Title: Combined discussion on the Budget (Railways) 2005-2006; Demands for Grants on Account Nos. 1 to 16 in respect of Budget
(Railways) 2005-2006 and Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) Nos. 3,4,10,11,13,14 and 16 in respect of Budget
(Railways) for 2004-2005.

The Lok Sabha re-assembled after Lunch at Four
minutes past Fourteen of the Clock.

14.04 hrs, (Mr. Deputy-Speaker in the Chair)

RAILWAY BUDGET- 2005-06 - GENERAL DISCUSSION
DEMANDS FOR GRANTS ON ACCOUNT - (RAILWAYS), 2005-06
DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS - (RAILWAYS)- 2004-05 - contd.
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: We will now take up item Nos. 10 to 12 together pertaining to Railway Budget, 2005-06.

Shri Jai Prakash (Hissar) was on his legs when the House adjourned yesterday. So, | would request Shri Jai Prakash to continue his
speech.
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*SHRI P. MOHAN (MADURAI): Let me convey my appreciation at the outset congratulating our hon. Railway
Ministers both Shri Lalu and Shri Velu for their commendable performance in presenting for the second consecutive
year a burden- free Budget. There is no increase in fare for the second year in a row.

Government school students from rural areas and patients travelling by train for treatment and Dalit students are
getting rail travel concession. | welcome them.

You have introduced 46 new express trains. Of these 6 will be directly benefitting Tamil Nadu. Hence | thank the



Railway Minister both as an MP from Tamil Nadu and the people's representative from Madurai.

There is another welcome announcement in this Budget with regard to unemployed youth. Last year it was
announced that candidates attending interview for Central Government jobs would be getting free travel
concession. This year it has been extended to candidates attending job interviews held by State Governments. Let
me appreciate this gesture. This has been announced to benefit unemployed youth attending personal interviews
for jobs both in Central and State Government services. As such announcements are good but it would be better
still if they are implemented. What is there in reality? | have an apprehension whether Railways and authorities are
aware of the ground reality which is far from enthusing. As such personal interviews have become a rare thing in
selection for posts both in Central and State Governments. There are direct written test selection procedures. In
such recruitments personal interviews are rare. Based on performance in competition and skill tests candidates are
selected. Hon. Railway Minister has announced free travel concessions only to candidates appearing for personal
interviews which are becoming increasingly rare.

* Translation of the speech

originally delivered in Tamil.

| know personally two families from Thanjavur. Youth from these families attended written and skill tests more than
twice for a single selection at Bangalore for Hubli division. Both the lady candidates from rural areas were called for
both written test and skill test for the post of Stenographers last year. They went for medical tests also. This
selection was for Railways. But still they were given neither travel concession nor fare reimbursement as part of
free travel concession scheme. On enquiry they were informed by the Railway officials that only those who cleared
medical tests would be eligible for travel concession when they come with the order of appointment on selection.
This happened in August 2004 during the selection of stenographers. This only shows that there is no personal
interview in Railways' own selection and hence free travel concession announcement in itself is a vain attempt. So |
urge upon the hon. Railway Minister to extend this announced free travel concession to all the unemployed
candidates appearing for all recruitment tests both in Central and State Governments.

Both the hon. Railway Ministers Shri Laluji and Shri Veluiji recently participated in a function at Madurai. They were
accorded a warm reception. Even Laluji picked up some Tamil words like 'Vaango' and 'Pongo’ which means 'please
come' and 'please go'. He announced of introducing 'Sampark Kranthi Express' a direct express train from Madurai
to Chennai. This train has not become popular for two reasons. Departure and arrival timings are unearthly and
always tickets are not available even when the trains run without enough passengers. | have taken this to the notice
of the officials also. Despite my drawing their attention not much has been done as yet. | am afraid there is an
attempt to withdraw or cancel once and for all that train. | charge the Railways that this is a deliberate attempt made
both in Delhi and in Madurai.

| have a copy of the ticket to travel by Sampark Kranthi Express train from Delhi to Madurai. The ticket was booked
on 6.1.05 for travel on 18.1.05. The ticket was given with waiting list number 2, 3 and 4 and the RAC number 5, 6
and 7.

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER: Shri P. Mohan, if you are reading your printed speech then please lay it on the Table of
the House.

SHRI P. MOHAN: Sir, | want to explain one important matter. Then, | will lay it on the Table of the House.

