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Title: Shri Ajoy Chakraborty called the attention of the Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers to the situation
arising out of rise in prices of medicines, particularly life saving drugs in the country and steps taken by the

Government in regard thereto.

13.09 hrs.

SHRI AJOY CHAKRABORTY (BASIRHAT): I call the attention of the Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers to
the following matter of urgent public importance and I request him that he may make a Statement thereon:

“The situation arising out of rise in prices of medicines, particularly life saving drugs in the country and steps
taken by the Government in regard thereto.”
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IS Sarsit & Yedi W gfg W SO RN T2 39S Wy § TSR R IOIY Y $HaH & ar § Sefed & a1 o g1 § g9
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* Also placed in Library. See No. LT 2404/05
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iy g Rt swafal & afafaferdl @1 srafis v 9fg & v we o7 & fog arfdawra gars g gomn
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SHRI AJOY CHAKRABORTY (BASIRHAT): Sir, I humbly submit through you that my Calling Attention
notice relates to Ministry of Health also. I respectfully submit that the hon. Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers
was not able to cover all the queries or all the points which were raised in this House. Medicine 1s an essential
commodity in the country. People cannot survive without medicine. It is essential for the mankind like food and
shelter. After Independence, when independent Government was formed under the leadership of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, at that time, the Government declared before the nation that like food and shelter, medicine
also will be provided at a cheaper rate to the common people of the country. I think you will appreciate and
everybody will appreciate that today medicines are not at all cheaper and they are beyond the reach of the
common people, poor people and lower middle class and middle class people also. If you go to any hospital, the
hospital authorities would say that the medicine is not available in the hospital and they would give a
prescription to buy the medicines in the shop. It is beyond the capacity of the common people to purchase these
medicines for a patient who is admitted in the hospital or for a patient who is not admitted in the hospital but
taking treatment. We are observing that the prices of medicines are increasing day by day.

I have gone through carefully the statement made by the hon. Minister. From his statement it appears that
there 18 no difference between a life-saving drug and other drugs. I am not a medical expert. But we can treat
some medicines as life-saving drugs. For example, decadrim is the drug which is given for TB patients for
saving the life. I am not going into that point. A drug may be a life-saving one or not a life-saving one; but it 1s

required for saving the lives of the people. The prices of all the drugs are rising everyday.

The multinational companies, foreign companies are coming to our country in the sector of medicine. My
question to the hon. Minister is whether the Government have taken any steps against these big drug
manufacturing companies, either national or multinational, which are having a monopoly in manufacturing of

drugs for the hike in the prices of the medicines[krr18][krrl7].

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Chakraborty, please be brief. You can ask only questions and clarifications.

SHRI AJOY CHAKRABORTY : Sir, I am asking questions. Just now I told that the multinational foreign

companies are coming in our country in the medicine sector and these multinational companies are big
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manufacturing companies. Every time they are raising the prices of medicines which are not available at cheaper
rates in our country. What steps are taken by the Government to curb the rise in prices of medicines? Or, is there
any price control mechanism to curb the price rise of medicines? What steps are taken against those
manufacturing companies which are every time not bothering about Government directions or are not bothering
about the plight of the people of our country?

Some wholesale big dealers are suppressing the supply of medicines. They are not supplying the
medicines to the medicine shops. Thereby, in a fake manner, they are increasing the prices of medicines. What
steps are taken by the Government against those unscrupulous medicine wholesale dealers and medicine

manufacturing companies for their corrupt practices?

