Title: Discussion regarding loss of lives and property due to floods in various parts of the country. (Concldued).
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SHRI RAJKUMAR WANGCHA (ARUNACHAL EAST): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir, for giving me the opportunity.
The flood situation in the entire North-East, as per report, is extremely grim, as more than 2 million people have
become homeless and more than 300 people have already perished. This is not a new phenomenon there. This



has been occurring everyyear. But no positive steps have been taken by the Government of India till today to
counter annual this devastation.

Now, as per the report from Assam, no adequate measures have been taken by the Central Government to prevent
the outbreak of epidemic. Many people have already died of it. There is a total break down in the health and
sanitation system.

| would be very particular today on this very issue in regard to Arunachal Pradesh. Our Minister of Agriculture
carried out alrial survey of affected areas after the vast flood which has wrecked havoc in the Upper Siang district
and the East Siang district as also in the Dibang valley and Lohit district. This devastation caused by this flood can
be compared with the earthquake of 1950s, as in a matter of few hours, the entire stretch of land along its course
had been swept away, including embankments. The magnitude of the flood, this time, was so high that practically
all the cultivable areas roads, infrastructure starting from Gelling on the border of China to the plains of Branmputra
have been submerged.

Sir, during his visit, the hon. Minister had made an survey of the affected area. | think, he was contented with the
aerial survey during his visit. All the affected people had high hopes that some relief would be given to them but |
am very pained to say that nothing concrete has, so far, come out. It seems that the Government have taken this
calamity very lightly. A very casual approach has been adopted by the Government.

Sir, even the level of water on that fateful day, because of this flash flood, had risen to above 40 metres above the
normal level due to which several major bridges across the Siang river had been washed away. One of the famous
bridges, the Nubo bridge which was inaugurated by the then Prime Minister Shri Devegowda had also been
washed away. Likewise, there were many small and medium bridges across the Siang river which had been totally
washed away. Similarly, three major bridges, namely, Nabo bridge, Sangam bridge and Dite, Dime; bridge which
were the lifeline of the Siang District had also been washed away including hundred of kms. Of road, power
installation etc.

Now people have been masooned and essential commodities are not reaching them. For the last one-and-a-half
months, all the administrative circles are cut off from the rest of the country, not to talk about the district
headquarters.

| am afraid, the kind of attitude the Government of India has shown, reflects the step-motherly treatment to one of
the most sensitive States of this country. In terms of population, it is true that Arunachal Pradesh is a small State,
but if we talk about its area, it is one of the largest States of this country and the largest in the North Eastern
Region. As you are all aware, this sensitive border State has already bore the brunt of the Chinese invasion in
1962. The district of Upper Siang is located on the Chinese border and is very sensitive in nature. One would,
therefore, expect more sympathy and more help from the Central Government which we have not been getting for
the last one-and-a-half months.

We are yet to know the reasons for this flood. Through some newspapers, we have learnt that River Siang, which
originates in Tibet where it is known as Tsangpho River had breached and thus, devastation had occurred on
11.06.2000. We do not know whether the Ministry of External Affairs had taken up this matter with the Chinese
Government. But surely, in this age of globalisation, there should have been some mechanism to prevent and to
detect this type of devastation.

In regard to the lives that were lost because of this flood, it may not be compared with that of Orissa. We have seen
that because of natural calamities in Orissa, hundreds of people have perished. So, we may not be in a position to
compare it. But the amount of impact it had created in the economy of Arunachal Pradesh can be really compared
with that of Orissa. | can say that it is proportionate to that of Orissa. As of today, nearly 40 people had died in
Lohit, Debang, Upper Siang and East Siang areas of Arunachal Pradesh.

The Government of Arunachal Pradesh has already sent a memorandum, describing the tentative assessment of
losses that had occurred because of the devastating floods. it was amounting to Rs.140 crore. Subsequently
considerable further losses had been reported and thus, the amount on initial estimate have been nearly Rs. 200
crore. When the report was submitted to the Government of India, at that time, it was confined to only two districts,
mainly of Upper Siang and East Siang, but now we are getting a lot of reports about damages in Dibang and Lohit
district also. Just two days back, | got a report saying that ten people have perished there. Lohit district is one of the
biggest districts in the State of Arunachal Pradesh.

Sir, Rs. 8.80 crore have been earmarked for Arunachal Pradesh from the Calamity Relief Fund. Out of that only Rs.
2.20 crore have been released. | would urge upon the Government of India to release the balance amount. On top



of that, | would urge upon the Government of India to release a minimum amount of Rs. 200 crore immediately to the
State of Arunachal Pradesh from national Fund for Calamity Relief in order to face the crisis. People are totally out
of touch with their headquarters. We are only airlifting the essential commodities which is also not sufficient.

I would like to put on record my sincere appreciation for the services rendered by the Indian Air Force in these flood
affected areas, and the pivital role played in carrying out the relief operation with, high degree of professionalism
and efficiency.

| would like to urge upon the Government to look into this problem very seriously which occurred on 11.6.2000. The
Minister, after his aerial survey, must have assessed the losses that we have suffered due to this disaster.

We were told that Rs. 100 crore have been released for Himachal Pradesh. Why not for Arunachal Pradesh? Only
Rs. 2.20 crore have been released to Arunachal Pradesh, that too from the Calamity Relief Fund which was
earmarked against Arunachal Pradesh for 2000-2001. | am not saying that Himachal Pradesh should not be given
that amount. But there should not be any discrimination against any State in providing additional relief fund to the
affected States. This is my only request to the hon. Minister.

With these few words, | would like to conclude my speech. Thank you.

