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Title: Further discussion on situation arising out of floods in various parts of the country, raised by Shri Ananth Kumar on
14.08.2007 (not concluded).

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, the House will take up Item No. 21, that is, further discussion on floods. Shri Sita Ram Singh was on his
legs. Now, Shri Sita Ram Singh.
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SHRI TAPIR GAO (ARUNACHAL EAST): Hon. Chairman, Sir, every year this House discusses about the flood situation in the
country. But whatever Mistry jihas said during the past 25 minutes, we are discussing only about emergencies where we are
talking only about relief. But, here, I would like to draw the attention of the Government of India that this is an issue where every
year we are losing our national properties, human lives, livestock and what not. Why are we not taking up remedies to solve this
problem and not to face the consequences every year? Rightly the hon. Home Minister has pointed out that we have passed a law
in this House, namely, the Disaster Management Act. Before the arrival of monsoon in this country, up to what extent the disaster
management at the Central level, at the State level and at the district level has been activated to face this consequence in Bihar,
UP, Assam, Gujarat and in the Southern part of this country? For the disaster management, we have passed the law that we must
have paramilitaries well-trained to face this sort of consequence. We must have medical teams, medicines, and essential
commodities at the places where the floods and other disasters are taking place. Daily we are hearing about loss of human lives.
Even the rescue teams, even the Army personnel and the paramilitary personnel are also drawn in such operations. After passing
this Disaster Management Act, after constituting the disaster teams, we are yet to activate it at the Centre, at the State level and at
the district level. It needs to be activated.

I would like to ask the concerned Minister to tell while he replies that before monsoons, before taking place of such floods in
Bihar and in other States in the North-Eastern Region, how many teams of paramilitaries and Armed Forces have been readied to
face this challenge? How many helicopters, motorboats, doctors, medicines, and how much ration have been accumulated to
come forward in this situation? We need to evaluate and monitor these disaster management teams in this country. Prevention is
better than cure[r73].

R74

This is a national loss. Every year we are facing this situation. The flood water came to Bihar and UP. It comes from the
Himalayas and Nepal. Where from water in Assam has come? It comes from the main tributaries of Brahmaputra, Arunachal
Pradesh and Nagaland. So, what are the remedies? If the Government of India is having a Treaty with the Nepal Government,
then I would like to know as to why it is being delayed and also why it is not being activated to resolve the flood situation in
Bihar and UP. What is the progress of the Indo-Nepal Treaty for construction of dams or water reservoirs to resolve the flood
situation in UP and Bihar?

I would like to draw one very interesting aspect. I feel that a kind of deprivation has been made to my State, Arunachal Pradesh.
When flood comes every year during the monsoon season, the hon. Ministers — the Water Resource Minister, maybe the Prime
Minister, and the hon. Chairperson of the UPA, Madam Sonia Gandhi — used to visit Assam only. Of course, Assam face the
major consequences and damages at the time of flood but the Government of India is not trying to find out where from this
water comes. All the major tributaries of Brahmaputra come from Arunachal Pradesh. We need to do a lot of homework before
the monsoon season in the North Eastern Region; we need construction of water reservoirs in the State of Arunachal Pradesh; we
need to construct major dams in the main tributaries of Arunachal Pradesh; and we need to construct water protections, flood
protections and embankments inside Arunachal Pradesh. Only then we can get major solutions for the flood situation in Assam.

Now, I would like to stress one point with the Government of India. Now, sedimentation takes place during flood and it spreads
to Assam. Why can the Government of India not use dredging of the river course in the winter season so that the over-flooded
water may not spread to the plains in Assam. This is a very important scientific way. During the British days, this dredging of
river course had taken place in the north eastern parts of the country, and it may be applicable in Bihar, UP and Nepal borders
also.

