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Title: Felicitations to Shri Manohar Joshi on his election as the new Speaker of Thirteenth Lok Sabha.
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SHRIMAT | SONIA GANDHI (AMETHI): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the Congress Party and on my own behalf |
join the hon. Prime Minister in offering our congratulations and felicitations to you on your election as the Speaker.

Sir, the greatest achievement of independent India is the democratic system that we have established and nurtured.
Parliament is the symbol of this democracy. It is the nation's most important institution which guards our freedom
and strengthens our polity.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, a great responsibility devolves upon you for maintaining the highest traditions of our Parliament.
You have seen public life at various levels. With your great experience, | am sure, you will not find it difficult to do
justice to all public issues and to all sections of the House. This House reflects not only the entire spectrum of
political opinion but also our country's diversity. The eminent Speakers of this House starting from Shri Mavalankar
have established great traditions. They, on many occasions, not only represented the entire House but also the
voice of the people of India. Sir, we look up to you to uphold this time-honoured tradition.

Sir, we, on our part, will extend our full co-operation to you in the discharge of your onerous responsibilities. | also
take this opportunity to join the hon. Prime Minister to wish our Deputy-Speaker a happy birthday today.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE (BOLPUR): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of my Party and on my behalf | felicitate
you on your assumption of one of the highest offices of this great country and | wish you well. | also offer my special
felicitations to our very dear Deputy-Speaker on his birthday.

The country is passing through trying times; let us not deny that. The very basis of our democratic functioning is
under question. There are serious economic issues, serious social issues, which are creating tension within the



country. Over and above that there is tension within the country about the country's future, integrity and unity.
There are forces that are trying to destabilise the country. All these important issues are casting their shadows
within the House itself, as they have to. As Members of the Opposition, we shall be raising these issues from time to
time. | am sure, considering the importance of the issues, you will give us adequate opportunity to raise themin
tune with the sentiments of the Opposition.

For the last two days, | do not know how much our astute Minister for Parliamentary Affairs had manoeuvered it, a
lot of unnecessary controversy has been going on as to whether your election is uncontested or unanimous.
...(Interruptions) Today, you are the Speaker of the House. Why doubts have been raised, everybody in the country
knows. It is because of your political association, because of your political affiliation, because of the policies and
programmes of the party you have been representing. As a matter of fact, even the Election Commission had to
pass certain orders. | am not going into all that controversy. ...(Interruptions) It was no reflection on any person.
...(Interruptions) | want to make it clear because everybody is asking us as to what this is. ...(Interruptions) It was
not a reflection on any personality.

Each one of us here represents certain policies, programmes, objectives and attitudes. We have not come here just
out of nothing. That is why, certain views had been expressed. But | feel that ultimately this House will have your
healing touch. Whether where you are sitting today will be a throne of thorns or a bed of roses will depend upon
how all of us conduct within the House; and your leadership will be very important. Our hope is that you will not
surrender yourself to any remote control. ...(Interruptions) | said, | am sure he will not surrender. You should
understand the spirit also.

Sir, you should hold the balance even. Rather, we should urge upon you to lean towards the 'left' because the "left'
is always the better side. The hon. Prime Minister referred to your very successful career as a coach. We have also
learned that. We are very happy and proud that we have an educationist now presiding over this House. Probably
coaching is needed these days inside the House also sometimes, about discipline, about decorum, about respect
for others and about how we should remain committed to the basic values of our society. | amtold that you were
also a successful builder. | am sure you will build up this great institution whenever there are any deficiencies.

My last submission before you is - | am sincerely saying this - that nowadays tension is unnecessarily created as to
the way some proceedings are conducted in the House. Nowadays, there appears to be some super-Speakers. A
lot of intolerance, interference and disturbance is created .

Speaker's decisions are being challenged as to who will speak. Directions are being given to him as to what he
should speak. Therefore, Sir, these are the matters on which, | am sure, you had also expressed your reservations,
and this will be rectified.