SHRI M.VV.S. MURTHY (VISAKHAPATNAM): Mr. Chairman, Sir, year after year, the flood situation is becoming
very grave in India. Either in South India or in North India, India is always affected by floods. | would like to ask the
Minister of Agriculture and the Government of India as to why we are not able to take any concrete step to tame
these rivers. Godavari in the South and Brahmaputra in the East always cause havoc. My friend from Arunachal
Pradesh stated that water level is forty metres above the normal level. In Andhra Pradesh, the whole Government
machinery is doing nothing but controlling the flood situation in both the Godavari districts while the river Godavari
is in Floods.
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This is not a new thing. It happens every year. On the other side of India, we are facing drought. Even after 50
years of Independence, we are not able to tame these rivers and utilise them fully. | can understand the difficulty
with regard to cyclone. Cyclone is not a man-made thing. It is a divine fury and we may not be able to anticipate it,
correctly but we know the flow of rivers. A number of charts are being prepared every year as to where the dams
are to be constructed but we always discuss and discuss and leave it there only.

| urge upon the hon. Minister to set up a high level Committee to examine which river is going where and why it is
causing flood. Let the Minister submit a White Paper to the House. We would like to know, how many districts have
been inundated in how many years; how many people have been evacuated and how much money the Government
of India has spent on flood relief measures every year. The money spent for the flood relief may be utilised properly
so that we can make full use of our water resources.

We know that in South, our Tamilian and Kannadiga brothers are fighting over Cauvery water. There is no sufficient
water stored in Godavari. Much of the water flow into the sea. The Brahmputra is flooding away the whole of Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh. It is a very novel situation. The Government appears to be helpless in this regard, but |
hope, the Government is not helpless. The Government can help the country, help the farmers, to produce more
foodgrains.

The hon. Minister of Agriculture is a very able and understanding person. Recently, he has issued a paper on
National Agriculture Policy. | think, in course of time, we should also have a discussion on that. | would request the
hon. Minister to make a statement on the flood situation giving ways and means of utilising the river water properly.
The hon. Minister should also help those who have lost everything in the flood. This has become a routine matter
now. | would request the Hon. Minister to look into it and produce a White Paper on it at the earliest.

SHRI LAKSHMAN SETH (TAMLUK): Sir, in our country the floods have become a regular feature. Every year we
are faced with flood which causes devastation. Last year, about 14 States were flooded which caused a huge
devastation. Last year, the damage caused to human lives due to flood, was tremendous. About 896 human lives
were lost. The loss of animals was about 3861 and 8.82 lakh houses were damaged. The loss to cultivable land
was of the order of 7.45 lakh hectare. This is a national calamity which occurs every year. This year also, the
States of West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh, parts of Bihar and Assam have been affected.

Why do floods occur? De-siltation in the riverbed, deforestation, heavy rains and erosion of the banks of the rivers
are some of the reasons of flood. The hon. Member has rightly pointed out that we cannot understand or tackle
cyclone easily, but floods can easily be tackled. Since we know the reasons of flood, we can tackle them easily.
But, even after 53 years of Independence, we have not been able to control the floods.



Sir, rain could be a blessing for our society and for our country. If we can conserve rain water, it can benefit our
country in many ways. There is no scheme for conservation of water. Some schemes should be taken up to protect
the banks of the rivers so that we can tackle the siltation problem. Every dam and barrage has been seriously silted
and because of that whenever heavy rains take place, floods also take place.

Sir, under the Planning Commission a Committee called Keshker Committee was constituted to find out the reasons
and solutions for floods particularly in the Ganges. This Committee also recommended that about Rs.927 crore
would be required for protecting the banks of Ganga. Sir, the situation has deteriorated to the extent that any time
Ganga and Bhagirathi may meet. If they meet, the whole South Bengal will be washed out and there will be a
catastrophe in our country. So suitable measures and comprehensive plans should be prepared to combat this
situation.

Sir, every year the Gangetic and the Godavari regions witness floods and loss of human lives. This happens in
about 14 States. About 40 million hectares of land is liable to be flooded. How much we are losing can be easily
assessed. So, if the problem is understood and if comprehensive and scientific planning is done, the situation can
be tackled easily. In today's age of high technology, it is not impossible. It can be done easily. Every year because
of Damodar Valley Corporation (DVC) major parts of West Bengal are being flooded. It is because the catchment
area of the DVC is not sufficient and adequate to accommodate the huge rain water. The DVC is forced to open the
gates and barrages, with the result vast areas of South Bengal are being flooded. The Kansavati Barrage also
needs to be extended to accommodate huge rain water. It is also our experience that because of the mining of
dolomite in Bhutan, siltation is taking place in various rivers because all the rivers come from Bhutan to the North
Bengal. So, every year, various parts of the North Bengal as well as North Bihar are facing flood situation. So, |
think all these things should be restricted. It is possible to do so.

Sir, flood is man-made now. It is occurring because of the failure of the Government machinery. That is why, |
suggest to the hon. Minister for Agriculture and the Minister for Water Resources that a comprehensive plan should
be evolved. Firstly, de-siltation should be undertaken to a greater extent. Secondly, erosion of the banks should be
taken up very seriously.

Afforestation programme should be taken up and the rainwater should be conserved. This would be a blessing for
our country. Water is a very very important asset of our country. All the barrages and dams should be cleansed and
desilted. These barrages and dams have become very old. They have not been reconstructed or renovated or
improved. These are the necessary measures to be taken up to combat the flood situation.

Lastly, | would like to raise one more point. There should not be any discrimination in the matter of allotment of
funds. Last year, as you know, just on the eve of the elections there was flood havoc in our State. Out of the 18
districts, 14 districts were totally submerged under water. The Central Team visited West Bengal and made a
recommendation that a minimum of Rs.200 crore would be required for the reconstruction work. But it is very
unfortunate that last year West Bengal Government received only Rs.29 crore. How could this situation be tackled
and how could the devastation be combated with such a small allotment of funds? So, my request to the hon.
Minister is not to do anything discriminatory. Every State should be given the same kind of consideration.
Immediately the Government of India should take steps for the protection of the banks of these rivers and stop
erosion caused by the river Ganga. Otherwise the whole State of West Bengal will be totally under water or a large
area of the State will be washed away.

With these words, | conclude. Thank you.
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SHRI A.F. GOLAM OSMANI (BARPETA): Mr. Chairman, as | come from Assam, naturally | will emphasise on this
aspect so far as Assam is concerned.

It is a perennial problem with the State of Assam and other North-Eastern States. My friend, the hon. Member from
Arunachal Pradesh has described the plight of that area. So, what is to be done? There has to be a long-term
programme to face this annual problem.

