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Title : Regarding drought situation in various parts of the Country.
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SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN (CHENNAI NORTH): Madam Speaker, | thank you for allowing me to speak on this subject. Madam,
while associating with the feelings of the other Members of the House, | would say that Tamil Nadu is facing a grave problem.

Usually, water from the Mettur Dam across Cauvery will be released for irrigation on 12th of June of every year. But this year,
water has not been released so far because there is no water in Mettur Dam. The farmers of the delta region are suffering
because of this.

Madam, Tamil Nadu is situated at the end of this country. Normally, it is an accepted rule internationally that lower riparian
areas should not be denied water by the upper riparian States. But here, Tamil Nadu is facing problems and water is not
released for the State. Hence our farmers are suffering for want of water. One year's impact will continue for the next two or
three years. That is the issue. If there is water shortage for one year, the impact will continue for the next two to three years.
The Government should intervene, have discussions with the Chief Ministers of all the States particularly Tamil Nadu and see
that some redressal measures are taken.
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MADAM SPEAKER: What Shri B. Mahtab says only will go on record.




(Interruptions) »&€

SHRI B. MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Thank you, Madam, for allowing this discussion to be held in the House. As we all know,
drought is a serious problem and it is treated as slow death. People who are affected by drought seldom come on to the
streets. The devastation that is caused by drought is seldom seen by naked eye in comparison to the devastation that is
caused by cyclone or by flood. So, drought is a problem which affects the farmers at large and the weaker section of the
society at the most. So, when such issue has been raised in this House, knowing the sense of the House, Madam, you have
very rightly accepted the suggestion of our leaders and have allowed a number of Members to participate in this burning issue
today.

| come from a State in which there was no rain for the last ten months. A coastal State in the eastern part of this country,
Crissa had not witnessed rain for ten months. But when the rain came hardly ten days back, for the last seven days Orissa is
facing flood. When this House is deliberating on drought | am forced to draw the attention of the Government and this House to
the calamity that has come upon us because of flood. The banks of river Baitarani have been breached. Large parts of
Bhadrak and Jajpur Districts have been inundated. In the lower reach of Hirakud reservoir we have had a big cloud burst and
the lower region of Mahanadi is facing heavy flood. Similarly, in the southern part of Orissa, in Rushikulya area of Ganjam
District also flood situation prevails. An accident has taken place in Nayagarh District where a bus was washed away and
casualties have taken place.

Madam, | have certain suggestion for the Government to consider. Already in Orissa the crop of highland variety of paddy has
totally been destroyed. The crop of lowland variety of paddy has totally been destroyed because of heavy flood. | would draw
the attention of the Government to extend full support to the State of Orissa. To help the farmers, a specific package be
prepared to meet the challenge that the climate has posed to us.

The dichotomy today is that most of the reservoirs in Orissa State are not yet full, but we are facing flood. Reservoirs like
Hiracud, Indiravati, Rengali, Upper Kolab, Chitrakunda and Badnalla are not full, but large parts of the area are under water.
...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Please conclude.
SHRI B. MAHTAB : | have only a few suggestions to make. | will just take a minute.

For the short-term variety paddy, the time is already over. Khariff crop is in jeopardy; the farmers are in distress. The Central
Government should prepare an action plan; preparation should be made for providing jobs to check migration; health
programmes must be made at the most; rural development should prepare a special contingency plan to help rural folk; and
lastly, sufficient seeds should be provided for Rabi crop. With these suggestions, | conclude. Thank you.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Shri Sudip Bandyopadhyay, | had called your name but you were not present.
SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY (KOLKATA UTTAR): Madam, | was not aware.

MADAM SPEAKER: But you have sent your name. Are you speaking now?

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : Yes, Madam, | am speaking.

Madam, farmers are affected either by drought or by flood. It is a common phenomenon. No doubt, the Government of India
and the hon. Finance Minister in his Budget Speech has ventilated his ideas to protect the interest of the farmers at the grass-
root level on a large scale. Sometimes, we are affected by drought or by floods. Sometimes, devastating storms affect us in
the name of Tsunami or tornado or Aila. We are all affected by different kinds of natural calamities. But humanbeings cannot
fight natural calamities on their on will or with their own interest. If you are willing to fight drought situation in the country, water
conservation process is to be introduced at the district level or at least at the State level. This idea has to be floated. This
process of conservation of water system should be announced as a policy of the Government of India so that at least the
agricultural people who are really connected with the grass-root level can be benefited on a large scale.

Madam, in our State, Aila affected many areas. The Government of India has allotted Rs.1000 crore. In this connection, we will
also request the Government to make a monitoring system for the amount which has been sent to see that it is properly spent.
It should be taken care of that this fund is not diverted for other purposes of the State Government.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (KARUR): Madam Speaker, all our Members are concerned about the drought condition prevailing in
this country. This situation is prevailing in my State of Tamil Nadu also and because of this drought condition, most of the
reservoirs in Tamil Nadu have dried up. With the result, the farmers are not in a position to do agricultural activities. The
farmers who started some kind of agricultural activities are now severely affected. There is acute shortage of drinking water in
our State of Tamil Nadu. Whenever | travel in the State, most of the people of my Constituency request me for providing
drinking water and they are blocking us. They ask us as to what are we doing as representatives of the people in this august
House. They say that you should try to persuade the Government to see that drinking water is provided to all the citizens of this
country. That is their demand. This is the high time that we have to think how to provide drinking water. Tamil Nadu is
depending only on Cauvery water. All the drinking water projects are connected with the Cauvery water. So, if we are not able
to get water from Cauvery, we would not have even the drinking water. In most of the cities of my Constituency, drinking water
is being provided once in 15 days or 20 days. So, we are not able to get water. Therefore, | would request this Government to
direct the Karnataka Government to release some water from Kabini and Krishna Rajasagar into Cauvery. This will help us not
only in regard to drinking water but for agricultural operations also. We have to do this for Thanjawur and other delta areas.

