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Fourteenth Loksabha

Session : 3
Date : 21-12-2004
Participants : Ramdoss Dr. Anbumani,Vajpayee Shri Atal Bihari,Dasgupta Shri Gurudas,Maken Shri
Ajay,Kumar Shri Shailendra,Yadav Dr. Karan Singh,Gandhi Smt. Maneka

Title: Shri Ajay Makan called the attention of the Minister of Health and Family Welfare to the situation
arising out of the last deteriorating health care services in AIIMS.

12.46 hrs.
CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER OF URGENT
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

SHRI AJAY MAKEN (NEW DELHI): Sir, I call the attention of the Minister of Health and Family Welfare
to the following matter of urgent pubic importance and request that he may make a statement thereon:

"The situation arising out of the fast deteriorating health care services in the premier health
institute of the country i.e. AIIMS and steps taken by the Government in regard thereto."

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE (DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS): Sir,
on 24.11.2004, a patient named Sonu Sagar, son of an AIIMS employee who was an old case of
Multi Drug Resistant Tuberculosis, was brought to the casualty with complaint of vomiting and
retention of urine. He was examined in the screening casualty area by Dr. Mohd. Ayaz Khan.
After examination, the patient was advised medicines. However, Mr. Sonu Sagar had another
bout of vomiting and was taken back inside the main casualty area at about 6.30 p.m. where he
was again examined by the Junior Resident as well as the CMO. The patient was having
difficulty in passing urine and he subsequently collapsed. The doctors on duty immediately
started the resuscitation procedure and intubated the patient. [.V. line was also established and
fluid infusion was started. He was given one DC shock and proper medication. At about 7.20
p.m., as a result of this procedure, the heart rate of the patient was recordable on the ECG
Monitor and was also palpable though the blood pressure was not recordable. At about 8.00 p.m.,
when there was no significant improvement in the patient’s condition, the patient’s medical
history was again reviewed. Physical examination was done again and blood samples were also
sent for investigation.

At about 8.20 p.m. the patient again suffered a cardiac arrest. The cardio-pulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) including the DC shock and proper drugs were given and continued for about 25 minutes
till 8.45 p.m. Since there was no response to the CPR, the patient was declared dead.

A committee consisting of three senior faculty members was constituted to inquire into the
matter. Pending inquiry, the treating doctor was withdrawn. The Inquiry Committee had its first
meeting on 25.11.2004 itself. The inquiry is still in progress and the Inquiry Committee has had
two meetings and is likely to submit its report within a fortnight.
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The father of the patient in his letter to the Chairman of the Inquiry Committee has stated that he
had no complaints about any kind of negligence or not being given proper treatment by doctors at
AIIMS casualty.

As the House is aware, AIIMS was established under an Act of Parliament in 1956. The Institute
has comprehensive facilities for patient care, teaching as well as research. AIIMS conducts
teaching programmes in medical and para-medical courses both at undergraduate and post-
graduate levels and awards its own degrees. Twenty-five clinical departments including four
super-speciality centers manage practically all types of disease conditions with support from pre-
clinical and para-clinical departments. The Institute has a total of 1,853 beds. The total number of
admissions during the year 2003-2004 was 1,25,197 and the number of OPD patients was
19,56,535.

It is not correct to say that the Casualty or the Emergency Services of the AIIMS are manned by
untrained doctors. At present, the casualty has 23 sanctioned posts of Senior Residents
(incumbents holding post-graduate degrees in Medicine, Surgery, Orthopaedics, Paediatrics and
Anaesthesiology etc.) Another eight Senior Residents from the Department of Medicine and
Surgery are being sent to casualty on a rotation basis.

