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Title: General discussion on the Budget (Railways)- 2003-2004, Demands for Grants on Account (Railways)- 2003-
2004, Grants on Account (Railways)- 2003-2004, Supplementary Demand for Grants (Railways)- 2002-2003 and
Demands for Excess Grants (Railways) for 2000-2001. (Not concluded)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now the House will start the discussion on Railway Budget. The balance time is four
hours and eleven minutes.

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI NITISH KUMAR): | think, that includes my reply also.
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Yes; you have got to include your reply also. Now Shri Sontosh Mohan Dev.

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV (SILCHAR): Hon. Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, | convey my thanks to you for giving me
a chance to speak. At the very outset, | must convey my thanks to the Minister of Railways for giving a good
Railway Budget and also for providing opportunity for getting jobs for 20,000 people in his Ministry. ...(Interruptions)

For his good, | can say one thing before | start my original speech. Recently, one of the astrologers, on whom |
believe very much, visited me in my constituency. He said: "You can tell the Minister of Railways that this time his
horoscope is good. There will be less accidents in the Ministry of Railways." So, you can take it as a message from
that astrologer, and there will be less accidents this time.

| am from North-East, he is from Eastern India. There is no difference between Eastern India and the North-East
because from the point of view of economic development, there is a variation in degree only. Otherwise, we are
equally backward. | come from Barak Valley which consists of Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi districts. You have
visited and seen that area. | am connected by a metre-gauge line from Lumding to Badarpur. It was constructed in
the year 1899 by the Britishers and completed in 1903. It has got 37 tunnels and 565 bridges. One of the bridges,
the Cyang vi-duck bridge, which was constructed, is still a vintage in the history of Indian Railways and also in the
history of Railways in Asia. You will be surprised to know that after Independence, there have been various
demands from the people of that area. This line serves not only the Barak Valley, that is, Cachar, Karimganj and
Silchar, but also the people of Tripura, Manipur as well as Mizoram. We have been demanding that it should be
strengthened and the metre-gauge line should be converted into broad-gauge. Unfortunately, it was not agreed to,
till the United Front Government came into power in Delhi. Shri H.D. Deve Gowda and Shri Ram Vilas Paswan
sanctioned this project. Not only that, they also went and inaugurated it. You were also a part and parcel of that
United Front Government. But you were not there. It was bad luck for you.

Though this line had been given, but its development is very tardy. During the course of last so many years, a total
of roughly Rs. 270 crore have been given in batches of, say, Rs. 30 crore, Rs. 50 crore, Rs. 60 crore or like that. In
this year's Budget also, a meagre amount of Rs. 70 crore has been provided. It is a very sad thing. Under the BJP-
led NDA Government, whenever any issue comes before the Parliament about the North-East or whenever any
debate takes place in this House or the other House or whenever any leader goes to the North-East, he would
profusely try to console the people of the North-East, saying: "It is a backward area. We have taken a special
package. Ten per cent of the Budget is provided by the North-East."

Recently, the hon. Prime Minister announced Rs. 15,000 crore for Mega Railway Project for the development of
infrastructure, and included some projects in the Kashmir area. | welcome this step. This is a right step at the right
time. It should have been done long before. But what is the difference between the Kashmir area and the North-
Eastern area, | need not explain it to this House. From the point of view of backwardness and economic
development, we need more infrastructure. We need conversion of broad gauge line from meter gauge. This
particular line, which is hundred years old, has lost its life span. Any time, it will collapse.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker Sir, every year, for three to four months, the line is blocked because of landslides or there is
some damage here or there or to some tunnel or the other. In spite of assurances from various hon. Ministers,
during our Government's time, | must agree, nothing had been done. | wrote a letter to the hon. Prime Minister
stating that either from the non-lapsable fund or from the special fund that is there for the mega projects, something
has to be done for this particular project. Unfortunately, nothing has been done.

The reply, that has come to a Starred Question is in negative. It has been reflected in the Railway Budget also. In
that declaration of the Prime Minister, a sum of Rs.763 crore was kept apart for completion of last line projects. |
understand from the sources that even now the Railway Minister is deprived of that amount. | do not blame the
Railway Minister. | blame those who are in the policy making or decision making. They must strengthen the Railway
Ministry by providing some funds so that not only my area but other areas also where such projects are there,
which are lifeline project areas, must be given some special incentives so that these lines are extended. | strongly



believe that Shri Nitish Kumar will take UEJ this issue with the appropriate authority and convey our feelings. Unless
this is done, this will give a wrong message to the people of North-Eastern region specially.

| am really glad when the Prime Minister went there and opened a bridge on Brahmaputra namely Bhogi Bhal.
There he assured that this particular bridge will be taken care of and funds will be no constraint. But for this
particular line, which serves Tripura, Barrak Valley, Mizoram and Manipur, we need some help.

Meanwhile, | have told the hon. Railway Minister in a meeting that probably he has not taken it up seriously. If it
goes on with this Rs.70 crore or Rs.80 crore only, it will take 35 years to complete. So, what next? When the project
for conversion from Lumding to Silcher has been taken, he has discontinued the metre gauge from Guwahati to
Lumding. So, the passengers going to these areas have to make a transhipment in Lumding. Not only that, our
goods movement is also being transhipped in Lumding. | will request the hon. Minister - this is a small thing for him -
that let the train from Guwahati leave on a metre gauge line. There is enough opportunity. | have spoken to the
Railway authorities there. The old line was there and it can be re-laid and we should have a through-train from
Guwahati to Silchar or Karimganj or Dharmanagar, whereby some problems, which we are facing in transhipment at
Lumding, will be solved. Meanwhile they can go on doing the work.

The engineers who are working on this line particularly are subject to terrorist threats. They are being attacked now
and then. My hats off to the Railway staff, engineers and the officers who are working on this line. So long,
whatever money has been given, it has been properly utilised. Progress of the work is good, and many phases
have been completed.

Meanwhile the amenities for the passengers in trains, namely, Barrak Express, Cachasr Express should be
improved. As far as coaches are concerned, | was told by the hon. Minister that they have placed orders for some
coaches for the metre gauge line. If they are available, they should be given to this area. Recently, a group of
tourists from South went there and met me incidentally in a function. They said that it is really a shame on me that |
being the Member of Parliament from this area, have not been able to provide better coaches, better facilities,
catering arrangements, etc. in these two trains. That particular aspect may also kindly be looked into.

I will very humbly request the hon. Minister that the projects that have been started now are taken up. They must
not be stopped. Once you stop them, they will be in dead-letter box. We must see that these projects go on and
more work is done.

Now, | come to the point about the opportunity of our boys getting work. I still remember that one day, we were in a
TV serial, Talk to the Chief Minister'. He was telling that there was an undue practice of getting the work done by
the local contractors. If any local contractor takes the work or under threat they are trying to take it, you stop them.
But it must be restricted to the contractors of the North-Eastern Region. We are not becoming parochial because
very little scope for us is there. The only opportunity for our boys and for our qualified unemployed engineers to do
work is getting the work for ONGC, Assam Oil and Railways. Mr. Minister, you started it but some of the Railway
members have given you some advice. | understand that they are saying that some goondas try to control the
contract. If goondas try to take control, then you take harsh measures against them. But the tender should be
limited to the North-Western Frontier Railway, that is up to Aliduarpur. It should no go beyond that. You are getting
contractors from AP and other States. They have got scope in their areas but we have no other scope in other
areas. | request the hon. Railway Minister very humbly to see this particular aspect and take proper action.

There is another demand from our people. There is a line going from New Goalpara to Man Cochar. This line was
assured by the previous Minister and this comes under the linguistic and regions minority area. This needs
conversion. It is hardly 30 or 40 kilometres. It is connecting Guwahati. This particular work should be taken up.

Before concluding, | must convey my thanks to the hon. Deputy-Speaker for giving me a chance. | know that time is
very short. | will not stretch it more.

Lastly, | hope that the hon. Railway Minister will consider my appeal and he, as a very active Minister, will take
action as early as possible. Otherwise, the saffron position in my area will not be bright next time and people will
answer in the ballot box.

We cannot take bullets. Our area is known as ‘island of peace'. Shrimati Indira Gandhi termed it and we are in the
national streamline. We do not believe in parochialism. We are an exception in the North-Eastern Region but we
should be rewarded. There are people who go and tell people to take arms and only then they will be rewarded. But
I say: 'No. It is not arms, it is the good behaviour. A reasonable and good citizen will always be rewarded by the
Central Government.' | would like to request not only the Railway Minister but also the Railway Board, the hon.
Prime Minister and the Finance Minister to look into our demands and help us.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: | thank you for confining your speech within the allotted time.



There are hon. Members who want to lay their speeches. | call the following hon. Members to lay their speeches.

Shri Girdhari Lal Bhargava
Shri Varkala Radhakrishnan
Shri Chandra Vijaya Singh
Shri Virendra Kumar

Shri Vinay Kumar Sorake
Shri Vilas Muttemwar.
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...(Interruptions)
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SHRI VILAS MUTTEMWAR (NAGPUR): Sir, our only request is that it should come on record. ...(Interruptions)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: It will come on record. It will be a part of the record. Your speech will be there.
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* Speech laid on the Table.

*SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN (CHIRAYINKIL): Sir, while welcoming the proposals in regard to the
development of railways as a whole, | will be failing in my duty if do not point out the discrimination against the
Southern states, Kerala in particular. The funds allotted for the year in respect of on going works are quite
insufficient. The provision for rail doubling is quite unsatisfactory. In the matter of electrification also there is no
improvement.

The railway bridges across the rivers in Kerala are century old. There is no attempt to replace the old bridges on a
time bound basis. The people are always demanding for new level crossing because of the doubling process. The
unmanned level crossing is highly dangerous. The railway administration should take immediate steps for
sanctioning new railway level crossings.

In the matter of foot over bridges, a number of requests have come up from constituency. There are requests from
Varkala, Chiryinkeezhil and Kazhakootam. The demands are just and reasonable. | hope the railway administration
will take urgent steps for opening foot over bridges in these stations. Most of the railway stations in my constituency
are outdated. They require immediate re-modeling. The public conveniences in these stations are inadequate.
Urgent steps will have to be taken in providing these amenities.

Regarding the stoppage of trains, there has been lot of complaints from the public. There is a general feeling that
all intermediate stations between Kollam and Trivandrum are neglected.

Varkala is an international tourists centre. Tourists from all over the world visit the place every year. It is also a
major pilgrim centre in South India where the greatest social reformer Sree Narayana Guru Samadhi is situated.
Lakhs of people visit the place every year from all over India. It is very regretted that some long distance trains do
not have a stop at Varkala. In many high level meetings, it

has been decided to provide stops at Varala for all the trains. But the decision has not implemented so far. | take
this opportunity to ask the railway administration for the implementation of stoppage of trains at Varkala without
further delay. The details were given in the conferences held previously by the General Manager Southern
Railways and in the conference of Kerala MPs convened by the Hon'ble Railway Minister, those decisions are still
pending. There is a long-standing demand for providing a stop for Day Express at Chirayinkeezhil. It was formally
agreed at the conference. The decision has also not yet implemented. | ask the Railway Ministry for immediate
action this matter.

Passenger amenities are also inadequate in may ways. The latrine facilities are deplorable. It will have to improved
without further delay. Parking facilities are also quite inadequate. The coaches provided are outdated. Some of the
shuttle service trains are provided with coaches, in which passenger traffic is not possible when it is raining. The
electric fillings are obsolete. It is also risky to travel during night that there is no light inside the compartments.

The safety measures provided are also risky. The most pitiable conditions are created by the inordinate delay in the
matter of running of trains. People will have to wait for hours in the platform to catch a train for their destination.
This is a deplorable situation. | ask the Railway Administration to take prompt action in the running of trains as per
schedule. There are some other grievances which are to be redressed without delay.

With these words | conclude.



* Speech laid on the Table.

* SHRI CHANDRA VIJAY SINGH (MORADABAD) : Firstly | wish to congratulate the Hon. Railway Minister for a
public-friendly budget and for resisting the temptation to increase passengers and freight fares.

There is little doubt that he is among the better Railway Minister we have and that view cuts across the partly lines.

What surprises me, however, is that MORADADBAD Division stands ignored in his generous dispensation. And this
is a town that earns valuable foreign exchange to the tune of 2000 crores annually for India.

We make many demands on that score, unfortunately most go ignored, much to our disgust. We were hoping for a
better deal from the Railway Minister. Our long-standing demand for creation of a High Court Bench in West UP,
draws the most embarrassed silence. This still requires lakhs of litigants to commute to Allahabad High Court,
hundreds of miles away. The Rail Minister can help those lakhs of commuters if he extends the Triveni Express,
from Allahabad to Bareilly, by just 50 odd kilometers to reach Moradabad. We promise him good business, and
commercial viability.

For strategic reasons, connectivity of the Hill areas, to Central India is important. If an express train from Agra to
Dehradun, via Aligarh, Chandausi & Moradabad is considered, it will help in times of troop movement and millions
will benefit in peacetime.

The Bareilly-Dadar Express should be routed through Chandausi, as this will provide relief to Moradabad & Badaun
districts.

Likewise, Sir, the duplicate Punjab Mail, Train No. 3050 (Howrah-Amristar) can easily be re-routed to pass through
Chandausi, which again, will help passengers from Badaun & Sambhal.

Train Nos. 429/431/434 of NER should halt at Jalpur station on the Ramnagar Route. Your officials erroneously
informed you that the distance between Jalpur Halt and the nearest station is merely one Kilometer, when, in fact, it
is ten Kms, as has been borne out in the Station Masters report | hand over to you.

No provision has been made for manned/unmanned crossings in our Division, and | lose many constituents
annually, killed on your tracks, as a consequence. Hakimpur, Govindnagar are two where the need is great - for
either manned or unmanned crossings.

Post-Independence, half of Moradabad has gone across the present Rail Line and station, and has, quite
appropriately, been called "Line Paar", and the requirement for a second entry, platform, overbridge and ticket
counter is very pressing.

Raja-ka-Sahaspur Junction, in Moradabad Division, has an old link to Sambhal, with only one erratic train plying.
We have often requested for the starting of a Rail Bus on that route. Shri Mulayam Singh Yadav representing
Sambhal Parliamentary Constituency should not come in the way of granting us a rail bus.

Lastly, Sir, on a national level, do provide your passengers relief from the early morning vision from trains
thrsoughout the country, of seeing their fellow countrymen, in various stages of undress, going about their ablutions
— in Full Monty style. Provide them privacy and your passengers relief, from this daily odious spectacle.

* Speech laid on the Table
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*SHRI VINAY KUMAR SORAKE (UDUPI) : The Railway Budget — 2003 now under deliberation is nothing more than
an Annual Report and Statement of Accounts of the Ministry of Railways.

But the Hon'ble Minister has cleverly used this occasion to announce a high-sounding project Rashtriya Rail Vikas
Yojana launched by the Prime Minister and also introduction of new trains on routes already saturated with heavy
traffic.

If the Government has the will to utilise the sources sensibly for improvement in rail services and amenities, the
travelling public will not grudge paying more. But the Minister has failed to tap sources of mobilisation of funds by
not announcing any hike in fares or freight. Budgetary support is also declining steeply over the years. It is not
known how the Railways is going to take up on-going projects of gauge conversion for which very little funds have
been allotted.

My constituency falls under rail network of Konkan Railway Corporation. In the last year's Budget speech the
Minister had praised Konkan for its efficiency and operations but the Centre seems to mete out step-motherly
treatment to KRC.

The formation of new zone (South Western) based at Hubuli has been welcomed by the people of Karnataka. The
existing Mysore Division of Sourthern Railway has now been transferred to SW Railway. But strangely, the
Mangalore (Kankanady) station is still left within the jurisdiction of Pallakkad Division of Southern Railway. It would
in order to include Mangalore (Kandanady) station in the SW zone by divesting it from Palakkad jurisdiction for
better adminstrative and operating efficiency.

Udupi is an important station in Dakshin Kannada serving a large populatin. Udupi is also a commercial, trading and
religious place drawing

pilgrims and tourists from all over India and abroad. It generates enough passenger revenue - perhaps more than
that of Mangalore (Kandandady) yet tehre are no facilities as retiring rooms, waiting rooms, baths/lavoratories
(toilets) to cater to large number of passengers alighting here. The same condition applies to other stations on the
route like Surathakal and Kundapura etc.

There has been a long-standing demand from the public for providing stoppage for Nizamuddin-Trivandrum
Rajdhani Express trains at Udupi. The Konkan Railway Corporation has also endorsed the need for such a stop-
over at Udupi. So is the demand for providing stoppage for Mangala Express at Kundapura another important
station from where lot of passengers board the train. The timings of important mail/express trains both at
Kundapuera and Udupi/Mangalore are inconvenient as presently trains pass through the area during mid-night. For
the convenience of travelling public especially women and children, the timings should changed to early morning or
late evenings.

For both Mangala and Rajadhani trains, Mangalroe (Kankanaduy) and Udupi are intermediate stations with less
reservation quota. Considering the large number of passengers boarding the trains here, quota for both AC class
and Second Sleeper should be increased.

Another issue | want to take up is the construction of over-bridges and under-bridges at railway level crossings on
Konkan route. Presently lot of time and fuel is wasted due to blockade of level crossings frequently. There is also a
provision to utilise a part of Central Road Fund by railways for providing such overbridges/underbridges.

Most of stations on the Konkan route in my region lack amenities like platform shelter etc. Many commercial and
other financial institutions like banks etc. are willing to provide such shelters for use by railway passengers as
donations. | would request the railway authorities to utilise such public assistance and involve the locals
representing trade, commerce and banking in such activities. Many banks and commercial institutions in the area
are willing to sponsor such public amenities in railway station premises.

Provision of basic amenities at Udupi, which draws a large number of tourists and pilgrims every day, like more
licensed porters and pre-paid auto-rickshaw stand etc. should be considered.

Number of such demands from the public has been given to Konkan Railway Officials for improvement of station
premises and amenities at Tokur, Surathka, Mulki, Padubidri, Barkur, Kundapura, Senapura, Bijoor, Shiroor etc.
and | request the Minister for making adequate provisions in this regard.

My region lacks in connectivity through Superfast trains like Shatabdi etc. Presently there is a Shatabdi train
running upto Madgaon (on Konkan route) and this should be extended to Mangalore for earning better passenger
revenue. Further to serve the common man, a passenger train between Karwar to Mangalore should also be
introduced mostly for use of daily commuters, which will lessen dependence on already crowded buses. Kollur
Mookambika Temple (Railway Station : Kundapura) draws a large number of pilgrims daily from adjoining States



like Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh and existing trains cannot handle such rush. It is, therefore, demanded
that a new train to and from Kundapura to Kerala side and Northwards be introduced to serve the pilgrims.

Hassan-Mangalore rail link (meter gauge) used to serve my region to limited extent. In the wake of gauge
conversion, the same was dismantled. In other sectors in India the gauge conversion was done without dismantling
the existing track causing no interruption to existing services. But some forces of gauge project diverted elsewhere
as they want to keep the Dakshina Kannada region, remove and unconnected. It is almost eight years, the work at
Mangalore-Hassan link is stalled for want of funds, | request that adequate funds be provided for completion of this
vital link to avoid project cost escalation.

Dakshina Kannada region has contributed immensely through manpower and land for the establishment of Konkan
railways. Many families have given away their meagre landholdings at meagre compensation for laying the track but
in the matter of employment and licences for platform vending etc. they are not being compensated adequately. |
request that a member from each displaced family be considered for employment in Konkan Railsay as also
opportunities to earn a living through vending in railway stations on the route. The completion of Hassan-Mangalore
link provide a boost for the development of New Mangalore Port by moving cargo from producing centres such as
Coffee, Rubber and other plantation crops. Further this link will provide as easy flow for petro products from MRPL
to Bangalore and other urban areas. Because of emerging Special Economic Zones and export oriented technology
parks, it would be in order to provide them connectivity to Mangalore port via the Hassan-Mangalore link.

* Speech was laid on the Table.

* SHRI VILAS MUTTEMWAR (NAGPUR): Sir, | am grateful to you and to my Leader Smt. Sonia Gandhiji to give me
this opportunity to participate the debate on the Railway Budget for 2003-2004.

Sir, it is indeed a matter of national pride that we have a rail system, largest in the world, run more than 13500
trains across 7000 stations every day with 63000 km. route and a little less than two million work force. Besides,
rendering service to enable perform journeys catering varied needs — employment, business, profession, meeting
kith and kin, pleasure trips and long cherished pilgrimages - rails are a most powerful means to instil in the people
a sense of national belonging. Particularly for the poor people this is the most accessible mode. Thus, this public
utility service has to be efficient, economical, safe and friendly to the travelling public.

| am sorry that | find myself unable to persuade to say that the Budget presented to this August House would
achieve any worthwhile objectives. In fact, my good friend Nitish ji has greatly disappointed me by presenting
lifeless budget. The Railway Minister has miserably failed to genuinely grapple with the burgeoning commercial
challenges. Perhaps it would be better if we learnt from our own experience and prevented the railways from being
derailed by half hearted measures.

It is for the first time in history the railways anticipated a decline of 2.8% in the number of passengers carried in
2002-03 over 2001-02. Significantly, the decline is projected to be steep 2.7% of the most popular class ordinary
second class travel. It is hard to reconcile this decline with the growing prosperity and an increasing population.

There has been steady decline in contributions from internal resources of the railways to the annual plan
expenditure resulting in increased reliance on borrowings from the market. This is bound to land the railways in
debt trap According to the "action plan for the revival of railways if borrowings continued at this rate the lease
payment liability might go up to a high level of Rs. 6000 crores a year for market borrowing of Rs. 3000 crores."
Nobody would grudge the railways by resorting to borrowings by way of bonds and fixed deposits for the
development of infrastructure and arrest consolidations including modernisation but the spending need to be
planned and purposeful capable of delivering the desired results.

In view of the existing trend of privatising every sector of the government, government might be thinking of
privatising this gigantic organisation also. | know that many people may be interested to invest in the railways but
this has to be done very carefully.

We have had already long years of poor growth and high poverty ratio. There is huge investment backlog for the
railways which according to an expert is Rs. 50,000 crores. The projection of internal resources of the railways
present a dismal picture. What the expert group headed by Rakesh Mohan observed "the economics of the Indian
Railways is now extremely vulnerable with its ability to invest adequately in providing efficient and cost
competitive services in questiona€," Indian Railways is fundamentally a commercial entity which needs to achieve
independent self sustaining financial viability. It cannot be expected to make un-remunerative business decisions
unless it is directly and fully compensated.

The financial crunch being faced by the railways would effect the development works. Though the operating ratio of
the railways has been increased optimally but no worthwhile efforts have been made to bring down the expenditure.



The Standing Committee on Railways too have commented adversely in its various reports about the functioning of
the railways in lackadaisical manner. The Committee in one of its report felt that "there is scope to plug the leakage
of revenue from ticket-less travelling, the menace of touts, un-booked luggage and booked luggage showing less
weight, the diversion of funds from one project to another."

Pilferage of resources and waste going on merrily in Railways in more than one way must stop. Ticket-less
travelling and manipulations in goods booking with the support of Railway staff for considerations continue to cause
enormous loss of revenue. How come tout system flourishes despite computerisation. While reservation counters
display long waiting lists, instantaneous reservations is possible through touts and obliging staff. This is only one
example of complain. There are many more and | think Hon'ble Railway Minister is aware of them and the need is to
send the message of toughness across the administration at all levels.

I think with suitable alertness and vigilance it should not be much difficult to make the railway administration efficient
and corruption free.

The top heavy administration of railways seems to be pursuing the same old system, enjoying privileges and perks
with a life style of Britishers. There has been lot of unproductive expenditure on this account. Railways should take
appropriate steps to utilise these funds on capital infrastructure and maintenance.

There is another source inadequately tapped and that is large area of land owned by the Railways at different
places. Mumbai is having plenty of railway land vacant nearby its stations which have remained unuitilised for
number of years. Mumbai being the commercial capital of the country, its stations should be further developed and
modernised so as to provide better facilities to the people. The surplus land could be disposed off which could earn
crores of rupees and utilised for developmental purposes.

The disposal off railway properties which include large land all over the country has got to be saved from
encroachment and usurpation. This needs immediate attention of the Government which is absolutely necessary.
Funds earned out of it should be spent on commercial building activity, expansion of railways and introduction of
new technology and efficiency. Wherever land is required to further expansion of railways it ought to be retained
and protected against encroachment and usurpation.

The Controller and Auditor General of India (CAG) in its report for 1998-99 says, "at the Railways Board level, there
is no indication of any effort to monitor siding management". At the levels of zonal railways and divisions too, there
are no financial nodal authorities where complete records on siding management, covering different aspects such
as ownership of land used for assisted sidings, execution of agreements, opening/closure of sidings revision and
recovery of charges, inspection, etc. are maintained.

The Moti Bagh Workshop was established as far for back as 1879 and was assigned POH of narrow gauge diesel
locomotives, coaches and goods stock including manufacturing coaches for narrow gauge track. However, with the
adoption of uni gauge policy, this workshop needs some changes so as to make it fit for BG coach POH work etc.
This could also obviate the chances of reducing the staff drastically. The reduction in the staff has created lot of
resentment amongst the staff working there for over number of years. This staff has gained tremendous experience
in the POH of narrow gauge diesel locomotive coaches etc. Their expertise can be extensively utilised for
augmentation of the infrastructure facilities for BG coach POH work in the Moti Bagh Workshop, Nagpur. With a
little more investment, the infrastructure can easily be created for its upgradation from narrow gauge to broad
gauge.

| would, therefore, urge upon the Government to retain this workshop at Nagpur and to provide the necessary funds
for its upgradation, renovation and retention at Nagpur itself.

The prevailing conditions at most of the railway stations is really pathetic. These are not being properly cleaned,
provided with the basic dire necessities, insecure conditions, lacking of reservation facilities, inadequate waiting &
cloak rooms, poor arrangement for refreshment, poor condition of public utility services etc. This need to be looked
into as the money generated by the railways has to be utilised to some extent for providing better facilities to the
travelling public.

Ajani is located in the heart of the Nagpur city and could easily cater to the needs of majority of the people in the
city if this station is properly developed so as to reduce the pressure on the existing Nagpur railway station. There
is plenty of land available for its proper development without any financial liability on the railways. This station could
be developed on Built, Operate and Transfer (BOT) basis.

In priorities for resource utilisation, the guiding principle should be the consolidation of existing lines consistent with
consideration of safety and passenger amenities. New lines should be undertaken, particularly those which are not
viable, only for over riding national interest of unity and security.



It is tragic to note that there is no decline in the number of both major and minor railway accidents during the last
year involving large number of causalities and loss of rail property has increased during the last year. quite a large
number of innocent citizens have lost their lives by these tragic accidents.

The cost of damage to railway track and rolling stock and interruptions through communication on account of train
accidents also increased considerably during the last year. All this can't be wished away as the outcome of human
error or systematic failure. It is only appropriate to laurel and reward the services of dedicated and honest railway
staff but it is equally, if not, more important to punish those who are inefficient or corrupt or both.

Privatisation should not be considered and adopted as a fashion, as it would render work force surplus and result in
demoralisation. Instead there should be perceptible improvement in efficiency and the standard of service and
checking pilferages through different means at all levels. This needs to be plugged to conserve resources.

Sir, let me reiterate our suggestions made year after year regarding Vidarbha region to the Hon'ble Railway Minister
regarding establishment of "Goods Truck Transport Hub Through Railway Wagon At Nagpur" which apart from
benefiting the region will also give a boost to the Railway in getting more revenue. Unequivocally, Nagpur is
centrally located and most suitable place which is the geographical capital of the country, second capital of
Maharashtra and second greenest city, it has good ancillary infrastructure, road and rail connections. Not only that,
country's zeromile starts from Nagpur and nearly 100 cities of our country are directly connected with Nagpur.

Therefore, Nagpur should be the base station of this proposal. The route may be Delhi-Nagpur, Bangalore-Mumbai,
Mumbai-Delhi and Delhi-Calcutta. Railway should arrange wagon like open with modification for two trucks loading
in a wagon. So 100 trucks in 50 wagons rake in one route with electric engine pulling can be transported at a time.
Fortunately, Nagpur is on Central and South Eastern Railway line having their Divisional Offices.

The main purposes of truck loading in wagon will be reduction in diesel consumption. It will reduce the congestion
on the roads as well as on national highways. The truck loading in wagon will also help the industries, traders,
transporters etc. to despatch the goods by the consignor in a good condition.

The following proposals are pending with the Government for a long time. We have been regularly appealing the
Hon'ble Railway Ministers to kindly consider them favourably so that these proposals are implemented as early as
possible.

1. Construction of railway Under Bridge on Mumbai-Howrah rail route at Kamptee Area (Nagpur).
2. Requirement of Ring Rail facility at Nagpur.
3. Shifting of Central Railway Office from Mumbai to Nagpur.

Sir, | once again emphasised the need for early sanctioning of our pending proposals so that the Maharashtra is in
a position to develop and give a lead in economic development of the country.

