Title: References made to passing away of Shri Indraijit Gupta a sitting member of 131" Lok Sabha and also the member of Second to
Fifth and Seventh to Twelfth Lok Sabha, from 1957 to 1977 and 1980 to 1999 today i.e. on 20.02.2001.

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, | have to inform the House with profound sorrow of the passing away of one of our
esteemed colleagues, Shri Indrajit Gupta.

Shri Indrajit Gupta was a sitting Member of Lok Sabha representing Midnapore Parliamentary Constituency of West
Bengal. He was earlier a Member of Second and Third Lok Sabha from 1960 to 1967 representing Calcutta South-
West; Fourth and Fifth Lok Sabha from 1967 to 1977 representing Alipore; Seventh and Eighth Lok Sabha from
1980 to 1989 representing Basirhat; and Ninth to Twelfth Lok Sabha from 1989 to 1999 representing Midnapore
parliamentary constituencies of West Bengal. Being the senior-most Member, Shri Gupta was popularly known as
"Father of the House'".

An able administrator, Shri Gupta served as Minister of Home Affairs in the Union Council of Ministers from 1996 to
1998.

A well-known Parliamentarian, Shri Gupta was Chairman of Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence during
1995-1996 and was presently Chairman of Committee on Subordinate Legislation since 1999. He was also a
member of various Parliamentary Committees like Rules Committee during 1990-1991; General Purposes
Committee during 1985-1989 and from 1998 onwards; Committee on Defence from 1998-2000; Committee on
Petitions during 1986-1987; Business Advisory Committee 1986-1987 and 1989; Library Committee during 1990-
1991 and Committee to Review Lok Sabha Secretariat Rules, 1955 during 1990.

A popular trade unionist, Shri Gupta represented various trade unions and lost no time in highlighting the problems
faced by the workers.

A man of letters, he had to his credit two publications, namely, “Capital and Labour in the Jute Industry’ and "Self
Reliance in National Defence'.

A widely travelled person, Shri Gupta was a member of Indian Parliamentary Delegation to |.P.U. Conferences,
London in 1975 and Madrid in 1976. He was also a member of Prime Minister's Delegation to Namibia in 1990.

An able and active Parliamentarian, Shri Indrajit Gupta was conferred with the “Outstanding Parliamentarian' Award
in 1992.

Shri Indrajit Gupta passed away during the early hours today at Kolkata at the age of 81, after a brief iliness.

We deeply mourn the loss of our respected colleague and | am sure that the House will join me in conveying our
condolences to the members of the bereaved family.
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SHRIMATI| SONIA GANDHI (AMETHI): Mr. Speaker, Sir, the passing away of Shri Indrajit Gupta is not only a loss

for Parliament, not only a loss for West Bengal but it is a national loss. He was the senior-most Member of the Lok
Sabha. Every intervention by him was listened with silence and with great respect. His analytical mind was able to
delineate the most complex political, social and economic issues in a manner that always convinced his audience.
His understanding of the problem facing our country was quite remarkable.

He did not ever raise his voice or use harsh words, and his masterly debating brilliance will be remembered for a
long time by all of us and by all his colleagues. He was truly a great patriotic Indian.

My family's close links with him go back to the 1930s when he used to study in England with my mother-in-law.

My husband and | continued our association with him. We looked up to Shri Indrajit Gupta as an elderly statesman
whose vision of India was all inclusive, never exclusive. He left no one out. His example will continue to inspire



future generations.

On behalf of the Congress Party, | would like to express my condolences, my deepfelt feelings of empathy and
support to the members of the bereaved family, to the members of his political party and to all his followers and
admirers.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE (BOLPUR): Sir, it is one of the saddest days in the history of this House that we
shall no longer find Comrade Indrajit Gupta adorning the front benches of this House and | stand here to mourn the
loss of one of the most outstanding politicians and parliamentarians of all times.

We will no longer hear his reasoned arguments. He was a debater par

excellence, always fully conscious of the norms, rules and procedures of the House. He could hold the whole
House to total silence because of his arguments. He always touched the hearts of the people. He earned their
respect by his dedicated service to the people.

An ardent socialist, he was dedicated towards the upliftment of the people, removing disparities amongst the people
and one of the greatest leaders of the trade union movement, always fought for the vulnerable sections of the
community.

He came to Parliament as one of the well-established leaders of the masses and by sheer service and the merit of
his contribution, he earned the respect of all the sections of the House.

He could have lived an easier and comfortable life, but he chose the path of struggle. After his return from England,
he plunged himself into the trade union movement and he was looked as one of the Messiahs of the toiling masses
of this country.