In addition, 53 Junior Residents, that is qualified MBBS degree holders, are posted in the
casualty. It is true that out of these, 13 Junior Resident doctors have qualified from Russian
Medical Colleges. However, all of them have been registered with the Medical Council of India
or the Delhi Medical Council. All of them have done their one-year internship before registration.
It may also be mentioned that selections for the post of Junior Residents are always done on the
basis of merit, that is, the marks obtained by the candidates in the AIIMS MD Entrance
examination. No Junior Resident is given automatic extension for a second term.
(Interruptions)

sft Rravrer fag dte (fafeen) @ 78 &= @8 ® €7

e HEIGT : UE IS H § ITH 89 1 HI? BH Ufse oI & 1l fhll & Raarms 8 99 ® €,
3l @A B QY|

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS : Regarding the suspension of the employees of the AIIMS, it is
not true that they were suspended for raising the issue of availability of doctors after the
unfortunate incident which 1 have just narrated. As a matter of fact, immediately after the
incident, the Karamchari Union of AIIMS led by its office-bearers resorted to an illegal strike
despite attempts by the AIIMS administration to pacify them. They not only disrupted all patient
care services but also forcibly compelled other employees to participate in the strike thereby
bringing whole hospital functioning to a halt. They also used abusive language and intimidation
against the Director and Deputy Director in charge of the Institute. These activities kept

continuing till 27" November, 2004.

In such a situation, the Institute had no option except to file a contempt case as these activities
were in contravention of the order of the High Court of Delhi dated September 2, 2002, which
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lays down a code of conduct for all employees which prohibits inter alia disruption of work,
aiding and abetting of cessation of work, shouting of slogans, demonstrations, dharnas within the
campus, gate meetings, protest meetings of any kind in the campus and within a radius of 500
metres from the boundary of the AIIMS.

To bring about normalcy, AIIMS administration suspended seventeen employees and terminated
the services of two temporary status employees. The suspension was done in two instalments -
the first one involving seven employees on 25.11.2004 and the remaining ten on 27.11.2004.

The appointment of the Director, AIIMS has been duly approved by the competent authority, that
is, the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet. The post of Deputy-Director (Administration) is
at present vacant. The work is being looked after by the Senior Financial Advisor of the Institute.
... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Maken, it is a fairly comprehensive statement and [ would request you that
conduct of no individual should be brought in.

SHRI AJAY MAKEN : Yes, Sir. ¥1 &1 8011 ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Let us hear what he says. a1 U @i 8Id 27

... (Interruptions)

sft arorr AR (A% fooefl) : orue #EIG, ‘TR’ 1956 & uiferamiicl Uae & ded dcel fhar M e 3iR
AP TP U1zH Hifed REg & fou o iR R & &9 & 3y, <91 & 83 & 3ick ‘T’ &1 =11 RAfA g
I A U< U St B 2001 Ht RUIE § war T 8 -

"The Institute has failed to emphasise medical research, though this was one of its
major objectives. Barely one to two per cent allocation of funds of the Institute is
being earmarked for research."

