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Title: Discussion regarding flood and drought situation in the country (Discussion not concluded).

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, the discussion on flood and drought situation in the country has been admitted in the
names of Shri Anant Kumar Hegde and Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi. Shri Anant Kumar Hegde has requested the hon. Speaker
to allow Shri Navjot Singh Sidhu to raise the discussion on his behalf. Hon. Speaker has since acceded to his request.

Now, Shri Navjot Singh Sidhu.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, the allotted time for this discussion is two hours. I have 24 more Members to speak. The
list is very long. So, I would request all the hon. Members to please confine their speeches within five minutes so that we
are able to complete the discussion today.

Those Members who want to lay their speeches can lay their speeches on the Table of the House.

Shrimati Usha Verma.
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(Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan in the Chair)

FABIGAI, BHI2 Gl DI DB &1, AW A PIfdd 3 3k o & TG A Peufdd 3) wRer iR detel & e SIfel B Siel IR Igol A IR YS9
% el 3 TG DT YBIU 96 RN 3| IR P IPGPR AT A Ulsft SISl B BRI AMagR, deirsa, e, onssiizyz, cxdlonge, Jafsr a
aRIcD! 3 a6 DI et soft g8 &) Aol DI Siel AR dsol A [geedl i off w1 bl Reafer 8 Sl fop apil aarRn sk fop dsir sl sfeamn ¥ it are
B Rerfer woft 5 ) 3121 cllop 281 €1, 8IS uia-uia oifSRl 31 R gau 3 son, Ao, 3R, Psl, oilcta, sw@efidt aliz I Sift uia-os aifRi
3 3T &1 it g3 3 sl UR &2 W Wig 31l 3 ol dier A ulefl BISol B PRUL_GFHEIG BXMEIG,~Dooilsl 32 82018 3 82 AT a6 bl
Rrerfer a1l &) 51 a2 off f¥er & istel 91 GRt AR W1 dBl SRl &) $A IR GRIA diel A AR IRA RRID UIGHl BISol & PRYI I8l 916 DI AdIdt
980 SAGI 8| 82613, DRUMEIG 32 Dooilsl 81 oRIA ditl A Uloll BISol & DRUI $A AHA oG A Yfdd 3 sRf oIc] i Al gk RRID Uil
SIS ORI & 32 IPERN 3 26 IR TRJAP UGl BIST SRI & 3R 3FI oIt 3 3 eRA 21 &Ik qJP Uil A MR BISI 3R §| IR &I, A3,
INBIGHIG, JAARRIGIYYR?,, [ACHEIcPRE 3R st asAiidl 3 smappier & et gt a3s 3 sifeeRda gu 3| gel &t eqia oft genfaa g8 3 a2ers-
Pooilel AR! ot Gl d3s A e gan 8 sl 98l R dIG I s &l sriror Rraifer &) S A 12dE el e 3 usell aR ot SRl off, 331w
off ol JARY uBCI 3ol 8] DI Sit AR <ft, a1 Dbt Rrerfer I ol 3A R off a1 o, S A 144 el 191 A Porp2 3RM, A off ol ATy
B 3ot 81, Bl are bt Ferftr o 21 en 3liz it b2 F 3o &1 B aig bt Ferfer A 337 Agal DI APIA BAH AEAL &) Hol 3MUat 81, B
a6 &l R Refer @ suofl sl 3 a1 &) dsl @I 82 el sigd 3 s A Yl §) <18 s oI RBefer 81, a1g Jx bt Refer 81, spR oIS
SOl AGA SAIGT Yo Bt 3 Y ag foparel 3) 33 2T B2 &1 Bt Tpst Faesr st BRI w2 B w2 waer x<t oft, ag wact ofte a kit 3
g8l W2 el <f oyl #ff e 2l orft 8| d8i shia & ifSa olier YerRiel A A6 Bl 3IRY TPIR! S 3| 9IRIel Of AW A J&i il Acs ot kil 3, A
oIId I A6 Dl orfl 2l 1 IR Bl Sl AGs DI okl 8, a8 Tgd &t DI 3 31 IR 91 P Tlldl AT ol 3

TP B T AUGIT Il & {5 a8 3ol Sfidel 3 B 3 DI Uh DL DI ADIol Tolle| ol ol &I I il ciloll DI f3efer Sxdt, Sit clisil a1 et
Bl 3 UD DRI Jollol DI, Ioalol 3UGHT 3G DTS A epAl A8 A Ub DRI T6IRM, S 3ol SHI [ T8l AHPPI DI Ulolt dgdr & 302 cllell bl
oI 3 fop ureil & eUSt 3 3oTpT ADIel 6ol dIell 3, Al daf P clldl Yol ADIell DI G 3ol Brel A AlSd 3| d AR & b ADIAl dAlsol A
3ADT $cl Dl &l ANICID 8H Dol ASD D [Poll BUR Follb2 36 ciol) fUevel auf it BAT 31T T b 3UGIl ADIG! dAlSd AHA D [pATel B A Dl
391 G2 A Bl oK oft) et 8 Dl acon 3, e I Rraifer 9 e 81 Dt 1 IR urelt 3 6 31| SR use! off 32 ot zaIR &1 B Aps! cller
WG 3 deb2 Hla P s I A ST 3| B2 81 91 a1 bt St Rerfer 3, 37 3P e car 3 Aol B arsdl § b cifeRil B S fpon? 3, &2 ad
Sl W6 3iiedt 8, 3A aIfeRil B fRboll? oot A SAGT A SRAIGT diid B S 3| $AD e sifd B fporie sifeRll Gt urer-2feist &I Sie, Iordt uadT
fepen ST SRR slid 32 a¥ SRAGT A SAGT o B