Sir, what | wanted to say is that now you are my Speaker. You belong to the House; and you are the Speaker of the
entire House. This is the glory of this position.

Sir, | amin no manner of doubt that you will be a true soldier of this House under the Constitution and you will not
be a pracharak, as the Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpyee had said, you will be a servant of the society; and a
leader of the House.

Sir, we have full faith in you. | can assure you that we shall cooperate with you in all manner in the discharge of
your duties.

SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU (SRIKAKULAM): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the Telugu Desam Party and on my own
behalf | heartily congratulate you on your election as the Speaker, Lok Sabha unopposed.

The post of the Speaker, Lok Sabha is a very important and responsible one. In our parliamentary democracy, the
Speaker is the custodian of all the values and ethics that are crucial for smooth functioning of the democracy. Ours
is a pluralistic society. We have different religions, different cultures and different ways of living and thinking
characterising our country. Pluralism and secularism are the cornerstones of our parliamentary political system of
which Lok Sabha is a part. We have to protect and propagate these two ideals.

Whenever there is a problem or crisis in our country, the House seriously addresses those issues.

Sir, though you have been elected as a Member of Lok Sabha for the first time, you are not new to anybody. You
have held so many key positions. You were elected to the Maharashtra Legislative Council and Maharashtra
Legislative Assembly many a time. You have held the position of a Minister, Chief Minister of a State and the Union
Minister at the Centre.



So, you know the problems being faced on the floor of the House. We are hoping that you, as the Speaker, will give
chance to all the Members especially the backbenchers and the new Members to speak. Every Member wants to
speak and address his local and State issues. You have to give equal opportunity to everybody.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, once again, on behalf of my party and on my own behalf | congratulate you. | may assure you that
we shall extend our fullest cooperation to you in conducting the business of the House.
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SHRI P.H. PANDIAN (TIRUNELVELI): Hon. Speaker, Sir, I, on behalf of my Party - AIADMK, on behalf of my leader,
Dr. Purachithalaivi, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, and on my own behalf congratulate you, on your election as
the Speaker of this House.

Sir, India is the tallest and the biggest democratic country. The Speaker is the heart-beat of Parliament and
Parliament is the heart-beat of the people of India. Sir, when we compare the Speaker's Office in India with the
Speaker's Office in House of Commons, we find that it is complex. When | visited the House of Commons about 15
years back, | saw a bag hanging on the back of the Speaker's Chair. | asked the Clerk of the House of Commons,
what is this bag? He said that it is Petitions Bag. Then | asked the Clerk: "What for'? He replied that the Members
can put petitions in that bag and the people can also put petitions, through the Member, into the bag, and the
Speaker will examine those petitions by himself and will accordingly direct the Executive. Sir, here, | was able to see
for the last two and a half years the accountability of the Executive to Parliament. There was no command or
demand by the Chair to the Executive. It cannot say that you must do this or that and you should refrain from doing
this or that.

Sir, the dignity and the tradition of Parliament is in your hands. Sir, | am sure, with your smile, you will be able to
take us along. | know even if there is any storm, you will be calm because you have seen many offices. You have
occupied a number of positions. You adorned the office of Chief Minister. Sir, you know the acts of the Executive
and how the Executive should perform. Sir, if the Executive fails the people, the judiciary comes in. Today morning,
| saw a news item in a paper saying that CNG buses case has been heard by the Supreme Court and the Supreme
Court has directed the Government. Sir, without any accountability to Parliament, there cannot be any order. It is my
view. Without any accountability to the legislature, no court on earth, including the Supreme Court, can direct either
the Executive or the Parliament to do this or not to do that.

Sir, we pass laws. Prof. Dicey had said that the British Parliament has got the power to make any law except to
make a man a woman, and a woman a man. It has got that amount of power. The Parliament has got that much
power. Do we enjoy that power now? Does this Parliament exercise its power?