So far as Assam is concerned, it is said that harnessing of Brahmaputra will solve the problem but that is a long
drawn out affair. It has to be taken up with China. But so far as the tributaries of Brahmaputra are concemed, there
were piece-meal planning to raise embankment on them for flood moderation. Nothing has been done yet. There is
one Brahmaputra Board which is carrying on only surveys. Sir, the main problem with regard to this has to be
tackled with a special arrangement. Let there be a special arrangement on behalf of the Government of India
involving Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, and adjoining areas.

This year, devastating flood has occurred in most of the areas of the Brahmaputra Valley. So far as Demaji and



Lakhimpur districts are concerned, it was devastating and they were declared as flood affected areas but no relief
has been given to that extent. The districts of Kamrup, Barpeta, and Goalpara were heavily affected. Till now, no
systematic arrangement has been made to tackle the problems of the people who have been affected by flood.

17.48 hours (Shri P.H. Pandiyan in the Chair)

The Centre has got a Fund which will release some money, perhaps, afterwards. Till now, the Government of India
has not come out with any definite statement about the release of any fund from the Calamity Fund. The Assam
Government has also not taken up the matter with the Central Government with that seriousness. We implore upon
the hon. Minister to look into it and advance whatever amount it deems fit to face the immediate problem of the
flood-affected people.

Sir, it is not a question of relief. About the medical aspect, there is already an apprehension that a large-scale
epidemic will break-out in the affected areas of Goalpara, Barpeta, Nalbari, and Demaji districts. A Central team has
to be sent immediately to assess the gravity of the problem not only in relation to the present flood but also to
assess the present plight of the people affected by this flood. So, | would request the hon. Minister to constitute a
team immediately and send them to the affected areas of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, and adjoining areas and he
himself should pay a visit to assess the situation personally.
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SHRI ADHI SANKAR (CUDDALORE): In Tamil Nadu even that much amount is not given.

MR. CHAIRMAN : What do you want for Tamil Nadu?

SHRI ADHI SANKAR : Only Rs.77 lakh is given, per M.P. in Tamil Nadu. Rs. 6.00 crore must be given.
SHRIANANT GANGARAM GEETE : The demand is for Rs. 6.00 crore.

MR. CHAIRMAN: For each M.P. there is only an amount of Rs.77 lakh per year.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Four hours have been allotted for this discussion. This discussion started at 4.18 p.m.
Is it the pleasure of the House to extend the time of the discussion till 8.18 p.m.?

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: It should be completed today. ...(Interruptions)

DR. M.P. JAISWAL (BETTIAH): Sir, it may be postponed to another day. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: No. We have to complete the discussion today itself. The sitting of the House is extended till 8.18
p.m.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Bal Krishna Chauhan, you can speak now.
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SHRI BIJOY HANDIQUE (JORHAT): Mr. Chairman, Sir, it has been a monsoon ritual for us to give a catalogue of
sufferings of men and animals on the floor of the House. Come monsoon, the rivers are in mad fury, washing away
crops, houses, cattle and humans too. By the time the Monsoon Session is over, the monsoon too, enters in its
petering away stage and the ritual is talked out, at least, passes into the wordy proceedings of the House.

This has been going on for so many years. Unless some serious thinking is done by the Government, | am afraid, it
will end up as an eternal exercise in futility.

Coming to the flood havoc, | will not reel off a long list of damages that have been caused. It is now the third wave
that hit Assam and the North-East. This region is cut off from the rest of the country, for the last couple of days.
Three waves of floods since April have affected about 26 lakhs of people in 16 districts of Assam and nearly 25
people had lost their lives.

This year itself, there are 54 breaches on the embankments. The third wave, which started last week, so far
affected nearly 3000 villages in 16 districts, inundating three lakh hectares of land, damaging a crop area of
1,23,569 hectares. While the situation is improving in a few districts, it continues to remain grim in the other ten
districts. The water level of Brahmaputra and its tributaries continue to flow above the danger mark in Darrang,
Dhubri, Lakimpur, Jorhat, Goalpara and Morigaon districts. Road and rail communication in most of these districts
also continue to remain disrupted as sections of rail tracks and highways still remain under water. Dibrugarh is one
of the biggest towns of Assam, is exposed to erosion and erosion is posing a serious threat to this city. This has
been going on for the last so many years without any effective measures.

The second wave that hit in June end, was equally severe, and Lakimpur and Dhemaji were the worst affected
districts. In Dhemaji official release said that 38,840 persons of 64 villages had been affected, while in the
Dhakuakhana sub-division of the Lakimpur district alone, so far 116 villages with a population of over 28,000 had
been hit. Altogether, on the state 4,82,220 people of 1428 villages were affected in the second wave.

So, this is in nutshell, flood depredations caused by three waves. We have two more months to go till the monsoon
goes away; and we may have at least two more waves in the course of the next two months.

Recently, in reply to a question, the hon. Minister of Agriculture has stated that an amount of Rs. 37 crore were
released to Assam for various measures. The hon. Minister justified this meagre allocation on the plea that over
4560 kms. of embankments and 945 drainage channels have already been constructed in Assam. Without disputing
the figure at the moment, may | ask in a span of how many years? Not less than 15 or 20 years. But construction of
embankments and drainage channels is not all. These need to be annually repaired and maintained. For every
year, flood or no flood, the turbulent currents of the rivers keep attacking the embankments. Now, the entire
embankment of the river Brahmaputra is dotted with erosion points and vulnerable points. Funds made available for
repair and maintenance over the years are scanty. So, flood and erosion are inevitable.

Sir, | would like to cite a typical case of Government bungling. Erosion at Nemati poses a threat to a premier town of
Assam, Jorhat. In 1992 at my initiative, the work on preparing a scheme was started by the District Flood Control
Department. In 1994, it was finally prepared at an estimated cost of Rs. 32 crore. Then it was sent to Pune
Laboratory by the Ministry of Water Resources for further investigation and checks. It was cleared by the end of
1995. Since it was then too late to be taken up on Central Government assistance, the then Government were
advised by the Planning Commission to initiate the project on Central Government loan assistance scheme
assuring that such scheme could always be later converted into a Central Government Assistance Scheme, that is
90 per cent Central grant and 10 per cent State's own fund. The Planning Commission even released Rs. 1 crore
for starting the work. The work started by the end of 1995. Then came the 1996 elections. As soon as the elections
came, the work was stalled. Till today the present State Government could not spend that Rs. 1 crore fully. Nor did
it ask the Central Government for conversion of this scheme into Central Assistance Scheme. Instead this amount is
converted into revenue deposit. This is how causes of flood persist.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, you must have heard about Brahmaputra Board. It has not done any meaningful research so far.
Let me narrate the second case. Diroi Drainage scheme was proposed for Sivasagar district. This scheme has
been baffling the engineers of the Board. They have no solution to it. | accompanied the engineers to the site also
for investigation. But till today there is no plan for that.