HABIGR, S & 16 YA &Il 31 SId 3, Al 3A AR AS TIoKTI & [ $A AR Seloll Uloil 3, cifcpol ORI RT3t 81 31 1 Dt Rrarfer aredt &
dl fprel urell & eI A ARAAT Bl 3| Sl IAD! WAl AXAL 8 Al A& AR 31dr & b FRPR $A Ulell Dl vplefd B vl & e
Riars & fe1e 3ucTstl D21 ue| AP AP 3 Az AT oft Dot arsdl § b a2 8I) 91 ShI cllell dI A g8 3, IoID! DA A DA UD D IR
SR P FIMES &I e SR aifell b fopoiie ureR-3AMfeisr Bdb? SId Ioib fpolie uad Bt SMUsT A 2 af 3iel arctt oG 3 fipone ordt
D3N SAD 3Afeil¥D A A 8ft Dsoll wEdl & b 32 ad S A6 3MIAL & Al WG 3ol D WG A KR D & b el @ e ds A Yl
8ie] It a2 forepIetl e, Yamfde gie) 3 Iolchl gl gl JYIAET Gt SIY)| PR 4 Sli6 3ilo A Uscl 33} U2 AR @3 b 337 81 3 aI6 3l of 31 Siafd
3 Siloid 3 b 32 ad @1 il 3 Al @6 3ol A usal g Wil oIS Astol Joid RBRREI a6 33 i 3 of 3 3T A aSt ard A8 3 o orfcell b
fpolle 3PR UrerR-2feieT B &t ST dl 82 ay 3ilol arcll a6 bl dAaIdt 3 39 cllol siidl DI &l AD 3|

5581 9661 b AT 3 JMUDI HoAdIG Pl & feb 3Muol 3l dlicTol DI FHIPI &=



*SHRI C. SIVASAMI (TIRUPPUR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to thank you for the opportunity given to me to participate
in the discussion on flood and drought situation in the country conducted in this House under Rule 193.

Our country has got various natural resources and varying climatic conditions. Our country is also so vast that severe
floods on one side and acute drought on another side cause havoc one and the same time. The Government spends
thousands of crores of rupees for relief and rehabilitations. Currently the river Yamuna flowing by the capital is in spate. It
is an annual feature to find the river Ganges causing flood havoc resulting huge loss of lives and property. Drought
conditions have led to river water sharing disputes between states. Cauvery dispute between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu,
Palar dispute between Andhrapradesh and Tamil Nadu, Mulla Periyar dispute between Kerala and Tamil Nadu have also led
to law and order problems in all these states. Recently there were mob agitations in Coimbatore, Tiruppur and Erode
districts due to the Kerala Governments attempts to construct a dam across rivers Pamba reducing water flow to
Amaravathy dam. A visionary approach is the need of the hour to link all the rives flowing wastefully in to the sea and this
can help overcome the drought. When the river Ganges is in floods water flow in Cauvery meets with drought conditions
and hence inter-linking of rivers can help us to get adequate water throughout the year both for irrigation and drinking
water purposes.

When Ganga and Cauvery are linked, we can one and the same time curtail the vast devastation caused by floods and
droughts both in the North and the South. The funds that are being spent on relief and rehabilitation measures can be
saved to fund the project of linking the major rivers of the country. This will also help us to develop inland waterways
thereby saving energy in a big way helping to decongest our highways. This will also help us to save the money spent on

maintenance of roads. Apart from that, we can go in for scientific management of water and conserve excess river water
and rain water in small watersheds and tanks. This will help us to augment ground water potential both for drinking and
agricultural purposes. On these lines, a pilot project may be taken up by the Centre in my constituency where we have
been demanding for long the Avanashi-Athikadavu Project. Special fund allocation may be made to conserve the excess
water flowing from the river Bhavani both in Coimbatore and Tiruppur Districts. This water can be saved in watersheds and
tanks that come under the Panchayat Unions of Avanashi, Karamadai, Nambiyur Annur, Perundurai, Oothukkuli and
Tiruppur. Only by way of taking up such schemes, we can overcome drought. At this juncture, I would like to recall the
visionary measure of our dynamic leader and the former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Puratchi Thalaivi Dr. J. Jayalalitha
who successfully implemented throughout Tamil Nadu the Rainwater Harvesting Scheme. This received a wide welcome
from the public. Hence I urge upon the Centre to take up this scheme throughout the country. With a foresight, we must
evolve plans and projects to control flood effects and drought related problems instead of seeking relief after meeting with
floods and drought. To ensure the development of our country, we must introspect and proceed with such schemes with
farsightedness. I hope this suggestion would be considered for our country's progress and prosperity. Between
Sathiyamangalam and Gobichettipalayam in my constituency, in order to cross Ikkarai Koduveri and Akkari Koduveri on river
Bhavani, people have to take a circumlocuitous route of about 50 kms. all these years. I urge upon the Centre to allocate
Rs. 10 crore as a special fund to construct a bridge to link these traditional towns in my parliamentary constituency.

With these words, I conclude.
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*SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY (KOLKATA UTTAR): Earlier it is flood or drought cause extremely and tremendous
difficulties of the people residing in the rural areas.

Most scientific process to protect flood water is to make implementation of the system of 'Water Harvesting" process.

Monetary support to be extended to the affected and damaged areas of the States and proper monitoring system is to be
instituted. Utilization certificates are to be submitted by the State Governments in time.

West Bengal Government misuse Central Government assistance extended to them.