Now, as a part of relief to that part of the North Eastern Region, the hon. Home Minister has rightly mentioned that a sum of Rs.
25,000 would be given to the person whose house has been totally damaged. I would like to know how much money has been
given to the Government of Arunachal Pradesh. In this monsoon season, six districts of Arunachal Pradesh have been totally
affected by this flood. The only problem is that the flood in Arunachal Pradesh has changed the geography. The entire roads, the
bridges and the infrastructure were washed away within a few hours of rainfall, but the Central Team never reached that place. 1
would like to give one example. In my Parliamentary constituency, there is one district, Dibang Valley. The major bridge which is
the only way to reach that district headquarter has been totally damaged by this flood within a few hours of rainfall. Now, for
months together, upper Dibang district remains cut-off from the rest of the country. Even the essential commodities and the
doctors could not reach that district because the Air Force helicopters could not be operated in the Himalayas due to cloud and

rain. [R75]

Therefore, this sort of relief should be extended to Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and other Himalayan States. Recently, in



Himachal Preadesh, the cloud got burst and major floods came out there and so many houses and roads got washed away.
These natural disasters are happening in all the years in the hilly States, in the North-Eastern Region. Therefore, it is my request
that there should not be any discrimination to the smaller States, specially, the hilly and the Himalayan States of the North-
Eastern Region. Therefore, I would urge upon the Government of India to please do not neglect the hilly States of the North-
Eastern Region. Assam should be compensated with a heavy amount. It is the rightful demand of the people of Assam,

Water source should also be calculated thoroughly and the inputs for remedial measures be worked out. The State where major
waters came out due to floods is Assam. I would like to suggest and request to the Government of India that a proper
monitoring should be done in these relief operations. I had the opportunity to sit in the Lok Sabha TV Channel with the hon.
Minister of Water Resources a few hours ago. One hon. Member from Assam was highlighting the problem that floods are taking
place. The livestock are drowned, people are dying but the Government of India is seeking the Utilisation Certificates of the
previous funds allocated to that State.

My point is that when the people are dying, States, viz., Bihar, Gujarat, UP and others are facing emergency situations, you need
an explanation of previous funds allotted to those States! There may be such a system evolved that, you may take the account of
the expenditures after the Monsoon is over, but when the relief issues such as deputation of army, deputation of doctors, taking
relief measures, providing essential commodities and other expenditures are arising, you need not seek the Utilisation Certificates
from the concerned State Governments. There is a need for taking up measures for immediate relief to the affected people.

Now, after the floods, there is a danger of epidemic breaking out in the affected areas. Right now, flood situation is serious in
Bihar and Assam. How many doctors are being readied by the Disaster Management to face the challenge of epidemic after the
floods? How many relief materials have been readied for the restoration andconstruction of the buildings, highways and the
bridges in the flood affected areas? All these things need to be highlighted and told to the nation that the Disaster Management
Authority is really working on the ground to face such challenges.

With these few words I conclude.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, it is 6 o' clock. Now, I have to take the sense of the House. We have about 50 more speakers
to take part in this discussion. If you all agree, the time for the discussion may be extended by one hour today.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY
OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI B.K. HANDIQUE): Yes, Sir, the time may be extended for the discussion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: So, the time of the House is extended by one hour.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: But it does not mean that the Members can take their own time. They must limit their speeches. It is true that
we have extended the time. But even by extending the time by one hour today, we would not be able to finish the debate today.
So, please bear in mind the time constraint.