Again, there is an incisive erosion point on the embankment of river Dehing at LIBIL in Sivasagar district. It
threatens the surrounding tribal villages. As no funds are available, no work could be done. So, flood and erosion



are inevitable and naturally people have to suffer.

| conclude by saying that in the last year's Budget less than Rs. 100 crore were allocated to the water resources
Ministry as against the Shukla Commission's recommendation of Rs. 50,000 crore for the next 50 years. Shukla
Commission was constituted in 1997 to process the Prime Minister's package for implementation. It may take more
than fifty years may be 60 or 70 years. But we have to make a beginning. At some point of time we have to make
the beginning. Otherwise, history will not forgive us.

| do hope that the Government will look into my suggestions, particularly the one relating to Brahmaputra Board and
see to it that meaningful research is done there.
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SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV (SILCHAR): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, at the very outset, | must convey my thanks to
the Government that in spite of various setbacks, the Government has agreed to start this debate. Also, all the
political parties have, in the wisdom of the hon. Speaker and in the wisdom of your goodself, decided to start this
debate in the House.

Our area Arunchal Pradesh in the North-Eastern region is facing the worst ever flood that it faced in its history so
far. People have been cut off from the rest of India. There is a feeling in that area that the Government of India
renders service to other parts of the country in a devastating flood like this but it is not rendering the service in the
case of the North-East. | do not know how far it is true. | do not threaten you. We have two Ministers here — Shri
Nitish Kumar and Shri Arjun Sethi. They are from the grass-root level. In my area, people are in the lowest
economic level. They are out of touch from the mainstream now. Their road connection is the only connection. They
have no train connection. Air connection is also very irregular. Considering these things, | would make a
suggestion. As one of the Members of Parliament from the North-Eastern region of India, | would request that a
team must go there, evaluate the situation and take appropriate steps in this regard. Please do not forget that
Arunachal Pradesh is the only State in the North-Eastern region where not a single terrorist outfit is there. They are
in the national mainstream. The number of people affected by goondaism and threats is minimum. If you go to the
jails in Arunachal Pradesh, you can hardly see any culprit there. So, we should encourage the people of Arunachal
Pradesh.

We have been trying — with the help of Shri Dasmunsi, with our leader and others - to bring this subject before the
House for a discussion. | have seen the agony of the people of Arunachal Pradesh.

Shri Nitish Kumar and Shri Arjun Sethi, recently | read one of the newspapers. The point is that the Chinese
delegation came to India and had some discussion about the rivers and other things. They have agreed to share
some data which are not available with us about the Brahmaputra river. The Government of India is trying to tame
the Brahmapuitra river. As my colleague Shri Bijoy Handique has said, we have not one or two but three floods in a
year. The river Brahmaputra has become a river of sorrow. It washes away bridges, roads, houses. crops, animals
and what not. There was a time when the Government of India used to help us a lot. But because of the changed
situation, probably not only in respect of Assam but also in respect of the entire country, the Department of
Drainage and Embankment is getting minimum help now.

19.00 hrs.

In my own constituency, Silchar, there are as many as 120 bridges which are damaged in the last six years. Nothing
has been done. Same is the condition in Karimganj, Hailakandi, and Barak Valley which is known as a land of
peace. We go to the Government of Assam but it says that no money is available. There are many bridges which
have been broken. No repair work has been done. We have been doing some work on the roads with the money
we get from the World Bank, the NABARD, and from the MPLAD Scheme. But how long can we continue like that?
Previously, we used to get assistance from the Flood Damage Fund. Now, it is not coming.

| can name Jhanger Valley in this regard. Here, women go by river, come by river and again go by river and then go
to their houses. Sunapur, 32 Number Circle, Sonai, Borkhola — everywhere this is the situation. The Government of
India is having a financial crisis, | know that. The present situation is existing all over the country. Something has to
be done. | understand that the World Bank may come forward to help to tame the Brahmaputra. We should draw a
Master Plan in collaboration with China because the source of the Brahmaputra is China. Now, our relations with
China have improved a lot. | would humbly request the Government that some steps have to be taken in that
respect.

The Silchar-Shillong Road is our lifeline. Shri Nitish Kumar has gone there. This is not in use for the last 15 days
because of landslides. | would urge Shri Nitish Kumar or Shri Arjun Sethi to send a note to the Border Roads
Organisation to complete the work on a war-footing. This road carries the traffic to Mizoram, Manipur, Tripura, and
Barak Valley of Assam. | have been in touch but unfortunately the progress is not very good. So, | would request the
hon. Minister to kindly send a note to the Border Roads Organisation to take immediate steps in regard to Silchar-
Shillong road and to see that it is repaired immediately.

Hon. Deputy-Speaker is ringing the bell. | would not like to displease him. Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, you are lucky.
There is no flood in your area. So, you will not feel so mucha€;...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: My area is completely covered with sea. Hon. Minister has come and seen it.
SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEYV : | am going there in October. | would see the place.



| would request that after this discussion on flood you should have some dialogue with the Finance Ministry and the
Planning Commission and try to find out some short-term and long-term solutions. The short-term solution is to call
the States and tell them that the basic lifelines for an ordinary man in the village should be repaired. | know that it
was once done when Shri V.C. Shukla was the Minister. He, at our request, did it and for that we are very grateful.

I know that Shri Nitish Kumar is a man of the masses and my friend, Shri Arjun Sethi is also a common man. | would
request them to please take some steps. sma @i = g o fEde e, fae & T, fF o= & o Tl oy dFer IaR =« T R
fafey wrge o W) @t T This is the feeling of the people about our Parliament, which, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
you are managing very well. You should also ask the Government to give some funds to help us. Now-a-days, the
hon. Speaker does not say anything to the Government.

