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Title: Further discussion on the Motion of Thanks on the President™™"s Address initiated by Dr. Vijay
Kumar Malhotra and seconded by Dr. S. Venugoal on the 7" March, 2001.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE (BOLPUR): Mr. Chairman Sir, like the previous years under this
Government, the President™""'s Address, which is a very solemn constitutional occasion under our set
up, has become almost an empty ritual. The Address this year has the distinction of having the length of
boring proportions but no depth, and reads like a contrived compilation of the so-called achievements of
different Ministries without any credible content.

| cannot but sympathise with our most respected Rastrapatiji as he had to go through a concoction full of
rigmaroles, containing nothing but a litany of shibboleths and inanities. When | was listening to the
speech and also went through it, it seemed nothing but statements of different Ministries as to what they
have supposedly done and what they are going to do. It gave the impression that the Ministries are all
now working under the omnipresent PMO vying with each other to get some mention in the Address only
to make their presence felt.

In the present dispensation of Vajpayee Variety, the entire constitutional system of which the full Cabinet
is responsible has been subverted by the throttling and overbearing presence of the PMO, which has
become the biggest agency of all sorts of people from power seekers to power brokers and what not.
They are acting as minions of some shady industrialists and business houses. Obviously, we cannot
assume that the hon. Prime Minister is ignorant about it.

The Cabinet system of Government is the very basis of our constitutional set up.

But Sir, this very important system of Cabinet responsibility is being deliberately sabotaged today. And
the Ministers are acting as mere obliging satraps of the PMO which, for that matter, is controlled by two
or three persons whose names | need not disclose as they are known to everybody. They are the people
who have no constitutional responsibility and are working really as extra-constitutional authority in this
country. The power centre under this Government has shifted from the Ministries to the PMO and
different Ministries and Departments are acting as mere executive agents, administrative officers of the
Prime Minister's Office. They are implementing their dubious decisions taken at the behest and for the
benefit of the selected few in this country.

Sir, what has happened and what is happening has been very graphically set out and disclosed in a well-
circulated magazine in this country named The Outlook which has showed how governance in the
country is being manipulated and controlled at the highest level and has almost been taken over by the
people who have no accountability to Parliament at all. The result is, today the Cabinet system of
Government has been decimated and the victims are transparency in administration as well as probity.

Recently, we have seen how a conscientious and a well-known officer had to tender his resignation. | am
referring to the case of Dr. E.A.S. Sarma. There is a reason for my referring to this case. | am not trying
here to espouse the cause of only a single officer. But it is now disclosing the state of affairs which has
affected the entire administrative set-up. And that is why, Parliament is also being ignored steadily. We
are discussing the President's Address in the absence of the Prime Minister and even the Home Minister
who are conspicuous by their absence which shows that they treat this House probably as an
unavoidable appendage or unavoidable nuisance. And because they have been able to contrive a
majority and are leading a motley combination, they need not bother about Parliament and the Ministers
are also too happy to dance to the tune of the PMO or the GoM, as it is called. They are more concerned
probably with playing holi, if they get an opportunity, in the lawns of 3, Race Course Road or 7, Race
Course Road for that matter! So, this has become a very serious matter. An officer who has been known
for his uprighteousness and conscientiousness was made to resign. In his 36 years of service, he was
transferred 22 times and he has said that the trouble began when the PMO crossed its avowed objectives
of monitoring the activities of different Ministries and informing the Prime Minister about what was going
on. Now, it has taken over the role of the Ministries and Departments.

14.00 hrs.

The Departments are told what to do or not to do. | know that there will be some feeble protests
somewhere. In the heart of hearts, they know what is being said is absolutely correct.

Dr. Sarma has said and nothing has ever been said against him.



"The immediate fall-out of the PMO's present role is that Ministries have stopped applying their
minds and have begun to depend more and more on the directives from the PMO. Business
lobbies like Reliance, Essar and the Hindujas have begun to exert their influence on the PMO
and this is not a desirable trend."”

He says:

"When the roles and responsibilities of the Ministries and the PMO get blurred, as is the case
now, lobbying becomes the order of the day. All this erodes the credibility of the Government."”

He says further:

"Unhealthy lobbying is known to take place through brokers and intermediaries. This can have
dangerous implications and can even be a threat to our democracy "

Then, he has named two gentlemen. | do not wish to read here those things. He has referred to the fact
that how the Hirma Project was sought to be manipulated and sought to be utilised for the be nefit of one
business house to get undue favours. Ultimately, for some reasons, it has not yet been done. Dr. Sarma
has said how these big industrialists have been calling them; trying to talk to them and create influence.
He says and | am quoting it:

"They are very close to those in power. It was the Hindujas who got me out of the Power
Ministry. "

Sir, | know Shri Suresh Prabhu is a very dear friend of ours. | have a lot of affection for him. | have
developed a lot of affection for him. But he cannot do anything. He has to sign on the dotted lines. Shri
Prabhu, because of your leader, you may not lose your position just now. But they are not happy with
you. | know of it. Dr. Sarma says further:

"When | was Power Secretary, | tried to straighten these fellows out who were pushing for
counter-guarantees. And then one fine morning, | was transferred."”

Uptil now, the Government has not come out with its own version. A serious charge has been made
against a very senior civil servant against whom nobody has spoken anything....(Interruptions)

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN (BALASORE): Sir, has he taken the permission from the Chair to quote from
the Outlook?

SHRI CHANDRA SHEKHAR (BALLIA, U.P.): For that, permission is not required.
SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : | think, it is required.
MR. CHAIRMAN : It is a public document. Yesterday also, so many Members were referring to it.

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : Whenever somebody is just quoting from something, should he not take the
permission?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Members from your side were also quoting the examples from the newspapers only.
Yesterday, you were not present. | was in the Chair. Prof. Malhotra was referring to certain things from
the newspapers. Kindly take your seat. There is no need of permission.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : They objected to it. You heard that also....(Interruptions) His entire speech is
based on only newspaper writing. He has got nothing to say....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yesterday, Members from your side were quoting from the newspapers only. Please
take your seat.

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : Yesterday also, the Chair was objecting to it. Sir, | think, you objected to it.
Accordingly, you should object to this also.



MR. CHAIRMAN: Not necessarily. Please take your seat.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : Sir, you have so many advisors these daysl!...(Interruptions) The Chair
has so many advisors!

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Swain, kindly take your seat. There is no rule.

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : Has it got anything to do with the President's Address?
PROF. A.K. PREMAJAM: Definitely.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is all right.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : Sir, | raised this issue after a great deal of deliberations. It is because
today the President's Address has to represent the policies and programmes of the Government for the
future in the coming year and also to give an account of what happened or not happened. That
necessarily brings in the way of the functioning of the Government.

It is also about the responsibility that is being discharged by this Government. Serious allegations are
being made that the Ministry itself has been hijacked today and it is run by either a Group of Ministers
under the benign influence of the Prime Minister's Office or it is done at the instance and for the benefit
of a handful of people who are looting this country with the connivance of this Government. This is the
situation. Therefore, it is my duty ...(Interruptions)

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : It is a very serious allegation.
MR. CHAIRMAN : You will get a chance.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : It is a very serious allegation. ...(Interruptions) He is making allegations
against the Prime Minister's Office. He is saying that they are looting. It is very surprising. He should
substantiate it. ...(Interruptions) How can he just go on making all sorts of wild allegations because
something appeared in a magazine? ...(Interruptions)

14.05 hrs. (Mr. Speaker_in the Chair)

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : He should substantiate these allegations. It is made against the Prime
Minister. ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: He is not yielding.
...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: This will not go on record.
(Interruptions) *
MR. SPEAKER: You can rebut it in your reply, not now. This is not good.
...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: What is this? Please take your seat.
...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Both are provoking each other.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, attention has been drawn to this article in a well-
circulated magazine. Some sort of denial has come out. | feel that the Government owes an explanation
to this House and to the country, instead of giving vague denials. Therefore, | am bringing it here in this
House. The Prime Minister is conspicuous by his absence. | have never seen earlier that the Prime
Minister or even the Home Minister, the second in hierarchy, is showing callous disregard to the debate
which is taking place. Now a days everybody says, ‘| am hearing you on television.' Very well, then let
everything happen on television.



Sir, several projects have been mentioned as to how they have been sought to be organised or arranged
to confer the benefit on selected few. Where is the denial? Now, there is serious charge that the
Chairman of the Telecom Commission has been transferred because one of his letters has been

* Not Recorded

printed/published in this magazine. It is not a case only of referring to the newspaper comments or the
article's comments. It has been said that direct fall out of what appeared in ' The Outlook' is the transfer of
Shri Shyamal Ghosh, Chairman of the Telecom Commission. The Minister of State for Communication
has admitted that the transfer of Shri Shyamal Ghosh, according to him, is "a routine decision and the
PMO wanted him in Gujarat because of his past experience. Then the question is: "But you and Shri
Paswan spoke to the PM on the issue?" He says: "We did but nothing came of it. Besides, it is the PMO's
decision."

Senior officials are being transferred because some comments made by an official in an official
correspondence, somehow got published in the newspaper or a journal, which shows the Government in
a bad light, which shows that the PMO imposed a decision on the Ministry on a very vital aspect of the
future of telecom industry in this country.

In this sector thousands of crores of rupees are involved. This sector provides the most modern
infrastructural facilities in this country and there it is being done in this manner. Both the Ministers of
Communications - of course, they have no sense to protest because they really do not count in the
present dispensation — admit that it was due to the PMO's decision.

Now we have a concept of Group of Ministers. | do not know how many Group of Ministers Shri Chandra
Shekhar had constituted during his tenure. At present, | find there are 25 or 27 GoMs. This is a concept
which has been developed to bypass the Cabinet. The decisions are taken by involving the Cabinet
Minister of the Ministry concerned and with the active participation of the PMO representatives. They get
things done, have a cursory approval of the Cabinet and then, lo and behold, they become the decisions
of the Government. | do not know in how many GoMs the Ministers from the party to which Dr. Nitish
Sengupta is associated are there; hardly they are present here. In the Group of Ministers, the Defence
Minister is there and we know about his proximity to the real power centre. | am sure Shri Omar Abdullah
will have no place there.

Sir, there are two groups. There is a Strategic Management Group. They are supposed to monitor the
activities of different Ministries. They have become the deciders of policy and they are consisting of
those two gentlemen in the PMO - Lord No.1 and Lord No.2; of course, Lord No.3 is also there, but he is
not an official position holder. Then, there is an Economic Affairs Group. They are to decide the
economic policies of this country. We all know what is being said outside this Chamber about the last
Budget, who are happy, who are not happy, we know all that. But you are bonded labour here; you have
no courage to stand up and protest.

Sir, two gentlemen came today and met me, because | am the Chairman of the Standing Committee on
Information Technology, with regard to something pending before the Government and which has been
brought before the Committee. They say: "We have to support the Government; otherwise, we shall be
in trouble.” This is the attitude of the industry also. Naturally, we do not expect the President's Address
to refer to this very serious aspect which has developed in the functioning of the Government in this
country, but | want that a proper reply should come from the Prime Minister on this matter. That is why |
have decided to raise it on the floor of the House. This is not a matter which should be described as an
internal functioning of the PMO and has nothing to do with the responsibility of the Cabinet. | am sure, in
the heart-of-heart every Minister agrees with me.

Sir, this concept of Group of Ministers is also very important. In the Group of Ministers, among those who
are involved, only one or two of them are representatives of other parties than the B.J.P. It is not a case
of Dr. Sharma alone. Shri M.R. Sivaraman, former Revenue Secretary, referring to the functioning of the
Government says:

"After seeing the postings of officers now, it seems pressure has clearly been brought to bear
on the establishment. How else can one explain those in the 'not above integrity group’
occupying important offices?"

It was further said by another important Finance Ministry officer:

"Remember, some business houses are able to get any material from any Government



department at any time."

| am sure, the Ministers do not get appointments from the Prime Minister easily, but they can do so. We
all know that they are having the easiest access to the Government, that is, the Race Course Road. That
brings us to a very important aspect, namely, what is the present political set-up, which is ruling this
country. We have a very peculiar political entity, called 'NDA'". It is supposed to be National Democratic
Alliance. It is neither "'national’ nor 'democratic’. It is for "alliance’.

We had thought, we have been told, and everybody says that coalition politics has come to stay in this
country, that no party alone can form a Government whatever may be its dreams. But what is this
coalition politics we are having in this country? It is nothing but a motley combination, as | say, a sinister
conglomerate devoid of any principle and ideology. Shri L.K. Advani has repeatedly said that there is no
question of ideology, policy or principles in a Government of this nature. It is a question of remaining in
power. Therefore, you are aligning with anybody and everybody whatever may be their policies or
ideologies. Now, they are openly supporting and helping those who want to create trouble by even
creating new States in this country, asking for the division of different States, and who are asking for
secessionism. They are even aligning with them. | would like them to respond to this issue.

Where is my great and good friend, Shri K. Yerrannaidu? We find, on certain occasions, they are making
noises. The recent example was 'BALCO'. They even oppose the Railway Budget strongly. But
ultimately, they are raising both their hands and supporting the Government. Has policy or principle any
relevance in this country? This is the state of affairs.

