Title: Discussion regarding problems being faced by farmers in various parts of the country raised by Shri Ram Nagina Mishra on the
7th December, 1999. (Concluded).
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">THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRIPRAMOD
MAHAJAN): Sir, Iwant to make a submission. As it was decided in the BAC, we have to complete this subject today. There are many
Members who want to speak, and we do not mind sitting late, whatever time it takes. So, if the Members wish, then we can extend the
time. We will make arrangements for dinner around 8.00 p.m. or 8.30 p.m.

">MR. CHAIRMAN: So, is it the sense of the House that we should sit till this subject is over?

">SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

">MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
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PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU (TENALI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | am thankful to you for having given me this opportunity to
speak on the agricultural situation in the country and also the problems being faced by the farming community in various parts of the
country. Sir, there is no doubt that tremendous progress has been made as far as agricultural production in the country is concerned.
But at the same time, we are not actually out of the critical situation with respect to agricultural production. One paradoxical issue is
that in 1951 the per capita foodgrain availability per day was around 467 grams and now, in 1998, that has just risen to 484 grams per
day per head.

">This speaks volumes to show whether we have tremendously achieved on the agriculture front or not. When it comes to the question
of nutrition, it is not merely the accessibility to the food which is to be considered. The country now should pay attention to the
accessibility to nutrition.So, as far as nutrition is concerned, the per capita availability of nutritious food in the country is around 2,200
calories per day per head as against the requirement of 2,600 calories. For a man to keep his body and soul together, the average
calorific value should be around 2,600 calories. So, this certainly speaks that there is a tremendous gap between the requirement of
the calorie and the supply of the calories to the people in the country. Here, if we just analyse that whether India is surplus in food
production or not - very often we claim that India is surplus in food production - where is the surplus? Even today, about 39 per cent
people are below the poverty line. What does it mean when about 39 per cent people in the country are not having adequate
accessibility to food? They are unable to take two meals a day. People who cannot afford to take two meals a day are below the
poverty line. So, when 39 per cent of the people are below the poverty line, whatever that is deprived to this section of the people is
what we are claiming as surplus food. So, this is what we are claiming as buffer-stock. Instead of calling it as a surplus stock, we can
very conveniently call it as the deprivation stock of foodgrains. It is the starvation stock of the foodgrains. So, whatever we above the
poverty line, if they have got accessibility to food, | think today there is no surplus in the food production. So, we have to march still a
long way to really achieve the surplus food production in the country. When this is the scenario, what exactly are the characteristics of
the agricultural production in the country? It is still the low productivity. the main reason. The low productivity has got several reasons -
right from the seed, right from the soil nutrients, right from the insecticides, fertilizers, the credit which are required for the crop growth,
proper technologies which are required for the farmer during the crop growth and also after harvest, the facilities that are provided
during the post-harvest technology as also for storage of foodgrains for a proper distribution of foodgrains, the equitable distribution
and the special distribution of foodgrains throughout the country. So, when this is the situation, as far as the investment in agriculture is
concerned, the public investment has gradually come down right from the First Plan Period to the Ninth Plan Period. During the First
Plan Period, agriculture along with its allied subjects has been allotted from the Plan Funds to the extent of 34.5 per cent of the
country"s fund.

">Gradually, by the Eighth Plan period, it has come down to 18.5 per cent. During the Ninth Plan period, it has still come down. Around
11 per cent or so is going to the agriculture sector. If you can just analyse, all private investment in agriculture should be preceded by
public investment. If public investment is trippled, there will no scope for any private investment also in agriculture sector. This is rather
very agonising to say that if at all there is any sector that has been neglected in the country, itis only the agriculture sector. My friend
has just now mentioned that 0.7 per cent is being invested in agricultural research and education. | think, itis still more. Last year, it
was only 0.54 per cent. When 0.54 per cent of the agricultural scientists in the country and what kind of agricultural technologies can
be generated. ... (Interruptions)

">We must be proud in this country that we have got the biggest and competent contingent of the agricultural scientists. The best type
of technologies have been generated. We are the donors. India is a 54 countries as far as agricultural technology is concerned. We
are second to none in the world as far as agricultural scientists are concerned. But the encouragement that is being given to
agricultural research and education is really very meagre. Very often, we have been mentioning that there should be tremendous
improvement in funds that are being allocated for agricultural research and education. Unless some autonomy is given to agricultural
scientists, agricultural technology cannot be generated to the extent required. Today, even the agricultural technology that is being
generated is not location-specific. A strain that has been released in Punjab might be suitable only for a particular district. Its
productivity can be sustained only in a particular pocket. Inthe next district, its performance will be very low.

Nowadays, the agricultural technologies have also been highly location specific. As the research used to be multiplied, the locations
are also to be increased. Otherwise, the same strain will not hold good throughout the country or throughout the State. As far as this is
concerned, there is very little encouragement for the agricultural scientists. | know very well the intricacies and the inner aspects of the
Indian agricultural research and education. There is very nominal encouragement for agricultural research. | will take this opportunity to
point out one aspect. Now, 52 years have passed since India achieved her Independence. There are very competent agricultural
scientists in this country. Show me an instance where the National Award like ‘Bharat Ratna" has been given even to one agricultural
scientist. There is none. Dr. M.S. Swaminathan is a renowned scientist all over the world. The entire country is looking at him for food
security.

Can he not be considered for the highest national award? Is it not an incentive to the entire agricultural scientist community in this
country, if one person is rewarded with this award? So, somehow a stepmotherly attitude is there towards agriculture in this country.
That is where we are really sorry to point out that there is a lot to be improved as far as this is concerned.



Sir, as regards fertilizers, though India is one of the biggest countries where 70 per cent of the population depends on agriculture, the
per capita, per hectare application of fertilizer is almost the lowest in this country. When compared to Japan, we are applying only one-
third of the total nutrient value. The NPK which we are applying is hardly one-third. Even if you correlate the productivity with the nutrient
application, we are just one-fourth with regard to productivity level when compared to Japan. The more you apply, the more will be the
productivity and the per hectare yield in the country, but we are not doing so.

Even in the recent past we have been hearing whatever the nominal subsidy of Rs.8,000 crore that is being provided to the fertilizer - |
do not know whether it is a fact or not the hon. Minister will clarify later -even that is likely to be withdrawn. If itis so, thenit is going to
be quite disastrous.