Sir, sometimes you should give a direction to the Government as you have done today in the case of the discussion
under Rule 184. | would like to congratulate you for that. The Government will not fall because of a discussion
under Rule 184. You will also not go down in the esteem of the people if you give a direction. In fact, you will be
known by the people of Assam that you have directed the Government to give some money for their relief. So,
kindly give a direction to the Government in this regard.
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SHRIAMAR ROY PRADHAN (COOCHBEHAR): Hon. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, | thank you for giving me a chance. You
know that | am one of the seniormost Members of this House. This is my eighth term. During this long period, | think
there has been no such year in which we have not discussed flood, drought or any such thing. This is the position.
We are discussing it. We are debating it. We shall ask for embankment. We shall ask for afforestation. We shall ask
for some other things. We shall ask for money. The hon. Minister from the Government side will say, "All right. This
much has been allotted for you."

In this connection, through you, | would like to ask a question to the hon. Minister here. Last year, he was not the
Minister of Agriculture. There was his predecessor. Last year, there were floods in West Bengal. Fourteen districts
were affected. At that time, the State Government had asked for Rs. 725 crore and he had sent a Central Team.
They visited many places. After coming back from there, the Government gave only Rs. 29 crore. The Central
Team recommended Rs. 200 crore. May | know about the estimation of sending a Central Team? Is it not an
unnecessary expenditure? You could have said, "This was the lottery. Rs. 5 crore have been allotted to 'A’ State,
Rs. 2 crore for 'B' State and Rs. 3 crore for 'C' State." He could have distributed it in this manner. This type of thing
should not be done.



From 1st August, there have been heavy rains in the northern parts of West Bengal, particularly in Darjeeling,
Jalpaiguri and Cooch Behar. The river was in spate. There has also been rain in the upper catchment area. The
entire North Bengal got flooded with water. Do you know as to what is its position and dimension? About 300
houses have been washed away. About 4,000 houses have been damaged. About five lakh people are flood
affected. About 2,000 cattle have lost their lives. This is the position. Have you sent a single farthing to them as
yet? No.

We are discussing how we can check the floods. This has been discussed so many times. Today, | am repeating all
those things. In the 1950s, there was a Commission. It was not Shri K.L. Rao's time. In 1950s, there was a mention
about Brahmaputra-Krishna-Godavri Canal, that is, from North to South. Let there be a river grid. Have you taken
up this position till today? No.

In 1965, just to control the flood affected areas of North Bengal and the North-Eastern Region, there was a Report
of the Man Singh Committee. Have you gone through that? The reply is 'no'.

Last time also, we tried hard. Particularly the Members from Bihar, West Bengal and the North-Eastern Region
demanded that let there be talks with the Governments of Nepal and Bhutan, and others. You did not do that. How
can you check the water? Take the instance of North Bengal. We are very much linked with Bhutan.

In Bhutan, deforestation is going on ruthlessly. They are mining the dolomite, that means, river water is coming
down very heavily in that part. The entire area is going to be flooded.

Sir, now we are speaking about embankments. But what is the position with regard to embankments? The riverbed
is silted and is going to be high and high. Tomorrow, in future, we shall have to ask our children and grand children
where is the river. It is not down but is flooding high and we are down. This is the condition of entire India. If this is
the position, may | know from hon. Minister, has he set up any commission to check these floods throughout the
country? How can he send water to the drought prone areas? All things have to be taken up at a time and in an
appropriate manner.

Sir, these activities are very much condemnable. When we are floating on floods, at that time so many areas have
been isolated. Rail lines have been washed away. Now, some road links have been made, but in some parts rail
links could not be established.

The hon. Minister of Food and Supplies is not here. The FCI has taken a decision to stop storing activities in some
parts of West Bengal and let Godown facilities to be available only in Siliguri. The facilities in Alipore Dwar and
Jalpaiguri have been withdrawn. How will they supply food to others? This is the position as on now. They do not
care about others.

| request the hon. Minister to come to our part, visit the affected areas and do something for the flood victims. |
would also request the hon. Minister to sanction some money and not to depend on the central teams because no
one knows when those teams would visit the affected areas and sanction the money for these downtrodden and
poor people affected by floods.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: My only appeal to all of you is that it is now going to be according to the schedule. So,
each speaker is given five minutes only. | request that let that be strictly adhered to.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI (RAIGANJ): Sir, | am sorry when my name was called | was held up for 9t
August function. ...(Interruptions)

Sir, first of all, on behalf of our Party, | strongly plead the case of Arunachal Pradesh which is recently the victim of
worst ever flood in the history of India. This tiny State is having no resources at their command. | was told that
nothing had been given from the Centre till now. | will be grateful to the Government if they respond to this crisis
immediately and rescue Arunachal Pradesh.

The second point is that | am still very confused as to who is dealing with the subject of flood. My understanding
was that when Dr. C.P. Thakur, the then hon. Minister, held a meeting after the Lok Sabha was constituted that
flood is his subject and | understood the flood relief is the subject of the Ministry of Agriculture. So, | am happy that
both the Ministers, Shri Arjun Sethi, hon. Minister of Water Resources and the Minister of Agriculture, who is to do
work after the flood, are here.

| am thankful to both the Ministers. Both the Ministers are committed, honest, sincere and are men of the public
having practical experience in their lives. So, | do hope a lot that they will respond to this.

Sir, | have been arguing it a number of times. | represent an area in North Bengal. | would like to inform you that out
of 11 blocks in my constituency, Raiganj, seven blocks remain under water for four months a year. During election
time, out of 1500 booths, 680 polling booths are on boat. You can imagine the plight of the people whom |
represent. | am told that the Ganges is changing its course in the district of Malda and within five years Malda town
would be under water of Ganges. This is the threat.

