Regarding need for establishment of "Mappila Kala Kendram Arabic and Urdu
Literature Center of Excellence™ at Charummoodu in Alappuzha district, Kerala

SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH (MAVELIKKARA): I wish to draw the attention of the
Honble Minister of Culture and Minister of Education to the urgent need for
establishing Mappila Kala Kendram Arabic and Urdu Literature Center of
Excellence at Charummoodu, Mavelikkara, Kerala. The Mappila community has
made remarkable contributions to Indias composite culture through its unique
traditions of Arabi-Malayalam and Urdu literature, music, and spiritual expressions.
Despite this rich legacy, there is a significant gap in institutional mechanisms to
preserve, study, and promote these art forms, manuscripts, and oral traditions.
Charummoodu, situated at the cultural intersection of Alappuzha and Kollam
districts, has historically served as a nurturing centre for Mappilappattu, Arabi-
Malayalam literature, qasida recitations, and other traditional art forms.
Establishing a Center of Excellence would enable systematic research,
documentation, training, translation, publication, and cultural exchange. It would
also help conserve rare manuscripts and oral histories that are currently at risk of
being lost. The proposed Kendram may be developed under the Ministry of Culture
or in partnership with institutions such as the Kerala Folklore Academy, Sahitya
Akademi, or the National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language. I urge the
Government to consider this initiative at the earliest to safeguard and promote
Indias diverse literary and cultural heritage.