The Trinamool Congress raised a lot of objection about disinvestment of BALCO. They have been
objecting to the principle of disinvestment. They are objecting to privatisation. They are objecting to the
diminution of Public Distribution System or decimation of Public Distribution System. All that is for West
Bengal only. Here, they are surrendering everything. This is one of their coveted allies and the Prime
Minister is submitting to the tantrums of these alliance partners. Whatever they demand, he has to
concede that. We see the wonderful spectacle. The Minister of Finance and the Minister of Railways are
fighting. The Prime Minister has to call them to sort out the differences and, at the same time, saying that
the Railway finances are in great trouble. But you can do whatever you like because you have an
election to face in your State. This is the way the Government is running in this country.

| appeal to my friends here. | hope that not all of them have given up all principles and ideologies
permanently. Consider the future of this country. Consider whether we are a nation just for the sake of
remaining near the power centre and to be the beneficiaries of what is happening in this country and
whether they should submit themselves to this compromising situation. | say, they are compromising
their principles. But they want to be in power. That is the reason that the coalition Government is not for
the people, the Government is not for the development of the country but the Government is for allies.

We cannot but expose the total decimation, total desecration of the system of governance in this
country. The Prime Minister is not concerned about the workers who are today leading a united struggle
against the deliberate sell out of BALCO, but he is concerned about the Sterlite getting in, utilising and
exploiting the unit which it has got as a favour from this Government.

Sir, look at what has happened in Gujarat. We have said, """""the situation has been critical and most of
the damage that has been caused is of serious proportion.""" We have called upon the Government that
every possible effort should be made to stand by the people, our brothers and sisters of Gujarat. | am
happy and proud as an Indian that the whole country has risen as one and has come to the aid and
support of our suffering people there. It is the obligation of the Government and the country as a whole
that there should be proper rehabilitation, proper restoration in Gujarat. We had made our humble
contribution in response to your desire. We have already decided it before your intimation came and | am
happy that the hon. Speaker has also taken that initiative.

What | wanted to say once more and that is necessary is that when serious natural calamities occurred in
Orissa and West Bengal, why we have to run to the Government of India for the purpose of survival of
our people in Orissa and West Bengal, who are also the people of this country, the citizens of this
country? The minimum thing that they expected was that there should be proper approach, proper steps
taken by the Government of India which have got the purse strings in their hand.

The hon. Minister admitted that there was serious situation. The Prime Minister pleads lack of resources
as the excuse. He said, """"'where is the money?""" For the people of Orissa the damage of such
magnitude took place and the international agencies were not allowed to come and help them on the



ground that we would compromise with the country™""s status and sovereignty. Then, the Government
of India should have stepped in. We wanted Rs.1500 crore. Our loss is over Rs.5650 crore which has not
been denied by the Agricultural Ministry. But we got Rs.102 crore for which we had to hold dharnas and
Shri Mulayam Singh Yadav and other leaders had to go and support us to whom we are all obliged.

Now, it has been thought of National Disaster Management, it was not thought of earlier. It was being
demanded time and again. | am glad, at least, that the Government has woken up, but | doubt very much
what will be the ultimate shape that it will take.

Sir, since the Address has been delivered, we have had two Budgets, the Railway Budget and the
General Budget. Now, the people are under the severest attack. The so-called economic reforms in this
country have brought havoc to the teeming millions and millions of the people. The vulnerable section of
the community, the workers, the peasants, the middle class, the lower middle class today are under
severest attack. Unemployment has reached the most alarming proportions.

The Finance Minister does not even talk one word, subject to correction, in his Budget Speech about
unemployment. What is going to happen? The whole country has been sold. BALCO is a recent example
as to how the national interest is being compromised, is being effected deliberately to suit one individual
or one group.

Sir, I do not know what the policy or the programme of a Government can be or will be and for whom.
Because of the policies and programmes of this Government, the majority of the people are at the
receiving end. Workers after workers are losing their jobs. Factory after factory is being closed down.
The whole country has been sold to MNCs. Somebody, | believe, correctly forecast that within 10 years,
this country would again become the slave of the economic super powers.

Sir, the Government does not seem to realise and it is patting itself on its back. We are told of all sorts of
jargons - first generation reforms, second generation reforms, strategic sales, and strategic partner.
These are the days of the fancy jargons being used. Shri Prabhu, you are a literate, you are an intelligent
man. Kindly tell us when did the first generation reforms end; what happened at the end of the first
generation; what is meant by it; what is meant by second generation reforms; what does it mean; what
does it mean to the common people of this country; and what is the proposal now.

Crocodile tears about the workers and about the common people of this country are being shed but now
they are adopting "hire and fire' policy. They propose a change in the law, which will make the units
having not less than 1,000 workers come within this “hire and fire' policy. It will cover 99 per cent of the
workers in this country.

If you think that by pampering to the wishes of your handful of supporters, who are ruling the roost in this
country, you will be able to get the support of the common people and the working class, then you are in
a fool's paradise. You are dreaming. Nobody can stop them. The people will rise in unity and will see that
this Government is forced to change this anti-people and anti-worker policy in this country. They will
never accept this. You are busy only to placate a few hand-full of people in this country.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is very unfortunate that this country's economic interest has been sold. What is
happening to the agricultural sector? What will happen after the Quantitative Restrictions are finally
removed? Sir, even today both sides of this House spoke of the serious situation faced by the
Government industries in the small-scale sector. Nearly five lakh people are affected because of the rise
in the excise duty. What will happen to these people? Who are thinking of them? Unless somebody here
raises the issues, some sort of a support is being given, and the House cannot function for sometime,
then some attention is being paid. Now, when both sides of the House are raising this question for the
sake of workers, at least | find Shri Khurana is now being acquiescing to some of these issues. These
days, probably, he is not in the mainstream of their party and he is raising these issues. | am happy that
he is raising these issues.

Therefore, this is the Government, whose policies and programmes have been read out, have been set
down in the President's Address, which makes a mockery of our very survival in the way we are
functioning.

There is another serious thing which is going on, which significantly does not find mention in this year's
Address. This is the constitutional review that is being made. After the respected Rashtrapatiji's
admonition when he referred to the speech of President Ayub Khan of Pakistan, | find this time you have
not raised it. But this objective has not been given up.

Today we have seen one example of how you are trying to sort out the Centre-State relations, how you



treat the Chief Ministers of other Parties as people who are not fit to talk to. Either you are threatening
Governments run by other Parties with article 356 and trying to destabilise them just to keep one of your,
even minuscule, partners happy, or you are trying to utilise other forum, not the Parliament, for the
purpose of settling your political scores. At the same time, your objective is of changing the very basic
structure of the Constitution. What is this exercise going on for? Parliament is kept in dark. Political
Parties are not consulted. Who can change the Constitution? It is the Members of Parliament but in lieu
thereof, you have now set up a big, huge establishment. You have set up your own selected people for
the purpose of carrying on this constitutional review. | do not know what is the object and what is the
objective behind this. What are the articles you wish to change? You are bothering so much about
changing this. | do not know what articles, what objectives, what are the areas of the Constitution, which
are creating hindrance for this Government. We have got many things to say about it. But this is not the
way to bring about constitutional amendment.

We want greater and greater power for the State than those in the hands of the Centre. This is their
method of concealing. There is already the Sarkaria Commission Report. You have not implemented it.
The BJP used to shed tears over it. They used to criticise the Congress Government for not
implementing the Sarkaria Commission Report. Which one you have implemented? Which electoral
reforms, proposals you have accepted or implemented? There are so many unanimous reports.

Sir, I had the distinction of being in some of the Committees. Shri L.K. Advani generally represented the
BJP until he became the Minister. Even the last Report about State funding of elections is a unanimous
Report. The Committee was headed by our great leader, Shri Indrajit Gupta whom we are missing here
every minute. What is the respect that you are showing to his Committee's Report? Nothing has been
done. Everything is kept in the cold storage. What is the real intention of this Government?

Mr. Speaker, Sir, another very important issue has not been mentioned. That is of the serious threats that
are being held out by VHP, Bajrang Dal, and what not, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad about the forcible
construction of temple at Ayodhya. Most disquieting reports are coming out that the structure is almost
ready, it is just to be taken there and put there. | do not know whether he is VHP President or Secretary.
Their great friend, Shri Singhal has openly said he is fixing the date. Ayodhya does not find any mention
but the President's Address does mention the great management of the Maha Kumbh as if that is a
matter of great Governmental achievement. It is a very serious matter also. | want the Government to
explain.a€)( =rasn=1)
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SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : What has happened to the judgement that has discharged our Minister of
Home Affairs and the two other Ministers in the Ayodhya case? Now the CBI has filed the charges. The
CBI has been conducting the case. If there is any technical error, | would like to know what the
Government of India is doing to support the CBlI's charges. The report was that there was some minor
technical error. We find that the Government of India = which is a minority shareholder in a company --
goes to the Supreme Court, requests the Supreme Court to hold a Special Session in the Judge's
Chamber -- it goes to the residence -- gets an ex parte order, but they do not bother so far as correcting
the technical error which had allegedly crept into the charge-sheet filed against Shri L.K Advani and the
other Ministers.

What has the Government of India done? The silence on the part of the Government is absolutely telltale.
Now even the Judges are being transferred conveniently. And | charge that this Government has
deliberately kept quiet so as to spare Shri L.K. Advani and the two other Ministers from being prosecuted
in this case. After a good deal of consideration and after a good deal of judicial time was spent on it, then
only the cases were filed. This is a very very serious matter and | want that the Government must come
out and tell us what it is going to do to rectify the errors so that the prosecution can continue against



these high dignitaries who are representing this Government.

Today is the International Women's Day. Our Comrade (Prof.) A.K. Premajam had raised it and the other
women colleagues had also raised it. It is not a matter concerning women alone and we feel that this is a
matter which requires to be brought up as early as possible, so far as the Government's coming
programmes are concerned.

There is one serious matter. More and more encroachment is being made into the State sector, the State-
Centre functioning. So far as the power sector is concerned, the Prime Minister has advised that every
State Electricity Board should increase the power tariff by 50 per cent. Now, what will happen to this
country? What will happen to agriculture? What happened to the small scale industry? What will happen
to the common people?

We would like to know the Government's stand on Enron. We would like to know what prompted the
Government, when it had opposed it earlier. The Government has now called upon the Government of
Maharashtra to pay a huge money. Is the Government of India taking any steps to have it reviewed? Are
they taking it up with Enron? Nothing has been mentioned in the whole Address. And we hear now that
there are moves going on to provide counter-guarantees for several other projects in this country. We
would like to know what the Government's policies and programmes are.

Our esteemed friend, Shri Ram Naik has come (Interruptions) There are some exceptions within that
circle and all are my friends, fortunately. All are my dear friends.

But some have given it up very easily, some have little resistance.

Sir, the oil and telecom sectors are vital sectors for the country's future. Who are coming here in a big
way and taking over these sectors - either foreign companies and monopolists or capitalists? This is a
matter of great concern and we lodged our emphatic protest.

Sir, Jammu and Kashmir is a very important matter. We supported the Government and the hon. Prime
Minister to sort out the differences in the Cabinet and in his Party. They called a Leaders' meeting after
they had already decided to extend the cease-fire. But it was known that there were differences of
opinion. The hon. Prime Minister wanted that the Opposition Parties should support the Government and
he got the support because we feel that we should support. But we have always been saying that mere
cease-fire cannot be the end to an itself, it can only be means to an end. The end is peace and progress
and development of Jammu and Kashmir, which is an integral part of India. But what is being done?

Sir, when the matter came up before the Consultative Committee, on behalf of my Party, we had made
that request. We had also mentioned the other day that what will be achieved by cease-fire unless there
is a dialogue, unless there is a proper political initiative, trying to bring all political parties together; bring
about a change in the atmosphere; trying to remove the suspicion of the people there? It can only be a
stepping stone. But, unfortunately, nothing is being done. There is a laxity in the security also.

Sir, our heart goes to the families of those who have been guarding our frontiers; who are trying to
maintain peace for the losses they have suffered. There have been a number of killings, but the
Government is totally oblivious of its obligation to bring about normalcy. We feel that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir should be given proper priorities, proper emphasis and proper attention so that the
area is developed in a manner, which will be consistent with their rights.

14.43 hrs. (Shrimati Margaret Alva in the Chair)

Madam, so far as the foreign policy of this country is concerned, | do not know what will be the effect of
the new Bush Administration. Shri Jaswant Singh has lost his great friend, Mr. Strobe Talbott. He had 11
or 12 meetings with him. Now, he has to start anew with some other Under Secretary of State. We had
raised the question as to why our Minister of External Affairs spent so many hours meetings with an
Under Secretary of State in the U.S. Government. Now, we do not know as to what has been achieved.
But you are very happy if you can get the good wishes, the smile of Mr. George Bush, if not Mr. Bill
Clinton.

Madam, what has happened to the Hirma Project? It was said that the U.S. Government wanted it. Prior to
the hon. Prime Minister's visit, the U.S. Government expressed a desire that this project should be
finalised. That is why the hon. Prime Minister's entourage had people of that group which is seeking to
implement this project. You entered into an MoU just to keep them happy and keep your American
friends happy.



Madam, we have lost our position in the Non-Aligned Movement.

In the Third World, people used to look up to us with respect that the new India would provide the
leadership to the developing countries, to the former colonies. We had the unique position of earning the
respect and the support of the struggling people of the different underdeveloped and developing
countries. Where do we stand today? What is our policy after the Israeli-Palestinian conflict which has
been resurrected? What is our policy after the renewed bombing of Iraq? In these matters, complete
silence is there and the Government is hardly taking any move. It is a complete reversal of policy of Non-
Alignment. The foreign policy of the Government was India's foreign policy, but now you have made it a
party's foreign policy. You never bothered about having a united foreign policy. Hardly have we even
discussed the foreign policy on the floor of this House.

