GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO:358
ANSWERED ON:26.07.2006

SPEECH BY PAKISTAN FOREIGN MINISTER
Paraste Shri Dalpat Singh

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Pakistan Foreign Minister made a speech in Washington after the recent bomb blasts in the country;
(b) if so , the details in this regard; and

(c) the response of the Union Government thereto?

Answer

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIE. AHAMED)

(@) — (b) Pakistan's Foreign Minister Khursheed Mahmood Kasuri told Reuters during a visit to Washington in an interview after the
Mumbai blasts "I think the Mumbai incident - however tragic it may be and it is undoubtedly very tragic - underlines the need for the two
countries to work together to control this environment, but they can only do so if they resolve their disputes.”

(c) In response, Ministry of External Affairs Spokesperson stated that it is "appalling that Foreign Minister Kasuri should seek to link
this blatant and inhuman act of terror against innocent men, women and children to the so called lack of resolution of disputes between
India and Pakistan. His remarks appear to suggest that Pakistan will cooperate with India against the scourge of cross-border
terrorism and terrorist violence only if such so called disputes are resolved. Terrorism cannot be tolerated on any grounds whatsoever,
and no cause justifies the murder of innocent people". The Spokesperson expressed the hope "that the Government of Pakistan
rejects any such linkage and joins hands together with India to defeat the forces of terrorism, based on an ideology of extremism and
violence. We would urge Pakistan to take urgent steps to dismantle the infrastructure of terrorism on the territory under its control, act
resolutely against groups and individuals, who are responsible for terrorist violence and fulfill its solemn commitments enshrined in the
India-Pakistan Joint Press Statement of January 6, 2004."
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