Title: Discussion on points arising out of the answer given by the Minister of Health and Family Welfare on 30.11.1999 to starred
question no. 23 regarding Funds for child care and safe motherhood.
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">SHRIPRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI (RAIGANLJ): Sir, | want to know whether the discussion on National Trust for Disabled People Bill
will be replied to by the Minister tomorrow.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRIN.T. SHANMUGAM): Mr. Chairman, Sir,
contribution of Government towards RCH programme is Rs.1535 crore and the contribution of donor countries is Rs.3,577 crore.
Thus, the total outlay comes to about Rs.5112.53 crore for RCH programme for the period from 1997 to 2002. The hon. Member said
that there are no nurses and mid-wives available in tribal areas and that the Government has the authority to ask the State
Governments to provide these services inrural areas. Sir, we are giving salaries for ANMs these are also and male health workers in
sub-centres in rural and hilly areas. However, the powers of establishing hospitals and staffing rest with the State Governments. We
are giving funds to State Governments for providing additional staff also in areas which are vast and without adequate facilities. We
are allowing them to commission contractual nurses in those areas to provide health services. We are issuing two kits -- Kit A and Kit
B -- to provide health service to pregnant women at the time of delivery.

">The Government of India is also monitoring about the utilization of funds by the State Governments. | am just giving the figures.
">PROF. RASA SINGH RAWAT : Sir, the hon. Minister should give pointed reply.

">SHRIN.T. SHANMUGAM: Yes, | am giving the reply.
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">He should reply to those questions. The details which he is giving now, is already with us.

">SHRIN.T. SHANMUGAM: Sir, the Government of India is watching whether the funds allotted to the States are being utilized by
them properly or not. Take the case of Andhra Pradesh. During 1997-98, the total amount released to them was Rs. 266.33 crore out
of which they had utilized only Rs. 86.60 crore. It means that they had utilized only 25 per cent of the total funds released to them.

">Sir, similar is the case about the utilization of funds by the State Governments of Bihar, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka,
Kerala, Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. They had also utilized only 25 per
cent of the total amount released to them by the Centre.

">Likewise, the State Governments of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Chandigarh, Daman and Diu had utilized between 25.50 to 30 per cent of the total funds earmarked to
them. Similarly, Tripura also utilized between 50 to 75 per cent of the total funds allocated to them. But Mizoram had been able to
spend 75 per cent of the funds given to them.

">Sir, the hon. Members said that the medical facilities are not available in the rural areas. In fact, there are so many steps being
taken in this regard. We are giving money for constructing hospitals and providing labour rooms and other purchases relating to labour
work. We are also giving

">stress to strengthen the primary health centres and sub-centres. We are giving Rs. 10 lakh to each district for this purpose. The
main thing is that the State Governments have to come forward with their plans and say as to what amount they would require for
increasing and improving the primary health centres and sub-centres. On the basis of RCH per year, we are giving aids to the State



Governments. The original scheme was "Child Survival and Safe Motherhood Programme." Under that scheme, in the hilly areas,
especially the tribal areas, the birth attendants were being given training to attend to the pregnant women during the time of delivery.
But now, it has been handed over to the NGOs. They will impart such training to the birth attendants.

">Some Members said that due to large population, we are not able to go everywhere to do registration of a large number of pregnant
women and to attend to them. Sir, in this regard, we are giving funds also. On contractual basis, the State Governments can appoint
nurses and health workers. Due to non-availability of lady doctors in the rural areas to attend to the pregnant women, all the State
Governments have been entitled to engage lady doctors on contractual basis for the delivery of pregnant women. We are providing
Rs. 200 to every doctor, Rs. 100 to every nurse and Rs. 50 to every attendant.
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SHRIN. T. SHANMUGAM: The RCS Programme is utilised on the community need assessment. What is community need
assessment? The ANML will go and find out what are the necessary components for that area. She will go to every house where she
is working and will find out what are the components necessary for the child. After consulting the community and the NGOs, she gives
the report to the District Headquarters. From the District Headquarters, it goes to the State Government. The State Government is
making plans to meet the community needs of that area. On that basis only, we are giving allocation to the State Government.

An hon. Member wanted to know whether they will give training for women in the remote and tribal areas. Originally we were doing that
in the Child Survival and safe Motherhood Programme from 1990 to 1997. When this programme was conducted, the lady attender
was given training at the time of delivery. Now we have handed over the same to NGOs.

Iwould like to give the details of provision of additional ANM to the Scheduled Tribes in the rural areas and the amounts that are
allocated to the States for this purpose.
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SHRIN.T. SHANMUGAM: The hon. Member has given a good suggestion. We will consider this suggestion to give training in the rural
areas and the tribal areas. We will make arrangements for that after considering it.
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SHRIPRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : The hon. Minister has already agreed to implement the suggestion.
DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME (BIRBHUM): | have a very important suggestion to make.
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DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME : Since |am a doctor, | would like to make a suggestion.

The success of this programme depends absolutely on the traditional dais. What is the position of the training of these traditional
dais? That is very much neglected. Their position is not at all satisfactory. You must take up this programme earnestly. Otherwise, safe
motherhood will not be achieved.
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