It is most unfortunate to point out that Vidarbha region has received step motherly treatment at the hands of my
friend Mr. Nitish Kumar. The budget proposed to introduce new Shatabdi Express trains but it is disheartening to
find that no new train passes through the centrally located Vidarbha region. On the other hand the budget does not
give any incentives for this region and has treated Vidarbha as a neglected region. Vidarbha has been persistently
demanding efficient passenger and goods trains network in the region because the rail lines from east to west and
north to south converge in the region. Nagpur and Wardha are such junctions from where accessibility to all the
four corners of the country is possible through rail lines but this fact has also been blissfully ignored.

More than 50 Express Trains pass through Nagpur city every day. Inspite of this, it is highly surprising that only 2
daily trains originate and terminate from at Nagpur, the second capital of Maharashtra, as a pointer to the inserting
negligence which about 35 lakh population of Nagpur city have witnessed in 50 years.

The freight has sought to be rationalised but the burden would be on the common man. Similarly, in a bid to
rationalise the passenger fares the lower class fare has been increased between 10% - 15% while the AC Class
fare has been brought down. Even the monthly railway ticket facility, mostly availed of by salary and middle income
group people, has not spared from the fare hike.

During the previous years budget, the Railway Minister propose to upgrade prominent railway stations to "model
railway stations" and Nagpur is one of them. But nothing worthwhile has so far been done to implement this
decision. There are insufficient reservation counters at Nagpur railway station and with a view to meet the demand
more reservation terminals/counters are required to be open immediately in the city. Further, the quota of berths
allotted for the users from Nagpur is very low and requires to be increased suitably.

| vehemently plead with the Railway Minister to urgently and sympathetically consider the introduction of direct



trains originating from Nagpur to New Delhi, Howrah, Chennai, Lucknow, Hyderabad and Aurangabad. This work
apart from giving much needed relief to the passengers will also augment the earnings of the railways.

Frequency of existing weekly/Bi/Tri weekly trains from Howrah, Gaya, Happa, Pune, Jaipur-Chennai and Kurla
Deluxe trains may also be further increased.

Tens of million of people daily used the services of this monolith organisation. Railways provide direct and indirect
employment to millions of teaming people of Indian and obviously, therefore, any problem are dislocation in the
smooth working of this organisation causes serious concern and dislocation in the day to day schedule of the
citizens.

Though some steps have been taken by the Indian Railways from time to time to improve the services but
unfortunately people are far from satisfied and the Railways have to except the blame for its failure to deliver the
goods to the people expectations. It is therefore, highly incumbent upon the authorities to make consulted efforts to
understand the problems of the people and to solve them.

Privatisation and modernisation are no panacea for ills like this which can be removed by ushering the larger work
force into a new work culture of dedication and honesty.

* Speech was laid on the Table.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Hon. Members, there are as many as 57 hon. Members to speak. You can understand
the difficulty. So, | request all of you to please confine your speeches to the time allotted.

Shri Prabhat Samantray.
SHRI PRABHAT SAMANTRAY (KENDRAPARA): Thank you, Sir.

This is probably for the first time that | have seen hon. Members from across party lines congratulating hon. Minister
of Railways for presenting a good Budget.

This is not only a good Budget but will also work towards achieving the objectives set last year by the hon. Minister
in his Budget Speech by formulating a new policy of allotment of funds. For that also, | join other hon. Members in
thanking and congratulating the hon. Minister of Railways.

It has also been said that this Budget is meant for the people. | should say, this is a Budget where the Minister of
Railways has put people before politics. It is for the first time that a Budget has been prepared keeping in mind the
interests and welfare of the passengers and commuters in our trains. This is a Budget intended to enhance the
revenue for the Railways and also to provide new trains and facilities. So, it could be called a 'People's Budget'.

It is probably the first time that the Railway Budget has changed track towards a new dimension. This has been
achieved only now since the British days. We had inherited 55,000 route-kilometres from the British raj and by the
year 2000 it had gone up to only 63,000 route-kilometres, which is only a negligible improvement.

In the earlier Railway Budgets, funds were allocated and new tracks were considered on individual influence and
considering the political party in power. This Budget is a clear departure in that direction. It is not influenced by
politics or by the party in power but it has taken into account only the interest of the Railways. So, | thank the hon.
Minister of Railways for giving a new culture and a new dimension to the railway system and its management.

The mobilisation of resources was a problem for Railways, for its improvement. | believe, it has been suggested by
various hon. Members that unless more resources are found, the railway system cannot be updated or improved.

We know that about one crore people are travelling by train every day all over the country. To manage their welfare
as well as to earn profits is not a small thing. The mess created in the earlier years needs to be rectified and that
cannot be done in a day. Since the last year, a policy decision has been taken and the Budget this year is on the
right track, giving a new look.

There have been trade enquiries from Europen Union and other World Trade Organisation for investing here in our
Railways. | have my apprehension whether the hon. Minister has privatisation in mind. | need to be apprised in what
way the privatisation would be done in the railway system.

We have introduced privatisation in the railway system, that is, in catering, supply of bedrolls, etc. It needs to be
reappraised because the functioning of the catering system and functioning of all these supplies for the passengers
who are in the train is not that good as has been promised to the people. | believe, it is more deteriorating than it



was earlier through the railway system itself.

Another thing that | would like to say is about the resource mobilisation, particularly land acquisition. About 25,000
acres of surplus land is with the Railways, which needs to be properly managed. If it could be leased out on
commercial basis, then it will generate about Rs. 2,63,000 crore.

| have information with me that in Railway Zones, in North Frontier and in the Northern Railway system, railway
lands have not only been encroached but also a lot of cinema halls have been constructed over them. It gives me
an impression as if the railway officers therein have never looked to all these things. So, it needs a proper handling
and that could alone give a lot of revenue for the Railways.

Though the freight charges have not been increased this time, yet the freight that has been fixed earlier has been
fixed on considerations. We have analysed it. The lobbies which could manipulate and influence to have the freight
charges in the railway system, have done it. It has been rationalised slowly. For example, wood-timber and firewood
has been equalised with the manufacturing of paper. The present freight structure helps large and prime timber
merchants and rayon pulp manufacturers. It has been equalised last year. What happens by doing so? The janata
notebook, which was provided through the Janata Government of 1978, has been closed because the paper
manufacturers have enhanced their prices and it needs to be looked into. This type of freight charges on the
instruction of an individual industry kills the Railways' interest. | think, the hon. Minister of Railways does not have
the scope to look into each and every charge that has been levied against each and every freight. So, if that is
rationalised properly, then it will improve the freight consignment in the railway system.

| was telling that we have inherited about 53,000 route kilometres from the British time. We have reached only upto
63,140 route kilometres by 2002. So, it is not a very good achievement. It is a very negligible improvement in the
route kilometres looking to the hundred crore people of this country. The railway system is the cheapest mode of
transportation for the public commuters as well as in respect of freight movement. So, they should rise to the
occasion to provide more and more route kilometres so that our necessity can be fulfilled.

Here | would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister that in Orissa we are having 2,309 route kilometres. It
was probably linking West Bengal and Chennai during the Second World War time. During the British time, only
1,400 route kilometres were there.

Though we had some route kilometres in Orissa region after Independence, | would say that comparing to our
neighbouring States of Bihar and West Bengal, it is negligible. The national route kilometres is 19 per cent and that
of Orissa is 14.4 per cent whereas in the case of Bihar it is 30 per cent, and 43.1 per cent in the case of West
Bengal. Considering this, Orissa needs to be looked after.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Prabhat Samantray, you have already exceeded the time allotted. Please conclude.
SHRI PRABHAT SAMANTRAY : Please give me a couple of minutes more.

In the system of South Eastern Railway, the revenue generation and contribution from Orissa alone is about 30 per
cent. Considering this, | shall expect, and hopefully so, that the hon. Minister of Railways will consider the problems
of the Railway system in Orissa this year and he will look into these problems.

I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister to one aspect on Paradip-Haridaspur railway line and the
Daitari-Bansapani railway system and the second bridge on Mohanadi Birupa. This is a conglomeration of the
project and unless either one is completed, the whole system cannot give the returns that are expected from the
railway system. Moreover, the minerals that are exported through Paradip port and the coal imported for the steel
plant through Paradip port are inter-linked with this. The present cost per tonne is Rs. 500 through this system. If
we have this Daitari-Banspani line and Paradip-Haridaspur line and the second bridge on Mohanadi Birupa, the
cost will be reduced to half — that is Rs. 250 per tonne. That enhances the potential of the export and import and
the cost reduction for the entire commodities. Therefore, | would urge upon the hon. Minister of Railways regarding
the allocation. | would not be saying that the allocation made is not sufficient but | would be saying that to complete
this project, it needs more allocation so that immediate returns on the investments made will be coming back to the
Railways and the national exchequer.

Sir, | do not know what this abbreviation DEPRVN stands for through which the hon. Minister has allocated about
Rs. 110 crore to the Orissa region. It does not exist in the documents.

SHRI NITISH KUMAR: It is on Rail Vikas Nigam. It is there in the records.

SHRI PRABHAT SAMANTRAY : Thank you. So, it is a capital fund also. | had my apprehension because last year
the BOLT scheme was a failure. | was apprehending that probably it is a system that we have managed there.



The sanction of estimates for Haridaspur-Paradip BG line is yet to be done by the Railway Board. It is pending. |
would submit that there has not been a re-appraisal for all the financial allocations that have been sanctioned for
the projects in the whole of the country. But this is the only case in 2001 where the sanctioned railway projects for
Orissa have been put to re-appraisal. We are yet to understand as to why this has been done. | would like to draw
the attention of the hon. Minister to the fact that this has been re-appraised and for a major project for that region,
you yourself have laid the foundation; but the estimate for that is yet to be sanctioned by the Railway Board.

While concluding, | would submit that Lanjigara Road-Junagada line also needs to be further allocated more funds
to complete that work. The gauge conversion for Rupsa-Bangiri Poshi and Naupada-Gunupur and the new line up
to Rayagada from Gunupur need to be considered by the hon. Minister. You have sanctioned the PRS at
Kendrapara which is yet to be commissioned. Your sanction letter, given one-and-a-half years ago is yet to be
executed. Though this House has been provided with the information, your Divisional Railway Manager is yet to
take it up.

I will be concluding my speech. The Cuttack-Barangarh line needs your attention for further allocation of funds. You
have given a token allocation of Rs. 10,00000 (ten lakh). The second line for Cuttack needs further enhancement in
allocation.

Sir, the frequency of Puri-Ahmedabad Express needs to be looked into. Now we have a weekly train to Ahmedabad.
A large number of workers are going to Ahmedabad and Surat for their livelihood.

I shall urge upon the hon. Railway Minister that its frequency should be increased to three days on this route so that
people going for work can have a scope to travel frequently and more so, a stoppage at Baragarh on that line is
also needed. | shall also urge upon you that starting one train from Paradip Port to Howrah should also be
considered.

| shall again give very many thanks to hon. Railway Minister on behalf of my party BJD and on behalf of the people
of Orissa, for looking into and considering our problems. With these words, | conclude my speech.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Nepal Chandra Das is to lay his speech.
SHRI NEPAL CHANDRA DAS (KARIMGANJ): Sir, | lay my speech on the Table of the House.

* Mr. Speaker, Sir, | stand for raising some vital problems in my constituency and problem of the people of South
Assam, Manipur, Tripura, Mizoram, etc. which have already raised in Parliament earlier and also raised in some
meetings held by the Hon. Railway Minister with North East MPs. Today again, | am going to repeat the following
demands for his kind attention to solve them sympathetically because | did not find in his Budget after going through
it and feeling depression. That is why | would like to recall him again to fulfil the following demands at the earliest :

1. For completion of B.G. line from Lumding to Silchar speedily, approximately estimated cost of project is about
Rs.1500 crores. But you are allotting very small amount in every year. | would like to ask the Hon. Railway Minister
how many years will be taken by providing such amount in every year for completion of this B.G. Line? The people
of entire South Assam, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura are suffering badly for comfortable train journey and unable to
carry their essential commodities through the cheapest train route and compelled to bear higher cost for carrying
their goods through road transport. Similarly, H.P.C., Cachar Paper Mill also is bearing excess cost for carrying
their finished products for using road transportation, resulting which their production cost is being increased and
they are incurring heavy loss for non-availability of train transportation. So, you are fervently requested to increase
yearly allocation for completion of the project without wasting time further.

2. In your Railway Budget Speech, you had mentioned that you have created eight new Railway Divisions but
Badarpur Junction is not included within these eight. It is long-standing demand of Barak Valley people to set up a
Railway Division at Badarpur Junction which Division is covering Badarpur-Manipur via Silchar, Badarpur-Agartala,
Katakhal-Bhairabi and Baraigram-Dullarcherra Railway routes. So in length of the Railway routes, there is sufficient
justification to create a Railway Division at Badarpur. For a Railway Division at Badarpur, the entire Barak valley
people have been agitating by staging Rasta Roku and Rail Roku but they have been totally deprived from your
Budget provision. So you are fervently requested for inclusion Badarpur Junction as Railway Division with your
eight Divisions.

3. Some new Stations on Katakhal-Bhairabi route from Lala Bazar to Bhairabi are functioning on commission basis
by engaging a person instead of engaging permanent posting of Assistant Station Masters with the result the
Railway is unable to collect proper revenue from the train travellers because the passengers taking advantage of
the situation, are paying less amount to the commission agent without purchasing valid tickets, so you are
requested to provide permanent staff to fill the posts for better revenue earnings by the Railways. In this Railway
route, Katlicherra station may be upgraded from class 'A' category to class 'B' for goods booking facility because
Katlicherra market is one of the big markets of Hailakaudi District and so many wholesellers come to purchase



various raw goods from various places of Barak valley and they are deprived to carry their goods through train for
non-availability of booking facility and are compelled to carry their goods through road transport at high cost.

4. Gauge conversion work for Katakhal-Bhairabi route is not yet started till date. As per your Budget, its estimate
cost is Rs. 88.70 crores. Its survey work has been completed in 1998. Now | found in your Budget that your
sanction is Rs.1.00 crore in 2002-2003 and Rs. 1.00 crore in 2003-2004. But no work has been executed so far in
the last year. If you allocate of Rs.1.00 crore in every year for this project, then about ten years is required for
completion of gauge conversion work from Katakhal to Bhairabi. So you are requested to increase the yearly
allocation for completion of work within short period.

5. It is learnt from the local newspaper publication that you are going to close Suprakandi, Bazarghat and Ratalaru
Stations and Suprakandi Station has already been locked out by the General Manager, N.F. Railway which are
situated in my parliamentary constituency as well as unfortunately the area of Samta Party MLA. For this act,
serious repercussion amongst the local people has been brought out and already started agitation against and such
decision made by Railway authority. So your intervention in this regard is solicited immediately for withdrawing the
order of the General Manger, N.F. Railway, Maligaon.

6. My long-pending demand was for giving a train at least weekly or bi-weekly from Guwahati to Delhi via Joshidhi
considering inconvenience of Satsangi devotees of North East along with other passengers for going to Deoghar
and Baidyanath comfortably. Every day there are so many Satsangi devotees and others tourists are going to
Deoghar and Baidynath from N.E. States. So, | shall be highly glad if you kindly provide a train at least bi-weekly
from Guwahati to Delhi via Joshidhi.

7. Gauge conversion for Badarpur-Kumarghat route as announced by Km. Mamata Benerjee when she was
Minister of Railways, has been sanctioned from Badarpur to Baraigram but till date no work has been executed so
far. Now | have found in your this year's Budget that no any allocation has been made for this particular gauge
conversion work and you have allotted Rs. 75.00 crores from B.G. Line from Lumding to Silchar alignment between
Migrendisa — Dittockchera with modification for extension Badarpur-Baraigram, Badarpur-Baraigram is a small
portion of Badarpur-Kumarghat Railway route. So you are requested to look into it so that gauge conversion work
from Badarpur-Kumarghat route may be created as separate scheme and its allotment should be given separately.

* Speech was laid on the Table.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, Shri Denzil B. Atkinson will lay his speech.

All those hon. Members who want to lay their speeches can state so, and lay their speeches on the Table.
SHRI DENZIL B. ATKINSON (NOMINATED): Sir, | lay my speech.

* Sir, on behalf of the Anglo-Indian community, my colleague and | welcome the Railway Budget presented By Shri
Nitish Kumar, Minister for Railway on behalf of the National Democratic Alliance Government led by Prime Minister,
Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee. Perhaps, there has not been a better Railway Budget presentation for the people of
India.



Sir, 1 do not desire to go into the pros and cons of the Budget and take up the valuable time of the House. | am here
to plead on behalf of the Anglo-Indians in the country following the National Railway Convention of Anglo-Indians
held at Chennai on January 18 and 19, 2003 to commemorate 150 years of Indian Railways, presided over by my
colleague, Dr. Beatrix D'Souza. Both Hon'ble Ministers of State, Shri Bandaru Dattatreya and Shri A K. Moorthy
were Chief Guests on the two days and the Community were disappointed not to have your presence. Other
pressing issues kept you away and this was realized and for which we do not fault you.

Both Ministers, | am confident, were astonished to take note of the huge turn out at the Perambur Railway Institute
the largest Railway Institute any where in the country and more specifically the centre for most Anglo-Indian
functions around the area. | am not going into what discussions and debates took place at the convention. | am
here, as | said earlier, to plead on behalf of the community. Before | make my prayer, let me bring before this
'‘August House a few of the heroic deeds of Anglo-Indians who served on Indian Railways.

It is well known that railway quarters adjacent to every major junction and loco shed were mainly occupied by
Anglo-Indians. This was due to the fact that very large numbers of the small community were either drivers, firemen,
ticket collectors, guards or fitters, Stations Masters etc. it would take quite some time to reflect on the heroic deeds
of each of them, hence | shall just speak about some of the more important ones.

I do not speak about the films '‘Bhowani Junction' or 'Julie’ which chose to screen Anglo-Indians working on the
Railways. What these films failed to bring to the notice of the public are the daring achievements by this small
community. Where no man dared to enter, the Anglo-Indians just walked in: laying railway lines in such areas
infested with poisonous snakes and some wild animals; during the 1960 nation wide railway strike, every Anglo-
Indian railway employee was at his or her post, performing duty without fear. | relate a few incidents where the
Anglo-Indian driver, risking his own life, saved all passengers on their train.

A Mr. DeMonte, who received praises from all his superiors for his safety and punctuality while driving the 1 Dn
Mangalore Express, DeMonte complained of chest pain. He ended his last trip with his hand on the brake lever, by
sheer will power. The moment he stepped out of the foot-plate, he collapsed and was declared dead on arrival at
the hospital. But he saved the lives of all the passengers on the train. This had been noted by a serving General
Manager on the Southern Railways, Mr. V. Anand.

Johanns, who was awarded the Ashoka Chakra, while driving got the firebox of the locomotive blow back and he
took the full blast of the terrific heat as it surged out of the furnace. His assistants leapt clear, leaving him alone.
Badly burnt and now totally blind, he realized that if the train went on it must crash, killing all the passengers. With
flesh sliding off his bones, his whole body was on fire, yet his hands or whatever remained of them, reached blindly
out and brought the vacuum brake down and the train groaned to a halt. Doing the driver's duty to inform the guard
he clambered out to do this. He did not reach a hospital alive.

Another Ashok Chakra awardee, Percy Carroll, driving the Bombay Mail was picking up speed outside his home
station on being given the all-clear signal. Suddenly he spotted an obstruction on the line, caused by the collision of
two goods trains. He knew that death was imminent, not only for himself but for everyone on the train: he forced his
mates to jump off and said that he would save the train. And that he did. He brought down the vacuum but it was a
fraction too late for the intrepid driver. The engine carried on by its own momentum leaped the rails and spilled over
on the embankment. Carroll was pinned under it, his leg crushed beneath steel - later amputated and he fought two
days for his life. He died in extreme suffering but with knowledge that all the passengers and his crew mates were
safe. Thousands of people attended his funeral regardless of caste and creed. | could relate the courage of others
such as Driver Lloyd Clements in 1960 during the devastating Orissa floods; the dare of driver Basil James in
whose memory stands James Bridge on the Bilaspur section of the South Eastern Railway; three McFarlene
brothers all on the Postal Express lost their lives across the Mangapatnam Bridge on the Madras-Bombay Line
section. Even today every inspecting official and railway man passing the bridge usually stop for a short while to
offer a floral tribute and silent prayer. Some others who triumphed in their assignments were shunter Charles
Cantopher, guard Brian Edwards; fireman George Mantell. Stories of unsung Anglo-Indian railway men could fill a
volume on the shelves of 'Forgotten Railway-men"”

Sir, indeed there are quite a good number of such railway men who laid down their lives while saving the
passengers on their trains. But considering the numbers from the Anglo-Indian community on the railways, let me
say that these employees were fated to be involved in unforeseen accidents yet stood their posts in the face of
death.

| do not with to speak on the several Anglo-Indian railway sportsmen who excelled chiefly in our national game,
hockey. No Anglo-Indian became a rich man out of long years of service put in on the railways. Hundreds spent
years away from their families in the wilds, many died. But today with a job reservation quota based on caste our
young people find it impossible to enter the railways. Can a nation forget the Contribution of this microscopic



community to Indian Railways.

Sir, through you, | plead with the Government and the Minister of Railways to provide a quota, however small, for
this brave community.

* Speech was laid on the Table.
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*SHRI P.S. GADHAVI (KUTCH) : I support Railway Budget and congratulate Hon. Nistish Kumarji for presenting
people's friendly and at the same time, growth oriented Railway Budget.

Sir, in this Budget Railway Minister has particularly taken care for passengers and goods traffic. In our country,
Railways is still the only communication network for poor and middle class people for short and long distance
journey. Without Railway we cannot think of India's development and it we want to continue this development
motion then it is very much necessary to strengthen railway as much as we can. Keeping this in mind Railway
Minster has brought such good Budget.

| express my gratitude to Hon. Prime Minister and Railway Minister for giving us broad gauge railway facility upto
Bhuj in my constituency, i.e. Kutch district which is much underdeveloped and a border district. | also thank Hon.
Railway Minister for increasing frequency of Hazrat Alla Express, direct train from Delhi to Naya Bhuj from two to
four train in a week.

Sir, looking to heavy traffic of defence personnel, | request Hon. Railway Minister to make this train daily which will
also be much useful to passengers travelling to North India from my Constituency. Sir, | would like to invite the
attention of Hon. Railway Minister that as he knows that Gujarat is producing more than 70% of salt in our country,
and out of which more than 60% of salt is produced in my constituency, i.e. Kutch. In my constituency, we are not
having any industry worth its name. Main salt producing district in Gujarat are Kutch, Rajkot, Surendranagar,
Jamnagar, Bhavnagar and Banaskantha. Main source of

earning for people in my constituency is working in salt producing units, because agriculture activities has suffered
very heavily there due to continuous drought as we are facing consequently third year of drought.

Sir, in my constituency alone, more than 35000 poor agricultural and other labourers are dependant on salt
producing units. But due to unbearable 135% hike of Railway freight on edible salt most of the salt units are on the
verge of closure and labourers are facing threat of unemployment and starvation. Many submissions and
representations have been submitted to Prime Minister, Dy. Prime Minister, Commerce Minister, Hon'ble Railway
Minister, Chairman Railway Board, Member Traffic, Chief Minister of Gujarat State.

People concerned with salt industries are agitating this issue since last one year. They have staged agitations but |
am sorry to say that in this Railway Budget demand of review of unprecedented hike in railway freight on edible salt
has not been considered.

| would like to invite attention of Hon. Railway Minister towards Paras 88 and 89 of his speech on last year's
Railway Budget for the year 2000-2003 on 26.02.2002 in which he had stated that while rationalizing the freight
structure, he reduced number of classes from 59 to 32, for various commodities and he announced that edible salt,
gur-shakkar, foodgrains, organic manures etc. were proposed to be carried at the lowest class 90.

Sir, in his speech he had also mentioned that such increase in Railway freight on edible salt and other commodities
which were covered under class 90 would not materially affect the common man. But, Sir, | am sorry to say that
unprecedented and unbearable 135% hike in Railway freight on edible salt has adversely and very badly affected
the salt producers of Gujarat State and more than 1 lakh poor labourers who are getting directly and indirectly their
livelihood from salt industry.

Sir, due to this unprecedented 135% hike in Railway freight on edible salt, this salt industry in Gujarat is facing
threat of closure and in turn more than one lakh poor labourers connected with this industry are under constant
threat of loosing their jobs. Sir, due to consequent third year of drought in many parts of salt producing units in
Gujarat, these labourers have already lost their jobs and they are facing starvation situation. Sir, | fail to understand
any logic or reason as how the salt which is the cheapest and very common edible commodity for everyone can be
equated with the costlier edible items, viz. Gur, shakkar, foodgrains, pulse organic manuers etc. In the
transportation of salt by train, this commodity normally being loaded and transported in full racks and thus,
thousands of racks are required to transport salt. Thus, movement of salt being measured in lakhs of tonnes while
all other commodities which fall under class 90 cannot be said to be transported in lakhs of tonnes.

Secondly, when any trader desires to transport salt by racks, he has to give undertaking to the Railway that he
would not put any claim for loss from railway and railway authorities also insist such undertakings from salt



transporters. While, in other commodities, namely, gur, shakkar, foodgrains, etc., Railway also takes responsibility
of any loss incurred during transit.

From my constituency alone, average daily three racks of salt being transported to North-east and Assam, West
Bengal, etc. So, edible commodity like salt cannot be equated with costlier edible items, namely, gur, shakkar,
foodgrains, etc.

Sir, this problem has assumed very much seriousness for my constituency in Kutch District and the same deserves
to be resolved before it goes beyond control.

Further, | urge Railway Minister through you, Sir, to allow us one more Direct fast train between Naya-Bhuj to
Mumabi because at present all trains between Mumbai and Naya Bhuj are going full and always having long waiting
list.

Sir, more than 6 to 7 lakh Kutch people from my constituency are settled in Mumbai for their business. Sir,
| request Hon. Railway Minister to take up gauge conversion project between Naya-Bhuj and Naliya
because near Naliya our air force is having one of the most important air force base. Therefore, from
defence point of view, this project assumes much importance and top priority.

| express my thanks to Hon. Prime Minister, Railway Minister and Government of India for giving top priority and
starting construction of very important gauge conversion project between Palanpur and Gandhidham. Sir, when this
will be completed, it will certainly help shorten the distance between our capital Delhi and major Port Kandla.

Lastly, | request through you, Sir, to Railway Minister to consider the most genuine demand of review of the
unprecedented 135% hike in railway freight on edible salt and restore this freight as it was existing prior to last
year's Railway Budget.

* Speech was laid on the Table.
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SHRI K. MALAISAMY (RAMANATHAPURAM): Sir, keeping the time constraint of the chair and paucity of time, | am
inclined to make my presentation as briefly as possible.

While doing so, | would divide my presentation into three parts. (i) what has been committed in the Budget; (ii) what
has been omitted in the Budget and (iii) what could have been done in the Budget.

These are the three areas in which | will dilate and divulge, for the consideration of the hon. Minister. In this context,
| am reminded of the famous couplet of Thirukkural, which is more than 2,000 years old, namely:

"Gunam Nadi Kuttram Nadi Avattrul
Migainadi Mikka Kollal. "

That means, to assess or to make a decision, one should gauge the pluses and minuses of any issue and lean
towards what is more. In pursuance of that process, | like to analyse the Budget of the hon. Railway Minister Shri
Nitish Kumarji, . It has got the highlights and hits on the one side and at the same time, it has got some misses, pits
and depressions on the other. That is why, some of the hon. Members, who spoke earlier to me, have hailed the
Budget and some others have wailed the Budget.

It is true that the Railway Minister has hit the headlines for more than one reason. To start with, he has not touched
the fare structure of passenger fare and the freight rates. Secondly, he has offered discounts. Thirdly, he has kept
in mind the regional aspirations by introducing as many as 50 new express trains. He has increased the frequency
of 13 trains, and has extended as many as 24 trains. In this way he is able to meet the aspirations of the regional
people.

He has declared this year as the 'customer satisfaction year'. Not only that, he has rationalised the fare structure
and the freight structure. He has given concessions to various categories of patients which have been ailing. He
has not forgotten the senior citizens and has reduced the minimum age for availing benefit. So, | hasten to join my
other colleagues who have appreciated the Budget.

But after a critical analysis and an in-depth study of the Budget, | could see that between the balance of the
expectation of the people on the one side, and the needs of the organisation on the other, the Minister of Railways
has rightly = as any other Minister of Railways could do = preferred to pamper the public or the common people. In
that process, knowingly or unwittingly what has been done is that a great injustice has been done to the institution,
namely, the Railways. What | am trying to say is that the financial health and wealth of the Railways would receive a
set back by showing this kind of gesture. Not only that, it is not an objective business proposition also. What had
been tried last year to set right the imbalance between the freight charges and passenger fares, has now been
discontinued. With the result, the net accrual of the revenue for the Railways will come down. You will be surprised
to hear that last year the accrual was 36.4 per cent. As against this, now the net accrual is only 10.8 per cent. This
does not speak well of the Railways' future.

