B.C. No. 13

ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
1957-58

SIXTH REPORT
(SECOND LOK SABHA)

ACTION TAKEN BY GOVERNMENT ON THE RE-
COMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE
SEVENTEENTH REPORT OF THE ESTIMATES
COMMITTEE OF THE FIRST LOK SABHA
ON THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS OPERATION
ON INDIAN RAILWAYS.

A% asl

LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT
NEW DELHI
Mareh, 1958



CORRIGE NDA

8ixth Report of the Estimates Committee

on action taken by the Govermment on the
recommendations contained in the Seventeenth
Report on the Ministry of Reilways - OpcIegien

Page
Page
Page
Page
Page

Page
Page

Page
Page

Page
Page

Page
Peage

Page
Page

Page
Page
Page
Page

on Indian Railways,
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40, Column 3, line 15, read 'Beorauni
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43, Colunn 4, grd line from bottom,
No. 56-B(c)6000/Recommend9tion
(7 )l_3155-n(c)GOOO/Rucomrend?tion
17
47, Column 4, line 13, read 'a' ;g; 'as!
66, Cnlumn &, line 4 }rom bottom
throughyut! for 'throughout'
67, Footnote 2t the cnd of the pege,

'WIt for 'III',

74 Column 3, last line read '7-1-1958!
for '7-l1-19581,

87, Column 5, first linc read 's' foqr's!

88, Celunn &, lest line, read '26-9 1957!
for '20-9-1957!

92, Serial No, 12, rcad 'Sabarmati' for
'gabormwti'

94, Colunn 2, penultimote line, ; Fg
'Bhn vnagir-OKhé for Bhrw

95, Column 4, line 8, read 18:
Lor '10 30,

99, under subheadinp 11939 =Nverall jnurney
time' item 2, rcad '26:08* for
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INTRODUCTION

I, the Chairman of the Estimates Committee, having been
authorised by the Committee, present this Sixth Report of the
Estimates Committee of the Second Lok Sabha on action taken
by Government on the recommendations contained in the
Se\l’(entegﬁgh Report of the Estimates Committee of the First
Lok Sabha.

2. The Seventeenth Report of the Estimates Committee
of the First Lok Sabha was presented to the House on the 23rd
December, 1955. The Government furnished their replies
indicating action taken on the recommendations/conclusions in
this Report between 26th July, 1956 and 22nd November, 1957.
The Ministry was requested to ish clarification on certain
points arising out of their replies. The replies (including replies
to points of further clarification) were examined by the Sub-
Committee of the Estimates Committee on the 3rd December,
1957 and the 3rd March, 1958. This report includes the replies
of the Ministry to the original recommendations of the Com-
mittee, as well as the replies to the points for clarification.

3. The Report has been divided into four chapters:

I. Report.
II. Recommendations that have been accepted by the
Government.

III. Replies of the Government that have been accepted
by the Committee.

IV. Replies of the Government that have not been finally
accepted by the Committee and are being pursued.

4. An analysis of the action taken by the Government on
the recommendations contained in the Seventeenth Report is
given at Appendix X.

BALVANTRAY G. MEHTA,
Chasrman,
New DeLH1; Estimates Committee.
The 28th March, 1958.

(ii)



CHAPTER I
REPORT

In para 12 of their 17th Report, the Committee had suggested that a
systematic review of the overall speeds of mail trains should be undertaken
and incorporated in schemes in the Second Five Year Plan with a view to
ensure that the overall speeds of mail trains did not remain below 35 m.p.h.
in case of Broad Gauge trains and not below 30 m.p.h. in case cf Metre
Gauge trains and added that the targets could be easily achieved without
exceeding the maximum permissible speed of 60 m.p.h. for the Broad Gauge
track and 45 m.p.h. for the Metre Gauge track. The Committee. while
appreciating the reply of the Ministry, feel that the Ministry of Railways should
undertake a systematic review of the journey-time of cach mail tramm and indicate
whether its overall speed conforms 1o the above target or not. In cases where
the overall speed is below the specified target the Ministry should also indicate
what steps are being taken 10 improve the overall speeds and by what time the
targets are expected 10 be achieved.

