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Title: Discussion on the Demand for Grant No. 31 under the control of the Ministry of External Affairs for 2010-11 (Discussion
concluded and Demands voted in full).

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, we will move to item no. 18. The House will now take up discussion and voting on Demand No.
31 relating to the Ministry of External Affairs.

Hon. Members present in the House whose cut motions to the Demand for Grant have been circulated may, if they desire to
move their cut motions, send slips to the Table within fifteen minutes indicating the serial numbers of the cut motions they
would like to move. Only those cut motions, slips in respect of which are received at the Table within the stipulated time, will be
treated as moved.

Alist showing the serial numbers of cut motions treated as moved will be put up on the Notice Board shortly thereafter. In case
any Member finds any discrepancy in the list, he may kindly bring it to the notice of the Officer at the Table immediately.

Motion moved:

"That the respective sums not exceeding the amounts on Revenue Account and Capital Account shown in
the fourth column of the Order Paper be granted to the President of India, out of the Consolidated Fund of
India, to complete the sums necessary to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during

the year ending the 315t day of March, 2011, in respect of the heads of Demands entered in the second
column thereof against Demand No. 31 relating to the Ministry of External Affairs."

Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi to speak now.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi to speak now.
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"On the day the Chinese Naval Chief arrived in New Delhi on his maiden visit to India, the External Affairs
Minister Pranab Mukherjee said that China's rise was India's new security challenge."
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"China out to clip India's wings; makes massive investments in neighbouring countries to spike nation's regional
aspirations."
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THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI S.M. KRISHNA): The hon. Member is making a reference to Rajiv Gandhi
and Atal Bihari Vajpayee. | did not get the full import of that.

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI : There were two academic educational centres given by the Government of India in Mongolia.
One was named as Rajiv Gandhi Centre and the other as Atal Bihari Vajpayee Centre. | did not stop the grant of Rajiv Gandhi
Centre, as a Minister | was dealing with it. But now, their Members of Parliament came here and told me that there is grant
only to one institute and for the other there is no grant. Please examine it.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY): The Minister wants to say something.

SHRI S.M. KRISHNA : Only if you yield, | can speak.
DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI : Yes, | yield.

SHRI S.M. KRISHNA: The hon. Member did refer to two Centres of Information Technology founded by Government of India
grants. One is the Rajiv Gandhi Centre on Vocational Training and the other centre is Atal Bihari Vajpayee Centre of
Information Technology.

| am happy to convey to the hon. Member and to this august House that both these Centres are working extremely well. It is not
true that they are not working any more. They are working to our satisfaction. ...(Interruptions)



DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI : How much is the grant that has been given? They are working!. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI S.M. KRISHNA: For Atal Bihari Vajpayee Centre, one million has already been given. ...(Interruptions)

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI : What about the other Centre? ...(Interruptions) What is the grant given to the other Centre?
...(Interruptions)

SHRI S.M. KRISHNA: Simply because | am not able to provide you the information ...(Interruptions)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please sit down.

SHRI S.M. KRISHNA: | will provide all these details in the course of my reply. ...(Interruptions)

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI : If the grants are restored, it is fine. If they are not restored, please restore them. If they need
to be upgraded, please upgrade them. These are the things. 3 379t & I AT foh TRT NP A ARG AR AT T
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"Elsewhere in the near-abroad, Russia has been neglected as a potential counterweight both to the US and
China. In fact, the PM's putting all of India's eggs in the US basket means that he hopes that the US will play the
protector role that the USSR performed in an earlier era. Manmohan Singh-ji is reportedly pressuring the Indian
Air Force to buy American F-16 or F-18 aircraft for its 126-plane strong medium range multi-role combat fleet.
Besides enhancing the IAF's operational problems because of the diversity of aircraft and logistics support in its
inventory, it is guaranteed to further estrange Russia. This is extreme foolishness because Washington gives
every indication of reconciling its differences with China to create a condominium to manage world affairs.
Whence the concept of G-2,that is, America and China, two Superpowers, to supplant every other combination.
Indeed, Moscow is being played as a second fiddle when Russia's utility in containing Chinese expansionism is
obvious. And in Central Asia, the initial advantage India has because of its venerated cultural and other links,
have been frittered away. In any case, the Government has nothing to show by way of any success in this
region."
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"This culturally disastrous decision of Cambridge University was announced within hours of Cambridge honouring our Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh with a doctor of law degree, in what some scholars believe to be the most cynical form of 'tactless
academic marketing.'
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SHRI DEEPENDER SINGH HOODA (ROHTAK): Mr. Deputy-Speaker Sir, | stand here to support the Demands for Grants of
the Ministry of External Affairs. As | was listening to hon. Member Dr. Murli Manohar Joshiji, one thing that came across time
and again was his proposition that India's foreign policy today is, in his own words, dishaheen and lakshyaheen, that is,
without goal and without direction. Nothing could be farther from truth.

Let me start by quoting our first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehruji in a speech that he made in this very Parliament at the
stroke of midnight, his famous "Tryst with Destiny' speech. In the middle of the speech Nehruji took a pause and then said: "It
is a fateful moment for us, for all Asia and the world. A new star rises, the star of freedom in the east." Nehruiji had then, in
1947, anticipated the impact of the rise of India on the world.

Our Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singhji in his response to the Motion of Thanks to the President's Address had
quoted Victor Hugo by saying 'no power on earth can stop an idea whose time has come’. Well, | believe the time for the rise
of India has come, has arrived. We can see the rising global stature of India in the rightful place that India is getting in various
global fora, ranging from G-20, where it is helping transform G-20 into a premier international organization in the post financial
crisis world to the leadership that India has shown in the South-South cooperation in organizations such as BRIC.

We can see the rising India in the success of Indo-US nuclear deal in which without signing the NPT India was able to break
through the apartheid and setting stage for a new global nuclear order. We can see India rising in the spectacular success
that it has achieved in isolation of Pakistan in the aftermath of Mumbai attacks. And | will dwell much more on that attack later.
We can see the global stature of India rising. Now our opposition benches can choose to blind themselves from this success,
from India's rising stature. They can choose to completely ignore it. But | would urge them to take some pride in it.

Sir, | congratulate our hon. Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, the UPA Government and our hon. Minister of External
Affairs for the success that India has had in this regard. This, | choose to be my main theme of my intervention today - the
rising stature of India on the global stage - in response to Dr. Murli Manohar Joshiji.

Let me start by elaborating a little bit on the aftermath of Mumbai attack. The kind of consensus that we were able to build
against terrorism or the terror attacks targeting India in the aftermath of Mumbai attack was unprecedented. The leaders from
great nations of the world, from the United States to the United Kingdom, toppled over each other to express consolidation with
India, expressed concern over the attacks and they even went further; they urged Pakistan to take action against the terror
mechanism operating on its soil. This is a pointer towards rising global stature of India.

The reason why | say that is — we can contrast this reaction of the global leaders with the reaction in the aftermath of the
attack on Parliament. What happened when Parliament was attacked? Immediately after the Parliament was attacked, we saw
a period of rising tensions which led to American intervention. The then US President Bill Clinton said that India and Pakistan
represent the most dangerous neighbourhood in the world. Compare this with the reaction that we were able to achieve. The
reaction that we were able to achieve was not through jingoism or empty rhetoric. It was through hard work, behind-the-scene
diplomacy and a clear-headed foreign policy approach.



| believe there has been a significant shift, a paradigm shift in the way we see us with respect to the world since UPA has
come into being. | am not questioning the concern that the Opposition has. They are as deeply hurt in their hearts when the
attacks on Mumbai occurred as we are. Similarly we were as concerned when the Parliament was attacked, as they were. But
the difference lies in approach.

When | was listening to Dr. Murli Manohar Joshiji, a point which came across again and again is this. His whole argument was

based on fear of our neighbours. T 98 FE W A F TSAT T TR R W ¢, W R Wl T wF R B I &
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of our neighbours. | think our approach is based on confidence in us and that is the difference.

That is the reason why when Parliament was attacked we did not see a single nation come in our favour. We did not see the
spectacular isolation of Pakistan that we see in the aftermath of Mumbai attacks. We have to start behaving like a serious and
responsible global power which we have achieved in the last five or six years. We can see that - the sense of the degree of
responsibility in the knee-jerk reaction after the Parliament was attacked. No responsible nation will be talking to its neighbour
while the neighbour is readying to attack itself as we saw in the NDA regime. | think there has been a fundamental shift here.

Again, coming back to the central thing, the rising global stature of India, which | am hoping that by the end of my intervention,
some of the Opposition Members will acknowledge and appreciate and take pride in, rather than just ignore, take the Indo-US
Nuclear Deal. That also represented the rising global stature of India. Leaving decades of mistrust behind when in July, 2005
the Nuclear Agreement was signed between India and the United States, it laid the foundation for great relationship between

two great nations, two great economies, two great peoples for the 215t century.

What did that Nuclear Deal and 123 Agreement represent? It did not represent for us only an opportunity to diversify our
energy mix domestically, but it also exhibited to the world the emerging power that we are. We were able to penetrate through
the seemingly impregnable NPT. We were able to carve out an exception for use in the global nuclear regime. We were able,
through deft diplomacy and clear-headed vision, garner IAEA with us and end the nuclear apartheid, which is the term Shri
Jaswant Singh uses again and again. We were able to end that and lay foundation for a new nuclear order. This is something
| will talk about when | talk about the Prime Minister's visit again.

While that was a great success and | think, it represented the rising stature of India globally, as far as Indo-US relationships
are concerned, | have a couple of observations that | would like to make. With the conclusion of the Nuclear Deal and coming
of the new administration, the Obama Administration, in the US, there were concerns whether we would lose steam and
momentum. As far as Indo-US relationships are concerned, | think, we need to be careful on that count. There is a big
opportunity for us to deepen our relationship and make it much more multi-faceted while there is no doubt that economics and
business are going to drive this relationship and they will always provide the backbone. There is a huge opportunity in the field
of agriculture, infrastructure and education and we need to take this relationship to the next level. This, in my opinion, is a very
interesting opportunity in front of our Foreign Office as we go forward.

Again, America is showing an extraordinary interest in the Afghanistan-Pakistan situation today. | think, we should seek to use
this extraordinary interest that they have there, in securing more pro-active Washington intervention and more pro-active
pressure from Washington on Islamabad to bring about long-term structural changes inside Pakistan, when it comes to dealing
with terror mechanism there. | congratulate hon. Prime Minister on bringing out a very important issue in his recent visit to the
US, which was very widely reported in the Press, the fact that he brought up the concern over end use of military and
monetary aid of America and that a large proportion of this aid ends up getting used against us. The fact that he was able to
bring it up with President Obama, | think, is worthy of appreciation.

The third theme that | want to touch on today, again related to the central them of the rising stature of India on the global stage,
is how the scope and ambition of our Foreign Policy has shaped up over the last few years, be it the aftermath of global
economic crisis and how India played the leadership role in transformation of G-20 into one of the premier organisations as
far as the economic affairs in the world are concerned in the aftermath of the crisis. From there, be it the South-South
Cooperation, it also exhibits this, with formulation of the BRIC. The Prime Minister is just coming back from Brazil. Dr. Murli
Manohar Joshi was just saying that we have completely forgotten Russia. What better example can there be than that the first
conference of BRIC was held in Russia. India was the first country to go there and our Prime Minister had a very successful
visit there. From there, we have to look at India's engagement in the East — Look East Policy. Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi talked
about China and all that. | think, we need to strengthen our Look East Policy. Be it our association with ASEAN or the East
Asian Summit, we need to deepen our ties with East Asian countries which, | think, will help us in dealing with China and in
actually gaining a better relationship out of China.
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Similarly, there is deeper engagement with Africa. This is a very appropriate example of the scope and ambition of our foreign
policy. | was researching on what NDA's policy was towards Africa. | am sure there was some and | am sure that some of the
Members will enlighten us with the policy that they had towards Africa later on. But | could not find any.

The first Indo-Africa Summit, which was held in 2008 in New Delhi signifies something very significant. The deeper
engagement with Africa and the acceleration of our relationship with Africa, as we go forward, | think, is a very interesting
opportunity for our External Affairs office as we go on. ...(Interruptions)
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Coming back to our neighbour, namely, South-East Asia, | believe that this immediate neighbourhood presents an interesting
opportunity. | think that we need to change the way we have been dealing with our immediate neighbourhood with our new
found confidence and the rising global stature. Let me explain as to what | mean by this. | think that the key principle in dealing
with our immediate neighbourhood -- be it Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka -- has to be much more focussed on
economy. | was looking at some numbers. The intra-regional trade in South-Asia, the Indian Sub-continent, as a percentage
of the regional trade stands at 5 per cent making this the least economically integrated region in the world. The time has come
for us to break the shackles and look towards furthering economic ties with our small neighbours.

We have taken a lot of welcome steps in that direction be it extension of credit lines of $ 1 billion to Bangladesh; Bangladesh
opening up the Chittagong Port, which Mr. Joshi said that Bangladesh is giving Chittagong Port to China -- | do not know
where he is getting his statistics from; or be it opening up of US $ 425 miillion line of credit to Sri Lanka to build infrastructure
around Jaffna in North Sri Lanka. | think that we have taken right steps towards economic integration and deepening of
economic ties, but much more needs to be done.

On the one hand we see that there is no economic integration in this region, and on the other hand we see that this region
faces common humanitarian problems, and as some would say that this region has a common soul and we need to move
towards deepening of economic ties and use it as a principle in our immediate neighbourhood. | think that while SAARC
provides a framework to politically and culturally build our ties, but as far as economic relations are concerned, we need to
focus much more on bilateralism and one-to-one discussions.

As far as China is concerned, China represents a challenge as well as an opportunity. Both the countries are one of the oldest
civilizations; greatest cultures; most populous nations; and by 2030, we would represent the second and third largest
economies. Therefore, we cannot afford to be at loggerhead with China. We need to build sustainable relationship with China,
and our Government has been achieving sporadic success as far as this is concerned. We saw cooperation with China as far
as G-20 is concerned; we saw cooperation with China in the Copenhagen Summit; and the recent visit of our External Affairs
Minister led to establishment of direct communication line between our topmost leadership. Further, it is not that we do not
have our share of problems that we need to solve and overcome while we move ahead with our relationship with China. But |
must say and point out that sustainable relationship with China can only be achieved through our approach, which is an
approach of confidence in us and not an approach, which fears China.

What Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi was repeatedly pointing out et &7 TR T & and what Shri Yashwant Sinha said about the
Copenhagen Summit ...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please do not disturb him.