The starting point of the river Phulhar in Bihar is destroying my area called Ratua. There is already an island
surrounded by the river and 80 villages have already gone into erosion and people of 20 villages are crying for the
last two months. | could not tell them anything. | told privately to the hon. Minister, Shri Arjun Sethi. | wrote a number
of letters to the hon. Minister, but, as usual, the reply was that it is being looked into. Finally, when it will be looked
into, everything will be under water and there is nothing to look into except water. Therefore, with all seriousness, |
would request the hon. Minister to consider this. | would give only a few suggestions.

There is an area known as ltahaar. Hon. Member, Shri Rupchand Pal knows about it. It is under water for six
months in a year. What do | do there? There is nothing, no education, etc. | represent an area called Raiganj. Half
of the area is linked with Barsoi of Bihar. Hon. Minister Shri Nitish Kumar comes from that area. Nothing could move



there. The National Highway number 34, which is the life-line of North-East, is under water for four months a year.
Nothing moves there. Therefore, | would make a few suggestions to the hon. Minister in line with what Kunwar
Akhilesh Singh has said. Please write a letter to all the MPs of areas known as flood-prone segments and advise
them. You identify the rivers connected with the border countries -- rivers in Bangladesh and Nepal -- and the
Indian rivers, which are causing problems.

Thirdly, you compile all those data in your computer and evaluate in the State Annual Plan as to how much is there
to have a total management of the flood and how much is there for the temporary management of the flood.
Thereafter, you prepare a White Paper and call a two-day brain-storming meeting of all those MPs, and bring the
State Government Representatives. You understand what available resources can be there to look after the issue.
Then, a comprehensive idea could be evolved because in our district, Uttar Dinajpur and Dakshin Dinajpur, we are
the victims of river from Bangladesh every year. We cannot help it. Sometimes, | feel that we are paying a price. We
are the victims of the river which is coming from Bihar called Phulhar. | do not blame Bihar. The river has to flow
somewhere. These days it is said in the modern world that there cannot be any flood control. It could only be flood
management. River cannot be resisted, nature cannot be throttled by pressure and nature should move as it is.

<t gedl 8 F9U @ g 8, W A@ 7@ o |@aarl Therefore, you have got to take three things into consideration. You
have enormous funds not at your disposal, but at the disposal of the Ministry of Rural Development. | gave this idea
to the District Collector of my constituency that the money in the programme of Employment Assurance Scheme
should be spent like China did. During the period January to April the digging and de-silting process of the river
should be done and you take this soil and put it on high embankment. Every month in these three months, it should
be done permanently as a regular programme in every Panchayat with that money and with proper supervision.
With this you can handle half of your problem.

| tell you that half of your money is not reaching for the flood management. It is taken away by thieves and dacaoits.
There is a lobby in Pakur and Raj Mahal areas. | would request you to visit that area. They will decide what time the
stones should be put and they will decide it around the time of monsoon so that it will be washed away. If any
engineer is courageous enough and shifts it much in advance, there will be attempts on his life. That is the kind of
mafia that is there.

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : Sir, he is talking very genuine thing. ...(/nterruptions)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : It is very strange.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : | am speaking about a very serious thing. When my area was devastated by
floods, | told the engineer as to why he did not start the work six months before. ...(Interruptions) Sir, | cannot tell
you officially. But the fact is that this mafia will not allow to release the tenders in time so that the span which will be
built by the stones will come up in time and if it is attempted, there will be attempts on the life. | tell you that this is a
serious problem.

Therefore, | would request the hon. Minister to please consider this, without listening to the officers sitting there. |
told you to take care of the Ganga Flood Control Commission in Raj Mahal and Pakur areas. Do you think that the
Bengal flood is only limited upto Raj Mahal? No. There are Mahananda and Jalpaiguri divisions. The rivers,
Tangon, Chiramati, Sui, Nagar, Kulik are creating havoc. | have already started collecting the tarpaulins because
this is the month of August and | know that the floods are coming within a week in my constituency. So, | am only
collecting the tarpaulins because | know that the Government of India will not give anything and the State
Government will say that there are no funds and the Members of Parliament will be hauled up as to what we are
doing.

Therefore, | would request the hon. Minister to please not to dispose of this debate in a casual manner and have a
constructive debate and discussion for two or three days. You sit in Vigyan Bhavan and call all the M.Ps.
representing the flood-prone areas. You take in advance the papers from them. You call the representatives of the
State Governments. You call your experts. You have a two-day meeting and then you come to the conclusion as to
how to do it. You also call the Minister of Rural Development because there is a huge amount of money in the
Panchayats. Without doing any hard work they are taking the money. You compel them that in January-April period
they should take up the river programme and in May-June the drought-prone area programme. In July the
monsoons will come and the rivers will be ready. If you do not do this in a business-like manner every year, | am
afraid you cannot tackle the flood management. You do not resist

the flow of the river. Let the river flow as it desires. The human beings should plan and allow the river to flow an__d
then manage the flood siation by heightening the embankment and taking care of the causes of silting etc. under
this Employment Assurance Scheme every year.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Arjun Sethi to intervene in the debate.

THE MINISTER OF WATER RESOURCES (SHRI ARJUN SETHI): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, | thank you for giving
me this opportunity to intervene in this important discussion on floods in different parts of the country, and the
measures to be taken to mitigate the sufferings of the people in the affected States. My senior colleague, hon.
Minister of Agriculture, will deal with the issues of relief, restoration as well as rehabilitation of the affected people,
and other problems arising out of these floods like landslides in different States.

At the outset, | thank the hon. Member who has initiated this debate. He and the other Members who have spoken
have pointed out the seriousness as well as the damages caused to the States in different parts. They have
narrated in detail the problems being faced in their respective States. | do not want to go into those details. | would
only like to highlight here that after Independence, especially after the planning process started in our country, no
doubt, measures have had been taken, and funds have been allotted to control floods as well as to provide
irrigation facilities in the States for the benefit of the people, especially the farmers. Due to this, the area under
irrigation has increased from 20 million hectares to 90 million hectares over the years. The green revolution is the
result of it, and the food production has increased from 52 million tonnes to 200 million tonnes now.

My hon. Friend, Shri Dasmunsi, and those who have spoken on this issue have brought to the notice of the House
as well as the Ministry that the Members concerned, whose constituencies have been affected by floods, should be
involved and there should be a discussion so that the flood prone areas can be known, and a master plan or some
sort of task force should be constituted to deal with this problem.