600 BRIE TITA P Clced goic § A 7 A 12 IS R &1 @d e Rad w fFar o @1 g1 38 =8, 399 I8
W P T & P IR B sfRauicy iR IER & sHERgFR, RNt 3Is Ifearsoe 78 & § 99 W
TSI B WA fHar Smar 8 @R o9 dIg W¥ic g8l gals & foly dEal ® al BIe-Bidl iR AWl qagal &
forg +ff Sw@! 8t | 99 e A1 2 fF qoR ¥ @hiedy Arv| o9 iy o @ foly 9rar § @l Bie-Bie 3R
W ¥ O aforde gfeauicy & forg Wt S @ar Sar & {6 o9 aeiR 9 @RiGHR dn, Sidfd dxrsl oud
I R @ BT o I F1 H NS A [ A HA S BT gamn argn 5 e 9d 5 SeER, 2003 B
TehIelE Te HAT S A $SR BRATAET DR SRS BT SARRYA fhar o1l 39 W 20 TSS9 B AR
arg oft| ura d@fren fafeen Sus fog aord 7€ Afea & &t @ & {6 gArReM & g anft 9 S W
AT T GAT &1 B9 U T Wl I B P T8l gan &l Sl TRe W 30 BS A B AN 4 Al
dex & forg ff we ot RfcsT a8 7€ §1 98 R[Afcen ava) daR & Afa onfl oo I9H &M o &l gan
gl Ufg s BUA BT gfaauiic gRiA Aafed &I gord & forg wier| v & sfaauie gwaied giffued 3 )
W | TRpicy Bifued A onft I S9 Ui RIS TUY @ JdIfed Segic W 200 I TGN AR B GaRidge
B¢ o Bl gl ‘TR 9 I8 sfdauiic g9l oRIR # Wliel IR ‘URY F Bdd Ui IoRl hede Bl g forH o
Q1 IFHRINGA B Tl DY T HUIC Y@ 87 TAN o & W g5 NRR 2 R §icge § 7 Rad &
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8 7 g8l Wi & fy i ¥ SauM R S & Y S 89 &8 Adhd © (B d8 TR SRIcRE 8§
3R g §EIcR[ed DI UK fQ@gm? g8l GHHeS @l ) By @ oy 1997 H Ush dqary afdfa 4 gema
o on f5 wgafRrra iR efiffefea dea QT rem-sra 8 arfer| 2 @t a1 & o5 59 w7y ‘u=’
# TP ¥ SNGER ¥ S 984 PIAd 8, SAMGR 8 3R T gFrar 7 RAds 8¢ woiq €1 98 9gd & Fifed sk
$AMGR SfdeY €, 39H [Hdl &1 Ud iR gaar T8l gl dAfhT W Sfaex iR SHNdeR & A1 HigA=rad
P, TsHReea dgra iR fIfTe=T doia © @1 8 89 &Y Q=i UaRIUde Bl 9die Ud & afad
T BT B G@ @ ¢ 3R IAD TRICRM TR TaRICE & 1 & 27 39 9 dIoil Bl S B Bl Twd
2

3eAE Heled, DyRifere! &1 3t AT #A S 7 R fhan| v ARt 1 der dgstfere! | | Rrm |
AfShat B el AAx MY Y Shaer 7 S e fhar ik S9 Jeiic & a5 a9 & |

A FEId, S & HHAN B dC Dl SU gy, Jol W4 b Wd HHAN 3PS @l ¢ IR IoH g8l R
AN T U SR Bl el P51, S8 Racis $RaTs & B 91d Bel, dfb Sad Racd PIs dRars el
B TE 3R 17 HHARAT B s R faar man| # Ay G0 St § ger 9ed g 17 sHarRa o @i
TS fhar M 79 FEd € fF 7 Wed W | IS VA1 8, Al R IAPBT Dl 9} M fewis o, IS 9
TISH W Y A, A R I2H g foure wd off 2 F gamn g € & STat o fouie 78 oft ek 7 9
ISP W Y| 30 IRTATA & AR, 30T & HHAN b dd Pl Sldex dI ATeilord & HRUT Hid & Ts o,
ATy 9 §Hes gU Al T WES &l B Tdhd, Fifdh FEHIC 7 TR § WEH B R Ad o @l 7l it
A Aiorie 3R TSGR @ @l 396 IR a1 §91Y §Y & $UY SI1aT ¥ 3R a1 &1 9/ &g 78l 8l
Adal |

el Weled, WX U Ud fIedl 21 98l & WLUH.e. 7 ge U 8 oradtd @ ity @ fon ® 6 faie
2 IR, 2004 BT AT 9.00 T91 HoRIAC! H SFCR B WO d HI o8 ¥ a IR & Y &1 T3 &l 3qdh!
P @] H o ¥ g dredn § 6 R g7 w9 Tsafsal & fog fedt & SwR wae foran wan serar R
17 HIaRAl @7 G fhar S ara form T srerar VAT BRI BT S¥Iel & ? 981 b SRNGER Udh I
q SAMSR ©, I A 4 9 TSdf$T R 8 @l 2, g8l a6l b IR A Wy HAl 7qEed A Sl A
gl ... (cgqur)

el Helgd @ S[ek & IR A PV el Bl ol I© 3T Alclhae [ B

. fISa HHR Ae@lA1 : 3eel Welad, Ugal OR &Rl dl AU-3701 U B & JaWR & Qi I9d 918
HA ST SfaE « §, 1 37T =