Now, I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister to what I told you and this House earlier.
This 1s related to Ministry of Health also that medicines are not available even at big hospitals in the cities. In
the rural areas, you know, Sir, hospitals do not have medicines. I think, you have experienced that in rural
hospitals and primary health centres, no medicine is available, what to talk of availability of medicines at
cheaper rates. Even if you go to hospitals in big cities like Delhi, medicines are not available here also. What
steps are taken by the Government to supply medicines to Government hospitals so that medicines are available
for admitted patients and for outdoor patients also? So, I would request the hon. Minister to tell us what steps he

has taken about making available medicines at cheaper rates to common people of our country.
QU FeIgd : 1 o PARI 31T TP &1 9% g0 I ¢

#ft ders PR (TA) : FT SRNGT T B qu?
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S, ¥ HARR Alfedn gAR wHroEre fas | S wer o & 18 W axg v g A T YA | urer A @
et @Ryl eror aToiRl # <, wwfal § R qar & drd Jou teh B0 8, 98 gar A 4 o0 e @ 1. (@raur)
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T-g! HHfell o R cargdi & o7 te vual g, 98 49 v § Qe @ € e Sfiew wie qagar| §
ST ATEdT § 6 o1 99 gargdi @ <M BH BI? 1 89 Bl IR Ab A, S A% BIg BridE H¥l?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Varkala Radhakrishnan. I am allowing you to ask only one clarification or question.

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN (CHIRAYINKIL): Sir, I had been listening carefully to the hon.
Minister's reply. I was trying to reconcile it with our experience in day-to-day life. My humble question 1s

whether there is any price monitoring system, either at the State level or at the Union level[reporter19]?

This 1s my first question to the hon. Minister. Is there any price monitoring machinery? I am asking this

because the Committees have recommended for a price monitoring system for it.

There was some fluctuation in the price of medicines after the introduction of VAT in the country, and it
was claimed that introduction of VAT would not affect the price of medicines. This was the reply given
regarding this issue at the time of introduction of VAT.

There was also some speculation in the market about the prices for the life-saving drugs after the
amendment of the Patent Law. The primary issue to be taken into account is the availability or supply of
medicines in the market. The supply is very very rare, and as a result of this, the prices will go up. The only
effective step that the Government can take in this matter 1s to have an effective price monitoring machinery at
the Union level as well as at the State level. Will the hon. Minister tell us whether the Government has taken any
such step in this direction?

ft darm g (REe”) : gunfy qgeg, # 5341 Sit 4 w81 =arsar g 6 qanl @ g0 J haed ugd, Red wsd ok
TFTES, S <l # W SfdR 81 $Wh 916 a6k # S gd1 ghEi H fAwd) 8 S ff Sl ofdR g ... (aum)

qurafay 7Eed ¢ 39 e W g

... (agr)

#ft HaR™ g A 99 A § P R ARER 9 IR Bl R PR, DIl DI PR gHied A Wied e wR Adbdl §
? GO U | g Bl aredl § b 7 74 qaneit & forg gadidiy grr s fhew 8l ® ofR @it i qard € ST wsw
TN e O fhad @ar ¥ F qu dredl € 6 R 3@ 318 W SRe ¥ 2 3R § A R WRAR S9 HIRGl § UTer
HRA ? . (caaum)

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, I will not allow any more hon. Members to put questions to the hon. Minister.
... (Interruptions)

SHRI TARIT BARAN TOPDAR (BARRACKPORE): Sir, I have got only one question to ask on this issue from

the hon. Minister. ... (Interruptions)
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|AIT ARG @ GEE dF o1 AU I, #H I Bl YarSe fHAT gl MU Ao ® B aE v A R ¥4t gl
g A | @ aifee g1 AT Wew AU BIel R®RE 2 erEsivl g Gadl S SR dEres FaEEed 8 Sed e
arfes €

... (agrd)

#ft aRT aRoT diverR A9 R T e B ... (=gEu)
[ATART FEGT ¢ AUHT T q1S H AT | IS &9 a9 J UGB 1 Al A, F A B s A B

... (=Tagr)

SHRI TARIT BARAN TOPDAR : Sir, it is a very important question, which I intend to ask from the hon.
Minister.

[AART Aelqd @ MUt oer w19 e & gwferg @' € forar SRl R &9 U &t drer feam @ et drer g% |
SIRAT| 39 9wy W 78 8

... (cgaygmE)
MR. CHAIRMAN: There is a constraint of time. Therefore, I cannot allow it.