Sir, | have no objection to that. But | would like to remind him that the subject of flood control is not entirely with the
Central Government. Flood control and Irrigation is in the State List. The primary responsibility lies with the State
Government.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Sir, | also have said that you could invite the representatives of the State
Governments as well.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: Sir, | would not like to enter into any controversy. You are aware that how small matters now-



a-days are blown out of proportions and how this inter-State river waters have turned into inter-State water
disputes. No tangible results could be achieved to provide water or irrigation facilities to the deficit areas getting
transferred from surplus areas of the country. This is a fact. This has been a problem for all Governments at the
Centre. | would not like to blame any particular State Government or any particular area. But | would just like to
highlight some of the reasons as to why this problem has become so acute in the recent years.

Sir, Hon. Member Shri Suman has stated that the Government has no National Water Policy. | would like to remind
him that a policy has been adopted in 1987 and is in force. The State Governments, within the framework of that
National Water Policy, are trying to solve the inter-State water disputes. There are cases pending in the Tribunals;
there are cases pending even in the High Courts and the Supreme Court. We all know. The Government is still
trying to evolve a consensus to solve this problem. This problem could be solved only with the concurrence of the
State Governments and with the concurrence of the different agencies. Now this assumed such a proportion that it
is not possible to manage and control the floods.

Sir, hon. Member Shri Suman has referred to the total area that has been given protection from flood. | would like to
mention here that out of the total flood prone area of 40 million hectare, the total area that could be given
reasonable protection is about 32 lakh million hectare. Out of this, protection has been provided to 14.4 million
hectare of land. The total amount spent for the purpose by both the Centre and the State is Rs. 5,831 crore. This is
the amount that has been spent till date since the inception of the Plan process. This is the cumulative spending by
the Centre and the States.

Sir, it could be imagined that in spite of this much spending, this problem is on the increase and it is because of
increase in population and depreciation in the value of the rupee.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Sir, how could population be linked to floods?...(Interruptions)
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SHRI ARJUN SETHI: Sir, the value of rupee has come down.

20.00 hrs.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Sir, we are not discussing the fiscal policy of the country now.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Dasmunsi, let the Minister be heard first. You can seek clarifications later on, if you
want.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: | referred to it because some hon. Members keep saying that while the Government spending
on flood management is on the increase, there has been no improvement in flood management.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record now except the Minister.
(Interruptions)*

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The convention is that when a Member wants to seek some information, he has to
request the Minister to yield first.

*Not Recorded.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: Sir, as | have stated earlier, as the propulation grows over the years, the density of population
in particular areas increases tremendously. As a consequence of that, the number of people affected by floods also
increases. That is the connection between growth in population and flood management. That is what | meant when |
talked about it.

Some Members have talked about interlinking of Himalayan rivers and the peninsular rivers. The National Water
Development Agency, which was set up in the 80s, is taking up this issue. Most probably they would be achieving
their target by, as reported to me, the year 2010. However, unless this Agency gets the cooperation of the States
concerned, it will not be possible to complete the feasibility studies in time.



Some problems of flood management have been pointed out. My friend, hon. Shri Prabhunath Singh has referred to
the Lok Nayak Jayaprakash's native village Sitab Diara. The Central Water Commission has prepared a plan in this
regard. | assure him that the money required for this work would be found and the work will be taken up in time. |
understand that my predecessor who visited that place earlier assured the people of this. Necessary funds are
being arranged so that this village is saved from floods in time.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Once the Central Water Commission had visited and taken a decision, it no
longer remains a State subject. That was the point | was making. There are agencies under the Union Ministry
which take the State Governments for their own programmes and the Minister straightaway says that he cannot do
anything because it is a State subject.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: The Central Government may prepare a feasibility study, prepare a scheme but who is to
execute it? My senior colleague knows all these things. Ultimately it is the State Governments which have to
execute such schemes. If the State Governments do not execute them properly and in time, all the schemes will go
in vain.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI (RAIGANJ): | agree with that.
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SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY (KOKRAJHAR): Sir, | have not been given a chance to speak on
this very serious matter although | also gave my name to participate in the discussion. | should be allowed to speak
now .

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Bwismuthiary, | called your name but you were not present here. All of us were there
but you were not there. Where were you?

SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY : | was told that my turn would come after one hour....
(Interruptions.)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: | called your name. But you were absent.
SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY (KOKRAJHARY): Can you not give me a chance to speak now?
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: No, you cannot, please.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: Sir, some hon. Members mentioned about the Indo-Nepal cooperation, and in regard to
problems with Bangladesh and Bhutan. At this stage, | can say this much that recently the Prime Minister of Nepal
visited our country and had discussion with the Government. From that discussion, what | gather is that they are
very much positive in their approach to this problem. | hope, whatever problems which are there, will be discussed
mutually and something positive will come out. | am very much optimistic about having some of the projects
executed to save the people not only of Nepal but also of our country.

SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN : What about Bhutan?

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: About Bhutan, | was told that my predecessor Dr. C.P. Thakur was about to visit Bhutan. But
because of his shifting from this Ministry to the other Ministry, this could not take place. But | hope, in the near
future, we will have a discussion with the Government of Bhutan and find a solution.

Similarly with regard to problem concerning Bangladesh, we will have discussion with the Government of
Bangladesh and try to solve it.

SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY : What about China?
SHRI ARJUN SETHI: | cannot say anything about China....(/nterruptions)
SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : After he visits China, he will tell about it....(/nterruptions)

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: So, about Indo-Nepal, Indo-Bhutan and Indo-Bangladesh cooperation, we are optimistic. We
hope that we will achieve something positive because all these Governments are very positive in their approach. In
this regard | want to assure all the Members, especially from Bihar and West Bengal that we will achieve something
positive.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Are you yielding Mr. Minister?
SHRI ARJUN SETHI: No, Sir,

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Rudy, he is not yielding.
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SHRI ARJUN SETHI: First, hear me.

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : No one is ready to bell the cat.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: My hon. friend has also mentioned it....(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Rudy, you cannot stand up and start seeking clarification when he is not yielding.
SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : Sir, you must appreciate that this issue is very important.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The issue may be very important but at the same time when he is on his legs, he has to
yield first. It is not that without his yielding you would stand up and ask clarification.