Now, the net area sown is not going to be increased in this country. There are several limitations. The only solution for this country is to
increase the productivity, the per hectare yield which requires good seed, good fertilizer, the highest nutrient value as far as fertilizer is
concemned... (Interruptions)

SHRIS. BANGARAPPA (SHIMOGA): Pesticides also.

PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU : |am coming to that. The pesticides are really in a very bad shape. These are some of
the areas where we have to improve.

As far as pesticides are concerned, as the senior Member Shri Bangarappa has pointed out, it is one of the worst areas as far as
Indian agriculture is concerned. The spurious pesticides are coming into the market. Though, several cases have been booked, not
one trader has been punished for that. There are several lacunae in the Pesticides Act of 1968. That is why, the Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh has written several times to the Central Government that amendments have to be brought in in this Pesticides Act. In
fact, we have been requesting the hon. Minister of Agriculture to bring suitable amendment in this regard.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please wind up now.

PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU : Sir, | am the only person who will be speaking on behalf of the TDP on this issue, which
is the fourth largest contingent as far as this Lok Sabha is concerned. Let me a take few more minutes. My friend, who spoke just now,
had mentioned that he was a Post-Graduate in Agriculture. Sir, | would like to inform the House that | have done Ph.D.. in Agriculture
having served for 26 years in this field.

MR.CHAIRMAN: You have made very valid points.
PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU : Sir, this Pesticides Act is to be amended.

Inthe Act, there are several lacunae. We are not able to punish even one trader, though we catch hold of them normally. That is why, it
has to be examined thoroughly. Amendments have to be brought. If any adulteration is there in the agricultural products, they should be
treated as economic offenders because the result of adulteration is realised by the farmers only at the end of the crop season.

The poor farmer will not be in a position to know whether he is purchasing the adulterated seed or the adulterated fertiliser or the
adulterated pesticide. lts benefits are otherwise realised at the end of the crop season after investing all his fortunes. Thatis the
reason why, many farmers are preferring suicide in view of the crop failure and also in view of the mounting debts.

The other field is credit, which is really alarming. What is the institutional credit arrangement that is being given to the agricultural
farming community? Now, if you take the total requirement of the agricultural credit to the farmers, 92 per cent of the farmers, who are
doing the agriculture, is depending only on credit and only 8 per cent of the farmers is pursuing agriculture with their own investment.
So, 92 per cent of the farmers is depending on agricultural credit. About 38 to 39 per cent of the credit requirements is being provided
by the institutional agencies and the remaining 61 to 62 per cent of the credit requirements is being provided by other agencies with
usurious rate of interest. We are not out of this peculiar situation.

Sir, you are quite aware about the RBI guidelines. The nationalisation of banks took place in 1969 for the first ime. That is, the State
Bank of India and its branches had been nationalised in 1969. Twenty banks were nationalised in 1969. Another six banks had been
nationalised in 1980. After the nationalisation, the guidelines that had been given by the RBI were that the minimum 18 per cent of the
net credit funds should go to the agricultural sector. Now, the situation is that only 11 per cent of the funds from all the nationalised
banks and the cooperative sector goes to agriculture. Who is questioning it? The RBI had given the guidelines. The Reserve Bank of
India is not punishing any nationalised bank. It has not pointed out to any nationalised bank as to why they are not able to meet the
stipulations laid down by the Reserve Bank of India; nor any Government agency is pursuing it. | would like to know whether any
Government agency is taking a review of the nationalised banks and also whether the credit requirement is being flown into the
agricultural sector. It is not so. This is the reason why the farming community is now starving for investment. That is the reason why
there is a low productivity in all the crops. This is the major reason.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude now.

PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU : Sir, | will take another five to six minutes. | will just touch a few more points and then
conclude.

Sir, lwill just deal with the National Agricultural Policy and the Credit Insurance together. Fortunately or unfortunately, this country
became Independent in 1947. Immediately in the next year, 1948, there was a National Industrial Policy. The National Industrial Policy
was formulated in 1948. Now we are in 1999. After 52 years of our Independence, the country is still waiting for the National
Agricultural Policy, where certain securities would be provided to the agricultural sector. It has not yet come up. There were
recommendations of Bhanu Pratap Committee and C.H. Hanumanth Rao Committee. They recommended to treat agriculture at par
with industry. None of these recommendations has been examined and no action has been taken.



Now, | have been hearing that the hon. Minister, Shri Nitish Kumar is very serious in bringing the National Agricultural Policy. It should
come. While bringing this National Agricultural Policy, | may make a mention at this juncture that there should be adequate protection
for the farmers. When the industry becomes sick, it will be referred to the BIFR. When the industry becomes sick, all its loans that have
been raised will be waived. That provision should also be there as far as the agricultural sector and the farmers are concerned.

Similarly, agricultural insurance. This is a long-felt need that a village should be treated as a unit while computing the losses in
agriculture and crop insurance should be extended to all the crops, to all the regions. At the minimum, the village should be treated as
a unit. A comprehensive crop insurance scheme has to be brought forth.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude now. There are a large number of speakers. We will have to conclude it today.

PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU : As regards agricultural prices, my friend has mentioned something about computing
agricultural prices. Who are the Members in the Commission on Agricultural Costs and Prices? How many representatives from the
farmers are there? How many regions are being represented? Agriculture is not unique in this vast country. There are several
disparities from one region to the other region, from one State to the other State, from ane crop to the other crop. How many farmers
are represented on this Agricultural Prices Commission? | suggest, let there be a regional Prices Commission so that the prices will
not be uniform throughout the country. The prices that are spelt out for Punjab may not hold good for Tamil Nadu or Kerala or Andhra
Pradesh. Let there be a regional Prices Commission so that the interests of the farming community and the crops can be taken up.

SHRIS. BANGARAPPA (SHIMOGA): How many farmers" representatives are there on this Commission?
PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU (TENALI): I have asked that question. | havejust now mentioned about it.
Mr. Chairman: He has already referred to that.

PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU (TENALI): How many Members are there? That is why, the number of farmers"
representatives on the Agricultural Costs and Prices Commission should be increased. The regional representation should be there.
Otherwise, the real picture will not get reflected in the computation of the costs. While computing the costs, even the risk the
managerial costs are to be taken. Otherwise, the agricultural prices will not get reflected.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU : | am concluding. This is the last point. Sir, regarding the transfer of technology and
extension services, at the highest level, the scientists are generating the technologies. Who is the actual contact person to hand over
this technology to the farmer? It is an assistant or somebody who will be transmitting this total technology to the farmer. By the time it is
handed over to the farmer, do you know what would be the amount of transmission losses of technology from the scientists to the
farmers? It is as much as 65 per cent to 70 per cent.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Prof. Ummareddy Venkateswarlu, please take your seat. There are a large number of speakers. We will have to
conclude today.

PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU : Lastly, as far as Andhra Pradeshis concerned, there are two issues.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please give this in writing to the Minister. You pass on this point to the Minister.

PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU : | will just mention itin a minute. Last year, as far as paddy is concemed, 1001-Grain was
classified as the fine variety. Now, for reasons not known, it is being converted as a common variety and the farmers are on hartal.
That has to be looked into.

The Government of India has encouraged palm plantation. All the farmers in the coastal area, not only in Andhra Pradesh but also in
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka have taken up this palm plantation. Now, you have been giving concession for all the imported palmolein
oil because of that these farmers are now finished. Palm farming communities are on the verge of destruction.

SHRIANIL BASU (ARAMBAGH): | would like to tell this for your information. All kinds of edible oils, from groundnut to palmolein, etc,
are going to be uproot this farming community.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have made your point. Please conclude.

PROF. UMMAREDDY VENKATESWARLU : My last point is that even sugar import is also taking place. Sir, with this, | am thankful to
you for giving me a few more minutes to speak. Thank you. (ends)

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have made very valid points.

MR. CHAIRMAN : I request the hon. Members to be brief because we have to finish the discussion today including the Minister"'s
reply.
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">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Hon. Members, the hon. Speaker has just mentioned to me that as there are a large number of speakers
to participate in this debate, | should give not more than 10 minutes to each speaker. After 8 minutes of every speech, the caution bell
will be rung. So, kindly stick to 10 minutes each.

SHRIA. KRISHNASWAMY (SRIPERUMBUDURY): Hon. Speaker, Sir, | am delivering my maiden speech. | am very much thankful and
grateful to you, to the respected leader Dr. Kalaignar and the people of my Sriperumbudur constituency for giving me an opportunity to
speak in this House.

">Even though our country is based on agriculture, our farmers are not well off after fifty years of Independence. The main problem of
our farmers is that they do not have a regular income. Most of the landless farmers are shifting from the villages to the towns because
they do not get employment in the villages. They are migrating to the towns. Some of the farmers stay in the villages without any
employment. The small farmers who are employed in the villages do not get sufficient wages from the landlords. So, they are not able
to plan their family life properly. For this reason, nobody is interested in the agricultural profession and in this situation, the landlords
face difficulties in finding agricultural workers. Due to lack of agricultural labourers in our country, cultivation is coming down. It is one
of the reasons why productivity of food grains has decreased this year compared to the previous years.

">The vagaries of nature continue to play havoc with the life of farmers; and, whenever crops have been bountiful due to shortage of
storage and food processing facilities, they have faced a slump in agricultural prices. In terms of supply shortfalls, it is not they but the
middlemen who have been active in making huge profits. To avoid profits being made by the middlemen, our respectable leader and
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has introduced a new scheme called "Uzhavar Chandhai", a farmers" market scheme.

">Through this scheme, the farmers can sell their produce directly, without the help of middlemen and obtain more profits. Itis
appreciated by all the farmers in Tamil Nadu. | request this Government to establish this scheme all over the country.

">The hon. Member who spoke before me, Shri Kaliappan, said that when farmers sustain snake bites, the Central and the State
Governments do not give any relief to them but in our State, our Tamil Nadu Government led by Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi gives
Rs.15,000 when a farmer dies of snake bite.

">Yet another problem faced by the farmer is the lack of adequate credit facility. The Government has to increase the credit facilities
and extend easy way credit facilities at low percentages of interest. Credit card facilities should also be extended.



">For higher productivity, a greater use of fertilizer is also important. Fertilizer consumption has gradually increased over the Eighth
Plan period because of the subsidy provided by the Government and low prices.

">As such, the Government has to take steps to eradicate the unemployment problem of the farmers and part-time employment
opportunities should be introduced in villages.

">The Government has to give security to their lives. Due to natural calamity, sometimes, they are facing heavy damages and losses
to their crops. To compensate them for their losses, the crop insurance scheme should be established properly.

">| feel that irrigation facilities should be increased. The Ganga-Cauvery rivers linking scheme will be a permanent solution to the
problems of the farmers. In Tamil Nadu, the State Government desilted all the rivers and lakes during the years 1996-97 and 1997-98,
to help farmers. In Tamil Nadu, we supply free electricity to farmers and this is in existence now to help irrigation.

">Lastly, farmers in most of the areas look dull and aimless with mental agony due to unemployment and lack of income. To
encourage them and to bring them to happy mood, the Government should implement a scheme in villages, to open recreation centres
and other facilities which are available in towns. This will bring happiness to them. If this is done, the farmers will not migrate to the
towns and they will concentrate on agriculture.

">| only expect that this Government will successfully solve the problems of the farmers and wipe out their tears. Thank you.
">(ends)
">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri P.C. Thomas Not present

">Shri Anil Basu Not present
Shri Kishan Singh Sangwan Not present

Shri Ramchander Bainda Not present
Shri Bir Singh Mahato Not present
Shri Ramesh Chennithala Not present
Now, Shri Sukdeo Paswan.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Col. (Retd.) Sona Ram Choudhary - Not present.

Shri Satyavrat Chaturvedi - Not present

Dr. Ramkrishna Kusmaria - Not present

Shrimati Jayashree Banerjee - Not present.

Now, Shri S. Bangarappa.

SHRIS. BANGARAPPA (SHIMOGA): Mr. Speaker, Sir, the subject under discussion is very very important in the sense that it relates
to the Plan or the subject matter that comes under the core sector or the priority sector of the Planning Commission.

