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Title: Half-an-hour discussion regarding production of pulses.
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...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : You have not given notice for that. Only four hon. Members have given prior notice.
Therefore, only they will be allowed.

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN (BALASORE): Sir, with regard to the question of production of pulses and
oilseeds, | have a few specific questions. My first question is this: Are we importing oilseeds? Are we
importing edible oil also and if so, why? What are the reasons for that? My second question is this: Are
the pulses produced in India sufficient? Are we importing pulses also? If so, why? Hon. Member, Dr.
Laxminarayan Pandeya has already mentioned about the National Technology Mission in which the
oilseeds production has been included. | also wanted to put this question but since it has already been
asked, | would like to know from the Minister what is the achievement of the National Technology
Mission as far as oilseeds are concerned.

My third and very important question is regarding import of vanaspati oil from Nepal. In the last three
years, the import of vanaspati oil from Nepal has increased by leaps and bounds. What is the reason for
this? Due to import of vanaspati oil from Nepal at a very low price, a number of factories in Eastern India
have started closing down. What is the reason? | would like to know how a poor country like Nepal is able
to export vanaspati oil at low price to India and we are not able to compete with them price-wise.

My next question is about my own State, Orissa. While answering the question on 27t of last month the
hon. Minister mentioned about production of pulses and crops in the unirrigated area in Orissa.
Specifically in Western, South and the tribal districts of Orissa, there is a variety of pulse called Kandul. It
is just like Arhar. It does not require much of water. It is generally grown by the Scheduled Tribe people
for their own consumption. If the Government of India provide them some financial facilities, it can be
developed as a commercial crop. | do not know if the hon. Minister and the Government of India knows
about the production of Kandul. Will they come forward to provide some financial benefits or some other
facilities so that it can be produced in a greater quantity?

Lastly, in the coastal Orissa, in the districts which | represent like Balasore, Bhadrak, Kendrapara, Cuttack
and Puri, there is a lot of scope of developing oil seeds like sunflower, mustard and groundnut. They are
being produced, but in a lesser quantity. Hardly any technological know-how is provided either by the
Government of Orissa or by the Government of India. So, | would like to appeal to the hon. Minister to
kindly look into it. The coastal Orissa provides a fertile ground for the production of oil seeds and pulses
like Moong and Urad.

| hope that he would look into the matter and make provisions so that technological know-how, financial
and economic assistance are provided to farmers of that area to enable them to produce it in a greater
quantity.
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"Inclusion of pulses in the cropping system to improve soil health and increase the area
coverage; supply of quality seeds through integrated programme of seed production from
breeder to foundation and foundation to certified/quality seed in sufficient quantities; promotion
of gypsum/pyrite as a source of sulphur which increases the productivity of pulses; large scale
promotion of sprinkler system which is very successful in pulse crop; greater attention to
extension and technology transfer through demonstration and training; and popularisation of
NPV for control of pod borer in arhar and gram. "
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DR. LAXMINARAYAN PANDEYA (MANDSAUR): Is it remunerative price or support price? | think you are
not asking for that. w27 a0 @ ar F a1 MicaTET [0 B TR d # WBER A FHY FGOR Far 2 6 gEH derm
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18.00 hrs.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Minister, you should reply to those questions which are raised by the hon.
Members. Please confine to the questions raised by the hon. Members.

...(Interruptions)
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For increasing productivity, along with horizontal expansion through pure cropping or inter-cropping,
attempts are being made to break the yield barriers by intensification of the existing improved
technology. The basic elements of this are seeds, pest control measures, irrigation, fertilizers and low
cost production enhancing inputs:

i. Besides the existing infrastructure for seeds in the public and the cooperative sector, NGOs and
other reputed private seed growers will also be associated for the production of certified seeds.
To make the pulses crops competitive along with the price support mechanism, productivity is
essential and, therefore, for achieving the desired seed replacement rate, new improved
varieties will be distributed on a large scale and the public/cooperative seed production of
agreed quantity by underwriting the sale of unlifted seed.

ii. Inthe cultivation of pulses which are being grown mostly in the rain-fed conditions, the existing
facilities of subsidised distribution of sprinkler sets will be expanded. Under NPDP, the
programme relating to sprinkler irrigation is being extended from year to year. This programme
will have to be provided for a longer period, say 10 years or so.

iii. Extension support to farmers will be strengthened with the association of the NGO's farmers
association along with the Government machinery.

iv. Integrated Pest Management Technology for pulses is still in a preliminary stage of its
development and hence the use of eco-friendly plant protections chemicals would continue by
the farmers. For encouraging the use of bio-control agents like NPV, their availability will be
improved.

v. For increasing the productivity of pulses, ICAR has advocated the use of sulphur as pulses
respond well to sulphur application. Materials like gypsum/pyrites have been identified as most
suitable carriers of sulphur and as such its use will be popularised among the pulse growers
through financial incentives.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The House stands adjourned to meet again at 11 AM on 18th December, 2000.
18.04 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock

on Monday, December 18, 2000/ Agrahayana 27, 1922 (Saka).






