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Title: Regarding purchase of a second-hand aircraft carrier, Gorshkov.
SHRIBASU DEB ACHARIA : | will raise one matter.

Madam, a deal to purchase a second-hand aircraft carrier, Gorshkov with Russia was signed in the month of January 2004. It is a
second-hand aircraft carrier and there was a protracted price negotiation. It continued for two years. The original price of this second-
hand aircraft carrier was 875 million US dollars. Madam, you would be surprised to know that the price escalation was 20 times. It
increased to 1.2 billion from 875 million US dollars. The price increased to 1.2 billion. That too, this expenditure is for a second-hand
aircraft carrier which has already completed half of its codal life. The Comptroller and Auditor General of India has seriously
questioned the Government's decision to purchase a second-hand aircraft carrier with such an escalated price. What was the vision
behind agreeing to such an escalated price for a second-hand aircraft carrier?

Madam, | demand that the Government owes an explanation to this House and the hon. Minister of Defence should make a statement
clarifying as to what was the vision that why such a second-hand aircraft carrier was purchased and as to why from the original price of
875 million US dollars it was allowed to be increased by 20 times to 1.2 billion US dollars. | demand that the hon. Minister of Defence
should make a statement clarifying the Government's position in regard to purchase of a second-hand aircraft carrier. Thank you.
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