">Sir, | want to tell one thing that within a short span of time, no hon. Member, to whichever party he may belong to, can devote his
ideas based upon the facts and figures in this august House while speaking. Therefore, | am also trying to attempt to touch certain
important and salient aspects of the subject, which is under very serious discussion.

">Sir, if | just look at the agro climatic conditions that are prevailing in our country, it is highly suitable for more production depending
upon the availability of the water resources. You will have to just give the support and attention to certain problems relating to support
price of the agricultural commodities and also make use of the available water resources including major, medium and minor



irrigation. Let me just go through the Plan periods after we attained our Independence.

">Starting from the first Plan period of 1951-56 to 1996-97, the Plan allocation for this sector has been maintained constantly. These
are all facts and figures supplied by the Planning Commission only. | am just giving out the percentage of agriculture and allied
activities in toto. Starting from 1951-56, the Plan outlay including the Plan expenditure has stood at 14.9 per cent. That is the Plan
outlay. The expenditure has stood at 14.8 per cent. What was the Annual Plan of 1996-977? It was stood at 13.5 per cent. If we just go
through the percentage of Plan allocation of 1951-56, it was 14.9 per cent. In 1996-97, it was 13.5 per cent. | am just giving, through
you, Sir, to the the Minister of Agriculture only one suggestion. What exactly is your case that you have made out for the coming
financial year? It is because the Budget is going to be presented in the coming month of February. Will you kindly just make out your
strong case before the Planning Commission to cross or go nearer to 20 per cent of the Plan allocation?

">Regarding your ability to spend well within the Plan outlay which is going to be fixed by the Planning Commission, | think you are
capable of spending more if it is approved by the Planning Commission. | know that you are capable. It means your Department is
capable. Therefore, | am giving you this suggestion. Before this Budget that is going to be presented by the Finance Minister, you
please make out your case before the Planning Commission and also before the Finance Ministry to go nearer to 20 per cent or cross
20 per cent of the total allocation. Unless you do this, | do not think you are going to achieve your targets of alleviating poverty or giving
more impetus to the rural folk so as to give them a decent livelihood and cross the level of poverty that you want to achieve. ltis only a
suggestion because | do not have much time to go into the details.

">What exactly are the areas that are to be concentrated upon now? The first one is production. Yes, it is depending upon the
availability of fertilizers including chemical fertilizers. | want to suggest one thing. On the production front, you cannot depend only upon
the chemical fertilizers for getting more production or more food output.

">Now, | suggest even the national fertilizers also will have to be taken into account. You give more priority to the other areas of the
fertilizers also along with the chemical fertilizers. Along with these things, this Plan outlay must touch upon animal husbandry, dairy
research, plantation, agricultural marketing, rural godowns, warehousing, food storage including cold storage for your floriculture or
fruit culture and something like that. The concept that we have thought of is not the one which Mahatma Gandhi has given to us. Now,
we are seeing that it is dwindling year by year or Plan by Plan. | should say it is going down. Actually, why was the charka thought of by
our Father of Nation, Mahatma Gandhi? He laid more emphasis on the rural way of thinking of getting more income by poor families
living in the rural areas. But | am yet to understand why actually this concept is given a clean go by.

">Therefore, | suggest you to give more importance for rural economy by giving more impetus to these areas.

">Then, as far as irrigation is concerned, | felt one thing. There are lakhs of tanks in each of the State. Desilting of tanks will go a long
way to give more water resources for the food output.

">During late Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru"s time, the industrial sector got a lot of importance. During late Shrimati Indira Gandhi"s time,
green revolution got a lot of impetus also. If you go through the Plan size and Plan outlay, you will find that the green revolution was also
achieved. So, what | suggest is that it has got to be maintained.

">You had made one statement that before the start of the Winter Session you would be bringing one Bill relating to plant protection
and protection of farmers" rights. Now, the Winter Session is going on. Have you thought of bringing that Bill or not? We are yet to
know about it. So, while replying, please touch upon this aspect also.

">8Sir, due to vagaries of nature, a farmer is unable to produce more. The marketing facilities are also not good and the rates given for
the foodgrains are not maintained.

">As far as Price Fixation Policy is concerned, you call a meeting at the national level wherein the farmers should be represented by
the representatives along with the elected Members of both the Houses. Please also call the scientists who are working in research
areas so that you will be able to make up your mind before you present the Budget of your Ministry in this august House.

">Sir, as far as taxing the agricultural sector is concerned, it is better that you give up the idea. If you start taxing this sector, then it is
going to give a lot of things on the other side rather than giving impetus to this area.

">As far as trade facilities are concerned, some hon. Members have already spoken. There are two areas. One is cooperative sector
and another is banking sector. As far as giving credit facilities to this sector is concerned, you please strengthen them.

">The last point | would like to touch upon is about the Indian Council of Agricultural Research. You please give all the strength to the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research because research is going to help us a lot in the future. Crop insurance sector will have to be
covered because the farmers are badly hit in this sector.

">As far as subsidies are concerned, please do not withdraw any of these subsidies given to this sector. Please continue to extend
your support as far as subsidies are concerned.

">These are the few suggestions which | wanted to make.

">Sir, with these few words, | thank you for giving me an opportunity to speak.
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SHRIANADI SAHU (BERHAMPUR, ORISSA): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the plight of the farmers has been agitating the minds of the
representatives of the people, and it is quite evident today. Vagaries of nature, successive and repeated failure of crops, distress sale
of agricultural produce and mounting debts had compelled or driven the small and marginal farmers to commit suicide. That is
because of the lackadaisical approach to the agriculture sector by successive Governments, right from the days of Independence.
Perhaps, the successive Governments are following the dictum "

rsTforeT SEd w@nEt, aewan Fie s )
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">They did not give much importance to agriculture and, perhaps, they gave more importance to commerce and industry. That is why,
we have had all these difficulties over the years. In order to rectify this defect, the National Democratic Alliance, in its agenda for
governance, has clearly indicated that they would earmark 60 per cent of the Plan funds for public investment in agricultural, rural
development, irrigation etc.

">Hon. Member, Shri Bangarappa, is not here. He has raised this point. t would be quite interesting for you to know that 60 per cent of
the Plan outlay would be earmarked for agriculture. Last year, 58 per cent had been allocated in the Budget for different agricultural
works.

