Title: Regarding felicitations offered to the Deputy Speaker.

11.20 hrs.
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SHRISOMNATH CHATTERJEE (BOLPUR): Mr. Speaker Sir, | congratulate Shri P.M. Sayeed and also the people of Lakshadweep.
I am sure that they are very proud today for having selected and elected continuously a very worthy representative of theirs who has
adorned this House for decades.

Sir, the Prime Minister referred to his coming everytime. He has become a permanent fixture of this House. We have known him as
one of the friendliest Members and a good guide who has maintained excellent relationship with everybody in the House. By nature,
he is amiable. He cannot get annoyed with us. That is why, we are not going to take advantage of his amiability and good nature. He
has already made his mark and shown his undoubted capacity to be a very worthy Presiding Officer of this House and we are very
very happy that in recognition of his services which he has rendered to the House and to the cause of the parliamentary democracy
that he has been unanimously selected once again. We wish him all the best. Speaking for my party and on my own behalf, we assure
the fullest cooperation with the Chair, with Mr. Sayeed as Deputy-Speaker, and | am sure, as before, he will continue to render his
services to this House and through this House, to the people of this country. Sir, | hope that he will not interrupt the supply of tuna to us
from time to time.
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SHRIM.V.V.S. MURTHY (VISAKHAPATNAM): Mr. Speaker, Sir, | am very happy personally and also on behalf of my
Telugu Desam Party, we heartily congratulate Shri P.M. Sayeed. He has been in this House continuously from 1967
onwards. He has mastered the art of winning the election as well as the hearts of the Members of this House also. Really,
itis a great event. Also, he has seen all types of winds in this House. He has also mastered the art of keeping the House in

dignity.



Shri P.M. Sayeed has occupied the administrative Office of the Minister also. | know him personally. We are really gratified
and elevated on his election as Deputy-Speaker. | am sure, with the decorum and dignity, he will maintain this House at all
times. We wish him all the success.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (MIDNAPORE): Mr. Speaker, Sir, | think Shri Sayeed"'""'s election today was a foregone
conclusion. There is nobody who can match him in his long record in the chair and his popularity is something which
requires to be properly understood and diagnosed why he is so popular with everybody in the House, not to speak of his
own constituency in Lakshadweep. His nature and his character is such that we all know him for so many years as a very
close friend also apart from being the Deputy-Speaker. He is the most amiable, most friendly and most affectionate
Deputy-Speaker apart from being the most efficient - | should say - person that we have had all these years. So, as far as
my group is concerned, we, of course, will cooperate with him fully in every way.

| am conscious of the fact that | am perhaps congratulating a future Father of the House. He has not got much further to
go before he reaches that level. So, anyway, | wish him all success. We are very very happy today at his unanimous
election.
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SHRIP.H. PANDIAN (TIRUNELVELI): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I, on behalf of the AIADMK Party and on my own behalf, offer our
felicitations to the Deputy-Speaker, Shri P.M. Sayeed, on his unanimous election.

| know the difficult task of the Presiding Officer of any House. The Deputy-Speaker is calm, smiling, friendly and we made
fast friendship in the last week. | hope that he would be able to guide us in our parliamentary work here. The Deputy-
Speaker acts in the absence of the Speaker.

The Deputy-Speaker has been elected to the Lok Sabha on 10 consecutive elections from the same constituency. It is
very difficult to get elected from the same constituency for so many times, because he had to face the same electorate
every time. The people of Lakshadweep have showered their love and affection on him and they have been sending him
to the Lok Sabha for 10 times consecutively.

So, | wish him all success on behalf of our Party and | congratulate him.
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SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN (COOCHBEHAR): Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of my party Forward Bloc, | would like to
congratulate hon. Shri P.M. Sayeed, for having been unanimously elected as Deputy-Speaker of this august House. He is
a good friend of us. Shri Sayeed is not only a gentleman but he is also a perfect gentleman and sincere to his duties. He
has been elected ten times from the same constituency without break. It is a record. Justice is of great interest for man on
earth. | hope the hon. Deputy-Speaker, when he is in the Chair, will do justice to the hon. Members of this august House.

He will do it accordingly and uphold the prestige of this House.
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MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, | have pleasure in joining the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition and other hon.
Members in extending my felicitations to Sayeed Saheb on his election as the Deputy-Speaker once again. His
unanimous election for a second term is yet another testimony to the collective commitment of this House to the well
established democratic values and traditions.

Shri Sayeed is one of those few privileged Members who have virtually played most of the roles associated with being a
Member of this House. The whole House, particularly, the new Members, stand to gain enormously from his long and
varied experience in Parliament, in several of its Committees, in the Council of Ministers and most importantly, as the
Deputy-Speaker in the previous Lok Sabha.