On 18! of January when those passengers went to board the train they noticed that the train was almost empty and
there were only very few passengers. More than half of the coach was vacant. Many other coaches were also
found vacant. When that is so how can there be non-availability of confirmed tickets for bookings made at least 12
days in advance. It is incomprehensible. This is third time my attention has been drawn to this kind of state of
affairs.

Let me come to fund allocation to announced projects and ongoing projects in Tamil Nadu. On the day when
Budget was presented this year, our hon. Minister Shri R. Velu met the press. He announced that Rs 438 crore
were allocated for projects to be carried out in Tamil Nadu this year. Let me compare it with 'Tamil Nadu at a
Glance' statement for the year 2004-05. The allocation made last year was Rs 354.38 crore. In that event Tamiil
Nadu has got just an increase of Rs 113.62 crore. Last year also new lines were not announced for Tamil Nadu.
This year also there are no new projects. Even for ongoing schemes the fund allocation is nil or negligible. For
instance 150 kms stretch of Tiruchy-Manamadurai section was conceived at a cost of Rs 187.91 crore. In 2002-03
only Rs 1.05 crore was allocated for this project and it was Rs 0.56 crore in the subsequent year. This year no fund
indicated and is also stated that the target date for completion has not been fixed as yet. So is the fate of Trichy-
Nagore-Karaikal (200 kms) project. Anticipated cost was Rs 211.36 crore. In 2002-03 the allocation was Rs 93.59
crore and it was Rs 6.85 crore in the subsequent year. Now Thanjavur-Tiruvarur section has been completed and a



mere 30 kms Tiruvarur Nagore-Karaikal link has been left incomplete without fixing target date.

This year's Budget as well as last year's Budget do not carry new gauge conversion projects and new doubling
works. Sir, new trains have been announced but no new lines are forthcoming even when there is a huge demand.

Our Minister of State for Railways Shri Velu announced recently about the introduction of weekend express trains
directly between Chennai and Madurai soon. But | do not find a mention of it and also Nagar Coil-Coimbatore in the
current Budget. | request the hon. Minister to ensure that it does not end up as mere announcement. He had
already announced in a press meet at Madurai some months back that there would be a day time passenger train
between Madurai and Viluppuram. There is no reference to it in the year's Budget. | urge upon the Railways to run
both these trains as announced. But still | welcome the announcement about introduction of new trains considering
their utility value to the public.

When it comes to road over bridges Madurai Ellis Nagar, Madurai Vaigai Paalam, Madurai Shanthi Nagar — Koodal
Nagar are still under construction. | request the Railway Minister to expedite the completion of these projects while
taking up the much emphasised Thirupparankundram ROB project at the earliest. The new line Dindigul-
Periyakulam-Sabarimalai has not been announced in this year. Madurai-Anuppukothai-Tuticorin gauge conversion
is not there. Gauge conversion of Tuticorin-Tirunelveli is also not there. Doubling of Madurai-Dindigul too has not
been taken up this year. Hence | express my deep anguish for their non-inclusion. Madurai-Bodi survey has been
done many times in the past. But it has been announced that it is being updated still. This is inappropriate. When
TN projects need more than Rs 2500 crore only about 430 crore of rupees have been earmarked that too without
new projects. At leastRs 1000 crore must be apportioned at least in the revised Budget this year itself. Kindly look
into it.

Now there is a welcome announcement that recruitment for 'D' group will be made soon. At least 85 thousand
workers will be recruited and appointed as per the announcements made by Shri Lalu Prasad. It is a welcome
decision. But at the same time act apprentices are yet to be appointed.

In 1982 there were many casual labourers. They had gone to Supreme Court and got a direction that they should
be appointed. But those who were working in 1980 are left to fend for themselves. They also must be appointed
and shown due consideration. What is the mistake they have committed?

| have an order of appointment with me, Southern Railways' appointment order. Office Order No. 130 informs about

the appointment of 155 people for the post of Temporary Trackmen. The qualification required is a mere 8t class
pass. But you will be surprised and pained to go through the list. Among the people who have been appointed BE
graduates are 5, post graduates are 22, graduates are 78, diploma holders are 18, SSLC +ITl are 6, SSLC passed

are 38. Most of them or almost all of them are over qualified for this temporary job which calls for a mere 8! class
pass. These people with higher qualification should have been considered for suitable higher posts commensurate

with their qualification. Now unfortunately they have deprived the best suited 8" class pass candidates who would
be doing that job more diligently as per their qualification. | do not mean to say that those who have been appointed
now should not have been given that job. But they should have been given better job they deserve. Hon. Railway
Minister must look into it. Unemployment problem is taking up its ugly head. The poor and less qualified are left high
and dry. Compassionate ground appointments were there in Railways as a last post. That too has been stopped
recently. Ban on recruitment must be lifted. | would like to reiterate that the recruitment to the D group posts must go
to the ideally suited and qualified candidates as per requirement.