SHRI DEEPENDER SINGH HOODA : On the Copenhagen Summit, Shri Yashwant Sinha said that the reason why India and
China cooperated there was because China needed us more than we needed China. | think there is a deep-rooted suspicion,
even apprehension, even fear of China, in some of these thoughts. Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, | have to say that we do not fear
China, we do not need to fear China. We have confidence in us. That is the basis on which we achieved sustainable
relationship with the United States, and that is the principle on which we should look to build sustainable relationship with
China, and on no other principle.

Finally, let me congratulate our Prime Minister on the success of the recent trip to the United States, on his remarks at the



Nuclear Security Summit in which he reiterated India's stand, India's vision — a vision that was laid by late Rajiv Gandhi Ji in
1988 of reduction in nuclear armament, when in 1988 he put forth a concrete action plan of complete nuclear disarmament,
but on a non-discriminatory framework. | congratulate our Prime Minister for reiterating that vision at the Summit and also for
showing leadership in offering to set up Global Centre for Nuclear Energy Partnership in India. | think it is a great leadership
that Prime Minister showed in offering to set up such a Global Centre for Nuclear Energy Partnership in our country. | urge
the Prime Minister to name the Global Centre for Nuclear Energy Partnership as Rajiv Gandhi Global Centre for Nuclear
Energy Partnership since it was Rajiv Gandhi Ji who had actually shared with the world his vision of nuclear disarmament. Ej\%
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(Shri Inder Singh Namdhari in the Chair)
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THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM): Sir, it is not fair on his part to say like this....(Interruptions)

SHRI VIJAY BAHADUR SINGH : Sir, | am sorry and | withdraw it.
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SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY (KOLKATA UTTAR): Sir, while raising the Demands for Grants pertaining to the Ministry of
External Affairs having Demand No.31, | should rather try to concentrate on the publications that have been delivered to the
hon. Members of the House.

Many things have been discussed and many deliberations have taken place. But it appears as if the Ministry of External Affairs
is the combination of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of
Commerce.

In the book and the publication which has been delivered, it has not been taken care of, nor is there any mention about it. | am
very much interested to know as to what is the total plan outlay of the Ministry of External Affairs. What appears from the
circulation is that the Ministry of External Affairs, by and large, has no plan allocation at all. It is the Ministry which mainly
dependent on the non-plan allocation. This allocation is for what? This is for Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Afghanistan. These are
the issues related mainly to the functioning of this Ministry. What the Ministry of External Affairs need to implement, and what
duties it has to perform have to be recorded in today's deliberations by the Members of both the sides who are taking part in
the debate.

You have 166 Missions in different parts of the world that are to be taken care of. You have Passport and Immigration
Department to take care; another is training; another is special diplomatic expenditure; entertainment charges which you have



to incur for hospitality towards foreign dignitaries or VVIPs who visit our country. International cooperation is an important
area concerning your Ministry. Haj goodwill delegation is also very important. Every year millions of people are going for Haj.

Another important thing is technical and economic cooperation with other countries. Another important thing is capital outlay
on public works and housing. We must appreciate a few steps taken by the Government of India this time. The visits of hon.
Prime Minister to the USA and to Russia, no doubt, have strengthened our relations with those countries.

Once there were two major forces in the world, the USA and the Soviet Union. Now, the Soviet Union is not in existence. So,
the USA has automatically emerged as a big brother of the world. So, we should not have any hesitation in strengthening our
relations with the USA. On the issue of nuclear deal, the Government was challenged by some parties. The Party which
supported the UPA |, has withdrawn support to the Government on this issue. So, the Government should remain alert and
cautious with these types and groups of people. | would rather say that we have to have close association with the USA. If
having good relations with the USA is dangerous, then is not having good relations with China not dangerous? If China thinks
that 2010 is 1962, then they are making a mistake. Now, it is 2010 and we can say hum kisise kam nahi. If China things that it
is 1962, then we can give a befitting reply if they want to have any sort of battle or war. We will certainly take care of that.

We should build good relations with all our neighbouring countries. Shri Vijay Bahadur Singh made a mention about Nepal. In
Nepal, now the Maoists are in the Government. Did the Government inquire whether any Indian politician keeps visiting Nepal
and keeps in touch with the Nepalese Maoists in a close manner? Do these activities reflect in the Indian politics?

Why should we not take into consideration what relations are there between the Maoists of Nepal and a particular political
party's Polit Bureau members of this country, who are keeping in touch very regularly, very closely and they are
operating....(Interruptions)

SHRI A. SAMPATH (ATTINGAL): Will you name the particular political party?...(Interruptions)

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : | am naming it. The name of the party is positively the CPI (M) and the Polite Bureau
member *3€!....(Interruptions)

SHRI A. SAMPATH : Sir, he is teling something about the Polit Bureau members of the CPI (M). The CPI (M) is not
encouraging the Maoists....(Interruptions) His party, the TMC is hand in glove with the Maoists....(/nterruptions)

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : | would better repeat it....(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, please sit down. Let me give the ruling. Shri Bandyopadhyay, what did you say?

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : | want to reiterate that the members of the CPI (M) party including ( Not recorded ),
positively ( Not recorded ) go to Nepal, interact with the Maoist Group of Nepal. | would like to know whether the Maoist Group
has any communication with or connection in India, with those who are operating the Maoist activity in our
country....(Interruptions) This is a very simple question. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: It can be an exchange of ideology and exchange of views.
...(Interruptions)
SHRI P.K. BIJU (ALATHUR): Nobody should question our patriotism....(Interruptions)

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : | think the hon. Home Minister Shri P. Chidambaram will support my
stand....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please let him speak. Nothing will go in the proceedings except Shri Sudip Bandyopadhyay's speech.
(Interruptions) &€, »
MR. CHAIRMAN: What do you want?

SHRI A. SAMPATH : Do not allow him to take the names of the Members of the Upper House....(Interruptions) | am on a point
of order.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Under what rule are you raising the point of order?

...(Interruptions)



SHRI A. SAMPATH : Sir, under what rule is he making allegations against my party?...(Interruptions)
SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : | am delivering my speech....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is just a statement. Politically, it is generally leveled. From the Chair, | do not want to say anything. Day
before yesterday, Shri Acharia was speaking. He also cast some aspersions like this. Therefore, it should not be taken so
seriously.

....(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: It should not be taken so seriously.

...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Bandyopadhyay, please go ahead.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI B. MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Shri * is a Member of the Upper House. Can he take his name? This is the point which they
are making....(Interruptions)

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY : When your Member speaks, let him reply....( Interruptions) He is a political
leader....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Mahtab, we can delete the name of *. There is no hard and fast rule.
(Interruptions) &€*

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : | still reiterate it in the next paragraph. | go ahead with it. It is the question of India's voice
heard throughout the world because India is the worst sufferer of terrorism. So, what India is facing nowadays, the world is
also facing the threat in the same manner. We must keep our relations and build up our relations with our neighbouring
countries with two slogans: one, international solidarity and two, brotherhood. India is the firm believer of these two principles:
international solidarity and brotherhood. India wants to give this message to the entire world because the world is now facing
tension every moment. No country is aware which country is going to be affected at what time.

The South Africans issues have been raised and discussed here. Who does not know that? Our great leader Shri Rajiv Gandhi
gave the African Fund to give total moral support. It is not only the total support to Dr. Nelson Mandela's work.

We are extending our fullest economic support to our neighbouring countries which are being appreciated by the whole
nation. We have reiterated our commitment to fight against terrorism. We are for food security. | would request the
Government to take a strong initiative in this regard. We want to have good relations with different countries of the world
whether it is the USA or China. Even on the issue of climate change, the External Affairs Ministry has taken a stand.

Sir, Mulayam Singhji very correctly said about the threat from Pakistan. This is the only country about which we have to
remain totally alert. Pakistan is sponsoring terrorism in the whole world. Pakistan is not even prepared to accept the truth that it
is their citizens who have attacked the Taj Hotel and other places in Mumbai in 2008. We have arrested one terrorist from that
group. Our Home Minister Shri Chidambaram is delivering all the information and documents relating to it, but the Government
of Pakistan is not in a mood to accept that the group of terrorists has come from Pakistan. So we must actually remain alert
about this force. But there is no enemy as such to us in the whole world because we want to maintain peaceful relations with
everybody and even with Latin America, we do not disagree to keep our relations with this group also. Then, we want to know
from the hon. Minister of External Affairs as to what is our stand on the G-20 process, G-8 Plus, G-5 Summit and we also want
to know as to what actually transpired in the Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen.

So, we are of the firm opinion that the Government of India is trying to build India as a country who have no alignment with any
force and India, shining through this Ministry, will certainly come up in the world.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri A. Sampath — Not present.
Shri Pinaki Misra.



SHRI A. SAMPATH : Mr. Chairman, Sir, | have come and | can speak now.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Since | have taken the name of Shri Pinaki Misra, he can speak now and you can speak after him.

SHRI PINAKI MISRA (PURI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | am grateful to you for giving the Biju Janata Dal an opportunity to
participate in this very seminal, very important debate.

Sir, | have heard many of the distinguished speakers who preceded me with a great deal of interest. This is a discussion and
voting on the Demands for Grants under the control of the Ministry of External Affairs for the year 2010-11. What | have heard
here is a lot of lyrical prose. A lot of speakers have waxed eloquent about the pros and cons of our Foreign Policy.
Unfortunately, very little attention has been given to the nuts and bolts in terms of the facts and figures that go into budgetary
allocation and, with your permission, Mr. Chairman, | would like to draw the attention of this House to some of those important
aspects.

Sir, phrases such as 'emerging global power at the international high table' is very high sounding, but it has to be looked at in
the backdrop of the figure of 35 per cent of our people living below the poverty line which is now the order of the day. | am
sorry | am not one who is prone to say that we must wax eloquent about our country regardless of all the ills that beset us
because we must present a rosy picture to the international community. If one Ministry's figures are enough to puncture this
delusion of grandeur straightaway, that we are players at the so-called International high table that we are a so-called
emerging global power, it is this Ministry's figures.

16.00 hrs.

Apart from this 35 per cent below poverty line figure, Mr. Chairman, if this House only peruses the facts and figures relating to
the Demand which has been put by the External Affairs Ministry, you will see what is the actual position. The actual position
unfortunately to quote an unfortunate incumbent of this Ministry who is no longer there is 'cattle-class'. In fact, Mr. Chairman, it
is rather 'cattle-like'. The word 'class' is a misnomer because it actually does not have any class. There is a remarkable lack of
class in the facts and figures.

Mr. Chairman, | will tell this House straightaway, why? Kindly see, in these figures, there is an observation made that during
each financial quarter of the Financial Year 2009-10, during the first three quarters of the year, only Rs.3,983 crore were
spent against an estimate of Rs.6,333 crore. Just about 50 per cent was spent in three quarters of the year. Just a little less
than 50 per cent, about 47 per cent or 48 per cent allocation is to be spent in the last quarter.

Why has this remarkable situation obtained? This obtains for a very extraordinary reason. It is because the Ministry
which waxes eloquent about spreading e-commerce and e-technology the world over is supposed to be integrated with what is
known as the Integrated Mission Accounting System which is known as the IMAS. As on date, not more than 50 of our
Missions or Posts abroad are linked with this. The rest are still travelling cattle class. The rest are still not connected. So, they

do not get the figures till the last quarter and therefore, there is a rush to spend between 28t of February and 318t of March
and 40 per cent gets spent in the last month. This is the manner in which the Ministry of External Affairs wishes to conduct its
affairs in this era of technology.

16.02 hrs.
(Shri Francisco Cosme Sardinha in the Chair)

Mr. Chairman, Sir, apart from this, kindly see that we are supposed to be pioneers the world over in what is known as I-
TEC and this is again one of the significant things this Ministry is supposed to be doing which is that it is providing technical
aid, which is mainly focussed on the IT sector and capacity building of the personnel under international technical and
economic cooperation programme, that is the I-TEC Programme. With great respect, this is high sounding vain glarious
verbiage and that is the only way | can describe it, when less than 50 per cent of the Missions are connected with e-
technology abroad. | cannot understand where this comes from.

Mr. Chairman Sir, let me give you one more example. There is what is now in the West universally regarded as the
virtual sine-qua-non of a developed nation, which is you have a biometric or an e-passport. In the Annual Report of 2008-09 it
was stated that based on the experience gained from a pilot project done earlier e-passports of ordinary category would be



issued by 2009. Mr. Chairman, that technical committee, till today, has not frozen the technical specifications. So, when we go
abroad, we travel with a cattle class passport and we have to spend hours therefore in queues abroad because of our cattle
class passport.

Mr. Chairman Sir, a large part of the outlay of the External Affairs Ministry goes in developmental projects because that
is how we are supposed to spread our influence worldwide. Let me give this House a little sample of what we do abroad. The
Tala-hydro-electrical project in Bhutan — | will show to this House why Bhutan is critical to India — is the only plan project that
has recently been completed. The detailed project report cost of Tala was Rs.1,048 crore at 1993 price levels.

This was revised to Rs. 3580 crore in September, 2002. Do you know what the final completion cost, Mr. Chairman, was? This
House would be aghast to learn that the final completion cost has been Rs. 4125 crore. So from Rs. 1048 crore, it has gone
up four times to Rs. 4125 crore. And we have a projected development axis in Bhutan of 10,000 MW by 2020. With great
respect | have to tell the House that at this rate, we are going to be bankrupt helping Bhutan.

It is not Bhutan alone. Let me just take this House into confidence as to what has happened in Nepal. In 2005, the Government
of India and the Government of Nepal signed an MoU for what is known as the implementation of various projects in Nepal. No
headway has been made fill date. | will tell this House what China has done in the meanwhile, what Pakistan has done in the
meanwhile in Nepal. In Sri Lanka, these figures — to my friends from the South, particularly from Tamil Nadu - are startling.
The Government of India has made various commitments to provide aid for relief, rehabilitation, and reconstruction of war-
affected people and areas in Sri Lanka. The Standing Committee has noted that against the announcement of assistance of
Rs. 500 crore, only Rs. 90 crore have been budgeted and Rs. 63 crore have been utilized. This is the state of Sri Lanka. The
Members from the Treasury Benches are sanguine. They continue to wax eloquent about India's great role as a global
superpower, that we ought not to be too worried about this increasingly hostile neighbourhood that we are encircled with. | do
not know which world they are living in, Mr. Chairman, but, this side of the benches, | think, we tend to be a little more realistic.

| really urge this House that at some point this House should pass a resolution that a large geo-political map of this part of the
world should be placed not just in every MP's homes but every officer's home whether it is the MoD, MEA, MHA or any other
critical Ministry, because, otherwise — hon. Members here are laughing — | cannot understand how hundreds of thousands of
crores of Defence money is returned unutilized every year. How money of External Affairs Ministry is returned unutilized, |
cannot understand. They must get up in the morning, have a look at that map, and see how India is being increasingly
encircled from all sides.