The disastrous storm namely "Aiila" collapsed the district of 5-24 (Parganas) in the last year. Money was looted and
affected people were not extended assistance. Money was distributed in partisan manner along with materials.

Few districts of West Bengal are not under flood. Central Government should sent official delegation to access the losses
and then make allotment of financial assistance.

National policy in connection with flood control is to be taken on top priority basis.

Preservation of water system is the need of the hour. Government should tackle these two issues with all importance.
Approach should be scientific.

There must be imagination, farsightedness and managerial efficiency to tackle these situations.

We should think twice that whether interlinking of the rivers of the country can be viable and whether it is a proposal with
reality.

Disaster management group and the Department must be activated. This Department is giving importance every moment.

We all should think together that how and in what way we can come out from the flood and drought situation.

SHRI PULIN BIHARI BASKE (JHARGRAM): Thank you, Madam Chairman Sir, for giving me this opportunity to participate on
the discussion on a very serious matter in this House. We are discussing here regarding drought and flood situation in our
country.



Due to deficient rainfall, the entire Eastern India including West Bengal, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and Orissa is facing
unprecedented drought. I am coming from West Bengal. The Government of West Bengal has declared drought in 11 of the
19 districts. The truant monsoon has not only affected West Bengal, it has also impacted rice sowing in other Eastern
States like Bihar, Jharkhand and Orissa. The entire Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa and parts of other States have been declared
as drought hit. In West Bengal there is a 30 per cent deficit rainfall. Around 11 lakh hectares of paddy crop have been
severely affected out of targeted 44 lakh hectares for the Kharif season. The condition of farming in West Midnapur District
is very miserable where more than three lakh hectares of land is not in a position to be cultivated.

Madam, non-availability of water from the big irrigation systems like DVC, Kangsaboti and Mython etc., has further
contributed to crisis owing to drying up of canals, tanks and depleting subsoil water levels.

As you know, West Bengal is country's largest rice producer. The State produced 104 lakh tonnes of paddy in the last
season. The production of paddy in the State is likely to be 17 lakh tonnes less than the last Kharif season if the planted
Crop may survive.

The Government has already proposed to encourage the cultivation alternative crops like maize, wheat, sesame and
oilseeds in Kharif and Rabi season in the State; and seed would be distributed free of cost to the farmers.

The State Government has already sanctioned Rs.50 crore initially, and another Rs.37 crore, total Rs.87 crore, for meeting
the drought situation. The State Government in order to tackle drought has decided to infuse Rs.5,000 crore as a relief
package for the affected farmers.

There is a genuine demand to increase the work of MNREGA by manifolds but fund is not available. According to the
Government Report, the fund availability is Rs.1,165 crore. The fund already spent in West Bengal is Rs.949 crore. That
means, the expenditure is 82 per cent. The State Government has already got only Rs.170 crore from the Centre, which is
very meagre. So, I demand the Central Government that at least Rs.1,400 crore of MNREGA fund is required immediately to
face the drought situation in West Bengal.

The Chief Minister of West Bengal has already written a letter to the hon. Prime Minister and the Agriculture Minister of the
Government of India. I also appeal to the Central Government to send a Central team to assess the situation and the
pathetic condition of the farmers.

The Central Government must respond to save the common people and provide jobs to the common people of West
Bengal, who are facing drought situation which is prevailing in West Bengal, Eastern India, Jharkhand, Bihar and other parts
of the country. Sufficient financial assistance should be provided from the National Calamity Contingency Fund to the
drought-hit districts to help the affected farmers. This is my humble submission, through you, Madam, to the Government

of India.Fhanrk-yeu:
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SHRI NITYANANDA PRADHAN (ASKA): Madam Chairman, I speak on behalf of my Party Biju Janata Dal, and also I thank
on behalf of my Party that you have given chance to speak on this discussion.

Madam, you know that this problem of flood and drought is gripping the entire country since its inception. Hitherto,
probably, there was not much publicity but now the media has come up and electronic media is there, the entire problem
gets to the knowledge of everybody.

Due to climatic change also, we face a lot of difficulties both because of flood and drought. We will be analyzing the entire
situation in the whole of India. In China, Chile and in other places, severe flood is affecting lakhs and lakhs of people. In our
country also, the situation in Leh in Kashmir is very precarious. Similarly, in other parts of the country, there are severe
floods. So, what I think is that it is a perennial problem, and the Centre is keeping its eyes closed on this subject. If the
Centre would have been very sensitive, they could have solved this problem within these 63 years or so.

They should have taken steps to immediately solve this problem wherever it is there. In consultation with State
Governments, the Central Government should come forward to tackle the flood situation throughout the country at once by
making suitable arrangements for funds and material. It is mainly the responsibility of the Centre, though water is in the
State List. I think the Centre should come forward to talk to the States, specially the vulnerable States where flood occurs
every year.

This situation is also prevalent in my State, Orissa. Every year there is flood and there is drought. This is a peculiar
situation that we are passing through. It is not just the case in my State, but that of the whole of the country. You must
appreciate the statements made by hon. Members who stated that while some parts of their States are reeling under
drought, some other parts are flooded with water. This is a very peculiar situation which should be tackled ion a
humanitarian way. There should be a will on the part of the Central Government to solve this problem.

Coming to the situation in my State, this year also there is a shortfall in rains. Out of 30 districts in Orissa, only seven to
eight districts have got full rainfall whereas 25 districts have got very scanty rainfall, with the result the cropping pattern
could not be adhered to. The sowing and transplantation season is almost over. Now it is the end of August. So, there
cannot be any further transplantation. These 25 districts of Orissa are reeling under severe drought while some southern
districts of the State have been affected by flood. This is the scenario in the whole State for the last several years. Right
from 1999 at my State is witnessing floods and drought every year. There was a heavy cyclone and heavy flood. There is
also drought. The Government of Orissa is spending money from its own account, from its own treasury, but the tragedy is
that the Central Government does not come forward to support Orissa Government.