Parliament is the mirror of the people. Parliament satisfies the aspirations and the needs of the people. Parliament
feels the pulse of the people. Sitting on an ivory tower, you cannot deliver justice to the people.

SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU (SRIKAKULAM): What did you do when you were the Speaker of Tamil Nadu Assembly?
SHRI P.H. PANDIAN : | disposed of 17,000 petitions in the Legislature as the Speaker.



Mr. Speaker Sir, when your name was mentioned to me by the Parliamentary Affairs Minister, | was happy. He
asked me to convey it to the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and | conveyed it. When the process of consultations was
going on in the matter of selection of a candidate for the post of Speaker, she was not consulted. As the Chief
Minister of a State if she had been consulted, she would have been much happier. This is a happy occasion; we
feel happy because you are our Speaker.

From today you are the Speaker of the House. We have the faith and confidence in you. This is the only day when
we can talk about the Speaker; there is no other day when we can do so. This is the only day when we can talk
about the functioning of Parliament. If there is a bad day for the removal of the Speaker, that is different. Only on
two days one can talk about the Speaker.

The Constitution says that a Speaker can also speak, but he cannot participate. We know that your functions are
complex. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had said in this House while felicitating Shri G.V. Mavlankar on his election as
the Speaker:

"Speaker represents the House. The House represents the nation and as such a person of impartiality
and sturdy independence should occupy that Chair."

So, | should remind the House of that speech at this juncture. In this House only the Speaker's chair is elevated.
The Prime Minister is powerful outside. Ministers are powerful outside. Inside the House, only your writ runs. Ivor-
Gerring has said: "Whatever the Speaker says within the four walls of the House is the word of law". Whatever he
says, like 'look here, you must do it, you must execute that project, you must answer like that'. That is the
functioning of a Parliamentary democracy. Whoever occupies the Chair enjoys that power.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : He removed a Minister.
SHRI P.H. PANDIAN : That is when one contravenes the Constitution.

| have been watching the functioning of the Speaker in this House for the last two and a half years. It has been
smoothly going on. The Speaker has not resorted to any police power. In Legislatures they immediately name them,
call them and then they will be out. Here we see a spirit of democracy and | appreciate it. This is the place where
the spirit of democracy must prevail and where hon. Members should be able to express the views of the people
they represent. If the people are hot outside, we are hot inside. If the public is cool outside, we are cool inside. If
there is a problem outside, we are facing a problem here. We are not ventilating any of our personal grievances
here. There are no different motives with different Members. There are no different motives with Ministers or with
anybody else.

We congratulate you and wish you a good tenure of office. On my own behalf and on behalf of my Party, we extend
the fullest cooperation to you. You can underline this word.

Sir, we know that you will rise to the occasion whenever injustice is being done elsewhere or wherever injustice is
found because you had been a Mayor, a Chief Minister and a Leader of the Opposition. So, you know how the
Opposition will behave and the Government will behave. Let the ruling party have their way and the Opposition
have their say. The Opposition should have precedence in speaking and in getting more time. That is my view
because the ruling party frames policies through the Ministries and while the Government, through the Ministers, is
speaking here, and it consumes more time.

On my own behalf, | wish you all success and good health.
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SHRI S.S. PALANIMANICKAM (THANJAVUR): Sir, on behalf of my Party, DMK, | take this opportunity to
congratulate you on your unopposed election as the Speaker of the highest forum of democracy. | also wish the
hon. Deputy-Speaker very many happy returns of the day on his birthday.

Sir, you have started your career right from the local body. To become a Member of Parliament is easy but to be a
member of the local body or the Chairman of the local body is very difficult. It is because you have to feel the pulse
of the people there and come upto their expectations. You have reached the high office of the Speaker stage-by-
stage. So you know the need of the people and the mood of the people. And you also know how to convince the
Members of Parliament. We hope that you will be very much impartial and keep up the traditions of the House.

| congratulate you on behalf of my Party DMK and on my own behalf. On behalf of my Party, | assure you the fullest
co-operation. Once again, | congratulate you, Sir.