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA (PANSKURA): Sir, I have given a notice.
SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (BANKURA): Sir, I have also given a notice on this issue.
DR. KARAN SINGH YADAV (ALWAR): Sir, I have also given a notice on this issue.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Sir, the hon. Minister could respond after all the questions have
been put. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: It is the turn of the hon. Minister to speak.
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DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Thank you, Sir.

off QST AR @ 3reuet HEIGY, TR WY Bl # ordr g1 # # wEIey A e #EN I e @ difdre
B @l g, oifch vod fAfvey wred g9t el fiel Ul # gt Wt Sdre @edn gl

SHRI ANANTH KUMAR (BANGALORE SOUTH): Sir, the hon. Minister can reply together to
all the questions put to him by the hon. Members.

MR. SPEAKER: I cannot give opportunity to all of you. Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, do you want
to speak now?
... (aaEmM)

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Minister, you can reply after all the questions have been put by the hon.
Members. Please sit down.

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Kindly allow other hon. Members to put questions to you on this issue.

Pax AT 8 (FYR) ¢ ey wEey, ¥ ST € 5 ¥ 9gd wewgl "t 21 39 W ued ¥ Rawme
@1 =Tfev SR gud forv wwa fReiRa o= anfeu)

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you for your suggestion.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : Sir, I thought that the hon. Minister was going to reply to the
points raised. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Yes, it is true, but other hon. Members rightly reminded me that the hon.
Minister replies only after all the questions have been put by different hon. Members.

... (Interruptions)
SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Sir, I have also got my questions.

e Weled : Udr 4 wel gl 3l ¥l ¥ dren mar g1 It has been suggested that all questions should
be put together. It is usually done, and we will follow it.

sft sredt fagrdt arsruAdl : 3remer Welgw, WX AT 7 O Ware @ by, SHdT IR It T 21 9 B U
P g, 3adl R I8 T8l & fh ST e T8 faar S|

J1eTeT HEIST : Ul 41d 78 =l
sft erca fagrd arsft : g5 Pig iy T |

TG WEIqd, T Dol 3T W H P el diedl gl d A SIS 3P ASihel AEAd A AT
Tex Rear g | 9 & 9a ot 8k I9e § Sudr ufaf+fe 89 & A W) s ' 9 Ry B S 9ed |9
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BRI &, ITHI ARI® I T T T AT ST S Bl /i BNt oAl ... (2r9em)

31eeT HRIGY & 31q dNIH &l & 2
sft sreet fagrdt areuft : 3@ A% B W@ Bl I8 984 < B

S TR @ HHAN & ded D g P Falel SOl Sl GG s, SAD! oid gg AR o © 918 9= B
dge A SR F AT Wge €1 3R U Sffd =1f2y, A1 3 HAl 8, Sl AT MU B qhd o, ol ged D
T B ST S FaATA BT ADY AT X FWISIT Pl TG 7 HRY |

13.00 hrs.

MR. SPEAKER: I have not permitted that. He mentioned one or two departments.

... (Interruptions)

il STSTY HATH : Aehel AEIGE, # Fredl g fb WAl S 9HbT SaE 5. .. (FaLr)

MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down. He has not yielded to you. He is the Chairperson of NDA. He
is our respected leader.

... (Interruptions)

sft srcet fagrt arsrudt : sreuer Walew, TRl @ SRNGCX U UH SR &... . (AIUH) T8 A SAdH! TRl B
g&T B... (STagm)

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Member has also said he is a very well known and a very respected
doctor. He said that under that Director, others were doing some things. He has said that he is an
efficient doctor, an efficient Director.