Now, I am calling Shri Shailendra Kumar to speak. You have to be very brief and to the point.[r76]
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$o6! 9G] b ARL 3 MUDT UG DIAI G b 3MU6! ST 51 [Tl U2 dlerol o it e
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St e A gdf s ygor oie gy B I & gl aal B 8, e SPIg aks g &) asl Sl Jsd @l ARMel IR U2 Ugdel aiide ot S nft wer
oI @6 3t & ol &A1 adl @™ol TR &, ad el AXDIL 3013 bog DR 9t w1 sielt &) og 3 oft cier Siar @wzet ot & 5 T3 @16 @1 Wen e
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2, 33 cel @on afde) 15-16 ad dia sre &, dfdbor 31 uz 3pft A O orlaE! oFdl 53 s WwEr Adt off @6t 30 ol 8, 7 30 waon aB & b
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ciell &t A1y ¢ 3 oly sl 3 oft 5t e 6t oflen g8 ) sl s @dl of @l TR Femel Saolt AN 91 Wog IIBR Wb g At St A waon
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& R uw T ARG G, ol d 82 ar die anusl iz oesarer 2er, Refle & @t 3 et Bl arel oidl &, 3R 33 o ©F T Il
bifome| w1t dog DR A 3fiz A Sft 3 o1 Deon B 2, AG De D2 A 3ol arT W wrar §) [rep79]

SHRI BRAHMANANDA PANDA (JAGATSINGHPUR): Respected Chairman, Sir, I am very grateful to you for allowing me to
participate in this debate which is on a very sensitive issue like the flood situation in the country. As you are aware, Indian
economy is severely affected because of recurrent floods. Unless a permanent solution is found, situation is likely to worsen and
our dreams of being a strong and prosperous nation can never be achieved.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Brahmananda Panda, please speak in English.

SHRI BRAHMANANDA PANDA : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I extend my hearty thanks for giving me an opportunity to speak on the
sensational issue. As you know, every year the people of India are subjected to heavy floods as a result of which there is a huge
loss of human life and valuable properties.

I represent the State of Orissa which is one of the most backward States of the country. The present UPA Government is giving
importance for all round development of the country. It is the duty of the Centre to ensure that Orissa is not discriminated. As
you know, we have been constantly facing floods, supercyclone and drought as a result of which the financial backbone of the
State has led to a collapsing state. We feel proud that our State is full of natural resources. We have vast iron ore reserves but
most of the people of my State depend on agriculture. Agriculture is their only source of income. But due to constraints and the
threat of floods, the normal life of the people of this State has been paralysed.

*English translation of the speech originally delivered in Oriya

Last year, there was a heavy flood in Orissa as a result of which there has been huge loss; of life and property. As you
know, 47.13 per cent of people are living below the poverty line and the State of Orissa is dominated by the Scheduled Caste and
the Scheduled Tribe population. My leader Shri Biju Patnaik, the then international hero has rescued Indonesia Supremo from the
clutches of the Dutch soldiers. In his name, my party has been named to see and realise that while India prospers and and Orissa
is not neglected.

Though there is a demand of Rs.3,000 crore from the Chief Minister of Orissa last year for providing relief to flood victims
and for extending other financial assistance to the flood victims, it is really shocking that the Government of India has extended
only Rs.25 crore as a financial package. This has hurt the sentiments of the people of the State. We agree that India should
prosper and all the other States should also get benefits. We have nothing to say about that. When our national leaders are
rushing to Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra, they have an equal responsibility to rush to Orissa where common people and the



poorest people of the country are suffering a lot. That is why, my humble appeal to this august House is, some permanent
measures should be undertaken to overcome the flood situation in the State. [r80]By making this arrangement, we are going to
only help them. It is pity to note that the benefits are going to the middlemen and not to the genuine poor and needy.

I had been to my constituency recently and I found that there are heavy floods; people are not able to come out of their houses.
As you know, no financial help was extended to the Government of Orissa yet. It is only trying to extend all the financial help to
the people of the locality. Similarly, people of North Orissa and South Orissa have been severely affected due to the recent fresh
floods and their normal lives have also been paralysed. Five districts from these regions and none from others have been severely
affected. In this context, I would like to appeal that a permanent national programme should be undertaken to control floods.

My second point is that adequate financial assistance should be given to the poor people in the affected areas; the agriculturists
and those who have lost their paddy crops must be adequately compensated by extending financial help. You will find different
rivers rising now-a-days. That is the acute problem. The rivers are flooding because they are filled with sands and no permanent
measure is taken to dredge those rivers. That is why, there is a proposal that there must be an inter-river connectivity. The
dredging of rivers has become the most essential part, failing which people have to suffer in this way.

