nt>

LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock
(MR. SPEAKER in the Chair)

# =a TR M (ENR) : rens Aeiew, ¥ v Aeaygef A @ AR et earE Rer =mrean €€ (@aur)
MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, we have got a very happy announcement to make.

...(Interruptions)
it ARaTd e arfa (SE9R) @ o E siafds § R 3 4 weis 7 ek dsa Sfar 81 9 WeT 3 8 ggarg o 9nfey|
s HEled : H 98 S o W@ § Afp a1y A @t

11.01 hrs.

Title: *hThe Speaker on behalf of the House congratulated Major Rajyawardhan Singh Rathore for his remarkable
achievement of winning the Silver medal in the Double Trap Shooting even at the Athenes Olympics, 2004.

CONGRATULATIONS TO MAJOR RAJYAWARDHAN SINGH RATHORE ON HIS WINNING THE SILVER MEDAL AT THE
ATHENS OLYMPICS

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, | am sure the entire House would like to join me in congratulating Major Rajyawardhan
Singh Rathore for his remarkable achievement of winning the silver medal in the Double Trap Shooting event at the
Athens Olympics. It is for the first time that an Indian has won a Silver Medal in Olympics in individual event in
independent India. He has done the country and its Armed Forces proud. | am confident that this achievement will spur
the Indian Olympic Contingent to scale new heights and bring laurels to the country. Major Rathore's victory will also
inspire the country's sporting community and the youth of the Nation to excel in their chosen fields.

i 3=ia TR MY ({ER) § rene 7EISy, Bel Aed A A @ A1 3 T8 W) wede & 6 deiferaw wEft st afdreier s g iR
TTEREY T i1 AT far man 24€ (arawm)

MR. SPEAKER: Let us tackle it. If you all give your judgements, then why do you have a Speaker? You decide it
amongst yourselves.

...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seats. Let us conduct the proceedings in an orderly manner. Since | have allowed



him to speak, you should not interrupt him.

st ar=ia TR T ETANeN St B O B Hed § Bol B9 B9 § U ATHell SOl ol 9 HeW § Wed @ AT 3 Wed # SahN PEl
5 TRPR P 3R &9 ATg-Usdld Bd 99 W g o3, Wede i1 | Afdrgey araR off 9rd xR # 72t €1 98 & Suex 9 Ioa |99 § o
¥ AT o |1 & 37| B9 ENGR ¥ ST °igd & {5 98 §6 W &a qq it ?

edE Heled @ 30 A9 ara #t g+l | am sure, all the Ministers are here. The Leader of the House has given some
statement. | have come to know about that, though | was not here.

...(Interruptions)
=t 3rd TR M T /A e g9 A w12 991 99 @ atern gl
MR. SPEAKER: Let us not compete with the other House. Let us go on with the Question Hour.

it 3d TTRM A ;9 9Ed € 5 IReR 39 W 98 @ wode i ?748€] (aum) da wow aHr dee st I aredt ot 7 ot
3as Raars aam R 218€) (zagmE)

emy HElGY  THS! SiE wule 981 | ey 4feu| It is very unfortunate. You are a very able and responsible leader of an
important Party. | am sure, other hon. Members will learn from you. The Leader of the House has made a
statement. Give him some opportunity. We shall find it out.

i QA= uIE AIRd (AARYR) : A& Ty, 36 God H gEY HeA 1 SIS 91d U1 981 & fhdl 9w & IR A oot T fHa1 o1 |,
7% fraw 21a€| (=)

SHRI NAKUL DAS RAI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, | have come to know that the date for next round of Sino-Indian talks is
being worked out. | would like to know, through you, from the hon. Minister, by when the final solution of all these
border disputes can be had.

(b1/1105/lh-am)

I would like to put one more question. In the event of achieving good Sino-Indian relations, will the Government of
India expedite the opening of Indo-China trade route through the State of Sikkim, that is through Nathula border?

I would like to give more stress on these questions because the opening of new windows will provide growth in
tourism, trade, pilgrimage, and food industry. ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Let him reply. After that, you can put your second supplementary.

SHRI NAKUL DAS RAI : Sir, this will bring about employment. It will not only provide growth in our mountain
economy but also provide economic gains for the entire country. What is the present scenario? When will the final
decision come out positively?

MR. SPEAKER: You have put your question very well.