Mr. Chairman, | want to tell this House that today there is 350 km. per hour trains running on railway track which is up to
Lhasa. China is going to increase it up to Hotan. From the north, they are encircling us from Urumqi to Kashgar. As the hon.
Member Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi said, it is going down the Karakoram Highway all the way down to Gwadar. Today, for China,
to bring in troops at 24 hours' notice, where it will take us 24 days if not 24 weeks to mobilize troops and to mobilize the
requisite armoury, is a matter of actually hours if not minutes.

Mr. Chairman, you can see, | am not going to waste the time of the House waxing eloquent; | am giving facts and figures. The
moment you tell me my time is actually over, | will sit down because | am a lawyer; | do not extend time beyond what is actually
permissible. So, you have to tell me exactly what you feel your mind is; if you want me to sit down, | will sit down because | do
not like the bell ringing again and again.

MR. CHAIRMAN : One minute more.
SHRI PINAKI MISRA : Sir, kindly give me two or three minutes.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Two minutes | will give you, please.

SHRI PINAKI MISRA : There are other tired aspects, frankly. | want to bring to the notice of the House, for instance, IDCA. It
is a very significant thing that this Ministry would have done. It is the India International Development Cooperation Agency.
This was started in 2007-08; now it has been scrapped. This would have been a very important vehicle as far as spreading our
influence abroad is concerned. There are two other ways in which we ought to be able to spread our influence. One is the
Public Diplomacy Division which unfortunately functions in the most tired way possible, and of course the ICCR which again,
we have seen apart from a few cultural programmes a few junkets abroad, is a most tired organization. These are not
organizations that can take on the might of all the madarsas that are dotting the skyline in Nepal, of all the extraordinary
amount of foreign policy initiatives taken by think-tanks in China. This is not an answer, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, | just want to draw the attention of this House to another very important organisation because this is the



Ministry of Overseas Affairs which is included as a part of the debate, | would assume. This was the Ministry which was
started in 2004 by the Congress Party because they wanted to rehabilitate somebody who, | think, could be rehabilitated in no
other place. So, they carved out this Ministry. That gentleman has been divested of his portfolio but this Ministry remains. | do
not understand what this Ministry does because this Ministry works through the External Affairs Ministry.

Forget about the PIOs, OCDs and all these. Really this Ministry has now become a playground of influential people like
Sant Singh Chatwal. So, that people of dodgy backgrounds are is given some sort of sanctity by this Ministry.

Sir, | come from Puri parliamentary constituency where there is an Assembly segment called 'Banpur', where hundreds
and thousands of people are languishing in the Middle East without succour. They are exploited by ruthless agencies, by
ruthless employers, by hostile governments, by a hostile milieu. If this Ministry is to function at all, it can do one thing, which is
open up a single window grievance cell in many of these areas abroad where we have a very large Indian labour class. The
Sant Singh Chatwals do not need this Ministry. The Sant Singh Chatwals have the Clinton's wine and dine to them. The people
who need this are the very poor and they are the very marginalised people. Very importantly, it must have a dedicated legal
service. That is the most important thing that they need. This Ministry must have a dedicated legal service, which will provide,
free of cost, the legal facility needed for them to be able to at least return home without being in a coffin. That is the most
important thing, Mr. Chairman.

| am summing it up. | have seen the way particularly the Standing Committee on External Affairs functions, which is
manned by its very able Officers. They are vastly competent officers, and there is no question about that. Some of them are
sitting here. Very vastly competent Officers are manning it.

| can only say, and with a great deal of regret, that what this Ministry has lacked unfortunately from the beginning of
UPA-I is the political leadership. Starting with Shri Natwar Singh, who had to resign in disgrace and ending with Shri Tharoor,
who had to resign in disgrace, | am very sorry to say that this Ministry has not had the requisite political leadership, and which
is why, I think, this Ministry is languishing in the manner it is. | am deeply sorry to have to say that.
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SHRI A. SAMPATH (ATTINGAL): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | would try my best not to repeat any points that have been raised by my
learned friends and seniors in this august House.

I would like to seek a clarification from the hon. Minister. What is the exact number of Indians living and working outside India?
It is because it is a bit confusing when | go through the Annual Report of the Ministry of External Affairs. On page nine of the
Introduction and Synopsis, it says that it is five million in the gulf region. In the same book, on page 42, it says that it is about
4.5 million. But when | went through the Annual Report of the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs, there is a mention there. But
it says of overseas Indian community. It begins with, "The overseas Indian community spans the globe with their presence in
189 countries across the world, estimated at over 25 million." It says so. Whatever be the data, | doubt that. Even now our
Government is going on with the guesstimates. Guess work plus estimates equal to guesstimates.

This is not fair because as per the Reserve Bank of India, the total private remittance from abroad in 2008-09 was 46.9 US
billion dollars. Of this, 30 billion dollars came from the Gulf region. | am coming from a State from where more than three
million people have gone abroad, especially to the Gulf region, to earn a livelihood.

We believe that it is the duty of the Ministry of External Affairs to protect the interests of those who are working abroad and
living abroad. If one holds the passport of Indian Republic, it is the signature of the sovereignty of India. But may | know how
many officers and how many staff members are working in those countries? The Ministry of External Affairs itself admits that
the officers, the IFS officers, who know the foreign languages, their number has to be increased.



My State is very near to a country called Sri Lanka. There, only one IFS Officer is expert in Sinhalese. | would like to raise a
point. How many officers of the Indian Embassies and Missions abroad know the regional languages of the majority of the
people who speak those regional languages? If the people who speak Malayalam, Tamil, Kannada and Telugu approach an
Indian Embassy, there would be nobody to look after their affairs because the language they speak sounds Greek to the
officers. It is just like a migrant worker is always a migrant worker. Our nation needs their money. The banks are happy; the
Government is happy because of the remittances. But they do not want them — 'you please do not come here; please do not
come back; you send your money for ever; but you do not come back'.

The exploitation starts from the very moment one gives an application for the passport. Even now we have only 37 Passport
Offices. | am coming from a district called Thiruvananthapuram, the northern part of it is my constituency. By profession | am
a lawyer. Very near to my lawyer's office, everyday | see mothers with their new born babies in the queue in the Passport
Office in the capital city of Kerala. Then what would be the picture in other places? Hundreds of people under the scorching
heat stand in the queue to give applications. There are no minimum facilities for them. Previously one thousand passports
were issued per day. Now it has come down to 300 or 350. The Government of India itself says that. The revenue generated
from issuing of passports and visas is to the tunes of more than Rs.600 crores and Rs.900 crores respectively. So, it is a
milking cow. My humble request to the Government is, please do not milk it till it bleeds. They are the poor people who do not
get any jobs here. They are our brothers and sisters who are going abroad. They are exploited by the Passport Officers,
passport officials, the touts, the travel agents and even the national careers.

Our Airlines are saying that they are in loss. But, from where do they get the maximum revenue? Is it from the New York
sector, is it from the Europe sector? No. They get the maximum revenue from the Gulf sector. But the Government should give
justice to them.

Today we all have read a newspaper article, a statement by the Chief Election Commissioner. There was a cry for long
years. All the political parties support that our brothers and sisters living and working abroad should be included in the
electorate and should be given the voting right. If the data is correct and suppose the guesstimate is right and cent per cent
correct, then more than 50 lakhs of people are losing their right to vote. Is it fair?

| would like to invite your attention. | was a bit lucky to get a point raised under Rule 377 in this august House regarding
the creation of a fund and establishment of a welfare scheme for the Non-Resident Indians. | got a curious reply from the

Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs. It is dated 215t August 2009. | shall read out only the relevant paragraph:

"This Ministry had earlier requested the Finance Ministry for making a budget allocation of Rs.100 crore in the
current financial year for setting up of a contributory pension scheme for the welfare of the overseas Indian
workers and their families. However, this was not included in the budget proposals.”

So, itis just like saying give us the money. Not even a single penny is being earmarked for their welfare.

But, | am proud. | am coming from a small State which is not rich. That Government has enacted a law. ...(Interruptions) Sir, |
am concluding within three minutes.

Sir, 18t of December is the International Day of the Migrant Workers as per the call of the International Labour Organization.
In the year 2008, the Legislative Assembly of Kerala has unanimously passed a Bill and now a welfare fund has come into
existence giving pension, accident relief, maternity benefit, loans for house construction, loans for the studies of the children
etc. Even though it is a very humble beginning, it is a model.

Next to China, we have the largest population and next to them we are sending the maximum number of people outside, abroad
to work. But we should at least show some mercy to our brothers and sisters. | would say that it is their right that we are
denying them. A small nation like Philippines is working much better than us. There should be coordination between the
Ministries of External Affairs, Overseas Indian Affairs, Home, Finance, Commerce, Labour etc. But, | do not see such
coordination. Everyday we receive many complaints from the relatives of the people who are working abroad. Of course, |
understand that this is a very complex issue. We all know that whenever a diplomat says 'yes' definitely there will be a 'no’ and
whenever the diplomat says 'no' there will be a 'yes' also to it.



Sir, with your permission, | have certain points to raise here which | would like to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister also.
You please give more aircraft more services to the passengers going abroad and those who are coming back. Secondly, you
open more passport offices. Thirdly, you provide sufficient number of staff to the passport offices. Fourthly, give sufficient
number of staff and officers to the Indian Missions abroad and fifthly open the help desks there and ask them to work 24 hours
a day because now 20 per cent of the workforce going abroad consists of women. Now, not only men but 20 per cent of
women — without any women's reservation — are going abroad. They are working there and they are sending the money to this
nation. We are getting the precious foreign exchange. But we should know that we have to save their precious lives and we
have to honour their dignity of life.

| am concluding. In this House, some discussions have taken place in the last Session and before that also. There have been
certain statements by various Ministers at various places which have created certain confusions and made the situation more
complex. The foreign affairs is not a private matter. It is a matter of concern even to the public. Everybody should know. You
see what has happened.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Kindly conclude. You have taken lot of time.
SHRI A. SAMPATH : | am going to conclude. | am one of the most obedient Members. | am going to conclude.
MR. CHAIRMAN : Do not be obedient; but conclude.

SHRI A. SAMPATH : Take the Indo-US Nuclear Treaty. My Party was deadly against it. Today there is a news. While we are
assembling here and discussing about the Demands for Grants of the External Affairs Ministry, there is a news that the US
Congress is not going to honour it as per what the Government of India has expected. There are some provisions which are
different. The reprocessing of the fuel spent is going to be a problem. What we think is different than what they think. We all
know that it is a race of cat and mice. It depends as to who is the mice and who is the cat.

Some of the hon. Members have raised some very valuable points. We have to fight the terrorism in our land. It is our duty. At
the same time, we have to protect the integrity of the nation. While we are doing our duty, we should not forget that we are one
of the founding fathers of the Non-Aligned Movement. But, it is a pity to see that now we are at the end of somebody else's
wagon. If it is the United States of America which is now giving directions to India and if we are going to play the second fiddle
to the US aspirations and the US interests, that will not be tolerated by the people of India. This country has to take another
path. Definitely we have to appreciate and we have to strengthen the BRIC. We have to strengthen the relations with the Third
World countries. The future is not for a unipolar world and India has a role to play and we have to fulfil that. It is what the time
and history have asked us to do.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Member, please conclude. There are a lot of speakers who are yet to speak. Please take only one
more minute to conclude. After that, | will call another speaker.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, please sit down.

Al Infecrerer : SEieT H O 3EAY I T 3PN gl AT 1 319 Jifelel Felel el § ol HelRI-HTERI
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. You have made your point.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Member, please conclude. There are lots of speakers. Please conclude in one minute. | will call
another speaker.

...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is a list of 15 Members to speak. | request you to be very brief. Those who want to lay their speeches
on the Table of the House, they may please do so. Hon. Member | am giving you half a minute and thereafter, | will call the
next speaker. | have given you too much time.

el IRy : T FEeH, H TEr gl TR AT T S-AAUTel Seifarefdel 7 g 39T [ahd Hr IMET & 7Tl
b of ST, 3o &R T of ST, ST IR § 3R AR A AST & HY WS & Thd 1 S $R 3R AU TR
A 3R ar R § arelr a1 § o R #ROT § fF Sl SR ¥ g o W@ &1 sEfev 36 v W WeR A fPER
T AUl 30T T gEe 38 o & AuIe i O ARfafedt @ Hear Aiver A A g W ¥l A AR W
3RET ) :Hmﬁr:ﬁra's' 3T &R | ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Adhir Chowdhury to speak. Nothing should go on record except the speech of Shri Adhir Chowdhury.

(Interruptions) &€, =

SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPUR): Sir, | rise to support the Demands for Grants under the control of Ministry of
External Affairs. Under the Demand Number 31, it is sought to defray the charges...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, you should understand how should | conduct the House. Not a minute more. | have already
called him. Nothing is going on record.

(Interruptions) &€,

SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY : This expenditure of the Ministry of External Affairs is of Rs.700 crore for Plan expenditure and
Rs.5674.97 crore for non-plan expenditure, that is, totaling to Rs.6374.97 crore.

Indian representation at 168t Mission it also provides expenditure on 30 passport offices and so on. First of all, we



should send one message from this august House that India is desirous to have cordial relations with all the members of the
comity of nations because it is our civilization, it is our culture, which has never taught us to be hostile to our neighbours.
Today's debate was initiated by hon. Senior leader Dr. Murli Manohar Joshiji. He was stating that India has been playing a
second fiddle to the US Government. & ST S & 9SeIT digdl E & STl 9iel N WPR & TFT o 3ol IEREY
TrorRlT S fAgRr 7 &, O 3eee AT @ T F T o, SIfRY § O ¥ Rear Aol aer & fow & R
35 dIG TIEIT IWHR o THAT H FRES aR g5 | 30 TAT AR Slak] Weg W PRI oRjT Jhiel Sellch # ool
I 3R AT WHR aReTesT F GRT I W AN PR g7 g b 3T oL 39 R By & e 3eRer & g
I o, dF 39 AT FHgar?

In diplomatic jargon there are neither permanent friends nor permanent foes. In diplomacy we only put our emphasis on
permanent interest.

India's international relations evolved on some core issues. We always focused on our individual interest, on our autonomy, on
our developmental priorities and fundamental securities. The most important issues for our country are border and territory
disputes, Kashmir issue, international rivers, Indo-Pak, Indo-Nepal, Indo-Bangladesh issues, trade and security, cross-border
terrorism and smuggling of drugs.

