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LOIC SABRA DEBATES 

I 

LOK SAB,HA 

Monday, June 23, 1980/ Asadha 2, 
1902 (Saka). 

the Lok Sabha met at EleVen of the 
Clock. 

\ 

[MR, SPEAK~:R in the Chair] 

OBITUARY REFERENCES 

DEAT:::i OF SaRI SANJAy GANDm, XvI.P. 

MR. SPEAKER: It is with most pro­
found sorrow that I rise to announce 
the untimely death of Shri Sanjay 
Gandhi, a Member of this House. It 
is a tragedy of human life that many 
a time a most promising career IS cut 
short before it fulfils the high expccta­
ticns and promises. He stood like a 
rock by his mother, the Prime Minis~ 
ter, in times of great stress and strains 
through wlhich she was passing. lie 
came to symbolise the growing power 
of the younger generation of the coun­
try and it was he who tried to mould 
his youlfi powers intc, constructive and 
nation-building actiyities: He was a 
promising young parliamentarian 
and made his mark rapidly into this 
sphere. We had expected great 
things from him and we were quite 
sure that he would be able to fulfil 
these expectations With abu.ndant 
confidence. Words fall short to ex­
press our sorrow. Our hearts go out to 
the Prime Ministefr and 'We can onlY 
assme her in this great moment of 
shoc'k and' tragedy that we will try 
to fulfil the promise and the dreamS 
which Sanjay Gandhi put before the 
youth of this country. 
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SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE 
(Howvah): W,~ eXpl"ess our very deep 

SOlTOW at the su~n demise of sUch. 
a young man, who had already 
developed himself' to be a topic of 
the (I.'()UI1try. The news was so sudden 
jtlhat when W'€I ~ it, we could not 
believe that such a tragedy can hap­
pen so suddenly. His memory is 
very ~esh in our minds because the 
~her day' also, he was amongst US 
here. There is' no doubt that he was 
full of potentialities though we may 
not agree with his outlO'ak. But it 
is a' great tragedy no 4oubt. So, tor 
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this shock which hi,s· family has got, 
~or this grea.t tragedy, we have very 
deep sympathy. We'-request you to 
convey sorrow to the mother as' 
well as. to the relatives of Mr. Sanjay 
Gandh'l. 

PROF. MADHU DANDA:VATE 
(Rajapur): Sir, in this House, when­
ever you make obituary reteMnces, 
the Prime Minist~ rises from her 
seat. to 'join you and the House. To 
day, we find that seat vacant and 
rtoday, we have to console the Prime 
Minister for the great loss that she 
bas ·sruffered. I am sure, we all Win 
j oi'n you in conveying to the Prime 
Minister and the member:;. of the 
bereaved family OUr heart.,.felt .coni­
dolences. As Chaudhury ~b 
r~ghtly said, man ha~ to pass away 
one day or the other. But i~ the" 
prime of youth, Sanjay Gandhi has 
IPass'ed away. He had the shortest 
pOlitical life and the briefest parlia­
mentary career, He had an element 
lOf adventur,~ in his political life and 
the same spirit of adventure 'he 
displayed in his death. That is the 
irony of hiS' life·. But I am sure that 
that spirit of adventure will enthuse 
the ~emaining )71DUth to S'ae that the 
youth power is developed. ~ do not 
want to say anything more. But I 
can well imagine the anguish and 
the agony of the Prime Minister. It is 
not the agony and anguish of .a Prime 
Minister alone, but it ~s the agony 01 
\a mother. I am sure, not only the 
members of this House, but all the 
children in this land, al'I sons and 
daug.hters will join you ill! conveying 
our condolences to her the mother of , 
Sanjay Gandhi. 

SHRI C.· T. DHANDAPAN'I 
(Pollac'hi): We lost one of the 
greatest pelrsonaUties of this country. 
We find ita very difftcult to recov'er 
from the shock which we had in the 
m,orning. Mr. Sanjay was one of the. 
Igreatest sparks of the Nehru family. 
aHe revitalised the political pattern of . 
this country. 'He involved himaelf ,in 
the you.th m()vemellt and he' WeS' 
responsible for neW thinking in the 
political field •. :Sir, the Prime Minis.. 
ter hlas lost her one sQlll, b~t I wan* 
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to tell through you" Sir, that t!NerY 
youth of this country will act, as 
~ of the Prime Minister and' they 
will stand by her. It is a great shock 
to me and my party, I convey our 
deep sorrow and'/ heart-felt condo­
lences -on my behalf, on behalf of my 
party, DMK and my leader. Dr. 
Karunanidhi-. 

