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title : Felicitations to Shrimati Meira Kumar on his election as the Speaker of Fifteenth Lok Sabha.

THE PRIME MINISTER (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH): Madam Speaker, it is my proud privilege to greet you respectfully on
behalf of the Government, and on behalf of our people to the august office of the Speaker to which you have been
unanimously elected.

Madam, this, in many ways, is a historic occasion. For the first time a woman Member of this august House has been
elected as Speaker and that too a woman belonging to the Dalit community. In electing you to this august office, Madam,
we, the Members of Parliament, pay a tribute to the womanhood of our country for the great services, the great
contribution that they have made to our nation's life in more than one way.

Madam, on an occasion like this, my mind goes back to the days when your illustrious father Babu Jagjivan Ram was a
senior Minister in the Government of India. I had several occasions to interact with him and his wisdom, knowledge and
experience were great assets of the Government. You are the embodiment of the same quality of head and heart as late
Babuiji.

You have a distinguished record of service to our country in more than one way. You have been a distinguished
diplomat. You have been a parliamentarian of 25 years or more standing. You have been a Minister in the Government of
India and I am sure, this knowledge, wisdom and experience will stand you in good stead in dealing with issues that come
before this august House.

Madam, in addition, the charm, the grace and the tact of which you are the embodiment, I am sure, will stand you in good
stead in soothing frayed tempers which sometimes happen in this Ho[r2]use.
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With these words, I congratulate you on your unanimous election as the Speaker. On behalf of our Government, I assure
you of our fullest cooperation in discharging your onerous duties.

I once again salute you and congratulate you for your unanimous election to this august House.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE): Madam Speaker, as Leader of the House and on behalf of
the House and I extend my congratulations on your unanimous election. I join the Prime Minister when he points out your
experience as a diplomat, as a political organiser, and as an administrator in the Government. Your long-standing in
Parliament, particularly your association with this House will help you to render your responsibilities which have been
bestowed on you. I know, Madam Speaker, it is not a very easy task and hence collectively we can help you to discharge
the functions of this House smoothly and properly. Again, if not collectively, handful of us can cause problem to you. That it
would be our efforts. As the Prime Minister has assured you, on behalf of the Government, on behalf of my party, I can tell
you and perhaps I would like to have the indulgence of the House that in the Fifteenth Lok Sabha, we will try to create a
new precedent not of obstructions but of debates and discussions. Of course, in democracy there will be divergence of
views, but every point should be discussed, debated from every angle. From that point of view, we can make great
contributions to this institution. This is the real temple of democracy.

Very recently, we had the greatest festival of democracy. For more than 700 million people exercised their voting rights to
choose their 543 elected representatives. We are assembled here on this solemn occasion. I would like to congratulate you.
Though I did not have long association with your illustrious father but in the early seventies, as a junior Minister, I had the
privilege of working with him. I have no doubt that the inheritance which you have and the personal acumen which you
have acquired over the years will help you in discharging these responsibilities and particularly in the line of great persons
who adorned this Chair, starting from Shri Vithalbhai Patel, but surely from Shri G.\V. Mavalankar to your immediate
predecessor Shri Somnath Chatterjee. They have established unique record of impartiality, judiciousness and taking correct
decisions at the correct time. Thank you, Madam Speaker.
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SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA (BANKURA): Madam Speaker, when we are informed that your name was being considered for
the post of Speaker in the Lok Sabha, my immediate reaction was that the Bill, which was pending for more than a decade,
to give 33 per cent representation in the Legislature would see the light of the day.

Madam, you have long experience as a diplomat, as a parliamentarian for more than two decades and also in the
administration. Madam, your prolonged struggle for social justice and demands for the downtrodden people will definitely
help you in discharging your responsibility of maintaining decorum and dignity of the House.

Madam, Lok Sabha is for debate and discussion. If there is no debate and discussion, then what for this House is?[H5]
What we have seen, Sir, in the pasta€|
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Please address her as 'Madam'a€| (interruptions)

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA :3€} as to how the debate was being curtailed and we had seen the eagerness of the
Government to pass, rush through the Bills even without discussion.

