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Title: Regarding reported killings of Buddhist monks in Lhasa, Tibet.
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SHRI B. MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I stand here to refer to the massacre of Buddhist monks in Tibet and continued
oppression in Lhasa by Chinese authorities. I have two points to make relating to Tibet.

First, I condemn the use of brutal force by China on the peaceful demonstration of Buddhist monks which has led to killings of
more than hundreds of people. The mass upsurge is not confined to Lhasa only; China's North-West Gansu Province near Tibet
has also witnessed mass protest. Tibetans are protesting and are out on the streets to protect their cultural identity and to
preserve their distinctiveness. What is happening today in Tibet and Gansu is that the Hans are imposing their culture on Tibet.
For more than a decade, China has launched accelerating waves of campaign to force the Buddhist clergy to distance themselves
from the Dalai Lama. Monks are ordered to renounce him while the common people are dissuaded not to pray to him. India
should stand up against any type of ethnic cleansing in any part of the world. We should join international community not only to
express our concern but should also tell China to exercise restraint and immediately stop its vitriolic attack on His Holiness, the
Dalai Lama. Cultural genocide should stop.

Secondly, China is our neighbour and undoubtedly, it is in our national interest to maintain friendly relations with China. Our
country has a tradition of permitting peaceful and non-violent protest against the ruling authorities in India and elsewhere.
Criticism of some activities of Chinese Government in Tibet, particularly in Lhasa, cannot be termed as indulgence in political
activities. The return march to Tibet, a non-violent peace march, is mainly intended to arouse the conscience of the international
community to the plight of the Tibetan people. It is truly disturbing to witness the over-eagerness of this Government not to
ruffle Chinese susceptibilities even after provocative Chinese statements regarding Arunachal Pradesh. I urge upon this
Government not to disrespect the basic right of expression of protest in a peaceful, non-violent manner in our country. We should
join the world community to denounce the use of brutal force by the Chinese Government on Tibetans. India should stand up
and demand UN intervention in Tibet immediately.
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SHRI THUPSTAN CHHEWANG (LADAKH): Sir, I want to associate with this matter.
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THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIEE): Sir, I have listened to the observations made by the hon.

Members on Tibet. Yesterday we have expressed our concern. So, it is not correct to say that we have not responded to the
situation. I am guoting the statement which has been made. I quote:

"We are distressed by reports of the unsettled situation and violence in Lhasa, and by the deaths of innocent people.
We would hope that all those involved will work to improve the situation and remove the causes of such trouble in
Tibet, which is an autonomous region of China, through dialogue and non-violent means."
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Prof. Vijay Kumar Malhotra and some other hon. Members then left the House.
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : What did they do when they were in Government from 1998 to 2004? Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee was
the Minister of External Affairs from 1977 to 1979. So far as China and Tibet are concerned, the policy is being formulated from
1959, and all the incumbent Governments of India since then have not changed any policy in respect of China and Tibet.






