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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I stand here today to express the sense of pride and
privilege that the people of Odisha has attained because today, the Union Government, the Cabinet, has accepted Odia as a
classical language. ...(Interruptions) The criteria that have been fixed by the Government are that the language should be
around or more than 2,000 years old; should have a continuous history; the alphabets must have undergone a modern
change; there would be a continuous literary output; and there would be a continuity of the literary standard.
...(Interruptions)

Odia language was there during the Kalinga war. The script was there. It was continued during the middle ages. Rich
literature was created by Odia littA©rateurs both during the dark ages of the Indian history and also during the middle
ages and in modern times. ...(Interruptions)

Today, it is a concerted effort of the people, of the literary people, of the educated people, and of the elected
representatives of Odisha, both of the State Assembly and also of the Lok Sabha. May I suggest one thing, Sir, that the
Odisha Government has repeatedly requested the Central Government to accord classical status to Odia language. Earlier,
the Kendra Sahitya Akademi has given this bona fide recognition to Odia language as a classical language. ...(Interruptions)

Today, the 20t February, 2014, will be a golden letter day because Odia language, along with Tamil, along with
Malayalam, along with Kannada and along with Telugu has become a classical language. Other than the Dravidian
languages of this country, this is the second Indo Aryan language other than Sanskrit to be declared as a classical
language. I thank the Government. ...(Interruptions)



