GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
WATER RESOURCES
LOK SABHA

STARRED QUESTION NO:210

ANSWERED ON:08.08.2005

IRRIGATOIN PROJECTS UNDER A.LB.P.

Shahid Shri Mohammed;Shiwankar Shri Maha Deo Rao

Will the Minister of WATER RESOURCES be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of major and medium irrigation projects started in 1996-97 by the Union Government under the Accelerated
Irrigation Benefits Programme (AIBP) and completed so far;

(b) the estimated additional amount likely to be incurred on these projects owing to their non-completion within the scheduled time;

(c) the names of States where such irrigation projects have not been completed within the scheduled time alongwith the reasons
therefor;

(d) whether the construction work of such projects hampered due to non-payment of share by the States;
(e) if so, the details thereof; and

(f) the steps taken/proposed to be taken by Government for timely completion of such projects?

Answer

THE MINISTER OF WATER RESOURCES (SHRIPRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI)
(a) to (f) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) to (f) OF LOK SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 210 FOR ANSWER ON
8.8.2005 REGARDING IRRIGATION PROJECTS UNDERA.LB.P.

(a) The Central Government commenced the Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme (AIBP) in the year 1996-97 by providing
Central Loan Assistance (CLA) to 51 approved ongoing major/medium irrigation projects of 18 States and out of these 16 projects
were completed. So far under the programme 184 major and medium irrigation projects/project components spread over in 24 States
have received CLA/Grant and 40 projects have been reported as completed under AIBP upto 2004-05. The remaining 144 projects
are receiving the benefits of AIBP.

(b) & (c) As per the information provided by the States, Central Water Commission has estimated the balance cost of these 144
projects/project components as Rs.14,105 crore. The guidelines of AIBP stipulate that the State Governments are required to enter in
to a memorandum of understanding for each individual project under the programme indicating balance cost, balance potential and
year-wise phasing of expenditure and balance potential. A statement indicating names of States and number of projects receiving
CLA not yet completed is enclosed. The major reasons for delay in completion of irrigation projects are land acquisition including
forestland, resettlement and rehabilitation of the project affected people, contractual problems, legal issues, public resistance,
inadequate budget including state share not being provided by the State Governments, delay in transfer of AIBP funds by the State
Finance Departments to the user departments/project authorities, changes in scope of the project, etc.

(d) to (f) There was delay in release of CLA and State's matching share in respect of 43 projects in the States of Goa, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Punjab and Rajasthan. Further, there was short release of CLA for
62 projects in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal thereby hampering the progress of construction work in AIBP projects. As per the
guidelines of AIBP, the central assistance is released in two instalments of 50 per cent each. The next instalment of central assistance
is released only after Utilisation Certificate is received from the State Governments for the previous instalment provided. The loan
assistance provided to the State under the programme is recovered with interest by the Government of India in instalments as
provided in the norms of the programme. The guidelines also stipulate that the central assistance must be released to the project
authorities by the State Governments within 15 days of its release by the Centre.

Statement referred to in reply to parts (b) & (c) of Lok Sabha Starred Question No. 210 for answer on 8.8.2005 regarding Irrigation
Projects under A.l.B.P.
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