... (Interruptions)

st xmAfdeme A @ Wl wEeE, A SO ashdd! ot ¥ A9 ddTd g €1 S8 Ugdl |are 98 4Bl 6 @ gl
P BT get & 2 HY 3 Wad A gaordr & b Sed gal 60 89X &1 HS 2005 H, AN Udh ATl # 91 60 BWN A3 H W
31 BOIR T3 Bl AR &1 Wit $9 31 §OR <ai3i § ¥ 30,485, Hdlold 96-97 URYC CAI3 Bl BbiHd fdeper &l adl, A=l
et SI\d ugel ot It & W 245 TR B FHT T 8 3R 833 AR B HIHT T3¢ & O fF 2.73 wie gl 5T gami
P! B 1 ¢ 98 UG A T RS D 419 941 ¢ A AT HeA1 B qa18 P PHIAd 961 ©, 98 Wel el ol T T g
IE g1 fb Aol TR BRI ol @l &, J97 SNfe 9 96 W@ 7 dfe 3 <R A1 Uee ar 8 & dravs W 80 WRIiC §
a3l BT USERM BXe] HFIAIS gRI a1 ST & 3R 20 UR¥C q@isil &1 USRI UHUA™N g§R1 fHal a1 8| S9d a1
Frfifeer B4 € ufoy a8 S & 7! Aed HUS o @ §, § "l AW P IGHUE S F ard § Siredr g ...

(Interruptions) Mr. Varkala Radhakrishnan, [ am coming to the point raised by you[ak20].

S AeS! AT BT AT § 3R O Uee & Wdy § AUIHUEA SN A HEl €, U HT MUkl 7w & fb U &
g Taee o fedfiom 8 1M g & 8 81 A gdadt wxer Riael off o € g wweiar 1995 § fhar wan e &k SW
AR A @ U g9 e &1 w93 & w21 241 af 01-01-1995 3 59 FHAT AR §3Ml, A1 01-01-2005 WS Pl AR HRAT
& o7l IFH Bl BIs qar Tel o7 iR sAfAy 98 aF] B T §q AN §oN 99 G418 B FWR S USe oI, 98 Sl g W e
o, 31d SV Wrede Ucc & W9 N fhAT| 37 IGH SPT hel & b Ucc B BN Gdls b FHUX T 3R 81 &1 &l Ga1s B HHel
3 oy 3 A g A & T S & g o § ok & FoR A § qon o So) @) Fen of, e g i
| qradia B S g1 vy T8 & ¥ R S e W gea Ry, wunfa of, e B omex gt Bl 5w sw
srteiie B €Y STSART| 48 TEd TE o Ak a1 F SN e FT @Y B Foar| A A A ot A R o ok T
far @1 ft ers #§ @1 AT 319 Y IWH <@ B Ude & 91g €A1 & SR T YU TS dTall 8l Ue W 1995 @ 41 W §
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q1g € Had < B g YR SaedT IR R BT &l SEW U 9fwrd | &9 AN 7 I8 wel B S Uce ot qargai st
3R afe 9 Targat 89N U8l 99 %& € al 1995 & 918 Wi Sl gaTs a1 W@l 8, 9 d¢ Tal fha1 S| SHH a8 S oS! At
& sgEft afd 99 dg @l fosar smo|

TR, A A BT W1 EF AN A I HidIom @1 81 Al Yeyar qars @l @ 8 A1 Afeed aM W e
TTE 99 W@ § 1 89 X BI Al d1SEW < GHd & HHAH argd o Widem 81 R I8 T8 2 6 9 smmeEm g
FoT Y% DI | AT JHAU-2A1T M FeHT PH HE Al Uee @iy bl Hl dald d M BT BAR U GfhfRge iffer Bl g
PR IR WE TR T AFT TRl RN T fF WA I oM & Ul S7& A TS Wgd AN ft & S
arfey e 6 78l g0 W g oRR 78 US| U g @l ard ® 6 7R v o ooiRnre g € e ddy § gan anfd
Pl @ A O RN 9§ PUE- 354 U ¢ AR 74 T W B AN 7 dard fhar 81 A O 354 TR I € 5
A TP W G USe B A= A8l 8, I8 G B ard 2. (Fghr)