On many occasions, you will be surprised to note that when there was severe drought, the then Home Minister Shri
Shivraj Patil came to our State and announced that the Prime Minister was pleased to sanction Rs.500 crore. But, only
Rs.82 crore went to our State. Similarly, the Prime Minister also assured our Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik an
assistance of Rs.500 crore and Rs.200 crore. But only Rs.25 crore has been given. This is the tragic condition under which
the farmers of my State are going through. It is a very miserable condition. The Central Government should come forward
with a programme to preserve the rain water and also prevent flood thereby solving certain problems which are there
including drought.

In my State many areas like Chandwali and Soro, Dhamnagar are all in the Bhadrak district from where our learned
friend Shri Arjun Sethi, M.P. has been elected. Those areas are completely drought striken. The entire list pertaining to
rainfall in Orissa has been sent to the Central Government. It shows that less than 30-40 per cent rain is there in 25
districts. I humbly request that the Centre should come forward with a mind to help the people, mind to help the farmers,
so that they can come up and withstand the tragedy of flood and drought.

At the same time, I would request that the Central Government should come forward with a special package for the State
of Orissa for which our hon. Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik and the successive Orissa Governments have been
demanding for a long time. For the last ten to fifteen years, there has been a demand for a special package for Orissa to
develop its irrigation system and all these things, but not a single pie has been given to the State Government. Under such
pathetic conditions, I think, it is the moral responsibility and obligation of the Central Government to come forward to help
the people of Orissa as it does to the other States.



I have seen in the answer given by the hon. Minister in the House that help is given to other States. I am not going into the
details of all that. There is a disparity. While other States are getting money from the Centre, my State is being singled out.
My State, Orissa, does not get any help from the Centre. So, I would request that the Central Government should take a
humanitarian approach for helping the flood and drought affected people of my State.

The Central Government, at the same time, should also come forward, after discussion with the State Government, to
prepare a plan. They should come forward not only to prepare a plan but also to work it out. Simply preparing a plan does
not help. If minor irrigation projects and all other irrigation projects can be completely repaired, the rain water can be
stored and we can overcome the situation of drought.

I hope, the Central Government will take a positive view in the matter and give necessary help.

SHRI GANESHRAO NAGORAO DUDHGAONKAR (PARBHANI): Madam, I thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on
this discussion onr flood and drought. I would like to put forth a few points before this House.

I have visited the areas in my constituency Parbhani in Maharashtra. In Parbhani district, there are big rivers like the
Dakshin Ganga, the Godavari and the Purna MRiver. Due to heavy rainfall, one minor irrigation dam Bailwadi in taluka
Gangakhed, district Parbhani has been damaged by floods. That is why, all the small farmers' lands have been damaged
and their crops have also been damaged. I, therefore, have a request to the Central Government to help these farmers in
respect of their crops and loans because they are very poor people. Their, 4,000 acres of land have been damaged and land
has vanished to the extent 10 feet to 20 feet. The farmers of this area are small land-holders. I would, therefore, like to
request the Government to help and assist these people.

SHRI P. KUMAR (TIRUCHIRAPPALLI): Madam, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to participate in the discussion on
flood and drought situation in various parts of the country on behalf of the AIADMK Party.

The flood and drought are two sides of the natural calamity. While one part of our country is affected by flood, the other
parts are affected by drought. India is the most flood affected nation in the world after Bangladesh. It accounts for one-fifth
of global deaths due to floods and on an average, thirty million people are evacuated every year. So, floods in India are not
a new phenomenon.

Excessive rainfall and intense rainfall when river is flowing full accompanied with poor natural drainage are the main causes
for floods. While these are all the main reasons, there are no permanent precautionary measures taken to save our people
from the natural disaster. The Indian Meteorlogical Department is giving warning before the occurrence of natural calamity,
but the poor attention paid to it by the Government results in damages to crops, houses and public utilities in the country.
The Government should act immediately on the warning of IMD so that the damages may be minimized. To avoid the
damages caused by flood, the Government should come forward to construct embankments, construct detention reservoirs
and improve the channels etc.

The river disputes that are prevailing all over the country between States is the main reason for drought situation in the
country. While some States are affected by floods / overflowing of water, other parts of our country are in dire need of
water. The Government should come forward for interlinking of rivers and to nationalise all the rivers to avoid such a
situation and to save our country from these two disasters.

Now, I come to the issue concerning Tamil Nadu. My Parliamentary Constituency is situated on the banks of Cauvery.
Srirangam city -- where the famous Lord Ranganatha Temple is situated -- is surrounded by Cauvery and Kollidam, and
Srirangam looks like an island. It is very much affected during floods as 30 cubic metres of water of Cauvery and Kollidam
are flowing in to the sea. The Government should come forward to allocate funds to divert the surplus water during floods
to the water-starved adjacent districts, namely, Pudukottai and Sivagangai. A scheme has to be formulated for this purpose
to save Srirangam from frequent floods.

The compensation that is announced by the Government for the affected farmers is distributed only at the time when the
place is affected by drought. The Government should come forward with measures to avoid the undue delay in distribution
of compensation to the affected agriculturists, and it should be done on time. Further, whenever a team from the Centre is
being sent to the affected places for the on-the-spot assessment, then the local representative may also be included in this
team.