Coming to another issue, while making a Budget, they will normally make a lot of assumptions. But as far as
possible the assumptions should be realistic and should achievable. What has been assumed here is that there is a
decline in the number of passengers. | am not able to understand this observation. How could be number of
passengers come down when the population is increasing like anything and the prosperity is increasing? So, how
could there be a decrease of 2.8 per cent in the number of passengers? If there is going to be a decrease in the
number of passengers, will it not warrant a re-look whether your rationalisation is in order? This is the point | want
to make.

| am happy to see that you have not increased the freight charges and the passenger fares. But it should not be a



total non-hike affair.

On the other hand you could have been selective in the non like on making concessions in fares for the short
distance trains as the bus operators could be the competitors for the Railways. Depending upon the competition on
the short distance travel, you could have made the concessions. In case of long-distance trains the Railways could
have got a reasonable increase and that would have helped in increasing the revenue of the Railways.

Now, coming to the passenger traffic, it has been projected that there will be a decrease in the travelling public. But
50 new trains are being proposed to be introduced and the frequency increased and a few trains extended. If that
be the case, how do you feel that it is going to be remunerative? The travelling public, according to you, is going to
come down and then, what is the use of introducing more and more trains? In that event, the losses for the
Railways would go up and loses would accumulate. This would aggravate the situation.

Sir, | am not against growth of employment. Growth of employment is most welcome as far as | am personally
concerned. But your philosophy and policy now is different from your earlier stand of down sizing manpower. The
Railways propose to recruit as many as 20,000 people in the fourth grade and 3500 people in the RPF. That means
it is going to be a permanent commitment for the Railways. What would happen if so many people are recruited? By
recruiting 20,000 plus 3,500 people,s the Railways are not going to increase the profitability. Nor to increase the
operational efficiency. You are going to recruit them for the purposes of ensuring safety and such other things. It is
certainly a permanent commitment for the Railways. Instead of going in for fresh recruitment, the Railways could
think of re-deployment of some surplus persons from elsewhere and they could be better utilised. This is my
suggestion. The Railways could think of considering this.

Sir, it is with a very great agony and anguish and also with all seriousness | would like to submit to the hon. Minister
that there has been a notable omission in the Railway Budget as far as the State of Tamil Nadu is concerned. The
sanctioning of a Division for Salem has been much talked about but nothing has been done. The Railway Minister
has proposed the introduction of a number of new trains but there are no trains for the southern districts of Tamil
Nadu. There has also been no mention about the electrification of the Villivakkam — Annanagar sector. Above all,
the total expenditure of the Railways on development also has come down.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude now. One more Member from your party also wants to speak.

SHRI K. MALAISAMY : Sir, other Members have been allowed 20 to 30 minutes. | have just started. One should be
considerate. | am sorry to say that the Chair should be considerate. | need another five to seven minutes.

Sir, this is not the first occasion that | am saying this. | made this representation several times to the hon. Railway
Minister. We all Members of Parliament from the State of Tamil Nadu went and presented our case before the
Railway Minister. Though there is a Minister of State for Railways from the State of Tamil Nadu who has been very
active and is making an all-out effort to go all around the places, yet he does not have enough resources. What can
he do when he does not have the resources? The Railway Ministry should allocate more funds to him so that he
can work more actively. He cannot do anything if he does not have enough resources.

Sir, to be honest, nothing has been done in terms of new lines and conversion of meter gauge lines into broad
gauge lines. In T.N., several projects have been sanctioned some five years back. But the Railways have allocated
meagre sums like rupees five crore or rupees two crore for projects wanting hundreds of crores. Against a project
cost of Rs. 250 crore, if a sum of rupees five crore or rupees two crore is sanctioned, then would it not take 25
years to complete that project? | am very particular about the broad gauge conversion of railway lines. A great
regional imbalance is there in this regard as far as the State of Tamil Nadu is concerned. In all other parts of the
country, nearly 80 per cent of all meter gauge lines have been converted into broad gauge lines. Whereas in Tamil
Nadu, eighty per cent of meter gauge lines are yet to be converted to broad gauge lines. You are not the only
Railway Minister responsible for this anomoly. It is a legacy carried over for several years. At least you could, in
your tenure, think of setting right the imbalance, to do something concrete by allocating the finances in large
measure, so that this kind of imbalance is removed.

To cite a stricking example, the President of India, His Excellency Dr. Abdul Kalam, hails from Rameswaram .
Suppose he wants to go by rail from Delhi to Rameswaram, he cannot go because Rameswaram is not connected
by broad gauge at all. From Chennai one cannot go straight to Rameswaram by B.G.. There are two on going
projects here —(i) Madurai (Manamadurai) to Rameswaram (ii) Tiruchi to Manamadurai . Both these lines have to be
completed. Kindly think of whether the native place of the President of India and the famous pilgrim centre is
connected by broad gauge soon.

Coming to another general issue again, you are going to lose about 30 per cent of freight to roads. That means,
roads are going to take 30 per cent of your business. If that be the case, what is your policy initiative and what is
your action plan to see that this 30 per cent business is not lost to roads?



My task will not be complete unless | give some concrete suggestions for the improvement and the generation of
railway funds. As far as the Railways are concerned, can you think of diversification measures by laying fibre optic
telephones along with railway track? This is one of the very important areas that you can think of getting some
substantial revenue. Secondly, you have got lot of surplus lands at umpteen number of places. You can think of
commercialisation of this kind of surplus land in order to earn some income. You can also think of exploiting the
export market for your locomotives and wagons. You can ensure transparency and accountability in the functioning
of bureaucracy. | am told that the number of ticketless passengers are in plenty. You can think of launching some
special drive to curb this trend .

Finally, when | came from my house to the Parliament today, | could see a Delhi Police vehicle bearing a slogan
‘With you - For you - Always'. This is a very good concept that they have developed. | would like to know whether
you are also with the public - for the public — always is it going to be always or only till the elections. Yours is a
service organisation. Please see whether it is an equitable service, whether it is an adequate service; whether it is
a timely service. whether it is continuous service,whether it is an efficient service and whether it is an economic
service. Let me now conclude.
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* Speech was Laid on the Table.

*SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL(JOYNAGAR): Sir, | rise to speak on the Rail Budget for 2003-04. The Hon'ble Rail
Minister Sri Nitish Kumarji has presented a very clever budget. he has not forgotton electoral politics. The coming
assembly elections later this year are foremost in his mind. This can be said at best an election-oriented budget. He
has not increased the rail fares and freight. This is a very welcome step. Atleast in view of the elections the
common man would not be further burdened.

Sir, we have seen in the recent days rail accidents are on the increase. The ralil tracks are very old. They need
renewal. Funds are necessary for their renovation and maintenance. The passengers' security should be given top
priority. Of course, the minister, who is a well-meaning person, is concerned about the increasing accidents. But he
is doing very little. He has allocated some funds for the passengers' safety. But this is not enough. The Rail Minister
should see that the passengers' safety under no circumstances is jeopardised.

While not compromising with passengers' safety efforts should be made for increasing the rail network. There have
been repeated demands to complete the ongoing rail projects in various parts of the country. But they linger on. It
takes not less than ten years for the completion of the rail projects. | shall deal with themin the subsequent parts of
speech how the ongoing rail projects have been delayed. This happens not only in my constituency but throughout
the country. Meanwhile the cost escalates. As a result the government has to allocate more money. The
government should see that the projects completed as early as possible. This is essential.

Secondly the punctuality of trains. On the punctuality of trains the less said is better. The trains always run late.
This causes hardships to the passengers. This should be avoided at any cost. Government should give emphasis
on punctuality, cleanliness and security. These three are utmost important for the Railways.

Now, Sir | will focus my attention of cleanliness aspect. The toilets in the trains are very dirty. Even conditions of the
toilets in the AC class no better. About the platforms and stations everyone know the conditions. Even the stations
at metropolitan cities are no better. Instructions should be given to maintain the cleanliness at the stations. An
operation cleanliness drive should be launched for the purpose — Even the passengers should be made aware of
the maintenance of cleanliness at the rail stations and platforms.

Complaints have many times received about the quality of food served in the sleeper class. The amount the
catering staff charge is not proportionate with the quality of foods. Therefore the Rail Ministry should take measures
for improving the quality of foods so that they are satisfied with food. There is another demand for providing a
doctor in the long distance trains. This is important. Sometimes if a passenger is taken ill there is no one to attend
to him. We have to see this aspect is not neglected.



Now, Sir, | turn my attention to some of the problems and demands of my area Sundarbans.
Sir, I now turn my attention towards some of the problems of the Railway passengers in Sealdah.

| regret to say that once again the Railway Minister has done total injustice to this region. | now give two specific
examples. For doubling of Sonarpur — Canning (Phase) | the Railway Minister has allocated only Rs.1 crore for the
year 2003-04. Last year's budget he has given the same amount. Similarly for the Baraipur - Laxmikantapur the
Railway Minister has again allocated Rs. 1 crore. Sir, these doubling projects are of utmost importance. But they
are being neglected. At such a rate the two projects would taken ten years for completion.

Before the Rail Minister presented his budget | had written to the Rail Minister about the various problems of the
Sundarban areas. The Minister is aware that Canning Rail Station is called the gateway to Sundarbans. But there
is no reservation facility for the long distance trains at Canning. A large number of tourists come to Sundarbans. But
there is no waiting room at the Canning Station. There are no toilet facilities at the station. Even the security
problem is there. There are danger from anti-social elements. | had indicated to this the Minister several times. But
not any action has been taken on a single issue.

This type of attitude towards the problem of the Sundarbans would certainly by counter productive. | hope the
Minister will take some corrective measures during the course of his reply. With this | conclude my speech and
thank you for giving me this opportunity.

*Speech was laid on the Table.
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* speech was laid on the Table.

DR. NITISH SENGUPTA (CONTAI): Thank you Mr. Chairman for giving me this opportunity. Let me first of all
express the deep sense of disappointment of the people of Contai and Egra whom | have the honour to represent in
this House. For years, they were looking forward to completion of Tamluk-Digha project. In this Budget, what
happened was contrary to the promise made by the Railway Minister himself that trains will ply up to Contai by
March this year and up to Digha by March next year, that is, 2004. The first date has been postponed by another
three months and it is not known as to when this will be completed. There are a lot of contractual problems. Sir, this
is a problem essentially for the Railways to solve. But there is no reference to Digha at all. One wishes that the hon.
Minister should have indicated in the Budget as to when the long delayed project is expected to be completed.
Otherwise, | will not be doing justice to the people whom | have the honour to represent. In fact, they have a deep
sense of betrayal.

There has been a lot of talk of safety and security. But to my mind, the hon. Minister has not given adequate
attention to the question of safety and security. In fact, that has been derailed in the Budget. There are some
references but the White Paper does not indicate where the funds have to come from.

There is a talk about the famous Rs.13,000 crore. There is the question of cess. But for how long can cess be
levied? Sir, the question of accident has practically become a folklore in the Indian Railways with the result that,
today, we have come to a situation where sometimes people are afraid of boarding the trains. We have to get out of
this situation. It is very difficult to create a good image but very easy to lose it. Bad image is something which you
get very easily but is difficult to lose. Somehow or the other the Railways, in the last several years, and specially
after the Rafiganj disaster, has acquired a kind of folklore of lack of safety and security and so on and so forth. It
will take a long time before the Railways can recover from the shock and once again get back to the proper image
which, as | said, is very difficult to get but easy to lose.

There are a lot of figures, which has been given. But | am afraid that many of them are make-believe figures which
are without any reference to reality. According to the figures given, the passenger fare for 2003-04 has been
estimated at Rs. 13,620 crores as against Rs. 12,730 crore in the last Revised Estimates. Again, according to a
statement made by the Chairman of the Railway Board, the Railways have lost about Rs. 720 crore in the
passenger traffic last year because of the fares have been hiked too high. If that is possible, how is the Minister
expecting, in the next year's Budget, the passenger earnings to go up substantially? To my mind, that is not going
to happen.

Coming to freight, once again it is a fact that the Railways have lost goods traffic from roughly 80 per cent which
they accounted for two to three decades aqo to about 20 per cent today. It will be a long haul before they can



recover that lost goods traffic. It will take a very long time. But there is no serious approach. There is no marketing
approach in the entire approach of the Railways. It is not just enough to say that we will have so much of goods
traffic. The Railway officials have to learn to go out of their offices to the market places to seek goods traffic which
is not forthcoming. Unless they can assure of door-to-door delivery - it is not possible to do that - the Railways will
continue to lose big chunk of traffic.

Now, the Minister's speech has a lot of references to the magic effect that will be there by the Golden Triangle. Sir,
when the Golden Triangle of the Prime Minister's famous scheme really comes into effect, to my mind, it is going to
take away a lot of traffic from the Railways. Railways are going to lose and a lot of strategic thinking is necessary to
see how Railways can meet this competition.

A lot of passengers are taken away by air traffic now. It is happening with tremendous concessions which have
been given by the airlines. Now, what is the long-term planning to take back the passenger traffic from the airlines
to the Railways? All these things need to be given a lot of thought.

Now, the Lufthansa runs a railway between Bonn and Frankfurt because they are not just content with running the
Airlines. | think the time has come when the Railways should also think of operating some coaches and buses to
supplement the inadequacies which exist in the railway network system. There is no reason why they should not do
that. They have to be flexible.

Shri Nitish Kumar, in his first incarnation, took a very good step when he appointed the Rakesh Mohan Committee.
It has been one of the real and solid attempts at infusing some modern management techniques into this antiquated
railway network system. But unfortunately Rakesh Mohan Committee's one recommendation advising caution
against further frittering away with the zonal system became a kind of an obsession. With the result that Shri Nitish
Kumar, in his second incarnation, refused to touch all other salient recommendations of the Rakesh Mohan
committee. A golden opportunity has been lost where a group of real management experts — | am talking as a
teacher of management myself — went into this antiquated railway system and made some very solid and scientific
recommendations. But they were not touched at all just because of this confusion over the zonal re-arrangement
system.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Railways have to learn a lot and do a lot. It is much too colonial and it is much too feudal. It
started in the private sector in the colonial times. Many people do not remember that. It made a tremendous amount
of contribution to India's economy. In the entire industrialisation process really Railways were the forerunners. At a
time when people were much poorer, it fixed up a fare system and freight system, recovered the money and repaid
the money to the shareholders. Afterwards, as a result of the expiry of the lease, the system came back to the
Government.

Mr. Chairman, we talk about BOT, Build-Operate-Transfer, because the World Bank and the Asian Development
Bank tell us. But in India, in a way, Indian Railways were the first example of BOT in history. We seem to forget
sometimes our own tradition. The colonial Government treated railways as a colonial system, then it also acquired
some feudal tradition. A lot of things need to be changed. It has to be modern.

One of the things | would strongly recommend to the Minister is that he should give a serious thought as to why the
Railway Board should continue at all. To my mind, it has outlived its utility. It is just a fifth wheel which does not
serve any purpose. It is time the Government overcome this dichotomy and convert the Railway Ministry into a
proper and full-fledged Ministry. In fact, | would say that there is no need for a separate Railway Budget. Easily, the
Railway Budget could be made into a part of the General Budget and zonal Railways can be made independent
corporate entities or companies, maybe with a sort of holding company under a kind of full-fledged Ministry. We
would not then have to go into all these complaints about the railway system, how much general revenue should
support the system, how much dividends etc. These are all impractical and these are all unrealistic. We have no
time to waste time on this kind of inane debates and theoretical exercises. | think this point should be given utmost
thought that the time has come when, like the Ministry of Defence or the Ministry of Steel, the Railways should also
be converted into a regular Ministry with a Minister and a Principal Secretary and maybe a few other Secretaries.
The other things should be corporatised.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Member, please conclude.

DR.. NITISH SENGUPTA : I will conclude. These issues are not usually mentioned. These are all hard realities.
Sometimes it is necessary to address ourselves to these realities. Mr. Chairman, my chain of thought has been
disturbed. So, | thank you very much. | conclude.
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* Speech was laid on the Table.
DR. MAHENDRA SINGH PAL (NAINITAL): Am | allowed to lay my speech on the Table of the House?
MR. CHAIRMAN : Yes, Dr. Mahendra Singh Pal, please lay your speech on the Table of the House.
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The new State of Uttaranchal has come into existence on the map of India and Ministry of Railway will be examining



the overall Railway allocation for this new State. | am sure you will be announcing your first package for this newly
formed State. You may kindly recall that | had discussion with you on many occasions as well as my several
correspondence for clearance of various proposals pending in the Ministry. As you know very well that the major
landscape (about 70%) of Uttaranchal is hilly which includes very remote apline and International border area
where no Railway network is available as on today. Only in the plain/Tarai area of this new State has Railway lines
viz. Hardwar, Rishikesh, Dehradun, Kotdwar, Ramnagar, Haldwani, Kathgodam, Tanakpur and Khatima and which
are connected from the railway line of adjoining districts of U.P., i.e. Saharanpur, Mujaffarnagar, Najimabad,
Moradabad, Rampur and Pilibhit. The Ministry of Railways has already conducted survey as per announcement
made in the 1996-97 Rail Budget for a new railway line between Ramnagar/Jaspur/Kalagarh - Kotdwar - Hardwar
and connecting it with Tanakpur via Kichha, Sitarganj and Nanakmatta. This line will not only integrate the whole of
Uttaranchal but also reduce the distance between Kumaon and Garhwal/Hardwar/Tarai region. This will require
early implementation. In addition to this the following proposals have also been announced in the annual Budget of
the Railways and allocation of sufficient Budgetary provisions for completion of these projects in the forthcoming
financial year may kindly be made.

The Bareilly-Lalkuan meter gauge conversion into broad-gauge was announced in the year 1987-88 but this project
is still pending due to insufficient budgetary provisions made in the annual Rail Budgets in the past and now it is
held up due to the pending clearance of Planning Commission. | hope with your personal intervention, this long
pending project will get place in the forthcoming Railway Budget. This line has to be extended up to Pilibhit-
Tanakpur segment to facilitate the speedy construction of the Mega Indo-Nepal Project of Pancheshwar Puniagiri
and Dhauliganga.

Proposal announced in Railway Budget 1998-99 regarding laying of new broad gauge between Kichha to Khatima
via Sitarganj and Nanakmatta (Nanakmatta is a very renowned and historical holy place of Sikh which is visited by
millions of pilgrims from round the world) requires urgent implementation so as to connect this holy place with the
rest of the countury.

The other important proposals which are pending for action are :-

1. Running of a new train to link Dehradun to Kathgodam with coaches for Ramnagar and Tanakpur, temporary
Capital of Uttaranchal is located at Dehradun, and the new High Court at Nainital and therefore, these regions
require constant Railway connectivity.

2. Computerisation of all major Stations in the Uttarachal like Kotdwar, Haldwani, Kathgodam, Ramnagar,
Kashipur, Rudrapur, Lalkuan, Khatima and Tanakpur Stations.

3. The AC Ist and lind tier coach in the Ranikhet Express Train in the Ranikhet Express train in the Ramnagar-
Delhi sector is pending due to non-availability of workshop facilities for AC coaches at the Ramnagar
Workshop, which requires urgent and speedy completion.

4. Proposals regarding introduction of a regular Shatabdi express instead of Summer Shatabdi presently running
in the Kathgodadam New Delhi sector may be announced in the forthcoming Rail Budget.

5. Running of a new train from Ramnagar/Haldwani/Lalkuan to Delhi starting in the afternoon hours and starting
in the morning from Delhi to these destination and the same facility for Kotdwar — Delhi — Kotdwar Sector. This
will not only facilitate to the local passengers but also to the tourists and other business/farmer community as
well. You will appreciate that the New Uttraanchal State requires support from various quarters to become self
sufficient and stand on its own in the near future. The major revenue resources in this State would be through
the promotion of Tourism industry. For this, smooth and safe transportation facilities will be the basic need and
the vital role to play in this regard is of the Railways. | hope you would kindly, keeping in view the various
priorities of this newly born State, announce special package in your forthcoming Rail Budget speech and
include the above mentioned projects.

Dear Sir, our C.M., Hon. N.D. Tiwari, is doing his best to give the good direction to the State of Uttaranchal. But
without your help, Central Government as well as Railway Ministry the hopes of Uttaranchal people cannot be
achieved. | hope so. Moreover, Uttaranchal should have new capital.
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* Speech was laid on the Table.

*SHRI HOLKHOMANG HAOKIP (OUTER MANIPURY): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | thank you very much for giving me this
chance.



At the outset, | would like to say that the Railway Budget is very nice. | like it very much but | cannot support it
because Manipur is nowhere in the Railway Budget. | am from Manipur. It is nowhere in the Railway Budget.

| would like to draw your kind attention to certain things. | will be very short in making my speech. | would like to
speak in the Manipuri language.

* Mr Chairman Sir, thank you very much for giving me this chance. Railway Budget is very nice and | like it very
much. But | cannot support it because Manipur was nowhere. | am from Manipur Sir. Manipur was nowhere in the
Railway Budget. To draw your kind attention | will be very short Sir. And | will speak in Manipuri language. Sir, in
Manipur there is no railway. If there is no train at least you can bring a coach at Imphal city so that we can see it.
Our children and people from rural areas never see a train, they saw it only in TV. In fact there is no railway and no
train in Manipur. So we feel very sorry and we are suffering too.

Already sanctioned line between Diphu and Karong was inaugurated by the Union Railway Minister. After the
inauguration the survey and estimate work was also completed. Now they have left it completely. It is not there now.
This railway line is no more. | would like to request you to do something for those people who have not seen train.
They are suffering like anything due to lack of train services. Therefore a train connection should be given for them
at the earliest.

Sir, first of all | would like to bring to the notice of this House that non- lapseable 10 percent of the budgetary
allocation of this Ministry is not being earmarked for North East. All other Ministries and Departments are allocating
10 percent of their Budget to the North East. But the Railway Ministry is not doing so. It is the program of the NDA
Government to provide 10 percent of the Budget to the North East. This is an aberration on the part of the Railway
Ministry. | urge upon the Ministry to allocate 10 percent of its Budget to the North East as early as possible.

Secondly Sir, railway line is extended up to Jiribam, that is the border of Manipur. But there is no platform. It is
wonderful. No platform, but railway! Railway line has touched the corner-most part of Manipur.

Now | want to know whether the Diphu-Karong line has been cancelled or not. Is it still alive?

Sir this year's plan outlay of the Ministry is Rs 12,918 crore. Whether 10 percent of it is actually earmarked for North
East or not? Is it actually going to the non-lapseable fund of North East? We have serious doubits. If the
Government is not following its own policy, what can we say.

There was a ticketing booth/counter at Imphal. It is no more now. It is completely defunct. Now we have to go to
Guwabhati to book the train ticket. We have to go from Imphal to Guwahati to get our ticket. That is why | would like
to request the Railway Minister that ticket booking facility should be reopened at Imphal. Please revive it very soon.
Then Sir, they are claiming that Manipur is in the railway map of India. It is not so. Indian Railways have completed
150 years. But we have not seen a single railway line in Manipur. We are not touched by the national rail network.
In fact we have no facilities.

Rail line is likely to reach Srinagar or Kashmir valley very shortly due to the initiative of the Government. Then what
about State capitals of the North East like Aizwal, Kohima, Gangtok (Sikkim), Imphal, etc. They should also be
provided a railway head and train services. This is our earnest request.

North East has become 'far east'! In the absence of railways North East certainly becomes 'far east'. Therefore
there is hardly any progress and substantial development in this region. The line between Lumding and Silcher is
yet to be completed. It is a very very important railway line.

Lastly, what | want to say is that kindly remember, kindly see us, kindly remember and think about us, about North
East where no railway line has gone. | will request the Railway Minister to reach at least as | said, one coach, one
bogie of rail at Imphal so that we may see railways. That is why the North East still remains as a remote part in the
absence of railways. We come to Guwahati by bus. It takes one night and one day completely to reach Guwahati. If
railway line is there it would be a great relief. Sir, | do not know what is railway, and | must know it and we must
know it. We must be provided the facility.

* English Translation of the speech originally delivered in Manipuri.

*SHRI MADHAB RAJBANGSHI (MANGALDOI):

I would like to express my views on the Railway Budget placed by the Hon'ble Minister Shri Nitish Kumarji on 27
February, 2003.

Sir,  would like to thank the Hon'ble Railway Minister Shri Nitish Kumarji for declaring in the House, that Rangia



Rail Division will starts functioning from Ist April, 2003. It was a long pending demand of the people of Assam which
has been fulfilled by Shri Nitish Kumarji.

Sir, | would like to raise my demand again that the Rangia Mokokseleng Gauge Conversion survey work has not yet
been completed inspite of protracted demand. The Hon'ble Railway Minister has completely ignored the demand in
the Railway Budget speech about the completion of the survey work and thereafter gauge conversion. | again
demand, that the gauge conversion work should be undertaken without any further delay.

Sir, last year | propose for a new Railway line and for the survey of Baihata, Routa Via Kharupetia Line, but the
survey work has not yet started, | again demand for undertaken the survey work on this proposed line without and
further delay.

Sir, The conditions of Railway Stations viz Nalbari, Rangia, Baihata, Charlai, Gureswar, Kharabari, Tangla,
Harisingha, Udalguri, Mazbat, is in a very deplorable conditions, no provision of basic amenities for the passengers
is existed, No light provision and other infrastructure, such as toilet, drinking water, waiting room for the facility of
the passengers. | strongly demand to provide all basic amenities to the passengers of all class.

Sir, since pastitis seen, that the Ministry of Railways, as well as, the Railway Board has ignored or neglected the N.F.Railways in all
respect, inspite of the protrected demands from various corners, not a single local youth has given

employment whereas outsiders are given preference in appointments in N.F. Railways. This step motherly
treatment with the local un-employed youth is a matter of great concern and time is not far, to start a massive
agitation against the N.F. Railway Recruitment Borad.

Sir, In the past, | have requested the Hon'ble Minister in person as well as in written to give proper attention in order
to eliminate the poverty of this area, but all in vain. | again demand for giving special package to the candidates of
North East Region and stop discrimination at all level.

Sir, Assam is a rich state with resources, but inhabitted by poor people, as the Central Government misrably failed
to install industries in this region, and ignored the interest of the North East Region, which resulted poverty. The
Financial position of the State Government is worst. All the MP's from Assam have requested time and again for the
instalation of a coach factory in all, at Rangia or Tinsukhia, so that skilled, and educated un-employed youth of this
region could be adjusted, but the Hon'ble Railway Minister ignored the demand and not a single word is said in the
budget speech. | again demand for the instalation of a coach factory in Assam without any further delay as the raw
material required is available in abundance on cheaper rate including the labour.

Sir, | would like to invite the attention of the Hon'ble Railway Minister with regards to lack of basic amenities in the
trains viz Brahmaputra Express, N.E. Express and Avadh Express are very deplorable even from their starting point
Tinsukhia and Guwahati. | strongly demand to provide basic amenities for the benefit of the passengers.

* Speech was laid on the Table
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*Speech was laid on the Table.
* SHRI DIP GOGOI(KALIABOR):

Sir, At the very outset | would like to extend my hearty thanks to Shri Nitish Kumarji, the honourable Railway
Minister for the inclusion of Bogibeel bridge over the Brahamaputra in the current budget; and also inclusion of
regional language in the written examination of Railway Recruiting Board for the selection of candidates to 'D'
category of staff to be employed in the railways. This will definately help the unemployed youths seeking jobs in the
railway.

Sir, the services of railway was introduced in Assam more than 100 years back by the British basically to carry Tea,
Oil and Coal from Upper Assam. The service was extended to Tinsukhia, Digboi, Margherita and Lido. Assam was
very much involved in the second world war. The railway played a great role to carry soldiers, ammunitions,
labourers and other essential commodites. The Stelwell Road from Ledo to Wanting in the province of Yunan of
China, a distance of more than 900 miles was built during the second world war. There is an Air Base in Dinjan
near Digboi, from where thousands of air sorties were made during the war of Kunming of China to carry
ammunitions and oil over the great Himalayas in a perilous condition.

Sir, now through your goodself, | wish to draw the attention of the Honourable Railway Minister for the following
subjects. | am sorry to say that the assurance given by the Railway Minister in black & white for the re introduction
of Rail Bus from Haiborgaon to Moirabari and between Senchoa to Silghat is yet to commence. Here it may be
mentioned that Railway Minister has given an assurance to introduce above Rail Bus service vide letter No.
96/Chg.lI/16/NF/19 dt. 25.9.98. Subsequently the Railway Minister Shri Nitish Kumar informed Shri Tarun Gogoi,
the then Member of Parliament on 25.9.98 that Indian Railways had placed order for the manufacture of two 4



wheeler Rail Buses.

