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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, we will take up tem No. 28. The time allotted to this was three hours. We have already exhausted two
hours and twenty seven minutes. When the House was adjourned, Shri Ram Kripal Yadav was on his legs.

Now, | request Shri Ram Kripal Yadav to continue. Not present.

Shrimati Paramijit Kaur Gulshan please.

SHRIMAT| PARAMJIT KAUR GULSHAN (BHATINDA): Nobel Laureate economist Amartya Sen has said: " The
general asset of any country are its educated and healthy citizen. This asset can transform any country into a super
power." Today when we talk about transforming India into a super power, let us where India stands in the health
sector. As per Article 47 of the Indian Constitution, providing basic health care to its nationals is and should be the
responsibility of the Constitution. The real picture is present in the Human Development Report, 2004 of the UN
organisation on development, UNDP. According to this report, India spends only 4.9% of its total income. If we add
up the budget of the Central government and my State, it comes out to be 25,000 crore. But on health-care, the
government is spending only 11%. The rest is spent by the private sector. The real intention of the private is not to
help people but to fleece them. In India, private sector has a strong influence in the health sector. The poor people
cannot afford the money needed to be paid to the private doctors or for purchasing costly medicines.

It is really unfortunate that the public health service in India is sub-standard and useless. In Government hospitals
and dispensaries, there is acute shortage of basic health care and medicines. Seventy per cent people of India
reside in villages but in comparison to urban areas, hospitals and dispensaries in rural areas are abysmally less by
15%. If we talk about Punjab, the rural health-care scene is pitiable. Instead of the patients, the hospitals are ill. In
the last four years, no new recruitment of doctors has been made. If we talk about only the Machinwara area of
Ludhiana, only two doctors cater to the needs of 117 villages. Only two doctors are there for the residents of 117
villages. The hospitals are devoid of doctors and medicines and are singing the dirge of non-existent medical



facilities available in rural Punjab. Due to an acute shortage of medicines and

* QOriginal in Punjabi.

non-availability of doctors, people dying of AIDS, Cancer and heart-disease, Cholera, Malaria and TB are rampant.
The poor people are dying unattended but the government is doing nothing for them. Is the government providing
basic health care to its citizens? The answer will essentially be a resounding "No". If we fail to provide basic health
care to the rural people, people will lose faith in democracy for al times to come.

The need of the hour is to open more and more dispensaries and hospitals in rural India. These hospitals should
have latest and state-of-the-art machines. | want to specially draw the attention of the government towards the
Malwa belt where thousands of cancer-patients are dying unattended. The water of this area contains such harmful
elements that are carcinogenic. So, | request the government to open a fully equipped modern hospital for treating
patients in the Malwa belt, so that those cancer patients who have to go to Rajasthan to get themselves treated,
could get proper and effective treatment in the Malwa region itseslf. Thank you, Sir.

(ends)
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Before | request the next hon. Member to speak, there is one Bill which is yet to be
introduced. | would request Shri A. Krishnaswamy to move for leave to introduce the Bill.
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