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Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether a panel discussion was organized in Delhi by educational experts from National Coalition for Education, ASPBAE, GCE
and JNU in December, 2005; 

(b) if so, whether according to International Benchmark Study on Quality, 34% adult illiterates are in India; 

(c) if so, whether official figures reveal that 872 million adults in the world are classified as illiterates of which 2/3rd are women; and 

(d) if so, the steps Government proposes to take in this regard?

Answer

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI M.A.A. FATMI) 

(a): A panel discussion was jointly organised by Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education (ASPBAE) and Global Campaign for
Education (GCE) in December, 2005 on the study 'The International Benchmarks on Adult Literacy.' 

(b) & (c): As per Education For All (EFA) Global Monitoring Report 2006, there are 771 million illiterates in the 15+ age group in the
world, of which 34.6% are in India. As per Census 2001, there are 260 million illiterates in the country in the 15+ age group of which
168 million, or about 64% are women. 

(d): The Universalisation of Elementary Education and eradication of adult illiteracy form the two-pronged strategy for improving the
literacy rate of the country. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is a comprehensive programme for universalising quality elementary
education by 2010. The National Literacy Mission (NLM) is entrusted with the target of achieving a sustainable threshold level of 75%
literacy by 2007. The thrust areas of NLM are improving female literacy in low female literacy areas, organizing projects for residual
illiteracy in districts which have substantial number of illiterates, setting up of continuing education centres for providing opportunities
for life long learning to the neo-literates and imparting vocational training to neo-literates through Jan Shikshan Sansthans. Special
programmes of residual illiteracy have been taken up in low female literacy districts of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa and Jharkhand. In
addition, the launching of a special literacy drive for eradication of residual illiteracy in 150 districts, which have the lowest literacy
rates, has been approved. 
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