eft III"f 1'ii~1'" .i,iicll(\: (;rt ~): 
~ +t({~lI, ~ ft;r ~ ~ anl 
;foq; ~ ~ tft' ath ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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~~~~~(,~n 
ari~~~~~~~~m 
~ ~ If ~ ~ (I ~ trnT ~ 
f'a6 ~ ~ ~ $ Cfft ~ mcrr 
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ift;f r ~ \10 111rf I 

~~~~~m an 
.,_.) sJI II~ r r; ~ '> 
'Q. ~ .:: ~Q. .. \I Gq (1 d "> Cot: ;r =if \ ... 14(\ 

~"--~~'{orr"~~~ 
~ cfi ~ stij)I~liil'1 ~ ~ ~ m1 
-arm ~ '( I 1f1n: ~ mT ~ 
'1'{r (f ~ (I q: ~ ~­
~ 1finI ~, ~ h';rf ~ if'fT 
.-r,.~~~~~~ilfiT 
~if{t~(1 

~~~~~~~(I sr~ 
~ cfi ~, ~ 1fitft cfi qf(ql< ~ 
~ ~ ~ If ecf«~1 0lf'GRf ~, 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ aT i4.,.t\Cfi(1 (~ 
aoft lfrr ~ \;ft ctIT ~ I ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~, ci arr~ f4:qYi?d ~fl 
1ft~~m~ ~~~I ~ \NCf. 
m- arq-;ft ij aj'4Wii ~ ~ ( ~ 
~ ~(rcn~~ ~-
~ q r(qT~ cnT '{ij" ~ -fat« I (Gf) ~ 
q;i ~ ~ CffT ~ ~.I 

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPT'A (Basir­
hat): Mr. Speake'r, Sir, I do not 
think this is an occasion for making 
a lengthy speech. The suddenness of 
th!iB tragedy has taken all ot us by 
~hock, and I know that whatever 
w'ords 'are spoken here, itt is' not 
po~ble to really share the grief of 
a mother who loses her son, ~lr. 
Sanjay Gandhi himself was no doubt 
a controversial figure, but all contro­
versies--poli tical oontroversies--are 
stilled in the face of death. I 
saw him here on Friday 
last, in the prime ot. his youth. He 
was ·full of energy, full ot enthusiasm. 

But. then, no one can eve! say when 
the hand of fate descends on a parti. 
cular person and, no doubt, the 
cirou.mS'tances under ,which this 
tragic event has taken place cannot 
but create a deep feeling of sorrO\V 
.and shock throughout the country. 



9 

The Prime Minister, Sir, as the 
whole OOW'lltry ,_ and the whole world 
mows, is 8i person of indomitable 
cOUTage. Those who have already 
,seen her and met har this mornmg­
I have not yet been fortunate enough 
to do so-have ,already pointed out 
the fact that she is behaving as one 
woU::d expect her to behave--prob­
ably the most composed and the most 
calm and courageous amongst all ot 
us. This loss will, I think, be quite 
IS shattering .blow tor her from manY 
points ot view but, at this, moment 
atleast, I think of her nlainly as a 
mother who had pinned very great 
hopes and aspirations on. Sanj ay, as 
many others had. I can understand 
the de~ grief and dismay of our 
friends of the ruling Party and cer­
tainly express our de'ep co.ndolences 
to them also, but the tragedy means 
something diifelI'ent to the mother and 
to the young wif~. The son, of course, 
is still to.-.} young, perhap.>, to under­
Istand what has happened. 

So., Sir, on behalf of myself and 
my pia'rty, I would like to express 
our deepr.?st sorrow and condolences 
with the family and I hope you will 
convey that to them. 

SRRI YESHW ANTRAO CHA V AN 
(Sataxa.): . Mr. Speaker, Sir. it was 

,such sudden, tragic news that struck 
'Us this morning that it was, very 
difttcult to believe it. We were 
reading the newS' about his visit to 
Leh yesterday wtth his wife and, 
K>lt'llly a few minutes thereafter, we 
hea'rd the news that an accident has 
taken place and his death came'. 