I sincerely hope that to protect the interests of the Members of all sections of this House, you will definitely guide us and
you will act as a friend, philosopher and guide.

We have seen in the past, Sir, as to how the proceedings of this House were being disturbeda€| (interruptions) Sir, there
was a unanimous Resolution.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Please address her as 'Madam'a€| (interruptions)

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : There was a unanimous Resolution in the Leaders' Meeting of all the political parties that there
should be a minimum of 100 days' sittings in a year. I think, everyone would support for 100 days sittings in a year.

Madam, I sincerely hopea€|
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Very good.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : Madam, today will be remembered in the future. Today is the historic day that for the first time,
a woman is being elevated to the post of the hon. Speaker of Lok Sabha.

Madam, I sincerely hope that all the Members — because the majority of the Members in this House in the 15t Lok Sabha

as was in the 14t Lok Sabha is of the new Members -- would get an opportunity to ventilate their grievances. They
represent the people, and the majority of the people today are facing a number of problems. We have poverty, illiteracy and
so many other problems. Members want to ventilate the grievances of the people of our country whom they represent.



Therefore, Madam, I sincerely hope that under your leadership, the voices of the people of our country would be heard
through their representatives.

Madam, you have been unanimously elected as the Speaker. It should not be misunderstood that we have not filed the
nomination. We have not been properly approached by the Government. But we extend our full cooperation.

On my own behalf, on behalf of my party and on behalf of the entire Left Groups, we extend our full cooperation. We will
cooperate to maintain the dignity and decorum of the House in your endeavour to improve the standard of debate in this
House.

With these words, Madam Speaker, I again congratulate you for your elevation to the post of the Speaker.
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE): Madam Speaker, we are really happy today that this House
elected unanimously not only a woman Speaker but we are proud of you as we know the contributions of your family,
Jagjivaramii, and all the other family members also. Madam, today we feel that it is the beauty of our democracy that all
the people — except one or two, who too have supported after that — fully supported your election unanimously. We are
really proud of that.

I want to quote one couplet here :
"#GgE CIRA RI A1 Al R0 Bl 3,
adl Ar 3, St #sE Hot Aar 3"

Today it is the joint contribution of the Dalit and the minorities. If they are together, I think India is together. We are proud
of that. Madam, on the Bill of giving 33 per cent reservation to women, though Soniaji was willing to introduce the Bill when
Atalji was there at that time also the Bill was introduced, the problem is that Bill is not passed and not even discussed.
But, today we are happy to say that it is not 33 per cent reservation, but the Parliament gave you hundred per cent
reservation. We are proud to say that.

Thank you very much. On behalf of our All India Trinamool Congress we will give you full cooperation, full solidarity to take
care of our Maa, Maati aur Maanush.



SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI (BHADRAK) : Madam Speaker, I join the House in sharing my heartfelt sentiment in
welcoming you to the august office of hon. Speaker, Lok Sabha and take the opportunity to assure you on behalf of my
Party, Biju Janata Dal, our wholehearted support and cooperation in conducting the proceedings of the House and its
Committees smoothly and orderly as per the well-established procedure, practice and convention and parliamentary
traditions. [k7]

Madam Speaker, being the illustrious daughter of an illustrious and distinguished parliamentarian, late Jagjivan Ram i,
history will always remember you as the first woman Speaker of Lok Sabha. You share this distinction, among others, with
no less than Ms. Betty Boothroyd, the first and till now the only woman Speaker of UK's House of Commons. Your election
to the exalted office will facilitate the inclusive voice of the nation and of the House, particularly those belonging to the
vulnerable and marginalised stratum of the society and the polity.

Madam Speaker, you bring with you the legacy and rich varied experiences as a successful diplomat, having qualified for
distinguished Indian Foreign Service. As a people's representative, having been elected to the Lok Sabha for the fifth time,
you have espoused and articulated the hopes and aspirations of the people. As a Member of the important parliamentary
Committees, you have also contributed significantly. As a Union Minister, I, in particular, would like to make mention of
your significant contribution in piloting a very important piece of legislation, that is, Maintenance and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Bill in 2007. The Act is just one illustration of your social concern and commitment.

