Title: Regarding drinking water shortage and water pollution in Kalahandi district in Orissa, Jaipur, Rajasthan, Kanpur and U.P.

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO (KALAHANDI): Sir, there is an acute drinking water crisis in the districts of Kalahandi,
Bolangir and Koraput and that the water table has gone down.

MR. SPEAKER: We have discussed this subject yesterday. | think, you had participated in the debate also.

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO (KALAHANDI): That is right Sir, but this morning | have got a fax from the Collector of
my area.

MR. SPEAKER: To raise the matter in the House!

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEOQ: | took part in the debate but the condition is so acute there. Recently, there was a
question in the Rajya Sabha where the hon. Minister gave a reply but there was no mention about the scarcity of
water in Orissa. In The Statesman of 271" and in The Pioneer it has come out. | have got a fax from the Collector of
my area that there is an acute drinking water shortage in most parts of the district. Out of 191 Panchayats, there is
shortage of water in nearly 165 Panchayats where the ground water has gone to such a level where there is iron
contamination, fluorosis and chemical contamination. Therefore, | would request the Central Government to
immediately give adequate funds for the same, besides clearing the pending projects of pipe water supply for small
and urban towns immediately.

SHRIMAT| SANGEETA KUMARI SINGH DEO (BOLANGIR): Mr. Speaker Sir, | support the issue raised by the hon.
Member from Kalahandi. As the House is aware, the districts of Kalahandi, Bolangir and Koraput have been reeling
under drought conditions, | strongly urge the Central Government to release funds for the various projects in order
to do away with acute scarcity of water.
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