Mr. Sanjay Gandhi was a Member 
of this House and We saw hinl only 
two days ago, participating in the 
procoodingSi of this House. Naturally, 
he was beginning to make his contri­
bution to the great House. He was 
a young leader of the Congress (I). 
He was developing himself into a 
personality with fuU potential. 
Naturally he had his own 
following in the country 
amongst the youth and the Party op­
posite also had faith in him. Un-
fortunately his brirht career was cut 
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short so suddenly and so tragwally. 
Naturally, this ca1aJnity is great tor 
the Prime Ministet'::':;_not only the 
Prime MiniSter but the mother-and 
as rightly pointed out by Shri Indra. 
jit Gupta, this tragedy is some:thina 
unbeara:ble to the young ,vife. :r 
think our heart goes out to both of 
them-Mrs. Gandhi and Mrs. Mellaka 
-tor this loss. 

Sanjay Gandhi was developi;ng into 
a personality, a national personality, 
land natu:vally, I think, nat only in 
India but aU the world over, people 
w~rre watohing the d~velopment. But 
the fate willed the other way and 
'Unfortunait.ely he has been cut away 
from life. He was full ot promises, 
full of hopes. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on my behalf and 
on behalf my Party, I request you to 
convey our feelings to Shrilnati Indira 
Gandhi as a mother, as Prime 
Minister and as Leader of a Party, 
that We all share her gr'lef, her family 
grief, intensely. When the ParHCl 
'ment says that it shartes the grief, I 
think, it shares it on behalf of the 
nation, it is not only the Members of 
ParUament but every man, fiYVery 
woman and every child in t1he 
country share his grief. Please con­
vey this to Shrimati Indira Gandhi 
and her family members. 

"li ~. iftl'iil'iff~"'i'ij" (~q\:4+1) : 
arUf~ ~, ~ ~ 1'ff~ cfi aUCfiftf.1Cfi 

~ 'R \iTT ~ ~ r-~ ~ (, 
~ m~ tf ~ arcr;r ~~ CfiT ttllfq~ 
~~I 

~~~~qf~ql<~~~ 
~ cfi ~ ~ ~ {t ~~­
~ ~ ~ ath ~ «r"4, 1f­
~ tit I (I \31 '11 fa 1f ~ cf· GriflR ~ 
~ ~ <:( '(, ~ 1975 cfi iI'R 
tf ~ <1131 J\ (>ij 1f ami 1 ~"('I\f­
tftfd" 1f" arr.f ~ ~ ~ qt;;r w- ?fi 
~ ~ <IGI;flP(1 if" at" eti <H iff{ ... . 
Slfd8fi (.1 . ~ C6f ~ ~ 
~l ·~~cfi~*'ath~~ 
~ ~ If qi'Tiif qwsf <rr fit &Cfi .(1 .rzr 1fin"T 
(. ~ qt-q ?ftf $ ~ "f ~ ~ 
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~ anq;~ f;r~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
{1f'1 ~ {1\J1~')r6 ~ ~ ~ cni 
~ ( , ~~ r~ ~ ~ " q1 ~ am: 
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ath ~ ~ ~ (I ~ f;rer;r ~ 
tf- am: 3f'Crti w~ ~ 3iT~ ~ sa~ 
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~ ~ ~ cfi ~ ~ q'<t'11 !(Gf)C qmrr ~ I 

15ft q"i(l'q' ~ (~): +t Ir~q '( 
~~Cfft~~~~~+f 
~ ~J>~ ~iI If ~ 3f1lT Cfi1 ~ 'ff ~ 
iI'l' ~ ~ ~I ~ ~ ~ c.nT( lit 
(~cnm, ~~wft~~~W1T, 
~ ~ ~ ( ~ CfRT 3Th :q11[ ~ 
i{'Vqf ( if(tf Cffi1T, ~ q'~ +f ~ 
~:{f Cfft ~ ~ (I 

lil"4ct '(, +(- ~ ~ +rRffi' C fct ~ 
~artlf~ ~~c6m-q-{~ 
~fq)~~;;r~~ l;fu~ 
fcst<rCfi."E1 i1Gt~126 (I ~ ~ 3T1JOO ~ 
~ ~ tmr 3J1lIT ~ ~ ~ fq) ~ 
cr~b((!'11 ~ ~ (, ~ If";f ~-~ ~, 
{ij' ifRf Cf>T ~arr ~, ~ ~ mrcr ;r 
(1, ~~~~~I ~~­
~~~~~3fPff ~I .r.r~ +IT 
~~--~~~~I ~ if 
R~~~am:cnnaT~ qi 