13.00 hrs.
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KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE (CALCUTTA SOUTH): Sir, on behalf of Trinamool Congress, we convey our warm
greetings to you and to your family members. Today, we miss Shri Balayogi who performed very well. This is the
tradition of the House. You are the pillar of the House. Now, you have become a friend, philosopher and guide of
this House. You will guide us. At the same time, now you are not a Member of any party but you belong to the
whole House. Above all, you will be required to strengthen the democratic, moral and the secular spirit in this
House. We will cooperate with you from our side. | remember one instance. When you were the Chief Minister of
Maharashtra, at that time minorities were tortured. | sent a team at that time. You gave full protection to them. That
is why we want to congratulate you. | believe that you will work impartially and everybody will be happy to see you
as the Speaker.

| would like to congratulate hon. Deputy-Speaker, Shri P.M. Sayeed, on his birthday today.
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SHRI E. PONNUSWAMY (CHIDAMBARAM): Sir, we the PMK Members of Parliament extend our heartiest
congratulations to you. We are very happy that you have been unanimously elected to the exalted position of
Speaker of this august House. Your election is especially a unique one as this is the golden jubilee year of not only
this Parliament — after the first elections in 1952 — but also of the Office of the Speaker.

You will be an important link in the golden chain of Speakers of the past and the future of this House. As you carry
the richest experience of public life and legislature experiments, we are sure that you will certainly steer this House



clear with astuteness and aplomb.

As we expect you to conduct the business of this House with utmost impartiality, we shall certainly extend all our
unflinching cooperation in maintaining the dignity and sanctity of this august House.

Sir, we, the PMK, on behalf of our beloved founder leader Dr. Ramadoss and party, and also on our own behalf
congratulate you and wish you all the better than the best.

We also join our illustrious leaders in this House in wishing Shri P.M. Sayeed, the hon. Deputy-Speaker, very many
happy returns of the day on his birthday. We wish him all the best of things in his life.
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MR. SPEAKER: Now, there are only two Members to speak and the last Member would be, as usual, Shri Ramdas
Athawale. So, before | announce Shri Ramdas Athawale's name, there are two Members to speak. The first one is
hon. Member Shri Sanat Kumar Mandal.

SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL (JOYNAGAR): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of my Party, the RSP, | warmly
congratulate you on your election as the Speaker of the Thirteenth Lok Sabha. You are occupying the high Office
of the Speaker following the tragic death of Shri G.M.C. Balayogi.

Sir, you know the composition of the Thirteenth Lok Sabha. There are many smaller parties. | firmly believe that you
will give more time to them to air their views on various burning issues. | hope that you will safeguard the right of the
Members and the dignity of this august House.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | once again assure you my party's fullest cooperation in conducting the proceedings of this
House in an orderly and impartial manner. | wish you a very very successful tenure. Thank you.

SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN (COOCHBEHAR): Mr. Speaker, Sir, | congratulate you. Yesterday, you had been the
leader of the Shiv Sena and also a Minister from the NDA. But today this is your position. Today, you are the
Speaker of the entire House — not only of Shiv Sena or NDA but also of the entire House.

You are the custodian of this House. You are the custodian, not only of the Members but also the entire staff of Lok
Sabha. | hope that you would perform the duty successfully.

Sir, on behalf of my party, and myself | wish to give you the fullest co-operation to run this House and in maintaining
decency, decorum and the dignity of the House. One thing | would like to tell you is that there would be a lot of
trouble in the House. During such times, you will have to keep an eye towards your right side and an eye on your
left side. But, | would request you to please keep your third eye towards us because we are the smaller parties and
groups.

In the democracy, we cannot say as to what would happen in future. Today, one party, which had two seats, has
improved its tally to 182. Tomorrow, its strength may be reduced from 182 to two or maybe another party may
increase its tally from two to two hundred. With this expectation, you would look after us.

