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Title: Issue regarding obstructing the Leader of Opposition while speaking and giving importance and respect to the office
of the Leader of Opposition.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions) €] »
MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing would go on record except what Shri Bansalji is saying.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing would go on record except what Shri Bansalji is saying.



THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AND MINISTER OF EARTH
SCIENCES (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): Madam, I wish to assure the House, you and Mr. Advani that the Government
gives utmost importance and respect to the Office of the Leader of the Opposition. It is never the endeavour of any Member
on this side to obstruct the Leader of the Opposition when she speaks. Rather, it is quite disappointing to learn that the
last Session, as Mr. Advani says, was washed out only because of some perceived feeling that it was the Members from
this side who did not let her speak. It was not so. We give utmost importance to the Office of the Leader of the Opposition.

Rather, it has been our experience that after interventions are made from that side, maybe by the Leader of the
Opposition, maybe by Shri Advani or maybe by anybody else, the Members are asked to rush to the Well of the House and
we cannot proceed further. Rather on many occasions our Members have been deprived of their right to speak.

Madam, the Parliament is for discussion and we want discussion on every issue. We have always said that any issue which
you agree and anything which is permissible under the rules may be taken up for discussion. We always say that. From
where do they draw this presumption? Madam, in a debate often you would find that when some Member speaks, there are
some interruptions. Now to come to a finding and to come to a conclusion on your own that the Leader of the Opposition is
not being permitted to speak is not fair And only on that ego was the entire House washed of last Session? Is that
reasonable to say? We have been told today and the country is being told today that there were some interruptions in the
speech of Mrs. Sushma Swaraj, the hon. Leader of the Opposition, and that led to the washing of the entire Session. Is that
how we should function? We often find it and we often see that when somebody stands up, there are always interruptions.
I would request everybody, of course, anything they wish to say, they would have the right and you have always accorded
that right to them; but to accuse us of that would not be fair on their part. Rather I would appeal that after the Leader of
the Opposition speaks the right may be given to us also to rebut what she says. That is the essence of democracy.
Parliament is all about discussion. Where are they saying it from...(Interruptions)