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Sir, | am grateful to the hon. Member. First of all, no timeframe has been fixed for the
resolution of the border issue between India and China. We have had three rounds of talks and the next round of
talks will be held in the coming few months.

With regard to the trade from Nathula, | would like to read out, with your permission, Sir:

"During the visit of Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee to China in June 2003, India and China signed a
Memorandum on Expanding Border Trade, which adds Nathula as another pass on the India-China
border and sets up an additional point on each side of the border. The Indian side designated Changgu
of Sikkim State as the venue for the

border trade market, while the Chinese side designated Renginggang of the Tibet Autonomous Region as
the venue for border trade market. The two sides agreed to use Nathula as the pass for entry and exit of
persons, means of transport and commodities in the Indian border trade. The exact modalities
operationalising the argument including setting up of necessary infrastructure are being worked out by
the Department of Commerce, which is the nodal agency for this in consultation with the State
Government and relevant Departments.”



MR. SPEAKER: Now, second supplementary. Have you got any other question?
SHRI NAKUL DAS RAI : No, Sir. Thank you.

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : Sir, did we discuss with the Chinese authorities with regard to providing full autonomy
to Tibet? If we have made any discussion with regard to that, what was the Chinese response to that because His
Holiness the Dalai Lama had given up his demand?...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: It does not really arise from this Question. You have put your first question, whether any such
discussion was held.

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : Let me complete my question. If you disallow it, that is all right. But let me put the
question at least.

MR. SPEAKER: | am only trying to find out how far it relates to this Question.
SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : Kindly allow me to put the question. If you disallow it, that is a different matter.
MR. SPEAKER: Please carry on.

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN : Sir, | am the convenor of the Indo-Tibetan All Party Parliamentary Forum. Naturally, |
have got the right to put such a question.

MR. SPEAKER: | am not denying your right. Please carry on.

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN (BALASORE): His Holiness the Dalai Lama had given up his idea or demand about an
independent Tibet. Have we asked the Chinese authorities for providing the real autonomy to Tibet? If so, what was
the Chinese answer to that?

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Sir, as you have said, the question raised by the hon. Member has no connection with
the Question that | am answering and that has been asked. Our policy with regard to Tibet is well known. We
consider Tibet as an autonomous region of China and that is the Government's policy.
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AFTERIAY P AT TR ARG § A § 317 e % & =@ g1 99 3 Al 8, 98 SUTeT g SR WA are #1 98t 31NN Raer BT 8
3R At AR A T T B | U R ATAT BT A A ARG B &, O D aR H HE 9 & 6 I8 S 3R G 81 T 4R BN A
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SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Sir, | will certainly make necessary enquiry. With due respect, | must also say that | am
unable to give an assurance on this because it deals with our relations with China. There are set procedures as to
where we have to go and how we have to go. But | take your point.

AiERIq Helld : 3 Aeiey, IR iR fiF & i & wefelt ur wefda v wifide a1k ¢ ot S @1 gl AW warer € fh A
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SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Various Departments of the Government are working on it. We attach the highest
importance to this matter because when Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee went to China last year in June, a memorandum
was signed

with regard to trade, and the various Ministries concerned are taking up the job. If the hon. Member likes, | would
request my friend, the Minister of Commerce, to certainly get in touch with him and inform him.

SHRI SURESH PRABHAKAR PRABHU : We are pursuing two different strategies with China. One is to solve our
border problem. We are engaged in the talks with them for the last 42 years. On the other hand, China is growing
as one of the largest and fastest growing economies of the world. Therefore, obviously we are interested to
promote our economic relationship with China. | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether there is any
inherent contradiction. On the one side, we want to solve our vexed border issue with China and on the other side,
we want to develop the economic relations. Is development of the economic relations coming in the way of solving
the border problem? Or, is it that the border problem is not allowing us to grow as much as we should grow in the
development of our natural economic relationship with our close neighbour?

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH : No, there is no contradiction. There is an instrumentality on both the sides for dealing
with the border. Special representatives are discussing the border question. With regard to trade, | am glad to



inform you, Mr. Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu, that our trade with China by the end of this year should touch 10 billion
dollars. So, the discussions on the border issue are not coming in the way of improving our economic relations
which are doing extremely well.

SHRI B. MAHTAB : My question is related to the border relations with China. Recently a news report has come ouit.
We need a clarification whether it is true or not. | would like to know whether China has shown interest to open a
new roadway through Myanmar to connect the North-Eastern States, specially Arunachal Pradesh and other
neighbouring States of the country. What is the response of our Government to that proposal?