Thank you, and through you, we would like to extend thanks and congratulations to the hon. Deputy-Speaker on his
birthday.

SHRIAJOY CHAKRABORTY (BASIRHAT): Sir, on behalf of my party, the Communist Party of India, we convey our
heartiest congratulations to you as you are chosen as Speaker of this House. Sir, we hope that you would
discharge your noble functions very efficiently, impartially and above party lines. As custodian of this House, | hope



that you would not only maintain dignity and tradition of this House but also follow the traditions of this House,
which were set by your predecessors.

Sir, on this happy occasion, | would like to remind you that this House belongs to all the Members, not a few
leaders. | would humbly submit to you that you would give due opportunity and scope to the junior Members,
backbenchers and new comers also. We can assure you that we would extend our fullest co-operation for the
smooth running of this House. | hope you would be the ablest and successful custodian of this House, which has
created precedents in the Indian parliamentary democracy.

On this occasion, | would like to convey our heartiest congratulations to our hon. Deputy-Speaker, Shri P.M.
Sayeed, on his birthday. He has discharged his noble duty very efficiency, and in a very dignified manner. Again, |
convey our heartiest congratulations to you with an assurance that we would extend our full co-operation to you.

SHRI P.C. THOMAS (MUVATTUPUZHA): | congratulate you, on behalf of myself, and on behalf of the Indian
Federal Democratic Party and Associates. In fact, as all the Members have opined, this is the highest office in the
democratic polity. | am sure that with your long experience and special nature, you would be able to succeed as one
of the foremost men who have adorned this very throne. As has been opined, this is not a throne of roses, this is
going to be a throne of thorns. | am sure that as many of our speakers have said, the opinions of all are to be taken.
India is a federal country. We have to substantiate things through the federal way.

For example, there may be only one Member from Sikkim, but you cannot treat him as just one Member. The
number of Members of a party is the main consideration while allotting time to each party to speak in a debate in the
House. But there could be another way of giving preference, a better deal for the smaller parties, by way of giving
the opportunity to them alternatively. So, | would like to make a suggestion that, at least sometimes when subjects
are taken up for discussion in the House, the smaller parties, which may be representing an area, may be given the
first chance to speak in the House. Though the time allotted to the debate may be less, the smaller parties may also
be considered alternatively for allotting time to them when we take up debates in this House.

Sir, | would also like to extend my good wishes to the hon. Deputy-Speaker, on his birthday.

I, once again, congratulate you on your election to the office of the Speaker of this House and wish you all success.

=i IFITH AT (dRYR) : e HERY,
R a9 Y § AAIEY Wi, 3 & qrs- aret
gufery 737 & aga <t g

ST ST & T 1 S Sl @ i,

q9 M WST RS BF 99 9 & anl

# ot g grag-arefl, g9 72w Q)

g wfieT & Hared U8 W 43 | 9191 W19 3SR Sff 7 WU a9 o IHa gAfad Y BNH & Hared U8 W Ao | omud an #
TATET g1 B oo 7Tl &1 37U BIHt TRadiRE 2| 37 BRuNeR, 7R, faam o & e, fum 9w & Jew, fReE v @ war aiv
gerEt ff W &1 st gt g @1 SRiET gt | ST QR S ARy o, Wi e aiftem oft dfe fia F a1t Teas @ |

e St & fIg 13 &1 st 3 718l &1 (AT AR w9ed 21 98 Ugell aR 13 39 ¥R A 32 ofk gud aR 13 7 B 3AMAY 13 H1 TS

st forg aeet T 21 o9 13 wra &€, (FagrE) s 7 afs w@wa grm a1 v oft 81 S| st 5 wfies wee A oft sroeft e =
B BIRATRIT &1 &1 qra<r fhar & ofes af wifeay 9§ g9 9o & df g6 4t et Serwem e wfgvl