2. In para 28(i) of the 17th Report. the Commi:tec had referred to
the proposal of the Railway Board regarding the running of the Janata
Express Trains then under consideration and had recommended that
the same should be implemented as soon as possible. They had also recom-
mended that the question of introducing a thorough Janata Express between
Bombay and Saurashtra (with suitable prompt connection at the break-of-
gauge points) and between Bombay and Howrah be examined. In regard
to the running of the Janata Express trains between Bombay and Saurashtra
with suitable metre gauge connections the Ministry have stated that number
303 Down (Saurashtra Mail) 307 Down (Saurashtra Express) and 347
Down (Viramgam Passenger) passenger trains run from Bombay Central to
Viramgam and maintain connection at Viramgam with the metre gauge
trains and that a recent census has revealed that there is no traffic justification
for running an additional train between Bombay and Saurashtra.
The Commuttee, may hogoever, mention that there is already one Janata
Express running between Bombay Central and Ahmedabad. If this train
15 extended t0 Viramgam with suitable connection with the Metre Gauge train
at Viramgam, it would be a great relief 10 the public of that area. The Com-
mittee therefore. suggest that the Railway Ministry may examine the feasibility
of this proposal.

3. In paras 79-80 of the 17th Report. the Committee had recommended
that the Railway Ministry should immediately investigate the reasons for low
mileage obtained from the engines both on B.G. and M.G. and take prompt
measures to improve the mileage. The Ministry have stated in reply that
due to various reasons, the maximum possible usage of the engines would not
be possible, nevertheless, the matter was under constant review. The Com-
mittec realize the difficulties in the way of maximum utilization referred to
above, but in view of the constant review mentioned it was expected that at
least there would not be any deterioration. From the Annual Report 1956-57,
it appears that there has been a slight deterioration in engine performance,
both on B.G. and M.G. The Committee would like 10 stress here the necessity



a
57 gsiiing better ine mileage, if meccssary. bv resorting to greater degrec of

pooking Of engines

4. In para 126 of the 17th Report. the Committee sugeested that there
was considerable scope for formation cf block loads for long destination
especially in the case of coal traffic. The Ministry have replied that this
could be done only after the Railways take over actual coal allocation. The
Commitee feel that the question of formarion of block loads for long destinations
need not necessarily be tied up with the question as ro who makes the allocation.
They are of the opinion that there should be greater co-ordination between the
Ministries concerned. with a view 10 achicve the objective of maximum block
leads for long desiinations, so that best use s made of the available rolling stock.

The Committee in this connection reiterate their recommendation made
in pam 118 of the 1 7th Report in reply to whieh the Ministry have

etated that the matter is being pursued with the Ministry coneemed at
ministerial level.
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APPENDIX I

Daily passenger train mileage on

Railways 1-10~1939 1-4-1956
B.G. M.G. B.G. M.G.
‘Central . . . . 35,253 3,424 38,596 3,088
Eastern . . . . 24,542 .. 35,980 .
South-Bastern . . . 17,713 .. 18,605 ..
‘North-Eastern . . . .. 27,565* .. 37,477
Northern . - . 39,907 8,282 47,716 9,954
‘Southern . . . . 20,849 36,169 23,709 39,547
Western . . . . 12,290  1§,836* 18,783 24,709
ToraL . . - 1,50,554 91,276 1,83,389 1,15,675

*Excludes the figures of the Gondal Region of the Western Railway and
North Bank Traffic of the North-Eastern Railway.
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APPENDIX Int

Statement showing the Transhipment Quotas

Transhipment quotas fixed dufing the years

o I I | 1956
I\%). Transhipment point 953 4 i (eﬂg'gctive
from

1-11-56)
1 Agra East Bank . 77 77 Free Free
2 Arkonam . . 40 40 4S 8o
3 Barabanki 30 30 50 Free
4 Bhagalpur 28 28 38 70
s Guntakal . 30 30 50 60
6 Ghorpuri . 6o 70 8y Free
7 Howgi . 20 20 2% 30
8 Khandwa . 9 9 18 30
9 Manmad . 20 20 30 Free
10 Mokameh 120 13§ 110 170
11 Manduadih 6o 75 180 200
(Smalls

free)
12 Sabormati . 120 120 140 170
13 Sakrigali-Ghat . 36 36 4S 78
14 Viramgam so so 9s 120
15 Baruuy . . 20 30 30 $0
16 Sawai Madhopur . 20 30 0 7S




APPENDIX IV

Statement showing the maximuomn jssible speed in force prior to and
with effect from 1-10-1987, over cgrtain ssctions

Section . Maximum Maximum
speed speed
prior to from
1-10-19§7 1-10-1987

mph mph
Viramgam-Surendranagar . . . . . 40 4s
Surendranagar-Rajkot . 5 . . . . 28 38
Rajkot-Okha . . . . . . 5 28 35
Dhaga-Kunkavar . . . . . . 20 30
Chalala-Jhar 5 . . . . . . b { 20
Junagadh-Visgvadar . . . . . . 15 20
Ranpur-Botad . . . . . . . as 40
Sabarmati ‘D’ Cabin tomile 6§ . . . . 1s 20

93
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APPENDIX VI

Statement showing a gist of the position on each Railway with regard to
the strengthening of the track and the raising of the standards of signalling
and snterlocking, etc.