In the year 2005, Tamil Nadu was affected by major floods and Tsunami, in which 55 municipalities, 101 Taluk

Headquarters, 3,690 villages, 2,84,174 hectares of cultivable agricultural land, and 3,692 kms. of roads were severely
affected. Tamil Nadu, which was under the leadership of our General Secretary, hon. Amma Dr. J. Jayalalithaa, had taken

necessary serious measures on time and saved those people from disasters like Tsunami, which affected Tamil Nadu very
seriously and which resulted in loss of a large number of human lives. The then hon. Chief Minister, Dr. J. Jayalalithaa, took

timely steps to save the people from Tsunami. The Government should come forward to follow the methods adopted by the
then Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and save the country at the time of such natural disasters.

oft 191 AG1s (snfecrranc): Jsmufer i, Mot ST S aal 3 91PT clol BT MR Yglol fopel, 3P frw 3 MUl eovmars 3a1 g 3iiE] Yoo
fUeel uia AT A 916 32 A A SIPST g3l 3| 312 A Ud Ds Al of Uol-3Uol Al 3 TG AT JX A 3cUool Pl b a2 3 T« $t &) bog 3
JUiv DR 8, PRE DR U] #71 aat & 3ii2 st Yool 3 sft DivfR urdl &I R 3, cifdpet ftb2 sft atig] ySor P Arer Aldell RAaR b= i
381 8, I8 Sl ol 3| oK v ARY AT USal A B2 ASA DI IRDR of 22 el 31 981 siscil Bl JxER A b=l a1y 39112 330 el Sit of
uep Rrasgz 2000 3 v Sfisi o=, Sftaiieerat oi.-20 formreras sz 87 Fiscil o JzasRa gifta o2 & 51 3R s 3 1068 siser IamRa
3 2rsa @1 90 yferera 231 JzamRa Aiffa b 51 gt 3 3R IS 3 IRIG Bl BRAer 63 ora 3acer ofdr i oft, el A 13.56 ara
BARR SHiel 3 Y3t WAl AW OB 3 ASA IRDR of 9747 BAs IUT DI ABRIAI AT Pog, IRPR A ARH oty cifcpol Pog IRPR of 3l ad
a5 D A St & 3l a8 At #ff gsl I ordl bl 51 g

aiie] yGor 3t el uia auf 3 siicrast, Uosion, Bwull, doBIgT alfdl 3 g1 f3ieil P 913t op=iret gan 3 3iik 107 eier w12 s1e &) 350 et genfaa
3y, 11,86,618 #iprer aen 55,1966 3acar Xidl o o1fdr o 3l orfl) spRA-oraFar 2006 31 it o3t aut sfiz aaard 3 ygor 3 93 ciler a2
oY den 13 fretl oot yanfaa fopem ot 12,5055 &z aer 60,4554 3ace= Fidt &g @t ofa=iet ugar ad 2007 3 4 frell 3 13t auf &b orur
172 <t <t ot srff aen 2, 30,000 3R DY 81 otve 3t sk ad 2008 3t diet R airft 93t aut e a6 &t asts 3 17179 et 6t aid
&S| 31 ay 3[acER 3 clell Wlol I ISig A BIIcl, olICPIvS], ABYLOPR, JcT Tl POl Pel Ui f3iell 3 ARt aurdl g8 Srwi 571 sia qer
89.93 o Steriz=n Yenfda g3 3 73 ofer ane sRX den 17,9040 =i &t aardt at srfty fiser uia el 3 I sk a6 &I asis A 45 e
BAS FU DI it el AR A FAen &1, Bog, 3T A IXDR of Brerp 1800 w2s Fuen & f&ar, cifdser ag sft siif¥storer cilsil @t o1dt e
A ADR A AT DI & b 913t qut b bRt Sit ol a1 uroft, siRseeIR I Bierdr o, cirsel RRR Slol b BRI ursft oidt Bietdr 3) ¥ WrT
Pog MPR ol Sit SRR & oo 30 il awm, sol cilell @l ol Hi Yfder &t 5w, 30 S &<t o a 15 I BIEt @ FASIGH 3, Afcpor vt
o8l oft o8l gam, s & ofdl afcd St a3t T B BRI a2 BR 5FY, ot dlsl @1 35,000 FwR ot F o Pog, JADR of bal dfdber FARY
aitg] 3pR Rrb 5000 W &t Seft 8 3aen & ot 5t &2 urdeft Sdrat 3w, 3ot cvit a1 10,000 3w Sot & fo1e Pog, ADIR of Dal ol cifdbal
R B 5000 20 & & &t 8| dog IRPR DI SRIzamE & fob A aut d drRuI vw acr oI 15000 U ®r Fsnasn i sie cifdor ast
Pacl 2 eIk A 6 3R IW & IRDR & L 3 1ol cllell DI ofdAlel B3I 3 363 BTG ofdl ferdl, cifdpor fSrorht el orve ordl 3¢, 3ot clsit
P IS et 38T 3| Sl ASD YrsA-PIfoRe: ASD ASPIR SN, HIErS A dcs AP Dl ABRMI A Folls orfl, T el ad ot RIRR 31 o
Rraifer 3 ol 3 safere # R A PrdGe ol aredl g b sl W As®l 6 Jien o3, wers-Reflw iz 33 ea 3 Sics A Sieg ABRMAI 3
Sl €2 SISt 8l oRI 8, Sl ¢lldl dIg 3l (Wlol 3 HALZ oK1 &, Jolb URARI @l IR Yol #id} Sit of 32 Bd ol U ol Ol I aél, cifcpol 31ie]
ygoI &l IDR agi w2 Bact 50 e Fw § 2@ 2 sii ag eft s Y A1t A o1dl Bt a1 &

18.00 hrs.