AN HON. MEMBER: A left-handed compliment.
MR. SPEAKER: Why are you reading into that? Let us all appreciate that.
SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : That is why I am standing.
MR. SPEAKER: I know that. Please continue.
... ()

el HEISy : oAl Sft, 39 Wi dlei=T dled 8, dg diferv|

A sreet fagr arsudl : sewer wElew, # ¥E Hel AR b S’ R g1 & A H Ao S T8
HRGEEIE)

A TSI AT ¢ e HElGd, AX FHW IS Ul & b # Iorifd &x wr gl (@A) g9 98l & uvicy
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P 91 R I 2. (Fagm)

Sft 999 AR d9e : S AOHEIT Bl T FE A M T2 (Fagr)

MR. SPEAKER: You see, we feel we are competent to pass judgement on everything. Please sit
down. I will very strongly enforce this sense of discipline here when the Chair is on his legs. So
far as I have been able to understand, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee has said that in matters like this,
there should not be any politics.

.. (oraE)
3T HEIGT : S 8, SO DI SABR BT’
.. ()
e Heled : 3fa Ffeq T8 faar g1 a1y do S|
... (caagm)

MR. SPEAKER: I will call one or two other Members.
... (Interruptions)
PROF. VIJAY KUMAR MALHOTRA : He has not finished, Sir.

sft srea foBrt arsral : g8 HHaTRAl &1 Sl @ o1, 99 e 3§ SRaE! @ 73 | 981 o FHAR Atk
g1 QU Y, IAH FB AN AT TE 2| BT A GIH PIC TP AT R T§ HHA gl B S HHEry
IEmETEal faard & I a fy §8icge # oI5 WM T8 2| 3/ PR Y HHAIRAT Bl adbled Bl
ST, ST 3RUdTel § gedlel BRd & 981 gdlel T8l 8-l ARy, .. (Fag™) 7 Sy q=m?. .. (gur)

MR. SPEAKER: You have given your very valuable views. He has not said one word against the
Director.

... (cgggm)
sft TSy HIH : Iremel WEley, fHl &1 9T WX AT ' 3R SAdt dIg fewie W T8 ). . (aum)

T HEISY & IAd! WIS HAT AN et 2l

... (caagm)
L HETSY 2 U ] dR-4R WS B a7

... (cgagm)
MR. SPEAKER: Why are you talking? Please note down the names. I cannot allow this
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indefinitely. There is a limit to it.
... (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Nothing is being recorded.

(Interruptions)*

37T HRIGY : JMMYD! dlcT- BT Dls 8P el ol

... (cgagm)
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister will deal with that.

... (Interruptions)

el HEIGY : BH QI IR B AT FER A 8! A PR W & b Usel AU FA Y, ISP T
qifery |

st st faerd aroudt : seE Weley, S HHARN STl & HRY e Y MY & I R 9 ard
T @1 BT el Bl AT | SHA ATATA [N 3R SIEICYC &1 ARl ERIE 81| Al # He @
g f& i woifa Jd oz, .. (@raem)

*Not Recorded.

JTeeT HEIGY : S Bl
... (caagr)

MR. SPEAKER: You give up this bad habit of yours. You have not been asked to speak. You
cannot go on speaking while sitting. You are not a teacher here.

... (Interruptions)

DR. PRASANNA KUMAR PATASANI (BHUBANESWAR): Hon. Speaker, Sir, this is relating
to the power sector.... ... (Interruptions) Orissa is a leading State which is below the poverty
line. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Dr. Patasani, do not complicate the matters.