">Due to time constraint, | would like to confine myself to Orissa. We have had two successive cyclones. Whatis the plight of the
farmers there, before and after the cyclone? | would only stress upon that. We have had distress sales earlier in potato, cabbage,
tomatoes etc. Last year, the Government of India had allocated funds for setting up small cold storages and godowns and funds had
been given to the State Government, but till now no action has been taken. Last year, the Government of India had allocated Rs. 150



crore out of Rs. 450 crore, over a period of three years, for sinking shallow tube wells and for giving credit to the primary agriculture
cooperative, But |am sorry to say, maybe, | am treading upon the toes of the State Government and my friends there would take it
amiss, that nothing has been done . Now, after the cyclone, it may be seen that the bovine species have almost been wiped out of the
Eastern sector. Till now, no steps have been taken to provide livestock to the farmers in the Eastern sector as a result of which it will
be very difficult for them to revive the agricultural sector. Take the case of the betel vine where drip irrigation is most important.

">No lift irrigation has started yet because more than 70 per cent of the lift irrigation points have not been energised. Whatever we
may say, it would create problems for the farmers in Orissa. Added to it, there is shrinkage of arable land because of rapid
urbanisation and industrialisation.

">Sir, | would just give one example where the TATAs were given 7,000 acres of best agricultural land in my constituency for setting up
of a steel plant. Out of that 7,000 acres, 4,000 acres have already been taken over by the TATAs and the TATA project is a still born
project. No work has been done. My submission here now is that the Central Government may give a directive to the State
Government to retrive the land and the land which had been given for setting up of a steel plant should not be allowed to be used for
any other purpose. The Government may resume the land and set up a cooperative in the farming sector so that all those people who
have lost their land could be asked to go in for agricultural produce again in that area. The distressed conditions are such that people
require more land for producing more food.

">Sir, the minor irrigation projects have been a failure. Itis only because there is no work the tail-end gets no supply of water to the
land and whatever money is being given that is going down the drain. Water cess is being taken but sufficient water is not being
provided as a result of which the farmers are facing a lot of difficulty. We may say many things. We may say that we have set up minor
irrigation projects; we may say that sufficient ayacuts have been provided but ayacuts do not get water and that is most important.

">Sir, my friend have said about seed procurement, prices, distress sale and all those things. | would not like to dilate on that. The
most important aspect of my telling these things is that Government of India has been thinking of many different plans. Since
agriculture is a State subject | do not know how the Government of India can impose itself on the States to take up a particular work by
the States. In my case in Orissa, the Government diverts the funds.

">8ir, | gave the example of the TATAs. Rs. sixty three crores were given last year for 21 [TDA districts where there are tribal blocks.
Out of that Rs. sixty three crore the Government of Orissa has sent only Rs. 21 crore to the 21 districts till date before the cyclones. |
came to know that the rest amount has not yet been sent to different districts for taking up different work for the tribals. This is just one
instance. There are many other instances where funds provided by the Central Government are not being properly utilised for
amelioration of the conditions of the farmers.

">So, my request now is that the Government of India may think of giving more funds for irrigation facilities in the post-cyclone
conditions to Orissa and may supply different types of saplings for the Cash crop like coconuts from Koshi. The Government of India
could send sufficient number of saplings and sufficient number of coconut plants to Orissa so that something could be done. High
breed variety plants and seeds should also be given.

">Sir, earlier also | have made a request that the Government of India may give Rabi crop seeds free of cost to the farmers of Orissa.
The Orissa Government is charging 50 per cent of the money from the farmers for providing Rabi crop seeds. What is the necessity
for it? Why is this niggardly attitude of the State Government? In this particular aspect | would like to appeal to the hon. Agriculture
Minister to give sufficient seeds free of cost to those people who have been ravaged by the cyclone. Since the bell has already rung, |
conclude my speech here.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: All those people whose names were called but were absent, they would now be getting their chances at
the end.
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">...1.5 per cent of the area but we are contributing more than 65 per cent of the foodgrains in this country.

"ETE= 9 AT 9@ € i 9 s € % 9 w1 (S SRl $1 181 € A9 0% wee FFEEE SEEA T 9% €)1 #9 9ewl 9sA Al 9ikg
Raval av we o faed TEl, |ee, e, fou sl waeEs A @ R w3 o @i et At F | it wiew dwn w1 R gt ear gene ®
wfa = feran @ T uia sivarad & am fewn, ale, a6, =@ aiv wow € 51 &w WHe 3 wig 3a1 911 § a9 i 95 =it §@ o a9 @
el € i = #A1 greikt e 9 % fear ox e | 9 o= F s 'k e 2, A fearee | w1l g @ att 9 s s 'l
e €1 waferd f se-nm awar € s

l!>
">t is written in our Constitution that any person can have property anywhere in the country.
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Ninety per cent of the land of Punjab has been mortgaged.
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If we compare our per capita production with Japan and other countries
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We have no surplus water to share. Eighty per cent of our water is going to Rajasthan and Haryana. We have no further water to share.
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We have struggled together and we have fought together on many issues. This is a very important issue.
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THE MINISTER OF POWER (SHRI P.R. KUMARAMANGALAM): Sir, situation simply is that | would love to see that every village in
Bihar is electrified and REC is the most willing to cooperate. But it is the only State in India where we have coined a new term called
‘de-electrification of villages", that is the villages which are given electricity again land up without electricity after some time. We have
found that almost 12,000 villages have come into this classification. So, | have ordered a CBlinquiry to check it up.
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SHRIP.R. KUMARAMANGALAM: Sir, | assure the former Minister and the senior Member of Parliament that if he gives a guarantee
that those works will be done -- personally, | am not talking on a political basis -- | will see that the money reaches the Bihar State
Electricity Board. My fear is that any money we give them goes into a deep well. You cannot see the end of it. If he can assure me that
he can see that money would be spent properly, | would be the first one to see that the money reaches there.
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SHRIANIL BASU (ARAMBAGH): Sir, this is a very serious thing. The Minister is misleading the House. What happens is that
whenever some allocation is made from REC, that amount is adjusted against the outstanding amount of the State.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: | do not want any discussion on this.
... (Interruptions)

SHRIP.R. KUMARAMANGALAM: Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, will you say that it is done properly?...(Interruptions) Will you face
the privilege motion?...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Anil Basu, when you get the chance, you can speak.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Let him conclude how.