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: | would be grateful if the hon. Member would tell me precisely where this report
appeared and what is the authenticity of the report.

SHRI B. MAHTAB : | will give you the details. A road was closed just after the Sino-Indian conflict in 1962. It was
going through Arunachal Pradesh and Myanmar to China. That proposal is under consideration. That sort of news
has come out. | will give you the specific date and the newspaper. It is an Indian newspaper, a Economic Paper in
which this has come out. | will give you that.

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: | will appreciate that.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you very much.

SHRI KHIREN RIJIJU : In the month of April, a group of officers led by Chief Commissioner of Excise visited
Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh to see the feasibility of a trade route through Arunachal Pradesh to China. Now, |
would like to know whether during the last round of talks the feasibility of a trade route through Tawang district in
Arunachal Pradesh figured.

Secondly, | would also like to seek a clarification from the Government. One month ago, the hon. Minister of State
Shri Shriprakash Jaiswal had stated at Kolkata that the new Government is going to review the trade policy. So, |
would like to know the stand of the present Government in this regard.

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: If | may respectfully say so, the question we are dealing with is about the talks we have
had at the special representatives level on the border question. With regard to the statement by my colleague, | am
certainly not aware of it but | would certainly ask him about it.

MR. SPEAKER: All right, if you get any information you can let him know.

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: I will do that.
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MR. SPEAKER: It does not really come under this Question. However, it is a sensitive issue and so | am allowing it.

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: | can only say that the matter raised by the hon. Member is a speculation. There is no
substance in what he has said.
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DR. ANBUMANI RAMDOSS: The hon. Member has mentioned about the Safdarjung Hospital about which a report
had come in the Indian Express newspaper. | would like to state here that Safdarjung Hospital is one of the oldest
hospitals in Delhi built during the Second World War and it housed the American Army at that time which were using
it as barracks. | agree that a lot of buildings there are old buildings which need restructuring. | had visited the
hospital twice in two months. The first time was a four-hour visit and second time was a three-hour visit of the
paediatric wards. | had gone case by case to follow all the deaths which occurred in the report. | had ordered an
inquiry in the hospital also. In most of these cases -- about 80 per cent of these cases -- the deaths which occurred
were within 48 hours.

The Safdarjung Hospital is a tertiary hospital where terminally ill patients come and those who are sent away from
other hospitals are admitted, and when they come to the hospital itself, they are in a very critical condition.

In this case, 80 per cent of deaths had occurred within 48 hours and most of the babies which had come there had
cardio-respiratory failure, severe pneumonia, severe dehydration and shock, serious cerebral CNS infections,
Congenital abnormalities, Sepsis, etc. They had come there in all these conditions. But our hon. Prime Minister and
our Government is very committed that not even one death should occur due to medical negligence and severe
action will be taken

against the erring doctors, if found any. After my visit to the hospital, certain deficiencies were pointed out and
these are being rectified at this level.
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DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: | understand the concern of the hon. Member. But AIIMS is a hospital of excellence
doing research work. They admit patients in that hospital according to the capacity of the beds. Accordingly, more
than that, they refer the cases to the Safdarjung Hospital.

MR. SPEAKER: There is always lack of space.
Prof. Vijay Kumar Malhotra — not yet returned.
SHRI KINJARAPU YERRANNAIDU : Child mortality has increased in the last few years ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: If you go on uttering "Sir' every second, how can | hear you? Do it in @ manner, raise your hand in a
good manner and | shall notice. You just try to catch my eye. That is a part of parliamentary system. Anybody
calling me “Sir' will not be called.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI KINJARAPU YERRANNAIDU : Child mortality has increased in the last few years despite the fact that the
longevity of the life has increased in this country. Will the Government concentrate on this issue and will the
Government appoint some expert doctors including a committee to check this child mortality which has increased
rapidly, particularly in Orissa and Maharashtra.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADQSS : Sir, with regard to the concern of the hon. Member, infant mortality has come down
in the past two decades to around 63 deaths per 1000 live babies. There are different causes and reasons for
these child deaths in Maharashtra and Orissa and in Delhi. We are going to form an expert committee in the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare where all the experts

from all over the country will be in that panel to go about not only child deaths but all other important health-related
issues.

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you.
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DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS : Sir, | will look into the concern of the hon. Member.