1449. | submit that the President's Address tries to suppress more than it discloses. It has no sense of
direction. It does not refer to the burning problems of the common people of this country. It has
become just a parchment. It is treated as a parchment of promises which will never be fulfilled. The
basic issues are omitted. The burning topics are being ignored. We cannot but express our total
reservation about this Address. This does not mean any reflection on the President, but in the
Constitutional set up that we have, he has to read out the product of this Government, a Government
which itself has no direction, a Government which somehow wants to remain in power. And the
cementing force between them is to share the spoils. There is no commitment to the people as a
whole. The emergence of the communal forces in this country and the emergence of the divisive
forces in this country are spreading danger. The threat to disturb the communal harmony is
extremely great and we must take notice of it. As such, we cannot but express our strongest
reservation and our objection to the contents of the President’'s Address which has only become a
formality and nothing else.
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Now, people have started demanding creation of a separate State called the 'Coastal State' which is
adjacent to Chhattisgarh. This is the immediate political implication on Orissa.
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e w3t St gei 12 43 § AT 9=l A [ wHa wEr o1 B 99 wREs gy 99 wira ot the Central
Government will take the initiative to start a dialogue between the Government of Orissa and the newly
created Jharkhand State to sort out the matter. | appeal, through you, to the Government, particularly to
the Home Minister, now that time has come, the Government of India should come forward to initiate a
dialogue between the State of Chhattisgarh and the State of Orissa to sort out this half-a-century old
problem of Saraikela and Kharswan.

DR. NITISH SENGUPTA (CONTAI): It is Jharkhand and not Chhattisgarh as you mentioned.

SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA : Yes. Earlier, it was in Bihar; now, it is in Jharkhand. So, the dialogue
should begin between the Government of Orissa and the other Government, and the Government of
India should initiate that discussion.

DR. NITISH SENGUPTA : Itis a very genuine request.

it g smad @ warafy wEiean, g3 Ao 1E st {ag SN ey # wrwl Aften vl A gia Redw e @ fag
3 AT SoRIIT AR G B AT M T W EEA ol € fp W HA A 76 Q@ an d w9 5=l s € sk vw
HHAT B & % 39 el B 89 91Ra 12 g1 7 36 R @¥hR 7 o A& ¢ ag 73 are @1, how far sincere
the Opposition is. But at least, the Government, in this Session, should show its sincerity and bring
forward the Womens' Reservation Bill. Let the Bill be discussed thoroughly and let the Government take
the initiative to get it passed in this House in this Session itself.

qaUfa S, g3 waer 9 7@ aiaar 2, # wad U 9rd Y 9 =1 =@rEdn g 6 394 aRd @1 99l TW{e sy 2,
g faer gar |

Sir, as per a recent survey, the State of Orissa has the highest percentage of population living below the
poverty line. It is 47 per cent. The report of the survey is really alarming. | would like to urge upon the
Government to rescue such a poor State — where the percentage of people living below the poverty line
is the highest - at the time of their financial crisis. 3R &= w¥HR a1 &1 Hxdl 2 Al 36 20 7 Ao-1a g«
92, 9 29 b1 W, Wl dtep S | LT & urdft| A B W N o fded 3R 2 16 & RHiv= &t qifeidiae
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dar & 9 2, 39 2w & vuE w3t 2 9T 2, afcr a9 39 U B "waldH Adr 21 I HHEHGd @ dd 1 2T &
ey g U8 @ & "I Hel adl 2 (% s aver 4 ¢4 A1 #5341 € ot s Rdtsa & SiRA, 3= sl & wilka
IMGAT AT H-EE, MGAT AN MTS<e[p el Q@1 "hd 2l

Sir, they are not showing a national character and outlook. Suppose, | belong to a particular State and |
am in charge of a particular Ministry, so should everything under my Ministry go to my State? If the
Minister for Communications hails from the State of Orissa, then should everything under the Ministry of
Communications be given to the State of Orissa only? If the Railway Minister is from the State of Andhra
Pradesh, then should everything under the Ministry of Railways go to the State of Andhra Pradesh
only?...(Interruptions) This thing smacks of a very dangerous mentality. Such an attitude does not reflect
the true character of a national Government. | am not criticising the Government. | am very much an ally
of the Government. But this what is really happening today. This is hurting us the most.

Sir, therefore, | am sorry to state that in a coalition where a personality of an international repute, Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, is the Prime Minister and is the leader of the Government, in such a Government
there are people who behave in a parochial manner and do not have a national outlook.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri M.V.V.S.Murthi, please conclude within 10 minutes.

SHRI M.V.V.S. MURTHI (VISAKHAPATNAM): Sir, though our Party's strength is the fourth largest in this
House and is the second largest in the ruling coalition, yet you have given me a chance to speak at the
fag end. If you do not want me to speak, then | would not speak. But you should give me freedom to
speak. It is a very important debatea€! (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. S.Venugopal has already spoken.

SHRI M.V.V.S. MURTHI : Sir, he was the seconder of this Motion. So, he is not to be included as having
spoken from the Party.

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is why | have given you a chance to speak.

SHRI M.V.V.S. MURTHI : Sir, as per the rules, the Seconder of a Motion is not considered to have spoken
from the Party.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, His Excellency, the President has given us an opportunity to hear about the



performance of this Government. He has rightly spoken on several issues.
17.00 hrs.

Our country is a great country. It can withstand any difficulty. Our democracy will continue to prosper.
We have seen the Kargil war; we have seen one of the major cyclones in Orissa; we have seen the
floods in West Bengal last year and now we have recently been through the devastation of Gujarat
earthquake. Even after all these disasters, the stability, integrity and unity of our country are being
maintained at the highest standards. We have seen all these disasters taking place but we have not been
able to take any permanent measure to combat such disastrous events in future.

Shri Mulayam Singh has stated that the President has mentioned a growth rate of nine per cent. Hon.
President has stated that as against the target of nine per cent growth rate, we could achieve seven per
cent. Achievement of seven per cent is also not small in the midst of the problems the country has had
to face over the last one year. Perhaps, we were not able to come up to nine per cent growth rate
because of these disasters. Hon. President has stated that if nine per cent annual growth rate is achieved
over the next ten years, we can eliminate poverty altogether. However, whether we would be able to
achieve that nine per cent growth rate or not is to be seen. Over the past three years we have not been
able to achieve more than 6 per cent to 7 per cent growth rate. So, the Government has to say something
on this.

It is surprising to know that the agricultural production has also come down this year by 10 million
tonnes. This could be because of the severe drought we have had. The coming down of agricultural
production to 199 million tonnes this year is a disturbing feature. This trend has to be checked by the
Government and find out as to what the reasons for our agricultural production coming down could be.
Some Members said that even with this poorer agricultural production we are facing problems of storage
as there is no storage space available. Farmers are not able to sell their stocks in time. Farmers are
starving for want of money. Since they are not able to sell their produce, they are not able to clear the
debts they have taken for agricultural operations. This is a distress situation for farmers. Poor production
in itself is an alarming factor but our inability to store the produce properly, or to export it is another
problem. However, the coming down of agricultural production should be our main concern now.

Two-thirds of our population consists of farmers who live in villages. We do not have the facility of safe
drinking water in many villages. After 52 years of Independence, many States are yet to provide potable
water to millions of their people. Even with the national water policy we are not able to tackle this
problem. We have mighty rivers as well as small ones. Waters of many of these rivers are flowing into
the sea wastefully.

We would not be able to save water. There may be small Inter-State disputes about water also. But it can
be sorted out. So, the Government should sort out the Inter-State disputes on water management at the
earliest. If water is properly diverted for irrigation and drinking purposes, our country will become much
more comfortable.

Sir, many of our villages are poverty-stricken because of the high cost of agricultural inputs, low cost
recovery of the end product and their produce. They are not able to send their children to schools even
now, as there are very few schools, that too far away from their houses.

Sir, we say that our country is booming on the information technology. It is true that we are in the
forefront in comparison with so many other countries on the information technology side but at the same
time we cannot ignore the fact that the majority of the people in our country, who are living in the
villages, are not being provided with the basic amenities and facilities. So, | think, it is high time that we
should have all these measures.

Sir, on the industrial production side, the country's backbone is the small scale industries. Though in the
last two years, some sops had been given, some comforts had been given, some succour had been
given to the small scale industries but in the recent Budget, there were some harsh measures taken. The
excise duties have been increased. If excise duties are increased how can these small scale industries
compete with the large ones? A majority of our population depend on running the small scale industries.
So, the small scale sector should not be treated this way. They also need some succour. | am sure that
this area will be looked into properly by the Government.

Sir, coming to the energy sector, | would say that there is no energy vision. They say that by 2005, all the
electricity problems would be over. But | am afraid as to whether this target would be achieved. Almost
all the States of our country are facing this problem, and they are not able to meet the needs of the



farmers even in regard to giving a minimum hours of electricity. In my view, this is going to pose a very
serious threat, if immediate steps are not taken. So, this aspect has to be looked into properly by the
Government.

Sir, another aspect which | need to cover is employment opportunities for youths. Today's youths have
got great hopes and aspirations on this Government, particularly on Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee's
Government, that good things would happen for them. Nowadays, employment opportunities are
diminishing instead of increasing. So, they should spell out a clear-cut policy to see how the unemployed
youths of this country will be productively employed. Sir, it is not only the question of employment, we
should provide them the opportunities. If we are not able to save the youths of our country by way of
providing them proper employment, our country will be in great distress. So, all possible steps are
required to be taken in this regard.

Sir, coming to the agricultural inputs, there is every possibility of increasing the cost of agricultural
inputs because of the WTO measures by way of removing the quantitative restrictions in the days to
come. It is going to be a very serious problem if it is not tackled properly. For that, they need to have
some serious discussion here, and the implications involved in it have to be explained to us.

With regard to healthcare, the TRIPs agreement has come into operation. Any patented drug has to be
kept for 20 years. It cannot be manufactured here. Formerly, in India, at least a few varieties of drugs
were being manufactured. Now, as Shri Mulayam Singh Yadav has said, the cost of medicines and life
saving drugs has gone very high and at the same time we cannot manufacture them in India. The
ordinary people will really be in trouble. The multinationals will come and operate here and our
healthcare sector will be seriously affected. So, this is also a problem of concern and we have to hear
from the Government how they are going to tackle this.

As far as the States are concerned, all the States have become very poor. Day by day, they are
becoming poorer. The policies of the Central Government and the State Governments are not coming
together. Let us take for example the State of Andhra Pradesh. In the recent Budget, the total revenues
of Andhra Pradesh are Rs.8,900 crore and the total revenue expenditure is Rs.8,450 crore. So, what is left
is a meagre amount of about Rs.350 crore to Rs.400 crore. If that is the surplus, how can they carry on the
developmental activities?

The problem of the Central Government is the problem of the States also. If the State's economy is
sound, the country's economy would also be sound. If all the States were in a debt trap, automatically the
country would also be in a debt trap. So, instead of giving them lower measures of 27 per cent or 29 per
cent of the revenues, every State should be given 50 per cent of the revenues. Instead of the Centre
operating the schemes themselves, let the States operate them. They better know the priorities. The
Secretary here might fix a priority that might not be needed in the State. So, how can you fix priorities
through a remote control and ask the States to develop? It is unfair. The Union Government should take
this seriously instead of keeping all the powers and rights in their chest.

It is not a question of keeping all the powers in your chest. It is a question of keeping the people happy; it
is a question of keeping the country. So, the devolution of 50 per cent should also be thought over
seriously one day or the other. | am not talking because of simple politics. | am not talking only about
Andhra Pradesh. | am talking about the entire country. Is it not required that all the States should develop
and all the brethren of our country should be happy? How can you send money for some schemes and at
the same time allege that the money you have sent has not been spent for the purpose for which it has
been sent? Perhaps, you might have sent some money for road construction but somewhere else there
might be starvation or floods. Do you think that that money for road construction should not be diverted
to meet such needs? This is a matter that should be thought over very seriously.

You should one day or the other give them self-dependence. Let them stand on their own legs. There
has to be self-reliance. Ours is, after all, a Union of the States. The Government of India cannot be merely
dictating terms to the States. If you do that, the States would not prosper. This is why they are going into
a debt trap. | feel, Andhra Pradesh is one of the well-managed States. After seeing the recent Budget, |
can daresay that even that State would also go into a debt trap. This is a serious problem. It has to be
addressed one day or the other. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI (RAIGANJ): The States are also sometimes required to strengthen their
fiscal discipline.

SHRI M.V.V.S. MURTHI : It applies to every State. It applies to all the States.



The total fiscal deficit is 10.2 per cent for the country and approximately 5.5 per cent for the States.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Do you support the diversion of plan funds to non-plan activities in
any State of India?

SHRI M.V.V.S. MURTHI : It is not the question of diversion of non-plan funds to plan and of plan funds to
non-plan. | am not going into those details. The States have to have their own priorities and plans.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The Finance Minister will reply to your question.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : | just want to know his opinion. | am also a victim as you are. | only
want to know, if the plan funds get diverted to non-plan activities, how does the States grow?