# ORI a1l DI STee St DY Y Diaar GAr et gl " A M T3 mar ' ST ag SfAar oot 21 g sed St | T uE §l ISP Bf
I 39 YHR B 1Ry

# 7 i man § A wge sreHaTa 9w g,

A HT FEABT aar § i F Rl e §

fope & *fia e g 3R & dag &1 A« gl

e P A9 T8 & & gew wifd & "o & a1 or ff wig @9 anfagl {9 o ardl @ wer & 5 Ot s 9 T8 #)

T JATUDT [RI-GXT HIATIRA S| & 3aat Hf Hremavers e iR syt g0 i firerm | 3R &+ simuesT dremave Tdl fierm o fRa€] @&



qU) FATH ATIHT H BTN 85 e &, el &1 910 37 &1 319 379 g WX faRromm €, 89K 78RS | €, B9 wf uidl | §, 3931
g AdAd el | 31T BT Uyl & st AiET Uaer TIE B W | Y T8 A G, dE% WIE DI | 9TelT ATed el ared a9 TEl g

QAP 31 a1en WrEd 7 M9 Rreer’ § o @ o 7w i Rrwe’ snfar & e anfed, qenish ug &1 e gen, dwn wE e At |

# gt orie dear § for anv we wifdal @ = 1w et uidf & wer s e g anfed | it urdt 9 @t urdf et @1 st ot &
ft 1 A A 3R #A ardt T U AR 2| FER Ordt ot o<t B Wl 21 guferdy Bt Uikt & @i P agd <reH oA AnfRd| 39 ofY <rEH i
ft € wa o 0 @ € iR 7 oft 30 € A &9 o ot €1 e Ny Pl FH MR

381 vl & e F Ul Eifdd qurE <o gl

=i sege Elis WEA (@AREE) @ e Wi e, § oOUe d9ER R RansEer Jawd 81 W AUS! defed ¥ JaRGaR ol g
SATEETE], ST Al IRIGd, IE B g AR q9aid HI TeE 6 JHed Ua Bl Ioud g ahR H FATHI B | § S99 & qa5h] Sl &
5 stuet oR frwed Frenal W @il T Jaaager iR o Frerdl R 971 a1t smust ToR ¥ siistal 81 37, # 98 3= &t gl

# onRER # ST AT 1Y TRE W AR U1 Ul F TRF | Teas AR @ e g % &9 omus gen arg 71

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI GINGEE N. RAMACHANDRAN): Mr. Speaker
Sir, on behalf of my party, MDMK, on behalf of my leader, Shri Vaiko, and on my own behalf | congratulate you for
occupying this high position in Parliament.

On behalf of my party, | assure you that we will give full support to you and we hope that with your good manners
you will be impartial.

Thank you very much.

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Prime Minister, hon. Leader of the Opposition, hon. Leaders and hon. Members, & ¥ areae
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Let me at the outset wish a happy birthday to hon. Deputy-Speaker of the House, Shri Sayeedji. All the best to him
and we are thankful to him for conducting the House after Shri Balayogi.

| thank everyone of you wholeheartedly for electing me to the high constitutional office of the Speaker.

A great responsibility has been entrusted to me and the fact that | am the unanimous choice of the House makes
the responsibility indeed onerous. | hope, | would be able to discharge my duties with your co-operation.

As you are aware, at times the election of the Speaker was done by contest. It is a reflection of the maturity of our
system that, in this Golden Jubilee year of Parliament, the House has unitedly come to oneness of opinion in
choosing a Presiding Officer. | consider it a great personal honour that | am that choice despite being a first time
Member of the House. | accept this responsibility with humility and | pledge that | shall uphold the trust you have
reposed in me by discharging my duties impartially.

Friends, you are aware of the tragic circumstances under which the vacancy had arisen. Just when the nation was
recovering from the shock of the dastardly attack on our Parliament, the demise of Shri G.M.C. Balayogi came like a
bolt from the blue benumbing the nation. Shri Balayogi has charmed every section of the House with his
unassuming manners, unmistakable humility and ungrudging accessibility. It would be very difficult to fill the void left
by his tragic death. | am sure his benign spirit will guide us in the right direction.