Everybody knows that in spite of all kinds of political opposition, in spite of the ambivalent role of Chinese Government, in spite
of the tentative attitude of Nuclear Suppliers Group, India by dint of its diplomatic skills has been able to sign the India-US Civil

Nuclear Agreement. | think the first decade of the 215t century will be remembered by the most spectacular success in Indian
diplomacy because we have achieved the recognition of all nuclear States in the world.

India is very much a part of the international market for trade of nuclear technology from which she was excommunicated
since the peaceful nuclear explosion of 1974. India is now a stakeholder in international security and non-proliferation regime.

During the period of cold war we had hostile relations with China. 3FR &l o7 3OSl YT i T o, df ST Hclols
Ig 161 T gl 38 & & fov IR g1 Ry o #HeT &, o SHe HAdolw g I8 § T 8 30 WS W g &
Arunachal Pradesh is a part and parcel of India and that has been steadfastly stated by the hon. Prime Minister of our
country. Not only that, all our dignitaries visited the State of Arunachal Pradesh in spite of opposition of the Chinese
Government. When Barack Obama feared to meet Dalai Lama, we gave assent to Dalai Lama to visit Arunachal Pradesh.
What does it speak of? It speaks of the autonomy of our foreign policy.

dord & TU-ART gE ORI o TgT aISeT WIS S A ARRI X I § F Ao g7 AN # ga & fow 3T
@l & 3R & e # R 910 8| Rgeael At o2r o1gt 8, o @S ey &7 ReAd | Ao o I8 a1 T
ol TIfRTl With the emergence of complex multi-polar world, try to understand Joshiji, the wall of cold war crumbled;
witnessed the resurgence of Asia. India is one of the giants in Asia.

At Farw g Tea : IR FAGR A1 &, dF Dol o e ST of o &, 3§ afug forr i
MR. CHAIRMAN: No crosstalk please. Mr. Chowdhury, please address the Chair.

At 3t ey : Rgeae o167 ¥ T€ 9157 A Rg AN gl Ig U Tolehl &, olfeheT AT & Tolell ¥l ST I1oT okl
%, a9 ST Ot g1 g fhdr & St =gt §

17.00 hrs.

With the emergence of complex multi-polar world, international politics has entered the context where the rules of the
international conduct, issues of technology, multilateralism, environment, terrorism, etc. are getting re-written. This needs to be
understood. India exudes remarkable stability and resilience in its political economy and international diplomacy.

Sir, inspite of the collapse of the international financial system, the carnage in Mumbai India has emerged victorious by
its dimplomatic manoeuvring we are a country which is maintaining the resilience of our economy. Sir, | would like to quote
our hon. Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh ji so that our Opposition can understand the basic tenets of our foreign policy. |
quote:

"Increased competition — internal and external — helps those who are strong enough to benefit from the new
opportunities. However, it can hurt those who are ill-equipped to face the challenges of competition. We must
adopt concerted measures both at the national and international levels for an equitable management of increased
global inder-dependence of nations. At the national level, the State must be modernized to create an environment
conducive to creativity and growth and also to ensure that the fruits of growth are fairly and equitably distributed."



India has been growing by its own stature not by the grace of any Superpower because India is destined to be emerged as a
Superpower in the generation to come.

17.01 hrs.
(Dr. Girija Vyas in the Chair)

I am coming from the State, West Bengal. | am happy that the relations between India and Bangladesh has been
strengthening with the passage of time. In this regard, this UPA Government has taken a number of bold initiatives which would
help in further strengthening of our relations, which is the need of the hour. In this regard, | would request the hon. Minister of
External Affairs that high priority should be given to address the outstanding issues, that is, the exchange of enclaves and
adverse possessions, delineation of the outstanding 6.5 kms. of our more than 4,000 kms. long border and construction of
flyover that will replace the Tin Bigha corridor, thereby permitting 24-hour access for Bangladesh and the electrification of the
Dahagram Angarpota enclave.

Insofar as border line is concerned, every now and then, there creates a short of turmoil and tension in the Indo-
Bangladesh border. If we are able to develop more coordination better BDR and BSF, more interaction could be done between
BDR and BSF, then, | think, the people who are living in the border area would be much benefited. In this regard, a few years
ago, a mechanism was devised, that is, coordinated simultaneous joint patroling by BDR and BSF at key points along our
common border. | want to know as to whether this devise has been implemented, if not, you may try to implement it the border
people are suffering from various reasons. BSF people are not proficient in Bengali language.

They cannot understand the nuances and complex nature of the local villagers.

Secondly, | would request the hon. Minister to see whether border trade could flourish in the Indo-Bangladesh area because
thousands of small, petty middle class traders used to earn their livelihood by trading between India and Bangladesh. If border
trade could be developed, then the entire scenario could be changed. | would hope that the hon. Minister will take very special
initiatives in this regard. | learnt that during the visit of the hon. Prime Minister of Bangladesh, some sort of discussion had
been held in regard to the border trade. If it is held, then the Murshidabad district which has the largest concentration of
Muslim population in the country should be given priority so that they could feel that the neighbouring country, Bangladesh is
their friend and we can develop trade between India and Bangladesh.

India, under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji and under the leadership of Madam Sonia Gandhi Ji, has been striding
ahead; there is no country under the Sun which is able to make us fear or to intimidate us.

With these words, | am concluding my speech.

*DR. PRASANNA KUMAR PATASANI (BHUBANESWAR):

There are two UN resolutions no. 1373 and 1267 under which every country is obliged to supports others in the investigation
and trial of terror related offences. These resolutions are equally binding on the USA. India and USA already have Extradition
Treaty and Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty. Realistically, in the light of all these mutual and international agreements the very
commitment of USA is also on test and let an impression not go that "USA is only interested in getting at terrorist groups that
harm its interests while showing scant regard for terrorist threats to India". After all the life of an Indian is equally important as
is the life of a US citizen. We are getting only mixed signals as to Whether USA will hand over David Headley to India or not.
Is there a reluctance to share because ISI would be conclusively exposed. USA needs to be reminded that the war against
terror does not admit of any selectivity. Equally on test is the self proclaimed achievement of the UPA Government that we are
having very good strategic relationship with the USA.

The Government is seeking to fulfill a hidden commitment to deliver a legislation which safeguards the interests of the United
States at the expense of the safety of the Indian people.

INDO-CHINA RELATION

Some salient observations from ground zero are as follows.



(ii)

(iii)

(viii)

1962, India lost huge tracts of land when the Chinese invaded recklessly occupying major land mass and the
bitterness of Nehru's failed Indo-China diplomacy looms large over the Nation. The irreparable loss both in terms of
dignity and geographical area remains a black spot post independence. the reminiscences of Nehruian policy are
amply visible today, which again eventually may end up costing the Nationa heavily. We fear that the present
policies of UPA on China are no different.

Successive Governments post 1962 and as recent as 1996 turned a deliberate blind eye to frequent incursions and
clandestine occupation of stragegic posts and locations in the mountainous Ladakh region.

Thousands of kilometers of metalled roads on the Chinese side marks a contrast to the abysmal infrastructure both in
terms of road communication and other basic logistical facilities. The demoralization on the Indian side is amply
visible. The Army & ITBP positioned to man the outposts in one of the most inhospitable terrain find their presence
and strength inadequate.

The disputed border markings, the LAC and the changing contours of Indus River and associated watershed leave
enough space for intrusion with forces manning them clueless about government's own stand.

China has devised zero conflict strategy using nomads and grazers to invade pasture lands and g razing grounds
inching quietly and providing a discreet protection to their nomads successfully unleashing a virtual creepy invasion.

Chinese have frequently succeeded in putting a spoke on infrastructure work on the Indian, even as recent as
preventing the construction of NREGA road in Demchuk and other areas at high altitude.

By failing to recognize the legitimate demands of the Ladakh region who simply have no similarity to the state of J&K,
the UPA governments has failed to connect to the strong Indianism in the Ladakhis who swear to recover every inch
of land lost to China. They today are victims of both Chinese aggression & Indian government's apathy.

The privacy imposed by the Indian government preventing Indians and other tourist to access the frontiers bordering

China without permit which stretches into thousands of miles and lakhs of square kilometer of snowy dessert has
kept the region deprived of public interaction. This has impeded the awareness of common Indian to the ground
realities on China front.

Simply since the Leh-Ladakh region is treated both by MHA, MoD & MEA as non-conflict zone, the presence of the
Army & other paramilitary force is miniscule and inadequate. The large tracts of unmanned land spread into
thousands of square kilometers leave enough space for intrusion.

The Bhubaneswar Passport Office be upgraded at the earliest.

Opening the way to Mansarovar from the Ladakh range which was the usual route and path of pilgrimate reduce the
visit to mere two days has been left ignored.

Therefore, | demand from Government to take necessary action in view of the above matter.



*SHRI NAMA NAGESWARA RAO (KHAMMAM):
| would like to to draw the attention of this august House some of the import issues regarding Ministry of External Affairs.

J0 We should improve our ties with our neighboring countries and the bilateral ties with China, Pakistan, Srilanka,
Bangladesh should be strengthened. In this context entire country reiterates our stand that Kashmir is the integral part
of the country.

&0 Our country has been suffering from the terrorist attacks originating from the neighboring country. Our Parliament has
been attacked. We should bring these countries to discussion table and convey the message that terrorism will not help
any country and we all should work towards development. Thos governments should sincerely work towards this
direction.

<0 After liberalization the country's growth and development is clearly visible to the world. We should work towards a goal
where our neighbours should also be partners to this growth. So | call upon the government to further strengthen
SAARC.

&0 "Look East Policy" initiated by Prime Minister Narasimha Rao in 1992 and Dr. Manmohan Singh has introduced our
new policy 'look west' to work with Middle East countries like Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE etc.

<0 The Gulf region, like South-East and South Asia, is part of our natural economic hinterland. We must pursue closer
economic relations with all our neighbours in our wider Asian neighbourhood. India has successfully pursued a "Look
East" policy to come closer to the countries of South-East Asia. We must, similarly, come closer to our western
neighbours in the Gulf.

&0 The attacks on Indian students styding in Australia have attracted global attention. This rabid cultural and racial
menace has attracted worldwide condemnation. Mr. Sravan Kumar Theerthala from my Constituency of Khammam was
hit with screwdriver and it has pierced through his head in his house at Melbourne in June 2009.

<0 Baljinder Singh, another student from India styding in Melbourne, was robbed and stabbed in his abdomen.
J0 Since then several attacks took place against Indians in Australia.

<0 To keep up the morale of the Indian students from Andhra Pradesh and India on the advise of our leader Shri Nara
Chandra Babu Naidu | along with my colleague from the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly visited Australia and met
the affected students there and also the opposition leaders in Melbourne parliament House to show our concern over the
attacks. | also met our embassy posted in our mission there and discussed this issue.

&0 Telugu Desam party and my Leader Shri Nara Chandra Babu Naidu wants the lives and property of Indians who are in
other countries safe land this government should take proactive steps to protect them.

J0 The WTO-GATT agreement was signed by us in 1995 and till now what has been agreed with regard to subsidy has
not been implemented and our farmers are not able to withstand the competition of the farmers from developed
countries. These countries provide a subsidy to the tune of 60% percent at the time signing the WTO agreement and it
was decided to bring down to 10% to their farmers. Where as we are giving only 2.4% subsidy to our farmers. We
should increase our subsidies to the level subsidy of 10%. However, this government has not sincerely worked towards
this direction and our farmers are still suffering.

& We should also explore in improving ties with African countries. These countries like us at one time were under
colonial rule and we in coordination with these countries should improve bilateral trade with these countries. There is a
lot of potential for bilateral trade.

In order to enhance the bilateral trade between India and African countries, the "Focus: Africa" Programme was launched



by Minister for Commerce and Industry on 31st March, 2002. But after 8 years there is no much development abroad and
further strengthened.

In the conclusion, | would call upon the government to take a note of all the issues which | have so far raised and | am
confident that these measures will greatly help the country to achieve remarkable levels of development. Hence, | again
request this government to implement these suggestions on priority without losing any precious time.

With these words | am concluding my speech.

SHRI ABDUL RAHMAN (VELLORE): Thank you very much for having given me the opportunity to participate in the discussion
on the Demands for Grants pertaining to the Ministry of External Affairs.

As | was a Non-Resident Indian in the UAE for the past 25 years, till early 2009 and as | had many opportunities of going and
visiting foreign countries, very particularly the region of the Gulf countries, | do clearly understand the problems that the Indian
citizens are facing in all those places, what are the boiling problems that they are having, what are their desires and what are
their inquisitiveness.

Most of the people, the Indian citizens going for jobs are found to be uneducated. In different platforms, they are cheated by
either agencies or by the sponsors who are taking them to different countries. Due to their ignorance, they are put behind the
bars. They are put in jails for long terms. They are not getting any assistance in adequate manner. Even after the judgment in
the courts, they are put in the jails; even after the period of imprisonment is over, they cannot get out of the jail and travel back
to India. There are poor people getting treatment in the Government hospitals due to the contagious diseases and the natural
health disorders. Though they are getting some assistance from specific Government hospitals, since they are not having
relatives or friends, they do not get proper and sufficient assistance.

We know very well Indian Embassies, Consulate Generals of India and different Indian Missions. Our authorities are very
much helpful to those who are stranded but up to what extent? In each and every Indian Mission, authorities are there but how
many people are there for assisting such kind of stranded people? There may be two or three executives or at the most four
people. Lakhs and lakhs of expatriates are there in certain countries. They are facing very serious problems. How do the
Indian Missions know what kind of assistance is to be given to those needy people and to redress such kind of grievances? To
alleviate the problems, Embassy authorities are helpful to some extent as | already noted. But the exact solution is that Indian
Missions should seek proper help, assistance and coordination from Indian business community, Indian philanthropists, other
Indian welfare units and dedicated social activists who are living in those countries. In these kinds of things the Indian Mission
should concentrate.

As a very good model, in the United Arab Emirates in Dubai, the Consulate General of India has made one committee



called Indian Community Welfare Committee (ICWC). They have formed this committee under the affiliation of the Consulate
General of India. They are inviting all business community of our country, other entrepreneurs, social activists and social
welfare units. With their assistance, coordination and cooperation, they are helping in time those who are stranded and
needy. | could recall the Consulate General of India in Dubai and those who have served there in an excellent manner. | could
see in the panel of Ministry of External Affairs here, Shri Sinhaji. He was Consulate General of India, Dubai. | could remember
Shri Venurajamani. He has recently been transferred to Delhi. They have been contributing through their excellent service for
the welfare of people by utilising their good experience in their office terms with the Government of India. If they consider
forming such kind of Indian Community Welfare Committees in most of the countries where our Indian expatriates are thickly
populated, it will be very much appreciable.