During low pressure seasons — as you know, Orissa had been subjected to low pressures about 14 times last year and this year
also, we have faced low pressures — carrying heavy floods; and people are not able to maintain their normal lives. In such
circumstances, I would like to tell the Union Government that by discussing the matter here or by making sweet announcements,
we cannot remove the sufferings of the common people of this country. It is high time that this august House should take up
permanent measures to see that people are not put to untold sufferings because of natural calamities.

Disaster Management Committees which have been set up in different districts have to be monitored by the Centre. The Centre
should also announce a special package for different States. The Orissa Government demanded Rs.3,000 crore as calamity relief
fund, but you will be surprised to know that only a meagure Rs.25 crore has been given by the Central Government, though the
Prime Minister had announced that Rs.200 crore will be given to the State of Orissa. But unfortunately, we have been
discriminated against may be because neither the Congress nor its allies is ruling the State of Orissa. Shri Naveen Patnaik, worthy
son of Shri Biju Patnaik is ruling the Orissa State and that is why, there may be such discrimination and that is why, Orissa has
been neglected and no financial package have been deliberately given by the Government of India.

So, I would like to highlight that we feel proud of national integration; the only source of national integration is Lord Jagannath.
As you know, Gopabandhu Das, the famous poet who was a leader during the national struggle said:

"The holy land of Utkal needs no leader,

Because the Lord guide Utkal".

That is why, I appeal to the Union Government that if you discriminate against our State this way, Lord Jagannath is there

to rescue us. [MSOffice81]

With that moral and spiritual theme of love and affection, we appeal to the Government of India and more particularly the
Union Home Minister as well as the Minister of Water Resources to announce a special package. I know the Minister of Water
Resources. They are all large hearted. They should not discriminate my State. They should announce a special package taking
into consideration the critical situation which is now prevailing in my State. Jai Jagannath.

ofi ¥siia ¥siet Ris cictel (QRRRI): il ai8ee, aie u i B giemr smual 731 dictol @ 3/ &=, 3 3IUT 39 RED W6l dis §|
18.26 hrs.
(Shri Varkala Radhakrishanan in the Chair)
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arrst &t g1 uBBelf 3 T gu Jligs o f[Aer 3 IeElfd oo o o affior ol &) sufdn g anfiear wion a@st b s g 3 Ieoiik awor bl astrr
¥ ciell @ frerre, ewsle gioe fdsr 3 ae A difsa ol @t aea d=i ugarlt SR, $21 w2 shflzar 3 fdar @szen @ifde) aifdwr 3 asi =i uRRefd dar
o 8, 53D o it <ot il goten wifge, Sit PsIa asi & FERE of Yeret #icf oft @t e 3

Sodl 916Gl I AR UMD TG-TGTT LG
SIcT IRAEIGT JCICRT 3 315 Fic) (9ff SRI YeanIor SIRRIVI AGa): Bl #iglaer, 33t amd ar 3ieft 3 s2fee 311 diclon agd oredt 3 ... (caaumo)
MR. CHAIRMAN : No clarification. It cannot be allowed. Rules do not permit.
...(Interruptions)
9ff SIRT YenI9l GIRRIVI AL : UL ASIGRI, SHol Sl Py Aol A el eI, 3A W2 ravft 6t ot 3, ... (o)
MR. CHAIRMAN: No allegation against you.
...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: No clarification is allowed.
...(Interruptions)
oft Irella Fotot Bis "erctor’ @ AN ABkGRI, 3P A AR, Al g 9t AR, .. (I
off SRI Y19l GIRKRIVI ATGd @ INNRT ABIGRI, G0l Sl Pey Acol A gl A U2 Rruvl &l srfl &) smu &9 321 w2 awE a1 e, ... (merer)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri M. Shivanna can speak.
...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: It is only a discussion. Shri Shivanna, you can speak.
off ST YabI9l GIRRIVI MG & Gai AWE Sol P IRDR 2 a1 ofdl? ... (razmr)
MR. CHAIRMAN: If you have anything to say, you can give it in writing. We will consider it.
...(Interruptions)