MR. SPEAKER : Shri Raghunath Jha to ask the supplementary. You are putting the question on behalf of the entire
RJD.
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MAJ. GEN. (RETD.) B. C. KHANDURI : Sir, it is a very important question.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS : Regarding child deaths, these were not caused due to deficiency of doctors. But
generally there is a deficiency of doctors all over the country because of the policy of the previous Government of
downsizing the direct recruitment of all the Ministries including the Health Ministry in 2001 by an order of DoPT.

YA T : s ded fea § 7
MR. SPEAKER : You allow himto finish. This is not right. He has not finished as yet. Do not be impatient.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS : During the previous Government, in the order dated May, 2001, the DoPT ordered
downsizing of direct recruitment of one-third of the existing vacancies occurring every year or one per cent of the
total jobs, whichever is less. Due to that, we have vacancies in all the direct recruitment of doctors and technical
staff all over Central Health Service hospitals. | have written to our hon. Minister of DoPT, Shri Suresh Pachauri
about this and also the hon. Prime Minister is concerned about this.

MR. SPEAKER : You have to answer about AlIMS.
st AT AT - oremE WEGq, Wfhs aré &1 SwR A e # ?
MR. SPEAKER : | am trying to help you. You unnerve everybody with your volume. | am unnerved, he is unnerved.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS : Regarding the second part of the question, like | have informed the hon. Speaker in
the last Session, this project was envisaged last year and only now we are going to the Expenditure Finance
Committee. | am also much concerned. A project of AlIMS-like hospital is going to come in Patna, Bihar also.

MR. SPEAKER : You should visit Patna.
DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS : Sir, | am going there on Sunday. ...(Interruptions)
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MR. SPEAKER : Please sit down.

...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Then, | will not give you a supplementary. | was thinking of giving you a supplementary. | will not do
that.

...(Interruptions)
A& HEIGA | FUAT AW §5 |
...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: If you do not co-operate, | will not ask him to answer your question. He said that he would go there,
look into it and try to do it.



...(Interruptions)
THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI LALU PRASAD): Sir, he wants to do something. ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Minister, if you want to add anything, do it, but not under pressure. | will have to protect the
Ministers also.

(Interruptions)
DR. ANBUMANI RAMADQOSS: Sir, | will answer that. ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: This is very unfortunate. The hon. Member has asked about it. You cannot force him to answer.
This is not the way to behave. Please sit down. | am giving everybody a chance to ask supplementary. | am
allowing even 8, 10 or 12 supplementaries. Even then, you are not satisfied.

...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Minister, if you have to add anything, do it, but not under pressure.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADQOSS: Sir, the foundation stones of six AllMS-like hospitals were laid by the previous
Government.

MAJ. GEN. (RETD.) B. C. KHANDURI : Rupees 100 crore were released.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: The foundation stones were laid without going through any formalities.
MAJ. GEN. (RETD.) B. C. KHANDURI (GARHWAL): What formalities?

MR. SPEAKER: There cannot be a running commentary. ...(Interruptions)

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: | will tell you. ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: You need not reply.

Shri Prabhunath Singh.

...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down.

...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: | will not allow this.

...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Nobody else's statement will be on the record excepting Shri Prabhunath Singh.
(Interruptions) ™ &€,
MR. SPEAKER: Shri Topdar, please sit down.
...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Only Shri Prabhunath Singh's supplementary will be recorded.
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* Not Recorded.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Shri Prabhunath Singh, you have put your question. You are not a Minister. You are



not answering the question. Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)
st wapmer foe - sene SR, amw Yo wHf Sft B wHeg P 5 &% avva 7w arer TifRyl a8 ) Wy 3348 do wd §18€] (araum)
enE WEled MUt diet A 2, ama gfeemsw il
MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, let there be discipline and order.
...(Interruptions)

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Sir, regarding the investigation procedure, no patient is asked to have investigation
done outside. All the investigations are supposed to be done only in the hospital premises. If there is any case
where the patient has been asked to get investigation done outside, | would like the hon. Member to inform me.
Then, stern action will be taken against the concerned persons.

MR. SPEAKER: Very good.

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO : | would like to say that ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: You have disturbed me. | will not give you a supplementary.
...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: No running commentary please.