As per the announcement of our hon. Prime Minister, the voting right will be given to the Indian expatriates before the next
General Elections. These expatriates are eagerly waiting for this. We know what are the difficulties in implementing such kind
of things. But to hasten the process, if the Government of India take it on urgent basis, it will be much appreciable.

A welfare scheme should be there for repatriated Indians who have come back after spending so many years of their lives in
foreign countries. They are giving huge amount of foreign exchange. For such people, a welfare scheme has to be created by
the Government of India. In Sri Lanka now the war is over. Political settlement is to be made in an amicable manner. Now to
have a political settlement, the situation is very much feasible. Our Tamil people are still suffering in different camps. A few
months ago, our hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi, sent a delegation of Members of Parliament to
look into the situation prevailing in different camps. Accordingly, that delegation has given a proper picture not only to the
President of Sri Lanka but also to the Government of India through the Government of Tamil Nadu.

At that time the Government of India had announced a sum of Rs. 500 crore as aid to the Sri Lankan Tamils. But now as we
come to know from the speech of Shri Pinaki Mishra, an hon. Member from Orissa, that out of that Rs. 500 crore, only a sum
of Rs. 90 crore has been budgeted and out of that only Rs. 63 crore has been spent. | would like to take this opportunity to
request the Ministry of External Affairs and also the Ministry of Finance to extend this assistance to the Sri Lankan Tamils. The
Government may also consider looking at the ethnic population in countries like Singapore, Malaysia and Gulf countries in
order to facilitate these people to come and interact with the people at the Indian Embassies about their problems. The
Government may consider setting up an Ethnic Cell where you have staff who are having the mother tongue of those people
coming to the Embassies to interact with them with their problems. It will be help the poor people a great deal who would have
the opportunity to talk about their difficulties and grievances in their own language.

Sir, | would like to make a point in regard to the Haj quota. Due to increase in population and also due to economic growth, we
require more number seats. The demand is increasing every year. The Haj quota has to be increased keeping in view the
growth in population; particularly | would like to make a point about Tamil Nadu. The State is given a quota of 3000 people by
the Central Haj Committee. Now, the constituency that | represent, namely, the Vellore parliamentary constituency, has a very
big Muslim population and | think, a share of just 3000 seats would be insufficient for a constituency like Vellore itself, let alone
the State of Tamil Nadu. So, | would like to take this opportunity to request the hon. Minister of External Affairs to consider
increasing the number of Haj quota for the State of Tamil Nadu than what is being provided at this moment.

Sir, with these words, | support the Demands for Grants for the Ministry of External Affairs.

MADAM CHAIRMAN : | would like to remind the hon. Members that every Member would be given ten minutes to make their
speeches.

*SHRI C. SIVASAMI (TIRUPPUR): Madam Chairperson, India is one of the biggest democracies in the Comity of Nations. A
very good foreign relations and neighbourly relations are required for every nation to have growth and development, safety
and security. The multi-faceted growth would help our country to emerge as a strong power. Our country has assumed an

important place in the Asian Continent and is being closely watched by Asian countries. We are in the 63rd year of our
Independence. It calls for a soul searching as to whether we have succeeded in establishing very cordial relations with our
neighbouring countries. The answer will be an unpleasant 'no'. This only suggests that the time has come to have a re-look,
revisit and review our Foreign Policy.

We are not very sure about what kind of relations we are maintaining with the closest of our neighbour, the State of Sri Lanka.



It has become a daily ordeal and a continuing horror tale faced by our fishermen to have been shot at by the Sri Lankan Navy.
It has become a routine for the Sri Lankan forces to take away the catches of our fishermen and take them away to their
prisons.

It is not long back that they have killed lakhs of Sri Lankan Tamils who are of Indian ethnicity and origin. The Sri Lankan
military might had raised to the ground many of the hospitals and schools in Tamil populated areas. They did not spare even
children and women. They had let loose cruel attacks on the innocent people. On the one hand, the Sri Lankan Tamils
belonging to that soil were wiped out and on the other hand, those who managed to escape and became Internally Displaced
Persons were put in refugee camps. Whether the rehabilitation measures meant for them were carried out sincerely is a
million dollar question. Rs. 500 crore was allocated from our Union Budget last year for the relief and

rehabilitation work there. Even Rs. 90 crore has not been spent on the needy suffering people. Whether any purpose was
served by way of sending a team of our MPs is another moot question. The factual reply could be that nothing has come out of
it. The rehabilitation work goes on at a snail's pace. Even now hundreds of Tamils in the IDP camps are facing starvation
deaths. This only suggests that our foreign relations with Sri Lanka is a failure. Our foreign policy that discriminates the Sri
Lankan Tamils is condemnable. In order to promote Indo-Sri Lankan relations and to safeguard the interests of our fishermen,
we must get back the Katchativu Islet that was handed over to Sri Lanka. This is what our leader and the former Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu Puratchi Thalaivi Amma has been reiterating.

Have we normalized our relations with Pakistan? This is another question that needs to be answered with all sincerity.
The honest reply would be that we have miserably failed. Everyday, the Indo-Pak relations gets dented and gets deteriorated.
Such a situation prevails now. In 2008 Mumbai attack was carried out. Series of bomb blasts are taking place, Kashmir
problem is still haunting us, terrorists from across the border with their base either in Pakistan or Afghanistan are fomenting
trouble. All these factors are throwing a big challenge to strengthen Indo-Pak relations. All the sad episodes and incidents only
make us to resolve that we need to review our foreign policy pertaining to Pakistan.

Have we gained anything from our ties with the US? This is another question which needs to be analyzed. Has it
strengthened or helped our neighbourly relations with our neighbouring countries? Unfortunately, the reply can be a big 'no'.
As the saying goes, waking up the child and rocking the cradle is what the US is doing. It provokes Pakistan and India both
and watches the clashes. This is the ground reality. If the US is really concerned, then it must have contained and condemned
the extremist tendencies showing up its ugly head in Pakistan. It could have ensured very cordial relations. Even at a time
when there is a danger of nuclear weapons slipping into the hands of the terrorists, the US has not helped wholeheartedly to
normalize the Indo-Pak ties. We need to ask a question whether the US reflects truly the faith we have reposed in them.
Hence | would like to caution this Government about the Indo-US relations which we maintain as of now.

In Australia Indian students and establishments are being attacked. Our nationals are forced to flee and return to our
motherland. This sordid affair continues. But it is said that Indo-Australian relations are very cordial. Then we need to ask the
question as to why these attacks against the Indians are continuing there. It is paining to see such things when we term our
relations are smooth.

In our neighbouring countries like Nepal and Bhutan, it is reported that the Maoists who have resorted to violence are
having are their base camps. If these countries are real friends and are loyal to India, then they must not be seen to be
providing shelter to them creating conducive atmosphere for them. This, in fact, throws a very big challenge to our neighbourly
relations with these countries.

MADAM CHAIRMAN : Please conclude. There are almost 15 more Members to speak. The hon. Minister is scheduled to give
his reply at 6.30 p.m. Please be brief or you may lay your papers on the Table.

SHRI C. SIVASAMI : Our Indian workers who suffer injuries and lose their limbs and body parts are repatriated from some of
our so-called friendly countries without being compensated and deprived of insurance benefits. | urge upon the Union
Government to ensure that our migrant labour are adequately compensated when they meet with accidents in foreign
countries.

| would like to bring to the notice of the Government a strong apprehension lurking in our minds as to whether the
developed countries that include America are considering India to be a growing threat to them for it is acquiring a fast paced
economic growth due to the hard work put in by Indians meeting with development in various spheres of activity with a spirit of
humanitarian attitude to forgive even those who have harmed us. Is it that they consider it to be better for them to find India not
having good neighbourly relations with its neighbours?. Have we woken up at least after losing our eminent leaders like Smt.
Indira Gandhi and Shri.Rajiv Gandhi. In order to ensure a national growth to outsmart the developed countries, we must have
to re-vitalise our foreign policy revisiting and reviewing it. With this | conclude.



*SHRI J.M. AARON RASHID (THENI): Sir | raise to support this Demands for Grants of Ministry of External Affairs. | thank the
Hon'ble Minister for opening passport office in Madurai. | request the Tamil Nadu Government to open a sub office to facilitate
the poor citizens of Madurai, Trichy and Chennai.

Sir Tamil speaking people are living abroad and working abroad particularly in UAE, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Malasia,
Singapore, Far-East and Western countries; more than one crore south Indians are working abroad. They are sending their
salaries in foreign currencies. It accounts for more than one lakh and twenty thousand crore rupees but these foreign workers
are not taken care of. Thanks to that Government that they can send Rs.10,000/- worth of goods free of duty to their near and
dear ones but the courier companies like DHC, Blue Dart are not taking small packets of lakhs of lakhs of workers working
abroad who send their parcels during the festival seasons.

The fate of ordinary workers is very pathetic. They cannot grease the palms of the officers so that they are cleared. They are
not cleared in time. | request the External Affairs Ministry and Overseas Indian Affairs Ministry to intervene. | request the
custom officials to clear the small couriers of the workers immediately.

Sir, in Ceylon, Singapore, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Malaysia lakhs and lakhs workers are there but there is no Tamil
speaking officer in these Indian Embassies. If anybody goes on Friday evening they can enter only on Monday for their
repatriation.

Twenty four hours of emergency Office can be set up to facilitate the working forces abroad. Tamil speaking Indian Officers
can be posted there; visa charges should be abolished for the Indian origin people living aborad. In all these countries only
Hindi speaking Officers are in important positions. | plead with the Government to consider this.

With these words, | conclude by supporting this Grant.

SHRI PRABODH PANDA (MIDNAPORE): Thank you Madam Chairperson. | must thank the Chair first because we got an
opportunity to express our views with regard to foreign policy of our country in the form of discussion on the Demands for
Grants on the Ministry of External Affairs.

We are proud of our foreign policy of our Government. Our Government is not a subordinate country of any big power. It is
said earlier that our foreign policy is non-allignment. India led the Non-Alignment Movement. Our former Prime Minister Madam
Indira Gandhi led the Movement. She was the Chairperson of the Non-Alignment Movement. Our country had led the
developing countries and the Third world countries several times on several occasions.

What is the real position today? Are we following the same policy? Or are we gradually shifting day-by-day from our long
standing foreign policy? What is our attitude towards our neighbouring countries? Several Members have already pointed that
out. So, | do not want to reiterate all these things. We are getting marginalised. Are we in good terms with our neighbouring
countries, like Pakistan, Afghanistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bhutan? A lot of disputes are there which remain unsettled. Our
country is being victimised by various forces coming from the soil of the neighbouring countries, particularly Pakistan. What is
our attitude towards Afghanistan? Due to paucity of time, | do not want to deal with them in detail. But in short our great nation
is getting isolated and it is getting marginalised. India's record in moulding conditions in neighbouring countries is very poor.
Since the early eighties, India has got excessively identified with the Northern Alliance composed of Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and
other non-pashtun countries and backed by Iran and Russia.

What is the position today? What is our relation with Iran? We are gradually going to succumb to the pressure of the USA. So
many examples are there. It is a long debate. | am not going into the issues like the nuclear deal, the joint military venture with
the USA, the joint naval venture, the joint air venture and all these things. We have voted against Iran. Iran is a very close
friend. We have longstanding friendship with Iran. What is the attitude towards Iran? So far as Sri Lanka is concerned, India
withdrew the forces from Sri Lanka It is all right. About the settlement of the key issue with Sri Lanka, what is the sort of role
played by India now? So, all these things are involved.



India's strength does not and never can come from being a subordinate to the USA. So far as the Nuclear Bill is concerned,
the dagger is on our head, | mean the Act adopted in the US Congress. Now, one Bill is already pending. | am not going into
that. So, there are so many instances. Several hon. Members have already pointed out these things. Gradually, we are going
to succumb to the pressure of the USA. My point is that our country, the leaders and the External Affairs Minister in particular
should realise that the main strength of the world is changing. The USA wants to make a unipolar world. The situation is not like
that. The main strength does not lie in the Europe. The main strength does not even lie in the USA. The focus is gradually
shifting towards the East - India, Russia and China. We are getting close. Yes, we should do it....(Interruptions)

Madam, India's strength can never come from being a subordinate to the USA. It comes from having a voice in the
neighbourhood — West Asia, South Asia, China and Russia.. But, unfortunately, it is getting marginalised. The inability to
articulate a policy dear to the West Asian hearts, the voting against Iran at the IAEA at a politically critical time, the confused
policy in respect of Sri Lanka and Nepal - all these are there. The list is long.

I am now coming to some economic aspects. | will take only two minutes.

MADAM CHAIRMAN : Shri Panda, the allotted time is over.

SHRI PRABODH PANDA : | will take just one minute. If we look at the economic policy, it will be clear that we just want to
follow the same policy, which policy created the economic recession, the melt down situation in the USA. We are going to
pursue it. We are going to follow the open market policy. This Budget demonstrates to the NRIs in particular. It is a Budget
more to the NRIs rather than the Indians. The lowering of income tax rates is there. The norms of FDI have also been eased
and streamlined. All these things are there. The open market policy is being gradually strengthened....(/nterruptions) But
suffice it to say, the market economy can never be a substitute of sound diplomacy.

With these words, | express my grouse in this regard.

MADAM CHAIRMAN: | would like to remind the House that if the hon. Members have a long speech, they can lay their
speeches on the Table of the House.

* DR. RATTAN SINGH AJNALA (KHADOOR SAHIB) : Madam Chairperson, I am grateful to you for giving me the opportunity to
speak on the Demands for Grant (2010-11), pertaining to the Ministry of External Affairs.

Madam, sixty-two years have passed since we gained independence. We espoused a non-aligned foreign policy and suffered a lot due to
this. In 1962, China stabbed us in the back. It was a debacle. We were young and studied in the colleges. We used to raise slogans of
"Hindi-Cheeni, Bhai-Bhai" (Indians and Chinese are brothers). However, China brazenly attacked us in 1962 and occupied thousands of
square kms of our area. We failed to get back our area illegally annexed by China. Now, China has the audacity to claim that the entire
Arunachal Pradesh is theirs. The Deputy Commissioner of Leh in Ladhakh has said that the Chinese have put up boards on Indian soil
claiming it to be part of China. I am surprised that the Foreign Minister of India has not even cared to issue a statement on this sensitive
matter.