Sir, As you know that Assam is a backward state and communication facilities like road and railways are in bad
shape. Instead of extending more railway facilities , the decision of withdrawal of existing facilities for last 100 years
has been resented very much by the people of Assam.

Sir, | therefore request you kindly to take sympathetic view and issue necessary instructions to implement the
assurance given by the Railway Ministry by introducing Rail Bus services from Haiborgaon to Moirabari and
between Senchoa to Sigghat at an early date, please.

Sir, the railway service presently in existence between Guwahati and Dimapur can be extended to Mariani, whereby
both the districts of Golaghat and Jorhat will be covered.

* Speech was laid on the Table
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*SHRI PRAVIN RASHTRAPAL (PATAN) : Sir, | thank for allowing me to lay my speech on Railway Budget.

This Budget is prepared with political consideration of elections in various States in the coming days. The Hon.
Minister had decided not to make any cross-the-board increase in freight rates. However, he has not applied his
mind for getting more work from the customers to increase freight-income to Railways. It is known to one and all that
the major freight income is from oil, coal and other items which are transported by public sector undertakings. What
about transport and that too factories to home or business place transport of goods, which is by Road transporters?
How to divert this work to Railways? How to remove the mafia and monopoly of few from the Railway Yards in
certain States?

The Hon. Railway Minister in his speech had mentioned "Passenger Amenities Year" and "Customer Satisfaction
Year". Is he aware that there are two major categories of passengers? 1) with Tickets and 2) without tickets? All
amenities will be provided to both types of passengers. He should come out with a plan and project, how ticketless
passengers are fined or punished. As far as customers (with tickets) satisfaction is concerned, the Minister should
take maximum care of lind Class and poor passengers travelling by passenger trains or mail gadi. Clean drinking



water, clean compartment, clean toilets, clean platforms, clean surroundings are the few areas which require urgent
attention.

Interaction in between Railway authorities and MP is minimum. The Zonal G.M. should meet MP of his zone at least
once in three months.

There is no regional balance or justice in the following subjects :

1. Gauge conversion;
2. New trains;

Frequency of trains and extension of services. Highest route KM of gauge conversion work is in arrear in the State
of Gujarat. The Hon. Minister had visited my constituency during 1997-98 in presence of other five Ministers and
assured gauge conversion of Patan-Mehsana Railway lines which is only 49 KM. This was a public assurance but
not carried out till date. Is he waiting for the next Lok Sabha election? According to the information given to me,
Railway bridges and culverts on this route are constructed to suit broad gauge. Only tracks are to be laid. | request
the Hon. Minister to fulfil his assurance, as Patan is the only district/HQ in Gujarat not connected by broad gauge. |
also request him to approve "Computerized Reservation Centre" for Patan Station. Again, this is the only district in
Guijarat which is not provided this facility. | am prepared to give Rs.10/- lakh from the MPLAD Fund. | also take this
opportunity to know from the Railway Minister about Viramgam-Bhildi Railway line. It is true that the work of gauge
conversion in between Viramgem-Mehsana is in progress but the same is at very slow speed. Let it be at the speed
of 'express train'. Sir, | want Hon. Railway Minister to consider following Demands of passengers from North Gujarat

1. New train from Palampur to Mumbai;

2. Extension of one train from Ahmedabad to Palanpur which is daily in between Ahemdabad-Mumbai.

3. Adequate stoppages to Siddhapur and Unja Railway Stations in trains running in between Delhi-Ahmedabad
and Mumbai-Jaipur.

4. Stoppage of Rajdhani Train at Siddhapur. This train in-between Ahmedabad-Delhi has no stoppage in Gujarat.
It has three stoppages in Rajasthan.

5. Revival of Mehsana — Taranga Railway lines.

6. Rail-Road overbridges at Siddhapur and Unjha.

7. Upgradation of Patna Railway Station.

The announcement of two new trains : 1) Bhavnagr-Ahmedabad and 2) Bhavngar-Mumbai is a joke. Because it is
conditional. The Railway Minister should inform the people of Gujarat when the work of gauge conversion will be
completed.

Guijarat is the State, which gives maximum revenue to the Railway Department whether it is petroleum, oil, timber
and salt, maximum freight income is from Gujarat. In return, we are not getting adequate works from Railways. We
welcome the announcement that Ahmedabad Division will start functioning w.e.f 1.4.2003 but let us know the place
and venue where the Divisional office of Ahmedabad will be situated.

(ends)
* Speech was laid on the Table.

SHRI E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN (SIVAGANGA): Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | will confine my presentation to
certain points relating to my constituency and Tamil Nadu related issues.

The entire Budget concentrates upon various aspects. Without any funds, it is made as a Budget for the poor. But,
at the same time, | had mentioned last year that the fund, which was allotted to a particular project, had always
been diverted. In the Performance Budget, it had been clearly mentioned at page C-25 that Tiruchi-Manamadurai
project, for which Rs. 10 crore were allotted last year, had been diverted at the planning stage. In the same manner,
for the line, Maduri-Rameshwaram — 162 kilometres, Rs. 10 crore, which was granted last year, had been diverted
for minor variation. The same thing had happened last year also. For the past three years, out of this project, totally
about Rs. 50 crore had been diverted. This is a very important project.

Chennai-Talaimannar line, that is for Sri Lanka, was the first one made by the Britishers. This was one of the



projects which was made during the British period. It was the oldest one. According to the earlier study, the cost
return ratio was 12.22 per cent. That is why, Kumari Mamata Banerjee had accepted to include it in her Budget,
and it was made in the Budget of 1999. Subsequently, the entire fund of Rs. 50 crore had been diverted to various
other projects. This has been made without any progress at all. This is a total injustice to a backward area.
Pudukottai, Sivaganga and Ramnad Districts are having rich heritage prosperity. Chettinad Heritage Home is there.
About 1,500 temples are there. There is a very ancient Dutch Church, which was constructed in 1815. Many
churches are there. Many mosques are there. It is a tourist spot. A bird sanctuary is there. A lot of income is being
generated particularly in this area.

But it was totally neglected. | want to mention that even the President of India, Dr. Abdul Kalam, cannot ask for
anything from our Budget, but at the same time, we should have the magnanimity to create this project from
Trichirappalli-Manamadurai-Rameswaram, which is a viable project and which will give return immediately. This
particular project should be included as one of the projects, at least, in the Diagonal through identified sub-projects.

The hon. Minister had mentioned in the Budget speech that this Diagonal through identified sub-projects will also
be taken up in the Rail Vikas Nigam Limited project. Last time also, | had requested that Rameswaram Bond might
be floated. It will not be just like the Konkan project; it will be a very successful project. Ramanathaswami of
Rameswaram is worshipped throughout the world, especially in India. All the people are ready to purchase the bond
which can be specifically marked for this particular project. It can be completed within two years. If you give back
that Rs.50 crore and if you float the Rameswarm Bond, along with the Diagonal if the identified sub-projects are
also taken into consideration, the total project will be completed within two years.

In the same way, | would like to submit that you have announced a lot of concessions. The disabled persons have
to be accompanied with one person. Then only they will be getting the concession. The disabled persons can go

anywhere on their own, but they are not allowed to have the concession. They should have the same concession
even if they go alone or if they are not escorted by any person.

I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister that an over-bridge at Namanasamudram-Pudukottai junction,
Karaikudi-Kottaiyur, Sivaganga-Thondi Road and also a new gate to Karaikudi-Periyakottai may be included.
Already three stations are closed, namely, Namanasamudram, Kottaiyur and Anaithidal. These should be re-
opened. At least, the tickets should be made available so that the people can go. They are very important places.

In the same way, | would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister to one thing. Shri Moorthy is now-a-days
very famous in Tamil Nadu, but at the same time, he is handicapped for want of proper projects. The Southemn
Railway is allotted Rs.365.10 crore. Compared to last year, this year the allotment is very less. This year, Rs.46
crore is less for Tamil Nadu. Out of 59 MPs, including Rajya Sabha MPs from Tamil Nadu, 55 MPs are supporting
this Government, but this Government is not giving sufficient attention to this area.

| also want to draw the attention to one thing which happened last year. | told that Lord Rama is so much
appreciated throughout the world, especially by the BJP people. They are creating Ayodhya and other issues. But
at the same time, Rameswarm is forgotten totally. At Rameswaram, Lord Rama had won the war. That should be
appreciated. If they are really paying some attention to Lord Rama, they should give proper facility for Lord Rama
also to be visited by both the national and the international tourists.

In the same way, | would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister that during the course of the speech, he had
mentioned that backward areas would be given more importance. This area is having textile mills. There are 30
textile mills in the Pudukottai, Sivaganga and Ramnad area. A lot of agricultural products are to be taken by train.
But at the same time, this area is totally neglected. Both Sethu and Rameswaram Express trains are taking about
13 hours to travel about 420 kilometres. This is the longest time taken in any rail route. This should be immediately
taken into consideration and proper appreciation should be given for this area.

With these words, | conclude my speech.

#t favEa |/ (WAre) @ |uHy #eied, AT Yol Hall R U Yol doie &l # 8 IRE | WHYT Bl g 39 af & ol # ¥ A W)
F1E AfRe 7R 7d s1em @ forg F W=t St @1 wngaTe 31 §) SH g ANA Y a9ie ¥ AW U NS W STEl Y AT B qTel AT B
IEd Ugdl 1 3HS W # AR Y #wAt Sft 1 e o1 WS 8 IAe-BRiNIg $t $P WAl iR argsl @t 3R SHfia B A
g, % agad & el @ ag Wt R T 5 R €1 3 e w0 | 9w e qrared § Yod o ReTvT B @iel S, -9 i #
frmfor w1 s i, SRa-E "Ef @ et @ wfiwfy o @ fag gwd @ 2l

A FHTART S, SR | Yo gS-da1eX IA7E DY g4 212 ey, sRaTst &t gt 190 frariier 3R o= ot g/ 150 fFarfie 81 SR
foren & I dasl Al oMRervT & A wedhd € iR 92 SorTall &1 WeRl ol gsdl . e ara1 &1 @t SF[ET 81 ST €1 Sy a8t SIREvT



B BT WA S o4 &l S e | TRAeTe Hid B 7 e I g S ST /A R 2| TE W PO ol Bl TR BT JEWSD
HETE! THRAE, BTG garas, Wre R @ oy efifTa @t gfaer 98 €1 98 14 Ry 1998 #1 Y <fia @ g Rremama v s
g1 & AP B AR TE BT T &) wEf Aeley, § v A | Yo w9t off 9 fraes e grear € fp ael e s e g
EUR

|ATART FEIE, PRAT-H YA-Ar B Frfor o sara 20 @t F @R Te1 $ €1 (P AR 39S AU W &1 F SR w g Afea d= d am
Brg G m| gafay agt & @ F gHet daR A Fren 81 R e B fag A f & w1 a9 emavw & safe W = St @ e @
o5 g7 1 Prat o i B T P BN AEAG HA S GRT e H AR T XA g€ W ITD] GA1G <ol Y A ST T FHIG e
gl

*#t et T (He9R): Jeied, o 7w | A Yo w1 SR 6eT &1 e (@1 SR Fe @i AR W SR 9 TSR B ST @ R
@ =rear 1 78 &= et & § yfafife $war § oW ey @ wew e ofR e gare §1 @sl 7 9Ei 6 € ok T uRasw @t wfta &
TRIT| 37 geTd] 31 T T ABST & B WwbR A FH ff THRar /@ 78 o) Fsdl ) god 5ok A1 @ & I gD Yord HATed B
Ihen &1 PR 2

A TeE Sft, IRV ¥ SHISER SR MREYR SR IR ¥ sif¥ER Sie aferar-vuw 9 areft Yo Arge B ae 9 <t AT # 95
§ mft €1 99 R foat w3 a1 & o Ml T @ T1 W oNUD T§ @R mead B F SiifSER ¥ wiuw & € " 60 fwoHio @t
Hewa arge @1 9t avE Bis Rar mar 81 vrs & 7 R e & afew 9w W A i o T gemrht Srcht 21 greriat smw Rad & foaw @
Jeror I I g 2l

AR, #9 39 IR Yo #aft @1 @ AR 9R e 8 iy, 1999 @1 Yo wift gt wHar aeeit 1 39 Hew # uw foran| 15 vy 99 @1
YADTA & SN 36 A DI Sordl 97 377 & T8 IRHR ST & G [HdT| R XA HATAT B S W 9 a@ 181 it | e gax 44 3
HE, 2000 B AAIT WS TH AT D FHE ATfADT SRS B | STe0eT HEIGY 71 30 AMUBT B Hoe 31 Afad Al S 49 Rarl afre
AT 7 36 Y AT B AEw DI HR IR Yed a6 D ARG I o0 d5F H garan iR Ry F @ oftl 16 wE, 2000 F for
U IF ¥ Y HATd A qqrn & e oRads 2 @deror g 81 T 81 §6 W 67 Hds W0 W e | At wiRfy & wwer 19 Ry
2000 &I ¥erd 1€ & ARl &1 @i e gorrl 24 JaATE, 2001 &1 ATfIHT WY 7 3191 9df wfade «ies |l # wd fpan| 30 3,
2001 &1 A iy o= for@n| 19 FawR, 2001 &1 ¥ w3 4t e FAR B 0 for@ FR @ arfds Rafa @ sraera wan| e |k 9 ¥
NS B ARHERAT 3R IR Wew AN B T XA HATAT BN gH g D 3 IRaT H1 3w vl 5 wRa®, 2002 F At wHfy 3 e w
@l |1 |iaed 7 st TaS. 9, Fws, @i, Yad 91 B 97 foar ok @t it erag @ sert w7l o) areer |ty & Al a
¥ HATrd 7 Big refiga el § 99 A 20 REwe, 2002 B FH &S B B 1w G H SO IR GR WE B 918 W XA AAAT | T AL
fora| w1 Yo auie # #3ft AEleT J Sad oIgT W TS SLUA.S. T & Eon ¥ W 98 ff $9 F gordl, $ gar T8 2

"ERY, ¥ Ia Y g B HEl 0% A AN S A | AR §H g B o yRadT & S A 6 &F B S b1 Wer o g &,
B, aferdn, Sif$eR, SR FaTTe Siey dEe A1 R WIR-$aTT 8ie) dEE 91 37 WAl & Y v 741 ¥ we a9 o] g9
AR IRV e R e P71 aret i g1 8 a1l $6 qed B 3@ g WRPR B 3 IRGT W AR $V 67 @ bt ff ot @
1 39 it =&l A S "l

AR, $H 85 B ST o o W THSD 3 TRac @ A et o W ¥ o WHR | AW 3w # 5 7% ifER | SR Heww
TS DI TSI | 98 B Y AR HIH SOIY 3R T q9ic A WiBad & Tel, PO o7 DI AqqwqT B

* Speech was laid on the Table.

PROF. A K. PREMAJAM (BADAGARA): Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to
participate in the discussion on the Railway Budget for 2003-2004 presented by the hon. Minister of Railways Shri
Nitish Kumar.

I wish | could thank the hon. Minister as many of colleagues on the Treasury Benches have thanked him. The
Indian Railways is a symbol of national integration. This, | am emphasising, for reasons which | am going to state a
little later.

We are very proud that India has the largest railway network under a single management in the world. The Indian
Railways is one of the most important strategic instruments, enhancing the nation's defence preparedness also. In
every respect, it has to have a significant place in the country's development but | must say that 85 per cent of the
existing railway network has been contributed by the British and only the remaining portion has been contributed by
us during the half a century after attaining Independence. The rate of increase in the railway network is very
pathetic. | am not going into the whole detail for constraints of time. The capital input in coaches, wagons, route-
kilometres and loco traction, etc. are not up to the expectation and not up to the requirement. It not sufficient to meet
the enormous demand in the number of passengers. The passenger amenities are also not up to the expectation as
well as the demand coming from the people.

The hon. Minister has declared this yearé€’150th year of the celebration of Railwaysa€”as the "Passenger
Amenities Year'. If we are to have ample provisions for passenger amenities, there should be enough resources and
there should be enough allocations also. But when one goes through the Budget, it is not found that it is going to
satisfy the requirements to make it a real - ‘Passenger Amenities Year.'



| would like to mention one important point in this context that in the General Budget, Defence is getting a major
chunk of our resources. Nobody will grudge that. Everybody is loyal that nation should be protected properly. So,
the allocation in the Defence Budget will be going up according to the changing times and requirements. It is
admitted also. But, at the same time, for Defence preparedness, one of the important tools is Railways and taking
that factor into consideration, more budgetary provision should have come to the aid of the Railways, which is not
forthcoming.

Another very important point is that the Railways own prime land all over the country. But wherever we go and
wherever we travel, we find that it is not being looked after properly. A lot of encroachments are there and if that
prime land is utilised by the Railway authorities, | am sure, that will contribute one of the major resources, with
which the railways can do a lot of developmental work.

Another point regarding the resources is that if an intensive drive is undertaken to collect the arrears from the
various departments allied with the railway activities, then crores of rupees could be collected and that also can be
utilised for the developmental programmes, which | find is not done to the fullest extent.

Now, this year's Budget is termed to be a very popular and populist Budget. Even the Press and the electronic
media have branded it as a popular Budget. But coming from the State of Kerala, | can never agree with this. | am
not saying so because | am coming from the State of Kerala, which is a neglected State as far as this year's
Railway Budget is concerned, but for another reason also | cannot support this view, though | wish | could do it. The
public memory is very short-lived and when | say, public memory is very short-lived, linclude both the Press and the
electronic media in that because whatever hike the Railways or this Government wanted to do in the Railway
Budget has been done, both in the case of freight charges and in the case of passenger fares. It has been done in
a very substantial manner last year. If you just go through the last year's Budget, you will find that substantial
amount of freight charges and passenger hike had been done. The burden is always there and the last year's
burden is not taken away. So, it is termed as a populist and popular Budget, but the people forget that the burden,
which was inflicted on the shoulders of the ordinary people, is being carried even now. | would like to remind that.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Prof. AK. Premajam, please conclude.

PROF. A K. PREMAJAM : Please give me a few more minutes. | am the second speaker from my party and there is
no other speaker. &€, (Interruptions) When this year the hike was done, it is claimed to be a rationalisation. Since |
am not having the time to give details, | will not go into the details. But here the rationalisation is that in the case of
passenger fares, the hon. Minister has said that appropriate tariff for each segment commensurate with level of
service provided and the ability to pay for the same have to be evolved. That is a very good philosophy, if it is put
into practice.

In the case of last year's Budget, the effects of which are carried along in this year's Budget, that philosophy has
not been considered. The very ordinary class of passengers are having the heavy burden with the reductions made
in the fares of Shatabdi and Rajdhani Expresses and also in higher classes and not in sleeper class or in the lower
classes.

| have already mentioned that eight per cent hike has been done in freight charges. That is the case with the freight
charges. Last year itself, a commodity like salt had been put to higher freight charge. | am not going to mention the
other details like increase in coal, iron ore and raw material to steel plants, etc.

16.26 hrs. (Mr. Speaker in the Chair)

There was an increase in this and that is not brought down. If at all a concession is given in the freight charge, as it
is said that one hand takes away what is given by the other hand, the hon. Minister of Railways has given certain
concessions and those have been taken away two days later on the 2gth February when the General Budget was
introduced by the hon. Minister of Finance.

There is another aspect regarding patients getting concessions in the train journey. | would like to mention one
thing here. It may appear to be out of place; but still that is correlated. These days, from the Prime Minister's Relief
Fund, the grants are not coming. The very poor patients who were getting relief from the National Relief Fund,
nowadays are not getting it. So, this concession of the Railways will not actually have the effect; but it will actually
be in a way, cancelling the effect.

Regarding the projects, the hon. Minister, last year, had made certain rationalisation and he had actually brought in
a strategy and transparency. He said that just on the basis of area of a State, population and throw-forward of
projects in the State, it would be decided.



MR. SPEAKER: Please conclude.

PROF. A.K. PREMAJAM : Sir, for being progressive and cutting down on population, the people of Kerala are put to
a disadvantage. Here, | would like to submit a suggestion that the rate of passengers travelling by train should also
be taken into account and not merely the total population of a State. It does not mean that the entire population is
travelling by train. The population does not give the correct standard or basis. It is my suggestion that along with
population, the rate of travellers by train or the number of passengers should also be taken into account. That
would actually give details of how much a State is contributing to the revenue of the Railways.

Now, there is a new programme of Rail Vikas Nigam Limited. | do not think that that will ever come to work in our
State, Kerala because no major project will come. Even this year, it is actually coming down.

Sir, | am coming to the conclusion of my speech. Regarding the safety measures also, | have one suggestion. |
would like to state that a special safety fund of Rs. 17,000 crore has been constituted. Against this background, it is
high time that we amend the rules and regulations regarding implementation of the safety measures. There are two
categories — deposit work and non-deposit work. As far as safety works are concerned, those deposit works also
should be enhanced by the contribution of fund from this safety fund.

In my constituency, there is a problem. If there is a level crossing where manning is to be done or installation of
inter-locking system has to be done, and if it happened to be a deposit work, the municipalities and the panchayats
which are suffering from fund constraint are asked to make the contribution and then construct the work. How can
they do it?

MR. SPEAKER: The next speaker, Shri Sohan Potai to speak now.

PROF. A K. PREMAJAM : Sir, just a minute. Let me conclude. Please give one minute.

MR. SPEAKER: Not one minute, but one sentence, the concluding sentence.

SARDAR SIMRANJIT SINGH MANN (SANGRUR): Sir, am | permitted to lay my speech on the Table of the House?

MR. SPEAKER: Yes, you will be allowed to place your speech on the Table of the House. If there are other
Members also who would like to lay their speeches on the Table of the House, they are permitted.

PROF. AK. PREMAJAM : Sir, just allow me for one sentence.

Regarding the MPLAD scheme, even when we are prepared to shell out funds in the name of passenger amenities,
when it is not passenger amenities, it is not granted by the Railways. | request the hon. Minister to take a note of
this.

The last thing | would like to say is that several of the ongoing works are not in a position to be completed in the
near future because only very little amount of a few lakhs of rupees is allotted for them.

Then, there is a four-decade old demand of northern part of Kerala for Tellicherry Naachangod line. It is not actually
included. | would request very earnestly that this line should be included in the Budget for the year 2003-2004.
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* Speech was laid on the Table.

*SARDAR SIMRANJIT SINGH MANN (SANGRUR): Sir, speaking on the Railway Budget. On behalf of the
combined strength of the Shiromani Akali Dal, the principal political party of the Sikh peoples, | wish to state that we
three members of the Akali Dal Sardar Tarlochan Singh Tur, Sardar Zora Singh Mann and | welcome the efforts of
the Hon'ble Railway Minister to give a common touch all over the country for imposing the least burden on the
people.

However, the Akali Dal wishes to state that the present budget has not made any investment in the Punjab. My
recommendation is that a railway track be laid between Anritsar and Ferozepore. By doing so the Indian Railways
will be laying a ring along the Punjab border with Pakistan. This will be of great military strategic importance to the
country from the defence angle. Moreover it will provide an alternative railway link from Delhi to Jammu and
Kashmir. Having just one link to Jandk is risky in these days of sensitivity as it can be badly cut off through
sabotage. The new route will be economically viable both freight and passenger wise.

Secondly | would plead that the double laning of the railway track from Rajpura via Bhatinda and terminating in
Ferozepore should be speeded up, so that we have more trains on this route.

Thirdly | plead that the laying of the railway track from Chandigarh to Ludhiana be expedited and completed before
the year runs out.

I would also request that sanitary and catering services in our stations in the Punjab be brought up to meet world
standards. The stations need renovations. The stations and railway tracks need to be kept neat and clean as
thousands of NRI's and foreigners visit the Punjab. The filth and dirt leaves a bad taste and a poor impression
about India.

| request railway traffic to Lahore in Pakistan be started afresh to facilitate trade, commerce, tourism and religious
pilgrimage as about 280 religious shrines of the Sikhs are in Pakistan. As per the Laigat-Nehru pact Sikh jathas of
pilgrims can visit their holy shrines four times each year. We have a Muslim population in Malerkotla my
constituency, who have their relatives in Pakistan. On humanitarian grounds they have to have cheap facilities to
visit their kith and kin there.

Lastly | request that the Sachkand Express makes a halt at Sirhind junction. The Dhauladhar Express should go
through Anritsar to its destination to Pathankot to facilitate the Sikhs of the Malwa region to go on pilgrimage to
their holy city Amritsar. It is also the wish of the people that the Dhauladhar Express stop at Ahmedgarh and
Malerkotla railway stations so as to enable the traders and passengers of this area to visit Delhi and Anritsar.

| emphatically oppose the proposal of the member of the treasury benches to wind up the Railway Board and make
it one of the departments of the Government of India. This is a typical proposal of the .LA.S. mind which wishes to
monopolise all power without providing probity, efficiency, transparency and accountability. | also want the
computerisation for booking at important railway stations to be completed at the earliest in the Punjab.

* Speech was laid on the Table.
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SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN (COOCHBEHAR): Sir, | may be permitted to lay my speech on the Table of the
House.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Amar Roy Pradhan is allowed to lay his speech on the Table of the House. Along with that, the
speeches of three other hon. Members, that is, Shri Simranjit Singh Mann, Prof. S.P. Singh Baghel, and Shrimati
Sangeeta Kumari Singh Deo, are allowed to be laid on the Table of the House.
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* Speech was laid on the Table.

* SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN (COOCHBEHAR): Thanks for giving me the opportunity to make a brief speech on
RAILWAY BUDGET.

At the outset, | would like to mention that | am very much frustrated with the present RAILWAY BUDGET, when |
look at the N.F.RAILWAY ZONE. | would like to confine myself with the N.F. Railway Zone as this is the most
neglected Railway Zone in the Railway Map.

It was announced in the last Rail Budget that the Rajdhani Express from New Delhi to Guwahati will be operating all
the seven days in a week, i.e, daily, but | am sorry to say that it has not yet been made daily even after elapse of
complete one year. Is it not a negligence on the part of railways. It clearly shows the behavior of railways towards
N.F.Railway Zone.

Regarding electrification you have already stated that 25% of the total railway line of 63, 140 route Kms, have
already been electrified. It means that the Passenger / Good Trains will move more fastly.

To play the desired social and developmental role of railways don't you think that N.F.Railway should also be
electrified. But till date, there is not even a singly meter railway line electrified.

Regarding the question of double line, this zone is most neglected. Only a protion from Malda to New Jalpaiguri the
facility of double line have been provided. Once and again | have stated that atleast the single existing B.G.Line
from New Jalpaiguri to Rani Nagar be doubled for comfortable journey of passengers, for convenient movement of
Rajdhani, Mail & Express Trains which are the long distance trains running on this line.

Regarding the new Railway line from New Moinaguri to Jogigappa, this time only 25 crores have been allotted for
this project. When the total cost of the project is 733 crores, 25 crores is a too small amount. Under the leadership
of Shri Chandi Pal, Joint Convenor of this new Railway Line, we met you twice. Not only this, but | myself personally
talked to you about this project. This new railway line will be a lifeline for North Bengal, Sikkim and North Eastern
States. The present rail line, which is moving through forest area, including some terrorist areas. Already there is an
Order of Hon'ble High Court that no train or buses should move more than 40 Kms and should not distrub the
Environmental and ecological balance of wild life say Tiger Projects, Elephant Projects, Rhino Projects. Moreover,
this is also a flood prone area. So new Railway line from New Moinaguri to Jogigappa, which will prevent the Trains
passing through the forest / terrorist / flood prone areas, where you are presently forced to run the trains during
daytime only. This new line will ultimately have to be double line, but | am sorry to say that you have not paid any
heed to this project in this Railway Budget. |, therefore, insist that atleast 100 crores of rupees should be allocated
for this particular project.

During our discussion with you, the point relating to conversion of New Mal to Changrabandha MG Line to BG Line
was also discussed and you assured that this job will be got done, but it is regretted that no work for this has been
started till date.

Conversion of another MG Line to BG Line from New Coochbehar to Geetaldaha should be taken up immediately
as presently it is a too busy line.

When New Jalpaiguri to New Alipurduar gauge conversion work is going on and we don't know when it will be
completed, it is really surprising that you have announced three new trains- (i) New Alipurduar- Siliguri (Daily); (ii)
New Alipurduar-New Jalpaiguri (Daily); and (iii) New Jalpaiguri-Siliguri (Daily) with a remark "after gauge
conversion". Moreover, | feel that by making such an announcement New Jalpaiguri-Siliguri Daily Train of short-
distance train of hardly 3 Kms, the public may very well understand that such an annoucement is a joke for them.
So please don't make such a joke with public.

Once and again | told you for extension of Delhi-Siliguri-Mahananda Link Express upto Haldibari in the public
interest. When at Haldibari PIT Head arrangements are there and sufficient yard space is there, then you have not
extended this train upto Haldibari. | hope that you will consider this issue at the time of reply and accede to this
request of public.

| told you also regarding a Foot Overbridge at Haldibari Railway Station, where due to non-availability of such



facility, the commuters are facing hardship and they are compelled to cross through the railway lines which is risky
for passengers. Only one level crossing is there which is not sufficient for more than one and half lakh people. | am
confident that you will take note of it and get this facility provided at Haldibari Railway Station.