AP SW IRPDR R 1ol o1l S 23t 3 $A Yia 3 Sl Al ofte g8 3, dsl Dg IRDR 3ol fpATeil DY AGs DY 3MigYS9l DI I Udbal Sol DI
IIDR DI DA Dol A 3ie] YSoI b fbArel AR SAIGT gt &) oK adf 5 el 3 913t @G 3iS) 3ol SilolaR o1, 913, D3I AR Y AT
D ATPR of 3 AP &€loT oldl &ar 3 3iief 3 9ff o1l IXDIR 3, Cifcbol AsT AGoT H DB & b SIT $oIbl AXDPIR 3, TSI A DA B 3, clfcbol
31 otdl &

$oal arAl & rel I 3l S AT BT B

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF WATER RESOURCES (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL):
Madam, I would request that the sitting of the House today may kindly be extended by one hour.
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SHRI PRABODH PANDA (MIDNAPORE): Hon. Chairperson, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak. We are used
to deliberate and discuss on flood and drought situation in all parts of the country, particularly during the monsoon Session.
I am not going into the details. As previous speakers have narrated the grim and gloomy situation all over the country,
some parts of our country are suffering from flood like how it is happening in North India and the northern part of my State,
Bengal. But the major part of our country, particularly the southern part is seriously suffering from drought.

I will talk first about the issue of prediction. It is told several times in the House that the Meteorological Survey of India is
going to make predictions very scientifically and that the technology used by them has improved but even this year, the
Meteorological Survey of India befooled the people. It was the prediction that there will be a good monsoon this year. But
still, major part of our country is suffering due to scanty rainfall or drought.

I am coming from West Bengal. It is already said that West Bengal Government declared 11 districts out of 19
districts as drought affected areas. The Member from Orissa said that 25 districts have been declared as drought affected
area. So, everyone in the concerned area is affected but the most affected ones are the farmers. They are the worst hit and
the agricultural workers in such areas are the most affected.

We are talking about the GDP growth and we have fixed the target as the growth in agriculture is four per cent. But
what we have witnessed last year? The growth was -0.2 per cent. It is a negative growth. If in this year, this situation
continues, then what will be the growth in agriculture? More than 70 per cent of the people depend on agriculture. If
agriculture fails, how will our country progress?

So, we have made some arrangements in this regard. The National Disaster Management Authority under the
Chairmanship of the hon. Home Affairs is there. This is only to manage disasters and not for taking any preventive
measures. We have several mechanisms like Food Security Mission and we have the Rainfed Area Development
Commission and National Water Commissions. But what is the result of these Commissions or what is the performance or
the outcome of these organisations?

Water management is a serious problem which includes water harvesting. But it should be taken for a special
discussion.

I do agree with the Member who spoke before me, Dr. Jyoti Mirdha, that special Budget should be placed in respect of
agriculture, particularly for water management and water resources. But, now the question is: What immediate measure
should be taken to solve the immediate problems? Short-term problems are there. So, short-term measures should be
taken, and long-term measures should also be taken. What is needed immediately? Special package should be offered to all
the States. The proposals sent by the State Governments should be accepted by the Union Government. The special
package may cover all the things.

I am talking about two or three problems. One, credit at lower interest rate to agriculturists and to those in the villages.
Norms were declared that any farmer can take loan from the commercial banks up to Rs. 3 lakh. It has already been
declared that without any collateral, any farmer or poor man can take credit from the commercial banks up to Rs. 1 lakh.
But no commercial bank is prepared to give credit up to Rs. 1 lakh at four per cent or five per cent interest rate. So, it
should be taken for consideration.



Second, food security. In the Budget, allocation of Rs. 400 crore was made for the Green Revolution in Eastern part of the
country. Without rainfall, without water, without irrigation, and without cultivation, how can Green Revolution take place?
So, what is the proposal for that? So, I think all these things should be taken into consideration.

It is rightly said that Mahatma Gandhi NREGA should be used for creating for large water bodies. This should be one of the
guidelines put in the NREGA so that water resources can be used for cultivation, and for drinking water. Drinking water is a
serious problem. Most of the areas are suffering due to shortage of drinking water. Water level is going down. There is no
sufficient water in the rivers and in the canals. So, it is a very serious problem. Reservoirs are getting dried up. Reservoirs
and dams are getting useless. They are not supplying water even in the rainy and monsoon season. So, all these things
should be taken into consideration. This should not be taken in a casual manner.

Everywhere we are habituated to have a discussion on this matter. But what is the result and what is the outcome? A lot of
recommendations are there. But how many have been implemented by the Union Government? Only talking out the issues
is not enough.

So, I demand that the Union Government should take it very seriously. It should not be taken in a casual manner. We are in
a very serious situation. Particularly those areas which are affected by floods and droughts are in a very serious situation.

Lastly, I appeal to the Government to please consider the proposal given by the West Bengal Government on the drought
affected areas.

With these words, I conclude.
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According to Rashtriya Barh Ayog (1980) that the area prone to floods in the country was of the order of 40 millions
Hectare out of which 32 million hectare has been considered as protectable area.

According to one report, it has been revealed that since 1953-97, the average damage to crops, houses and public utilities
in _the country was around Rs.9380 million. According to the information given by the Government in Lok Sabha on

28.7.2010, there are 80 districts in the country which are flood affected.
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*SHRI PRASANTA KUMAR MAJUMDAR (BALURGHAT) : Respected Deputy Speaker Sir, we are witnessing drought in some
parts of the country and we are coming across furious floods in some other parts. This is happening due to vagaries of
nature. Thus I am not altogether blaming the Central Government or the State Governments. Nature is changing and
transforming every now and then. The ground water level in going down gradually. Rainfall is becoming deficient because
the area under forest cover is shrinking. Only 18% of the total land is today covered by forests whereas at least 1/3 should
be thickly forested. This is adversely affecting our environment. Due to perennial floods and droughts, scores of people are
losing their property, land and even life. Crops are being destroyed, cattle and livestocks are being wiped out. There is
devastation everywhere. Which leads to loss of crores of rupees.

