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LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Monday, June 23, 1980/Asadha 2,
1902 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the

Clock.
\

[MR., SPEAKER in the Chair]
OBITUARY REFERENCES
DEATH oF SHRI SaANJAY GANDHI, M.P.

MR. SPEAKER: It is with most pro-
found sorrow that I rise to announce
the untimely death of Shri Sanjay
Gandhi, a Member of this House. It
is a tragedy of human life that many
a time a most promising career 1s cut
short before it fulfils the high expecta-
tions and promises. He stood like a
rock by his mother, the Prime Minis-
ter, in times of great stress and strains
through which she was passing. e
came to symbolise the growing power
of the younger generation of the coun-
try and it was he who tried to mould
his youth powers inte constructive and
nation-building activities; He wasa
" promising young parliamentarian
and made his mark rapidly into this
sphere. We had expected  great
things from him and we were quite
sure that he would be able to fulfil
these expectations with abundant
confidence, Words fall short to ex-
press our sorrow. Our hearts go out to
the Prime Minister and we can only
assure her in this great moment of
shock and tragedy that we will try
to fulfil the promise and the dreams$
which Sanjay Gandhi put before the
youth of this country,
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SHRI SAMAR  MUKHERJEE
(Howrah): Wi express our very deep

sorrow at the sudden demise of such.

a young man, who had already
developed himself to be a topic of
the country. The news was so sudden
~ khat when we got it, we could not
believe that such a tragedy can hap-
pen so suddenly. His memory is
very fresh in our minds because the
vther day also, he was amongst us
‘here. There is no doubt that he was
full of potentialities though we may
not agree with his outlook. But it
is a great tragedy no doubt. So, for

this shock which his family has got,
for thig great tragedy, we have very
deep sympathy. We request you to
convey sorrow to the mother as’
well as.to the relatives of Mr. Sanjay
Gandhi. ‘

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE
(Rajapur): Sir, in this House, when-
ever you make obituary references,
the Prime Minister rises from her
seat to ‘join you and the House. To
day, we find that seat vacant and
today, we have to consolg the Prime
Minister for the great loss that she
has suffered. I am gsure, we all will
join you in conveying to the Prime
Minister and the members of the
bereaved family our heart-felt con-
dolences, As Chaudhury Sahib
rightly said, man hag to pass away
one day or the other. But in the
prime of youth Sanjay Gandhi has
passed away. He had the shortest
political life and the briefest parlia-
mentary career. He had ah element
of adventur in his political life and
the same spirit of advenfture he
displayed in his death. That is the
irony of his life. But I am sure that
that spirit of adventure will enthuse
the remaining youth to see that the
youth power is developed. I do not
want to say anything more. But I
can well imagine the anguish and
the agony of the Prime Minister. It is
not the agony and anguish of a Prime
Minister alone, but it is the agony of
a mother, [ am sure, not only the
membergs of this House, but all the
children in this land, ail sons and
daughters will join you in conveying
our condolences to her, the mother of
Sanjay Gandhi.

SHR;] C. T. DHANDAPANI
(Pollachi): We lost one of the
greatest personalities of this country.
We find it a very difficult to recover
from the shock which we had in the
morning, Mr, Sanjay was one of the.
greatest sparks of the Nehru family.
Hle revitalised the political pattern of.
this country, He involved himself in
the youth movement and he was
responsible for mew thinking in the
poiitical fleld. ‘Sir, the Prime Minis»
ter has lost her one son, but I want
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[Shri C. T. Dhandapani}

to tell through you, Sir, that every
youth of this country will act as
son of the Prime Minister and they