The points regarding HALF FIRST AC COACH WITH TEESTA TORSHA EXPRESS and FULL FIRST AC COACH
WITH DARJEELING MAIL had already been discussed with you. Non-availability of FIRST AC Coach or less quota
of First AC berths results to inconvenience not only to Ministers or MPs, but to the Businessmen as well as Indian
and Foreign Tourists traveling in these trains.

While welcoming the proposal for Chitpore Terminus at Kolkata, | think it will take atleast three years for its
completion. So for the time-being to minimize the congestion in Kolkata city as well as Sealdah Railway Station, a
stoppage at Dum-Dum Railway Station for Darjeeling Mail and Teesta Torsha Express is very much essential in
public interest. | am confident that you will pass necessary orders for the purpose at the earliest.

At the end, Indian Railway being a public utility service and in the interest of Social and National Integration, | would
like to request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to pay his personal attention; financial assistance and other necessary
help for the most neglected railway zone, i.e., N.F.RAILWAY. Please don't forget the areas like Jalpaiguri, and
Coochbehar, which are the Gateways for Northeastern States. Hence, | hope that you will take care of the
passengers as well as goods movements by providing more new lines / routes / trains etc. in N.F.RAILWAY.

* Speech was laid on the Table

*SHRIMATI SANGEETA KUMARI SINGH DEO (BOLANGIR): Sir, | would like to congratulate you the Hon'ble
Minister of Railways on a very comprehensive budget. | would also like to thank you immensely for the following
projects to be undertaken in my constituency, Bolangir, They are:-

1. Khurda Road - Bolangir Railway line (289km) 15 crores
2. Doubling of the line between Titilagarh = Lanjigarh Road (47km) 16 crores
3. Signalling — Telecom works :

a. Jharsuguda - Titilagarh 1 crore
b. Bolangir — Rayagada 90 lacs
| would also like to put forth the following demands of the people of my constituency:

1. Extension of Puri-Sambalpur Passenger Train to Titilagarh in order to facilitate the people to visit the city of
Lord Jagannath.

2. Few Sleeper Coaches of Rayagada-Sambalpur Express Train may kindly be attached with the Tapaswini
Express Train at Sambalpur.

3. Nizamuddin-Bhubaneswar (via Sambalpur 8407 and 84080 Express Train Kindly be split up at Sambalpur and
a part there of kindly be run up to Rayagada. If not, some sleeper Coach kindly be attached with with
Samaleswari Express or Kantabanji-Bilaspur passenger Train upto Sambalpur which had initially been
provided and withdrawn later on.

4. Running of D.M.U. Train from Titilagarh to Sambalpur.

Running of an Express Train from Jharsuguda to Nagpur via Bolangir & Titilagarh.

5. Puri-Ahmadabad and Bhubaneswar = Kurla Express Train running via Sumbalpur once a week kindly be run 4
times a week.

6. Running of an Exprees Train from Rayagada to Sambalpur in the morning hour.

7. Provision for stoppage of all Expresses Trains kindly be made at Bolangir Road Station.

| would also like to request you to raise the budgetary allocation for the Khurda-Bolangir Rail line to 50
crores at least.

* Speech was laid on the Table.
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SHRI E. PONNUSWAMY (CHIDAMBARAM): Sir, | may be permitted to lay my speech.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Ponnuswamy is permitted to lay his speech.
* SHRI E. PONNUSWAMY (CHIDAMBARAM):

Sir, | am indeed very happy to congratulate our Hon'ble Railway Minister for his brilliant and people friendly budget
which has no comparisons with the previous Budget.

Sir, the Budget has been acclaimed by one and all cutting across the party lines though a few of the main
opposition party has called it an election budget.

Sir, | think that they would prepare such a purposeful Budget only when they think or go for elections but our NDA
Govt. and our Hon. Ministers always have people in mind and heart not the election whenever they perform such
milestones.

Sir, it is possible that not always all regions get all the projects needed. | can understand the constraints our Hon.
Minister faces while taking such giant steps to meet the needs of the people.

But | would like to bring to Hon. Minister's kind attention a few needs of Tamil Nadu and particularly, one or two
places, in Tamil Nadu.

Firstly, Sir, in my constituency Chidambaram, a railway crossing bridge is a crying need and all the formalities upto
tender stage for 10.50 crores have been completed two years back. But | don't know what has happened to this. |
request our Hon. Railway Minister to kindly grant funds immediately as it would help thousands of people and
students of Annamalai University to solve their ordeal of hours of waiting to go to their duty on time and back home.
Even patients taken to Hospitals for urgent treatment also are facing difficulties. Hence | request Hon. Minister to
grant this on humantarian grounds.

Secondly, Sir, a new line from Kanchipuram to Thidivanam via vandavasi my native place, a Talug Hq & major
S.G.Town Panchayat, has been sanctioned in

1999-2000 budget and ordered for survey be completed before 31.3.2001. | have also written to Ms. Mamtaji and
the present Minister several letters on this and | am yet to get a positive reply. As this is a business centre, and the
private bus fleet owners are having a roaring business at the cost of common man, | request our Hon. Minister to
kindly sanction this project of new line and earn the goodwill and blessings of these poor people who are really
backbone of our democracy.

Sir, thirdly, the total Budget amount by Receipts is 43,495 crores out of which the expenditure works out to 32,460
crores, though total working expenditure is 40,850 crores.Out of this T.N. should get atleast 1500 crores and S.Rly.
7200 crores approximately. But, Sir, the estimated amount for all the on going and new projects is 2273.62 crores
and the allocation for 2002-2003 & 2003-2004 is only 781.97 crores, thus leaving a gap of 1492 crores to be met
with. | request Hon. Minister to allocate this nearly 1500 crores for this year for Tamil Nadu projects.

With these words, Sir, | applaud and appreciate the performance of the Hon. Minister and his team including Sri
A K.Moorthy, our party representative in the Govt. who always does his best on the passengers facilities in Tamil
Nadu and other parts of the country.

* Speech was laid on the Table
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MR. SPEAKER: Some hon. Members want to lay their speeches on the Table of the House. They are allowed to do
so0. This is for the information of the House.



DR. MANDA JAGANNATH (NAGAR KURNOOL): Mr. Speaker, Sir, thank you very much for giving me this
opportunity to participate in the discussion on the Railway Budget. | feel, in the recent past, this is a Budget which
has kept in mind the needs of the common man. That is why | call it as a common man-friendly and common man-
oriented Budget.

| think the hon. Minister of Railways must have had a very tough task in framing this Budget. | congratulate him
whole-heartedly and also the hon. Prime Minister for allowing the hon. Minister to frame such a Budget. The
country is proud that ours is the largest railway network in Asia having 63,140 kms. of railway line; 14,444 trains.
Among them, 8,072 trains are passenger trains which carry lakhs of passengers from one end to another end. It is a
matter of proud.

When we look at the other side of the coin, we should feel sorry also. In spite of having so many personnel at the
disposal for manning the Railways, in spite of the efforts trying to acquire the latest technology, both indigenously
and through imports, we are unable to avoid accidents from taking place. It is a sad thing that in the recent past the
number of accidents because of derailments, because of unmanned level crossings, because of trains plunging into
the rivers due to old bridges and old tracks have increased. We are claiming that we have framed a good Budget, a
common man-oriented Budget. But as hon. Member, Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh said, if we cannot save the
lives of the people who travel in those trains thinking that they will reach their destinations safely, there is no
meaning in saying that this is a common man-oriented or a good Budget.

In the recent past, they constituted a Committee under Shri H.R. Khanna. It had submitted a Report in two phases.
Though some of the recommendations were considered and implemented, it seems the second phase of
recommendations were not considered and implemented. | would humbly request the hon. Minister to go into the
second phase of recommendations and if they serve the interest of the common man in terms of safety, those
should be implemented forthwith.

Apart from that, we know that the tracks which were laid some hundreds of years back have just become very old.
So is the case with the bridges. This needs a constant vigil by way of patrolling and by way of engineers going to
the bridges and checking them frequently.

| would also request the hon. Railway Minister to pay attention to this important matter. In the recent past, a number
of accidents have taken place at the railway crossings. So, immediately all the unmanned railway gates have to be
made manned railway gates. When | contacted our Zonal Manager, he said that there was resource crunch. This
work is done on a cost sharing basis. He further said that the flow of vehicles, the density of traffic was not up to the
required levels according to the guidelines. My point is that when the question of safety of the human beings
comes, the Railways should not feel it as a prestige issue. Whether it is a manned or unmanned gate, whatever
action is taken in regard to that, it should be convenient to the people of that particular area and it should not be
inconvenient to the people of that particular area. So, my request to the hon. Minister is that he should see that all
the unmanned gates are made manned gates.

Coming to the railway projects sanctioned to Andhra Pradesh as also to the South Central Railway Zone, | would
like to say that there is a very marginal increase, which is as thin as a blade, when compared to the previous year's
Budget. As far as the new lines are concerned, the allocation is only to the extent of Rs.77.33 crore. As far as
gauge conversion is concerned, it is to the extent of Rs.78.69 crore. As far as doubling is concerned, it is to the
extent of Rs.54 crore. | feel — as one of our hon. Members has felt - that if the allocations are made like this and the
total cost is compared to the previous year when making fresh allocations, to complete these projects, it might take
forty or fifty years. As it has been felt, we may not be there by the time the railway projects are completed. So, |
would request the hon. Minister to double all these allocations in the case of South Central Railway.

For instance, take the new line called Gadwal-Raichur. Its total cost is about Rs.100 crore. This time, the allocation
for this line is Rs. 5 crore. Previously, it was only one crore rupee. Then, for Munirabad-Mehboobnagar new line,
the estimated cost is Rs.420 crores whereas the allocation is only Rs.10 crore. But here, instead of starting the
work from any one of the end, either from Munirabad or Mehboobnagar, the work has been started in-between
Yermarus and Krishna which is the centre of this line, which does not serve any purpose to Raichur Zone. So,
steps have to be taken to start work at any one of the places, either at Munirabad or at Mehboobnagar. Likewise,
for the Peddapally-Karimnagar-Nizamabad line, Rs.15 crore has been allotted which is a marginal increase. For the
Macherle-Nalgonda line, rupees one crore has been allocated. The projected cost of the project is Rs.1.25 crore.
The allocation in the previous year was only rupees one lakh. Now, it is rupees one crore. Likewise, when | go into
the Hyderabad Multimodel Suburban Computer Transport System, it has not been completed. More over, for the
Kotapalli-Narsapur line Rs.8 crore had been allotted last year and it is Rs. 5 crore this year; for the Kakinada-
Kotapalli line, a sum of Rs.21 crore has been allotted. Likewise, | feel that the allocations made by the Railways to
the South Central Railway Zone is very inadequate. Therefore, | would request the hon. Minister to double these
allocations.



Apart from these things, | have to make some more requests to the hon. Railway Minister for new lines. There is
one line called the Macherle-Raichur line. Out of this, the Macherle-Nalgonda part and the Gadwal-Raichur line has
been sanctioned. But though the main line, the Macherle-Gadwal line had been promised by the former Railway
Minister, though our State Government and our Chief Minister had written letters to the Railway Minister a number
of times, the project had not even been taken up for a survey. Recently, a survey was conducted on this line. This
line basically goes through four districts of the South Central Zone - like Guntur, Nalgonda, Mehboobnagar and
Raichur. ...(Interruptions)

Nalgonda and Mehboobnagar districts are perennially drought-prone districts, very backward districts. If the line
goes through these four districts, it would generate employment for the youth. The cropping system will change and
they will go in for commercial crops. As far as these districts are concerned, the major problem is that of migration of
labour to the other States of the country and even to the other countries. So, this trend should be stopped.

Sir, | am happy that the hon. Minister has announced introduction of a number of new trains in the South Central
Railway Zone. He has increased the frequency of some trains and extended some trains. But our long-standing
demand for an Inter-City Express between Kacheguda and Kurnool remains unfulfilled. So, | request the hon.
Minister to introduce this train immediately.

There are a lot of passengers travelling regularly between Kurnool and Hyderabad, including a number of students.
The introduction of another Inter-city train between Kacheguda and Secundrabad is very essential to cater to the
needs of the people of the area. So, | request the hon. Minister to introduce an Inter-City train between Kacheguda
and Secundrabad forthwith.

Similarly, | request the Railway Minister to order a survey for a coastal railway line from Narsapuram to Repalle via
Machlipatnam. | would also request that the Bangalore Passenger, which terminates at Vijayawada now, should be
extended upto Machlipatnam. | would request the hon. Minister to improve the facilities at Chilkapuri Railway
Station.

MR. SPEAKER: Please conclude now. | am going to call the next speaker.
DR. MANDA JAGANNATH (NAGAR KURNOOL): Sir, | am concluding.

Finally, | request that a new railway line should be constructed between Secundrabad and Karimnagar via
Siddhipet and also RUB at Jadcherla.

*SHRI VIJAYENDRA PAL SINGH BADNORE (BHILWARA) : | support the Railway Budget presented to the
Parliament for the year 2003-04.

I need to, first and foremost, congratulate the Hon'ble Railway Minister for giving a new direction to the Railway
Budget of this year. For the first time, the focus is on the safety factor of the travellers. Travelling in the fast trains
overnight and in the long haul Rajdhanis - it is of utmost importance that we should feel secure and have faith in
the Railways and that we will reach our destination in one piece, safe and sound.

Safety factor is of importance also because of the terrorist threat and the IS| becoming more and more active in the
invasion of our nation. The Railway Minister has very rightly, in this Budget, tried to address this, by putting in many
safety factor, including strengthening the bogies too so that even if there is an accident the damage is contained
and fatality reduced.

The Railway Minister has also tried in this Budget to complete the unfinished new lines and projects, before taking
up new lines and conversions and projects. It is important that the projects taken up are completed in time instead
of taking up more and more projects which do not find the funds for completion in time. Time is the essence of such
projects. Projects is completed in time start delivering and giving the services otherwise they are useless.

Hence let me mention the importance of the Ajmer-Chittorgarh via Bhilwara broad-gauge conversion line. This line
must be completed as soon as possible as it is going to give an alternative route form Rajasthan to Mumbai-Indore
and South. It will connect Rajasthan to Madhya Pradesh-Mumbai and give impetus to the industry and tourismin
Rajasthan. Marble and cement industry in Rajasthan will also profit from this Broad gauge conversion as it will have
better access to the Central/Western and Southern India.

|, therefore, request the Hon'ble Minister to hasten and give more funds to this project of broad gauge conversion
from Ajmer to Chittorgarh and Neemch to Ratlam which is a missing link in this route to Mumbai.

In the end, | will only say, that this Railway Budget is a very balanced Budget and when many States are suffering



from famine and drought conditions, you have thought about their plight and very rightly not increased the fare.

May | also commend you for plying water trains in the drought prone Rajasthan and also giving relief to senior
citizens and the handicapped people and you thought for the armed forces.

* Speech was laid on the Table.
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MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members | have got a list of total number of 118 Members who want to speak on this subject.
Therefore, | would be able to give only 5 minutes each to every Member. | want to conclude the debate by 11
o'clock. 1 would request all of you to cooperate so that with the reply of the hon. Minister the debate can be
concluded by 11 o'clock.
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*SHRI PRABODH PANDA (MIDNAPORE) : Sir, in connection to the Railway Budget 2003-04 the following points
should be considered by the Ministry.

1. Recruitment of gangmen should be made. That should be expeditious in all divisions — particularly in the
division of Kharagpur under SER.

2. Unorganised workers working on railway line in construction and other works under the Railway contractors
should be provided free passes for travelling to join the respective working places at the railway lines.

3. Uniformity of pay-scales between technical and non-technical employees in the Railway should be maintained.
This point has to be examined and around eleven lakh technical employees should be benefited with
rationalise their pay-scales.

4. Rent and licence fees imposed upon the railway plot and shop holders have been enhanced abruptly. Minister
was kind enough to set up a committee to review the matter. These may be enhanced moderately. Areas
should be categorised according to the commercial viabilities. These may be enhanced moderately.

5. Cossy is a place at the bank of the River Kansabati in between Gokulpur and Midnapur Railway Station under
KGP division of SER. Passengers, mostly EMU trains used to stop there for technical reason. But that
facilitates, the local people to avail the trains. One small platform had been constructed there. But it is on one
side. That place may be graded into designated Railway halt station.

6. Doubling from KGP to Midnapur via Giri Maidan under KGP Division of SER is urgently needed. | request to
take it into consideration.

7. 2" Bridge over the River Kansahasi in between Gokulur and Midnapur Railway Station under KGP Division of
SER is required.

8. Stoppage of any of the Delhi bound train at Contai Road Railway Station is required.

9. What about the wagons? How much order are going to be placed for new wagons to the PSUs and other units
for the coming year.

10. Tender and oxen system should be reviewed so that a person having criminal records could not get involved.

*Speech was laid on the Table.
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*Speech was laid on the Table.

DR. N. VENKATASWAMY (TIRUPATI): Mr. Speaker Sir, thank you very much for giving me an opportunity to speak
on this Railway Budget.

Sir, | rise to commend the Railway Budget presented to Parliament for the year 2003-04. This is a popular Budget
applauded by all sections of the people, serving every sector starting from passengers to senior citizens and
traders. | am also thankful to the hon. Minister for having shown some consideration to Andhra Pradesh in giving
gauge conversions and new lines.

But | am sorry to inform you that Rayelseema has not been given sufficient consideration for the development of
that area. Sir, you know, Rayelseema is a very backward area where valuable minerals are available and all
ingredients for the development of industries are essential. You also know that for any development, energy and
transportation are essential. For that we have proposed Tirupati to Katdpadi gauge conversion. It was started in
1992 and still it is pending.

Sir, | represent Tirupati. Many of you must have visited Tirupati to offer your prayers to Lord VVenkateswara. This is
the town which needs everybody's support. Tirupati-Katpadi gauge conversion work was started 10 years back.
Now, it has not yet been completed. The hon. Minister has promised that they would be completing it by the end of
this month. Now, there is one difficulty. It is pending with the Railway Board. It seems that some infringement of
gradient is essential for running the train. The track was ready by the month of September. The train is not on the
rails because of the Board not giving condonation for infringement of gradient. | request the Railway Board to
immediately give condonation for infringement of gradient. If this is done, the train will move immediately. That is
one thing.

Then, gauge conversion of Pakala to Dharmavaram is also very important. This is pending for a long time. The
allotment that is given now is very meagre. | request the hon. Railway Minister and the Railway Ministry to see that
adequate fund is given for gauge conversion of Pakala to Dharmavaram.



Then, doubling of Gudur-Renigunta and doubling of Guntakkal-Renigunta are pending for a long time. | request the
hon. Minister to see that two doubling things are done immediately.

For the last three years, | have been requesting the Minister to give a new line from Anantpur to Yerraguntla, which
goes across Royalseema districts. It will be helpful to the poor people of Rayalaseema. | request the hon. Minister
to give this new line immediately.

Another thing is that for the line, Nadukudi to Venkatagiri, survey was done long back. It seems that it is kept
pending. This is very important because it goes across the very backward areas of Nalgonda, Nellore and Chittur. |
request that this new line, Nadukudi to Venkatagiri, may be taken up immediately.

Garudadri Express, from Chennai to Tirupati, was a passenger train first. it was made as an Express train. Now, it is
not accessible to the poor people. | request the hon. Minister — he has already promised - to see that Garudadri
Express be made again as a passenger train.
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SHRI'V. VETRISELVAN (KRISHNAGIRI): Thank you, Sir, for giving me an opportunity to speak on this subject.

This Railway Budget has been described as a passenger-friendly budget and so | thank the hon. Minister on behalf
of my party, the DMK, on behalf of my leader, Kalaignar Karunanidhi, and also on my behalf. He has done an
excellent work in presenting this Budget.

The hon. Minister has announced many concessions in this Budget for old citizens and for patients. He has
declared this year as the 'customer satisfaction year'. This Budget is a social budget because there is no increase
in passenger fares and freight charges.

As far as new trains introduced by the hon. Minister are concerned, there are about 50 new express trains. Out of
them, only five trains are for Tamil Nadu. They run between Chennai Egmore and Tiruchirappalli; Salem and
Bangalore; Chennai and Dehra Dun; Vasco and Chennai; and Chennai and Bangalore. Tamil Nadu is very famous.
It has one of the four metropolitan cities but in regard to introducing new trains for Tamil Nadu only five trains have
been introduced. Even now, we have enough time and so my request to the hon. Minister is to reconsider our
request to introduce more trains to Tamil Nadu especially for southern districts of Tamil Nadu from Banglore to
Madurai via Dharmapuri.

Our hon. Minister, in his speech, has also announced an increase in the frequency of some popular trains. In his
speech, he has mentioned about thirteen trains in this regard but there is no train from Tamil Nadu for which the
frequency has been increased. This is very unfortunate because in respect of any announcement, the benefit given
to Tamil Nadu is very minimal. Therefore, | again request the hon. Minister to kindly reconsider and introduce new
trains for Tamil Nadu. This is my humble submission.

As far as the allocation of fund to the State of Tamil Nadu is concerned, it is very minimal. What we thought that
since we have an hon. Minister of State of Railways from Tamil Nadu, he would fight with his senior Minister and
also he would get more money to the Tamil Nadu. ...(Interruptions) However, he is not getting the amount.
...(Interruptions) It is very unfortunate for all of us who belong to Tamil Nadu. ...(/nferruptions) Of course, | am not
blaming anything to him. | blame him only as to why he did not fight with his senior Minister to get more money for
Tamil Nadu. That is all. ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: It is not “fight' it is "try".

SHRI V. VETRISELVAN : As far as allocation of fund is concerned, the hon. Minister has announced ten new gauge
conversion schemes for Tamil Nadu. The first one is famous Madurai-Rameswaram. The conversion of that line is
estimated at Rs. 243 crore. But the allocation made in this year's Budget is only Rs. 10 crore. It is a very meagre
amount. For Vizhupuram-Katpadi line, they have made an allocation of only Rs. 1 crore, whereas the estimated
amount is Rs. 175 crore. For Trichy-Manamadurai line, they have allocated Rs. 5 crore, whereas the estimated
amount is Rs. 187 crore. For Chennai Beach-Trichy line, they have allocated Rs. 1 crore, whereas the estimated



amount is Rs. 730 crore. ...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Shri Vetriselvan, please come to the point.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI V. VETRISELVAN : Sir, | have just started. We are “junior Members'. So, please give some more time to the
“junior Members'. ...(Interruptions) Towards Thanjavur-Vizhupuram project, Rs. 15 crore have been allocated as
against the estimated amount of Rs. 231 crore. Cuddalore to Salem via Vriddhachalam has been allocated only Rs.
10 crore as against Rs. 99.34 crore. These are all very meagre amount. So, | request the hon. Minister of State to
have a dialogue with his senior Minister and he should demand more money. ...(Interruptions) This is a very serious
and important issue.

Sir, recently the South-Western Railway has been inaugurated by our hon. Prime Minister. The South-Western
Railway consists of three Divisions. One is Bangalore, another is Mysore and third one is Hubli. The sections from
Bangalore to Omalur and Patchur to Jolarpettai are at present with Bangalore Division of Southern Railway and
with the formation of South Western Railway; these sections will go to South Western Railway. ...(Interruptions)
This is a very important issue. Some of the portions went to Hubli from Tamil Nadu, especially from my
constituency. Therefore, there is already some animosity against the Tamil people as far as Karnataka State is
concerned. There are many reasons and, | think, you also know them. Therefore, | would request that the Omalur-
Hosur and Jolarpettai-Patchur section should be retained with the Southern Railway. As a temporary measure it
can be merged with the Palakkad Division and in due course it should be formed a part of Salem Division for which
all the MPs of Tamil Nadu have demanded in one voice.

18.00 hrs.

Sir, one more a very important issue. We are demanding for the past five decades for a new line between Jolarpet
to Hosur via Krishnagiri. It is pending for a long time. Before Independence, there was a railway line upto
krishnagiri, but it had been abandoned. | would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister of Railways, Shri
Nitish Kumar, through you towards this aspect and request him to sympathetically consider my request. The people
of my area are dreaming for this. They are waiting for this year to see the announcement about this new line.
Unfortunately, | did not find to include this scheme in this Budget. | would like to request the hon. Minister of
Railways to include this new line in current year Budget. Previously the Railways had ordered for a survey which
was conducted towards the end of December, 2000 and a false study report was presented before the Railway
Board stating that creation of a railway line in this area is found to be of no physical profit. On the basis of the said
report, the Railways have not taken any action towards the creation of the railway line between Jolarpet and Hosur.

Probably, the hon. Speaker knows about Hosur. Sir, Hosur is an industrial town. There are more than 1,000 small-
scale industries and more than 10 big industries. Big industries like Ashok Leyland and Tata and other companies
are there where lakhs of workers are working.

MR. SPEAKER: Please conclude now.

| have to make two announcements. The first announcement is that arrangement of a stenographer is made at the
office of the hon. Minister of Parliamentary Affairs. So, those hon. Members who want to dictate their speeches can
go to the office of the hon. Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, dictate the speeches and can lay their speeches on the
Table of the House.

Secondly, the time of the House is being extended, with the consent of the House, till the debate is over and the
hon. Minister's reply is over. Till that time the House will continue.

SHRIV. VETRISELVAN : Sir, finally, | request once again. By creation of this new line, the people of Krishnagiri can
reach towards the Northern and Southern parts of the country. Therefore, | request the hon. Minister.

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE AND MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
(SHRIMAT I SUSHMA SWARAJ): Sir, | submit that the reply can be tomorrow, immediately after the Question Hour.
The debate will be over today.

MR. SPEAKER: As suggested by the hon. Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, the hon. Minister of Railways will reply
tomorrow, immediately after the Question Hour. | hope the House agrees. The debate will be over today.

SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ: Thank you, Sir. S A=+ &3 =1 |17 fo@ar 9, 996 fog RAmamsd &t gar A =,
14 § Bt T 8| AT TS AT 90T T ISl W W Thd &, 3ad 997 A ofrer |

MR. SPEAKER: Two hon. Members — Shri Shyam Bihari Mishra and Shri Radha Mohan Singh — have laid their



speeches on the Table of the House. | admit them.
HAdl YA @RS JEEY, Ji9E B Fave $ g @ e S gl
HEET HEIGd : WIS o Ha-H & 7Y e~ &Y @I §, oifd 7 TS~ 8l X & §l

SHRIV. VETRISELVAN : Therefore, | request the Government to reconsider the demand of the people of
Krishnagiri. ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Shri E. Ahamed, you can go ahead with your speech. You can start your speech now.
SHRIV. VETRISELVAN : Sir, just one minute please.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Vetriselvan, | have given you more than enough opportunity. Please sit down. Shri Ahamed,
you can start your speech.

...(Interruptions)

SHRIV. VETRISELVAN : Sir, |, therefore, request the hon. Minister to reconsider the demand of the people of
Krishnagiri area and to direct the Department of Railways to conduct a feasibility of new survey for creation of this
new railway line between Jolarpet and Hosur.
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SHRI E. AHAMED (MANJERI): Mr. Speaker, Sir, | am very much grateful to you for having called me to speak on
the Railway Budget. The hon. Minister of Railways is a good friend of mine. | am not able to criticise him because
many a time, especially when there was a big tragedy in my place, he had rushed there and he had done
everything. But | am constrained to bring some facts to the attention of the House as well as the hon. Minister. | am
also constrained to point out some of the lapses on the part of the Railways.

Today the Railways are under tremendous pressure so far as its rolling stock is concerned. You look at the 1950-
51 figures of the freight and passenger movement vis-a-vis the rolling stock position and compare it with the figures
of 2001-2002.

We find that on the one hand both the freight and the traffic movement has increased seven fold, but on the other
hand, there is hardly any appreciable increase in the rolling stock. The result is that the rolling stock, including the
tracks, is under tremendous pressure.

1805 hrs. (Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh in the Chair)

One of the objectives of the Tenth Plan, so far as Railways is concerned, is to augment capacity. This is the
second Budget so far as the Tenth Plan is concerned, but | am sorry to observe that the Railways have done
nothing to augment capacity. This is revealed by the provisions made under the various Plan heads. In majority of
the Plan heads, you will see that there is a decline in the provisions made for new lines, gauge conversion and
track renewal. Wherever there is a small increase in the allocation made, that also is very nominal taking into
account four to five per cent rate of inflation. The Minister himself has mentioned this. Therefore, these are the
matters the hon. Railway Minister has to look into.

| would like to say one thing more about this Budget. Eighty per cent of the passengers travel by Second Class and
Sleeper Class. What has the Minister offered to them? What are they getting? They are getting crowded coaches,
unauthorised passengers, dirty toilets, etc. Those who travel by Shatabadi Express and Rajdhani Express are
taken care of. Is it to be done by a socialist Minister like my friend Shri Nitish Kumar? The majority of passengers
are being ignored.

| would like to mention another point about accidents. Most of the accidents are occurring due to derailments and
the major cause is human failure. This requires strengthening of tracks and better training of staff. Unfortunately, it
is not being done. Accountability should be fixed at every level. | would also like to mention to the Minister - and |
hope that Minister's attention will be on this point of accidents — that there are safety parameters already prepared
by the Railways. If they can develop it as a module, whenever there occurs an accident, that module will see how



the accident took place and what are the causes. Then, the Inquiry Commission cannot tamper with facts or make
its own observations. In spite of this fact, what has happened? This is a matter to be looked into.