Railway Gist of the position
I 2
Central An extensive programme of relaying the

track has been included in the Second Five
Year Plan and it is being progressed as
expeditiously as feasible.

On a programmed basis, the standards of
signalling and interlocking at stations on
the Nagpur-Itarsi, Wardha-Balharshah,
Balharshah-Kazipet-Bezwada sections are
also in the process of being raised.

Notthern The strengthening of the track on a num-
ber of sections is in progress to permit
of a maximum permissible speed of 6o
mp.h. for WP class of engines. The
interlocking at certain stations is also
being raised from standard I or II to
standard III so that trains may be permitted
to run through at unrestricted speeds.
More sections will be taken in hand for the
purpose as the resources permit.

Work for complete rehabilitation of all
trunk lines is fully provided for in the
Second Five Year Plan in which track
renewals of 1064 miles, rail rene-
wals of 862 miles, costing Rs. 12°7
crores, and bridge rehabilitation, costing
Rs. 3-49 crores, are included. With the
com‘plction of this programme it would
be feasible to achieve a speed of:—

(a) 4s miles per hour over the entire trunk
and main line routes;

(b) 45 miles per hour on important
branch lines and 30 miles per hour on
unimportant branch lines which at
present cap only take lighter type of
engines.

Southern, South-Eastern The strengthening of track and the rais-
ing of the standard of signalling and in-
terlocking of the more important sections
have been provided for in the Second
Five Year Plan.

North-Rastern

Wil e o M s mowvew o e ”



Western

On the Broad gauge it is proposed to pro-
vide Standard II “nnd Standard I

interlocking on a programmed basis on
the following sections:

(a) Gangapur City-Sawai Madhopur During 1956-§7

(b) Sawai Madhopur-Nagda . . During 1957-$8
(c) Baroda-Godhra . . . During 1957-58
(d) Ahmedabad-Viramgam . During 1958-59
(e¢) Surat-Jalgaon (Standard I only) During 1956-57
(f) Anand-Godhra (Standard I only) During 1956-§7

On the Khandwa-Ajmer section of the Ajmer
Region the work of providing isolation of
running lines is in progress. On the
Gondal Region, works for mmgthmm
of track and bridges have been
med for, on certain sections they have al-
ready been completed and on the others
they are in progress. It is also proposed
to provide Standard I interlocking on the
following Metre Gauge sections on &

programmed basis:

Surendranagar-Rajkot (Work is in progress 1956-57)

Mehsana-Surendranagar
Rajkot-Jamnagar 1987-s8
Sabarmati-Botad

Rajkot-Jetalsar 1957-58 and 1958-59
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APPENDIX IX
Copy of Government of India, M#iistry of Railoays, Railway Board létter
No. s6-B (C) 6000/Recommendation (17) dated 27th September, 1956

from Skri D.U. Rao, Yot Director, Finance (B) Railway Board to the
Director, Ratlway Testing & Research Centre, Alam Bagh, Lucknow,

Sus:—Action taken on the recommendations/conclusions contained in
the 17th Report of the Estimates Committee on Railways.

Extracts 'of Recommendatfon No. 13 and 4 arising from the 17th Repost
of the Estimates Committee on “Operation on Indian Railways™ were sent
to you on 9-4-56 (copy enclosed for ready reference) for your remarks which
are still awaited. In the meantime, the Board have taken the following deci-
sions in respect of these two recommendations :—

Item 13-
“The Committee’s conclusion is noted”.
Item 14

“The C}orgmittee’s recommendation is being remitted to the Research
units”. _

2. With reference to Item 14, kindly furnish your considered remarks at
your carliest convenience.



APPENDIX X

Analysis of the action taken by Government on the recommendations
contained in 17th Report of the Estimates Committee (first Lok Sabha)

1. Total number of recommendations made . . . . 67

2. Recommendations accepted fully by Government.
No. 52

Percentage to total. . . . . . . . 77°5%
Approx.

3. Recommendations accepted by the Government partly or
with some modifications

No. 4
Percentage to total. . . . . . . . 6%

4. Recommendations not accepted by the Government but rep-
lies in respect of which have been accepted by the Committee

No. 2
Percentage to total. . . . . . . . 3%

$. Recommendations not accepted by Government and pursued |
by Committee (including those which are still under con-

sideration by Government) . . . . . .
No. 9
Percentage to total. . o " . . R . 13-5%
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