Your vast experience as a successful diplomat can also be put into great use in giving new direction to what is called
parliamentary diplomacy in promoting Parliament to Parliament contacts and availing the important fora like the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, CPA and Inter-Parliamentary Union, IPU. I understand that India is going to host
the Commonwealth Speakers'/Presiding Officers' Conference some time next year and we look forward to your valuable
contribution in hosting this Conference.

I endorse the prevailing mood and sense of the House in reposing our faith and confidence that you will carry forward the
traditions of objectivity, neutrality and impartiality of the Office of Speaker to greater heights and uphold the esteem and
stature of the august institution.

SHRI T.R. BAALU (SRIPERUMBUDUR): Madam Speaker, on behalf of DMK, I join to congratulate you on elevation to the
post of Speaker of this House. I am extremely privileged to express on record my happiness and to say that my partymen,
inside and outside, and especially my leader, Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi, the octogenarian leader of Indian polity, who is co-

incidentally celebrating his 86t" birthday today, are really happy. Yesterday, he has given a statement in appreciation of
your goodself. He had got a long association with your esteemed father, Babu Jagjivan Ram. Next to Periyar E.V.R., the
great thinker and social reformist and Dr. Arignar Anna, your father was the source of inspiration for many things that have
happened in Tamil Nadu.

Today is the most important day, if I may say so. The President of India is a woman. The esteemed leader of the Ruling
Party, Madam Sonia Gandhi is also a woman. Now you are occupying the exalted position of the temple of democracy, the
Indian Parliament, which will send a right signal and proper message to dalits of India and especially the women folk of
India. Madam Speaker, this is a congenial atmosphere so that 33 per cent reservation can be given to our women folk in
Indian Parliament as well as the State Legislatures. Let us dedicate ourselves to it and at least in this Parliament, let us
enact it and see that women folk's demand is met without any further delay.[SS8]

Madam Speaker, I am reminded of a saying by the great Poet Subramania Bharathi. He said in one of his poems:

"Pattangal aalvadum sattangal seivadum,
Paarinil inge nadatha vandhom,

Ettum arivinil aanukku pen,

Illaippillai kaan endru kummiyadi."

It means, "We, women, have come here to rule and make law. We reach the farthest horizon of knowledge and equal
men." This is what the great Poet had to say. I think it has become a reality today by your occupying that exalted position



of the Office of Speaker.

With these words, I congratulate you and would like to say that we would definitely cooperate with you in every respect.
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SHRI M. THAMBIDURAI (KARUR): Madam Speaker, the AIADMK Party that I represent deems it a pride and privilege to
congratulate you on this historic occasion of your elevation as the Speaker of this august House, the Fifteenth Lok Sabha.

From the core of my heart, I would like to extend my heartiest congratulations and felicitations to you. This is the first time,
since Independence, that we have a woman Speaker in this House and we welcome it.

Our Party's General Secretary hon. Amma is also in favour of giving 33 per cent reservation of seats in the Legislatures for
women.

Madam, you will recollect that when I was the Law Minister in 1998-99, I had piloted and introduced the Women's
Reservation Bill, but on the first occasion, I faced a lot of problems in the House. It was only during the second time that I
could successfully introduce the Bill. The Bill has been introduced but it has not yet been passed. I hope, during your period,
this Bill will be passed. [r9]

Madam, we have a friend, philosopher and guide in you. The Members of my party will be with you in your endeavour
to improve the quality of debate, discussion and the content of legislative outcome of our proceedings. I am sure that our
deliberations will be characterized by reason, compassion and a deep commitment.

Madam, today you have joined the line of illustrious predecessors starting from Shri Vithalbhai Patel to Shri
Mavalankar and many others who have not only raised the status of this Office but also upheld the dignity, prestige and
honour of this democratic Republic. You have seen the Parliamentary functioning from close quarters since 1985; I would



like to proudly say that both of us got elected to the Eighth Lok Sabha, for the first time. In the last Lok Sabha, your work
as the hon. Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment was very much appreciated by one and all. I am sure, you, being
an advocate and a civil servant, would do justice to all sections of the House without any bias and prejudice.