Coming to my State, Mr. Chairman, Sir, | would like to say that Kerala has been generally neglected and Malabar
has been ignored fully. When Railways started 150 years ago in Southern India, it was Malabar which took care of
the Railways. They do not have even one double line from Shornur to Mangalore. The original provision required
for it was Rs. 150 crore whereas this Budget provides only Rs. 52 crore. We have been pressurising the
Government for so many years, but it has not been done.

Again, in our area, all the trains are over-crowded. | would say that very many passengers are from that area, but
they do not have the necessary compartments, and unreserved compartments are not there in the trains plying
between Chennai and Mangalore or Trivandrum and Mangalore or Calicut and Mangalore. Due to this, the
passengers have to stand for hours to reach their destinations.

The Railways have sanctioned seven new zones. Why have they not formed a zone in Kerala? After you take away
the North-Eastern States, Kerala is the only State which has been ignored, which is without any zone. Whatever is
the amount allotted to the various zones - the Southern Zone is doing everything to Madurai, Trichy and
Coimbatore - | have no objection. What about Kerala? What have they given to Trivandrum Division? What have
they given to Palakkad Division? They have given nothing. We do not have bridges. We do not have double lines.
There is no gauge conversion. No electrification of lines has been provided there. There are no good trains given to
that area and no new lines have been proposed for that area.

Nothing has been done, and the Malabar region has been completely ignored and neglected. | am sorry to say that
the Government cannot boast of presenting a good Budget when this area has been neglected and ignored. | hope,
the Minister will take care of these things.

With these few words, | conclude my speech.

|HTAf Aeied Tt WA AmEfl, |eT W, vad f4E aeeR 3R Agway e oY o/ Wil ued W k@ @ sigAfa & St g
SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA (MAVELIKARA): This is not a healthy practice, Sir.
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*SHRI PARSHURAM MAJHI(INAWARANGPUR): Sir, at the outset, | thank you very much for giving me the
opportunity to take part in the discussion on the Railway Budget 2003-04. Sir, this year Railway Budget has taken
care of every section of the people and that is why it has received very good response from everybody. | thank our
Honourable Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji for giving a freehand to our Honourable Railway Minister Shri
Nitish Kumarji for presenting such commendable Budget. | support the Railway Budget wholeheartedly and would
like to express my views on the Budget.

When the proposal for construction of Railway lines were mooted in India it was kept in view to connect the
Industrial areas and the major cities by Rail. The Railway lines were subsequently extended to several other States.
But there are several other areas which are not connected by Rail. Even the Road communication has not been
provided to those areas. The people living in those inaccessible areas have not tested the fruit of civilization. They
do not have even a fareweather road to their villages. Therefore the plan formulated by the Govt. are not
implemented successfully due to lack of infrastructural facilities. Due to lack of development the people in those
areas are passing their days with dire poverty and the problems like unemployment among youth is leading them
towards violence. More and more of these unemployed youths are joining in naxalite activities. These kind of
activities are acting as the stumbling block on the path of progress of those areas.

Sir, the Gowt. is spending crores of rupees for the development of those areas. Those areas are abounds with
valuable forest and mineral resources. But it is regrettable that these resources are not been fully exploited in the
absence of National Highway and Railways. | appreciate the well intention of the Govt. to plan for the development
of those areas. A number of centrally sponsored schemes have been launched for this purpose. Even the big
industrial houses are

very keen to set up industries in those areas. But it has not become possible due to lack of infrastructural facilities
like road and railways.

Sir, | represent a Scheduled area i.e., Nawarangpur Parliamentary Constituency in Orissa. It is a part of KBK
districts in that State. A railway line was laid from Vishakhapatnam to Kirandol in Chhatissgarh with a view to
transport Iron ore from Bailadhila mines for exporting to Japan. An agreement was made between the Govt. of India



and Japan for the purpose. So, a rail line was laid which touches some areas of my Parliamentary Constituency.
Sir, as | stated a line is already existing between Vizag and Kirundal for transporting iron ore. The Railway is getting
Rs. 2 crores daily from that route towards freight charges. But it is regrettable that no passenger train is introduced
in this route.

Malkangiri district also comes under my Constituency. It is revealed from a survey that 240 million tones of high
grade lime stone is reserved at Kotameta Nandiveda in that district. If a survey is conducted in the adjoining areas
additional deposit of lime stone will be found. These lime stone deposit areas are located on one side of river
Shabari. The Bastar areas of Chhatisgarh is on the other side of the river. These are the largest lime stone mines
and a number of lime stone based cement industries could be set up in that area. The installed capacity of a
cement plant of such nature may comes to around three million tonne. A number of private sector companies are
keen to set up cement plant in that area. But the problem is communication. The distance between Jeypore and
Kotameta is 145 km. So there is a need to connect Kotameta by rail with Jeypore. The VALTAS has conducted a
survey for laying a 145 km railway line between Kotameta and Jeypore. The estimate cost of that proposed line is
650 crores. The establishment of a such cement plant is not possible unless a railway line is constructed. All the
implements and machineries required for the establishment of plant are to be carried by rail to Kotameta via
Jeypore, Baipariguda, Govindapallai, Mathili, Malkangiri, Sikapalli and Dharampalli.

Sir, Nawarangpur is an old commercial town and the traders there have commercial relation with Vizianagram and
Vishakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. They find it very difficult to transport and import goods from Nawarangpur to
these commercial cities as the rail transport facilities are not available. They are not able to go to those cities by rail
as such facilities are not available. Sir, there were provisions in the Railway Budget of 2000-01, 2001-02 to
undertake survey for laying rail lines between Jeypore and Malkangiri and also from Jeypore and Nawarangpur.
The people of my Constituency were very hopeful for having the provision of survey for railway lines to their areas
after 50 years of Independence. But it is regrettable that there is no financial provisions in the current years Railway
Budget to undertake survey for such lines in my Constituency. In view of this, | demand that the Honourable
Railway Minister realizes the need of the people of that area and also to make adequate financial provision to start
the construction of the railway lines from Jeypore to Malkangiri and Jeypore to Nawarangpur.

Sir, Hirakhand Express runs between Bhubaneswar and Koraput and Howrah-Sambalpur Samaleswari Express has
also been extended to Koraput. There is a need to extend these two trains to Jagdalpur in Chhatisgarh which is
only 125 km away from Koraput. These trains will pass through my Constituency if they are extended to Jagdalpur.
The people of my Constituency will be greatly benefited from these two trains. The Railways will also get additional
revenues. So, | request the Railway Minister to look into my suggestion.

Lastly, Sir, the people of Nawarngpur depend upon Koraput, Rayagada, Kesinga, Raipur, Vizianagram and
Vishakhapatnam railway station for their onward rail journey. A large number of people go to these places every day
to board trains to go to their destinations. They find it very difficult to get reservation to perform their journey.
Sometimes they stay there overnight to arrange reservation. If a Booking Counter is opened at Nawarangpur they
will be benefited to a greater extent. Therefore | request the Honourable Railway Minister to set up a Booking
Counter at Nawarngpur.

With these words, | thank you once again for allowing me to participate in the discussion and conclude my speech.
*English Translation of the speech originally delivered in Oriya and laid on the Table.

* SHRI LAKSHMAN SETH (TAMLUK) :

Sir,

Today | table through you the following proposals to Hon'ble Rail Minister for his favourable consideration.

1. Estimated fund should be allotted for completion of Tamluk-Digha Railway project by the month of December
2003.

2. Itis found from your budget speech that Port connectivity projects has been identified. But is is not known
whether connectivity project for Haldia Port has been included

For this purpose | suggest the following:

1. New line from Uluberia to Budge Budge through bridge over Hoogly River.
2. New line from Uluberia to Haldia through bridge over Rup Narayan River.
3. Double line-Panskura Haldia.



Administrative sanction for only 18t phase has been given by the Government with Rs. 20 Crores for this year.
So installation of double line up to Haldia will take huge time. Haldia is giving adequate revenue to South
Eastern Railway.

Therefore, it is requested to allocate fund adequately for completion of double line by this year.

Full-fledged Terminal at Padmapukur and Salimar should be set up with allocation of adequate fund.

Additional line from Panskura to Howrah should be installed.

Rail over bridge at Ranichak (Haldia) and at Bhogpur should be constructed.

Halt Station at Ranichak (Haldia).

All Express trains passing through Mechada Stations located at adjoining of Tamluk District Headquarter of

Purba Medinipur should stop at Mechada Station.

9. As per declaration in last two budgets Models Station at Mechada, Kolaghat, Tamluk and Haldia should be

developed.

10. Identity Cards to Rail Hawkers should be issued.

11. Minimum wages of Rail workers should be extended to Rail Contractors' Labour. 10% vacancies in Rail should
be reserved for Rail Contractors'workers in the matter of regular service under rail.

12. Journey time of Azad Express running from Howrah to Haldia should be reduced from 3 hours to 2 hours.

Local train is taking 3 hours for journey with fare less than that of Azad Express. As a result patronization in

Azad Express is not up to mark.

N OR

It is requested to look into these matters.

*Speech was laid on the Table
* SHRI PABAN SINGH GHATOWAR (DIBRUGARH):

Sir, this is a populist Budget. There has been no hike in passenger fares and freight charges. | hope this will not
affect internal resource mobilisation for funding the development projects of the Railways while participating in the
debate many Hon. Members of this house expressed their concern about the safety of the travelling passengers.
Passenger safety must get more attention of the Hon. Railway Minister. | do not like to repeat the points already
mentioned by the Hon. Members. | only like to confine myself to the problems, hope and expectations of the people
of North-Eastern Region.

Sir, this budget also lack proper focus and direction for the much needed development of Railway infrastructure in
the remote N.E.Region. The Railway Ministry must recognise this backward region as their priority area of
development, with more fund allocation for the new and ongoing projects.

Sir, | like to thank Hon. Railway Minister Shri Nitish Kumarji for introducing few new trains to be introduced in the
year 2003-04 for the people of N.E.Region.

Tinsukia-Mariani (Daily).

Puri-Guwahati via Asansole (weekly).
Dibrugarh-Amritsar via Varanasi & Lucknow.
Gowahati- Secunderabad via Vijoyawada (weekly).
Okha-Guwahati via Varanasi & Patna (weekly).

o=

and increasing the fregencies of Guwahati-Jodhpur and Bikaner Express from 1 to 2 days.

Now | like to draw the kind attention of the Hon. Railway Minister to some of the long-standing demands of the
people of our region.

1. Doubling of the Railway line from Jalpaiguri to Guwahati. This will ease the traffic flow and create additional
capacity on this saturated section.

2. In this Budget, it is proposed to electrify a total 1 of 375 route Kms. During the current year and by the end of
March 2003, 16376 route kms (25.98%) railway lines of Indian Railways will be electrified. But | am sorry to
draw the attention of Hon. Railway Minister, that till today your ministry has not taken any step to start the work
of Railway line electrification in the whole of N.E.Region. | demand immediate step must be taken to start the
work of electrification from Guwahati to Dibirugarh.

3. This year budget also failed to include Gauge conversion of Rangia to Murkongehalek as this is the only
railway line on the North bank of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. This Gauge conversion demand your
immediate consideration.



4. Along standing demand of the people of Upper Assam is to be fulfill by extending the Avadh Assam Train upto
Dibrugarh.

5. The Inter City Train between Guwahati to Tinsukia must be extended upto Dibrugarh for the benefit of the
travelling passenger of Dibrugarh town & district.

6. | am thankful to the Hon. Railway Minister for his kind consideration to our long standing demand for
connecting Moranhat to Dibrugarh by B.G. line. | request him to complete this work as early as possible.

7. The Railway Station of Dibrugarh to Lekhapuni Lines are very old and without proper passengers amenities. |
am requesting for your early consideration for the renovation and re-construction of all these very old stations.

Hon. Railway Minister in his budget Speech has mentioned about the Mega Bridge project of Bogibeel.
This is one of the major project for the people of upper Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. We all want this
project to be completed within the schedule time. The estimated cost of the bridge is more than 1100
crores and the approximate expenditure to the end of 2002-03 is about only 74.14 cores. Provision for
2003-04 is only 60 crores. This work need to be expedite and more fund should be allocate for this mega
bridge on priority basis and see that the project is completed well in time.

The Hon. Railway Minister has dedicated this year as passenger Amenities year. | like to draw you kind
attention some of the difficulties faced by the travelling passenger of our region.

(i) The safety of the passengers is one of the most important responsibility of the Railway, it more so in
N.E. Region. You have to take more adequate steps in this region in consultation with respective state
govts. in this regards.

(if) Passengers Amenities should be increase in the Railway stations of this region as there are becking
very much. | request you to take necessary steps for early rectification of all these deficiences.

(iii) The compartments of the passenger trains (Mail & Express) are very old and this causes lot of
inconvenience for the travelling passengers. All these should be gradually replaced by new compartment
on priority basis.

| also welcome the decision of Hon. Railway Minister to recruitment of Group 'D' Staff by Railway Recruitment Board
on Division wise and also to sent question paper in local language. This will definitely encourage the educated
unemployed youth of the region. | request the Hon.Railway Minister to give priority to the youth of this region in
future recruitment as the representation of this region in Railway is very poor.

Considering the remoteness and communication difficulties of the N.E. Region Hon. Finance Minister must give
budgetary support to the major projects of this region as support given to the projects of the Jammu & Kashmir
State.

At the end | request the Hon. Railway Minister to take all possible steps so that the people of my region also feel
and appreciate that the Indian Railway in its true sense is the garland of National integration of our great country.

* Speech was laid on the Table

* st wReaR f&e (wvet):78ey, Yo guic af 2003-2004 =g A Y w3t st et R St 3 fRmie 26 wRA®, 2003 TW AT WEA H 1
T foran 2, 9us Wl # diem @ forg @t gon §) wdwelw F Yo w5l Weley $f $6 id Agfer Ud WAEERYT ST a9ie FNga B 8g
39D AT | qeTS 1 <A

Al AEIET A Il WET HeH IOl €, o wHaraa # § Sac IJoord S AT | gt 7l HEET 7 A WIMor § AR ToR WA 3R
el & ad TaRi & HROT AR FATAT AT H 850 BRI G HHI At AHE Fad DI 2, T81 WAl FAaled T AR ¥ & 150
at @t gt e af & v 7 70 B 7T Dt sitv=RRe @on Bt afes sFS! Bed o B Heben foran SR wiRem, [RAW, WHA AT

THTs O Haftd 3 HeH IaTdY Ued A=fc a1 ' 7= &1 go faar 2l
A, A AT T THINLY, TR FR SO dveR W TR H TP §9R AMEIE YHEAUAR Wie I $T Jeaqel Frofa foaar g

g 91a Hdfafed & fh ¥ord & ur 9eREl & Sl 3R g9iRl U Y Sucred 2, o ) aifashaor &1 9 SR 81 TReR A gfveaT g
PRANI B WY 12 HaY, 2003 B TH 3 F TRER P 36 doR YA TR W ST TSR 36 q141 Iotel FrepTere? Yord dpfeisd 367 AR
T BT U SUd AET Hed Sorn 2| e et 39 4 &1 |guant e 9' $u9 @ wd # HH o] avie # 225 A, @t Tt
g e ok 775 f6. . s uRads &1 doeu forn & s fog & w50 weiga &1 gwwa s agm|

HEIRY, WY &1 fard € f Sa ARa WA gl € 94 W dAR ool R a% e $1 Yo #Aed ol @R @1 2 3R feurEa & s o
o ==t © P SN & T H Sreret W e ¥ e ugh T, eree ¥ S TR X e ugd Tt R IS a1g @ dad ST SH
W A1 % Badt 16 6., @ T Yo g Rorft € 3k @ T W gwg a® 16 6., ofiR @rga AT @1 wvare € s 55 af # g 32
.. & sifaRea & o T8 fren| 78 @1 w11 &1 A € % 3@ WER $1 A 9] FER iR qaer $1 iR ar

T, Afe T a1 e d 3@ =AMy 6 Bt Hft sreqferd faera Wt gidl # Suare @ S < 2| R &t <ayfd wifafa 8, & gaat



o IS e W@ € 7 A fewraa wew 91 o aewneil @ AR 9 Helgy B @1 AH{a Y diedl g A8ied, YOFdIe S TR AReS
TS ® AT IR & A DI IR TG & 3iSX AR qMER AT TR g&H1 g U@ J3 F. 71 a1 I 6EA A AeArE &I W, WReg $B
el gal

Aot e v Yord @me fae &g @3 St FEr o & Piwvr Yol @t 99 W fEmee weR ¥ 75 wfowd ik 25 afea sage dR
D w9 H B YH a1 TR, R PO T8 g1l WERAR W Uil Xl §R1 Wre & AIel Ugel HI&T0T §AI, W] M9 71 T PIg Wi el
gt ok a1 B Frere | ] Saa @ AL 8, i wra wee Yo w5t weew gr v # Yo wem @ Remara e mn, fig 9w @
fara & s 39 Riemara @ oiRiRe iR B 9fia =7dl &1 |at | w8t a@ W & &1 d6g 8, 99 o 9 $B W g8 € 98 Rftwee & €@ §
IS 915 a1 &F M qe B a9y fiY 'S §| 7RIS, SR TR WX AE Hadla &5 # ofrar € iR gel ¥ Ad} TR a6 8 TRAN Yerd
g et 81 W9 1923 # fafewr o= 7 4y U @ Y A TR Pool IF ¥ W WIed o WY fBAT AT HHaa: I N wE wd@vr Rufe
frrorgR fedior 4 Suerar Brft| W @1 farg 2 6 w@ds WA 3§ FafP AT eFa 91 A 8, W AR dR AR 9OM & dravE S IR @
2l

HEIGY, JO®IC WNISTTR Xeid 18+ WX Slefad BT TR 340 TR dedial SisTR § SuRamt gor & fmfor &t /i 1997 & =t o <& 21
# sufafafy & A1 aowpreity w2t At IWfems ureaE, $. " g, g Jot st Ritasrg fie ot vd adae w5 A Aty R ot @ v
IR & 3 R et g1 €| F81 9o % Wmge vega &1 afifif #ed 30.11.02 &1 HHe WaT Ry w3l oft & srtera # fen ok faga
T4 4 Pia YRTR]fed STavaR 9 3 SiftamIRAl &1 SufRufa 3 #t F diaer # d20 SRR fRIa 38 HIFET W) ¥Ad a3 10 §e &
Tew$ W & 3R g e B WS T 15 Ge 2, afy wei B a1 A€ a9 Wabdl, b SARTH get @1 FEfor far o wehan & @ifd
AFATRIAT B TeH gfaen e T |

HEIRY, Yo H g aR U0 &l &1 A7 X6 &1 B 8, A Yad 39 go i 8 35 ar wi /& 8, afe weed 39 YA R X A8l
afew s Mt wer 21 AT, fRmrad @t ony Hifd 2, 39 BIR 9 ya & fordl fRMe WReR ¥ 35 A AT HefY S T8 81 g3
Hel T 2 6 o i faum & srebea TR 98 Wahed 35 A B WA W 8 AR 45 TR 7 Wl A BT a1 3R T8 WidbarT A+
i 11.6.2002 #1 #ft s f&e Tl Yo wow w3 St 3 sufRfy & wareh Rarae s & ISR Yoa & Rdtome A9or st ga i
gfrn @1 e iR w5f weiey 7, 9 fdw Y 6 swe sremms o= 99 i X e &1 R € 5 39 W wrtaE o e AR gt St =
TS TF AR TF 1 SR aF el faar| Ig ara 74 70 4 e sft & s & arft 3ik st Pia oegfes srRaes 7 a1 game wier fFan
9 Yol &1 i g9 e @ die Pt R & s ik o9 9@ Yo darer @t dgfe @ o 39, a9 @ 98 gl & forg w1 d germ
TS AfaRed SRR # & AeTard # Yad i €-331 Tce a9 Ve & fide, vge ol ds wif¥m @t 7 s @ arfes frard i we
qre1 TEY, #ew d1 7 5. M. &1 gas e} A 7 uge us, afcw w 9w At wR Ry €-331 wiffm @ HWien 9 9@ | g9 98 g ol
et gan, fhv A9 gema faar o 6 @if Aiew il & ure g9 Pfort &g o WSt 8 WAl € 3K ¥ @ty ot Ut et @ fF S
@ vre AR, gg wfed Wt Fodt Yo § wxerar @ ¢ IR Waal €1 SHfAT W St 1 gien 37 B g | s S &= € |
eIy, WAl HEled & Heg fRua we& 4 1% 30.11.2002 &1 gt ==l & arase, H#Al Sft & el & Ay, ¥d ARSRAET 7 3w 7 a%
®Ig HRIAE T8l B i &N 79 a1 8 o € fF Raw g wmwfafAfY e e & s Y &R 9 |1 e e, aife g S
A AR SR

710 Hot HElEd, B PUT A W & B IR WH IR HYERNNFoS JREV Brsy TP §Y &, Dol ABIIA 3R Poc TAT HATH, wife avft T
A HATA! H & B Gl Wbl 2| A AR 2 6 A1 =i ) f St @iel 9 SR g9 smen € 72 afes @ favarw @ % ol &1 AW I
e =k TE SR

* Speech was laid on the Table.

SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH (ADOOR): Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to speak on the Railway
Budget.

Sir, the people of Kerala as well as the commuters of Kerala are not happy with the Railway Budget (2003-04),
which was presented by the hon. Railway Minister.

Sir, after many years, the last two Railway Budgets have done justice to Kerala. However, the development of
railway network in Kerala was not seriously considered in this year's Railway Budget. The last two Railway Budgets
have given the indication that the railway network in Kerala would be developed, but this Budget is not giving any
scope for development of the railway network in Kerala.

The on-going projects in Kerala, like doubling, electrification, gauge conversion, introduction of new trains,
completion of overbridges and under-bridges, were neglected. | do agree that the hon. Minister of Railways has
allotted some money for these projects, but the actual amount has not been allotted. All the on-going projects are
getting very meagre amounts and, therefore, the projects are not getting completed in time.

So far as doubling work is concerned, the Railway Ministry has included Kayankulam-Cheppad and Kayankulam-
Mavelikara lines, and | welcome it. However, the allocation of funds is very meagre. | will request the hon. Railway
Minister to enhance the amount allotted for doubling these two lines. If it is done, my colleague, Shri Ramesh
Chennithala, will be very happy about it.



Sir, this Budget was presented, when the Railways is celebrating its 150t Anniversary. On this occasion, this
Budget has not got any speciality, and it looks just like an ordinary Budget. Everybody knows that this Budget has
been presented, keeping in view the coming elections. This year, elections for five State Assemblies are going to
take place. The NDA Government wants to win those elections and, therefore, the Minister has increased the ticket
and freight charges.

Whenever the Members of Parliament approached the Railway Minister regarding their constituency development,
the Minister was always quoting the non-availability of funds as the reason for it. He says that due to severe
financial constraints, the Railways is not able to take up any project. The hon. Minister also says that the Ministry of
Finance and the Planning Commission have not allocated sufficient funds for the Railways. In such a situation,
without increasing the fares, how can the hon. Railway Minister run the Railways? This is only an eye-wash and, |
am afraid, after the Assembly elections, the Railways may increase the passenger fares and freight charges.

Now, in my State, Kerala, electrification is most urgent for the development of the railway network. The
electrification work on Palghat-Ernakulam section has been completed during last year, but the electrification work
on Shoranur-Mangalore and Ernakulam-Trivandrum sections is still going on very slowly. Without sufficient funds,
this electrification work will not be completed in the near future.

Sir, the doubling work on Shoranur-Mangalore line started some years ago, but still, the work is going on very
slowly. The Government of Kerala gave funds for the construction of the Konkan Railway, but Kerala will get benefit
from the Konkan Railway only after the completion of doubling of Shoranur-Mangalore line. The Railways has
promised that the doubling work will be completed by 2004. | do not think that this work will be completed by 2004. |
will request the hon. Minister to seriously consider early completion of doubling of Shoranur-Mangalore line.

For the project of conversion of Tanur-Kuttipuram to Guravayur line into broad gauge line, the hon. Minister has
given only Rs.3 crore. An amount of at least Rs.45 crore is needed for the completion of this line. The hon. Minister
must consider enhancing this amount.

The hon. Minister has announced that more than 400 kilometres of railway line would be doubled in the next year. |
would like to know from him as to how many kilometres of line will be doubled in the State of Kerala.

In Kerala, the electrification work is neglected. The hon. Minister has promised in his Budget Speech that
electrification of 373 kilometres line would be completed in the next year. Kerala is getting only Rs.22 crore for
electrification of line from Ernakulam to Trivandrum. This amount is not adequate for the completion of this project. |
would request the hon. Minister to allocate the total amount required for the completion of this project. | would
request the hon. Minister to include electrification work of Shoranur-Mangalore line also in this year's Budget.

For the gauge conversion work of Virudunagar-Rajapalayam-Tenkasi-Quilon line, an amount of only Rs.25 crore
has been allotted in this year's Budget. The total amount estimated for this work is Rs.160 crore. The first phase of
this work which covers the line from Chennai to Virudunagar, was completed years ago. The second phase from
Virudunagar to Rajapalayam-Tenkasi is also going to be completed very soon. Work on the line from Tenkasi to
Quilon is taken up in the third phase. However, the budget allocation is very meagre for the completion of Tenkasi-
Quilon section. There is another difficulty in this line. In this section, the line from Tenkasi to Punalur falls in ghat
area. Survey for gauge conversion work on this ghat section is yet to be completed. The Railway Engineering
Division is yet to decide whether to convert this ghat section or to take up new alignment work. That decision is yet
to be taken. Gauge conversion in Kerala is totally neglected. Major amounts for gauge conversion are being spent
in Tamil Nadu area.

On several occasions in various meetings with the Railway officials, | raised this issue of delay in gauge conversion
work in Kerala. | suggested to them that work on the Quilon-Punalur section should be taken up. If this work is
taken up, it will be helpful for us.

Hiadt T e ((RTER, [@AER) @ 59 g 99 9T U8 g @ € 9 SHe o &R | a€| (ZauE)

SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH : Sir, the Railway Ministry has no open mind on this. | would request the hon. Minister
that the amount of Rs.25 crore allotted for gauge conversion work of Quilon-Tenkasi should be spent on Quilon-
Punalur gauge conversion work. Gauge conversion work on Quilon-Punalur line can be completed with this
amount.

Htadt v fe | vy #wEiey, oy sat wfie @) eae W o avar g A€ (eum)
SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA : That is not a healthy practice, Sir. The Parliament has to discuss all these things.
THTIY FEleyd ; Weq ¥ fafaa Wit uer & dat dfFey &7 o a1y wHIE Hifw|



SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH : Sir, the hon. Railway Minister is introducing 50 trains during this year in his Budget
Speech. Out of these 50 trains, Kerala is going to get only one weekly train which would run from Trivandrum to
Jodhpur via Madgaon. This is highly objectionable.

HATYRY AEISY 379 ATUDT HIT0T Beidefs ga7T|

SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH : We have demanded several new trains for Kerala. They are: Trivandrum-
Bangalore, Trivandrum-Mumbai, Trivandrum-Dehradun, Trivandrum-Chandigarh, Trivandrum-Mangalore. | hope
the hon. Minister will consider our demand and sanction the trains in his reply to the debate.

|ETafa Ay : W (498 v9a, St 9w wag g den s e Bt gRr W §en ued R n Tl

SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH : Development of railway stations in Kerala is very essential. Trivandrum Central,
Ernakulam Junction and Calicut stations should be expanded and more facilities should be provided at those
stations.

Construction work of the new lines from Angamali-Sabarimala and Kottayam-Erumeli is going to suffer because of
shortage of funds.

But there is a long pending demand from the people of Kottayam-Pathanamthitta and Quilon for extension of the
proposed Kottayam-Erumeli line upto Punalur. From Erumeli to Punalur via Ranni, Pathanamthitta, Konni,
Pathanapuram is only 60 kilometres. Actually, this line was surveyed up to Punalur. It was initiated by Shri Ramesh
Chennithala. But due to financial constraints, the Railway Board cut short the route of Kottayam-Panalur line up to
Erumeli.

qHafy "eled A PG G, 3@ 3T FAW PifAgl
SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH : Yes, Sir.

Therefore, it is my humble submission to the hon. Minister to consider my request and include it in this Budget itself.
In the last year's Budget, the hon. Minister had made an announcement and he agreed, in principle, for extension of
Erumeli to Punalur. But so far, nothing has come out.