Hon. Members, you are all aware of the critical situation the nation is passing through in various respects. We are
confronted with the menace of State-sponsored terrorism from across the border. We are a united nation of diverse
languages, cultures, religions and regions. In this context, Parliament has to play the role of an integrating institution
more consciously today than ever before.

Our Parliament has come to be seen as the highest forum of democratic debate and the nation looks upon us for a
sense of direction and clarity of view, particularly in times of challenges and crises. We must not let down the nation
by losing direction ourselves. Our Parliament is viewed as a role model by all State Legislative bodies in India. So,



we have a responsibility to set a right example worthy of emulation by our State Legislatures. It is true that
Parliament is a political institution and political parties take stands on various issues in accordance with their
ideological convictions. And, that is what demacracy is all about. Democracy is not always about unanimity. It is
about resolving differences through debate and cultivating the ability to understand an alternative point of view, if
not to necessarily agree with it. In this context, we must realise the need to rise above political considerations in
addressing the core issues confronted by the country today.

By our conduct, we should be able to send out a message to the nation that the problems confronted by the nation
are being addressed by Parliament with commitment and concern. And, this requires a peaceful atmosphere in the
House. We should respect the rules of procedure to run the House smoothly. The temptation to disrupt the entire
business of the House to register protest must be avoided as it sends a wrong message to the people that while
they are confronted with countless problems, their representatives are wasting the precious time of Parliament. In
this context, the endeavours of late Shri G.M.C. Balayogi to evolve an effective code to deal with disruptions and
disturbances must become a guide to all of us. This is the best tribute we can pay to the memory of the departed
leader.

We must be fully conscious of the fact that crores of our countrymen are deprived of the basic necessities of
civilised life such as food, shelter and clothing. In this context, what Mahatma Gandhi said must guide us in our
thinking. The Mahatma said and | quote: "Whenever you are in doubt or when the self becomes too much with you,
apply the following test. Recall the face of the poorest and the most helpless man you may have seen and ask
yourself if the step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him. Will he be able to gain anything by it? Will it
restore him to a control over his own life and destiny? In other words, will it lead to swargj or self-rule for the hungry
and spiritually starved millions of our countrymen? Then you will find your doubts and yourself melting away".
Gandhiji's talisman should ever guide us whenever we set out on any task in the cause of the nation.

Friends, | have no qualms to admit that | am a first timer to Parliament. But | am not very new to parliamentary
culture. I had a long legislative stint in the Maharashtra Legislature in various capacities, including the Leader of the
House and the Leader of the Opposition. The high traditions maintained by my predecessors from G.V. Mavalankar
to G.M.C. Balayogi and my long exposure to the Legislature in Maharashtra would guide me in upholding the
traditions of this House and the dignity of this Office. The Speaker represents the authority of the House while
enforcing the procedure and is the first servant of the House while addressing the concerns of the Members. My
approach would be friendly and persuasive, rather than rigid and strict. Therefore, | will make myself available to
the Members at all times. It will also be my constant endeavour to protect the rights and privileges of the House and
of its hon. Members.

| seek the cooperation of the Media in projecting the right image of our Parliament to our countrymen. | am sure their
meaningful cooperation will ever be forthcoming.

Dear sisters and brothers, | thank you all for felicitating me. | look forward to your generous cooperation in the days

ahead. Together we should be able to make our parliamentary system far more stronger in this 50" year of our
Parliament. It is a milestone that we have reached, withstanding so many challenges. The road ahead is not
smooth. But we will succeed in our journey by our determination and resolve. Let us all come together to walk
together in our march to build a stronger and better India.

Thank you once again. Jai Hind!



The Lok Sabha then adjourned for Lunch till forty-five minutes
past Fourteen of the Clock.

14.53 hrs.

(Shri P.H. Pandian in the Chair)