SHRI M.V.V.S. MURTHI : It is the question of priority. As the Finance Minister himself agreed, the total
fiscal deficit of the country is more than 10 per cent.

However, | congratulate this Government for keeping the level of inflation within single digit. It has not
crossed the single digit mark. The Government deserves congratulations for that.

At the same time, | would like to say that poor people of this country are not getting their due share and
they are neglected. The total number of poor people has doubled since Independence, though their
percentage has come down to 27. We have to think about them.

Similarly the job opportunities for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes have to be improved and the
backlog has to be totally cleared so that at least the poorest of the poor who come from those sections
will have the same level of comfort.

The President's Address is well written, but it is voluminous. It has mentioned everything from
'Kumbhmela' to ‘rapid strides in space science’. There is no need to mention about all these things. Let
them have the priorities, instead of narrating all these things. They have to just mention what is their
vision for this year, like we wanted to take up such and such issues and these will be our priority issues,
etc. But it has not mentioned anything like that. They only narrated those things. At least in the years to
come, they have to prioritise issues in the country. Somewhere in the country there is poverty,
somewhere else there is earthquake, at some other place, there are starvation deaths, and there is flood
somewhere else. In such a vast country like ours, we should have some priorities. We must also use our
natural resources. We are not putting to use all our natural resources and they are going waste. If all our
natural resources are put to use, really our country will be on the map of ‘developed countries' and really
we will have fruits of freedom, which we could give to the members of our society. By this, we could
eliminate poverty and we could really develop.

| am sure, our seasoned Prime Minister knows all these things.
SHRI HANNAN MOLLAH (ULUBERIA): You have opposed everything and you supported everything also.

SHRI M.V.V.S. MURTHI : | have not opposed anything. | am just bringing all these things to the attention
of the Government. If this Government cannot do those things, no other Government can do at the
present juncture. This is the best Government that the country has ever had and Shri Vajpayee is the
best Prime Minister in the post-Independence days. We fully acknowledge that he is the best Prime
Minister. He sat in the Opposition Bench also and he knows everything. If the Government takes care of
those things and takes those steps, our country would really prosper.
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SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : We have agreed in the Leaders' Meeting held in the hon. Speaker’s
chamber that we would sit late today to accommodate more hon. Members so that the Leader of
Opposition can speeak at 1200 Noon on Monday, before the Prime Minister's reply.

MR. CHAIRMAN : We will accommodate, but hon. Members will have to keep in mind the time allotted to
respective parties while participating in the debate.

DR. BIKRAM SARKAR (PANSKURA): Madam Chairperson, | am grateful to you for having given me an
opportunity to speak on the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address.

| rise to support the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address moved by Dr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra and



seconded by Dr. S. Venugopal. The hon. President has started his Address by paying condolences to the
bereaved families who lost their near and dear ones in thousands in the devastating earthquake in
Gujarat. | join him and all the hon. Members of this august House in expressing sympathy on my own
behalf and on behalf of my party, All India Trinamool Congress.

The President set the trend of the Address by drawing our attention to the note of caution sounded by Dr.

B.R. Ambedkar on the 25" November, 1949, at the close of the debate of the Constituent Assembly on
the Draft Constitution. Dr. Ambedkar mentioned about the contradictions regarding political and social
inequalities and he posed this question. He said:

"How long shall we continue to live the life of contradictions? How long shall we continue to
deny equality in our social and economic life? We must remove these contradictions at the
earliest possible moment."

The caution was sounded 52 years ago and | am sad to say that the contraditions continue even today
putting our political democracy in peril. The inequalities in our society continue to adversely affect the
harmony of national life.

We talk of the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes and minorities. They
are still lagging behind compared with the rest of the population. According to the latest calculation, we
have been told that 26 per cent of the population of India are living below the poverty line. | do have my
mental reservation about this calculation, but even accepting that, | would say that 26 crores of our
population are living below the poverty line; 19 crores are in the rural areas and 7 crores are in the urban
areas. Have we ever given a thought as to what is the percentage of the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes among these people below the poverty line? It is much higher in proportion to the total
population of the country. It once again reflects the inequalities in the society.

My friends have talked about the banking sector. When | was in service, there used to be Loan Melas and
we know how much we lost due to that and what sort of example we brought before the country. The
banking sector has become totally irrelevant so far as the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
are concerned.

We have a National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes now. Before that, there was
a Commissioner for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The National Commission for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes is a constitutional body. This Commission submits its reports to Parliament
annually. The Annual Report of this Commission contains specific instances of non-implementation, non-
enforcement of policies and programmes meant for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes and
also certain suggestions and recommendations for better implementation and enforcement of
safeguards for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. But | am sorry to say that these Annual
Reports are not discussed in the Houses of Parliament for years together. If | am not wrong, even the
reports which have been submitted 10 years ago also have not been discussed so far. We could not get
time to discuss them and this smacks of lack of seriousness in the matter.

| was going through the Economic Survey and | am happy to say that the Government has allotted funds
for the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes and minorities. | would like to
draw your attention that in 2000-01, Rs.810 crore had been allotted for the development of the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes which is more than 18 per cent of the allocation in the previous year.
This is good. It could have been better. But if we look at the Scheduled Castes, Other Backward Classes
and minorities grouped together and if we leave aside Other Backward Classes and minorities, the
population of the Scheduled Castes is 16 per cent which is double the percentage of the population of the
Scheduled Tribes.

What has been provided here? In the Budget Estimates for 2000-2001, it was Rs. 969 crore. During the
previous year, it was Rs. 887 crore. There was an increase of 9 per cent, that is, half of the increase of
what was made in the case of Scheduled Tribes. | am not, even for a moment, saying that the allocation
that has been made for the Scheduled Tribes is something not good. It could have been better. But so far
as the Scheduled Castes are concerned, it is much less. | draw the attention of the Government to
increase it.

The next point is about employment generation. There is a backlog of unemployed people. There is a
new addition to labour force. It has been accepted as a challenging task. There is a full-stop. | do not find
anything seriously mentioned as to how new employment would be generated. This is an area of
concern. | would request the Government to pay attention to this.



There is hardly any growth of employment during 1999 in the organised sector. The growth rate was 0.04
per cent in 1999. If you look at the unorganised sector, it is nine times higher than of the organised
sector; the situation is bound to be still worse in this case. The poor in the rural areas, the landless
agricultural labour, the sharecroppers, the tenants are all at the receiving end. May | suggest that the
Government should implement employment generation schemes seriously and enforce land reform
measures, including measures for providing security to tenants? This will help in removing rural poverty
and also in generating employment in the rural areas.

As regards industry, it has been discussed in this august House that in the current year, the industrial
growth has slowed down. Naturally, the aspect of employment generation has also been adversely
affected.

As regards the Public Sector Undertakings, it is my view that given the level playing ground, the PSUs
can do as good, if not better, as compared to the private sector. The PSUs have been destroyed over the
last 40-45 years. The Ministers concerned have used them. Therefore, | feel that the public sector
undertakings that are making profit and are in good condition should be allowed to continue. The amount
of Rs. 10,000 crore or Rs. 12,000 crore is not a big amount keeping in view the total requirement of funds.
The Government may kindly consider it.

There is another area. Keeping in view the generation of new employment, the small-scale industries
sector must be given priority consideration.

The hon. Prime Minister announced on 30" August, 2000 a comprehensive policy package on small-scale
industries and the tiny sector. In addition to that, there are two new schemes, namely, Credit Guarantee
Fund Scheme and Credit-linked Capital Subsidy Scheme for Technology Upgradation. These have been
launched. In this context, we should remember that the small-scale industries have provided
employment to 1,79,00,000 in 1999-2000, registering an increase of four per cent over the previous year.
Given the desirable kind of encouragement, this percentage can certainly go up to two-digit figure. For
this, what is needed is proper monitoring or a policy package and a scheme. It is this aspect which, to my
mind, needs more attention of the Ministries, the State Governments and of those entrusted with the
implementation of the schemes. They should be made accountable. In the industrial sector, especially in
the agro-industries, food processing industries should be given due importance. The Government have
to take measures to prevent post-harvest loans which are to the extent of 10 per cent and extending right
up to 40 per cent in some cases.

18.00 hrs.

Madam, in the case of education we have found that there is an improvement over the years. But even
then today, the International Women™""'s Day, here we note that in India the gross enrollment ratio for
the upper primary stage, that is six to eight years, is still low at 58 per cent and the proportion of girls
enrolled, both in primary and upper education, continues to be lower as compared to the gross
enrollment of the boys. This is the condition and in some of the States, including UP, it is very poor.

Coming to the women development, | am quoting from the Economic Survey:

"The gender bias is a term commonly used to describe how far behind women have remained
in seizing opportunities for improving their levels of living. The law treats women and men as
enjoying equal rights. But in reality it is not being found always."

Therefore, there is a question of focussing on the gender issues in the context of social sector
development, and empowering women as agents of social economic changes. Since, the Ninth Plan has
stipulated identifying women component plan, | wish something seriously was done and the amount of
fund that would be provided should be adequate enough to take care of these things because in any case
50 per cent, that is women, of the population of the country is involved.

In the case of economic reforms as a whole, we find that the interest of the country and its people have
to be upper most. Self-reliance, creating more employment opportunities, removal of poverty, etc. are
the economic reforms that are complementary to the reforms in administrative, judicial, education and
labour. This has been said. But if you look at the President™""'s Address, we do not find elaboration on
this. As it is, it is a long speech, but even then it is not finding pointed attention to some of the issues like
agricultural development, which has lagged behind and which has not made progress and it has
decelerated in the last two years.



So far as industry is concerned, as | have mentioned, again it has come down. It is an issue of concern. In
the question of education also, we do not find much. With regard to agricultural reforms also, nothing has
been said about the importance of land reforms, which is very essential for the lives of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, OBCs and minorities who are below the poverty line.

Regarding rural development, there is a talk about the road infrastructure, but it has been left at that and
so far as rural roads are concerned, particularly joining to the national highways, it has been left mostly
to the States, and as some of my hon. friends have said, the States are not having adequate amount of
funds to provide a matching grant. Therefore, the whole thing is being delayed.

So, Madam, these are the issues where the Government should have a relook. With these words | say
that so far as the Address of the President is concerned, with reverence | support it and would request
the Central Government to have a look on the aspects that | have mentioned.

SHRI ANADI SAHU (BERHAMPUR, ORISSA): There is a Biblical saying, "They also serve who stand and
wait." | waited for agonising eight hours and with you in the Chair, | got the chance to speak now. So, | am
grateful to you.

Madam Chairperson, | stand here to support the Motion tabled by Shri Malhotra and seconded by Dr.
Venugopal on the Presidential Address to the Members of both the Houses of Parliament assembled
together.

The Address of the President has been a beacon illuminating the past achievements of this Government
and indicating the aspirations for the future. Before | go into the illumination and achievements of the
past and the future, | would like to say a few things about the barrage of criticisms, little bit of
vituperation, and unnecessary sally into certain private or semi-private affairs.

| would like to invite your attention to the rich baritone voice of Shri Somnath Chatterjee. His was the
figment of the wildest imagination that has ever been possible today, so full a voice but so empty a
heart. That has really shocked me. Well, | am not much bothered because that is the hallmark of the
Leftist Party.

Coming to Shri Chandra Shekhar, a revered leader, | would like to say that we invoke the waning Sun as
well as the waxing Sun. He made an aspersion towards the waning Sun in his speech. | would not go into
the details but he should have kept it in mind. | think, because he is waning, he has said this thing.

So far as my friends in the Congress Party are concerned, | would like to say that schizophrenic
temperament has been depicted yesterday and today. | would start with Shri Chaturvedi, a person who is
adept in Sanskrit literature.

May | with your kind permission, Madam, invite Shri Chaturvedi to listen to me for a minute. You had
indicated about the cease-fire and the implications of the cease-fire. May | invite your attention to the
Valmik Ramayan where Marich

had given a piece of advice to Ravan. The advice has been:
= g e
ety wikiga
arfaftr= waa: "

My dear king, you cannot be a ruler of a country by wielding your sword only.
RUC LR IEIE O GEU T
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There is necessity of having a compromise. Always you do not go in for firing, killing and all sorts of
things. There must be a little bit of give and take when you want to rule the world or rule the country.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI SATYAVRAT CHATURVEDI : You are giving but not taking anything. That is my appeal.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI ANADI SAHU : Kindly allow me to speak. You people can rebut it at a later stage. Kindly do not
disturb my thought process. ...(Interruptions) Kindly do not disturb. You are such a good man, | know.

Whenever you are thinking of certain flow in the political atmosphere, we have to think of give and take.
That is what has been propounded some 3,000 years back.

Madam, friends in the Congress Party had made ...(Interruptions)

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI: Will you please also enlighten in this context as to who is Marich and
who is Ravan. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI ANADI SAHU : Everybody knows who is Marich and who is Ravan. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Marich advised Ravan. That is why, | asked you. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI ANADI SAHU : It is not necessary to dilate on that.

My friends in the Congress Party, yesterday and today, spoke about disinvestment. It shows
schizophrenic temperament of the Congress Party. From 1991, they had started disinvestment and the
process had got a good fillip. It was put on the rails and it was taking a good speed. How do you at this
juncture say that it is not proper? You have a Chief Minister in Chhattisgarh who has started twisting the
tail and blackmailing the people, and the human aspect of the entire thing was lost sight of. The officers
and the workers were put inside. They were denied the basic necessities of life, that is, water, electricity,
and food. How do you expect that such type of tail twisting and blackmailing will pay rich dividends to
you? Kindly think of 1971 when the Congress Party had leased out land for BALCO.