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO : Sir, the infant mortality rate in India is higher than other Asian countries like Nepal,
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. So, what steps is the Government taking to bring down the IMR because during the
Tenth Plan period, we were supposed to bring down the infant mortality rate to 28 per one thousand child births?
So, | would like to have a specific reply from the Minister whether he will pursue the previous NDA Government's
programme to reduce infant mortality rate or not. Thank you.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Sir, of course my Prime Minister, and our Government is very much concerned about
the Infant Mortality Rate (IMR). According to the National Population Policy 2000, the IMR is supposed to come
down to 30 per thousand patients by the year 2010. Today, we have an IMR of 63 per thousand. Definitely all steps
will be taken for further reducing the IMR. For example, in the Immunization Policy, we have planned to increase the
immunization coverage of all the children from the current 45 per cent to 90 per cent. We are trying to increase the
immunization procedure, and all steps will be taken to prevent and decrease the IMR.
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aeaE wWelew @ Ry, @ Faw=E @l Hon. Minister, are you in a position to answer this question now?

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Sir, | can answer this question when the House takes up my next Question, namely,
Question No. 324.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Mohd. Tahir, have you gone to the next question? You may please sit down.

Chaudhary Lal Singh, please ask a relevant question, and nothing related to your security.
ateadt wirer e : oremet Ay, FifS oMY W €, sAfery # syl WX P g
eaE HEied : @ A el

atadt et (He - 3rege deiy, § onus A1 | quH1 9 6 A% U aeft | usd €t ware gor € # ff S arsan § 6 usd &S ot T
e 81, S TaTHC BIE IS HY O, S Hol R B GH, IH HE W FH ST 48 W 2a€, (aur)

MR. SPEAKER: Please ask your question.
...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: | am controlling him. Why are you bothering him?



...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Lal Singh, please come to the point now.
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MR. SPEAKER: It is a very relevant question.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Sir, | fully understand the concern of all the Members regarding the six new AlIMS-
like institutions. | had mentioned last time also that we are very much concerned about this issue because all these
States are very underserved in the health area, and these institutions should be brought in these States. | had a
discussion with the Planning Commission, as there were a few financial constraints in this. ...(Interruptions) Kindly
allow me to complete my answer.

MR. SPEAKER: Do you want the Ministers to answer according to your satisfaction only? What is this entire thing
going on?

...(Interruptions)

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: | had a discussion with the Planning Commission regarding this issue, and we are
moving forward in a positive manner. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI SARBANANDA SONOWAL : Sir, in Assam, particularly in tea gardens, there is no good hospitals and health
care systems.

MR. SPEAKER: | am allowing so many supplementaries because this Question relates to a very important issue,
namely, health.

SHRI SARBANANDA SONOWAL : As a result of that, hundreds of tea labourers have to die every year due to
outbreak of gastroenteritis, cholera and diarrhoea. This year also -- during the months of May, June, July --4,700
people

were reported to have been hospitalised due to outbreak of gastroenteritis. In this regard, | have already
communicated to the hon. Health Minister.

MR. SPEAKER: Please be brief.

SHRI SARBANANDA SONOWAL : Sir, nearly 70 people have already died due to this. | have a specific question to
ask the hon. Health Minister. What measures have been taken so far, to combat the situation, particularly with
regard to the tea garden labourers in Assam?

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: As regards Assam, | had visited Assam two weeks back to look into the flood
situation. | had also visited the camps where the rehabilitated people were put up. We have given all the assistance
which was asked by the Government of Assam, like DDT, chlorine tablets, mosquito nets, anti-snake venom
vaccines, etc.

We have supplied all the medicines and necessary requisites to the Government of Assam.

Regarding tea plantations, they have a rule that the tea plantation owners have to look into the health issues of
their plantation workers.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Prabodh Panda, please put a specific question.
SHRI PRABODH PANDA : | will put only one question.
MR. SPEAKER: Naturally, you are entitled to put only one question.

SHRI PRABODH PANDA : | would like to know whether the Government is envisaging to upgrade any hospital in
Kolkata to the AIIMS level.

MR. SPEAKER: You are putting any or every question. Of course, | cannot ignore Kolkata.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Regarding setting up of new Institutes and upgrading the old ones, my answer is the
same.

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Member, the same thing applies to you. Now, the last question will be put by Shri Ram Kripal



Yadav. Please be brief and to the point.

...(Interruptions)
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MR. SPEAKER: Please do not dictate to me. You must behave yourself. Please sit down.
st geregoT wReT [ ¥ ;w9 A N Y AT €, SHET B Aderd 8 81 &€ (araum)

MR. SPEAKER: If you do that, | will never allow you to put a question. You cannot show your eyes to the Chair. You
are dictating to the Chair.
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MR. SPEAKER: Please be brief. | have allowed a lot of time on this question.
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DR. ANBUMANI RAMADQOSS: Sir, | have already answered the question.