On this occasion, I would request you to be little bit considerate towards the Opposition Parties. It is always said
that the Ruling Party has its way and the Opposition has its say. So, I feel that the Opposition should be shown
consideration by way of giving more time and opportunities to raise issues concerning the common man.

On behalf of respected Puratchi Thalaivi, hon. Amma, the General Secretary of the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, and on my own behalf, I express our felicitations and unstinted support to you, Madam, as you embark upon a
new chapter in your distinguished political career as Hon. Speaker of the Fifteenth Lok Sabha.

Madam, I also assure you of our fullest co-operation in maintaining the dignity and decorum of this House. With great
pleasure and pride, I would like to once again compliment you, Madam, on your taking over as the hon. Speaker of the
Fifteenth Lok Sabha.

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND MINISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI
SHARAD PAWAR): Madam, I am really happy to congratulate you because you are occupying the highest position of the
parliamentary democracy in this country.

You might be the only Member in this House who got the opportunity to associate with eminent leaders, right from Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehruy, till the present Prime Minister. You have the legacy of Babu Jagjivan Ram, the great son of the soil, the
great freedom fighter.

In fact, I recollect my young days when I was working in the State, in the Agriculture Ministry, Babuji was looking after the
Agriculture Portfolio at the national level. Let me admit that I have not seen such an able administrator. His administrative
capacity brought Green Revolution in this country. I have got opportunities to hear his speeches; he was one of the best
orators in Hindi and English; I have seen that in Babuiji. So, you have the legacy of the great man. We have seen, in the last
4-5 terms of your tenure in the Parliament that you tried to continue that legacy.

We have worked together, Madam Speaker; on a number of occasions, we have seen how you were sincere to the cause of
the weaker section of the society. I recollect when both of us visited Orissa and when we spent a day in the affected area
of Kandamal, and particularly when we visited the camp where those affected people were staying — I had seen when you
were discussing with the children and particularly with women about their problems; I have seen when you were hearing
them. I also recollect, the same day, when we returned from Bhubaneswar, and when we were discussing with the officials
of the Orissa Government, I have seen woman's heart the firmness of the woman, which you have shown in that particular
meeting. [p10]

I would like to commit one thing that there will be the fullest cooperation from me and all my colleagues. I am sure the
country and the Indian Parliament will remember your contributions.
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SHRI NAMA NAGESWARA RAO (KHAMMAM): Madam, I, on behalf of the Telugu Desam Party, congratulate you on your
unanimous election as the Speaker of this House.
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SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA (GHATAL) Madam, it is really a great moment for Indian Parliament and for Indian democracy.
It is really great - I mean it — to elect you as the Speaker of the temple of Indian democracy. I have no hesitation in
congratulating the Government for taking this laudable move. I congratulate the Government for taking this laudable move.
After you have elected a woman as the President of India, the same trend is sought to be continued. We have elected
today a woman as the Speaker of Lok Sabha. It opens a new chapter in all sense of the term. It opens a new chapter in the
history of Indian parliamentary system. It is really a truthful recognition of the role that the Indian womanhood is playing in
the social life of India.

Under your leadership Madam, I believe that the House will reach a new height. I sincerely believe that there will be less
hold-up, there will be less disruption and there will be more discussion.

There will be more fruitful representation of the national problems that is becoming baffling to this country. I believe,
in a pluralistic democratic system, the right to dissent has to be protected and respected. I believe, under your leadership,
Madam, the right of criticism, the right of presenting the individual views, the right to express opposition to the policies
which I or we consider to be negative, will be respected and protected, creating a new legacy in conformity with the great
tradition of the country. I believe there will be longer Session of the Indian Parliament and the Parliamentary system should
not be short-skirted as have been done in the recent past. I believe, the Government by taking the move in electing you as
the Speaker, has created a new chapter and in the similar way, the Government shall respond to the longstanding demand
for a longer Session, namely, 100 days Session, so that there will be useful discussion and the Parliament, in real sense of
the term, will be an important instrument in shaping the policy that the nation needs to adopt.