My dear friend, Shri Shinde, who is not here now, started from disinvestment to development, from
reforms to reservations, and last but not least was the regret that his Party has not come to power for the
last so many years.

May |, with your permission Madam, and with no malice towards Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde, quote a little
bit of, John Dryden's poem?

"A man so various

That he seemed to bea€”

Not one but all mankind's epitome
Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong;

Was everything by starts and nothing long. "

That is what | would like to say to the friends whether Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde or any other friends who
spoke from the Congress Party for the last two days. They were making allegations about disinvestment
and casting aspersions regarding the process of development which has been taking place.

Now, | revert back to the President's Address, the beacon that has been illuminating the past deeds of
this NDA Government under Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee's leadership.

When we come to the illuminating process of it, we must think of agriculture. Agriculture contributes 26.8
per cent to the GDP, and about 65 per cent of the workforce of the country are engaged in agriculture.
About 82 per cent to 85 per cent of the people are in the rural areas. So, whenever we think of
agriculture, we have to think of the rural folks. Whenever we think of agriculture, we have to think of
production, distribution and all other allied sectors. For the last two days, we have been discussing the
production in agriculture. We had 209 million tonnes last year. This year, comparatively, it is less. It is
because of the vagaries of nature, the super cyclone in Orissa, the drought situations in Orissa,



Rajasthan, Gujarat and all those places and the killer earthquake. In spite of the vagaries of nature, we
have not buckled. We have not buckled because we had an incremental increase in the developmental
process within the last two-and-a-half years and three years. A country to be on a good base has to have
an incremental increase in its developmental process.

| invite your attention to the Economic Survey that had been circulated recently wherein it has been
mentioned as to what is the amount of food production in this country within the last two years. The food
production, both Khariff and Rabi taken together, in the country has been 1697 kilograms per hectare this
year compared to 1571 kilograms per hectare last year. As | said, surely, it is an incremental increase of
food production in this country. How do we achieve the incremental increase? It is by a considerable
developmental process.

So far as agriculture is concerned, all of you have already stated as to what has been done for
agriculture, what are the subsidies that are being given for agriculture, what are the methods that are
being employed to get a good production, etc. Now, | go into the agricultural inputs. That is most
important for us. Unless we have agricultural inputs, it would not be possible to continue the process of
development in agriculture. What are the agricultural inputs? The first thing is irrigation. We must have
proper irrigation of big, medium and small types. Then comes the participative management in irrigation.
That is what has engaged the attention of the NDA Government slightly last year and this year in a very
big way. Participative management in agriculture, in irrigation is most important. That is why, | say
agricultural inputs are most important to have a bright future in the coming years and to have 230 million
tonnes of food production by the end of the Plan period. By the end of the Ninth Plan period, we should
achieve 230 million tonnes of food production. In 10 years' time, we have to double the food production
because there will be more mouths to feed. That is what the beacon, the Presidential Address has told
us. In addition there has to be free flow of agricultural credit.

Some of our friends here said that the Presidential Address did not pay adequate attention to
employment. | invite the attention of the hon. Members to page seven, paragraph 20 of the President's
Address where self-employment and other types of employment potentials have been mentioned.

I will come to it slightly later. So far as agriculture is concerned, | had said that it is the most important
factor and watershed development also has been mentioned.

Madam, kindly give me some more time. If you ring the bell, by habit and by training, | will sit down.
MR. CHAIRMAN : There are still four speakers from the NDA.
SHRI ANADI SAHU : | am the second person from the BJP speaking.

MR. CHAIRMAN: But you have so many people in your NDA parties. | have to give a chance to all of
them, from the Government to speak.

SHRI ANADI SAHU : Be indulgent enough to give me another five to seven minutes. If you do not do that,
I will sit down.

What | want to say is that agricultural inputs have been increasing and have engaged the attention of the
Government.

After irrigation comes the question of insurance. We are all aware that in the insurance sector also for the
people and in the agricultural field also different types of insurance coverage are being given to farmers
to ensure that the vagaries of nature do not create any problems for the kisan, for the agriculturist and for
the farmer. And, apart from that, for those people who do not get any employment, whether in the
industrial sector or in the agricultural sector, insurance coverage is being thought of in a better manner.

And so far as seeds are concerned, seed insurance is also being introduced. So, as | said, agricultural
inputs are getting the most important attention of the Government.

Now, | am thinking = | am cutting short my speech here because the Chairperson has already warned me
to conclude immediately - of the poor people in the rural areas, the poverty stricken people, especially
in Orissa, where poverty is up to 47 per cent, although the country's average is about 27 per cent.
Drought, floods and so many other factors have put these people in Orissa down. It is very difficult for
the people there to come up. Still an attempt is being made.

My friend from Kalahandi, drought-prone area and Shrimati Sangeeta Kumari Singh Deo - she is not here
- know it. All those people have been facing lots of difficulties not because of any other reason, but due



to the vagaries of nature.

So, whenever we are thinking of giving any sort of attention to the poor, the most important factor that
has been kept in mind by the NDA Government has been the food security. In food security, the first and
foremost is accessibility to and availability of the basic nutritional requirements for the people. Now
accessibility and availability of nutritional requirements must take into consideration the regionally
differentiated strategy based on agro-climatic, regional planning.

As | had said, Orissa has been facing lots of difficulties. Some other areas are also facing problems.
Some friends mentioned about floods in West Bengal. Keeping in view the Eastern States, this time an
amount of Rs.6l crore has been placed in the Budget itself to ensure that Orissa, West Bengal and the
other Eastern States get all facilities for storage of water to be used for agriculture.

As | said, a differentiated strategy is required for the people who are below the poverty line. And the first
thing, as | said, is accessibility to and availability of basic nutritional requirement. The second is raising
farm productivity. As | have indicated earlier, The Economic Survey has mentioned about per hectare-
produce in the farms. This is to be taken again and again so that we increase the farm productivity. When
we are thinking of farm productivity, we have to think of making some areas available for cultivation.
That is why drought-prone areas, and areas which are wastelands have to be developed so that we can
have more productivity in those areas.

And the last is providing gainful supplementary employment through poverty alleviation programmes.
This has been taken care of through the EAS, JASY, JRY and others. All those have been taken up. | am
not going into the details. The basic requirement for a poor man is to ensure that he gets at least 200 to
250 days of gainful employment. A marginal farmer, or a small farmer can employ himself for 100 to 150
days a year. To give him another 100 days a year would provide him the necessity food security and also
employment.

As | have said earlier, employment potential has been created by the Government and that has been
properly reflected in the President's Address.

Madam, since all aspects have been taken into account and since | do not have the time, | conclude by
saying that the President's Address has thrown enough light to indicate that India is marching ahead.
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SHRI ABDUL RASHID SHAHEEN (BARAMULLA): Hon. Chairperson, | stand to support the Motion of
Thanks tabled by our senior colleague Dr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra on the President's Address. Madam, | am
conscious that | represent a small Party and | hope your bell will not ring before | try to articulate a few
points.

MR. CHAIRMAN : It depends on how long you take to articulate them.
SHRI ABDUL RASHID SHAHEEN : | will make it a very short speech.
MR. CHAIRMAN : You can take 15 to 20 minutes.

SHRI ABDUL RASHID SHAHEEN : Thank you Madam.

In this Address His Excellency the President of India has made references to many important things
about the working of the Government and the future programmes.



Madam, | cannot resist making the mention of the catastrophe which has taken over parts of Gujarat.
Unfortunately thousands have parted from us within a moment. May God give peace to the departed
souls. But this is a fact that may be after a pause we have arisen to the occasion. The nation and the
Government together are to face the challenge. This is the tradition of this country that the challenges
have never frozen us to inaction. We will make it and the process has started.

A mention has been made about the major event, the mega congregation of ‘Maha Kumbh'. The
managers and the Government deserve thanks for the conclusion of the great event on a happy note.

Madam, a reference has been made in this Address to the suspension of combat operations in Jammu
and Kashmir. Before | talk something about the tale of two cities, that is, Jammu and Srinagar, it reminds
me that the greatest speeches of our learned colleagues who have talked about privatisation and certain
other things, it has made me to understand today that we have succeeded. | knew it that we have
succeeded, but they have given an impression that we have failed also. We have succeeded in making it
from the "midnight to the millennium,” we have succeeded in retaining our democratic liberal order and
we have succeeded in making this country a greater democracy.

Hon. President has made a reference in his speech of the day of Independence, when our beloved Prime
Minister made a very famous speech that "the nation is redeeming the pledge of making a tryst with the
destiny’. At that time, the nation was celebrating the success of freedom, but unfortunately, certain
things remained which are still irritating us in Jammu and Kashmir and somewhere the problems in the
North-East. We are facing a big trouble this time. We have adopted the non initiation of combat
operations policy. | have mentioned it earlier also that ceasefire or no ceasefire, we have to deal with the
people of Jammu and Kashmir. They are living beings, they are flesh and blood. They have got their
problems. A mention has been made in this Address that the multi-dimensional strategy is being adopted
to take care of Kashmir imbroglio, but | am sorry to mention that we have certain problems over there in
that State which are not being addressed to. We have the problem of militancy. We have the storm,
unfortunately, gathering around our borders on the other side. Under the shadow of nuclear deterrent,
they are gathering the people with their madness and they are making Jammu and Kashmir a target
every day and every time, but do we pay heed to the problems of people of Jammu and Kashmir?

We have our youth without employment. We have our economic crunch in the State Government. We
have many other problems there. We are time and again inviting the attention of the Government
towards these problems. This year, unfortunately, our budget was finalised in the month of December.
Madam, we have security related expenditures accumulated to the extent of Rs. 1,129 crore. We had a
burnt of Rs. 550 crore on account of Fifth Pay Commission recommendations for our salary bill and on
the accumulated fund which we had derived from the Jammu and Kashmir Bank as an overdraft, we are
paying interest, and that has debilitated the economic position of the Jammu and Kashmir State.

Our youth are without employment. We have, time and again, requested the Government of India and our
friends in this country that this problem is to be addressed. It reminds me of the prelude to the militancy
era in Jammu and Kashmir when our youth were gathering in meetings and they were raising this voice
that they should be given proper employment because we are in a land-locked area in Jammu and
Kashmir. But no heed was paid to that.

His Excellency, the President of India has made a reference to the Independence Day and to the
conclusion of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of our Republic Day in his Address.

He has the doubt that 37 per cent youth of this country is distant from imbibing the spirit of those great
days. We have to take care of our 37 per cent youth; it means 37 crore people in this country are facing a
problem; they are facing a challenge this time. So, care is to be taken for providing employment to them.
We cannot live without small-scale sector and the tiny sector. It reminds me of the great Sociologist, Mr.
Alvin Toffler, he has mentioned, "The third wave of civilisation has started setting in. This is a unique
sub-continent where we have all the three waves of civilisation operating simultaneously. We have
agricultural wave of civilisation; we have industrial wave of civilisation; before its culmination, the third
wave of civilisation has crept in through e-commerce and computer etc. However, it has touched only
the upper crust of our society; our farmers and our people who are in the industry are toiling and they
are in problems. The problems which we are facing this time are not the problems which have sprung up
yesterday; they are the continuation of our follies which we have made at different occasions. The
honest thing that we have to do is that we must understand our failures and we must address to them;
and bipartisan approach to solving the problems of national importance is necessary. The verbosity and
the encyclopaedic speeches cannot change the realities. Facts are facts, and we have to face the facts.
Then, the culture which is grooming now in our country under the third wave of civilisation can lead our



youth to confusion because they are in a cut-throat competition all over, in every walk of life. So, we
have to address ourselves to these problems.

Then, in Jammu and Kashmir, we must understand that around our border, there is a violent storm of
madness. We have seen the unfortunate iconoclasm in Afghanistan which has besmirched the image of
Islam. | place on record that we condemn that action. But unfortunately, that action can be a provocation.
We must understand that two million people are leaving Afghanistan and most of them have entered the
North Western Frontier of Pakistan. Who knows what will be the result of that unfortunate migration from
that area, and what will be the result of their ingress into our borders? We have to be alive to this factor,
and we have to consider it.

Mention should have been made about the migrants, Kashmiri Pundits and Muslims, in this Address of
the hon. President, who have left their homes, who are living in a troublesome situation outside the
State, and who do not complain now. We need to take care of their problems, we need to address
ourselves to their problems, and that can help us to think about the solution of so many complicated
situations.

Madam, the people of Kashmir are thinking to talk to themselves and to the representatives across the
border also. Let the people who are inclined to come over to this side, talk and discuss about their future,
their problems and their complicacy. Let them discuss the matters, let them understand what is
happening to the future of Jammu and Kashmir State. What can be the impact of certain unfortunate
things which are taking place by tacit support of certain people, that is, trifurcation of Jammu and
Kashmir. | am thankful to the Parliamentary Affairs Minister. Only two days back, on the floor of this
House, he has totally denied that the Government of India is supporting such moves and that they shall
never support such moves. | place my thanks on record for this statement. But | have my apprehensions
that certain important people of certain organisations are giving statements which are encouraging the
disgruntled elements inside the State, and they deepen the hatred among the three parts of the State.
The three cultural identities have been nursed together, and they are soul and body of each other. To
think about the separation of these three portions of the State will be a greater sin. It will not only be
painful for us, but it will be also dangerous for the country.