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : Sir, we want a solution to the problem.
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The moment you want to seek any clarification, he has to yield first.

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : Sir, it is not the question of clarification. We are only requesting the hon. Minister.
We want to know as to whether he is a party to that big Committee which is there; whether he is a part of the
negotiations with Indo-Nepal team; and whether the Ministry of External Affairs takes him into confidence. We want
to know all these things.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Rudy, you have also spoken on the same subject earlier also. He is giving reply
also.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: Sir, as my friend Shri Rudy has rightly pointed, the Ministry of Water Resources, Ministry of
External Affairs and also the Governments of Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh will sit together and find out the
solution. Everybody will be taken into confidence.

| cannot, by standing here, say that this will be done or that will be done. | cannot assure that. But efforts are being
made. With the previous Government in Nepal, the discussions almost stopped. But after the take over of the new
Government in Nepal, they have come here and they have had discussions. They are positive in their approach.
Only this much | can say. The Ministry of External Affairs is also very much involved; they will arrange everything.
We will be a part of that and | think, something positive would come up.

My senior colleague will speak about other things like the steps that the Government has taken. He has visited
Arunachal Pradesh and he would inform the House about that. He will also inform as to what is the amount of funds
that has been allotted and also about the relief that has been given to those people. He will also deal with the
situation in Himachal Pradesh and in other parts of the country.

| would say only this much that the occurrence of flood is not new; it has been there since long. The Government is
taking all possible steps. With the cooperation of the State Governments and with the cooperation of all the hon.
Members here, the Government as a whole can take steps to mitigate the sufferings of the people. There is no
doubt about that. At the same time, | would say this that controlling of flood to one hundred per cent cannot be
achieved because flood-prone area is very vast. That cannot be stopped, but its fury can be lessened.

With these words, | once again thank you very much.

...(Interruptions)



MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Bwiswmuthiary, | have called out your name, but you were not present. Nothing will
go on record. No. | cannot allow you now.

(Interruptions)™
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions) *

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Bwiswmuthiary, | called out your name, but you were not present here. Nothing will
go on record now.

(Interruptions) *

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Janardhana Reddy, you can seek a clarification after the Minister, Shri Nitish
Kumar's reply. The Minister is going to give reply now; and after that, you can seek a clarification.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI N. JANARDHANA REDDY (NARASARAOPET): Sir, | have got only a few things to mention to the hon.
Minister, Shri Sethi. Shri Nitish Kumar will talk about the rehabilitation, etc. His subject is clear.

| feel that Shri Sethi seems to have slightly got into the groove. | would only mention to him, through you, Sir, that
Dr. K. L. Rao was holding this subject. He was the man who started studying the nature of rivers. He was
mentioning about controlling the flood. 'Flood control' has gone and 'flood management' is the order of the day.

Here, one of the experienced hon. Members was mentioning that river is rising and not the floods. That means, it is
getting silted. The natures of Himalayan

*Not Recorded.

rivers and the ground rivers are different. You may say that river water is a State subject. But River Godavari starts
in Maharashtra and ends in Andhra Pradesh; River Krishna starts in Maharashtra and ends in Andhra Pradesh. So,
it is not that one State alone can be asked to do it. So, it is the study, the research about the nature of rivers and
planning control or management that is necessary.

So, | only earnestly ask the Minister, through you, Sir, whether he is going to continue the research in the CPWD or
not.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: It is CWC.
SHRIN. JANARDHANA REDDY : That is right, Sir. | stand corrected.
You study these rivers and help the nation. You cannot say that this is a State subject.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: Shri Janardhana Reddy is a senior Member. He has made some suggestions. The CWC is
already doing that.

SHRI N. JANARDHANA REDDY : About the water released in Maharashtra, they would warn at Bhadrachalam or
Rajhamundry by which time the water flows. This is the kind of work they are doing.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Janardhana Reddy, the Minister says that the research, about which you were
talking, is already being done by the CWC, may be in Bhadrachalam or in someother place. That is what he said.

SHRI N. JANARDHANA REDDY (NARASARAOPET): What | mentioned to the hon. Minister is different and what he
is talking about is different. | am talking about studying the nature of individual rivers.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: That is also being studied.
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have been given a chance to raise a few points which are very very important.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Bwiswmuthiary, your name was called. You were not here. Is it my fault?

SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY : | am very sorry for that. Since the matter is very serious, |
should have been given a chance to speak.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: Sir, Shri Bwiswmuthiary has mentioned some points to me. | have taken note of them. | will
write to him.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You have mentioned some points to him. He has already taken note of them.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions)™

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: What is this you are doing?
...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Bwiswmuthiary, you are a senior Member. You have to behave well in this House.
...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Bwiswmuthiary, you have to speak with the permission of the Chair. | called you.
You were not here. Can you speak as and when you stand up. Is it the convention here?

*Not Recorded.

SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY : Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, | am very much thankful to you for
giving me a chance to raise some very genuine points. t& @rge g ik a8 ffEpuw o1 8 & Ta-e e i #1 e & fash
T4 R 957 9F @ 915 R R i 21 &7 aten Srar @ 6 0 SReR &1 B € dfe Sgi-oiel 1T a8, $9 d9w € 39 Rt
g, forme Fav foddll ave &1 e 1€l fqan Siren 81 99 qRATSl & fog WiRa TR &1 oR$ 9§ o= @ ¥ uiferet o+t =feql Entire North-
Eastern Brahmaputra Valley is the bed of heavy rainfall and the bed of perennial floods.
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"A National Centre for Calamity Management be established under the Ministry of Agriculture to monitor
all types of natural calamities without any reference from Central or State Government. The Centre to be
empowered to recommend requirement of financial assistance to the affected States over and above
CRF."
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SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY : You have to send a Central team to the Bodoland area also as
it is very much neglected.
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But the internal places are not being visited.
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Sir, | would like to seek a clarification.
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SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY :What about Assam?
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: When the name of Shri Bwiswmuthiary was called, he was not present in the House. Mr.
Minister, he would like to ask a few questions.
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