Railway schools were there for the children of railway men in places where there were more railmen living in
residential areas nearer to Railway establishments. Many of them are facing closure these days. It was appropriate
for Railway Administration to run schools for railmen's children. In Arakkonam just because the railway school was a
Tamil medium school it was closed. So also there is a need to improve the quality of service in Railway Hospitals.
They must not face closures. Emphasising all my demands again with a hope that they would be considered let me
wind up my speech reiterating my support to this Budget.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The Minister of State in the Ministry of Railways is here.

SHRI K.C. SINGH 'BABA' (NAINITAL): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, first of all, | must thank you for allowing me to speak
on the Railway Budget. It is not an easy task and a lot of hard work has been done by the hon. Minister of Railways
in bringing in popular and common man’'s Railway Budget. He has done an excellent job. A lot of stations have
been computerised for booking railway tickets. A number of steps have been announced for passenger amenities
and in the the information technology sector of Railways. A lot of new trains have been introduced. Concessions for
young men and young women travelling for job interviews have been given. A lot of accidents used to take place
before, but accident prevention measures have been taken by the present UPA Government, and a lot of accidents
have been avoided. We are very happy that these measures have been taken.

Sir, this is one Ministry where sportsmen are helped and appointed in large numbers. There are many other
Departments in Government of India that appoint sportsmen, but in respect of strength athletes, Railways is one of
the very few Departments that appoints strength athletes, like weightlifters, wrestlers and power-lifters in large
scale.

15.00 hrs.

Sir, | request our hon. Minister to increase more sports quota for these strength athletes. That will encourage the
sports and our youths who are trained so hard can get employments in the Railways and can earn their livelihood.

This is basically a poor and common man's budget. Everybody have welcomed this popular budget. | do not think

there should be any objection to an excellent budget like the budget that has been presented by our hon. Minister. |
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SHRI L. GANESAN (TIRUCHIRAPPALLI): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, | should, at the very outset, extend my heartfelt
thanks for having given me this opportunity to make my observations and to record my views on the Railway
Budget.

Undaunted by jibes and jeers, cat-calls and slogan-shouts and undeterred by walk-outs, Shri Lalu Prasad Yadaviji,
the Railway Minister stood like a rock and presented the Railway Budget which is welcomed by one and all, and by
every cross-section of the society. In spite of the fact that he was pre-occupied in his home State, in his election
campaign, he has presented the Budget which is really admirable and appreciable.

| just want to highlight certain salient features of the Budget, and they are, there is no increase in passenger fares;
there is no across-the-board increase in freight rates; there is no increase in parcel rates. In spite of all this, the
earnings grew by a record 8.3 per cent up to December 2004. About 1400 kms. of broad gauge lines are likely to be
added in this fiscal year. Plan outlay is Rs.15,349 crore; Railway Land Development Authority is also planned. The
proposals are that 46 new trains are to be introduced in 2005-06; extension of 28 trains are proposed; there would
be an increase in the frequency of 10 trains; soon, there would be booking of tickets from landline phones; there will
be 75 per cent concession in second class fares to Government and rural school students once a year for study
tour; there will be 75 per cent concession in second class fares to girls from rural areas appearing for exams such
as medical and engineering; 50 per cent concession in second class fares to farmers and milk producers travelling
for training; and full concession in second class to unemployed youth appearing for interviews for Government jobs.

When | highlight and praise the salient features of the Budget, it does not mean that they are without demerits and
defects. When | point out the demerits and defects of the Budget, all | would request is that you should set your
mind on them and try to set right the things.

The Minister had not paid any attention to increasing allocation for Special Railway Project Fund. He had failed to
put in place a monitoring mechanism for ongoing railway projects. There is a lack of any concrete plan for
modernisation. Much is talked about modernisation but where is the concrete plan? A concrete project is lacking in
this regard.

Revision of classification of food-grains in freight would hit the poor and push up the prices of essential
commodities. The Budget did not spell out what the Minister would do to improve passenger amenities. Much is
talked about providing amenities to the passengers but concrete proposals and programmes of action are absent.