I have had the great fortune to serve here like his younger brother. He showed us light, he showed us direction and
whenever there was any occasion when we could not decide what to do, he was there to guide us.

| do not have sufficient words to express my deepest anguish today. He was a reluctant Minister. | know that he did
not really enjoy that.

But with sincerity, he dedicated himself to the discharge of his functions and we could see, as a Home Minister, his
compassion for the people. He always held the scale even. | am sure, everybody who had seen him as a Minister,
will agree that he not only believed in but also practised total transparency in the discharge of his duties as a very
important Minister in the Central Cabinet. | do not know when we can find replacements, if at all, for substitutes like
Shri Indrajit Gupta. We are really poorer today. The struggling people of this country who are still suffering from
various injustices, imperfections and denials, have lost one of their outstanding leaders and a true friend in his
passing away. There are many problems still besetting us. Unfortunately, we will not have his counsel, his
leadership in the years to come. My party and all of us sincerely mourn his passing away and his loss, and | request
you to kindly convey our feelings of deep distress and anguish to his family.

Let us be inspired by the example that he has left behind. Let us not do anything which will, in any way, affect the
greatness of this institution to which he was also dedicated. He believed in the supremacy of Parliament. He
believed that Parliament can solve any of our problems and, for good reason, he was selected as the outstanding
Parliamentarian. He was the first choice and it came to him automatically.

Let us all pledge ourselves to follow his example.

SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU (SRIKAKULAM): Sir, today is a sad day for all of us. Today, this House has been hit by a
more powerful quake in the form of the death of Shri Indrajit Babu. For me, it is very difficult to think of this august
House without Shri Indrajit Gupta. He has been a Member of Parliament from the beginning, except for two years.
He was elected to this august House eleven times. We, the Members, have to learn how to maintain the dignity and
the decorum of the House. For the last five years, | have been a Member of this august House. His behaviour, his
attitude in the House have always been graceful. If there was any crisis in this House, he gave beautiful advice to
the Chair and to all the leaders of the political parties on how to resolve that. | have had the privilege of being a
Minister with Shri Indrajit Babu during the Eleventh Lok Sabha. His commitment, his wisdom, his advice in the
Cabinet were very useful for this country. We have learnt a lot from Shri Indrajit Gupta. My party has always loved
Indrajit Babu. The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri Chandrababu Naidu always praised Shri Indrajit Gupta for
his Gandhian philosophy, for his simplicity and for his way of life. So, | appeal to you that in the memory of Shri
Indrajit Gupta, you should take steps to install his statue in the Parliament House.

He had been elected 11 times as Member of Parliament. He was the seniormost Member in the Parliament. He
acted as the pro-tem speaker, conducted the House and administered oath to all the Members of Parliament. On



behalf of my Telugu Desam Party, on behalf of my parliamentary party and on my own behalf, | convey my sincere
and heartfelt condolences to the members of the bereaved family of Shri Indrajit Gupta.
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THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI T.R. BAALU): Mr. Speaker Sir, Shri Indrajit Gupta, a
tall and towering personality of this august House, is no more with us. Sir, you used to call him as father of this
House. Not only me, but every parliamentarian learnt lessons from him about how to conduct oneself in this august
House.

Sir, there is a kural by Saint Thiruvalluvar :
"Nerunal ulanoruvan inrillai yenum
perumai udaithu ivwulagu."

It means “the man who has lived yesterday is no more today. The man who is living today may not be tomorrow."
That is the pride of this earth.

Sir, there is one more saying:
"Thakkar thagavilar enbadhu avaravar
etchathhal kaanappadum.”"

It means "to identify the personality of a man, see his performance. Shri Indrajit Gupta had performed and had
fought against the tyranny of totalitarianism for the sake of proletariat, fought against the tyranny many times to
safeguard the interest of the democracy. Sir, the nation has lost an illustrious son. My leader, Dr. Kalaignar
Karunanidhi has lost his own bosom friend.

Sir, | conclude with the remark that on behalf of the DMK Party, | would like to convey our condolence message to
the bereaved family.
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SHRI P.H. PANDIYAN(TIRUNELVELI): Mr. Speaker, Sir, the House is full of grief and sorrow at the sudden demise
of the 'Father of the House' Shri Indrajit Gupta.

Sir, we heard a lot about him. When | entered this House, he was the pro tem Speaker administering the Oath of
Office to Members. During my student days, through newspapers, | heard his arguments in this House because he
was a senior Member of Parliament. He has displayed courage and conviction throughout his life. He was a very
simple man. He has followed certain principles and lived up to his principles till his death. He was a model
Parliamentarian. Each Member has to instil in his mind the ideals that he has left.