Madam, the Chinese are bullying us and browbeating us. But, the Indian Government has turned a blind eye to this problem. We should
not be afraid of Pakistan. But we must be very cautions and wary of the evil designs of China. However, we continue to feign as if our
relations with China are very rosy. Enemies must be given a befitting reply. Enemies do not understand the language of peace. We must
talk to China from a position of strength. China is also indulging in proxy-war against India. It is helping the Maoist insurgents in India.
Arms and ammunition are being smuggled into India through the porous Indo-Nepal border. Pakistan and China, both are helping the
divisive elements in India.

Madam, I reside near the Indo-Pak border. My house is only six kms away from the international border. Fake currency is being
smuggled into India in lakhs. It is a deliberate

mischief on the part of Pakistan to derail Indian economy. Drugs and narcotics are being smuggled through this border. Pakistan aims
to destroy the lives of Indian youths through its machinations.

Madam, a minister of the Central Government has welcomed people from Pak-occupied-Kashmir to come and settle in Jammu &
Kashmir. However, the Government keeps quiet regarding the Sikhs who are being hounded in Afghanistan and who are desirous of
coming and settling in India.



We had met the Hon. Minister when he had visited Amritsar. We asked him not to have two yardsticks. The Sikhs in Afghanistan are
people of Indian origin. There should not be two yardsticks — one for people of Pak — occupied — Kashmir and another for Sikhs of
Afghanistan.

Madam, the Sikhs are second to none so far as making sacrifices for the country is concerned. We were at the vanguard during the
freedom movement. But, the Sikhs are being ignored now. The Sikhs in Afghanistan were tortured and killed by fanatic elements. Their
property was looted. Their women were raped. They must be provided shelter by India.

Madam, thousands of people of Indian origin from Afghanistan have sought refuge in Delhi. They are crying out for justice. But, the
Indian Government has failed to provide them Indian citizenship. They are our own people. We must take care of them.

Madam, seventeen innocent Indians have been implicated in a false case in U.A.E. and awarded capital punishment. Hon. Dhindsa
ji visited those hapless Punjabi youths. The case dragged on for 15 months. But, the Indian embassy in U.A.E. did nothing during this
period to help these poor youths. I am grateful to the Prime Minister of India. We requested him to help these innocent youths. Now,
some legal assistance is being provided to these youths.

MADAM CHAIRMAN : Dr. Ajnala, your time is over.

DR. RATTAN SINGH AJNALA : Madam, I have just started.

MADAM CHAIRMAN Kindly wind up.

DR. RATTAN SINGH AJNALA : Madam, I have to raise many important points.
MADAM CHAIRMAN : Please be brief and to the point.

DR. RATTAN SINGH AJNALA :The Central Government is not helping the Sikhs and Punjabis. The Central Government is very quick
to help the Tamils in Tamil Nadu and also in Sri Lanka. So, why is it fighting shy of helping Sikhs and Punjabis in foreign countries. Are
they not Indians?

Madam, crores of rupees are spent on Haj pilgrims. However, when Sikh devotees want to visit their religions places in Afghanistan,
they are denied visas. We don't need doles of crores of rupees. But, at least provide us visas to visit our religious places in Pakistan.

Madam, injustice is being meted out to Punjabis and Sikhs. Thousands of our youths have been duped by greedy travel agents and
dumped in Spain, Italy and other European countries. The Pakistan embassy in these countries has taken steps to bring their youths
back. However, the Indian embassy in these countries are blissfully indifferent to the plight of our youth stuck up in these countries. In
fact, some officials are seeking bribes from these hapless youths. This is the depth of corruption.

Madam, these youths are sons of poor parents. Their parents had to sell off their land so that their sons could have a better future
abroad. But the agents duped them. These youths have been left in the lurch in foreign countries. They are languishing in prison. Hence,
the Government must come forward and bail out these youths and help them in their quest. There should be no double — standard. When
people of Pak-occupied — Kashmir can be helped by India, why not our own Punjabi youths?

Madam, I am happy to say that Punjabis have made a name for themselves wherever they have gone. In Canada, 9 Members of
Parliament are Punjabi. In Britain, 4 Members of Parliament are Punjabi. In Singapore, there are 2 Punjabi Members of Parliament.
And in Malaysia too, there are 2 Punjabi Members of Parliament. Punjabis have brought a good name for India wherever they have
gone. But, the Central Government has never provided our due to us. Grave injustice has been done to us.

Madam, I do not talk only about Punjabis. Wherever in the world, if people of Indian origin are in distress, it is the moral responsibility
of the Government of India to help them. The Government must provide relief and succour to Indians abroad if they are in trouble.

Madam, as far as foreign policy is concerned, if we cannot have good, friendly relations with our neighbours, we cannot sleep
peacefully. I am sorry to say, none of our neighbours is friendly towards us. Whether it is Nepal or Pakistan or China, no country has
friendly relations with us. Even Bangladesh, which came into existence due to our help, nurses anti-India feelings. Surely, something is
amiss somewhere in our foreign policy.

MADAM CHAIRMAN Dr. Ajnala, please wind up.

DR. RATTAN SINGH AJNALA : Madam, kindly grant me one minute more. Almost 3 to 4 crore Bangladeshi nationals are illegally
living in India. These are just rough estimates. The Government has turned a blind eye to this grave threat to our security. Many
Bangladeshis are caught in Punjab while trying to cross over to Pakistan. Things have come to such a pass. Hence, I appeal to the
Government to rectify the mistakes in its foreign policy so that the interest of India can be safeguarded.
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SHRI MADHU GOUD YASKHI (NIZAMABAD): Madam, the earlier speaker from the Opposition Party, Shri Pinaki Misra,
leveled a serious allegation that UPA-I and UPA-II is lacking the leadership in Foreign Policy. | do agree with him! | would like
to remind him the kind of leadership during the NDA regime that when the terrorists hijacked the Indian Airlines plane, the then

Foreign Affairs Minister 812 Jehga 3TIehalical I, 3o PNl ©IF R 3T |

We do not have that kind of leadership. The UPA Government is exhibiting the great leadership of the hon. Prime Minister, Dr.
Manmohan Singhiji. Without signing the NPT or CTBT, we have got the Nuclear Deal through. We are building the nuclear
power. The Prime Minister's visit to BRIC countries, to G-8 and G-20, Brazil, and South Africa has been a great success.
There is no statesman like Dr. Manmohan Singhiji.

When our Prime Minister speaks at the world forums, the whole world listens to him, all leaders listen to him. When the world
economy was crumbling, under his leadership the Indian economy stood up. Our economy is still progressing with over seven
per cent GDP growth. That is the kind of leadership the UPA Government is exhibiting and not the kind of leadership, the NDA
had — compromising with the terrorists.

Jj?»ﬂ'q?:r ﬁ{‘: S e I%’ ¥ & HlT 3mIF s %’ , who is your friend? The Foreign Policy of the UPA Government is to
promote furtherance of national interest but not political interests. 319X C@@f % T T T%' %’ the UPA Government is trying
to douse them. It is involved in the development of Afghanistan but not like the NDA; when the US was attacking Iraq, the NDA
was ready to send Armed Forces to Iraq. The Foreign Policy of the UPA Government is to build Afghanistan, to build Pakistan
and to build our other neighbouring countries including Sri Lanka. Our Foreign Policy was recently outlined by our own
Foreign Secretary.

Our focus in Afghansitan is on their development. The greatest threat to peace and stability in our region emanates from the
terrorists who are taking shelter in the borders of Afghanistan and Pakistan. The main focus of the recent international
conference held in London last month, was on security, reintegration, development, governance, regional and international
cooperation.

We are building roads power projects and hospitals in Afghanistan. We are also offering educational opportunities to the
Afghan students. We have also started dialogue with Pakistan. The clear cut approach and the policy of the UPA Government
is the national interest and not the political interests.

Madam, we have 168 Missions/Posts abroad. There is a global challenge for them. They are doing multiple tasks. We have the
diplomats in these Missions/Posts. But we have less staff, particularly in connection with promotion of trade and labour related
issues, more so in the Gulf region. There is a less staff. Counsel for Labour has no staff. These poor workers who have gone
for employment in these regions are being exploited by those companies. | would, therefore, urge upon the hon. Minister to
strengthen the staff to meet the new challenges faces by these Missions; and also increase the staff in these Missions. Most of
the local staff in these Missions — | have seen it myself — are not having any medical facilities. They are not paid enough



salaries to meet their ends. So, the Government should think of increasing salaries of local employees too.

Madam, on the potential of Indian Diaspora, we always talk about the involvement of Chinese Diaspora in China's economic
development. But still, we have not been able to tap the potential of the Indian Diaspora, which they exhibited when the foreign
currency reserves was facing problems. With India Resurgent Bonds, Indians came to the rescue of the Government. Even if
you look at the remittance by the Indians, particularly in the Gulf and other countries, as per the statistics of 2005, it was over
27 billion dollars compared to FDI in that particular year, which was hardly 3.7 billion dollars. So, | would urge upon the hon.
Minister to look upon not only the NRIs particularly those settled in the Gulf regions but also set up a Fund to help those who
are staying illegally, and who are being exploited by the companies.

18.00 hrs.

I would request the Ministry to strengthen these Labour Department Councils so that they come to their rescue. Most of the
time, they face problems.

MADAM CHAIRMAN : Hon. Member, wait a minute.

Hon. Members, it is six o' clock. | have a list of nine more speakers to speak on this Demand for Grants. If the House agrees,
the time of the House may be extended till the conclusion of this discussion.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
MADAM CHAIRMAN: So, the time of the House is extended till the conclusion of this discussion.
SHRI MADHU GOUD YASKHI : Now, | would like to make some suggestions.

Particularly the neighbouring countries' projects which were initiated, most of these projects are stopping at Detailed
Project Report level. So, steps should be taken to complete these projects instead of stopping them at that level. Also,
regarding the policy on line of credit, a more transparent policy should be looked into.

Regarding Publicity Division, those publications have to be looked into. Also, they should have a think tank in the MEA. |
myself was a member for the past five years in the Indian Council of World Affairs. The Sapru House has a huge
infrastructure facility. To use those facilities and strengthen the ICWA, there is a need to have a think tank in the MEA itself.

The public diplomacy, which is initiated, is a great initiative by the Ministry, taking people from the various sectors to
Afghanistan and other countries. It will definitely help in normalizing the relations.

| would like to stress upon functioning of the Regional Passport Office. The Tatkal programme, which is started by the
Ministry, is a great programme. People, who are in urgency, can get the passport. But it is taking 2-3 weeks' time. We have
30 RPOs but more offices should be opened up. The orientation programme initiated by the RPO in Hyderabad at various
district levels has helped a lot.

MADAM CHAIRMAN: Madhu Goud Ji, please conclude.
SHRI MADHU GOUD YASKHI : | will take one minute and complete it.

These initiatives will help the people who are going abroad for studies and employment. So, steps should be taken to open up
more RPOs.

Lastly, | would conclude by saying that thousands of Indians are stranded due to the Iceland volcano explosion. | urge upon
the Ministry to use funds from the account of Disaster Management whereby they can come up to help those Indians who are
stranded and struck up in different countries.

Madam, Chairpereson, with these words, | support the Demand for Grants of the Ministry of External Affairs.

DR. MIRZA MEHBOOB BEG (ANANTNAG): Madam, | heard the hon. Members from both sides. | heard Dr. Joshi Ji. | heard
Members from the Government benches. | think the truth lies somewhere in between because we have stopped, | think, talking
to Pakistan. Unfortunately, because the more we delay our talks with Pakistan, the State, which will be more hit, is the State of
Jammu and Kashmir. You know it better.



18.03 hrs.
(Dr. M. Thambidurai in the Chair)

If we go on talking about Bombay attack, even on that we will have to talk to Pakistan so that things are sorted out and sorted
out once for all. Since we are not talking to Pakistan, even internal dimensions of Kashmir issue, we talked about quiet
diplomacy but unfortunately, it has been given a quiet burial and even moderate Hurriyat people have said that there is nothing
like quiet diplomacy which is harming the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

Madam Gandhi is sitting here. She gave us a wonderful gift last year. It was that the Srinagar Airport was declared as an
international airport. Air India started a flight between Srinagar and Dubai and it was a very welcome thing. But unfortunately,
for no reasons known to us, that international flight has been suspended and Srinagar Airport continues to be an international
airport and no international flight operates from Srinagar Airport.

So far as | know, even places like Goa and Kerala, the chartered flights can land there but unfortunately even after declaring
Srinagar Airport as the international airport, no international flight is operating from Srinagar Airport.

We could engage ourselves with Pakistan, because we are a liberal democratic secular country and democracy is flourishing
here. We talked to Pakistan even when Pakistan was ruled by an Army dictator. There was an Army person who was ruling
Pakistan and we started a dialogue which was wonderful. But now that there is a so-called democratic Government placed in
Pakistan, which is ruling Pakistan, we have stopped talking to them. Unfortunately, as | said, we are hit the worst.

Dr. Joshiji, all the road connectivity that we have had before 1947 has been shut down. We had Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road
which was opened up, but unfortunately, the trade, the business is so slow. For those who want to see their relatives in the
other part of Kashmir, getting visa and passport are so complicated a procedure that very few people have been able to take
advantage of this opportunity. | would request you to make easier, to make simpler the complicated visa and passport
procedures so that the people of the State of Jammu and Kashmir can really take advantage of the facility provided to them to
go across and meet their relatives in that part of Kashmir.

We felt choked because the only link we have with the rest of the world and the rest of the country is Srinagar-dJammu
Highway and all other roads like Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road, like Jammu-Sialkot road, like Kargil-Skardu road, stood closed
down. As a result, our economic activities have come to a standstill. There was a time when Kashmir trade and business
flourished because we had very good relations with Central Asia. There was a definite policy and we had very good relations
and our economic activities were at its peak.

Even when we talk about China, we have to have a definite policy in place because our relations with China are also affecting
the people of Jammu and Kashmir. If you recall, a few months ago, China said that Kashmiris do not need visa to travel to
China and there was no reaction from the Government of India unfortunately. Imagine, if this thing had come from Pakistan,
we would have almost annihilated Pakistan. China even ftried and said that we cannot construct a road on our side of Jammu
and Kashmir, which is in Leh. | do not know what happened to that road. | would request the External Affairs Minister to have a
definite policy in place and take the entire House into confidence so that we know how good relations we have developed or
we are trying to develop with Pakistan in particular and with China.

Before concluding | would talk about SAARC. We do not know whether SAARC is functioning at all or not. We have to make it
effective so that we are on a very right path.