Uh AT G : 3seivd & ar § o} a1 §feg|

sft W o grgaE @ g9 ot STsSriive WR e W €1 YRR 1 &9 ddall od 81 IR U ¥ €1 Udh g9 urddl o) & U8
3aH W Tie oY 3R UIRe Ui SuISiie w8l %@l TR o {6 ®Ig o @1 8 9 S9d Raas dweic 8 9dhdl B, 99 W
gaTs B Wl § 3R fewdeE 8 wahar 81 59 W W Usel g% @I 7 fi-ufe sy & fog off, g9 @i 7 99 W -
Tie 3R URe-Uie Q1 &I Sired &1 &M fhar 81 a9 I8 W) uraue fFan g {6 $I snax Bie-Ael &R &xd Tar W
G BT B T8l B FEH I d AN S B AT BIg ff 9 B, T8 IFD AR IR & IR R et g 6 A
B AR SRS w1 2| 3@ U PR BT oI IS 3 A AT 2 3R Mid § S IQ W@ GQRIY Afpa et & ur, 1
® TN 5 BIR BUAT el ¥ @ 98 BR TE @G whd 21 S @ A o ot weht qard on Smeh afp gard gwt o
Torft S HH F HH HHd W) el & forw Suaer @1[R21]1

<A A G hd & G H bl T Bl 1 dola & wE # nft 9 o fm € 99e srgar fafaes edsiar
TR PHAS FAY BT BT =12V 3R g8 Fram a8 2 16 S g9 90 Ui Arde IR ‘T Ul &1 81 3R ITHT 4 4 T
PRIS WA BT IR 81, VAT Sarsil B 7 Pord ¥ of Ghd el o b el suw der 6 e ffs g @ et
WEHR 7 I8 el fhar & {5 TaEl iR 3 <l &l &9 | &9 A IR g6 el sik g9 fav S alid €1 Us al 98 &
5 &9 SUSEIT DI TATHR THY MR GO RIdHT T8 & o5 &9 G D1 dgiad # o ol Bl B AW A W TS
HERM @ €, 9 gRieal Wi &dl € 5 39 <@g &1 Sdred &g 8 9| g 39 A W e &R & foig a1 wafedi
g & - U B furdiic & arge ddhed st e off Y sremerdr § 3R gud B murHA off & grr #ft wue Je
1 reerar § e B WA Bl SABT B A Y @1 & 6 R g B B G AT €, I B ST Bald B AU qg
Udh H § A b iR ft $IS SuRT & GFar 2l H wHeal g & 9 - S R o W@l gt Ruie
I[, 2005 & AT of, 3 T ST 31 ARG 9 RO T B fow e g1 39 HARA B RO @AY, AP R B
IR TR &9 HIAATE HT|