off SRI Y9I GIRRIVI G : 36611 5ll P& MEl &, dog, AR ol Sl AR &t &) ...(RAqUEl) &6l Acol 3 Sl P Dal, IA UT Josiol fewauft B
..(=aue) Sa o X aal o3 3@ 8 ... (xawe) 7 Iorbl ar @ S[a™ § 381 ) eAst ax ol off SR ... (Saumer) dog IXDR of Sit I
...(=memer)

MR. CHAIRMAN: My hon. friend, you can tell me what you have to say. After going through the statement, we will decide.
...(Interruptions)
MR, CHAIRMAN: I won't allow it.

...(Interruptions)



MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record except Shri Shivanna's speech.
(Interruptions)* a€;

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions)* a€;

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nobody need support him. We are not allowing it.

...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record. Only Shri Shivanna's speech will be recorded.
(Interruptions)* a€;

MR. CHAIRMAN: It will not go on record. Nothing will go on record except Shri Shivanna's speech.
(Interruptions)* a€;

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Shivanna, you can speak. Your speech alone will go on record.
(Interruptions)* €}

MR. CHAIRMAN: If I allow you, then I have to allow him also. It cannot go on like this. Then, there will be no end to it.

...(Interruptions)

* Not recorded

SHRI M. SHIVANNA (CHAMRAJANAGAR) : Sir, let me thank you for giving me an opportunity to participate in the discussion
under rule 193 on problems arising out of floods in the country.

I would like to draw the attention of the Government through you about the pathetic condition of the flood affected people.

It is a matter great of concern that our country is being suffered by natural calamities like floods, drought etc. it is very
unfortunate. Sir, this year some states like Bihar, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, West Bangal
are badly affected by the flood.

Sir, despite this being a regular feature year after year, the Government has not taken any permanent measure to check these
natural calamities. Precautionary steps are to be taken to check such natural calamities. It is not the right way to make efforts to
find solution when the problem has arisen but we should be ready with all equipment and strategies to tackle the problems
before they arise.

As far as, Karnataka is concerned, large parts of the state has been severely affected by floods. The raging floods have claimed
242 lives in the last 3 months. Property worth over Rs. 4,000 crore has been damaged. Nearly 9 lakh people have been rendered
homeless. Over one lakh hectares of land was submerged in flood water. Standing crops like Johar, Paddy, Sunflower, sugar
cane in about 86,000 hectares have also perished. Both private and public property worth Rs. 5,000 Crore has been damaged.

Sir, coming to my constituency Chamarajnagar, my constituency is one of the most backward districts in the country sir. The
irony is Chamarajnagar is always suffering from both the drought and floods. Even now the whole country has been affected by
flood but the irony is that the people of Chamarajnagar are suffering from both floods and drought situation. There are 8 taluks
in my

*English translation of the speech originally delivered in Kannada

constituency. Out of them 5 taluks are affected by floods and 3 taluks are facing severe drought. Taluks like Santemarahalli
Hauur, Chamarajnagar, are part of Kollegal, Nausnugud and Gundlupet, are facing drought situation there is no rain in these



taluks, whereas T.Narsipar, Yalandur, part of Kollegal, Nanjnugud, taluks are badly affected by the flood. Heavy rains created
havoc in these areas. The living condition of the people in Chamarajnagar district is very pathetic.