Such a trend should not be encouraged in any case. | would like to humbly request the leaders of all
Parties, who are giving such statements, to show restraint. They should not add to our miseries. They
should not add to our problems which we already are faced with as a frontline organisation in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Madam, Chairperson, thank you for giving me time to speak and | support the Motion of Thanks on the
President's Address moved by my colleague, Mr. Malhotra.

SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL (JOYNAGAR): Madam, Chairperson, | am thankful to you for giving me this
opportunity to speak on the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address. | rise to oppose the Motion.
With due respect to the hon. President, | would like to oppose the policies of the Government that has
been expressed in the Address of the President.

Madam, the country is passing through a critical phase today. There is industrial recession in the
country; the problem of unemployment is staring at our face; there has been lay off and retrenchment in
the factories; there have been atrocities on women; there have been caste conflicts and there has been
an alarming rise in crime rates. The Address of the President has neither made a mention of these
problems nor has suggested any solution to these problems.

Madam, this Government talks of democracy, but they have shown utmost disrespect to the Parliament
by hiking the prices of essential commodities like rice, wheat, sugar, kerosene, cooking gas, diesel,
petrol etc. just before the presentation of the General Budget.

Madam, it has been claimed in the President's Address that agricultural policy aims at increasing
agricultural production for reducing poverty. But we find that there has been widespread poverty in the
country. Most of the people in our country live below the poverty line, but instead of giving priority to the
re-vamping of the Public Distribution System, the Government is dealing with it very casually.

Sir, at one point of time we used to export handloom products and engineering goods to different parts of
the world, but now industrial recession has led to closure of industries or they have become sick
resulting in the decline of exports.

Sir, the standard of education is also quite pitiable as compared to other countries. We are lagging behind
in the field of education. It is really a matter of shame for us to note that even after 52 years of our



Independence, the rate of illiteracy in our country is so high.

Madam, a majority of the Indian populace live in the rural areas. But the plight of the rural people is
deplorable. They do not have facilities for drinking water, education and good transport system.

Even today there is no provision for drinking water in more than two lakh villages. The Minister of
Agriculture has introduced the New Agriculture Policy. For whose benefit is this being implemented? We
find that the small and marginal farmers, and agricultural labourers are not benefited by the New
Agriculture Policy. The multi-national agriculture sector is being benefitted by the policy.

We all know about the problem of Kashmir. It is a matter of concern for all of us. There is an outbreak of
violence in the valley unleashed by the terrorists. We must remember that the problem in Kashmir is not
a law and order problem only. It has many other serious implications. Kashmir is an integral part of India
and yet the situation is very serious there. The problem is a political one and it should be solved
politically.

Ours is a vast country. We have many complex problems. | want to draw the attention of the Government
to the problem of Sundarbans. Sundarbans is the biggest delta in Asia. Sundarban area has unique and
superb scenic beauty. It is indeed a spectacle. It is an island of beautiful mangroves, rivers and sea. But
this area is in serious trouble now. Agriculture is the main occupation of people there. Once Sundarbans
was called the Annabhandar of West Bengal. Today the island is going through a critical phase. The river
has dried up. Accumulation of silt has raised the level of river-bed. During excessive rains, farmers
cannot drain out excess water from their fields. This has become a big problem for the agriculture in the
area. The problem of Sundarbans is very acute. Rivers are flooded due to natural calamities resulting in
damage to crops. Farmers lose everything during natural calamities. So, the West Bengal Government
prepared a master plan to build embankments to the Sunderban river. So far, the Centre has not taken
any initiative to provide monetary assistance to construct embankment to the Sunderban river. | urge
upon the Government to declare Sunderban waterways as National Waterways.

While talking about Sundarbans, | am reminded of the Expert Committee that was sent by the Centre to
Sundarbans a few years back to carry out a feasibility study for generation of power from water currents
in the sea. The report of that Committee was sanguine about the project. However, so far the
Government has not taken steps to set up any power generation plant on the island. The Centre has
declared Sundarbans as a National Park. | urge upon the Central Government to take appropriate steps to
ensure overall development of Sundarbans. | urge upon the Government also to initiate measures for the
economic, social and cultural development of the people of Sundarbans.

Since the President's Address fails to mention these points, | oppose the Motion. With these words, |
conclude.
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SHRI K.P. SINGH DEO (DHENKANAL): Thank you, Madam Chairperson. | am thankful to you and to my
Party for having given me this opportunity to take part in the discussion on the Motion of Thanks on the
President's Address.

Kaul and Shakdhar and Dr. Kashyap defined Parliament as composed of the President and the two
Houses of Parliament. I, for one, am extremely thankful to the hon. President for his very subtle and
diplomatic Address, in which he called a spade a spade, without ruffling many feathers in the Treasury
Benches. He was reflecting what the Government of the day seeks to do in the next one year.

He started his Address by mentioning about the Gujarat earthquake and the Orissa cyclone, and let the
cat out of the bag. In 1999, all of us, the Members from all sides of the House, demanded that a national
calamity be declared with regard to the cyclone in Orissa. At that time, the Government was not in a
position to do that. They neither had the will nor the vision. But unfortunately our brothers and sisters in
Gujarat had to go through devastation, death, destruction and suffering to move this Government from
their stupor and from their sleep. Now, they think of having a Committee, which will look into the
definition of a national calamity. It was not there in any of the Finance Commissions.

The hon. President has also mentioned about the National Committee on Disaster Management. We are
grateful that the hon. Prime Minister will be heading it. This is what we have been demanding over the
last 35 years. Therefore, | would like to congratulate the Government. At last, due to the sufferings of the
people of Gujarat particularly, and the people of Orissa in a minimal manner, at least the Government has
got out of its stupor.

The President, in his Address, has mentioned that we are the world's largest democracy. But there are
contradictions and he has quoted Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. We are living in those contradictions. But the fact is
that this Government itself is a contradiction. It is a conglomerate of 24 heterogeneous parties. What they
speak, what they announce, what they pronounce and the actions on the ground totally belie the hopes
and aspirations as well as the pronouncements and announcements. All that he has said, although very
diplomatically, is that we must be proud of our achievements of the last 50 years, that is, from 1947
onwards. But there are fresh challenges.

He has also pointed out that 38 per cent of our population is youth. It is the youngest nation in the whole
world with oldest civilisation of 5000 years, but not a word is mentioned about what the Government
wants to do for them.

| do not want to delve too much on that because it has been articulated very ably and capably by the hon.
Members, Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal and Shri Satyavrat Chaturvedi who spoke
before me. The hon. President makes a passing reference to Kargil as well as the Gujarat earthquake,
where he has paid handsome tributes to the outstanding performance of the military forces. There it
ends. | will come to the contradictions. When it comes to the question of considering the issues of armed
forces or the para-military forces or of the ex-servicemen, what is the attitude of our Government? What
is its pronouncements? | will come to that shortly. The hon. President has also mentioned about the



leakages of funds and political stability. It is a very subtle and a very diplomatic way of giving us a
warning. He has spoken about the Eleventh Finance Commission. Without discussion, in the last Session
of Parliament, we were informed by the hon. Finance Minister that the Finance Commission's Report has
been accepted. The BJD which is an ally of the NDA has caustic remarks to make because the State
which we represent has been badly neglected. We seem to lose more than what we got from the
Eleventh Finance Commission.

The President in para 21 says:

""Faster and More Balanced Development" as the common mantra of the decade. "

He also has spoken about agriculture and the New Agriculture Policy. But there is no question of
implementation. He has spoken about New Agriculture Policy, watershed development, drinking water,
irrigation, people below poverty line etc. Then he has spoken about infrastructure and integrated
development of transport infrastructure. He has spoken about the Indian Railways as the life line. It
would require Rs. 15,000 crore to meet the aspirations of your State, Madam, my State and other States.
But there is no mention as to where from this Rs. 15,000 crore is going to come from. He has spoken
about public undertakings, textile, tourism, education, health, environment and water resources. The
whole thing is a contradiction.

| would like to confine myself to three subjects. One is the condition of backward States like Orissa.
Orissa has not got a fair deal in any of the eleven Finance Commissions. They have only done gap filling.
Without accelerated, augmented and special focus, and without higher investments, a State like Orissa,
or portions of Madhya Pradesh, or Andhra Pradesh or West Bengal or some of the North-Eastern States
cannot catch up with the rest of India. It is because our resource base has been impoverished by
historical and climatic conditions. Just by nibbling here and there, a State like Orissa cannot come up.
This is what the Chief Minister of Orissa also has represented to the Prime Minister, and the Finance
Minister. We also raised this issue in the last Session, in the Winter Session of Parliament. But it has
fallen on deaf ears. This is the distinction and discrimination which we faced. It is said that beauty lies in
the eyes of the beholder. But | would like to be proved wrong on the floor of Parliament. | would like the
hon. Minister, or the hon. Prime Minister or the Mover of the Motion to dispel the points which | am
making. You take any issue. For example, take environment. There was an Ashpond breach in Angul. For
the last ten years we have been raising this issue of fly ash hazards on the environment. It is as serious
as the Bhopal gas tragedy. But no action has been taken. Twenty thousand people are affected by this.
No action has been taken. Now, some Committee has been set up, like National Disaster Management
Committee. There are 522 Committees and sub-Committees.

This is what has come out in the papers and nobody has denied it or nobody has tried to give a
clarification that how on earth these committees, without trained manpower, without dedicated
manpower, and without equipment -- whether earthquake in Gujarat or Latur or Chamoli Hills or
Uttarakhand or the cyclone in Andhra Pradesh or Orissa or floods in West Bengal — are going to tackle
them. There is no policy, no trained manpower, and there are no resources. There is nothing except the
committees.

Same is the question of water resources. For Rengali Dam, Rs.621 crore have gone in but there was not a
drop of water during the worst drought of this century. Last year, we had 26 drought-affected districts out
of 31 districts. This year, we have 20 districts affected by drought because it cannot cross three railway
lines. Water is on the one side of the railway line and 80 per cent of the canal is on the other side of the
railway line. So, somebody has forgotten to give permission. Therefore, water is there in the dams and
reservoirs but the canals are dry. So is the question of pollution in Brahamini River. All the public sector
undertakings — NTPC as well as NALCO - have been polluting it. The Central Pollution Control Board
went there in 1990, but till now, there is no action plan for it. Here also, Shri Baalu had answered that we
have told the State Government to do it. Sir, whether it is water resources or agriculture, we have left it
to the State Governments. Today, | received an answer to an Unstarred Question filed yesterday about
Orissa cyclone. The Orissa Government demanded Rs.6600 crore, but what you have given is Rs.850
crore, out of which Rs.50 crore is grant and Rs.800 crore is loan or advance assistance. Now, you have
given Rs.500 crore to Gujarat within three days of earthquake, but after one and a half years, Orissa still
has not got what it had requested. Therefore, this is a question of distinction, discrimination, and
contradiction.

Madam, now, | come to my second point, namely, service men and ex-service men. | must complete it
quickly. The third one is your own subject, namely, sports and physical education.



The Railways spent Rs.416 crore on their employees and retired railway employees as per last years
statistics. | had raised it on the floor of the House when the hon. Minister of Defence was here who is a
former Railway Minister. The Government of India spent Rs.500 per head till 1999 on the Central
Government employee through the contributory health scheme or through other things or through the
Railways own health units and through hospitals, the Ministry of Defence was spending Rs.5 per ex-
service man. There are 14.30 lakh ex-servicemen on the rolls of the Ministry of Defence according to
their own admission. The Fifth Pay Commission had increased it to Rs.100, but Rs.100 will be given to
those ex-servicemen who can go to a military hospital and 90 per cent of them live away from military
hospitals and military polyclinics. Now Rs.100 is of no use to a man or to a beast and certainly not to the
ex-servicemen.

Now, we are eulogising their role in Kargil. The failure of this Government nearly lost us Kargil. It goes to
the credit of the 509 jawans and the young officers who sacrificed their lives to redeem India's honour.
The Government was caught napping whether it was the Ministry of Home Affairs or the Ministry of
Defence or the Prime Minister's Secretariat or the National Security Council. Madam, for the fourth time
this subject has been on the Order Paper. | hope we will get a chance to discuss it on 22"d and 23", So, |
would not say more on this.

While eulogising the outstanding service during the Gujarat earthquake, many Armed Forces people
have also lost their lives or their limbs. They are being denied medical facilities. This is the only category
of Government servants who are denied medicare from Government sources. Any number of
committees may have had their sittings. The fourth meeting of the present committee have thrown up
their hands that it cannot be done because the Government does not have the resources. Now if it can
find the resources for other categories of persons why not for the ex-servicemen who have given their
whole life to us and to the service of the nation?

| may quote what is written in the Kohima War Cemetery. It says: "When you go back, tell them of us that
for their tomorrow we have given our today". This is what this Government thinks of those who have
given their lives.

The third point is about sports and physical education. From 1948 to 1995 there have been any number of
reports from Dr. Radhakrishnan, our second President, Dr. Mudaliar, Dr. Kothari and so on that physical
education and sports should be made a part of the curriculum in schools.

MR. CHAIRMAN : | think there was one report with you as the Chairman.

