65 Written Answers
Production of HBI and Sponge Iron

*659. SHRI R. DHANUSKODI
ATHITHAN:
SHRI C. SREENIVAASAN:

Will the Minister of STEEL be pleased
to state:

(a) whether hot briquetted iron (HBI)
and sponge iron required for indigenous
consumption are in short supply;

(b) if so, the details therefor;

(c) whether there is any proposal to
import scrap iron for the production. of HBI
and sponge iron; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI SONTOSH
MOHAN DEB): (a) and (b). Hot Briquetted
Iron (HBI) and sponge iron are substitute
materials for steel melting scrap used for
steel making in Electric Furnace Units. Since
steel melting scrap is importedin large quan-
tities to meet the requirements of the electric
furnace units, Government have been mak-
ing efforts 10 increase the production of
sponge iron/HBI in the country and thereby
reducing scrap imports. The production of
spongeiron hasincreasedfrom3 lakhtonnes
in 1989-90 to about 12 lakh tonnes in 1991-
92. In order to meet their raw material re-
quirements, under industries can also di-
rectly import steel melting scrap and sponge
iron/HBI.

(c) and (d). Sponge Iron/HBI is pro-
duced from iron ore/iron ore pellets and not

from iron scrap. v

Air Station, Kolhapur

“*661. SHRI UDAYSINGﬁAO
GAIKWAD: Will the Minister of INFORMA-
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TION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state:

(a) the expenditure incurred on the con-
struction of building installation of machinery
and maintenance of the All India Radio Sta-
tion set up at Kolhapur in Maharashtra;

(b) when was the radio station com-
pleted in all aspects;

(c) whether the radio station has since
been functioning;

(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE MIN-
ISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROAD-
CASTING (KUMARI GIRWA VYAS): (a) to
(d). The details of expenditure incurred upto -
February, 1992 on the construction of build-
ing and installation of plant and machinery of
the New Radio Station at Kolhapur are as
given below:

(i) Building including the civil and electri-
calworks-Rs. 84.42 lakhs (approximate)

(ii) Plant & Machinery-Rs. 176.00 lakhs
(approximate)

No amount has been spent on mainte-
nance as the Station has not become func-
tional.

The radio station at Kolhapur is techni-
cally ready. and is envisaged to be commis-
sioned into service when the essential staff -
required for operation and maintenance of
the Station is actually in position.

[ Translation]
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*662. SHRIYASHWANTRAOPATIL:
SHRI RAJESH KUMAR:

Willthe Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:



