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(d) the recommendations of Experts Group in this
regard and agenda of action finalised for 1997-98 and
implications thereof; and

(e) the details of proposals for expansion of capacity/
modernisation/diversification, etc. pending clearance for
over one year and reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF
PLANNING AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION AND
MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY (SHR! YOGINDER K. ALAGH) : (a)
and (b) The Government policies on PSUs are detailed in
the Common Minimum Programme (CMP) and the Approach
Paper tothe Ninth Five Year Plan. In pursuance ofthe CMP
of the Government, a Public Sector Disinvestment
Commission was constituted in August, 1996 initially for a
period of 3 years.

(c) The non-plan support is nut extendedtothe PSUs
merely to protect employment.

(d) The Planning Commission had set up a Working
Group on Management of Public Sector Enterprises. Its
Report will be considered for the Ninth Plan.

(e) No proposal for expansion of capacity/
modernisation/diversification etc. of any Central Public
Sector Undertaking is pending clearance in the Planning
Commission for over one year.

Performance of Research Institutes

4898. SHRI RAJABHAU THAKARE : Wilithe Minister
of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the most outstanding research
contribution of National Institutes on various crops during
the last five years, crop-wise and Institute-wise;

(b) whether the Government have set up an Experts
Committee to evaluate the performance of the National
Research Institutes,

(c) it so, the details thereof; and

(d) the details of steps taken during 1996-97 ar_1d
proposed to be taken during 1997-98 to upgrade, diversity
and modernise higher education in the wake of
globalisation?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (EXCLUDING
THE DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND
DAIRYING) AND MINISTER OF CIVIL SUPPLIES,
CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION AND
MINISTER OF FOOD (SHRI CHATURANAN MISHBA) ;
(a) Most outstanding research contributions of Natlonal
Institutes on various cropsduringthe last five years |pclude
aspects of collection, conservation and evalgatlon of
indigenous and exotic germplasm, development of improved
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varieties/hybrid including those with resistance/tolerance
of biotic/abiotic stresses and value-added crop varieties
for export in general. Biotechnology-led development in
crop improvement (Indian Agricultural Research Institute)
development of region-specific IPM modules for various
pest-intensive crops (National Centre for Integrated Pest
Management. IARI, Central Institute for Cotton Research),
and development of alternative technologies (like use to
True Potato Seed in raising potato crop), Central Potato
Research Institute and biopesticides (IARI, Central Tobacco
Research Institute) on varietal development front some
salient examples are: Improved varieties of Basmati rice
(IARI), Hybrid rice (Dte of Rice Research). The area
coverage under rice is around 50,000 ha. Replacement of
susceptible varieties to wheat rust like HD 2329 and HD
2385 by UP 2338 in the North West Plan Zone and
Sonalika by Sonali (IARI, Dte of Wheat Research); short
duration hybrids in pigeonpea for Tamil Nadu and Punjab;
short duration improved varieties of soybean almost
doubling its area in last five years; improved hybrids in
sunflower, castor and Gobhi sarson; powdery mildew and
yellow mosaic virus resistant short duration varieties of
blackgram and greengram etc. Accelerated efforts on
breeder seed productior by various institutes has led to
effective expansion of improved varieties considerably.

(b) and (c) Quinquennial Review Teams for audit of
research progress have been formedin generalfor different
institutes, which is a routine procedure for every five-year
period.

(d) Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi
which deals with crops also imparts higher education.
Modernization of Library, Development of Agricultural
Information System, and establishment/strengthening of
Centres of Excellence and Schools of thoughts in priority
areas are undertaken/contemplated.

[Translation]
Irregularities in Payment of Subsidy

4899. SHRI SANTOSH KUMAR GANGWAR : Willthe
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government are aware of the
irregularities beingcommitted inthe subsidy being provided
to farmers in the agriculture sector;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the steps being taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (EXCLUDING
THE DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND
DAIRYING) AND MINISTER OF CIVIL SUPPLIES,
CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION AND
MINISTER OF FOOD (SHRI CHATURANAN MISHRA) :
(a) to (c) No irregularities in the provision of subsidies to
farmers have been brought to the notice of the Government
in respect of Central/Cetrally Sponsored Schemes