... (Interruptions)
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7T HEISY 2 Y T 91 B 8, 96 g |

DR. PRASANNA KUMAR PATASANI : feeeft # Sit 9T €, 9 o) & S| You are going to allow
more money. ... (Interruptions) That is why | want a specific answer from the Minister. ...
(Interruptions)

<1, R fHE gIed : HEH e HElRY, U Sae} B B AW 3R U g9 ffeear W &1 A9 o
et # =arn 8, Iud AER W, § A e w=ar argar g1 H dA-di ugves vad quHl a6 oS
IFIT & W W 989 IN S ud fRdl & w@rf & forg ff ue "o @ meR a e sifd g
SICIE SR AE WA BT JGIM BT BT PIR BY Al W AT 911 @1fey| sifdd sfear &iege & it
A H IRRGER &, E Fel T F Aafes woit sfdawic wm # T8 o1 %@, Af & ene # @A 8rm
5 I 98 SRRaeR € R B¢ giuwic fhar ok 98 W3Sl 9@ 200 gl & 9B &l o & fhe
WIgdT AW H AT qDb U Al Bl gRwric Tei goll| 3Tl a1 & 3ifd 3f$a1 SISYE & 7 WA
Bried # & @ %... (F9ur)

31eE HEIGd : 3MUdT dls U & al gfed| What is your question.

<l o g greg - § J' ge Fn aEar g Bt e, e g ugEyur i g 996 R W
SITHR. . . (FaeT)

MR. SPEAKER: Nothing has been said. Please put your question. 3@ Rac® $& & drar &l

<. ®evr fig a1ea : § 78 @E @ E 5 S9b B WR SR R dle-Ble & ardl A .. (FadT)

MR. SPEAKER: You have to ask a clarificatory question. Put your question. T a1 &, IR &1
grar 21 What is your question. fdepa &1 dverr 2|

T AT TG ¢ 78] arerl 2l

3TeeT HEIGY : BN S W AT &, TEl dre &

Sl. BT (A8 AET : WX UIUCS HYAH & b 99 8R WX SR ars-BlS &R+ dald @l & RaaT,
M. WY, F B ITHT BRE DA aTcl @l & RIa®. .. (Fag™) § I8 18 W g 5 78 TR W) TR
AIS-BTS B dTel HHAN! SRTATA H 12 HS T, 24 ©S P B Bl INATSS B Tl HHATRAT DT FH Aol
<& A1 FE <A, 391 € AR FAgE @2, ()

31eeT HEIGd : Od gl dHad a¥ IBl

3fl Aol AR (TA) - AEAT FEFE SN, H Dad T YO @l Gl A O HIBA S A A @R
HA SNt & AT S U T 8, I8 a9l TR AW § R A9 B Sfidd A ST gafl A8 |aTdl 8 A
RIS WRATT YA FLRAM BT AT TP TRAT § 3R W S« H Sl SRR A9 &, I 3 AR 96 &
for 89 <91 & GaQ = SRUdTel # 31T SolTol HYIGd, oifeh T8 W W W eraficed & S8l TR sarer 4
T 8, 39 UPR & Sl IRI-YART 8T B 2. .. (1ae)

MR. SPEAKER: Please put your question.
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... (Interruptions)

A el~g PAR : F FTaT W 37 M g1 § A" 42 St | e, .. (Fa9r)
el Heled : Hgdll e, qgil

st dtois AR : & smyfdem dwm @& e e 8 S9 aRA @1 e W & oy agt o gaR @t
TR =t X& 8, 9 WR YD b I ANy IR A BRUICH DI ARAT gAY [IA AMRY| FFH A Al
frdt STaer &1 B Fara 2. .. (Tde)

3edeT HEIGT ¢ YT @1 AW GIE € W 8, BIg g T 2
st dors $IR : 3R WS & fodt 3 ff = 2 =Ry, I A Smud e daredn €

MR. SPEAKER: This is very unfortunate. Please put only a clarificatory question. This is not an
occasion to make speeches. Only one notice is there. Chair on certain occasions allows it. I have
allowed it but please do not misuse it and do not make it a precedent. Put a question.

SHRIMATI MANEKA GANDHI (PILIBHIT): Mr. Speaker, Sir, thank you for giving the
opportunity. Hon. Member has quite rightly brought to your attention, the deteriorating situation
in AIIMS. I would like to ask the Minister that the deteriorating situation in AIIMS is not
because of the Director or his doctors or his team but because the non-Plan expenditure money
has been reduced so drastically from the last year, in spite of the fact that the number of patients
has increased. Last year, there were 19.56 lakh patients in this single Institute. In Causality alone,
there were 1.53 lakh patients.