The point of setting up of new zone at Trivandrum has not been taken up this year also...(Interruptions)
Il Agled St DISIHe G, 3 3 FEG DI | 3T 9y e |
HATAT HElRT : 3/ HuSH Rebré ur =1 o]

..(eEg=)... ¢

* Not Recorded

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI VIJAY GOEL): Shri Suresh, now it is not going on record. Why are you
speaking?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Suresh, please take your seat.

SHRI K.H. MUNIYAPPA (KOLAR): Sir, the remaining part of his speech may please be allowed to be laid on the
Table of the House.a&€] (Interruptions)

SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA : Mr. Chairman, Sir, let him lay the remaining part of his speech.
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*SHRIV.S. SVAKUMAR (THIRUVANANTHAPURAM) : | would like to raise following points regarding the
developments of railway projects in the State of Kerala.

Even though the Hon. Minister has presented passenger-friendly budget for 2003-04 retaining freight and
passenger fares, without any hike was a positive step. However, the Budget is totally neglected the basic railway
developments in the State of Kerala.

However, | request the Hon. Minister to include the following very important proposals in the supplementary
demands for grant to satisfy the urgent need of Kerala.

First of all, | request the Government to take steps to include necessary budgetary provision for the doubling of
railway line stretching 85 kms. in between Trivandrum-Kanyakumari sector. It may kindly be noted that the train
vehicle units increased beyond permissible limit in the sector. This is the one of the busiest roots in the Trivandrum
division.

Secondly, | would like to point out that the electrification between Errakulam-Trivandrum requires an amount of Rs.
81.66 crores. But the provision proposed in the Annual Plan 2003-04 is only Rs.21.97 crores which is quite
insufficient for this project. Therefore, the provision may be enhanced at Rs. 81 crores.

Further | would like to request to the Hon. Minister to include the following proposals in the supplementary.

There are no provision proposed for the new ROB's at Anayara and Meharanoor in the Annual Plan 2003-04. The
train vehicle units at these two level crosses have been experienced at about 78,000 units crossing severe road
traffic block in the city. Therefore, it is requested that the provision of Rs. 1 crore each may be proposed in the
Annual Plan 2003-2004 through Supplementary demand for grants.

Dhannvachapuram railway halt is being situated beyond 24 kms from Trivandrum-Kanyakumari sector. Under
Trivandrum division, this railway halt is located in a prime location very near to NH47 surrounded by so many
educational institutions, banks and many Government offices within the radius of 300 meters. This railway halt
maintains 39 position as far as passengers earnings in Trivandrum-Kanyakumari sector. Therefore, it is requested
that the Railway halt now functioning on contract basis may be upgraded into full-fledged departmental flag station
based on economic viability.

Neyyattinkam railway station under 'E' category being situated in a Taluk headquarters second position in earnings
and passengers in Trivandrum-Kanyakumari sector.

There is no provision in the Annual Plan 2003-04 for the introduction of computerised reservation facility. Therefore,
| request the Minister to take necessary step to include budgetary provision for computerisation.

| would also invite your kind attention for the following ongoing projects for which the budgetary allocation in the
year 2003-04 is quite inadequate. Therefore, it is also requested to enhance the amount of Rs.1 crore (40 lakhs
sanctioned ) for passenger crossing station and for satellite terminal at Kochuvali Rs. 2 crore (50 lakhs sanctioned)
and for additional terminal facility at Trivandrum to 50 lakhs (20 lakhs).

| also request the Government to enhance the amount sanctioned for the platform extension of railway stations of
Trivandrum division to 50 lakh to 2 crore rupees.

There is a long-pending demand from the State of Kerala for a separate railway zone incorporating Trivandrum and
Palght division with the headquarters at Trivandrum.

| earnestly hope that the Hon. Minister will consider the genuine demands and expecting a favourable decision.
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* Speech was laid on the Table.

SHRI K.P. SINGH DEO (DHENKANAL): Sir, first of all, | would like to congratulate the hon. Railway Minister for his
very innovative Budget which has been highly appreciated by industry, by the chambers of industry and the NDA
allies. All going to the polls, they are very appreciative.

He has brought in ADB fund of one billion dollars for the Golden Quadrilateral as well as Rail Vikas Yojana. Coming
from a poor industrially backward but richly endowed State in human resources, water resources and mineral
resources and everything, like Orissa, | would say that it is a step in the right direction that from Rs. 194 crore this
year, the hon. Railway Minister has given us the maximum of Rs. 306 crore in the last ten years and | am grateful to
him for doubling, electrification and new railway lines. | was wondering that although it is a step in the right
direction, it is rather late and too little. It is because if we look at the national average, the transportation as well as
infrastructure of Orissa are inadequate in road transport, rail transport and air transport. Therefore, if we are to live
up to the Vision of 2020 of His Excellency, the President's Address, then with this too little and meagre increase in
investments of some of the railway lines which have been pending since the last ten years or even more, right from
the time of Shri Ram Vilas Paswan and others and with a trickle of increasing by Rs. 1 crore or Rs. 2 crore, it will
take at least 40 to 50 years for it to be completed. The time overrun and cost overrun will be very much more than
what we are going to see.

A mention was made of connecting the ports. There is nothing to connect Paradip Port, Haridaspur-Paradip as well
as Angul-Kamakanagar-Sukinda Road-Dubri which were sanctioned. You have allotted only Rs. 2 crore and you
have given Rs.1 crore earlier. First it was put in BOT (Build-Operate-Transfer) which has not seen the light of the
day. The same is the case with Talcher-Angul-Gopalpur and Talcher-Bimlagarh which will be connecting industrial
areas. There is no mention of that. As regards Damrah-Chanbali Port which the Government of Orissa is trying to
develop, the hon. MLAs and MPs had called on the hon. Railway Minister and submitted a memorandum. But the
need of the hour is increase in investment and a cap on implementation. If we do not put it, say, in five or six years,
then there will be no accountability and responsibility and only the cost overrun and time overrun will go up and
none of these will be implemented.

There is criteria which you have fixed for financing the Railway Budget. One is population, the second is size of the



State and the third is throwaway projects. If one goes through the Pink Book, the Railway Minister's statement and
the two Blue Books on rolling stock and machinery, he may find that most of the trouble is that the States are
unable to utilise the funds or there is delay in land acquisition or even failure to spend the amounts which you have
given earlier in 2002-03.

Unless someone is held accountable and responsible, this money will not be spent and the railway lines will not be
completed. Therefore, two other criteria which ought to be taken into consideration one. Orissa generates thirty per
cent of the revenue of the Indian Railways. That has not been taken into consideration. That has to be taken into
consideration. Second, Orissa has been penalised for controlling the population. Orissa is one of the States which
has been strict with its population control policy. We are less than two per cent. Orissa's size is also small. We now
cannot have expansion and become a bigger State. So, ours is a small State and it will remain a small State.
Backward areas and interior areas of Orissa have not been connected. There are only two lines of the Imperial
Railways' time, which is 150 years old. One is passing through the periphery, that is Kolkata-Mumbai line and the
other is Kolkata-Chennai line. There are no railway lines inside. So, Kurda-Bolangir-Lanjigarh road; Junagarh-
Haridaspur-Paradip; Angul-Dubri; Khamakhya Nagar-Dubri; and Sukhinda Road-Dubri lines should be taken up
quickly, within a time span of five years. Same is the case with Gopalpur-Talcher and Talcher-Bimlagarh lines.

ST, vgaw ware fhe (durel) ;@ =it free @ Rer, st w19 29 v Reg, 4t goua fag, AN wwaw, $t feew R wimam, ft Sare Agara
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*SHRIMATI MINATI SEN (JALPAIGURI): Sir, thank you for giving me a chance to raise some relevant points
relating to Railway in West Bengal and in the area of North Bengal. It is disappointing that the budgetary allocations
this year in most of the pending Railway projects in West Bengal are critically nominal. In other words, practically it
does not present any new hope for completion of the projects in West Bengal. Although promises were made to run
fifty trains in the country, but West Bengal's share is only five, out of which there is hardly any possibility to operate
three trains owing to non-completion of the railway lines as yet. It is inexplicable that even though the job of
construction of the railway lines is being carried out, | should say, the real problem or threat lines in protraction of
allocations against these projects, which is bound to make an abnormal delay in completion of the lines.

My apprehension will collaborate if we make an in-depth study on the budgetary allocations towards the railway
projects in North Bengal as an example, which will reveal a total picture of uncertainty. A budgetary allocation of Rs.
25 crore in phases has so far been made for the new Moinaguri-Jogighopa Railway Project, which still leaves
behind most part of the project work, requiring a further allocation of Rs. 698 crore 89 lakhs. In another case, a
budgetary allocation of Rs. 55 crore was made for reconstruction job of the railway line between Jalpaiguri-
Bangaigaon, and the need is a further allocation of Rs. 60 crore. Therefore, | have an uncanny feeling over the
budgetary allocations against the running projects. | have every reason to believe that the railway budgetary
allocations pose lacklustre and portray only the greatest deprivation to the outcries in demand of completion of the
railway lines by the passengers.

| had time and again raised my voice in the Railway Budget, in the question hour but no fruitful action has yet been
taken. My proposals are Sir,

1. Upgradation of Raninagar Railway Junction Station on NFR as standard one has not been included. | urge
upon the Government to make a spot survey of its feasibility and to take action for upgradation of the Railway
junction station in NFR between Jalpaiguri and Belakoba in the district of Jalpaiguri.

2. Construction of double line track from Ambari Falakata Railway Station to Kamakshyaguri Railway Station of
the NF Railway in the district of Jalpaiguri.

3. One fly over bridge be constructed over the State highway No. SH 12A at the manned Railway crossing
between Raninagar Jalpaiguri, since the road is a very busy route to Nepal, Bhutan and North Eastern
Region.

The level crossing gate causes tremendous inconvenience to the road traffic. Moreover, the level crossing
being located at a sharp turn accidents are usual at this gate. The people of this region feel the immediate
need for a fly over bridge.

4. Completion of alternative route from New Maynaguri, New Mathabhanga, New Cooch Behar to Jogikhopa via
Baxirhat Golokganj — Dhubri, Belasipara and others along NH 31. This project should be immediately cleared
in the interest of Railway and the people of eight districts of three state.

5. It has been announced that Jalpaiguri Road station will be model station no action has been taken so far. Nor
any allotment has been provided for the model station in budget.



6. Considering the utmost urgency of the State including people of Dooars a super fast train may be introduced
from Ex Haldibari to Sealdah.

7. No word has been used in budgetary speech regarding inordinate delay in running trains to and from North
Bengal. | urge upon the Government through you Sir to take some measure to minimise the problem.

8. | urge upon the Government to set up Railway recruitment centre at New Jalpaiguri to facilitate unemployed
youth of North Bengal, Sikkim, Himalayan region and to appear at the Railway recruitment examination.

9. Grievances of Railway Pensioners. There is no hopeful light has been observed in the budgetary speech
regarding Railway pensioner's problem. To avoid in ordinate delay in releasing pension causing untold
sufferings to the pensioners. | request the Government to adopt simplified procedure.

10. Stoppage of trains particularly Ex-Sealdah bound and Assam bound express trains should be given at
Falakata district of Jalpaiguri and open a new computerised ticket centre at Falakata.

11. Conversion of Oodalabari Railway Station from Flag/Hault station to a full fledged Railway Station and
stoppage all up and down train at Oodalabari in Jalpaiguri. M.G. line in the track is now being converted into
BG line, so there is a ample scope to convert Oodalabari Flag Station to regular station which may took into
the matter.

*Speech was laid on the Table.

* SHRI S.AJAY A KUMAR (OTTAPALAM) : Sir, this Budget lacks the much needed initiative for the over all
development of the Railways in the country. In the 11000 crore, only 3000 crore earmarked for the developmental
projects. It is the least amount ever allocated for the development process in the history of Indian Railways.

In recent years there is rapid increase in rail accidents. There may be several reasons for these accidents. A good
portion of our Bridges are old and needs renovation or replacement. Many of the running tracks are weak and
incapable of carrying the huge rail traffic. The Railway should give due priority for the safety aspect. The manpower
shortage is also causing hardships in the performance of railways. | request the Minister to recruit sufficient
personnel for the efficient performance of Railways.

As far as Kerala State is concerned, this Budget shows the continuing indifferent attitude of the Central Government
towards the rail development of the State. This is one of the major hurdles in the industrial and economic
development of the State. In the last year the provision of funds for development of Railways in Kerala was above
250 crores, whereas in the current year it is only 150 crores. Even though the Govt. announced the introduction of
50 new trains in the country, only one train is originating from Kerala i.e, Thiruvananthapuram-Jodhpur. Kerala
should be given more trains namely: additional trains to Kannur-Bangalore and Bangalore-Thiruvananthapuram.
And | also demand that the starting point of the Coimbatore-New Delhi Express may be changed to Shoranur.

Sir, a Triangular Railway Station at Shoranur is a long standing demand of the people of Kerala. The Department had conducted
feasibility survey of the project and came up with an alternative proposal namely "Bulb Line" in the place of the Triangular Railway
Station and this project was included in the 2001-2002 Railway Budget as a Budget Proposal. But in both the 2002-2003 and 2003-
04

Budgets the Minister had ignored to mention this project and allocate adequate funds. Like wise the demand for the
electrification of Shoranur-Mangalapuram Line and also the construction of a Rly. Over Bridge at Pattambi Town
were found no mention. Sir, in the Budget for the Shoranur-Kuttipuram doubling work, rupees 30 Crore is given. But
this amount is quite inadequate as the completion of this project require at least Rupees 150 crores to complete the
work by 2005. Another point Sir, | have been requesting the Government for providing stops for the Executive
Express at VVadakkanchery, Kerala Express at Ottappalam and Kurla at Pattambi, but so far no action has been
taken in this regard.

Sir, | therefore, request the Minister to review the stand and allot adequate funds for the development of Railways in
the State of Kerala.

* Speech was laid on the Table
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SHRI RUPCHAND PAL : Mr. Chairman, Sir, | oppose the Railway Budget on the grounds stated in my speech and |
am now laying it on the Table of the House.
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*Speech was laid on the Table.

*SHRI RUPCHAND PAL (HOOGLY): Sir, | rise to oppose the Railway Budget for 2003-04 on the ground that it is
anti-people and fails to address any of the urgent issues related to:

1. Adequate Safety and Security in respect of Railway Travel.

2. Failure to extend Railway lines and construct new Railway lines as demanded by the people of different parts
of the country for the past several years.

3. Failure to restore health of the railway economy.

4. Failure to provide adequate passenger amenities and necessary number of trains and affordable fare
structure.

| would like to reiterate the following demands for urgent implementation in public interest.

1. Need to urgently construct foot overbridge at Bandel Station in Howrah Division of Eastern Railway.
2. Need to urgently arrange drainage system to solve water logging at the Bazarapara Subway and Platform
subway at Bandel Jn. in Howrah Division of Eastern Railway



3. Need to improve passenger amenities at Bandel, Chinsura, Hooghly, Chandanagar, Bansberia, Mankundu,
Adi-Saptagram, Mogra, Talandu, Tribeni, Banstesia, Kuntighat, Sheraphuly, Tarakeswar, Haripal, Singur,
Nalikul, Kamarkundu, Howrah Stn. Sealdah Stn., Naihati, Hooghly Ghat, Belmuri, Shibaichandi, Gurap,
Balarambati in Howrah Division of Eastern Railway.

4. Need to construct link between Howrah-Bardhaman Chord and Tarakeshwar Branch line somewhere between
Nalikul and Kamarkundu.

Need to arrange computerised reservation system in all the major stations in the Howrah — Bandel -
Bardhaman and Howrah - Bardhaman Chord line.

5. Need to construct a halting station at Hathigola (Dhaniakhali) between Belmuri and Shibaichandi in Howrah -
Bardhman Chord line.
6. Need to construct a new Railway Station at Khurigachi between Bhadreswar and Baidyabati in Howrah -
Bandel section of Howrah Division Eastern Railway.
7. Need to urgently improve drainage system at the subways of Hooghly Station, Chinsura, Chandanagar,
Mankundu, Bhadreswar, Srirampur and solve the acute problem of accumulation of water in these places.
8. Need to construct a new level crossing at Chandanpur near the Chandanpur Railway Station in the Howrah -
Bardhaman Chordline.
9. Need to run Rajdhani Express from Howrah to Delhi via Gaya on all the days of the week
10. Need to increase the number of trains in the Howrah — Bandel — Bardhaman, Howrah — Katwa, Howrah -
Tarakeswar, Bandel — Naihati section of Eastern Railways.
11. Need to urgently repair and rebuild Jubliee Bridge between Garifa ( North 24Parganas) & Hooghly Ghat
(Hooghly), Bandel — Naihati-Branchline in Eastern Railway.
12. Need to complete construction and double line between Sheoraphuly and Tarakeswar.
13. Need to construct double line in Bandel — Katwa section.
14. Need to urgently replace overaged rakes.
15. Need to urgently replace overaged wagons.
16. Need to extend Kolkata Metro Railway from Dum Dum to Barrackpore and Dum Dum to Salt lake upto Kolkata
Airport via Rajarhat and to Ramrajatala in Howrah on the other side of the Ganges.
17. Need to remodel Bandel Station, Chinsura, Chandanagar, Hooghly and some other sections in the Bandel
—Howrah and Howrah — Bardhaman Chord.

| oppose the Railway Budget for its failures as stated below:

Failure to ensure safety to the Railway Passengers.

Failure to stop series of Railway Accidents.

Failure to complete renewal of Railway tracks.

Failure to provide adequate number of trains.

Failure to provide affordable fare for Railway travel.

Failure to complete the long pending Railway Projects of West Bengal like Disha — Tamluk, Ekalakhi —
Balurghat, Bnd Budge - Namkhave

i o

*Speech was laid on the Table.
*SHRI A.P. ABDULLAKUTTY (CANNANORE): Sir, following points | raise in my rail budget speech:-

1. In my constituency Kannur there is only 50 km Railway line. In between there are many bridges. All constructed
by Britishers. All are very old. Its conditions is very poor. Please maintain immediately the following bridges:
Valapattanam Bridge, Darmada Bridge, Nadal Bridge and Pazhangadi Bridge.

| come to Modermisation of Kannur Railway Station

2. Kannur Railway is recently declared modern station. Bur sir its conditions is very bad. Please allot special fund
for the station.

a. We want new plat form and booking centre in the west side of the station.

b. We want retiring room with dormetory facilities.

c. There is so many area waste land. My suggestions this land used for construction for multi purpose
commercial building.

Railway can get more revenues and good development.



| come to Allot New LC at Erinave.

Sir, | ready to spend Rs. 20 lakh MPLADS Funds for construction of new Level Crossing. This level
crossing is very essential demand is long pending. Please sanction new LC at Erinave.

* Speech was laid on the Table.
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SHRI SUNIL KHAN (DURGAPUR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | thank you for giving me this opportunity. From my Party, two
Speakers have already spoken opposing the Railway Budget. | shall confine myself to my constituency and also to
relevant points of my State.

First of all, | would like to say that condolence and sympathy messages should have been sent to the Members of
the bereaved families of those who have lost their kith and kin in the railway accidents. Sir, as you know, one of my
esteemed colleagues and ex-MP, late Shri Sushanta Chakravarty lost his life in the Rajdhani Express train
accident. It should have been included in the Budget speech. ...(Interruptions)

SHRIMATI SHYAMA SINGH : | raised this point yesterday itself. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI SUNIL KHAN : You have already mentioned about it.
Sir, starting from Gaisal, | would like to know how many accidents have taken place. Kindly look at para 12. It says:

"One of the major contributing factors for accidents has been found to be human failure. Now, it has been
decided to fill up Group D vacancies. "

| welcome the appointment of Group D employees. Does the hon. Railway Minister want to say that non-filling up of
these 20,000 Group D vacancies is responsible for the large number of accidents that had taken place? It is not
proper to say that non-filling up of Group D vacancies was the only reason for these accidents. What is the number
of reportable accidents and what is the number of non-reportable accidents that had taken place during the last
year? How many major accidents had occurred in the Indian Railways vis-a-vis other international Railways during
the last year? How many anti-collision device units and how much track circuiting you require to reduce the number
of accidents?

Sir, for increasing the freight traffic to 550 million tonnes, would you not require more wagons and more coaches?
How many wagons and coaches are going to be made available in this year?

In the case of freight tariff, from Vizag Port to Vizag Steel Plant, earlier you were charging 100-kilometre freight
charge. Actually, from Vizag Port to Vizag Steel Plant, it is only 24 kilometres. Earlier, you were taking 100-kilometre
freight charge. Now, it has come down to 75 kilometres. | would like to say that many factories are there. Why are
you charging the steel sector? We want to boost the steel sector. So, you please reduce the freight charge. You
can take the freight charge for 24 kilometres from Vizag Port to Vizag Steel Plant. If there is no increase in fare, then
how are you going to tackle the issue of increasing the freight and passenger traffic?

I would like to know about the long pending projects in West Bengal. Now, | enter into my State, West Bengal and
then to my constituency. After that, | conclude my speech. The long pending projects should be completed. There
are projects like Namkhana-Eklakhi-Balurghat. There should be a time-bound direction.

So, the people will think that the projects will be completed in a certain manner. When will the Bankura-Damodar
River railway be completed? | appeal to the Minister that in case of BDR, one line from Beliatore to Durgapur
railway station should be surveyed immediately so that it will be the gateway of South India to North-East. The
distance will come down by at least 200 kilometres. If anybody wants to go to Darjeeling or Assam, the distance will
come down for him. If we join only 20 kilometres from Beliatore to Durgapur railway station in the Eastern Railway,
then, the distance will come down by 200 kilometres....(Interruptions) Sir, | have some more points. It will be the
shortest and a profitable route.

Further, | want to highlight another route, that is, the route from Raniganj to Bankura in the Eastern Railway. The
route from Raniganj to Dullabhpur was done by the Mejia thermal power project to carry coal. If only 20 kilometres
from Dullabhpur to Bankura is done, then the line from Raniganj to Bankura will be completed and it will cater to the
needs of carrying coal to Haldia Petrochemicals. It will be the shortest route. It will become a traffic route also.

Durgapur is my constituency. It is known as the Rhur area of Eastern India. So, there is a necessity to introduce
one fast passenger train from Durgapur to Howrah. Because of heavy rush in the morning trains coming from
different stations, the aged passengers cannot board on the trains to go to Howrah. Due to rush in the trains, even
the industrialists are complaining to me as to how they will travel from Durgapur to Howrah. The daily passengers
and the students of the university are also demanding introduction of a new train from Durgapur to Howrah.

Sir, | welcome the Minister as he has already introduced a train from Asansol to Sealdah. | want to say that from
Sealdah to Samastipur, there is only one train in the morning time. It is so busy that another train from Sealdah to
Asansol should be introduced.

Pandaleshwar-Palasthali rail service has been suspended since September, 2002 due to some technical reasons,



causing tremendous hardship to the commuters. So, | urge upon the Minister to restore this rail service immediately.
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DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME (BIRBHUM): Sir, please allow me to lay the text of my speech on Railway Budget
2003-2004 on the table of the House. The text of my speech is as under :-

1. That his year's railway Budget is purely directionless, developmentless, populist and election budget.
3. Eastern and NorthEast states are deprived and specially West Bengal has got no justice.

3. No due attention has been given on safety adn security of railway services.. 4. No direction for job creation and
positive recruitment drive in the Budget .

5. Harassment and torture on Railway Hawkers to be sto[pped immediately at Howrah station.

The following proposals to improve Railway service to be taken up for implementation immediately by the Railway
Ministry:

a. To take appropriate steps to restore the passenger train services on Pandakeswar-Palashthali section of
Eastern Railway.

b. To allocate adequate funds for implementation of KHANA-SAINTHIA doubling project. Electrification of this

route to be taken up.

Doubling with Electrification of ANDAL to SAINTHIA section of Eastern Railway.

To connect SIURI station with Bolpur via Sainthia Junction.

Modernisation of SIURI station along with provisions of terminal facility to be made.

To introduce one pair of fast passenger on, express trains from Howrah to SIURI daily.

Need to introduce one pair of DMU trains from ASANSOL to SAINTHIA daily.

Need to introduce one pair of DMU trains from BURDWAN to BOGPUR.

Need to restore the Upper India Express from Sealdah to Delhi via Shahibgaunje Loop.

Need to introduce a Jana-Shatabdi Express from Howrah to New Jalpaiguri via Bolpur.

Need to convert the N.G. to B.G. line on Ahammadpur to Katwa section of Eastern Railway.

Need to construct a new commercial Railway line from Mallarpur to Panchami on Eastern Railway.

. Need to provide adequate fund for speedy implementation of the ongoing project from Dumka to Rampurhat
via Mandarhill.

n. Need to construct a Railway bridge at Murarai Station on Eastern Railway.

o. Need to construct flyover bridges over railway lines at following locations:
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i. Near SIURI station at SIURI-Bolpur Roadways crossing.

i. Near SUIRI station at abdarpur on Panagarh Moregram State Highway crossing.
iii. Near Murarai and Nalhati Station.
iv. Near Sainthia Station on Sainthia-Labpur Roadways crossing.

a. Need to improve the drinking water, toilet and other passenger amenities at all stations in the Sahibgaunge
Loop and Andhal-Sainthia section of Eastern Railway.

Need to provide stoppage of all express and superfast trains at Nalhati Junction Eastern Railway.

Need to introduce one pair of fast passenger trains from Asansol to Azimgaunge on Easter Railway.

Need to introduce one pair of DMU's from Nalhati Junction to Azimgaunge Station on Eastern Railway.
Need to construct a new terminal at Shalimar on Padmapukur very soon.

Need to save the Wagon-industries of West Bengal.

-0 Q20T

| urge upon the Railway Minister to take appropriate measures to implement the above project and
proposals immediately.

*Speech was laid on the Table.
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*SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO (KALAHANDI) : Sir, | rise to support the Railway Budget 2003-2004 which was
introduced in the House. The Minister has tried his best and has given us a balanced budget and has made the
political promises of yesteryears a reality, like the creation of new zone and divisions which were languishing since
long and creating a bad regional feeling among its constituents and the people of those zones in general. Also it
was creating a bad name for the Railway Ministry and the NDA Government in general. So, the progressive and
dynamic Minister has least been able to stem the rot and has projected the Railway Budget is very balanced
manner in tune with the present financial scenario and the NDA Governments goal to reach a growth rate of 8%
GDP as announced by our beloved Prime Minister. As it is known that Indian Railways Network is the largest



railway network under a single management and has a route length of 62,759.34 Kms. and a operating fleet of
4,86532 wagons in term of 4 wheelers, 41,513 caching vehicle and 7,517 locomotive nearly 14000 passenger trains
are running and nearly 12.9 million passengers were booked daily and nearly 500 million tonnes of freight traffic
has been carried by our Railways, so this daunting task of efficient management has been tried to streamlined by
our Hon. Minister Nitishji. For this act of his | commend him from the core of my heart. The freight services has been
designed to see that material handling and warfage and other incidental charges do not hurt the industrialist the
pervious cumber some structures have been simplified | would not like to go into details because there is already a
vivid description of the same in the Budget Speech of the Railway Minster. The various freight concessions have
yielded additional revenue for the Railways like brining down the rate of traffic booked for distance upto 50 Kms and
thereon. He has done away with the surcharge which an excessive burden to railuser.

Besides he has not increased the passengers fare for this financial year and given a lost of concessions to the
commuters of various classes and has declared to make train travel a good mode of travel, it is a known fact that
rail travel is one of the most environmental friendly mode of transport and its unsustainable development will only
make the Railways better.

Sir, in the same vein, | would like to thank the Railway Minister for concretizing the formation of the East Coast
Zone Railways and making it fully functional from this year onwards it has pleased the people of Orissa to see a
different head of expenditure in the Budget estimates and explanatory memorandum. The message has now gone
right to the people of Orissa who were previously just neglected by the previous Governments with false political
promises.

The new trains introduced in the year 2003-04 will greatly help the economic of Orissa to its magnificent beaches
and temples and its eco tourism. All the six new trains would help Orissa to develop in all aspects. But at the same
time, | would point at some grey areas which require the attention of the Railways and if they are developed and
connected the vast mineral resources could be exploited, like developing the Langigarh to Junagarh Railwayline
which requires early completion, so the allocations should be enhanced. And further survey be made to connect it
with Ambaguda on the KK line which connects the famous Bailadilamines with the port of Visakapatnam.

Also | would thank the Railway Minister for improvement of all my stations in the Kalahandi Parliamentary
constituency and doubling of line from Langigarh to Titlagarh. So, further request that also line from Titlagarh to
Raipur should be doubled.

| request that the frequency of the Samata Express should be made daily as it is the only train from the KBK region
of Orissa. Also the KBK regions al go to place like Delhi and North India for work and this is the only train. So, with
these few words, | support the Budget. Also for the computer facilities | thank the Minister and also open a booking
counter at Bhawnipatnam District Headqaurters.

