GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO:4095

ANSWERED ON:20.04.2005

TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS IN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS
Singh Shri Dushyant

Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has set any targetin providing telephone connections both in the urban and rural areas inthe country
during the Tenth Plan period;

(b) if so, the State-wise details thereof and the actual achievement made thereto;

(c) the main reasons for gap between target set and actual achievement in the country particularly in Rajashthan in providing telephone
connections; and

(d) the steps taken to provide the telephone connections in the country expeditiously?

Answer

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHAKEEL
AHMAD)

(a)to (c) Yes Sir. A target of 650 lakh telephones was fixed for the entire country to achieve a teledensity of 9.91% by the end of
March, 2007. Similarly, to achieve the teledensity target of 3% by the end of the Plan, 147.2 lakh phones were required to be provided
in the rural areas. Against this target upto February 28, 2005, 522.69 lakh additional phones have been provided in the country by
both public and private operators of which 41.18 lakh phones are in the rural areas. The statewise targets were not fixed. However,
BSNL and MTNL fix their targets each year keeping in view the demand and availability of funds. The details of these targets and
achievements are giveninthe Annexure. Although there has been lower net contributionby BSNL as compared to the targets in
Rajasthan mainly due to surrender of fixed phones, the overall addition in phones by both public and private operators has been 19.53
lakh during 1stApril1, 2002 to 28th February, 2005.

(d) Since most of the waiting list is in rural areas, following steps have been taken to expedite the telephone connections in such
areas:

(i) Large scale deployment of WLL network in rural areas has been planned.

(if) Relaxation of the outdoor cable from 2.5 kms to 5.0 kms for Landline Exchanges has been given.

(iii) Mobile network in all the highways, important towns, pilgrim centers and State Highways are deployed to give coverage to more
areas.

(iv) In addition to the efforts made by BSNL, the demand for telephones is also met by the private operators.

(v) Further, financial support is provided to the telecom operators through the mechanism of Universal Service Obligation Fund (USO
Fund) to encourage them, inter alia, to provide phones in rural areas.

Annexure

Telephone connection Targets and Achievement for 2002-2003,
2003-2004, 2004-05 & target for 2005-06 (BSNL and MTNL)
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