Fa a1 FaRm St 7 FE 2 6 dacd ugw, vesy s98, Red wsd SR wHeRdl - 39 "uaarsht $I S
gl EAR 9P fRadmd 7% ot § fF S Td Whd St € Sd! udl & & 81r § [ 9 vawss s faa &t g
S W ggad-dl Fufai d1 vaags S8 &t & T € ok aSi-a€l wufvai Hifar @ Aremw F gordt €1 g9 B AR 39D
fore for@r & o gaaT el wurer Rafs 98 frar o1 @1 81 saferw gx9 Red wigw iR vaemRdt & g = &1 fAdbrem
&1 N fpar &1 gaa fag aae Rurdtic & @a1 & 6 0 am, e an § gy ser & % 3 91 iR ue w1y
@ Ry Redt w1ew arel! <1 1 TRt & W0 # 36 WUY § 99 W g, S SR IfBy 3R O oaE 7 € I9a Radrd drl
g PG| S0 uRRARY # 89 gamell & dora § W @ are 39 Y 7 AR fae € R =i | wxl
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Ml A 7 B B BEl B P s AT g6 B AR F e wx| g § wE A aw /fdn g @
aRymT 7€l fBerdt & wiif AfEha wge 3 g ¥ & <a1 Bl g WA AT Srdr &1 A4 Ay e o weRar 8 o
2 Al 3R B! AT I A 7 far g @ g SAferar wifdd & whar 81§ I8 919 g8 SJaeqd & @Y HE @l gl dad
Rigear & 81 g0 g IR Reel s B wie @ ot A B WY Y SR SwHT FaTo TE BT T Al T SIS
B wdhdl B gafo 9 dEl 78 € 6 aew afdw g ot aRvm T8 81 TR U 347 ARTa § €1 T 9 BRl
B FEl ¢ 5 a9 vraucd @ WY dody, 9 A WA qa Ferfey St iR Seerar dERal SN dwr, gaemddt enf |
TEfRE 1 BACH U WR TR AT B IR @l gl THIRdl ok Red wisw @ g & R 3l B @ fhar 9y, 39 W
W fagr far S ver 81 §HR WA IORAE Aisd 81 g9H U8 U el dard ® 6 qaneil @1 Jlg AgwaaR 9§ @¥er S
2l

ag Siq fAEiar @ o A1 d &1 S 3R B, 98 9gd B9 Bdl 8l 99 YR W 89 Wl Al Aed 8| AFdgd gdill W bR
H1 A Sorel el Bl B I8 A AFN H dic = 2 T H A1 S Ma9Id q@Tg €, 3D SevAd AR BT R el S ursH
fafieeR 4 HA& 9718 8, a8 Wt AR &l

T A TS 7 90-90 SO & IR § [ard et ol

[UIITT HEIGd  : 98 3ol ¥ YO ol 3R ag § SUSD! 9d1d & o1l 319 a8 qard b iR fpaan w7 ofr?

sft I e Ta ;A AE A S wara U, 9 9t &1 oare § e 21 snsdtdive <w W uiw S, IS, s,
gaxrare, Ffioe iR gorrqR § wRivd off | a8 Rreger-ua # ot 81 e #aery, do PR ofiv uoy wRaR, 39 @i @
A AFNERY 1 SHRERT & RIT® Al B @ B HTH A9d AXBR BT 8l Thal qarell @) g B st 81 gaferw
¥feher e # 39 RIsge-va # @ 2| 98 Fafed & wafAa 21 5o @r T € 5 wafad & a1 aagiar w8 8eml
g @ R Sirel W garferdt § |wfRa " | AT 9, 98 & 9IS I@T el oA T8l § ug | JOwhRgR @ gfie ugd
¥ 99 g TREE A A 99 7 Ebw, WA 3R T @I ff 48 BT B ey ¢ & T B, (F@uH) ' A g6
Reemd reTg <E €

JHTIfT HEISd : 59 GHY Jseidivd farg T 21

#ft M R arHer @ w9 ARl A A Al g8 21 39 Al B A A g U Sl T Sl Ryawr 2000 # e
ot At &7 Fer o & Fferdt & W & wEEiar T8 8RR At @ R W e APRS SW 98 @l B #
SRR 81 Y| oiftes § s Rarsaad & fow sa=n aamn @ear § {6 2005 # 99 A @ RAIS o 78 281 S9H BHal T
g o 3 Rargaar & forg St 2780 HI$ BUT BT AN o, SHBT 1 YG &, I8 A [HAT WY| 204 IS BIY S DY & &,
SU R 8 IR ov @ B 89 SR A o R & of), Sud ug f fAfgd en f @aferdt enfee s @ aifeul gafer
Reerdiie aike W fhaar 941 gagerd § o, I8 64 <@1 &I 910 2] IS AR W CHIdhd IMST BT 3eX & fam T 2l
Iue gar H RUIE o1 71¢ 81 89 I dax SN & urg Sih 3R R fasie & |Her W@ $o e ug Rfd 2l

MR. CHAIRMAN: Item number 17, Shri Chidambaram to present a statement.
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