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Will the Minister of YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the schemes implemented by Sports Authority of India for spotting and nurturing of sports talent and promotion of
sports in the country; 

(b) the quantum of funds incurred on sports promotion during the last three years, sports-wise/year-wise; and 

(c) the details of the achievements made in international sports during the last three years ?

Answer

THE MINISTER OF PANCHAYATI RAJ, YOUTH AFFAIRS & SPORTS AND DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH EASTERN REGION
(SHRI MANI SHANKAR AIYAR) 

(a) The details of schemes implemented by the Sports Authority of India (SAI) for spotting and nurturing of sports talent and promotion
of sports in the country are as under :- 

NATIONAL SPORTS TALENT CONTEST (NSTC): The main objective of the scheme is to scout talent among school children in the
age group of 8-14 years and nurture them by imparting scientific training in SAI - adopted schools and `akharas` to achieve
excellence at national and international levels. SAI also provides coaches and special infrastructure facilities to these schools and
akharas along with annual grant for purchase of sports equipments. 

ARMY BOYS SPORTS COMPANIES (ABSC) : The objective of the scheme is to scout talent in the age group of 8-14 years in
collaboration with the Army and impart to them scientific training in their Centres to achieve excellence at national and international
levels.The scheme, inter alia, also provides job opportunities in the Indian army. 

SPECIAL AREA GAMES (SAG) : The objective of the scheme is to scout and nurture talent for modern competitive games and
sports from tribal, rural, coastal and hilly areas of the country and from regions such in sports talent, in terms of genetic and
geographical characteristics/advantages for excellence in particular sports disciplines.The main objective of the scheme is to train
talented and meritorious sports persons in the age group of 14-21 years. Under the Scheme, the State Governments are required to
provide land free of cost to SAI, while the development of the infrastructure is done by SAI. 

SAI TRAINING CENTRES(STC): Under this scheme, talented youth in the age group of 14-21 years are selected after assessment
based on performance at national/state level competitions and through a battery of tests. The selected trainees are given the option to
join the scheme on residential or non-residential basis.The scheme is directly implemented by SAI. However, the state Government is
required to provide the land and necessary sports infrastructure and other allied facilities like hostel building, etc. to the SAI.
CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE (COX):The main objective of this scheme is to identify and train outstanding sports persons who are
medal hopes for the country in international competitions. The scheme of Centre of Excellence envisages identification of talent in the
country who has shown promising performance in the national competitions for further training at the Regional Centres of SAI for
nearly 200 days in a year. They are provided with state-of-the-art facilities, equipment and scientific backup along with specialized
training. In all these schemes there is provision for payment of stipend and medical/insurance expenses, kit and competition
exposure. 

(b)Details of expenditure incurred on sports promotion under Plan during the last three years are as under:-

   (Rs. in crores) 
 2004-05  262.04     
 2005-06  265.16   
 2006-07  279.06  (Expenditure upto 31st January, 2007)
   

(c) The number of medals won by Indian Sportspersons in major international competitions
during the last three years is as under:-



    Gold Silver Bronze Total   
Athens Olympics 2004  - 01    -   01
Melbourne Commonwealth Games     22 17   11   50
2006
Doha Asian Games 2006   10 18   26   54 
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