He is already a role model for our parliamentarians. To be returned to the House ten consecutive terms from the same constituency in itself is a remarkable feat. To
be accepted by the whole House, unopposed as its Deputy-Speaker for the second consecutive term, definitely adds colour to that achievement.

With the humility and simplicity, symbolic of our beautiful island population whose most consistent and authentic spokes person he has been for more than three
decades, Sayeed Saheb has earned a wide circle of friends and admirers within this House. As a Presiding Officer, he has been able to combine the right degree of
firmness with flexibility and a high degree of objectivity in dealing with the Members on either side of the Chair, this, as you know, is the most difficult test for a
Presiding Officer to pass. This House has indeed been very prudent in its choice.

I wish Shri Sayeediji all the very best.

SHRI P.M. SAYED (LAKSHADWEEP): Hon. Speaker, hon. Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Leader of the Opposition, Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, leaders of political
parties and other hon. Members of the House:

It is a great honour and privilege in being elected a Member of this House, which is the popular Chamber of the largest working democracy in the world. My hearty
felicitations to all of you in having been able to secure this honour and privilege.

That | am your unanimous choice for the office of the Deputy-Speaker is a matter of honour for me. That | am your choice for the second time over is doubly so. | feel
touched. | feel humble.

Today'"™""'s political trend in the country is one of inclusiveness. The politics of exclusion appears to me to be behind us. | see inclusiveness in the composition of
this House; in the structure of the Government. | see in my election as Deputy-Speaker of the House that the islanders of the country in general and the people of my
constituency, Lakshadweep, in particular, are also beneficiaries of this inclusiveness. | take this opportunity to convey to the House the compliments of the people of
Laks hadweep; to place on record my gratitude to them but for whose faith in me through ten general elections, | would not have accessed the office of the Deputy-
Speaker in repetition.

In my long experience as a Member of this House which has given me interface with Members of the Houses of other countries, | have found that all over the world,
parliamentarians are becoming increasingly professional in serving their constituents. Attaching value for the time of the House, facilitating orderly conduct of
parliamentary proceedings, display of mutual respect for the views of one another, rising above partisan considerations on matters of basic national interests,
knowledge-based performance in the Parliament are all various dimensions of this professionalism. | call upon all the hon. Members to be professional in the
discharge of their duties and functions.

Bven as | emphasize professionalism, | do concede that the hon. Members should be equipped with the necessary infrastructure for the purpose. Members of
Parliament elsewhere in the world, even in comparatively smaller countries, have full-fledged offices with adequate supporting staff and modern equipment including
computers with the latest configuration and interconnectivity. | am aware that the hon. Speaker is also for modernising the service capabilities of parliamentarians.
The House, as a whole, needs to innovate in this regard.

While | see that a significant percentage of the Members of the House are newcomers, | am sure that many of them would be bringing with them new experiences
and new ideals. We should collectively facilitate articulation of the lessons of these experiences and reflection of these ideals.

There is an annual allocation of more than Rs. 1,000 crore under the M.Ps Local Area Development Scheme. My experience is that there are lots of inadequacies in the
implementation of the Scheme. Those should be rectified. The Scheme should itself be made more flexible. | have no doubt that if the hon. Members would take
serious interest in the Scheme, they could bring about significant improvement in the lot of the poor masses of the country. This is the least that could be done to
them who, in fact, account for substantial voter turnout.

Our media has been very vibrant in projecting Parliament business. Because of the electronic revolution, visual images, inter-alia, about the performance of the
Parliament have come to have outreach into remote parts of the country. A balanced media projection of the Parliament in action including the constructive work done
by the members would go a long way in its preservation as a democratic institution and in strengthening peoples™""" faith in democratic values.

While the level of representation of women in the House remains static, for the first time in the history of our country, we are having a lady Leader of the Opposition.
Madam, | hope that your presence in this vital office of the House will strengthen the forces of women™"""s empowerment, particularly women"""""'s parity with men
in the Parliament and other Legislative Bodies in the country.

Prime Minister, Sir, | wish you well in carrying our country into the next century.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | had the privilege of working closely with you in the 12th Lok Sabha which you presided. It was a pleasurable experience. | look forward for working
in closer cooperation with you as your deputy in this House as well.

MR SPEAKER Not thirteen months this time.



SHR P.M. SAYEED (LAKSHADWESP): Thank you very much. Jai Bharat.

MR SPEAKER: So, the next item is Matters under Rule 377. | am inviting Shri P.M. Sayeed to take the Chair and start with the job as a Deputy Speaker from Matters
under Rule 377.