MR. SPEAKER: You have already answered the question. Now, we will go to Question No. 324. Shri Adhalrao Patil
Shivajirao to put the first supplementary.

...(Interruptions)
#t A WG ARG : JeAE WL, TH U FT JAE HANSH Tl ¢ FHIAY 30 §H W &1 6 # =af s o) 4€| (aaum)
MR. SPEAKER: He has nothing new to add. Now, Question 324 will be answered.

(ends)
SHRI ADHALRAO PATIL SHIVAJIRAO : My question is related to eradication of AIDS in India. As we see, there are
more than 55-60 lakh HIV-infected patients in India. | would like to know from the hon. Minister the incidence of
AIDS among children, adults and elderly people. Has the Government compiled any data about it to ensure that
there are no new persons affected by AIDS?

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: So far, we do not have any details regarding separate incidence of children, adults
and women being affected. We are going to go for a national assessment cum survey, to be done by an external
agency like 1M, Bangalore or Ahmedabad, or any other external agency, about the incidence and occurrence of
AIDS in our country. That survey would tell us as to what we are supposed to do, where we are lacking and what
should be our focus. In that survey, | think, we can bring out more details.

SHRI ADHALRAOQO PATIL SHIVAJIRAO : 1 would like to know from the hon. Minister whether the Government is
considering or conducting any research or trials of any preventive or curative vaccine against this, whether any
action is being taken for anti-retroviral therapy in case of pregnancies, and whether any research programme is
initiated by the Government to combat and restrict the spread of AIDS in India?

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Regarding the preventive vaccines, we are looking into three types of vaccines
which are: (1) Modified Vaccine Ankara type, (2) HIV-l Subtype-C DNA, and (3) Recombinant Adeno Associated
Virus. Regarding the first vaccine, clinical trials should begin by early next year. On HIV-I Subtype-C DNA vaccine,
along with the Ministry of Science and Technology, we are going about the research.

MR. SPEAKER: Shrimati D. Purandareshwari = Not present.
Shri P. Karunakaran.
SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN : Sir, there are reports from some parts of the country that small children who are going to

schools and who are HIV positive are facing discrimination. Have such incidents come to the notice of the
Government? It is an inhuman approach. Innocent children who do not know anything about AIDS are being denied



the right to study and right to live. Is it not indicative of the fact that there is still lack of proper awareness among
people about AIDS? What are the measures that the Government would like to take in this regard?

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Sir, | share the concern of the hon. Member. We are in preliminary discussions to
enact legislation against discrimination of HIV-affected persons.

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are told that financial support is provided to the State AIDS
Control Societies for onward disbursement to all major hospitals in every State and Union Territory of the country.
In this context, my experience is different. Some time back, the anti-retro viral medicines which were being provided
to some of the Union Territories - including the one | come from, Chandigarh - were withdrawn. | would like to know
from the hon. Minister the reasons therefor and the steps being taken to ensure that assistance for anti-retro viral
treatment is provided not just for some places where, they say, there is high prevalence but to all the places where
the prevalence is modest and where there is need to prevent AIDS.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: | would like to thank the hon. Member for asking this question. Regarding anti-retro
viral therapy, we have started this from April 1, this year. About eight Government hospitals have anti-retro viral
therapy now. By the end of this year, we have planned to identify 25 hospitals in total for anti-retro viral therapy.

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL : This is given in the statement already. There were some hospitals which were
being provided assistance earlier, from where it has been withdrawn fully.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADQOSS: If there is any specific hospital, | would like the hon. Member to inform me and | will
refer back to him.

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL : Information has gone long back but there has been no response to that. In
response to this question, | do not have to provide information; that has been sent long back.
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DR. ANBUMANI RAMADQSS: Sir, | have already answered the first part of the hon. Member's question. We are
going in for a comprehensive national survey to be done not by the NACO but by an external agency. After that
survey, we would be able to put down figures as to how many children are affected and how many women are
affected. Till date, we have only around 78,000 known cases of HIV/AIDS.

Hidt HEUN FEFAT 1 W T T BT IR T8l 37147
MR. SPEAKER: Only one question is allowed.
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DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: As it is, today, we do not have any scheme regarding this.
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MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister, can you reply TO that question? Do you have any information on this?