&, vEw war faw - 7= |/ "etya s 94 fae 9 @) w9 foe 95 e R # $8 s1 wifen) wewiiar 951 % feg o 55 St 58 570
Fhm naiuE £ 51 9@ €1 ZHTier=i G 8 [9E1 9o $33 1 gisEn ot oo %1, 3@et o6t ds g e @) gie 56t =it 51 5w 9 | 5t ==
AT Jife Y1 AT ATIAA BES FiorN 1 A G Aol Fmam s

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record now.

(Interruptions)*

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, nothing is going on record now.
(Interruptions) *
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You can write to the Minister.
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">SHRIM.O.H. FAROOK (PONDICHERRY): Sir, the discussion can be spilled over till tomorrow. It is already eleven o"clock and there
are still many more Members to speak. How are we going to manage it?

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Ten more Members are there, apart from the thiteen Members whose names were called and who were
not here. Most of them are now here again. | do not know how we are going to finish before 12 o"clock. I think we will have to do
something. If all those Members whose names were called can lay their speeches on the Table and if these ten Members take five
minutes each, then only we will be in a position to finish. Otherwise it will be very difficult to do so because most of the Members are
now sitting here and Minister"s reply is also going to be there.

">SHRIM.O.H. FAROOK : Why do we not have it tomorrow?
">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: How much time you need, Shri Nitish Kumar?

">THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRINITISH KUMAR): It all depends upon you, Sir. MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Let me hear
the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs also.



">THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI SANTOSH KUMAR GANGWAR): Sir, there is a lot of business and we do not
have much time left for that. So, we want that this discussion should be over today.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: If the House agrees, then | shall ask the Minister to reply.
">SHRIM.O.H. FAROOK : We have no objection at all, Sir.
">SHRISANTOSH KUMAR GANGWAR): Sir, if the Members want, they can lay their speeches on the Table.

">SHRIM.O.H. FAROOCK : Sir, we are taxing the MPs., the officers and all others concerned. There was an understanding to stretch it
out till eleven o"clock. But then you are stretching it again. Let us sit for the whole day. Our mind also should work. | cannot understand
why the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs is pressing too hard for this. It is not that we do not want to cooperate; we are prepared to
cooperate.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: | think all the parties have participated. If the House agrees, | shall now ask the Minister to reply. Not a
single party is now left out. What the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs has suggested is true also. We have a very lengthy list of
business to be transacted. How many days are left now? So, if the House agrees, | shall call the hon. Minister to reply.

">SOME HON. MEMBERS: No, Sir.
">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You see, | called the name of Shri Athawale but he was not present here.

">SHRIANIL BASU (ARAMBAGH): Sir, since six 0"clock when the discussion started, | have been sitting here. For a few minutes only
| went outside.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Whether it is five minutes or ten minutes, Shri Basu, | called your name but you were not here. | do not
know whether you were here or you were outside. | called hon. Member, Dr. Kusmaria"s name. He was not here; he is sitting here
now. Shri Athawale"s name was called, Shri Mahale"s name was called. All these names were called. Whether you were in the Lobby
or outside elsewhere, | do not know that.

">| do not know that. | called all of you. You were not here.

">... (Interruptions)

">SHRIANIL BASU (ARAMBAGH): No sir. It is not that. | was here. ...(Interruptions)

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : To be fairto all ...

">_.. (Interruptions)

">SHRIM.O.H. FAROOK (PONDICHERRY): Sir, my submission is that we can take up the reply tomorrow.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Let me tell you one thing. Either the House has to resolve that the hon. Minister will give his reply now or

">... (Interruptions)

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : We may have to sit for at least two more hours. There are still 23 Members.
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">Sir, the Members will not be able to have their food.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Members have gone and they have been taking their food.

">SHRIJ.S. BRAR: Sir, my only concemn is that those Members who have given their names should be allowed to speak. ltis only
possible if we take it up tomorrow.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Shri Brar, | came and occupied the Chair at 8 p.m. ltis almost three hours that | have been sitting here.
We are only conducting the business of the House. Some Members are taking undue time and delaying. The same things are
expressed. After all, if the cooperation comes from both the Government and the Opposition, then only we will reach to a point. My



suggestion is that one or two persons from this side and the other side may speak. If the Government also cooperates, we will
conclude this early by calling one Member from this side and another from that side. We will take some 15-20 minutes and then we will
ask the hon. Minister to reply. He can reply to it if all of you cooperate.

">SHRIANIL BASU : Sir, we are cooperating from the very beginning. This is an important discussion. Almost 70 per cent of our
population is undergoing this problem. ...(Interruptions) All the nation"s economy is in peril.
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">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Shri Anil Basu, from your Party Shri Roy has spoken.
">SHRIANIL BASU : Sir, he has spoken only half portion. He has not made all the points.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Members from your Party and their Party have spoken. | called Shri Tur from Shiromani Akali Dal who
has participated in the debate now. Members from almost every Party have spoken. If you cooperate, one or two persons from each
side can be allowed.

">SHRIANIL BASU : No Sir, we have not taken our food. We have made our points. ...(Interruptions)

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : If you do not, then one of you may come and relieve me. You conduct the House till one o" clock and then
let the Minister reply. After all, | am also a human being. | am sitting for three hours. | cannot sit more than that. There should e some
cooperation from every quarter.
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">SHRIANIL BASU : Sir, all the legislative business will not consume much time. They are all very small Bills. ...(Interruptions)

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : All of you are talking the same things.

">THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRIPRAMOD
MAHAJAN): Sir, we have to pass the Supplementary Demands. The Demands for Railways are there. These are the financial matters.
These have to be completed. ...(Interruptions) Let me complete. If you want me to talk, then let me talk. Otherwise you speak and | will
listen. ...(Interruptions)

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You hear the hon. Minister now.
">SHRIANIL BASU : Sir, the Supplementary Demands for Railways are coming on Monday.

">SHRIPRAMOD MAHAJAN : Sir, if you recall, the discussion under Rule 193 is allowed for two to two-and-a-half hours. All subjects
are important. | do not say that this subject is more important than that subject. All subjects are important. We scheduled this for
yesterday. Yesterday due to some other business we could not complete it. We scheduled it again for today. We have given almost
double the time which was due.