The PHDCCI President, Shri K.N. Memani, has said that the Railway Budget has failed to carve out a strategy for
long term investments through generation of internal surplus for investment purposes. Given the fact that the



Railways are the only high capacity transport mode that can meet the long term growth need of our large economy,
measures to capture a substantially larger share of the growing goods traffic and Railways entry into a renewed
growth phase are missing.

Now, | would like to talk about certain problems in my constituency. Golden Rock Railway Workshop is one of the
oldest workshops as far as Tamil Nadu is concerned. That workshop is shrinking day by day. The number of
workers is reduced day by day. Last year also, | had appealed to the Government, particularly to Shri Velu. | will
come to that later on. | had appealed to the Government to please see that the Golden Rock Workshop is not only
improved but much attention is paid to it. My appeal to you is, there is enough scope to create a coach factory in
Golden Rock. There are a number of problems in Golden Rock, which hon. Member, Shri Mohan has also referred.

The condition of railway schools is deplorable. In Golden Rock, particularly, there is one Tamil medium school. |
have received a lot of complaints from students, as also parents and labour union leaders. | have also sent a
petition to the Minister of State for Railways, my friend, Shri Velu, to look into it. In the Tamil-medium school the
existing classes from 1st to Vth standard have been closed and the strength of the students has been drastically
reduced from 2000 and odd to a few hundred. If this reduction is allowed at this scale, | am afraid that school will be
closed. When Tamil has been accorded the recognition of a classical language — and that is the only Tamil school
in the region = will it not be a slap on the faces of Tamils? | have filed a petition signed by a number of people
involving a number of irregularities and mal-practices. Al this is due to one Headmaster. He may find fault with me if
I do not use the word 'Principal'. | am not bothered if he is a Principal or not but all this is due to him. | appeal to you
to initiate an inquiry and see what can be done.

In the Golden Rock Railway Colony, there are a number of stall-holders. They are there from time immemorial, even
before my birth. There are ancient stall-holders such as tea stall, barber shop, laundry and so on. About hundred
people are employed in these stalls.

Unfortunately, there was some tussle between the management and the stall holders as all of a sudden the licence
fee was enhanced. They went to the court and ultimately they arrived at some negotiation. Subsequently, they
reduced the fee but in between the rent accumulated to a high level. When | was informed of this matter, | met the
Chief Works Manager of the Railways at Golden Rock. | met him as also the stall holders and sorted out the matter.
Now they are prepared to pay the arrears of rent. But the only thing is that they cannot pay it in a single instalment.
That is the problem. Therefore, | would appeal to the hon. Minister, Mr. Velu and also Shri Lalu Prasad Yadav, who
is @ man of masses, to look into the matter. He is a dynamic leader. Mr. Velu is an efficient and experienced
administrator. He was the Joint Registrar of Cooperative Societies in Thanjavur District. In recognition of his
services, he was conferred |AS. He served in Tamil Nadu as an IAS officer. He is a popular leader. Therefore, |
appeal to themto see that these things are done.

The Tiruchirapalli Corporation wanted to buy some Railway land for expansion of a bus stand as that bus stand
was very congested and cramped. As you know, Tiruchirapalli Town is located at the centre of Tamil Nadu. There
was some dispute regarding the amount to be paid for that land. The Corporation was willing to pay Rs.6 crore
whereas the Railways were demanding Rs.8 crore. The Mayor of the Corporation, Mrs. Sarubala Thondaiman, and
myself met the hon. Minister, Mr. Velu. Ultimately, they agreed to give the land at a cost of Rs.6 crore. | would
request the hon. Minister to expedite the matter and see that it is completed.

Sir, in Melapudur, a subway is to be constructed for which they are not spending even a single pie. | allocated
Rs.20 lakh from MPLAD fund and two MLAs have contributed Rs.10 lakh each for this. Therefore, Rs.40 lakh have
been allocated for this subway. So, you please see that it is executed.

| also thank the hon. Minister for having agreed to provide the way leave facility in Mela Ambigapuram. You have
already initiated action in this regard. All | request is that it should be completed as early as possible.

| would also request the Railway Minister to favourably consider the plea of Lalgudi and nearby villages for stopping
Pallavan Express at Lalgudi Station. The hon. Minister is requested to see that these requests are executed as
early as possible.

With these words, | welcome the Budget. | congratulate and commend the dynamic personalities of both the
Ministers.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You may continue your speech on Monday.