to me and my party, I convey our
deep sorrow and - heart-felt condo-
lences on my behalf, on behalf of my
party, DMK and my leader, Dr
Karunanidhi.
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SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (Basir-
hat): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not
think this is an occasion for making
a lengthy speech. The suddenness of
this tragedy hag taken all of us by
shock, and I know that whatever
words are spoken here, it is not
possible to really share the grief of
a mother who loses her son, Mr.
Sanjay Gandhi himself was no doubt
a controversial figure, but all contro-
versies—political controversies-—are
stilleq in the face of death I
saw  him here on Friday
last, in the prime of his youth. He
was full of energy, full of enthusiasm.
But, then, no one can ever say when
the hand of fate descendson a parti-
cular person and, no doubt, the
circumstances under . which this
tragic event has taken place cannot
but create a deep feeling of sOTTOW
and shock throughout the country.
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The Prime Minister, Sir, as the
whole country and the whole world
knows, is a person of indomitable
courage. Those who havie already
seen her and met her this morning—
1 have not yet been fortunate enough
to do so—have already pointed out
the fact that she is behaving as One
wowd expect her to behave—prob-
ably the most composed and the most
calm and courageous amongst all of
us. This losg will, 1 think, be quite
a shattering blow for her from many
points of view but, at thig moment
atleast, I think of her mainly as a
mother who had pinned very great
hopes and aspirations on Sanjay, as
many others had. I can understand
the deep grief and dismay of our
friends of the ruling Party and cer-
tainly express our deep condolences
to them also, but the tragedy means
something different to tha mother and
to the young wife. The son, of course,
is still tos young, perhaps, to under-
stand what has happened.

So, Sir, on behalf of myself and
my Party, [ would like to express
our deepest gorrow and condolences
with the family and I hope you will
convey that to them,

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN
(Satara): Mr. Speaker, Sir, it was
such sudden, tragic news that struck
ug this morping that it was very
difficult to Dbelieve it. We were
reading the news about his visit to
Leh yesterday with his wife and,
only a few minutes thereafter, we
heard the news that an accident has
taken place and his death came.

Mr, Sanjay Gandhi was a Member
of this House and we saw him only
two days ago, participating in the
proceedings of this House. Naturally,
he was beginning to make his contri-
bution to the great House. He was
a young leader of the Congress (I).
He wag developing himself into a
personality with  fuli  potential
Naturally he had his own
following in the country
amongst the youth and the Party op-
posite also had faith in him. Un-
fortunately his bright career was cut

short so suddenly and so tragically.
Naturally, this calamity is great for
the Prime Minister—not only the
Prime Minister but the mother—and
as rightly pointed out by Shri Indra-
jit Gupta, this tragedy is something
unbearable to the young wife, I
think our heart goes out to both of
them~—Mrs. Gandhi and Mrs, Menaka
—for this loss.

Sanjay Gandhi was developing into
a personality, a national personality,
ang naturally, I think not only in
India but all the world over, people
were watching the development, But
the fate willed the other way and
unfortunately he has been cut away
from life. He was full of promises,
full of hopes.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on my behalf and
on behalf my Party, I request you to
convey our feelings to Shrimati Indira
Gandhi as a mother, as Prime
Minister and as Leader of a Party,
that we all share her grief, her family
grief, intensely. When the Parlia
ment says that it shares the grief, I
think, it shares it on behalf of the
nation, it is not only the Members of
Parliament but every man, every
woman and every child in the
country share his grief. Please con-
vey this to Shrimatj Indira Gandhi
and her family members,
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[ g. dAerentgemae]
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SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA (Pon-
nani): Mr. SpeaKer, Sir, on behalf of
the Indian Union Muslim League, 1
rise to associate ourseives with the
sentiments that have been expressed,
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It is an unspeakable grief and shock
to know that Mr Sanjay Gandhi is
no more, He may be no more, but,
Sir, he has become a living example
of stout challenges to adversities, In-
deed, a young, blooming and bright
career has been cut short.