SHRI K.P. SINGH DEO : No, Madam. At that time you were not the Minister. Shri Arjun Singh was the
Minister and Shri Mukul Wasnik was the Sports Minister. All the Education Ministers of the country
unanimously accepted it. But, instead of giving infrastructure to schools, colleges and universities, the
Budget takes away the field stations, the field laboratories from the universities. UGC has taken away the
grants. Now there is a diabolical attempt to include sports in the Concurrent List, so that there will be
more bureaucratic control and there will be more interference. Today, if the Information Technology
sector is improved, if there is 50 per cent growth, it is because there is no Government interference in
the IT sector. Today in sports, as it is we are not doing very well. In the Olympics we have achieved
something, thanks to the Sports Authority of India, National Federations and State Associations. But by
bureaucratic control and interference you will kill that too.
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SHRI S.D.N.R. WADIYAR (MYSORE): Madam Chairperson, | rise to support the Motion of Thanks on the
President's Address to both the Houses of Parliament.

At the outset, the President has, in his Address, referred to Gujarat earthquake and the aftermath. He has
also complimented the State Government, the Central Government and also the Armed personnel for the
relief and rehabilitation that have been provided in Gujarat. | would like to submit that it is unfortunate
that even after almost a month since the earthquake took place, still we do not know the exact figure as
to what the causality in Gujarat is. Further, people of Latur still seem to be not completely rehabilitated.
People in Chamoli are also not yet rehabilitated fully. Many people in Orissa have not yet been
rehabilitated after the super-cyclone which affected Orissa over a year ago.

The President, in his Address, has stated that we must look at our disaster management capabilities and
modernisation. I, on my part, would like to submit that there was hardly any disaster management though
it existed on paper. We never had an opportunity to look either at the State level or at the district level. |
would personally think that it is high time, since the disaster management was taken note of seriously,
we must organise ourselves to tackle the disasters at the district level, at the State level, and at the
Taluka level.
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| would suggest that perhaps the best agency or the force that would be capable of handling disaster,
would, perhaps, be the Fire Service. As it is, they are trained to certain essential fire rescue operations.|
would suggest that an independent Director-General of Police in the State and an independent IG at the
district level and respective Fire Services at various junctions in the towns, cities and Taluks be
established to tackle the disaster of the magnitude of the one that had happened in Gujarat and the super
cyclone in Orissa. The present system of the Deputy Commissioner heading a Disaster Committee and
working through the Chief Minister and the Agriculture Ministry would not be an efficient one. | feel that
we should set up an agency to tackle this problem.

Further, the President has referred to the cordial relationship between the Centre and the States, and
between the various States. | would like to submit that there have been longstanding disputes among
various States, especially, Karnataka's dispute with Maharashtra regarding the Mahajan Committee
Report. | urge the Government to kindly resolve this dispute. Also, there are a number of water disputes
that are pending between Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu,
Pondicherry and Kerala. These should be resolved favourably in the interest of the public who reside in
both the upper and lower riparian States on an amicable basis.

The President has further mentioned about agriculture. We are one of the primary producers of milk and,
subsequently, we are number two in the production of rice, vegetables and other things. But
unfortunately, for the last one-and-a-half years, | am seeing this and the House has also debated it
regarding the falling prices of agricultural products and the plight of farmers. Many farmers have been
put to great hardships. There has been no stable agricultural price available. Many times, the farmers
have sold their produce to even less than the cost of production and transportation. In some parts, they
have even burnt their produce, especially, potatoes and vegetables. This is a very sad plight. In a
country where thousands of people who are going without food, and who are on the brink of starvation,
where there are reports of starvation deaths, it is unfortunate that we have not been able to utilise our
vast agricultural potentials that we have achieved.

Thanks to late Shrimati Indira Gandhi who foresaw that there would be possibilities of drought, she gave
impetus for the growth in agricultural sector. To a great extent, the agricultural sector was not, in any
way, interfered by the Government. So, as our colleague, Shri K.P. Singh Deo had said, as long as the
agricultural sector is not interfered by the Government, it will do well. The Government did not interfere
in the agricultural sector. So, it did well. Now, the Government is interfering in it. As a result, we find
there is a lot of chaos. The conditions of farmers are in a very bad shape. Added to that, the WTO has
allowed us to dump wheat and rice from outside by importing them. This has caused chaos in the
market. Rice is available at Rs.5 from China. This is causing a lot of heartburn and hardship to our



farmers. | think, the Government should resolve it by going in for massive agro and food processing-
based industries, proper cold storage rooms and rooms to store vegetable products, wheat products and
packed products.

The President has also outlined the fact that they are trying to enhance 100,000 megawatts of electricity.
The President's Address discussed the three new nuclear power plants that have come up recently. |
would submit that nuclear power plants, should, as far as possible, be avoided because it is likely to
cause a great deal of damage to the environment. If some reactor, like Chernobyl reactor, goes off, there
is a possibility of the entire environment being spoiled and people being killed by a holocaust of that
nature.

| think, perhaps, utilising the flow of the rivers, trying to tap hydro-electric power and going in for
conventional, thermal and also renewable sources of energy, non-conventional sources of energy, and
solar energy should be attended to at this particular point of time. In a country like ours, which is low on
solar energy, wind energy can also be harnessed and utilised profitably.

The President also had dealt with the disinvesment policy of the Government. It is unfortunate that a
profit-making unit like the BALCO had been privatised. The President has outlined the strategy. One is to
close down those units which are not viable, to restore viable units and to go into their working and to
reduce the Government's interests to 26 per cent. While | must say that | appreciate it, still a unit like the
BALCO could have been retained in the Government and perhaps the Government could have thought of
privatising a public sector unit like the Bharat Gold Mines Limited.

| am told that according to the analysis of the people there, the Bharat Gold Mines has reserves to
produce gold till 2100. When such is the case, it could have thought of giving the Bharat Gold Mines on a
clean slate to a private organisation. Perhaps, that could renew the working of the Bharat Gold Mines.

So, | would personally think that the Government should consider going in for disinvestment of all those
loss-making units or those units which are not running very well; thereby it should try and get out of the
hospitality industry and give them to people who can manage them better and concentrate on certain
important sectors of the industry.

The President also outlined the need for external and internal security. Madam, everybody knows that
external security is, no doubt, important. And money is provided in the Budget for the expenditure
incurred on modernising the Army, the Armoured Corps, the Navy and the Air Force. | will not go into the
details regarding that, but regarding internal security, we are lagging behind because we do not have
adequate surveillance, including night surveillance for which checks, frisks and searches are being
made. They are using dogs for searches. Perhaps, it limits the chances of the necessary infrastructure
and if it is assigned to a special agency, it can help in securing internal security.

Then the President also stressed on the IT education. Karnataka has been a pioneer in the field of IT. The
Karnataka Government has come out with a multipronged strategy to tackle software piracy. It is a big
crime. It has also become a big business. So, | feel that the other States as well as the Central
Government should undertake steps to prevent piracy in software and in trying to help IT education.
Engineering Colleges are not enough. High quality and higher educational institutions to foster greater
software technicians are needed.

We are lagging behind in hardware. So, | feel that the Government has thought about the hardware which
is laudable. But adequate attention should be paid to this aspect so that we can compete with hardware
giants like Japan and the USA.

With these words | strongly oppose the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address. | would like to
thank the Chair also. Thank you very much.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Ramdas Athawale. ...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN : You should hear the last word from the Government's side.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Ramdas Athawale, you are using every occasion to speak. Please conclude.
Everything is important.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Ramdas Athawale, yours is a single-Member Party. You have taken a lot of time.
Please conclude now.
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SHRI PABAN SINGH GHATOWAR (DIBRUGARH): Mr. Chairman Sir, | would only refer to a few points of
the hon. President's Address because most of the points have already been covered by the hon.
Members from both the sides.

Sir, | would like to refer to para 8 of the President's Address which has rightly referred to the cautionary
words of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar about the inequality in the social and economic life despite our
political freedom, and admits that this inequality continues in our national life even today.

The Address has mentioned about the achievement of the Government, without giving any practical
solution about poverty which is prevailing in our country. In the Address, the hon. President has
mentioned about production of 209 million tonnes of foodgrains in our country. At the same time, the



farmers in many parts of our country are living in very difficult situations because they have to go in for
distress sale of their produce. At many places, they have resorted to suicide also. Sir, while lakhs of
tonnes of foodgrains are stored in the godowns of our country, because of the lack of storage facility,
every year, we are destroying many tonnes of foodgrains. At the same time, people in many parts of the
country are going to their beds without a square meal. They are starving. At the same time, we are not in
a position to distribute our food while many people are going to their beds without food.

According to a rough estimate, even today, about 30 per cent people of our country live below the
poverty line. | think, the Government has to look properly at this situation. Many things are mentioned in
the President's Address and they have tried to highlight the achievement of the Government also, but
there is no mention of creation of jobs. Last time, the Government had mentioned that they would create
about one crore jobs every year. But this time = | do not know what is the reason - the Government is
totally silent about it.

Without land reforms, rural poverty cannot be eradicated in our country. Only two States have ventured
for land reforms. | think, the Government has to take special steps to implement land reforms and the
land must go to the tiller. Sir, there are crores of people - I think about 10 crores of people — who are
agricultural labour in our country. There is no mention about the welfare of this agricultural labour though
they are working very hard and producing many million tonnes of foodgrains for our countrymen. But
they have to pass their days in starvation. | think, that thing has to be sorted out by the Government.

Also, | think, judicial reforms should be there to provide speedy justice to the people. In our present
system, people have to wait for many years to get justice. | think, justice delayed is justice denied and
everybody is feeling that. The Government has to think in that direction.

Sir, I will just mention about the policy of the NDA Government which is very harsh towards the working
class of our country. In the name of second generation liberalisation policy, the Government has now
decided to amend the Industrial Disputes Act. The framers of our Constitution, after long deliberations,
had given protection to the working class of this country. The working class has given their sweat and
blood for the construction of this country.

The Industrial Disputes Act gives protection to the employees, as far as their service is concerned, but
this Government has decided to do away with it. Now, they are giving the right of 'hire and fire' to the
employers in the country. | think, it will be a great injustice to the working-class. This protection was
given by the Congress Government in recognition of the contribution of the working-class in our freedom
movement, and in the development of our country. Therefore, this Government has to rethink about this
move.

Sir, umpteen number of concessions and benefits have been given to the corporate sector, and the
multinational corporations. The Government has decided to cut the interest rate on the hard-earned
provident fund savings of the working-class. The Government mentioned about the abolition of Section
10 of the Contract Labour Act, which protects the poor workers; the workers get protection under this
Section. Now, in favour of the big employers, the Government has decided to abolish this Section.

Sir, | would like to refer to paragraph 15 of the President's Address in which there is a mention about the
North-East region. The North-East region is surrounded by neighbouring countries; ninety-eight per cent
of their borders is with the neighbouring countries, and only two per cent of the region has links with the
mainland. You can appreciate the difficulty of those people living in that enclave of our country. Those
who are the sentinels of our country are facing all sorts of trouble.

When I first came to Parliament, there were 19 connectivities by Air, so far as the North-East region is
concerned. Now, they have been reduced to nine. In other parts of the country, they are opening new
airport, but here, they have closed down some of the airport. There is only one train line in the North-East
region. The representatives of the North-East region have been demanding North-bound and South-
bound trains, but the Railway Ministry did not consider it, and no new train was given to the North-East
region. Coming to the road condition, the valley of North-Eastern region is ravaged by floods every year,
which destroys the roads and bridges in the North-Eastern region. The floods destroy property worth
hundreds and hundreds of crores of rupees; thousands of acres of land are eroded by the mighty
Brahmaputra and other rivers in the North-Eastern region. The Government has to have some special
programmes to protect this fertile land from erosion caused by the rivers. Long back, the Government
has declared the Brahmaputra River as national waterways, but there is no work or navigation being
undertaken there. Before Independence, it used to be the main source of transport through Bangladesh.
There is no effort from the Government side in this regard.



Let me mention about the burning problem of insurgency in the North-East region. The insurgency
problem is the most important problem of the region. Many lives were lost, but the problems remain as
they were before. There must be serious effort from the Central Government and all concerned for
initiating a meaningful dialogue and negotiation with the militant organisations. There must not be
different yardsticks for Assam and Jammu and Kashmir, while dealing with the insurgency problem.

Sir, Rashtrapathiji has rightly mentioned about the speedy implementation of the Special Development
Package for the North-Eastern region. Sir, | am sorry to mention that the ground reality is quite different.

Sir, one of the former Prime Ministers of this country laid the foundation stone for the construction of a
Gas Cracker project in the State of Assam five years back, but not a single brick so far has been laid
there. Whenever we go back to our State, people say that this was the kind of treatment that was meted
out to the people of Assam by the Central Government.

Sir, another former Prime Minister of the country laid the foundation stone for a bridge to be built over
the Brahmaputra river at Bogibeel three years back, but even today they have not completed the survey
for this project. | do not know as to how these projects would be completed speedily in deference to the
wishes of the hon. President.

Sir, there have been no private investments in the region saying that the law and order situation was
bad. There has been no public sector investment in the area. No jobs have been created. There are lakhs
of educated unemployed youth in the region. In the absence of job they are taking recourse to arms. |
think, it is high time that the Government of India think seriously about the problems of the North-Eastern
Region. It is because a large number of people are agitating for seccession from India and this threatens
the very unity and integrity of our country. The Government of India has to think over it seriously.