Therefore I have a proposal to offer. During the NDA regime the policy of inter-linking of rivers was adopted. This policy
should be revived and implemented if water management can be properly done, if flood water can be successfully
channelized then destruction will be much less. That water can be utilized for agricultural purposes which in turn will lead
to increase crop production and food security. This aspect must be kept in mind.

Whenever there is excess rainfall, the rainwater should be preserved by digging canals or by any other means. Rainwater
harvesting should be done to get maximum benefit from excessive rainfall. Irrigation can be facilitated through this process.

You are aware that last year the agricultural output was merely 2% against an estimate of 4%. Thus the promise of food
security could not be fulfilled. The development of our country depends mostly on the agricultural production. So the

einakin-Beraal

issue of flood and drought must be discussed elaborately and more time should be devoted to this problem. Last year there
was 'Aaila’ in our state West Bengal which caused massive destruction. The Central Government did not extend a helping
hand generously. This year 11 districts of Bengal are reeling under severe drought. The Government has already announced
a relief package of Rs.5000 crores but all the funds have not been released as yet._I request the Government to release the

funds immediately.

The course of Teesta river is changing. Both river Teesta and river Brahmaputra have large quantum of water. But due to
various international prohibitions, we do not get the water. Bangladesh and China have a share in it. Our Government must
initiate a dialogue with both the countries to sort out the matter. Rivers are slowly drying up. So canals must be dug to
conserve the water and raise the water table. If that is done then agriculture activities will get a boost and the cultivators
will prosper which will lead to socio-economic development of our country.

Therefore I request that there subjects should be discussed at length in this august House and the Government must take
definite steps in order to minimize the adverse effects of natural calamities in future.

With these words I am concluding my speech here. Fhankyeu-:
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SHRI S.S. RAMASUBBU (TIRUNELVELI): Thank you very much sir to give me the opportunity to take part in this discussion
under 193 on flood and drought situation in our country.

Last year most of the North Indian States were affected by drought. This year the situation is changed. The above States
are affected by heavy flood.

Due to climate change, the agriculture production is collapsed completely. The productivity and production of agriculture
commodities are reduced tremendously. The reason for price rise also is the consequences of this natural calamity of flood
and drought.

Water management and forecasting of drought and flood situation mechanism should be enhanced.

In order to protect and preserve the surplus water which are occurring due to flood can be channalised by establishing a
National river from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. Then there will be no problem of dispute between each state regarding water
sharing. The National river water can be channalized to water scarce States. It can be useful for making cultivation
extensively. The food production can be increased.

In order to meet out the damages caused by flood and drought, our Central Government provides a lot of funds from
calamity relief fund. The relief funds are sometimes utilized properly by some States. In some areas are misused.

The Cooperation between States and Centre is essential to mitigate the flood and drought situation of various States.
"Prevention is better than cure"

By making various forecasts, each and every State Government should take various steps to enhance the river capacity by
embankments. The Channels must be repaired. The bandhs-musondst be desilted and must be deepened. Then only the
flood water can be preserved.

o the Tal ieirahi "

The cause for price rise of various essential commodities is mainly due to flood and drought. In this regard, the
government should take various steps and the Centre should coordinate and bring various plans to meet the flood and

drought situation. Fhanking-you-

SHRI N.CHALUVARAYA SWAMY (MANDYA) : Hon. Deputy Speaker Sir I am very grateful to you for giving me this
opportunity to speak on this discussion on flood and drought situation in the country under rule 193.

I, on behalf of J.D.(S) party would like to point out that certain things pertaining to my state. Last year my state Karnataka
was severely affected by floods. As we are aware the Government of India had sent an official team to study the problems
of the people in flood affected districts in Karnataka. Besides this Hon. Prime Minister Shri Manmohan Singh ji and the
chairperson of the UPA Smt. Sonia Gandhi ji also visited and had witnessed the agony of millions of flood victims. Then the



Union Government had released Rs. 1,500/- crore to Karnataka for immediate rehabilitation and relief measures.

Sir, the natural calamities like flood and drought are occurring time and again in almost all parts of our country. States like
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Bihar, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh are experiencing the fury of floods almost every year. Since
independence Union Government and all the State Governments have been making efforts to deal with such natural
calamities. This sort of discussions are going on in our Parliament as well as the State Legislative Assemblies. But we have
failed to find out a permanent solution for this perennial problem. It is very very unfortunate.

Sir, T would like to draw your kind attention to the fact that for the last one and a half decades the state of Karnataka has
been badly affected whenever there has been heavy downpour in Maharashtra. Many of the villages in Belagaum, Bijapur,
Gulbarga and Raichur districts of Karnataka were inundated. It has resulted in severe damage to property and loss of
human life and livestock.

Siainakink _

Sir, T would like to know from the Union Government as to how much amount has been released for relief and rehabilitation
work to the flood affected states in the country and whether these financial assistance has been utilized properly by the
concerned State Governments or not? What is the present status of relief and rehabilitation works in different states?
Whether the Government is aware of this mismanagement of funds by the State Governments. If so who is to be made
accountable for such irregularities?

What action has been taken to prevent such irregularities. If not what is the necessity of spending such a huge amount.