MR. SPEAKER: Please put your question. What is the clarification you want?

SHRIMATI MANEKA GANDHI : I am asking. Last year, they spent Rs.260 crore in non-Plan
but they were given Rs.280 crore. This year, is it not true that the Ministry of Health in spite of
being asked for Rs.300 crore, has given only Rs.170 crore?

And the fact is that with four months left for this year, the Institute has spent Rs.199 crore already
and they have not been given any more money. They have no money for medicines. All their
money goes for sheets and supplies. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Your question is: Are they going to give that money?
Shri Gurudas Dasgupta to speak. You should ask only a question. I will not allow you otherwise.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Sir, I will definitely utter two sentences. I do not accept this
contention that the All India Institute of Medical Sciences is in disorder. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: What is your question? No preparatory is necessary. I would not allow this.

... (Interruptions)
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SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : Will the Minister agree that there is disorder and decline in the
standard of treatment while attending the patients in the Emergency during the recent period?
Will the hon. Minister agree to this contention made by the hon. Mover of the Calling Attention?
Secondly, about the trade union movement, we always stand by that. We all stand by the struggle
of the workers. But trade unions have also a responsibility towards the people, towards the
patients, towards the doctors and towards everybody. There cannot be a trade union without
social obligation. Therefore, my pointed question is: Will the hon. Minister concede that one
day’s sudden stoppage of work by a number of employees should be there? It was a different
issue whether the charter was there or not. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: This is very unfortunate. You are quite an experienced Member.
... (Interruptions)

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA : I would like to know whether that has affected the treatment of
the patients everywhere including the Emergency. This would support everything that is being
done there. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: I have to meet a foreign delegation. Hon. Minister to speak now.

13.12 hrs (Shri Varkala Radhakrishnan in the Chair)

e o g (STHYR) - |waly weey, # ff 39 Wdy W |ard goAr aredn ... (@adm)
*mO08

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE (DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS): 1
definitely share the concern of the hon. Member Shri Ajay Maken. I would like to state certain
facts about this institution and I would like to answer the questions of all the hon. Members who
have put their queries.

Regarding the first query of Shri Maken that this institution was started as a research Institute,
that there is not much research going on, I would like to contradict that statement. This is one of
the most premier institutions in our country and a very reputed institution worldwide. It was
specifically started for research. There are lots of research activities going on in the institution. It
is not that only in the Plan Budget certain funds have been allocated, they get funds to the extent
of Rs.20 to Rs.30 crore yearly through extra mural funding agencies worldwide along with the
support of the Government.

The issue of some equipment lying idle was brought to our notice. These equipment were not
used for a couple of years. We have ordered an enquiry into the equipment not being used for a
long time.

About the medicines, some patients were asked to buy medicines from outside. In the two
Departments of Cardiology and Neurology, there has been a package scheme wherein all the
consumables, medicines and everything are included in a package for a surgery. This is easier for
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the patients to buy. We are looking at this procedure for the whole of AIIMS, whereby all the
Departments could be brought under this. There have been some complaints that the patients
have been asked to buy medicines. This scheme is an on-going scheme. We are looking into the
concerns of all. We will bring out an alternate, viable solution to that.

About the Cancer Institute, we had a little problem in that. Now, we have the revised Expenditure
Finance Committee (EFC). Once we get the outcome of that EFC, we will again continue the
work. It is not that all the floors are not functioning in the Cancer Block.

As regards Trauma Centre, this has been going on for quite some time. Again this has gone to the
EFC. In fact, some comments have come from it and some procedure is still going on. We will
try our best to bring out Trauma Centre once we get the clearance from the EFC.