*Speech was laid on the Table.
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DR. V. SAROJA (RASIPURAM): Hon. Chairman Sir, thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to place on
record that Tamil Nadu Government has committed for Rs. 704.34 crore for three important railway projects,
namely, Suburban Gauge Conversion; Mass Rapid Transit system : Chennai, Phase Il; and Cuddalore-Salem
project. There is no corresponding outlay from the Ministry of Railways to ensure early completion of these projects.

Sir, 41 over-bridges projects have been sanctioned for Tamil Nadu, the total cost for which is Rs. 440 crore, but the
budget allotment is Rs. 19.28 crore. It is under the cost sharing system. This was expected to be completed during
March 2002. It is painful to note that with this meagre amount, it is impossible to complete the projects.

Tty "k ot TH. T, oae Yo geie § \e i ImEr 9T we-ved O% <@ |

Dr. V. SAROJA : Sir, in addition, there are 12 RUBs sanctioned under Gauge Conversion Projects between
Chennai Beach and Tambaram. These are likely to be completed by March, 2005, but there is no budget allotment.

Further, 11 ROBs are planned on deposit work basis in Tamil Nadu Government and 20 ROBs by the National
Highways Authority of India. | would request the hon. Minister to take into consideration the demands of the
Government of Tamil Nadu.

Sir, to place it on record again, it is evident that Tamil Nadu has been totally neglected in this Railway Budget. The
total outlay sanctioned for the gauge conversion project will be Rs. 1,962 crore and the missing links for gauge
conversion requires about Rs. 890 crore. Sir, | would urge upon the Government and also the Railway Minister to,
at least, allocate Rs. 1,000 crore this year for the early completion of these projects.

Sir, coming to the important project of uni-gauge, that is, Villupuram to Thanjavur mainline which passes through
the heartland of Tamil Nadu, and connects important cities like Cuddalore, Manamadurai and Kumbakonam and
which have tremendous potential for freight traffic. Now, it is totally cut off. It used to start from Tambaram.

The total project cost will be Rs. 223 crore, but the allotment is Rs. 5.4 crore. It is painful to note that though the
hon. Minister of Railways inaugurated the Salem-Cuddalore new railway line during 1999, till now, the total
allotment is less than Rs. 50 crore. This year, the allotment is only Rs. 15 crore. May | request the hon. Minister of
Railways to allocate, at least, Rs. 100 crore this year so that the project could be completed at the earliest possible.

The other project, which runs through my constituency, is about the gauge conversion from Cuddalore to Salem.
The hon. Minister of State in the Ministry of Railways is well aware that people from Salem, Attur, Thalaivasal, and
up to Villupuram have no train facility, at least, for seven or eight years. | will request the hon. Minister of Railways
and also the Minister of State in the Ministry of Railways to look into this problem. People of these concerned areas
have gone on strike, and | gave them an assurance that | would raise it in the Parliament and get the budget
allotment. Kindly take note of this; let this not be taken in a lighter vein.

Palghat Division is very large with the jurisdiction stating from Jolarpettai in Tamil Nadu to Mangalore in Karnataka.
Therefore, setting up of a new division at Salem is a long pending demand of the people of the adjacent, at least,
seven or eight States. Setting up a new division at Salem is going to be a viable project also. The hon. Minister may
look into this. When the hon. Minister replies to the debate, the people living in the northern part of Tamil Nadu
expect that a new Salem Division will be created this year. While many States benefited from Railways'
decentralisation policy, Tamil Nadu was given a stepmotherly treatment.



Though | have pointed out about the budget allotment and the stepmotherly treatment, of course, there are many
plus points in the Budget. | am very happy that the freight charges and also the passenger ticket charges have not
been increased. But how do you meet the demands of this country without increasing, at least, one rupee per ticket
in the higher-class category? You should have increased it so that you could have bridged the gap between the
lower-class and higher-class tickets. You should have increased the fare by at least one rupee per ticket in the
higher-class. This would not cause much problem, provided the Railways is taking care of the basic amenities and
other things.

As far as drinking water is concerned, there is already a lot of debate that is going on about the impurities and other
pesticides in the water content. The Ministry of Railways definitely should have their own protected drinking water
policy. You have to spend more money, otherwise, you have to divert more money for the medical facilities because
it is a health hazard.

Finally, Sir, track circuiting is a very important aspect for which the hon. Minister has allocated Rs. 425 crore in the
Budget. As far as the safety measures are concerned, recently, | visited Villupuram Station where | had a discussion
with the railway officials. They have insisted that more budget allocation should be made for continuous track
circuiting by which you will be able to reduce the number of accidents.

| welcome the hon. Minister for extending the concessions for the patients, especially the cancer, thalassaemia
major, heart and kidney patients. This concession should not only be given to the patients, but also to their
attendants so that the movement of the patients is not a problem.

20.00 hrs.

The bio-diesel project is a welcome step. | would request the hon. Minister to have consultations with the State
Governments. Wherever Government land is in plenty, along the National Highways and railway lines, we should
make use of it for bio-diesel projects. We in Tamil Nadu have found out some other plan which is useful for the bio-
diesel project. | would request the hon. Minister to have consultations with the State Governments on the possibility
and feasibility of setting up bio-diesel projects.

Regarding sportsmen, there are employees of Indian Railways who are doing wonders in this field. However, the
facilities made available to these sports persons in the Railways are very minimal. The encouragement extended to
the sportsmen is very less. A critical analysis of the hidden talents of not only the railway employees but also their
wards has to be made so that we can develop those talents and send those people into the international sports
arena.

Last but not least, the Government should consider providing education and job opportunities to the wards of Class
Il and Class IV Railway employees. We tend to have more educational institutions and job-oriented courses for Ex-
Servicemen. | would request the hon. Minister to consider this request so that the wards of Class lll and Class IV
employees of the Indian Railways can be taken care of.

With these words, | conclude. Thank you.

*The benefits of 'Project Unigauge' have been denied to Tamil Nadu. While the remnants of MG lines in Kerala,
karnataka and Andhra Pradesh have already been sanctioned for gauge conversion and work has also started
large lengths of Railway liens in Tamil Nadu is still MG and gauge conversion has not yet been sanctioned.

2 As on 31.03.2001, the MG kilometres on all Indian Railways is 14,987 kms. and BG is 44,776 kms. The
percentage of MG is only 25% on all Indian Railways basis whereas it is 51 percent in Tamil Nadu.

3 A very vital link which is yet to be sanctioned for gauge conversion is the COIMBATORE — POLLACHI, PALGHAT
—= POLLACHI, POLLACHI = DINDIGUL -MADURAI MG Section comprising of 286.6 kms. This is estimated to cost
Rs. 328.79 crores.

4. While work on the TIRUPATI-KKATPADI MG line of South Central Railway is progressing rapidly there is hardly
any input on the Katpadi — Villupuram Section which passes through Tiruvannamalai an important pilgrim centre
visited by millions of devotees from India and abroad.

5. Likewise the important link from Thanjavur to pilgrim centres like nagore and Velankanni which are visited by
people of all faiths from India and abroad are cut off from the main stream of traffic. This region is the rice bowl of
Tamil Nadu and foodgrain movement has been badly hit. The project (TIRUCHCHIRAPPALLI -NAGORE-
KARAIKAL & NAGAPATTINAM - VAILANKANNI) was sanctioned at a total cost of Rs. 196.23 crores and Rs. 80.59
crores have been spent so far. Only Rs. 13 crores have been provided in this year's budget. it is ironical that this
line was originally BG! Early completion of this route will not only go towards national integration by facilitating the
movement of devotees to these all faith holy shrine but earn considerable revenue for the Railways both from



passenger as well as freight traffic.

6. The other vital links which have been cut off and for which there is no sanction for gauge conversion are
Manamadurai — Virudhunagar, Mayladuturai — Tiruthuraipundi-Karaikudi, Tiruthuraipundi-Agasthiampalli and
Madurai — Bodinayakkanur.

7. With the Virudhunagar — Rajapalayam section now closed to traffic, the East West link from Quilon to Villupuram
via Tiruvarur and Myladuturai has been cut off. The north — south link from Coimbatore towards Quilon has also
been cut off. Early completion of the Virudhunagar — Tenkasi — Tirunelveli — Tiruchendur lines gauge conversion
which was sanctioned in 1997 - 1998 at a cost of Rs. 327.61 crores will partly restore these links.

8. The work on the Salem - Vriddachalam — Cuddalore gauge conversion project is also proceeding at a snails
pace. As against Rs. 198.68 crores required for this project only Rs. 18.70 crores have been spent so far and this
year's allocation is only Rs. 15 crores. While the line from Vriddhachalam to Vadalur will be converted, unless the
other link from Salem to Cuddalore is also converted this partial gauge conversion will further cut off Cuddalore
from Salem.

9. The Ports in Tamil Nadu are developing rapidly and there are plans to run ferry services from Colombo to
Tuticorin. Export of hosiery from Coimbatore area via Tuticorin are badly hit as the Railways are not able to provide
on time deliveries in goods trains due to the line capacity constraints on Dindigul — Madurai Section. Besides this
lucrative freight traffic for the railways there is tremendous demand for running additional mail/express trains from
Chennai to Kanyakumari and Bangalore to Chennai and Bangalore towards Kanyakumari. It is therefore imperative
that the Dindigul — Madurai BG line is immediately doubled and the gauge conversion from conversion from
Dindigul to Madurai also sanctioned.

10. Hone'ble Prime Minister has announced "Railway Vikas Yojna". The Golden Quadrilateral and diagonals are to
be strengthened. It is imperative that the Pattabiram — Trivellore — Arakkonam line is quadrupled so that both faster
movement of freight and passenger traffic are facilitated.

11. The Salem — Karur new line was sanctioned in the year 1996 —97 at a cost of Rs. 229.88 crores. So far Rs.
43.64 crores have been spent and work has not progressed further for want of funds. This year's allotment is only
Rs. 15 crores. Early completion of this link will not only shorten the distance from north to south but also relieve the
burden on Salem — Drode line and more trains can be run from Bangalore towards Marudai, Kanyakumari and
Tuticorin thereby benefiting the industries situated in the Hosur area as well the travellers going further towards
Kanyakumari side.

12. At present there is only a singly BG line from Tambaram to Villupuram via Chengalpattu. There is a single MG
line from Villupuram via Chengalpattu. When the sanctioned project of Tambaram to Chengalpattu is completed the
Chengalpattu - Villupuram MG line will become an isolated stretch as Villupuram — Pondicherry and Villupuram -
Thanjavur and Villupuram — Katpadi lines are all sanctioned for gauge conversion.

13. The Railways seem to have totally overlooked the situation when BG trains from 4 different directions, viz.
Katpadi, Pondicherry, Thanjavur and the existing Tiruchchirappalli chord line will converge at Villupuram and have
to negotiate the single BG line from Villupuram to Chengalpattu.

14. Likewise, once gauge conversion of Tambaram — Chengalpattu is completed 3 lines including the BG line from
Arakkonam will join at Chengalpattu. It is surprising that the Railways have not foreseen the tremendous capacity
constraints which will be placed on the single BG line from Chengalpattu to Villupuram. It is understood that the
Chengalpattu- Villupuram MG line will be abandoned. This is a tremendous national loss instead if the MG line from
Chengalpattu to Villupuram is converted to BG and electrified there will be a through double line electrified section
from Chennait up to Villupuram. Once the sanctioned gauge conversion projects are completed, Tamil Nadu will
have in effect | a double line right from Villupuram to Tirunelveli as there will be one BG line from Villupuram to
Tirunelveli via Viruddhachalam, Tiruchchirappalli, Dindigul, Madurai and Virudhunagar and another BG line from
Villupuram via Cuddalore, Myladuturai, Thanjavur, Tiruchchirappalli, Manamadurai, Virudhunagar, Tenkasi, which
will greatly facilitate movement of both passenger and freight traffic.

15. Similarly while the streams of traffic from Myladuturai and Tiruvarur will go to Thanjavur there is only one BG
line from Thanjavur to Tiruchchirappalli from where traffic will move in 4 different directions, i.e. Vriddachalam,
Karur, Dindigul and Manamadurai. Here also railways have failed to anticipate the tremendous traffic congestion
which will occur on the existing Thanjavur — Tiruchchirappalli single BG line and are planning to abandon the
existing Thanjavur — Tiruchchirappalli MG line. it is therefore imperative that the existing Tiruchchirappalli -
Thanjavur MG line is also converted to BG will in time.

16. Like wise the line from Thanjavur to Kumbakonam should be converted to BG well before the Maha Maham
(Kumbh Mela) at Kumbakonam in January, 2004.



17. While the Ministry of Railways is prepared to rescue Konkan Railway corporation by way of repaying the debts
amounting to 3,000 crores of which 266 crores were paid in this year and 430 crores in the next year, the much
smaller outlays required for completing the ongoing works in railway developmental works in Tamil Nadu are being
denied.

18. Hon'ble MPs of Tamil Nadu cutting across party lines demanded that their voice should be heard in the
parliament and the Ministry of Railways made alive to the legitimate aspirations of the Tamil people.

* Speech was laid on the Table.

*SHRIAK.S. VIJAYAN (NAGAPPATTINAM) : | welcome this year's Railway Budget from the commuters' point of
view for there is no fare hike. At the same time, | cannot hide my disappointment for not making adequate allocation
for the ongoing projects in the Southern Railways region, especially Tamil Nadu and more particularly in my
constituency. There is virtually no augmentation of Railway services in our Thanjavur = Nagappattinam -
Triuchilrappalli and Nagapathinam — Velankannai and Nagappattinam — Karaikal sections. These sections are
there from the days of Britishers but are ignored continuously all these years.

We have been talking of gauge conversion for the past one decade. But what happened to Thanjavur-Thirmonar-
Nagore line some decade ago had put the clock back in the area. Commercial and industrial activities in that port
town Nagappattinam comes to a standstill when the broad gauge line there was converted to a metre gauge line
some years ago. For the past one decade we have been talking about making all the Railway lines in the country to
be broad gauge lines. In 1993, when the erstwhile Railway Minister visited Nagore, he gave a solemn promise that
Nagore-Triuchi line would be converted to a broad gauge line. But it has not been done as yet. Triuchi-Thanjavur
gauge conversion come almost in a slowest pace. But Thanjavur-Nagore gauge conversion is still to be completed.
The General Manager, Southern Railway gave an assurance in September 2002 that this gauge conversion would
be completed by March 2003 at least between Thanjavur and Thiruvaroor. | am sorry to say that it is another
promise gone haywire.

To complete the gauge conversion in this section the amount earmarked in this year's Budget is very meagre. Just
Rs.12 crores have been allotted whereas the project would entail a further Rs.50 crores of expense for its
completion. This

is route which attract pilgrim from all over the country round the year. But still no attention is paid by the Southern
Railway and the Indian Railways. | urge upon the Union Government to look into this.

In Vedaranyam Central region, quality salt is available in plenty. For want of broad gauge line, the salt produced
here could not be taken in time to different parts of the country. Our able Railway Minister can see for himself the
hindrance, it would be coming to halt the commercial and industrial activities could be carried out in this backward
area. | also urge upon the Railways to construct cold storage godowns in the coastal railway stations to preserve
fish and sea products.

Linking of Nagore-Karaikal-Mayiladuthurai via Tranguibar (Tharangampadi) is a crying need to be attended to by
the Railways. It would be mutually benefiting both the Railways and the public who can thrive with a fillip to their
economic activities.

Sir, when you compare the new lines laid in many States after the independence of the country, Tamil Nadu did not
get a better deal all these years. Most of the lines in Tamil Nadu were laid when the Britishers were ruling the
country. We are proud Indians, when are you going to make us happy Indians?

At a time when fossile fuels are becoming a depleted commodity, Railways must come forward to electrify most of
the operational routes. In far off areas as is done between Thiruvaroor and Vedaranyam more rail cars must be run.
This may attract the passengers to take to the Railways. This will help conserve the petro-product too. | request the
Railway Minister to run more regular rail cars between Nagore-Nagappattinam-Thanjavur. You may also take up
laying of a pilgrim railway route between Nagappattinam and Velankabnni which will definitely be a money-spinner
to the Railways. | fervently hope the prudent Railway Minster will consider this long-pending demand.



* Speech was laid on the Table.
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* SHRI KIRIT SOMAIYA (MUMBAI NORTH EAST): Sir, Railway Budget is common man's budget. While accepting the
challenge of competitive markets Railway Minister Hon'ble Shri Nitish Kumar has balanced the socialistic obligation
of the Railways with a motto "Railway for All"and also encourage the competitive atmosphere within the Railways.

Firstly, | would thank Hon'ble Railway Minister for sanctioning, providing Rs. 2 Crore for new Railway Station, i.e.
Nahur in Central Railway, Mumbai. After 35 years the Mumbai goes for a new Railway Station after Kanjur Marg in
1968.

I would urge Hon'ble Railway Minister to ask the concerned authorities to immediately invite tenders, start the work
and develop the new station "Nahur" in a record time. | would request Hon'ble Minister to have Bhumi Pujan during
the recess of Budget Session and get the station completed by the end of 2003.

Hon'ble Railway Minister has included a techno feasibility, passenger traffic survey for Kurla-Mahul section of
suburban lines of Central Railway, Mumbai. Let the survey be completed in 3 months. 10 lakhs people of that area
are urging and demanding to convert the existing goods line into passenger line. For the last 40 years Railways are
giving excuses, false explanation & figures. For the last 10 years in Parliament Railways has given reply that Kinson
Report has negated conversion of Kurla-Mahul goods line into passenger line, but the fact is that at Kinson Report
this section is never studied. They have never mentioned about that. Railway Authorities now compelled to state
that whatever they said in past 10 years are wrong.

The Kurla-Mahul, a stretch of 5 Km, can be used for passenger traffic as a shuttle services in the beginning. No large financial burden,
Railway track exists

for ideal spot, land available for development of Railway Halt Station. | would request Hon'ble Minister to ask the
concerned officials to start working into the conversion and do this on war footings.

Under the passenger amenities Hon'ble Minister has provided several small things which is going to benefit the
common commuters. Also provision for constructing roof on various platforms for 12 coach trains have been made.
My request to Hon'ble Minister is to complete this work on the local railway stations of Mumbai, i.e, Mulund,
Bhandup, Ghatkopar, Chembur, Vikhroli and Mankhurd.

Accidents on suburban Railways, particularly on the Railway stations Govandi, Kanjur Marg are increasing. Though
Railways have accepted construction of FOBs on these stations and financial provisions have been made but the
work is not being started. Instructions may be given to the Engineering Division, DRM of Central Railway Mumbai
Zone to not only start the work but also get is completed within this year.



Though ROB at Ghatkopar, Mumbai provided since long the tendering process is not completed. The work should
be started immediately and instructions be given to complete the same in a time bound programme.

Although PRS centers at Mulund (East), Mumbai is started the official approach road from the Main Road, i.e., Sota
Bhawan is not developed. Instruction be given to start the process and get the approach road completed.

| would appreciate the Hon'ble Minister's concern about MUTP. Kurla-Thane 6 Line Project is the only main project
of MUTP started well in advance. Due to lack of coordination and emphasis to complete the work in time bound
programme the work is delayed for 2 years. | would urge the Hon'ble Minister to ask the Railway officials to
complete the 5™ line work first. There are less than 100 small huts / encroachments to be removed, which can be
done within a couple of months. There is no hurdle to complete the work of 5t line between Kurla and Thane.
Railway officials are insisting to do simultaneously both 51 and 6" lines work. From the management and return of
investment angle any good planner would first complete 51 line, get it started and will try simultaneously to push 6th
line's work. Everybody know to complete the 6" lines work rehabilitation of more than 1200 hutments is to be done.
It will take 12 months for rehabilitation. Why the 5 line should suffer for unique behaviour of Railways? | would
urge you to ask the officials to take it on footings the 5" line work and get it completed by the end of 2003.

Bhandup (West) Booking Office and station area is developed. The remodeling and shifting of the nearby shops
needed to be completed in this year. The whole station will have a new look.

I would like to draw the attention of Hon'ble Railway Minister towards the harassment caused to the common
commuters. The commuters are paying prices for honesty. To purchase local train tickets for travelling of 20 to 30
minutes a passenger is compelled to wait in queue for 30 to 60 minutes. On major Railway Stations like Mulund,
Ghatkopar, Kurla the waiting period is more than 50 minutes. On Saturdays, Sundays and holidays on the Railway
Stations like Mankhrud to Kurla, Kurla to Mulund a passenger has to wait for 30 to 60 minutes. This causes
tremendous tension, pressure, harassment to ladies with children, senior citizens and common customers. The
coupon validating machines are total failure. Machines are not at all working. Coupons purchased by commuters
have to be rubber stamped once again on the ticket windows. There is a need to study this problem; a long-term
solution is to be sorted out. | would urge Hon'ble Minister to order Central Railway, Commercial Division, Passenger
Amenities Department to study the problem and take proper measures.

The ROB work at Ghatkopar is quite slow. The first ROB took 24 months. The construction work for new ROB is
started, there is a need to expedite the same. Instructions be given to Engineering Division and contractors to get it
completed within 9 months.

The passenger amenities needed to be updated on the Division like Mankhurd to Kurla, Kurla to Mulund. There is
lot of gap between platforms and coaches. Though financial provisions are made but work is not done. DRM
Mumbai be given instruction to complete the site study of all these stations from Mankhurd to Kurla, Kurla to
Mulund, prepare a plan and complete the same during 2003-04.

There is a longstanding demand of commuters from Bhandup and Mulund to have PRS centers. The principle,
which applies to other parts of the country, cannot be applied to the metro cities like Mumbai. As computerized
Season Ticket System already started on these 2 stations, it is easy to start PRS on these stations. The daily
commuters are more than 90000. The population in this zone is more than 7 lakhs each. If PRS is started daily
ticket purchase from this station will be more than 500 tickets (outstation). | would urge the Hon'ble Railway Minister
to ask the concerned authorities to start the PRS.

| once again thank Railway Minister for all the facilities extended to the people of Mumbai and support the proposal
of Railway Budget.

* Speech was laid on the Table

DR. C. KRISHNAN (POLLACHI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, thank you very much.

| am speaking on behalf of MDMK, which is headed by Shri Vaiko, who is presently in Vellore Jail for the past about
130 days.

There is a long standing demand of the people of my Constituency for the conversion of the metre gauge into broad
gauge. This is the route which is very much required by the poor man, business people, and industrialists. The
gauge conversion is required from Podanur-Coimbatore to Dindigul and Palghat, Kerala via Pollachi.



| have brought this to the notice of the Ministry of Railways and the Central Government on behalf of the concerned
Members of Parliament of those areas. This route has the potential for passengers as well as goods traffic. People
from all over India visit this area for business, tourism, and pilgrimage purposes. Palani for pilgrims, Kodaikanal - a
hill station near Palani - for tourists, and Top Slip - a wild life sanctuary also for tourists - are the worthy places to
visit. They are situated in my Constituency.

The transportation from Mumbai-Delhi-Kolkata to the southern parts of Tamil Nadu will also become easy relieving
the present crowded West Coast route. The commercial towns like Pollachi, Udumalpet, and Palani will get direct
access to all major cities throughout the country.

Agricultural products like rice, coconut, oil seeds, pulses, and textile goods are being transported by road presently
to all parts of the country from these areas. The general public residing in Coimbatore, Pollachi, Palghat, Palani,
and Dindigul will be benefited by the gauge conversion.

Apart from this, we require a few over-bridges at the following level crossings — Kinathukadavu—Pollachi, Thali
Road-Uadumalpet near Palani Andavar Mills, Kottur, Malaiyandi Pattanam—Valparai, and Combatore Kurichi Sidco
Industrial Estate Road—-Pollachi Main Road. The quota for the following trains at Udumalpet Railway Station should
be increased. For Cheran Express from six to 15, for Nilgiri Express from four to 15, and Kovai Express from four to
15. The Madathukulam Railay Station should be reopened.

Sir, | would request the Railway Minister to take up early steps to complete the broad gauge conversion project of
my area, which is a long felt need of the people.

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN (BALASORE): Sir, initially | was not very much inclined to speak but finding no other
speaker, | could not resist the temptation of speaking. Anyway, | would be very brief.

I just rise to thank the hon. Railway Minister from the core of my heart for, at least, two three things. The first thing
is that he has really tried to make the Railways accident proof. The Railways have introduced track circuiting and
new instruments in the engine which can detect if there is any other train on the same track within two kilometres
distance. | think the hon. Railway Minister has done an extremely good job to see that travelling by the Railways, in
future, is safe. Now, at least, some individual passengers would feel free to travel by the train.

| congratulate him for the freight rationalisation and for the rationalisation of the passenger fare. This was virtually
not done before. In all the previous years, the freight charges and the passenger charges were fixed in a very
whimsical manner. | would thank the hon. Railway Minister as now he has tried to become a system builder. He has
tried to bring in a systemic change through which what percentage of charge will be levied over and above another
class will be known to the public.

Everybody will know that while travelling by Shatabdi or by Rajdhani, they would have to pay this much percentage
of money. | would like to thank the hon. Railway Minister for this. It is because of this reason that the hon. Minister
has not increased the freight charges and in this way he has tried to reattract the goods that got shifted to the
roadway sector. | am sure in this process he would now certainly have to depend less on cross-subsidisation.

Sir, | would just like to make two to three suggestions. | would like to appeal to the hon. Minister that if this is the
year for passenger amenities — so many Members have spoken about so many things — then | would like to say that
the train information service should be improved. Whenever we want to know about the arrival or departure
information of trains and ring the given number, either nobody picks up the phone at the other end or if at all
anybody picks up the phone, the information would be that the train is on time. But when you reach the station you
would find that the train is either 45 minutes or one hour late. How does it happen? | would like to appeal to the hon.
Minister — he has done so many good things — to look into this aspect and improve upon the train information
system not only in the stations at the bigger cities but also in the stations at the smaller towns.

Sir, | do not know as to what the Railway Minister has done in regard to giving more powers to the RPF. Law and
order is a State subject. The hon. Minister must have talked to the Chief Secretaries of all the State Governments
through the Union Home Minister. | would like to appeal to him to make a very sincere effort in this regard so that
the RPF is given more powers with regard to handling the law and order problems in the trains. Let us not depend
on the GRP. All the discarded elements of the State police are sent to man the GRP. People should not have a
feeling that they are helpless while they are travelling by trains.

Sir, lastly | would like to mention about a few pending railway projects in my State. The major bottleneck in the State
of Orissa is the construction of bridges over Mahanadi and Birupa river in the Golden Quadrilateral from Kolkata to
Chennai. This portion from Kapilash Road to Barang is the only single line that exists in that sector because there
are four huge bridges that are to be built in this sector. It is because of this reason that a very important place in
Orissa, namely Cuttack is not being connected by many trains. Just one year before one fast passenger train that
was started from Kharagpur to Bhubneswar - it has fulfilled the aspirations of so many people in my district of



Balasore — does not go via Cuttack because of this technical difficulty. | was told that when the Britishers started
this Mahanadi bridge, it was completed within a period of two years. Now, the very planning and designing of this
bridge has already taken seven years. | would like to very earnestly appeal to the hon. Minister that he should give
priority and importance for the completion of the double line of this sector, namely the Kapilash Road to Barang.
The construction of the bridges on these two huge rivers of Mahanadi and Birupa should also be completed as
quickly as possible.

Sir, there is another train, namely the Hirakhud Express that runs from Bhubneswar to Koraput. | would like to
request the hon. Minister to extend this train up to Jaleswar, which lies at the extreme end of Orissa. This would
help connecting people from one end of the State to the other.

Sir, last but not least, the Talcher — Bimlagarh is a very important line and it is under construction for the last twenty
years. It should be completed quickly. Completion of Lanjigara-Junagada line and doubling of Titlagara-Lanjigara
section should be given due importance. In Jan-Shatabdi Express, food should be made optional. | would highlight
one specific problem in the Bhubaneswar-Howrah Jan-Shatabdi Express which has been introduced recently. It has
been running almost two-thirds empty because tickets are not issued up to the date of journey. The argument given
is that food is being provided in the train and unless one buys the ticket at least two days in advance, food cannot
be served. That is why the train is running two-thirds empty. | appeal to the hon. Minster that food should be made
optional in this train and daily ticket should be issued so that more and more people can travel in this train. These
are very popular trains which have fulfilled the aspirations of the people. They can travel in these trains in more
numbers provided tickets are issued everyday and also provided food is made optional.

Last but not least, | would like to mention that such a very good Budget has totally finished the business of
organising agitations against the Railway Budget in Orissa. For a long time every year it used to be the main
occupation of some people who are rendered jobless now! Year after year they used to get this job at least for two
months after the introduction of the Railway Budget. But, in the last two years that business has been completely
stopped in Orissa. For that reason and also for giving Rs.417 crore for all the projects in Orissa, | thank the hon.
Railway Minster.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : The House now stands adjourned till 11 a.m. tomorrow.

20.43 hrs
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock
on Thursday, March 6, 2003/Phalguna 15, 1924(Saka).