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: We do not have any figures specifically concerning Jharkhand. But we have figures
concerning all over India. We have about 709 Voluntary Testing and Counselling Centres. Anybody can come
voluntarily to these Centres to test themselves. We have about 738 ST Clinics and 670 Sentinel Sites.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister, if there is any information on Jharkhand, kindly inform the hon. Member.
DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Yes, Sir, | would do that.
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MR. SPEAKER: Will you involve hon. Members of Parliament in the monitoring mechanism?

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: | understand the concern of the hon. Member on HI\V/AIDS. It is a very serious
concern for us also. Of course, our Government, under our hon. Prime Minister, is very about this. There is a
mention of H\VV/AIDS in the Common Minimum Programme/Manifesto. ...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: No cross-talk or whispering please.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Mention of HIV/AIDS in the Manifesto itself shows that we are serious enough
concerned about HIV/AIDS. | would, through you, request all the hon. Members of Parliament to join the HIV/AIDS
Parliamentary Forum. Only 100 Members of Parliament had attended the last Forum meeting in July last year. This
year, | would request, through you, all the hon. Members to attend the Parliamentary Forum on HIV/AIDS.

MR. SPEAKER: Now, you have made an appeal to all the hon. Members of Parliament.
#t qd= AHIE ATed  eAS HeQ, UISe A6 SHHIA 8
MR. SPEAKER: | will go away and | will ask you to sit here.

SHRIMATI MINATI SEN : Sir, South Africa tops the list of AIDS-infected countries. There is a trend of increase in
minor rapes in the context that child rape cures HIV patients. Now, child rape is increasing in India also. | would like
to know from the hon. Minister whether such trends which are prevailing in South Africa are prevailing in India also.
| would like to have details on this. | would also like to know the number of male and female AIDS patients in India.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister has already clarified that they are making investigations.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADQOSS: As far as part (a) is concerned, there is no such case of increased child rapes
attributable to believe it cures HIV/AIDS.

MR. SPEAKER: Regarding the other parts of the question, he has stated that it is already being done.
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DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS: Even though our primary focus is on prevention of AIDS, we have gone one step
ahead now by providing care and support. Now, we are saying that AIDS cannot be cured but it can be treated.
Since we are going in for this anti-retroviral therapy, we have put in lot of funds for that.

Regarding the concern of the hon. Member, we are funding NGOs to take care of these children affected by HIV.

MR. SPEAKER: The Parliamentary Forum will help you.
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MR. SPEAKER: What is this going on? Let us have some discussion on an important subject.
...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: That will not be recorded. Nothing will be recorded except the reply.
(Interruptions)* &€



SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: There are no international parameters for the prediction of the south-west monsoon in India.
There are international parameters for prediction of monsoon or rainfall in various parts of the world, but there is no
specific model for the south-west monsoon. We have developed our own model. In fact, there is no such thing as
prediction of the monsoon. We can only suggest that there is a possibility of rain on a long term basis. But to
suggest that on a particular day in a given district it is going to rain or not, is not humanly feasible.
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SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: In fact, one of our biggest problems is that the assimilation of data and the dissemination of
data have not yet been made on-line. It does not happen contemporaneously. In fact, till about two weeks ago, no
data was being disseminated at the district level at all.

* Not Recorded.
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In fact, the Ministry took a decision just two weeks ago that we will now disseminate data at the district level, and
that is being done on the basis of the parameters that we are following today.

SHRI N. JANARDHANA REDDY : Sir, the Indian Meteorological Department is thinking of having supercomputers
for east-coast of Andhra Pradesh, which is often affected by cyclones, so that the early cyclone warning can be
given. What is going to happen in this regard? Has the Government of India got any plan to do it just to help the
people of Andhra Pradesh, especially the farmers?

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, the question is not just of Andhra Pradesh, the question is for upgradation of the entire
Meteorological Department by investments at various levels. Computers and high quality contemporary computers
should be bought and must be bought, and the Government is planning to do that. In fact, we are putting up a
proposal to the Government so that they can consider it and investments can be made. In fact, the issue of
monsoon is not a question of rain, it is the question of life, and that is the manner in which we view it.

(Interruptions)
st qd= UHIE IIGd : I H2GY, 39 W HeA H I S i |

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Devendra Prasad Yadav, you give notice. You know the procedure.