SHRI MOHAMMED E.T. BASHEER (PONNANI): Mr. Chairman Sir, thank you for giving me this opportunity.

We have been discussing about India's foreign policy and its success. | would like to say that those critics of India's foreign
policy have miserably failed in analyzing the courage, strength and diplomacy of our country. If anybody feels that any
country, whether it is a rich country or not, can swallow India like a small capsule, they are mistaken. India is becoming a
global leader and the entire country can be proud of it. Of course, we must say good bye to our inferiority complex in this
regard.

As far as our foreign policy is concerned, we can very well realize that the policies adopted by Panditji is still continuing
unhampered. Of course, as | stated earlier, this country is progressing well and its international relations are really stable.

Within the short time allotted to me, | would just make an important point about the passport.



Sir, a friend of mine was saying about one point. The passport applications are increasing day by day. We know that in 2009
we have issued 50.28 lakh passports whereas in 1979-80 it was 8.51 lakh. It means there is an increase of 94 per cent. The
demand for passport is increasing. The reason is also there. Countries like Saudi Arabia have liberalised the family visa
conditions. In addition to employment, people are travelling for pilgrimage, tourism and things like that. Besides this, passport
has become compulsory for Haj also. What | am suggesting is this. We are having 37 passport offices. There was a proposal
previously that some 77 Passport Seva Kendras will be opened,. that is to do preliminary work for the passport. Unfortunately,
that has not been implemented. | think the Cabinet has given clearance for that. | suggest that that also may be done properly.
The shortage of staff is also adversely affecting the work in the passport offices. Proper care may be taken up in that regard
also.

Finally, | want to talk about the alternative economic method; | mean the Finance and the banking system. Even though it is not
closely connected with the Ministry of External Affairs, when we are discussing all the international collaborations on the
economic front, | say that in addition to political diplomacy, economic diplomacy is also to be there. We have to realise one
thing. When we hear about Islamic banking and things like that, there is no need to have any kind of allergy to that. Many
countries in the world such as Britain, France, Hong Kong, Singapore, US, Thailand, Japan, Australia, China, Korea, Belgium
and Sri Lanka are entering into this field in a very big way. We have to realise this.

By 2020 the Middle-East investment may go up to nine trillion dollars around the world. Similarly, we have to understand about
America's development after 9/11. Some 800 billion dollars of Arab money has been flown from American banks. We have to
realise what is happening.

Sir, what | am suggesting is that India should tap all these chances and we should not have any kind of different method to
that. What | am suggesting is that we have to think loudly about that. | am of the opinion that India should give a red carpet
reception for this Islamic Banking. We should have a different thinking in that. It is the alternative banking with ethics. It has no
hooks. It is a banking system with ethics and which is value-based and it has no fabricated economic basis. | think that it will
be the best model to be adopted.

Sir, | have one last point to make about the staff to be appointed in the Indian Embassies. My friend Shri Sampath was saying
about that. In the Indian Embassies we have no Malayalee-speaking officers. You know that some 2.5

million Malayalee workers are there in the Gulf countries. Unfortunately, in the Embassies there are no Malayalee officers. As
suggested by my friend, | also request that Malayalee officers should be appointed in the Indian Embassies.

With these few words, | conclude.

SHRI M.I. SHANAVAS (WAYANAD): Thank you Mr. Chairman, Sir. At the fag end of this discussion, | do not know how much
I will be able to present here. | do not know whether | will be able to present even a single point here. Anyway, | know the
constraints of the time also.

I have been hearing the speeches that have been put forward especially from the Opposition Benches. We can understand
the representatives of the Opposition criticizing the Government, the Ministers and those in the Treasury Benches. But | am at
a loss to understand that the Opposition Parties, in order to criticize the Treasury Benches, are trying to belittle the great
country that is India. Unfortunately, they are saying that India is small, India has become an agent of the United States, India
has got no power. Respected Shri Mulayam Singhji was asking as to who are our friends, meaning we have got no friends.
Mulayam Singhji, very humbly | tell you. We have got no enemies and no country will dare to be India's enemy because that is
the greatness of India.

Now, everybody is saying that we have become a stooge of the United States of America. When there was the Cold War,



when there were two Blocs — the Communist Bloc and the Anglo-American Bloc — Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru took the decision
that we should have a Non-Aligned policy.

Till now, under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh and Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, the Government of India, the UPA
Government is following the policy of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. This policy originated in the year 1925 when Indian National
Congress formed a Foreign Affairs Committee. Since then, we have been following this policy.

The Communist Bloc was dispersed when the communism collapsed. In 1989, the Berlin Wall collapsed. In 1991, the
Gorbachev issue came and the Soviet Union collapsed. Even then, India stood steadfast in this world with the vigorous strength
which Pandit Jawarharlal Nehru had given to us.

We signed Indo-US Treaty. The US wanted us to sign the NPT. They wanted to put so many conditions also. But under the
able leadership of Shri Pranab Mukherjee and Dr. Manmohan Singh, we withstood all the pressure of America. Now
everybody was saying that we have become a ...x of America. It was specially our Communist friends who were asking this.
Why? It is because they thought that the minority community in this country was against George Bush. Then, we said that the
term of George Bush was going to be over and we would never compromise the interests of this country. India has never
compromised the interests of this country. | tell this august assembly that the greatest diplomatic feat that the last UPA
Government had achieved was the Indo-US Treaty and the NSG clearance because without NSG clearance, we could never
have gone for nuclear energy progress. | may tell this august House that in 2050, our energy gap would be of more than
400,000 MW. Now, before signing the treaty with US, we signed the treaty with France and then came in Russia.

We have got 19 nuclear reactors in this country. A canard is being spread that these nuclear reactors will burst and the whole
country will go to hell. | may tell that no nuclear reactor will burst. Though small accidents have taken place, but never in the
history of the world have nuclear reactors burst. They are built in such a way that they should sustain it. They are not meant
for explosion. Nuclear bombs and nuclear devices are meant for explosions. Even that Nuclear Liability Bill is not being brought
here. We cannot bring it here. There are 19 reactors. Suppose, a small accident happens, there is no way the civilians will get
any benefit.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, through you, | would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister of External Affairs to the fact that there
are two million people from Kerala who are working outside India, especially in the Gulf. They face so many problems. These
problems have to be addressed. Some of them are coming back to Kerala, to India. There are two crore Indians outside. Hon.
Prime Minister had declared that adult franchise will be given to them and they will be allowed to cast their votes. Unfortunately,
a member of the Election Commission recently told in Kerala that it would be very difficult. | congratulate the hon. Prime
Minister and the UPA Government for the initiative they have taken to see that all our friends, who are working and toiling hard
outside India, are given their due.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude now.
SHRI M.l. SHANAVAS : There is one more aspect which | want to present before the Government.

Now, enumeration, the Census work is going on. In this Census Indians who are outside India are not included. | would
request the Government to take steps to see that our brothers and sisters, who are working outside, are included in this
Census.

With these words, | conclude and thank you.

*SHRI PRASANTA KUMAR MAJUMDAR (BALURGHAT) : There was a time when the foreign policy of India was appreciated by all
the nations of the world. The reason behind was the Non-Aligned Movement or NAM. Who had initiated this movement? It was the
Indian National Congress which had mooted the proposal and initiated the movement. In 1954 in Colombo, the then Prime Minister Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru had announced the beginning of NAM. Later in various summits of Indonesis, Belgrade, it was decided that Non-
Aligned countries would not be a part of the cold war and would not be a partner of any of the blocs — it was decided that they would not
join hands either with capitalist America or Communist Russia. At that time India had pledged to fight in the interest of the common
people, the ordinary world citizens; for the development and progress of the neutral world. As a result, India had a special and high
status — everybody had appreciated her role in world politics.

But what has happened to our foreign policy today? Why have we fallen from grace? We must ponder over this. We are all aware that
with changes in economic policies, foreign policies also transform. In 1993 when India adopted the policies of liberalization and free
market, we began to side with the capitalist world, with the handful of developed countries. Since then we began to have less cordial
relations with the developing states and today India no longer leads the world. Today Brazil's President has occupied a more significant
position. The countries of the Middle East are no longer close to us because we are drifting apart and aligning with USA. Please have a
relook at it. Our relations with the neibhbouring countries are souring gradually; Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Pakistan no



longer trust us whole — heartedly. We must assess this current scenario. Though the smaller SAARC countries still have respect for us
but this is

for the only reason that India is a bigger power — economically and culturally better off. Thus they are afraid of us; but this is not
proper. We have to have warm relationships with all the developing countries and spearhead the progressive movement which Congress
party had done in those days of Nehruji. Though in the eighties, there was a shift in ideology during Indira Gandhi's regime. Today there
are certain lapses; there is a huge gap among all the developing countries. India is hobnobbing more and more with capitalist nations and
is misinterpreting her relations with China. In the coming years, only China will come to our help. We have to work in tandem with the
socialist countries of the world, not with the capitalist super power. If India does not have this viewpoint, it will be extremely difficult
for our country to surge ahead successfully, to develop and progress.

India has signed the Nuclear Treaty. Many Hon. Members have mentioned that this treaty is very useful to us. They might be correct.
But in case of nuclear accidents, who is going to compensate for the damage and devastation. The Nuclear Liability Bill is in the offing.
If accidents occur, who is to pay for the damage? The nuclear reactor suppliers will pay only Rs.500 crores while the rest of the burden
will have to be borne by the Government of India. Have we forgotten the Bhopal gas tragedy? We must recall what happened there after
the accident.

So as we are moving towards the capitalist countries, we are going far from our genuine partners. Thus I want to say that we need to
develop cordial relations with our neighbouring countries with whom we are to interact everyday. If we don't have better neighbours,
our foreign policies can never be successful. We should take care of the nations whom we survice with. This point should not be
overlooked. Hon. Minister must keep this in mind.

With these few words, I conclude my speech.

SHRI ASADUDDIN OWAISI (HYDERABAD): Sir, the last six months have been very eventful, as far as India's foreign policy
is concerned, which include the hon. Prime Minister's visit to Washington for Nuclear Security Summit, visit to Brazil for the
BRIC Summit and the ISBA Summit, the visit of Prime Minister to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the subsequent Riyadh

Declaration of 18t March, 2010, Joint Statement of Ministers of ISBA on the status of Middle East, Joint Declaration between
India and Russia to further strengthening their ties, and then BIMSTEC Convention on Combating International Terrorism and
Drugs, to which the hon. External Affairs Minister went to Myanmar on December 17.

As there is paucity of time, | will just limit myself to three points. The first point is on passports. In this year's budget, there is a
four per cent decrease in the passport budget. In our State, the Hyderabad Regional Passport Office has the distinction of
issuing the largest number of passports in India. Last year, they issued three lakh passports, and this year it might go beyond
four lakhs. The problem in Hyderabad Regional Passport Office is that there is a huge shortage of staff. That is why, people
are worried. We are getting a bad name over there. Added to this thing is that countries like the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, US,
New Zealand, Australia and Kuwait are insisting on police clearance certificate which they have made mandatory, that too they
are saying it should be country-specific. Now, this has added more burden on the passport office. | can say with full
responsibility that in Hyderabad, Lucknow and Bengaluru, people are queuing up to get this police clearance certificate from
three o'clock in the morning. | would like to know what the hon. Minister is doing. This has been going on from the last nearly
two-and-a-half months. Why is it that things are not moving in his department? When people are queuing at three o'clock in
the night, what are the regional passport offices doing? Why can a note verbale not be issued by the Ministry of External
Affairs to all these foreign Embassies and Missions that we will issue one police clearance certificate which will be good
enough for all foreign countries and which would be valid for two years? That is not being done. | hope the hon. Minister will
take into consideration my request to him.

Second point is that India always stood by the Palestinian cause. India has always stood with Arab countries. But what we see
now is that when it comes to Israeli aggression, the barbarism of Zionism, India has always used soft words. Why has there
been a sudden shift in our policy towards Palestinian people? This Government is a different Government than what P.V.
Narasimha Rao stood for. That process was started there. Israel is building settlements in Jerusalem. Israel is doing
suppression and violence in Gaza, and the language used by our External Affairs is "we urge Israel". Why do we not condemn
Israel? Why do we not condemn the Zionist aggression? This is what we want to hear. We have stood by them.

Another point on this issue is that India has raised the relationship with Israel to strategic and secret level. Take the example, in
2006, we purchased UAVs. From 2006 till now, | say with all the responsibility, the UAVs are lying in cold storage why
because the Israelis have not given us the cameras. No open bidding is done for the Israeli defence project. Why should this
corruption be allowed?

Third point, the visit of the Prime Minister to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has been heralded as a new chapter in India-Saudi
relations. The BJP people talk about saying what the change has been in NDA time and UPA time. In UPA time, we find King



Abdullah saying very categorically that India need not worry about its energy needs or deficit; we will stand by India. That in
itself is a great and huge assurance given by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. My request to the Minister is that even during the
late Indira Gandhi's time, which was a historic visit, bilateral agreements were signed and kept in cold storage. | would request,
through you, Sir, the Minister to form a nucleus group of various departments like Commerce, Education, etc., and let them
work so that these agreements can be put into practice.

Last point is about this Haj Goodwill Delegation. For God's sake, stop this political patronage of unemployed politicians. You
stop this thing; Rs. 6 crore or Rs. 7 crore that is being spent on this is a criminal waste. That money can be given to poor
Muslim girls. Stop this thing; it is of no use at all. We have an Indian Ambassador; we have a Consul General. They can
represent India. This Haj Goodwill Delegation comprising of 30 unfit, misfit Muslims who go there are taken care of by the
Indian Embassy, whereas their job should be to take care of the poor Hajis.

Lastly, about this Haj subsidy, the demand has been raised from the BJP as to why Haj subsidy is being given. | have no
problem, if all religious subsidies are taken away. Let it be taken away; we have no problem.

It will not stop Muslims of India performing Haj. When you talk about Haj subsidy, you do not talk about the Kumbh Mela
subsidy. What sort of discrimination is this...(/nterruptions)

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI (VARANASI): There is a tax on Kumbh Mela Yatris.

SHRI ASADUDDIN OWAISI : | also pay income-tax as an Indian. Do | not pay income-tax? | am not exempted, Shri Joshi. |
pay tax, he also pays tax. What | am saying is that let us finish this subsidy. Why should we have subsidy? | have no problem
at all. ...(Interruptions) | am concluding, Sir. It is not even two minutes.

MR. CHAIRMAN : You have already taken five minutes.

SHRI ASADUDDIN OWAISI : Let me just conclude. | know you have got paucity of time. The point is about rebuilding of
Afghanistan. The Outcome Budget of the External Affairs says that Rs.442 crore were given and till December, only Rs.100
crore were spent. Why are such things happening? With this, | thank you and | support the Demands.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Thokchom Meinya to speak. As you requested, we are giving you two minutes.