">8Sir, we know that the Supplementary Demands for Grant (General) and then Supplementary Demands for Grant (Railways) have to
be passed. There are some other Bills pending. All these Bills have to go to Rajya Sabha. We have to discuss WTO.

">Whenever any discussion starts, people say that this is the most important discussion under the sun and they want maximum time

forit. It is not possible. Let us complete it today. | think, Members from all the political parties have spoken. Let the hon. Minister
answer it. People can speak on some other subject. This is not the end of the day today. ....(Interruptions)
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SHRIPRAMOD MAHAJAN: We are discussing Supplementary Demands for Grants tomorrow. Even people can raise the issue of
farmers in that.
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They will get ample opportunities to speak about it.
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He should not say that they will be able to speak tomorrow. They will never get a chance to speak.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, | am telling you that Shri Athawale and this gentleman was not here. These two were not here. | called
them. Mr. Basu was also not here.

SHRIANIL BASU : Whatis my fault? | could have been called later. ....(Interruptions)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You were not here. That is your fault.

SHRIANIL BASU : For a few minutes, | went out and that too to the toilet. Is it unnatural for a Member? How are things going on in this
House?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Thirteen Members were absent. Had all of them gone for call of the nature?

SHRIANIL BASU : The hon. Minister told that dinner will be offered, let the discussion be completed today. Now, he is changing his
stand. How are things happening in this House?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, let us decide five minutes for every Member. There are four or five Members to speak. Now, this
gentleman, Shri Natchiappan, Shri Basu and one Member from the other side will speak.
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SHRIE.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN (SWAGANGA): Respected Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the problems of the agriculturists in my
constituency are many, even though there are 3,400 irrigation tanks within a radius of 10,000 square kilometres. You can call my
constituency a “Lake City" because all of them were naturally formed. If the monsoon is regular for two or three times, then the rain
water fills up all these 3,400 irrigation tanks. These types of tanks were not properly maintained. Therefore, | suggest that the Ministers
of Agriculture, Water Resources, Rural Development, Environment and Forests should sit together and formulate an integrated
scheme so that we can get good crops every year, and at the same time, the ground water level can also be improved by this method.

">The European Commission has already granted a certain amount, but it was not spent on all the tanks; it was spent only on three or
four tanks. Therefore, there should be an integrated programme so that this aspect could be properly looked into. Ina writtenreply to a
question, it was mentioned that the National Water Development Agency has plans to link all the rivers in the Southern peninsula. The
Government should take it up as a challenging project because it will help people in all the Southern districts of Tamil Nadu in getting
water throughout the year. It will also benefit the people as they can go in for more crops. Thank you.

SHRIANIL BASU (ARAMBAGH): Sir, the year 1999 can be named as a “year of agony” for the Indian farmers. When we are entering
into the next millennium, the farmers of different strata, that is, poor, marginal and big farmers, are facing unprecedented crisis in our
country.

">Before going to my main point, | want to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister, through you, about a very important problem which
my State is facing. Now, the Rabi cultivation has started. The IFFCO, the public sector fertiliser company, could not send fertilisers to
West Bengal because there were no rail rakes available with them. Twelve rail rakes are required to send fertilisers to West Bengal. If
those rail rakes are not made available to IFFCO, then the whole Rabi cultivation in West Bengal would suffer. | think, the hon.
Agriculture Minister would take up this issue with his colleague the Railway Minister.

">| do not know as to what is his term with the hon. Railway Minister. It is because after a lot of push and pull only my good friend Shri
Nitish Kumar has been chosen by Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the hon. Prime Minister to head the Ministry of Agriculture. But there are
reports in the print media and there is an apprehension also that his present dispensation is an ad hoc one and he is looking forward
to the coming Assembly elections in Bihar. If the BJP and the Samta Party combine succeeds in Bihar, then he would have a major
role to play there. | do not know as to how well he would do in this Ministry but | wish him well.

">8Sir, the main problem, besides land, is the problem of irrigation, good seeds, fertilizer, credit, storage, marketing and support price.
These are the areas where the farmers of our country are facing crisis. After liberalisation and globalisation new challenges are
emerging in the agriculture sector.

">Now, the question is, how to deal with these emerging challenges? How to equip our farmers to deal with these challenges? |am
sorry to say that the Union Agriculture Ministry has so far failed to equip our farmers to meet the new challenges.

">Sir, lam in complete agreement with the views expressed by Prof. Ummareddy Venkateswarlu of the Telugu Desam Party. | also
support my senior colleague, Shri Raghuvans Prasad Singh. When he was the Minister he tried very much to separate and create an
autonomous institute known as the ICVR which would have been separate from ICAR. I think, the present Agriculture Minister should
give importance to this proposal of creating a separate autonomous institute as the ICVR. The veterinary section should be separate
from the ICAR.

">8ir, there is no legislation, even after 52 years of our Independence, for the agricultural workers who are the backbone of the
farmers. There are about 11 crores of agricultural families in this country. Through their sweat and toil, the farmers are feeding the
people of this country. But these agricultural workers, who mostly belong to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
community, are being neglected. There is no legislation for them. We have tried to do something for them in the State of West Bengal.
We have introduced pension and provident fund for the farmers. Such type of schemes should be started throughout the country for the
farmers. The Central Government must take an initiative regarding taking up this issue at the Central level.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude now.

">SHRIANIL BASU : After liberalisation about 1300 items have been put under OGL and several commodities such as rice, wheat,
sugar are being imported. | am told that rice is now coming to the Bombay port and after unloading price of rice is about Rs. 700 per
quintal, that is, Rs. 7/- per kg. The scenario that is emerging after the WTO, liberalisation and globalisation is adversely affecting our
whole economy. The Union Agriculture Ministry is not prepared to face up to these challenges. That is why there is so much frustration
among the farmers of our country. More than 100 farmers have already committed suicide. The farmers of Andhra Pradesh, Punjab -
those provinces which are very much developed in agriculture -- have committed suicide. Why is itso? Itis because they are very
much frustrated. There is a vicious circle of debt and repayment for which the farmers are suffering. Now, the Government now is
boasting of issuing credit cards.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude now.