Madam, I congratulate you and I offer you our full cooperation in leading this great House to fruitful discussion.
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* Not recorded

*DR. RATTAN SINGH AJNALA (KHADOOR SAHIB) : Hon. Speaker Madam, I congratulate you on behalf of myself and my
party Shiromani Akali Dal on this occasion. Your success augurs well for Indian democracy. You are the daughter of a great
leader who had served the people of this country. People who had been oppressed for centuries, have now risen to
esteemed positions. We hope that you will provide equal opportunity and justice to all sections of this august House so that
we are able to raise matters pertaining to the common man here.

For centuries, women have been fighting to get equal status in society. Better late than never. I am happy that a woman
has graced the esteemed chair of the Speaker 62 years after independence. I felicitate you on this occasion. Madam, Sikh
religion firmly believes in providing equal status to women in society. We all must come together to uproot the various evils
that still plague our society.

On behalf of myself and my party Shiromani Akali Dal, I once again congratulate you on this occasion.



*English translation of the speech originally delivered in Punjabi.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMED): Madam Speaker, I take this opportunity to
congratulate you on my own behalf and on behalf of my party Muslim League on being unanimously elected to the post of
the Speaker of this august House. Your election has created a history in so far as this Parliament is concerned. On this
historic occasion, I would also like to congratulate Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, Chairperson of the United Progressive Alliance
who has shown the courage and unconventional wisdom in selecting you as a candidate for the post of Speaker.

Madam, I would only like to remind you of a saying in English. It says: "The hand that rocks the cradle will rule the world". I
hope you will have the hand to rock this Parliament hereafter as you have assumed the office of the Speaker.

Madam, so far we have had the Father of the House. This is the first time we are going to have the Mother of the House. I
would also like to say that you are very much younger in age than many of our elder Members sitting here. But you are the
Mother of this House now.

Madam, I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you of the role played by your illustrious father in addressing
the problems and issues faced by the Dalits, Backward Classes and Minorities. I am sure you will always keep the
grievances of these sections of the people in mind while discharging your duties.

Madam, it is a historic moment and I am very happy to be a part of this historic moment. This is a rich contribution to the
Constitution of India and also to the founding fathers of the Constitution.

With these words, once again, I express my felicitation and also offer fullest cooperation on behalf of my party.
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SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA (HASSAN): Respected Madam Speaker, I would like to associate myself with all other earlier
speakers to extend my heartiest congratulations for your elevation to the highest office as Speaker. Madam, I am sure, the
Ruling Party has taken the decision to elect you as a Speaker, which will go a long way in the history of this august House.

I witnessed the Fourteenth Lok Sabha on the day when we all associated ourselves to congratulate the previous Speaker, a
very learned person, Shri Somnath Chatterjee. On that day I expressed my doubt whether both the right and the left
Parties, which are sitting on this side and that side of the Chair, were going to extend the cooperation and that if they did
so then the decorum and decency of the House can be maintained. Those were my words that I expressed on that day.
Subsequently, in the last five years, I have personally witnessed what has all happened.

Today, with your elevation to the highest office, I must congratulate the Ruling Party first that they have taken a wise
decision to elect you as a Speaker as you have a very rich experience. I do not want to quote the legacy of your father. I
also associated for some time during the shortest span of two-and-a-half yea[r14]rs. But you yourself have got rich
experience as a democrat, as a Parliamentarian, and as one of the senior-most leaders. By working in various fields, in
various walks of life, you have gained this experience. I hope and trust, all sections of the people in this Fifteenth Lok Sabha
will try to restore the decency, the decorum with a healthy debate, with a healthy atmosphere so that what we have lost in
the Fourteenth Lok Sabha may be restored and the honour of this House will be protected.

With these words, I would like to extend my heartiest congratulations on behalf of me and my party.
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