~ ~ m d~<r~1 W ijf ~ ~I tf. 
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~ Cfi1 ~ ~ Q:'f, ~ GOT ;f(rr 

i, ~~.re-r£, 60~~~ 
." \31t (, '1 ri3f q 1'1 ik:l efft lIT ~, ~ 
q: -ft ~ ~ ~ ~ tfiq c6 -ehT If lIT 
~ ctft Tihr ~ ~ qmg ~ ~ 
~. (, ~ {f ~. (, q: ~ 

~ ~ ~ GiI'4"~fi , ~ 
~. If";f \;iI" CfiT amr ~ ~, If'R 
~~~"d4~" cnr~~~~, 
~ ~ 1f q lftq amrr fen all f@ ( mur qft 
~, ij fiJifd 3Th m;r ~ -'1' -an-{t ~ 
~ ~arr (, ~ ~ Cfft ~'1fa 1f' ~ 
~ atemrr (I lfhr ~ (-~ ~ 
(, wn:~&lITff~(, ~ (I 
+rhr ~ (-mnr ~ at1~1<1 ll!o ~ 
( Qf arif Cfi ~ tn.: ~-~ ~ {'I 
~~~~ ~-~~lf 
amn i!~, ~' .. ~ srh q((tI~1 cfi ~~ tn: 
m am: m ~I 