">SHRIANIL BASU : How many credit cards have so far been provided to the farmers? In my constituency there are four lakh farmer
families.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You reserve something for the general budget discussion tomorrow and conclude now. Otherwise, | will



be compelled to stop you.
">SHRIANIL BASU : | will conclude shortly, Sir.

">Before coming to attend this Session, Itried to collect information in this connection. | found that only 1400 credit cards have been
distributed so far by the nationalised banks. That comes to not even 0.4 per cent of the number of families. Therefore, | want to tell hon.
Nitishiji that pious platitudes will not work. Farmers are suffering very much. With the emerging challenges due to liberalisation and
globalisation and with what happened in Seattle very recently, if we do not come forward to equip our farmers to meet the new
challenges, our agricultural economy would be put in peril. | charge that this Government has no responsibility towards the farmers.
Even the National Agriculture Policy has been formulated after the emerging challenges.

">MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Will you please conclude now?
">SHRIANIL BASU : I will speak only one sentence more, Sir.

">To face these challenges, the Union Ministry of Agriculture must come forward with a new agriculture policy taking into consideration
the challenges before the Indian farmer to help him to resolve these challenges.
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SHRIK.H. MUNIYAPPA (KOLAR): Hon. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, 80 per cent of our country''s total population belongs to the farming
community. Therefore, | request the hon. Prime Minister, the hon. Finance Minister and the hon. Agriculture Minister to allot 80 per cent
of the total Budget for the farming community.

">Sir, nowadays, the floods and famine have become a routine feature in one State or the other in our country. Thousands of crores of
rupees are being spent every year to curb the problems of floods and famine but nothing concrete is coming out.

">8ir, most of the Himalayan peninsula is full of water. Almost, all the northern region rivers like Ganga, Yamuna, and other rivers like
Brahamputra are always overloaded, and they are all floods prone rivers whereas all the southern region rivers like Godavari and
Cauveri are dry rivers almost all the seasons, there is no water available. In this regard, a project on the linkage of rivers Himalayas,
Ganga and Yamuna with the southern region rivers like Godavari and Cauveri is long pending since 1982 with the Government of
India. This project should be completed soon. My plea is that if this project is completed, there will bo no floods in the northern India
and on the other hand there will be sufficient water in the southern region rivers which remain almost dry every time. If this project is
completed, the entire country will be benefited, and our farmers of southern region will also be able to produce sufficient foodgrains
with better and better irrigation facilities. With the availability of sufficient water, the farmers of southern India will be able to produce
spices crops, coffee and tea in huge quantum. With the result, we may increase export of these products. This way, we can earn more
foreign exchange as well.

">8Sir, 30 per cent of the people of this country have no two square meals. That is why | urge upon that if we have linkage of rivers, we
can have the water available everywhere in the country. This way, our farmers will be able to produce more and more foodgrains, and
there will not be any shortage of foods. Everybody will have his meals. There will be self-sufficiency in the country.

">Sir, half of the area belonging to the southern States, viz., Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu is a dry land area. The
farmers there, are living in a very distressing situation. In most parts of Karnataka, especially, in my constituency, Kolar, the water table
has gone down by 500 feets to 600 feets. | request that the hon. Agriculture Minister should pay a kind attention to this problem. One
remedy to solve the water problem in Karnataka is desiltation of tanks. More than 10,000 tanks in Karnataka are silted. | therefore,
request that the Central Government should come out with some concrete proposals, they may take the help of World Bank, if
necessary, to take the desiltation of tanks.

">Sir, my next point relates to marketing facilities. The Governments in USA, Britain and Holland are giving full protection to their
farmers. If there is no market of the products of their farmers, their respective Government will come forward and purchase those
products from them in order to save them from hardships. Similarly, our Government also should come forward by way of giving
protection to our farmers. This way, our country will be benefited a lot. Prices stability will also remain there.

">Lastly, in Karnataka, we are producing a huge amount of vegetables like Potatoes and Onions, and fruits like Mangoes, which are
all perishable items. But the problem is that there is no sufficient cold storage facilities available. We want more and more cold
storages to be built there to help the farmers. It will also be in the interest of the State.

">So, | request that the hon. Agriculture Minister should take some steps to protect the farmers of our country. With these words, |
conclude. ">
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If public investment in agriculture is reduced and if the Union Government withdraws its role in regard to public investment in
agriculture, that will be a black day for our country.

st =it FAR : WA e |3 A ' e F = A ata @ € wfee @ asa @ 5 oama St am awe T 9w d) s st e
Hierd € A @9wd | €1 o1 19 §9A € € 9% §H %1 $§T11 9 ¢HRI W19 €, 91 eHRT Y €, 369 U6 @I a9 1 9 €, 369 §9 A9 vaw
g ®{d €, TET Aat a9 14 ¢ 0 FEA 1 Oeers g € fE oo ot a9 w1, a7 3o 7 =i 2 il o a9 feae 8@ agEt = srgeie 57,
a9 feamar @ 99W 1 IEA AR 3 FT F™ 9 F1 f0Q SET €A1 W TSR @ IS TE A @ gisEn |1 Al fad € ™ | 0 =t g
g1

IaTeE ", afeers sehwede ol s wifew) afeers seiwde ge &1 9a %1 §1 W1 €, 92 &1 @arer $810 991 gien €, «Afes gAwr ot g%
1 € T =1l geltwede € s gaia =T € sust ait serE i) §9 of Usal &1 9191 955 S0 Wed €1 Ual $1 w918 Thedl o1 9Ed €
fores & s feama @ o s avsst $1 ateg a9, #ifea 399 Tl S1 |@igen g WH 5% U9 O 950 BIEE 38T

4 g« =i |t gt

... (=EymE)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, Shri Anil Basu is not able to understand. After five or ten minutes many hon. Members will not be able
to understand. So, instead of addressing the Members, please address the Chair.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Akhilesh Kunwar Singh, you are a new Member. You can interrupt and speak only if the hon. Minister is
ready to yield.
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Shri Anil Basu, please let me complete. ...(Interruptions) If you want the details about the "Rashtriya Krishi Bhima Yojna", lam
prepared to give it.

If you are ready to sit, | can go on for hours and hours together.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Hon. Minister, you can pass on this information to the Member.
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2354 hours
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on

Thursday, December 9, 1999/Agrahayana 18, 1921 (Saka).