All are deeply grieved. But, we
hope that the Prime Minister bears
and puts up with this tragic loss with
‘strength and courage which is charac-
teristic of her,

Sir, we pay our homage to the de-
parted soul. There is an Urdu couplet:
faa s o T a1 agr wfeeerT fegaT ™
gerea av 37 =t a% § ot faq faa el

Fdilas sler 93 608 I8 5 oS
P ALK
et S Loy JgS

SHRI  AMAR ROY PRADHAN
(Cooch Behar): Mr, Speaker, Sir,
we are shocked at the sad demise of
Sanjay Gandhi, On behalf of my
Party, Forward Block, and en my own
behalf, we share the deep sorrow with
you and other Members of this House,

Mr, Speaker, Sir, Sanjay is no mcre.
The cruel destiny has snatched him
away from us. But, Sir, it is a more
cruel and painful job that we  are
to perform—the older mourn for the
younger. Sanjay, at the prime of
his youth, just at the age of 33, full
of vigour and energy, passed away,
Mr. Speaker, Sir, please convey oui
sentimentg and sorrow to the bereav-
ed family, particularly, to the mother,
Shrimati Indira Gandhi, the Prime
Minister, and his wife, Mrs, Menaka
Gandhi.

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL KO-
CHAK (Anantnag): Mr, Speaker,
Sir, we have lost our brother, late
Sanjay Gandhi. He was not only the
son of Indiraji, but the son of the soil
of India. We have lost in him that

budding youth leader who was the
future hope of India, He had an ob-
jective in mind, To achieve that ob-
jective, he had the dynamism in his
heart and he has demonstrated to
the fullest extent that within the
shortest span of time, he has earned
a name in our history and his name
would live in history not only serv-
ing as a light to the younger genera-
tion but he fought in such a way, in
a gallant way, especially in the ser-
vice of the country. It is a tragedy
not only for the Nehru family but it
is a tragedy for all of us and for
the whole country. We had seen, as
my brother friends have said, the
son of Indiraji, We had seen a sun
which set immediately and was cloud-
ed by darkness,

I join with the sentiments expres-
sed by the House. On behalf of me,
my Government and my Party, the
National Conference, on this saq de-
mise and express my deep feelings of
sorrow on the departed soul to the
bereaved family, I hope and pray to
God ‘Let the soul rest in peace and
let the family be bestowed and blessed
by God with perseverance and pati-
ence’,

SHRI N. SOUNDARARAJAN (Siva-
kasi): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of
my leader Thiru MGR and my party
AIADMK, I associate myself with the
sentimen’s expressed in the House on
the sudden demise of Shri Sanjay
Gandhi. The blossoming bud of huma-
nity has been snatched away in  all
its fragrance, It is the most cruel
thing of human life that the young
ones should die prematurely. Time has
come to standstill My heart bleeds
for eur country's leader, Shrimati
Indira Gandhi, whose loss can never
be compensated, I bow in silence to
the memory of the nation’s youth lea-
der

SHRI FRANK ANTHONY (Nomi-
nated-Angio-Indians): Mr, Speaker,
Sir, what has happened is an unspeak-
able tragedy not only for the mother
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[Shri Frank Anthony]

but for the whole family. Indeed it
is an unspeakable tragedy for the
whole country, Sanjay had very re-
cently surmounted the worst kind of
personal ordeal, calumny, character
assasination and false prosecution to
emerge at the centre of India's public
life with a great promise not only
for his party but for the country. At
a time like this. Mr. Speaker, words
are utterly inadequate, Our hearts g0
out to the family. May God give them
strength to bear this terrible Cross.

MR. SPEAKER: We deeply mourn
the loss of Shri Sanjay Gandhi and I
am sure the House will join me in
conveying our deep-felt condolences to
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the Prime Minister and to the bereav-
ed family.

The House may stand in silence for
a short while to express its sorrow.

The Members then stood in silence
for a short while.

MR, SPEAKER: As a mark of res-
pect to the deceased, the House stands
adjourned to meet again at 11 A, M.
tomorrow.

1154 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, June
24, 1980/Asadha 3, 1902 (Saka),