Sir, peace would not return to the region through the barrels of the gun. The military and the para-military
forces have been stationed in the region for over 20 years now. But they have not been able to contain
militancy. Peace has to come through the development of the region.

Sir, Rashtrapatiji has rightly mentioned about the leakages and mismanagement of public funds. | am
sorry to mention here that the Chief Minister of Assam was chargesheeted by the CBI but he was given
protection by a Constitutional authority by not allowing the CBI to file the case before the High Court.

Sir, the Government of Assam has not been holding the Panchayat elections in the State for the last four
years and they are mis-utilising the funds that have been earmarked for the purpose of rural
development.

Sir, | would make my last point before | conclude my speech. While a section of the people in the State is
fighting for secession from India, it has become all the more important for the Government of India to
take all necessary steps to ensure that people get the opportunity, through a democratic participation, to
elect a Government of their choice. The Assembly elections in the State of Assam are due in another two
months. But the Government in power at the State is creating a lot of problems for the Opposition
parties, particularly in regard to holding public meetings and rallies.

Sir, | would like to cite one such instance here. One of the hon. Members of this House, Shri P.A. Sangma
and former Chief Minister Assam were prevented from holding a public meeting in the district of
Nawgaon in Assam. The people should get the opportunity to elect a Government of their choice,
otherwise it would not only create problems for the region but would also effect our democracy as a
whole. The basic strength of democracy is derived from holding free and fair elections.

Therefore, to preserve the unity and integrity of the region, | urge upon the Central Government to take
all steps for holding free and fair elections in the State of Assam. This is a must for the unity and integrity
of the State in particular and of the country in general.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri P.R.Kyndiah, we allotted total 10 hours for discussion of this Motion. Now, every
speaker would get five minutes each.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: There are three more speakers. He is the last speaker from this side.

SHRI P.R. KYNDIAH (SHILLONG): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | would like to thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak. | would like to refer to a few areas of concern. Many of the speakers have
mentioned about Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar. | would only like to quote as to what he said. He said, ‘in



politics we will have equality and in social and economic life, you will have inequality. We must remove
this contradiction at the earliest’. These are the words of Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar. But | can say that
even after 53 years of our Independence the contradictions persist, economic disparities continue; social
inequality is unabated and religious freedom is endangered.

I would like to refer to a recent occurrence. | am referring to the biggest ever census operation that had
taken place in the country. It is in fact the biggest in a democratic country where census operation is
conducted. In the census operation, an enumerator has to go to every citizen to enumerate and also get
some details about family. There is a column in the form 8, | have that form with me here, which will
reinforce what | have said, the contradiction and the denial of rights to profess a religion. This particular
column says, "If Scheduled Caste, write name of the Scheduled Caste from the list supplied. Scheduled
Castes can be only among Hindus, Sikhs, and Buddhists." So, a person belonging to a Scheduled Caste
cannot write his own religion, excepting those mentioned

We know for a fact that in the country today there are many Scheduled Caste people who belong to their
traditional religions, to their indigenous faiths but they cannot write them. In the area where | come from,
there are people belonging to Scheduled Tribes, and Scheduled Castes, who profess their own
indigenous religions. They cannot write that. Those who have become Christians cannot mention their
religion as Christianity. Those who are Jains cannot write the name of their religion.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Mr. Chairman, the Minister should intimate this point to the
Government for proper reply on the issue.

SHRI P.R. KYNDIAH : This is a blatant violation of articles 14, 15 and 25 of the Constitution. This point is
very important. It is time that we realise the true import of these provisions under the Constitution.
Article 15 of the Constitution says, "The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds only
of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them." Article 14 says, "The State shall not deny to
any person equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India.” The
most important provision in this connection, Article 25 says, "&€| all persons are equally entitled to
freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, practise and propagate religion.”

The hon. Minister is here. | think this is a very important matter and it is a clear and blatant violation of
the Constitution. There has been public opinion expressed by a number of leaders. This concern has
been conveyed in a communication to the Prime Minister, to the President, to the Minorities Commission
and also to the Registrar General and Census Commissioner. The institutions which have spearheaded
this awareness campaign are the Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and for
Backward Classes of the Catholic Bishop Conference of India and others. They have sent letters to the
Government. It has been their view, and it is my view also, that since this is an illegal means of forcing
Indian citizens to enlist their religion as only Hinduism, Sikhism or Buddhism, it is important that a freeze
is imposed on all data that may have been already collected on this score.

Since this is the post mortem, we cannot do anything just now because the operation is over. But we
could have a freezing on this score. That is very important. Unless we do something about it, it will mean
that we still go on continuing with allowing denial of religion profession. So, | want to bring it to the kind
attention of the Government to do something about it.

Sir, | will not talk about the whole of North-East. Since | would not like to take much time of the House, |
would concentrate on two issues. Here is a very important question. Let me just read out from the
President's Address because it is very important. Para 15 says:

"There is relative improvement in the situation in the North-East. Peace and normalcy in this
strategic region require both political stability and faster socio-economic development."

| agree with it. Para 15 further says:

"This has to be combined with fair action against militant and extremist outfits."

| agree here also.

But here | think, it is very important. The President says which is, of course, the Government of India's
view:

"l urge the State Governments to ensure that there is no mismanagement or leakage of public



funds. For this, they should carry out effective decentralisation, strengthen democratic
institutions, and increase participation of people’s organisations. They must also protect the
minorities in their respective States. "

It books all simple. We are against leakage or mismanagement of funds. But it should be specific. They
cannot bundle the entire seven States of the North-East in one lot. How can they club it altogether? My
colleague has just now said about Assam. Well, the Government may take action on the points raised by
him, that is a different thing all together. But if they put all the States in the same category, the Seven-
States as a Unit, that will not be fair. They are all full-fledged States. They are individually just as good as
Karnataka or Andhra Pradesh or for that matter Uttar Pradesh.

There was a word "should" used by the hon. President. | have consulted Oxford dictionary. As per the
dictionary, when the word "should" is used, it is an order. And in this context, it is an order by the Centre
to the State Government. It is not to the Administration. There is a lot of difference between the
Administration and the State Government. In the Address, there is a word used "must". It is an order. Can
this statement be taken as otherwise? | have nothing to play politics out of it. This has no party politics. |
will give you the break up of party position in the North-East. We have two regional parties — NDA
combined in Assam and Mizoram; two Congress - Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland; one CPM - Tripura;
one coalition Government in my State, regional party NCP and BJP; Samata led Government in -
Manipur.

What | am talking is that whether these kinds of orders can be sent, in the same manner, to any other
States of the country. Can they do it? Would they dare to do it there? Can the Government of India order
any State Governemnt in this regard? They may particularise a certain State or organisation but they
cannot take away the constitutional autonomy of any State. | would say that they cannot and dare do it in
other States.

Now | come to the main point. The mindset of those who are in Delhi is very important. How do they look
at the North-East? Yesterday, we had a meeting with the hon. Minister of Civil Aviation. During that
meeting an hon. Member of Parliament said: 'We are in the North-East; not in the far-east.’ A sense of
alienation dominates the North-East. It is the partition of India that dealt a body blow to the social,
economic, psychological, geographical and every aspect relating to the North-East. On the 15t of
August, 1947, with one stroke of the creation of East Pakistan, we were taken away from mainland India.
So, connectivity is crucial. We have to connect.

Shri Ananth Kumar was the Minister of Civil Aviation earlier. He had dealt with this situation. We had a
Jayakrishnan Report, which was very good. It had recommended the introduction of 50-seaters to the
North-East. | believe, Shri Sharad Yadav agreed to it yesterday. We are looking forward to that.

Another most important aspect is that we are battling insurgency in the North-East. We, the MPs from the
North-East have combined together forming a North-East MPs' Forum. Irrespective of party affiliations
and cutting across party lines, our main demand is that peace could be brought through development. |
would now add that peace could be achieved by generation of employment.

| would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister, through you, to a news item. It comes from the
mouth of a very senior key official in the Ministry of Home Affairs in which he has said: 'Bad governance,
prime reason for North-East insurgency’. This is completely wrong. You cannot say that the fight against
militancy is a fight against bad governance. How can you describe the entire North-East as experiencing
bad governance? This is really wrong. This is a very wrong perception about the North-East. The analysis
was over simplistic.

When there was some police firing or militants’ firing in Shillong, seven businessmen were killed and in
one of the newspapers they said, 'Five Indian businessmen have been killed', as if Shillong was not in
India. Is this the media perception too? This is wrong. When there was a change of Government in
Manipur and the Samata party took over power, they said: 'Kohima calling'. They did not know that the
capital of Manipur was Imphal. This is how we look at the North-East. How can we solve the problems of
the North-East if we do not know even the State capitals and if we do not know that Shillong is a part of
India?

| was a freedom fighter when we fought for India’s Independence. In Mizoram, there were freedom
fighters; in Assam, there were freedom fighters; in Nagaland, there were freedom fighters. It is not as if
we belong to a foreign country. This perception from Delhi should change completely.



When | was the Head of the State in Mizoram, | received a letter from the Ministry of Defence addressed
to: 'P.R. Kyndiah, Governor, Mizoram, Agartala’. Agartala is the capital of Tripura. This is the kind of
ignorance that is there about the North-East. This is unthinkable. | believe that this is the time to make
people aware of the problems of the North-East so that we can solve the problems together. There is no
party concern here. It is the concern for national integrity and integration. We are proud citizens of India.
We want to see that the North-East is brought into the economic mainstream and political mainstream of
India.

SHRI N.N. KRISHNADAS (PALGHAT): Sir, at the outset, | would like to oppose the Motion moved by Dr.
Vijay Kumar Malhotra, on the President's Address.

Conventionally, we consider the President's Address as the declaration of policy of the existing
Government. But in that context, this policy declaration is actually a proclamation of war against the
general public of the country.

| will take only a very few minutes and | will not go into the details. In a democratic system, the
Government should work for the people, and it should reflect the aspirations and wishes of the common
people of the country. The various political and economic measures adopted by the present Government
are totally against the interests of the general public of the country.

The main and important points have already been covered by earlier speakers from my Party and other
Parties also. So, | would like to restrict my speech only to a few other points.

First of all, | would like to mention something about the unemployment problem of the country. | am very
sorry to say that not even a single mention has been made about the major issue, which we are facing in
the country, that is, the growing unemployment problem of the country.

New proposals have also come up for amendment of the Industrial Disputes Act and giving sanctity for
the labour contract system in our country. | do not wish to go into the details as to how it will affect the
working class of the country. | will try to point out the aim of that system. Firstly, private employment
exchanges are coming up in our country. | do not want to go into the details and | am cutting short my
speech further.

On the one hand, with its policies, the Government is accelerating the unemployment in our country and
on the other hand, the Government is giving legal sanctity to exploit the unemployed youths and masses
of our country. It is very unfortunate. Not even a single mention has been made about the growing
unemployment problem in our country. So, | oppose this Motion.

Secondly, | want to mention something about the agricultural sector. | come from Kerala. We are very
proud of producing cash crops like rubber, pepper, cardamom, etc. Kerala is known for its coconut
cultivation. Mr. Chairman, Sir, you may be aware of the coconut lobby of our country and the existing
system. Now, what is happening is this. For that lobby, the situation has become a nightmare. The very
Central Government, which encourages people for cultivating cash crops, is adopting measures that will
bring down prices of those crops. The prices of rubber and other cash crops have plummeted and the
people are fighting for their existence.

21.00 hrs.

Sir, as you are aware that the hon. Prime Minister had a very peaceful stay in our State. We are very
proud of it. At that time all the party leaders, including the BJP, met him and tried to explain the kind of
situation that is being faced by the agriculturists and the people of Kerala. He listened everything and
then he assured that he would wipe out the tears of the people of Kerala. He declared a Package Project
for Kerala. That is known as Kumarakom Package Project. That was promised by the Prime Minister while
he was staying in Kumarakom very recently. Then, what happened? When he came back to Delhi, he
became busy with other matters. | am sorry to say that he has forgotten about the declaration and the
promise that he had made during his stay at Kumarakom. After that declaration, for that project,
according to the direction of the Central Government, the Government of Kerala submitted many
proposals to implement that package. | would request that that package should be implemented
immediately. That was the promise made by the Prime Minister and it should be implemented
immediately.

| would like to make a point about Public Distribution System. The State of Kerala has the best Public
Distribution System in our country. But the existing policy of the Union Government is totally destroying
the Public Distribution System in the State of Kerala. | do not want to go into the details. But there is no
mention about the Public Distribution System in the President's Addiress. It is very unfortunate that the



Policy of the Union Government is destroying the existing Public Distribution System in our country,
especially in the State of Kerala.

My hon. friend, Dr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra, while moving the Motion has read out a statement given by the
Minorities Commission regarding an unfortunate incident that occurred in Kerala very recently. | would
like to say that the Union Government is badly communalising and politicising the Central Minorities
Commission also. We do not have any doubt about that. We are sure that the people of Keral have come
to know of the situation and what is going on there. | am sure about it. Nobody can fool the people of
Kerala. That is the reply | would like to give on that matter.

With these words, | am concluding my speech.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Discussion on Motion of Thanks is over. The Leader of the Opposition and the Prime
Minister will speak on 12" March 2001 at 1200 hours, followed by voting.

The House stands adjourned to meet at 11 a.m. on Monday, the 12th March, 2001.
21.13 hrs
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock
on Monday, March 12, 2001/Phalguna, 21,1922 (Saka).