As regards robotic heart surgery, the hon. Member has mentioned that a lot of surgeries are being
conducted through these machines. In fact, the post of Deputy Director (Administration) is
currently vacant. A panel has come to me and we are going through the screening procedure.

The Director, AIIMS is one of the best cardiologists in our country. He is a very efficient doctor.
Mr. Maken has said that he has been doing the work of vigilance as also finance. But we have
persons delegated for that. We have Financial Assistant and for administration, a Deputy Director
(Administration) is going to be appointed soon.

Regarding the specific incident where an employee’s son had died, whether it is an employee’s
son or any other patient, no life should be lost due to medical negligence of health care
personnel, both the doctors as well as para-medical staff. We would not allow any such thing. It
does not matter whether he is the son of an employee or a poor man. In the specific incident, I
had given an elaborate statement where I had stated the facts as to what happened that day. In the
mid-night of that day, we had debarred the concerned doctor who had treated that patient from
going ahead with further functioning in the hospital. An inquiry team consisting of three doctors
1s conducting the inquiry. Maybe, in a fortnight, the inquiry will be through. So, we will take
action according to the recommendation of the inquiry team.

Regarding protest of employees, this is not a factory where the employees could just stop
production for a day. If the employees stop working in the hospital, the lives will be lost. It is not
that just one-day production will be lost. But we would not allow even one life to be lost in any
manner. We will be taking a strong view whether it is a karamcharis’ union or doctors’ union.
We treat them in the same way. Nobody could just strike the work without any reason
whatsoever. In fact, the High Court has given a ruling in September, 2002 that no meeting or
protest or any other such activity — which I have read in my statement — can be conducted within
500 metres of the Institute. It is wrong on the part of the karamcharis’ union to go on an
indefinite protest. Mr. Maken has said that they did not have any grievance or demand in the
protest. Even if they had any demand, it was not right to protest in a very reputed Institution
which is also known worldwide. There should not be even one hour protest as lives are at stake.
People come from far flung areas of the country to get treatment there.

As regards suspension and action taken against the employees, the statement has said that action
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has been taken against 19 persons. Two of them were temporary employees. They have been
dismissed and an inquiry is being conducted against rest of the 17 employees. Action will be
taken on a case to case basis as per the recommendation of the inquiry team. We will take a view
accordingly about revoking the suspension or otherwise.

Hon. former Prime Minister, Mr. Vajpayee was praising the Director. There is no demand for
removing the Director. Nobody put any such demand.

Mr. Karan Singh Yadav has given more information about robotic centre. He has also said that
the employees should create a conducive atmosphere for the functioning of the hospital. Mr.
Shailendra Kumar is concerned about the reputation of the Institute. Definitely, we are also
concerned about it. We will not let the reputation of the Institute go down even by one bit.

SHRI B. MAHTAB (CUTTACK): One person is holding three posts. What is being done about
that?

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: There are persons deputed under him to work in these posts.
Anyway, we will take it up.

SHRI AJAY MAKEN : There is one Deputy Director who is looking after administration,
finance and vigilance.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: As regards Deputy Director’s posts, a panel has come for my
purview and we will take a decision for posting a Deputy Director (Administration).

Smt. Maneka Gandhi expressed her concern about allocation of Rs. 170 crore under the non-Plan
head this year as against a requirement of Rs. 300 crore. She is right in saying this. The Ministry
1s allocating more money under the Revised Estimates where we are trying to increase the
Budgetary resources to maintain AIIMS.

In fact, in AIIMS, a Research Review Committee has been constituted to periodically review all
the research activities. A lot of research is going on there. I have urged them to have a lot of more
research work in the Institute, especially in regard to Stem Cells and such other things. We are
going about that. We would not allow the reputation of AIIMS to go down one bit.

Sir, I once again would like to thank all the hon. Members for their queries on this issue.
MR. CHAIRMAN : The House now stands adjourned to meet again at 2.20 P.M.
13.21 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned for Lunch till twenty minutes

past Fourteen of the Clock.
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