Sir, Karnataka state Government under the able leadership of Shri H.D.Kumara Swamy and Deputy Chief Minister Shri
B.S.Yadiyurappa has taken several relief measures. They undertook an aeriel survey in flood affected areas to obtain first hand
information. Rs.50 Crore has been released for immediate relief works. Gruel centers has been set up, food, clothes are being
supplied to flood victims. But it is not sufficient. Our Hon. Chief Minster H.D.Kumara Swamy has already sought Central
assistance to the tune of over Rs. 500 Crore to take up immediate relief works. I appeal to the Central Government to consider
the grim flood situation in Karnataka and release Rs.500 crore to take up immediate relief works and strengthen the hands of our
young chief Minsiter Shri H.D. Kumara Swamy. At last I would like to suggest that the Government should come forward to
interlink the river's of India, so that natural calamities like, flood can be tackled by the interlinking of the rivers.

With this I conclude my speech thank you, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Minister Prof. Saifuddin Soz, you can speak now.

THE MINISTER OF WATER RESOURCES (PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ): Mr. Chairman, Sir, first of all I must thank the hon. Members
cutting across party lines to show concern for the serious problem of floods in the country. Variations in speeches are already
there. That happens always. Sometimes, there are repetitions. Sometimes, Members are saying certain things....(Interruptions)

oft #cat ciret 9rat (S19d) & 212, &3l oft dletor @ it SIS .. . (craumr)

MR. CHAIRMAN: He can intervene. I will tell you. Please take your seats. Any Minister can intervene in the discussion. He is only
intervening. It is not the final reply.

..(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: As I told you, it is not the final reply. Any Minister can intervene and take part in the discussion. The Minister is
also a Member of the House. He can take part in the discussion. The Minister concerned will be replying finally. Mr. Minister, you
can continue.

...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: The procedure has been made clear. A Minister is also a Member of the House. Any Minister can intervene. If
his name is in the list, I will call him.

...(Interruptions)
PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: If you want, I can speak tomorrow. I can do that....(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: The final reply will be at the last. He is going to intervene.

..(Interruptions)



PROF SAIFUDDIN SOZ: If the debate is concluded tomorrow, I can speak tomorrow. I have no objection to
that....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: I will strictly obey the rules. Mr. Minister, you can continue.

PROFE SAIFUDDIN SOZ: If it can be done tomorrow, if the debate is concluded tomorrow, I have no objection to
that....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: I know all these things. I will do only according to the rules. Yes, Mr. Minister, you can speak.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV RANJAN SINGH 'LALAN' (BEGUSARATI): How many times will he intervene? ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, you can speak. You need not address them. You should address the Chair.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is not good. The hon. Minister may address the Chair. The time is extended only up to 7 p.m. If you cannot
conclude, you can continue next time. On no account will the time be extended because at 7 p.m. the House will be adjourned
for a cultural programme.

...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: There is no 'Zero Hour.'
...(Interruptions)
PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: You will have to seek some more minutes....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is no Zero Hour after this. There is a cultural programme. Hon. Members have informed me that they
would like to go to that cultural programme.

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: Mr. Chairman, I cannot speak less than 20 minutes.
MR. CHAIRMAN: You can continue it. Why do you address them? You must address the Chair.

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SO2Z: I am addressing the Chair. With apology to my friends which I convey through the Chair, I would say
that since the hon. Home Minister's name and my name have been bracketed, since relief and rehabilitation is a serious concern,
the debate will be concluded by the hon. Home Minister....(Interruptions) Relief and rehabilitation is a serious matter.

off #1car cret 9rt (S199) & 31, G adiciisht @1 Jare ordf 3 ... (Rraumor)

&t oft dicror @1 IR S,

MR. CHAIRMAN: The discussion will be continued tomorrow. It was announced earlier.
..(Interruptions)

off FrIc 9NEeTarst 3ol (HIBICIUR): 212, &1 cldl d dIck),| ... (cIaer)

AN. HON. MEMBER: Do not allow him to speak today. He should speak tomorrow....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is left to him. That is not for me to decide. He has to decide that.