DR. THOKCHOM MEINYA (INNER MANIPUR): | will lay the rest of the speech on the Table of the House, after | speak two
minutes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: If you want to lay it, you lay it. Laying of part speech cannot be allowed. You can speak for two minutes
otherwise you can lay it on the Table of the House.

DR. THOKCHOM MEINYA : Thank you very much, | will just highlight the points.

At the very outset, | would like to say that our foreign relation is important for us. India is doing no doubt very well. By putting
like this, | am not going to dwell upon, in an elaborate way, the achievements of our foreign policy. At the moment, | do simply
highlight some of the few things pertaining to North-East India from where | have come.

We are all aware that the international boundaries, the Indo-Myanmar boundary right from Arunachal Pradesh to Mizoram, we
have a very peculiar situation going on there. One thing is that almost all the international boundary pillars have been removed
or shifted to other side. And in that process, we are losing the 'no man's land' from our Indian territory. This is happening
because the same type of people, having the same religion and speaking the same language, they have settled together. Even
their children are married to one another. So, for the solution to this problem, we have to insist on certain humanitarian
grounds because it is very peculiar. We are not fighting for it among others. We are having the same type of people staying,
same language spoken, same religion is being practised from Arunachal Pradesh to Mizoram. And the same is true for Indo-
Bangladesh border also. We speak same language and even the children are married to one another from either side.

The last point | would like to mention about the Look East Policy. | wish that this policy is still vigorously pursued. Why | say
this is because | am coming from the East and | do not mind, if at all, | always look to the West. | seek the indulgence of the
hon. Members, brothers and sisters here in the House, that please try to look East when we look West. And let us try to look
East in the Look East Policy, which is the best one and it will go all the way from India to the rest of the country. And in the
Look East Policy, | propose that Japan should also be included.
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SHRI S.M. KRISHNA: Mr. Chairman, | would like to thank all the hon. Members who have participated in this discussion on the
functioning of the Ministry of External Affairs. The foreign policy of a country has three pillars. One is to safeguard the
enlightened interest of our country; secondly, to extend the areas of friendship with other countries, both in our neighbourhood
or the immediate neighbourhood or in an over-reaching neighbourhood. And the third one is to protect the sovereignty of the
country.

India like through Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's time, we have fiercely pursued an independent foreign policy. When the Cold
War was at its peak, | remember, the great leader, Shrimati Indira Gandhi, when asked by the Press Corps as to which way
she tilted, whether you are tilting to the left or to the right she said, we stand erect; we don't tilt to the left or the right.

We led, along with other like-minded nations, the Non-Aligned Movement in the world. | remember when | was studying in the
US, John Foster Dulles, who was then the Secretary of State in the US, dubbed India's foreign policy of non-alignment as
something which is to be rejected totally. But as time passed by, countries began to understand, after evaluating the pros and
cons of pursuing an independent foreign policy.

There have been a number of speakers who have made very valuable contributions; and there have been speeches which
have been critical of the way the External Affairs Ministry has been functioning, in terms of its policy parameters. | take those
criticisms very seriously and perhaps try to reflect as to whether they have any justification in the light of our past experience,
in the light of what we see things are happening in this world, whether there is any need for us to go in for a course
correction, midway through our policy.

Let me refer to certain important points which have been touched about in this debate. My esteemed friend, Shri Murli
Manohar Joshi opened the debate. He referred to the need for an integrated approach to foreign policy, which is closely
aligned with our security and developmental interests. Nobody can take exception to this perception. We totally agree with this
concept, that the foreign policy must have the security of the country as the core; only when security is ensured, we can think
of developmental interests.

I would like to assure Shri Murli Manohar Joshi that our foreign policy is dynamically integrated with our security and
developmental interests. Our goals are, by no means, hazy; they are indeed very clear and well-defined; and we wish to
safeguard and to ensure our security and pursue the agenda of development that we have taken upon ourselves.

Terrorism is one of the most crucial questions that we, as a country, have been able to fight. Terror is always the one which is
not in the interest of the country. But we cannot choose, when terror is unleashed from across the country. All that we can do
is to fight that terror. | recall the statement made by the Prime Minister on this very floor — perhaps we can choose our friends,
but we cannot choose our neighbours.

Willy-nilly Pakistan happens to be our neighbour but nonetheless in the recent past, efforts have been made by India to
open up with Pakistan so that we will be in a position to bring them to talk about terror and then convince them that once the
question of terror is addressed by Pakistan, then certainly certain other things will automatically follow. The talks were going on
till that crucial attack on Mumbai. India certainly could not have continued with the talks, composite dialogue. So we had to
suspend the composite dialogue. Then we had to take other recourse in order to convey the righteous indignation of the
people of this country. It was duly conveyed to Pakistan and very recently we again took another initiative on our own, not at
prodding of some other country but on our own and that was to invite the Foreign Secretary of Pakistan to come to India so
that we could have some talks. Then, the idea of inviting the Foreign Secretary of Pakistan was to convey our serious
concerns about terror that is being unleashed from across the border. While we conveyed whatever was needed to be
conveyed to the Foreign Secretary of Pakistan, we have agreed with the Foreign Secretary that we should keep our contacts
so that at a future date there could possibly be a return visit of our Foreign Secretary to Pakistan.

Good relations with our neighbours is one of the vital components of our foreign policy. Peace and development in our



neighbourhood is essential for our own progress within the country. We have a very constructive and positive dialogue with
our neighbours — Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives and Afghanistan. With Pakistan, as | just mentioned our
core concern is the mitigation and removal of terrorism. We want Pakistan to do much more on this front and we have
communicated this in our communication with Pakistan as during the recent Foreign Secretary level talks.

A few Members have made a reference to our policy in Afghanistan. India and Afghanistan have a strong relationship
based on historical and cultural links. India is actively engaged in assisting the Government of Afghanistan in the
reconstruction and development of their country as a means to bringing about stability in Afghanistan. As neighbour of
Afghanistan, India cannot remain immune from the developments there. Instability and extremism in the region impacts India's
security and development.

Conversely, a peaceful, stable, democratic and prosperous Afghanistan sends a powerful signal to the entire region and
beyond. India will, therefore, continue its efforts in assisting the Government and people of Afghanistan towards restoration of
stability, reconstruction and development in that country.

Our Government attaches the highest priority to relationships with Nepal. This is evident from the fact that my predecessor Shri
Pranab Mukherjee visited Nepal in November, 2008 and | myself visited Nepal in January, 2010. Both of us met with President
Dr. Ram Burman Yadav and Prime Minister Mr. Madhav Kumar Nepal visited India in August, 2009 during which we
announced an assistance package of about Rs. 2000 crore, which is being implemented. This includes border roads,
Integrated Check Posts and two rail links. To discuss security issues, the Home Secretaries of India and Nepal met in
Kathmandu in December, 2009 and Home Minister of Nepal visited India in January, 2010. Besides this, the Defence Minister,
the Foreign Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Physical Works and Planning of Nepal, Chief of Army Staff of
Nepal have visited India. In addition, Foreign Secretary, Commerce Secretary, Civil Aviation Secretary and Water Resources
Secretary have had fruitful meetings. Dr. Ram Burman Yaday, the President of Nepal paid a State visit to India recently in
February 2010. Contrary to what has been conveyed, besides meeting with hon. President, Vice President and Prime Minister
of India, the Finance Minister, the Home Minister and | myself had the privilege of calling on him. So, | was really surprised
when Shri Mulayam Singh Yadav made the comment that we have not been taking Nepal seriously. On the other hand, | would
like to say that our engagement with Nepal has been intense and, perhaps, more than with any other neighbour.

Sir, now | come to our relations with China. China is our largest neighbour. There are complex issues in our relationship with
China, especially the outstanding boundary question. We believe that dialogue and negotiation are the best ways to resolve
outstanding issues with China. Peace and tranquillity are being maintained in the border area with China. We have been open
and candid in conveying our concerns to China about such issues as “stapled visas'. But the existence of such problems only
underscores the need for us to resolve them not from confrontation but through dialogue and communication. The trade and
economic content of our relationship has grown by leaps and bounds in recent years. The mechanism of high level political
contact and dialogue has helped to deepen mutual understanding. Co-operation on multilateral issues as on the issue of
climate change has also been mutually beneficial.
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Our defence and security dialogue has also progressed in recent years. | have just completed, a fortnight ago, a useful visit to

China to coincide with the 60! anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between India and China. | had
constructive discussions with my counter part, Chinese Foreign Minister Yang and | also met the Chinese Premier Wen. |
believe that the policy we have followed in regard to the development of relations with China — a policy whose foundation were
laid in 1988 during the historic visit of the late Shri Rajiv Gandhi as Prime Minister to China and which successive
Governments have built upon — has worked well for India.

A question was raised by Shri Murli Manohar Joshi about our relationship with Russia. We have a strong, stable and time-
tested strategic partnership with Russia which we have strengthened and deepened in the recent past. Our Prime Minister had
an excellent meeting with President Medvedev in Brazil last week bilaterally and in the framework of the BRIC Group. Prime
Minister Putin came to India in March and we signed several important agreements including a framework on civilian nuclear
cooperation. With today's Russia, we continue to deepen relations in strategic sectors like defence, nuclear, space, oil and
gas and science and technology. Our policy of multipolar engagement enables us to have meaningful and beneficial
relationships with all major powers including Russia and the US.

As regards our relations with the US, as two large democracies, India and the United States have strengthened their strategic
dialogue in recent years. The conclusion of the historic Indo-US Civil Nuclear Deal was a significant milestone in the process.
There are a number of pillars to our dialogue with the United States including defence and strategic ties, trade and economic



ties, educational ties, our energy dialogue and cooperation in such areas as science and technology, climate change and
agriculture. President Obama has been invited to visit India later this year. We have been frank and candid in the expression
of our concerns to the United States about assistance given to Pakistan by the United States given the history of such
assistance being used against India.

In the context of our counter-terrorism cooperation with the US, we have developed extensive contacts and exchanges
with the US agencies concerned. The US administration has told us that they will be sensitive to India's interests when
transacting relations with our region. They are also positive about granting direct access to David Coleman Headley in
response to our request.

A number of Members have mentioned about our policy on Iran. India and Iran shares the civilisational links that stretch
back to centuries. In recent times our historical relations have been imparted a strong economic content. Iran is one of the
largest suppliers of our crude oil requirements and it is an important partner in the region, particularly in forging enhanced
economic links and greater connectivity with countries in Central Asia and beyond. On the nuclear issue, India's consistent
position has been that Iran has the right to peaceful uses of nuclear energy, but at the same time there are also obligations
under the NPT. We support the central role of the International Atomic Energy Agency in this regard. In addition, we do not
believe in the efficacy of sanctions as they tend to target ordinary people, which will cause them great hardship. We are also
of the view that differences should be resolved peacefully and through the process of dialogue.

A number of references have been made to the passport offices. The number of passport seekers in this country has been
going up. Despite extensive computerisation and opening of new passport offices, a need was felt for a change in the existing
system due to rapidly growing volumes of passport seekers. For instance, between 1999 and 2009, the number of passport
seekers more than doubled and this number is expected to grow at an average rate of ten per cent every year.

In order to address this challenge, the Ministry of External Affairs has launched the Passport Sewa Kendras. The
project envisages the creation of 77 Passport Sewa Kendras across the country, the creation of call centres operating 24X7 in
17 languages, and the centralised nation-wide computerised system for issuing of passports. The project is almost complete
with the establishment of the data centres, disaster recovery centres, central passport printing facility, and network operation
centres. Passport Sewa Kendras at seven pilot locations in Bengaluru, Mangalore, Hubli, Chandigarh, Ambala and Ludhiana
are going to be established. After five cycles of testing of the application software that has been conducted by the third party
audit agency in Bengaluru, it was found that the software was suitable to go for trial run. On March 19, 2010, applications
received from the district passport cells were processed in real environment under the PSK software. Since then about 1,000
passports have been issued under the new system. On April 16, 2010 on trial basis, processing of applications live at Passport
Sewa Kendra in Bengaluru has also begun. After conducting trials in live environment, it is proposed to open all the seven
PSKs for public. After successful pilot phase and its certification that project is scheduled to be rolled out at the remaining
seventy remaining PSKs throughout the country.

Some reference was made to the Public Diplomacy Division. After listening to the debate, | would humbly submit that we
need a more dispassionate discourse on foreign policy within our own country that reflects our self-confidence and strength.
To foster this atmosphere, the Public Diplomacy Division has taken several initiatives and those are lectures in Universities like
Benaras, Lucknow, Goa, Hyderabad, Sikkim and Mumbai on India's foreign policy; seminars in Patna on India-Nepal; in
Shillong on the North-East and in Kochi on Gulf, etc. to create a more informed discussion and better understanding of the
key issues.

Sir, there have been a number of other issues which have been raised but as | find that it is already ten minutes past Seven of
the Clock, | would like to keep in touch with the hon. Members with reference to specific points which they have raised. To
them, | will communicate our response.

SHRI S.D. SHARIQ (BARAMULLA): Sir, the time of the House may be extended.
MR. CHAIRMAN : The time has already been extended till the Minister's reply is over and the Demand for Grant is passed.

SHRI S.M. KRISHNA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, a reference was made about the Hindi Chairs. | would like to convey to this august
House that we have Hindi Chairs in 12 centres abroad; Sanskrit Chair in Thailand, Mongolia and France. All the 28 Indian
cultural centres abroad also teach Hindi and the Indian culture.

Sir, these are some of the demands made by the Members. | have utilized this occasion to make the position clear. | will again
assure the august House that all the constructive suggestions will be taken note of and then, in the course of the coming years,
we will try to incorporate those in our policy framework.



MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the Demand for Grant relating to the Ministry of External Affairs to the vote of the House.
The question is:

"That the respective sums not exceeding the amounts on Revenue Account and Capital Account shown in the
fourth column of the Order Paper be granted to the President of India, out of the
Consolidated Fund of India, to complete the sums necessary to defray the charges that will come in course of

payment during the year ending the 315t day of March, 2011, in respect of the heads of Demands entered in the
second column thereof against Demand No.31 relating to the Ministry of External Affairs."

The motion was adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House stands adjourned to meet tomorrow, the 21st April, 2010 at 11 a.m.
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The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock

on Wednesday, April 21, 2010/Vaisakha 1, 1932 (Saka).

* The sign + marked above the name of a Member indicates that the Question was actually asked on the floor of the House by that Member.
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