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Title : Need to have junk disposal norms in the country in order to control the incidents like detection of Cobalt-60 in Delhi.

SHRI B. MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Thank you for allowing me to raise the important matter. The recent incident in Mayapuri

Industrial Area of Delhi where more than five persons have suffered high radiation doses due to accidental exposure to
highly radioactive Cobalt-60 should be seen as a wake up call for tightening security and accountability in respect of
radioactive materials. Almost all developed countries have devised mechanism to keep a check on the dispersal of
radioactive materials in public places. But our country has so far devised no formal mechanism that would detect the
presence of a nuclear substance in a public area and has prepared no roadmap as to how to deal with it in case of any
emergency. All this is despite the fact that India is on the list of terrorist groups. They are planning to use third generation
terror weapon which is called Radiological Dispersal Devices (RDD), that are also called "dirty bombs'. I am told that a
Core Group prepared guidelines and submitted to the Government but why those guidelines are yet to see the light of the
day! Many questions need to be resolved in this case. Had any radioactive material included in the scrap already been
disposed of since early March? What was the origin of the scrap? Was it domestic or imported? All scraps acquired over the
past months need to be traced back and investigated to find out who was responsible for the disposal of Cobalt-60
containing scrap?

Was any contaminated scrap sold and processed into steel products? Has any quantity of Cobalt-60 spilled out of its
container and got dispersed? The case is complicated and needs a combination of determined police work and technical
expertise to resolve the host of issues involved. If this Cobalt-60 was imported with scrap, how did it pass through the
customs? The Government should explain. It raises questions about the trade in such materials and how their movement
escapes detection. I fear India is being treated as a dumping yard for such dangerous wastes. There is an urgent need to
have junk disposal norm in the country.
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