lj l;:tj~ '(, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Ii 1'1.n4 
~ ~ I ~ Bflf \1'f q:i ;h;-r cfi ~ 1f 
~ ~I ~e-r ~ ~ \3'i enT ~ ~ 
~'C!: r~al<) Cfl1 ~ ~ ~ tfl fcrtr~ 
~ ~ ~ Cf)l3!I~N'i1 ~ ~ arh ~ 
cf; ~ ~ qi +rTUf Gfil ~ ~ If 
~ flf'1Cf ~ h";; ~ cnr ~ n ~ 
~ CfTC1T. I>.1T I l[D ~ ~ ,", 3th ~ 
IDf?m Cfft ~ ~ tm' ~ ~ 'Sffiilq ~ 
tffiT ~ \itT W (.:.~ ~II f34 ~ ~ 
~, ~-~ ~u tt, Rlf ~ qft ~, 
~ tnf, ~ llCIT ~ ~ ~~­
~~~~~* ~, m~lf 
~ ~ ~, (f,~rr ~ ~ Gf1 ef ~ '-f 
\31i ~ q}"[, ~ ~ ~ cii ~ mftflfT 
~ Cfn1Jr ci 3111T ~ ~ .., arJ1.f , ~ 
~ * ~ChJ)q:; ~ (, ~ a:flr~ 
arrcr cnr m ~Il f~ ~ CfiUIT ~ I ~ ~ tt" 
~~ ~ ~ f'an ~ q r~:q I ( 3fh '3'f 

~ ~ am: hnn Cf)f ~ ~ ~ Cfi 
~~Cfft~~1 m~~~ 
~ \ill o~ \3';r efi m?f ~ e:q I (?( Cfi ~, 
~ ~ cT arrtr ~ (f)'{ ami , \iff 
~~~~~1f"~~~ 
~~~~~-~~ ~ 
'n~~C I 

'{'i ~e6 mtf~ ~ *' ~ ~ cfi 
;f(narT # ~ f~ ~ ~ (, m 
~ ~ +ft ~l1r~~ ~ ~I 

SHRI G·, M. BANATWALLA (Pon­
nani) : Mr. SpeaKer, Sir, on behalf of 
the Iudian Union MusHm League, I 
rise to associate ourselves with the 
sentiments that have been expressed. 
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It is an unspeakable grief and shO<!k 
to know that Mr. Sanjay Gandhi js 
no more. He may be no more, but, 
Sir, he has become a livin.g example 
of stout challenges to adversities. In­
deed, a young, blooming and bright 
career has been cut short. 

All are deeply grieved. But, we 
hope that the Prime Minister bear~ 

and puts up w'ith this tragic loss with 
·strength and courage which is charac .. 
teristic of her. 

Sir, We pay our homage to the de­
parted sou:·. There is an Urdu couplet: 

r.i?f ci:' qi?f ~ eft arnr~ ~tJNrT f~ffi ~ 
~~ ff) ~;r ~T '1'\ ~ ir) far;r f~~ ~I{T ~ I 

f;AJl~ )It-! ,J fT"S J~ 1.. J.S 

- ~ IfS~ 

\:1~ ,~c! ,~,,~l~ C>' ,j ~)'~~ 
tt ~~ '-tq.,..,. ..JfS 

SHRI AMAH ROY PR~DHAN 

(Cooch Behar): Mr. Speak~r, Sir, 
we are sh.)cked at the sad demise of 
Sanjay Gandhi. On behalf of 11lY 

Party, Forward Block, and On lTIy ov;n 
behalf, We share the deep ~orrow with 
you and other Members of this I-Iouse. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir. Sanjay is no more. 
The cruel destiny has snatched him 
away from us. But, Sir, it is a more 
cruel and painful job that we are 
to perform-the older mourn for the 
younger. Sanjay, at the prime of 
his youth, just at the age of 33) :full 
of vigour and energy, passed away. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, please convey OULI 
~ntiments and sorrow to the berea v­
ed family, particularly, to. the mothc_.r, 
Shrimati Indira Gandhi, the Prime 
Minister, and his wife, Mrs. Menaka 
Gandhi. 

SImJ GHULAM RASCOL KO'-
CHAK (Anantnag): Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, We have lost OUr brother, late 
Sanjay Gandhi. He was not only the 
son of Indiraji. but the son of the soil 
Of India. We have lost in him that 

budding youth leader who. was the 
future hope of India t He had an ob­
je.ctive in mind To achieve that ob­
jective, he had the dynamism in his 
heart and he has demonstrated to 
the fullest extent that within the 
shortest span of time, he has earned 
a name in OUr history and his name 
would live in history not on1y serv­
ing as a light to the younger genera .. 
tion but he fought in such a way, in 
a g.allant way, especially in the ser­
vice of the country_ It is a tragedy 
not only for the Nehru family but it 
is a tragedy for all of us and for 
the whole country. We had seen, as 
my brother friends have said, the 
son of Indiraji. We had seen a sun 
w'hich set immediately and was cloud­
ed by darkness. 

I JOIn with the sentiments expres­
sed by the H')usc. On behalf of me, 
my Government and my Party, the 
National Conference, On this sad de­
Inise and express my deep feelings of 
sorro~I.V on the departed soul to the 
bereaved family. I hope and pray to 
God 'Lf-:t the soul rest in p~ace and 
let the family be bestowed and blessed 
by God \vith pers~~verance and pati­
ence'. 

SHRI N. SOUNDARARAJAN (Siva­
kasi): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of 
my leader Thiru MGR and my party 
AIADMK, I associate myself with the 
sentinlen 's express~d in the House on 
the su(~den demi~E of Shri Sanjay 
Gandhi. The blossoming bud of huma­
nity has been snatched away in all 
its fragrance. It is the most cruel 
thing 'Of human life that the young 
one~) ~hould die prematurely. Time has 
eorn~ to standstf'.:l. My heart bleeds 
for 0ur country's leader, Shrimatj 
Indira Gandhi, whose 1-os9 can never 
be compenS<lted. I bow in silence to 
the memory of the nation's youth lea­
der. 

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY (Nomi­
na.ted-Anglo-Indians): Mr. Speaker; 
Sir, what has happened is .:In unspeak­
able tragedy not only for the mother 
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[Shri Frank Anthony] 

but :for the whole family. Indeed it 
is an unspeak.able trag'edy for the 
whole country. Sanjay had very re­
cently surmounted the worst kind of 
personal ordeal, calumny, character 
assasination and false prosecution to 
emerge at the centre of India's public 
life with a great promise not only 
for his party but {-or the country. At 
a time like this. Mr. Speaker, words 
are utterly inadequate. Our hearts go 
out to lhe family. May God give them 
strength to bear this terrible Cross. 

MR. SPEAKER: We deeply mourn 
the loss of Shri Sanjay Gandhi and I 
am sure the House will join me in 
conveying OUr deep-felt ,condolences to 
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the Prime Minister and to the bereav. 
ed family. 

The House may stand in silence for 
a short while to express its sorrow. 

The Members then stood in sitence 
for a sho,rt while. 

MR. SPEAKER: As a mark of res­
pect to the deceased, the House stands 
adjourned to meet again at 11 A. M. 
tom·~rrow. 

11.54 hr8. 

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till 
ELeven of the Clock on Tuesday, June 
24, 19801 Asadha 3, 1902 (Saka) .. 