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: If the House has any objection, I will speak tomorrow....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is left to him and not for me to decide. He has to decide that. I am not the person to decide when he
should speak. His name is in the list,

...(Interruptions)
PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: You cannot drag the debate.[R85]

Sir, if the House has objection, I will intervene tomorrow.



SHRI RAJIV RANJAN SINGH 'LALAN' : Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Minister of State for Water Resources intervened the other day and
now the Minister of Water Resources is intervening. How many times will the Ministers will intervene? ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: It will not go on record.
(Interruptions)* 3€;
MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, are you yielding to him?
...(Interruptions)

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: Sir, I will go by the ruling of the Chair. ...(Interruptions)

* Not recorded

MR. CHAIRMAN: There are certain rules which have to be observed in the House. Two Members cannot speak together. You can
speak only if the Minister yields the floor to you. Otherwise it will not be on record.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI KHARABELA SWAIN (BALASORE): Mr. Chairman, Sir, since you say that the sitting of the House will not be extended
beyond 7.00 p.m. today, let the Minister speak tomorrow because there are only five minutes left now for the House to adjourn.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is for him to decide.
SHRI RAJIV RANJAN SINGH 'LALAN' (BEGUSARAI): Sir, we are not going to sit beyond 7.00 p.m. today. ...(Interruptions)

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: It is a serious thing. Please listen to me for a minute. ...(Interruptions) Sir, either you extend the time of
the House today or I will speak tomorrow.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You can speak now. I have allowed you to speak.
...(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY
OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI B.K. HANDIQUE): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Minister can speak today till the House adjourns
and then he can continue his speech tomorrow. ...(Interruptions)

PROFE. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I congratulate the hon. Members who have participated in this debate and I am one
with them so far as the concerns expressed by them to solve this serious problem of recurring floods in the country are
concerned. I salute their sentiments and I am one with them on this.

Sir, I made copious notes of the points made by hon. Members who spoke in this debate starting from Shri Ananth Kumar to Shri
Shivanna and perhaps I could answer to all of them, but that will take a lot of time of the House. So, I will skip that.

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO (KALAHANDI): You may reply to the points raised by them in general. You need not specifically
reply to points raised by each and every Member. ...(Interruptions)

PROF. SAIFUDDIN SOZ: I will generate a debate for the nation as to what the Ministry is going to do. I will not go into details
and answer every point. But many Members lumped many suggestions together. So, I chose only four areas and I will initially
talk about them. For instance, many Members spoke about inter-linking of rivers and an impression was created here that,
perhaps, this Government has put that proposition to the back burner. That is a very wrong impression. This Government is
vigorously following the proposal of inter-linking of rivers, but perhaps this House should discuss the proposal of inter-linking of
rivers as a separate proposition because that needs time. I would like to submit that a Task Force was constituted on this subject
and the Task Force gave its recommendations in December, 2004. It finished its job within six months of its constitution, it gave
the terms of reference, it gave the details, it gave the expenditure and it gave a proposal for linking of peninsular rivers and also
gave a proposal for linking of Himalayan rivers and this Government has been vigorously following them. ...(Interruptions) You



had been a Minister. ...(Interruptions)

off Frrc enserarst ol (HPICIUR): FEIGa, AKS dilor et 3t v waa ol o1dl agrm

Q. Spdlor At onsorart off, 3T @ Birez 23 &) ama gt Rer ord oY, Y arued B uar aden?
oft Irre oneerarst g3l (MPIIWR): R 3t der sa 23 )

Q. Jiwdier AR fer & fr ool it fben &, 321 usdl amu Afere ... (Interruptions)[R86]

19.00 hrs.

r871Sir, I was wanting to say that we are inter-linking rivers...(Interruptions) Sir, they do not want to face the
facts...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Minister, you can continue tomorrow.

Now, the House stands adjourned to meet again on Tuesday, the 215t August, 2007 at 11 a.m.

19.01 hrs.
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock

on Tuesday, August 21, 2007/Sravana 30, 1929 (Saka).
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