Title: Regarding order of the Government of Taliban to destroy the ancient Buddhist and other statues in Afghanistan.
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Matsuura, on Wednesday, urged Taliban to reconsider this decision. He said:

"Carrying out this decision would be a real cultural disaster that will cause irreparable harm to the
heritage of exceptional value. This heritage is central to Afghanistan's memory and identity and is a
landmark in the history of other civilisations."

Buddhists in Japan and Thailand have also called on the Taliban to re-consider its decision. It is reported in the
newspaper:

"Sri Lanka has launched a major diplomatic offensive to save the historic Buddhist statues. Foreign
Minister, Lakshman Kadirgamar, asked his envoys in India, Thailand, Myanmar, and Nepal to have urgent
consultations to workout a strategy to deal with the threat."
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Foreign Minister in the ousted Burhanuddin Rabbani said:

"The Statues are no longer part of religion, but are now part of the country's heritage and history."
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SHRI SURESH KURUP (KOTTAYAM): Sir, this House should condemn the fatwa issued by the Taliban to destroy
the ancient Buddhist statues in Afghanistan. These statues are a brilliant blend of ancient Persian, Greek,
Gandhara and Indian aesthetic traditions. Besides, this is a direct attack against the sentiments of the vast Asian
population. India, being one of the oldest living civilisations in the world, should take a lead in resisting this
movement.

| do not know whether this Government which protects the religious bigots in this country will be able to do that.
These people who destroy religious places in India are the counterparts of Taliban here.

SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA (MAVELIKARA): Sir, the fatwa issued by the Taliban to destroy the ancient
Buddhist statues is a very shocking incident. This should be taken very seriously. The Government should take up
the issue with the Government of Afghanistan to stop any kind of demolition of the Buddhist statues. These are the
symbols of our ancient tradition. Although it has come out in all the newspapers, it is unfortunate that the
Government did not take cognizance of this issue. This is a very serious issue. This is agitating not only the minds
of thousands and thousands of Buddhists but people belonging to other religions in this country. Destruction of the
ancient monuments and statues will create ill-will among the people of our country.

Sir, through you, | request the Government to take up the issue very seriously and do the needful. The Minister of
Parliamentary Affairs is present in the House. The Government should give an assurance to the Buddhists and
other people who are really painful to know about this incident....(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: You are not allowing the Government to speak.
...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions)™
SHRI SURESH KURUP : This House should condemn it....(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Let us hear the reply of the Government.
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MR. SPEAKER: | am not allowing you since the matter is pending before the Privileges Committee.
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SHRI BHAN SINGH BHAURA (BHATINDA): Sir, | would like to mention a matter of urgent public importance, namely
discrimination against the regional languages on Doordarshan Channel....(Interruptions)
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