Sir, we may say that death is certain because it is nature's law. He was born here and now he died. We know that
he was suffering, and he shared this fact with me. As a Parliamentarian, he has been a shining example in India.
His death has caused an irreparable loss to this House and to the Communist Party. | may cite him and one of his
comrades, Shri M.K. Sundaram, who was a Member of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, as an example. They
were not having a small house to live in. He has lived up to his communist principles. He was a trade union leader.

| share the sentiments and the grief expressed by the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition, leaders of other
parties and Members of this House.

On my behalf and on behalf of the AIADMK, | express my grief and sorrow and offer my heartfelt condolences,
through you, Sir, to the bereaved family.
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SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN (COOCHBEHAR): Mr. Speaker, Sir, Indrajitda is no more. The cruel death has
snatched him away from our midst.

| join you on behalf of my party Forward Bloc and myself to pay respect and homage to the memory of Shri Indrajit
Gupta.

We lost a good friend of the working class people and the peasantry. Particularly as Left Front Members, we lost



our guardian.

You rightly said that he was the 'Father of the House' when you first spoke. We did not give importance to that. But
today we feel for that. | have been in this august House for a long time. This is my eighth tenure and in this long
tenure | have seen many Parliamentarians but | must say that Shri Indrajit Gupta is the best among the best
Parliamentarians.

| pay my respect to his memory.
SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY (MIRYALGUDA): Sir, thanks for this opportunity.
We have known for some time that this was to come. Even so, it is difficult for us to reconcile ourselves to this day.

As a Parliamentarian, he was simply incomparable. He was non pareil. The vibrant democracy of our country has
produced many great Parliamentarians starting from Satyamurthy onwards but even so he belonged to his own
genre. He was non pareil as a Parliamentarian. He was sui generis as a Parliamentarian.

Though he was redoubtable as a Parliamentarian, he was childlike when it came to personal interactions. As a
human being, he was magnificent. He was sans par in that he was a peer sans reproach, above reproach. His
simplicity used to stand out and the Western Court will stand out as a memorial to his simplicity.

Though he was a first rate Bolshevik, it is ironical that he used to adhere to the parliamentary norms and forms
scrupulously and sedulously. For many people like us, he was an icon. We have learnt many a lesson almost at his
feet.

Our nation will find it difficult to have another Parliamentarian of his stature.

SHRI G.M. BANATWALLA (PONNANI): Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are all deeply grieved at the sad demise of a fatherly
figure in the House, Shri Indrajit Gupta.

He was a towering personality. His speeches in the House are an eloquent testimony of his great contribution to
nation building.

Shri Indrajit gupta and myself have throughout our terms been neighbours in the Western Court. He continued in
the Western Court even after assuming the august office of the Home Minister of the nation.

We all deeply mourn the loss of this towering personality and dedicated leader of the toiling masses.

On behalf of my party and myself, | would request you to kindly convey our heartfelt condolences to the bereaved
family.
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SHRIMATI KRISHNA BOSE (JADAVPUR): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of my Party and on behalf of my leader,
Kumari Mamata Banerjee, | would like to add our deepest sense of sorrow at the passing away of Shri Indrajit
Gupta. He was the pro tem Speaker and | took oath to him three times. | had the good fortune to know him quite
well. | remember, when he was the Home Minister, he did not confine himself to his Minister's room, but he used to
sit with us in the Central Hall and ask us to share a cup of coffee or maybe an idli with him. It was a pleasure to
listen to him. Whenever he stood up, we all sat up. We knew that we are about to hear a good speech and a
sensible thing from him.

Sir, on the last days, | found that he was rather sad. He was sad because the Parliament that he saw when he
came here, the dignity of Parliament, the standard of debate that he saw, he thought was there no more. He used to
be sad and he used to tell us about it. | think today the best homage that we can pay to him is to re-dedicate
ourselves and to say that we shall try our best to keep up the standard of parliamentary debate, the standard of
dignity and decorum of the House. | am sure that would be the greatest homage that we can pay to him.

With these words, | add my deepest sense of sorrow on behalf of my party and my colleagues. | do hope that you
will convey this to his followers and to his family. Thank you.



MR. SPEAKER: The House may now stand in silence for a short while as a mark of respect to the memory of
departed soul.

(The Members then stood in silence for a short while.)

MR. SPEAKER : The House stands adjourned to meet on Thursday, February 22, 2001 at 11.00 A.M.
12.00 hrs
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock
on Thursday, February 22, 2001/Phalguna 3, 1922 (Saka).