Sir, I hope the Hon. Minister in his reply would give all these details. I would like to say that if the Government is not
serious it is very difficult to find out a permanent solution for the problems arising out of natural calamities. I feel it would
have no meaning if you simply release the funds without any accountability.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Please conclude.

SHRI N.CHAELUVARAYA SWAMY (MANDYA) : Another thing I would like to mention is that it is very very unfortunate that
even today we are following the laws made by colonial Britishers to deal with the problems of farmers and agriculture
community. If a farmer suffers a loss due to natural calamities or if a farmer's land is to be acquired we give a very very
paltry amount as a compensation to our poor farmers. But in the case of legislators we increased the salaries by bringing
amendments to our existing laws. And also in the case of Government Employees their salaries are being increased as per
the recommendations of the Pay Commission set up by the Governments.

It is a matter of great concern that the Government is giving a meagre amount of Rs. 500/- per acre in case of crop failure
due to floods. Compensation for farm land acquisition by the Government is also very meagre. All these are happening
because even today we are following the colonial laws.

That is why we need to have a re-look into our laws pertaining to agriculture and farming community. Otherwise our
farmers may feel that democracy is in no way better than the colonial rule. We also need to think that whether our
democratic system is really helping our farmers. If not, we should do something for the betterment of our agriculturists to
lead a happy life.

Sir, my next point is about miserable condition of the flood victims in the state of Karnataka. Flood victims were allotted a
very small plot measuring 10" X 20" feet to construct a house. Even today those victims are living in temporary sheds.
There is no pucca house for them to live in. Flood victims are to live with their family and livestocks in those small sheds.
They are to sleep over there and cook and eat there. So, I request the Government to set up a House Committee and send
it to look into the problems of farmers and try to find out a solution for this.

With these words I thank the chair once again and conclude my speech.
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SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY (GUWAHATI): Sirr Assam and flood is extremely a synonymous one. In every year
Assam reeled under severe flood. Flood not only hit Assam once in a year but nearly four to five wave of flood affected
Assam and huge land is eroded and many lives lost.

For long, we have been demanding that flood in Assam be treated as a national problem. As the dimension of flood is huge,
it is beyond the administrative capacity of State Government to control flood in Assam.

Sir, Majuli the river island is the largest one of this kind. This island is the nerve centre of Vhaisnavite culture of propagated

by Guru Sri Sankardev in 16t century. There were nearly fifty major Vhaisnavite satra (Religion-cultural centre) but fifteen
satras are completely eroded by river Brahmaputra.

Sir, Assam is like a big bowl. It is surrounded by hill states like Maghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram and
Bhutan also in the Northern side.

Water form all these hill states cascading to Assam.

When there is huge flood in Bhutan, flood gate of Kurashu river flung open and flood water of the river washed away lives



and property of the bordering district of Assam.

Lakhimpur, Dhamaji, Jonaai, Silasgar, pats of Kamrup, Goalpara and parts of Barrack valley reeled under flood. Corrupt
Government of Assam Government did not use the Central Government's funds for proper control of flood. All the
embankments of rivers are not properly constructed. And contractors with the connivance of corrupt officials did not use
right kind of materials required for construction of embankments. As a result embankments were breached even in the first
wave of flood.

*Laid-on-theFable

Moreover, big dams always a very dangerous proposition, especially for Assam proposed huge dam in lower Sovansiri river
in Arunachal Pradesh will threatened entire Lakhimpur, Dhemaiji, Silasagur and parts of Tinsukia district of Assam.
Ecologist's, Environmentalist's, Geo-scientist's are of the opinion that as NE region is earth-quake prone zone, stones of the
hills are not mature in the eventuality of earth-quake huge dams will be a potential danger.

Hence I urge upon the Government that instead of big dams, construction of small dams on the upper reaches of the river
will be more helpful.

Sir, through you I urge upon the Government to find out a positive way to control food menace in Assam.

tends)
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DR. TARUN MANDAL (JAYNAGAR): Sir, I hail from a constituency, Joynagar of South 24 Parganas District of West Bengal,
the district, which is reeling under drought. Last year also, due to Aila cyclone, this district faced the wrath and the farmers
could not cultivate due to marooning of land with the salty water and even flooding of the ponds with salt water. Like some
other districts of our State, Purulia, Bankura and West Midnapore also last year faced reduced rainfall and alse similarly
they are facing misery and hunger.




MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please be brief.
DR. TARUN MANDAL BAYNAGAR}: I am very brief.

The West Bengal Government has already declared 11 districts as drought affected and demanded Rs.1400 crore
from the Centre. But I suppose with declaring only_as drought affected, they have completed their duties. The immediate
works, which are needed, like supply of foods, drinking water, fodder for the animals and, particularly exemption of loans of
the farmers and fees of the students, are extremely necessary in these conditions.

{d5-1915He-har}
All India Kaisan and Khet Muzdoor Sanghatans and also Socialist Unity Centre of India (Communist) are launching
movements for these demands. I believe this is a joint responsibility of the Centre and the State Governments. Whatever

manyoney the State Government has demanded, should be immediately released by the Central Government. At the same
time, it should be looked into that it is properly utilised for the particular purpose it has been given.

I am very sorry to say that it is a shame for the nation that after 63 years of independence we could not bring out a
permanent policy for this perennial cyclical problem of flood and drought. Flood is the most common natural calamity
problemin this country. Even no assessment has been made as to how much wealth we have lost due to thesre is-natural
calamityies. So, I will request the Central Government and the State Governments to bring about some permanent projects
to save our countrymen from this perennial problem of flood and drought.

tends)
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