Madam, Andhra Pradesh has started illegal construction of dam on Palar river. It would adversely affect T.N.. Therefore, |
would request the Central Government to intervene and direct the govt of Andhra Pradesh to stop the construction of dam on
Palar river.
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Madam, Speaker, let me give a few statistics. In the month of June the rainfall has been only 52 per cent of the total normal
rainfall. It is much below normal. Only 30 mm rain was recorded in the month of June. Sowing of paddy is down by 25 per
cent in the whole of the country. This fall is not merely restricted to States like Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Uttar Pradesh. The




production of oil seeds is down by 45 per cent. S8R hRUT g %’ E2 IIETIE%’ Ele) Te?r %’I

There is an abnormal increase in the prices of essential commodities, particularly the agricultural produce like vegetables. The
traders and wholesalers anticipating drought are increasing the prices of essential commodities. Also, anticipating drought, a
terrible speculation is going on in the country. Se1 qRIEATIT F @I 80, §H BT & & WHR TG H 9dv F a8
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What is happening in the Government is happening within the precincts of the North Block and the South Block. The
Parliament has been kept in dark. Therefore, | am suggesting that it should be declared a national calamity; | am suggesting
that there should be a meeting with the Chief Ministers of the States; | am suggesting a meeting with experts to discuss the
possibilities of dry cultivation and also | am suggesting that Parliament should be made aware of what the Government is
thinking to deal with a national catastrophe that has overtaken the country.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Shri Munde, you have had your turn.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: | have called Dr. Rattan Singh Ajnala.

...(Interruptions)
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MADAM SPEAKER: Shri Munde, you have had your turn. You please sit down.
...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Shrimati Annu Tandon, please conclude.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Other hon. Members who want to associate may send their names to the Table of the House.




...(Interruptions)
Now, we have to take item number 7 — Shrimati Preneet Kaur.
...(Interruptions)
LT FPIGAT : FAT IS S|
. o R sromren (@gy wfte): HsH, A SieeT e gl

IETET ST : 59 §H IR Fg & T ol 319 7T el 30T 39 T fAefe & v 96 SIgw| H 3o 307 golre
gl 3T W e ST H 3o gefich g1 3mf 39 Sfed

HeAET AT : &H o & &1 59 7Y JoIdT AT o I 181 Aevl ST g 3raeArem, 3@ 37 afed
...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Dr. Ajnala, | have just called you.
...(Interruptions)

a7 AQIEAT

G TARH 3L,

ol AR,

S

AR,
3.5 g ged,
I 3,

SFUH.3IRA W,
SHA ST,

AT e w137,
AN Srar SR I F AH A 2RE AT GaNT 3o I AT F Treg R ST g

*Dr.RATTAN SINGH AJNALA (KHADOOR SAHIB) Madam Speaker, Thank you very much for allowing me to speak on this
very serious issue relating to the farmers of the whole country as referred to by Hon'ble Member Shri Sharad Yadav ji. | am
surprised to hear the views of Congress Party's lady member who said that this issue is not required to be raised in this
House. | think she has been elected to this House for the first time and she does not know what to speak and what not to
speak.
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*Dr.RATTAN SINGH AJNALA She should learn first and then speak.
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*Dr.RATTAN SINGH AJNALA : As far as Punjab state is concerned it is also in the grip of drought for the first time. The water
level of Bhakhra Nangal Dam has come down by 40% and in Ranjit Sagar Dam the water level has come down to 116 meter.
The water level of various canals in Punjab has also come down by 50%. We are facing this problem because of these dams
also. And also done to delayed onset of Monsoon. Due to this we are facing severe power crisis in the state. Madam Speaker,
you would be surprised to know that we have curtailed the working hours in our offices and schools because power shortage.
We have also stopped power supply to the industries in the state so that power could be made available to the farmers of
Punjab. We have purchased electricity worth Rs.1200 crores for supplying it to the farmers of the state.
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*Dr.RATTAN SINGH AJNALA : Madam please note it forever that | will always speak in Punjabi only and there is no second
opinion about it. | have been speaking in Punjabi for years together.

Madam, This Congress Government has increased the price of diesel by Rs.2/-. The cost of agricultural input has
increased by Rs.500-600 per acre due to increase in the price of diesel and power. Madam Speaker, the Hon'ble Minister is
sitting here. | would like to make a request that as every state has its own specific requirements and problems the conference
of Chief Ministers should be convened and they should discuss and decide about the requirements of each state which should
also be met so that the people in this country could get two square meals a day. This is a very serious matter.

MADAM SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned to meet again at 2.10 p.m.



