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Title : Discussion on the motion for consideration of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Bill, 2009 as
passed by Rajya Sabha.

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): | beg to move:™

"That the Bill to provide for free and compulsory education to all children of the age of six to fourteen years, as
passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken into consideration."
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TEar # Ao R@AT A The point that | was trying to make is that we have travelled, though we have not travelled far
enough, and the real problem in our country today is not only the fact that only 64 per cent are educated. | am talking about
this based on the 2001 census. The new census of 2011 will, perhaps, show a jump of more than 10 per cent because if you
look at the 1991 census, the jump was almost 14 per cent. So, by the time we get the 2011 figures, hopefully the national
average will be more than 74 to 75 per cent. So, we cannot possibly be satisfied with these numbers. We must ensure that all
children in our country get education of an appropriate quality because today it is not a question of knowing how to read and
write. It is the question ultimately of using your educational skills or the skills that you develop in the course of your education
to compete with the rest of the world and to get jobs and opportunities in employment.

So, we thought and the UPA Government was always committed to the fact that we must bring about a Bill in which we provide
for free and compulsory education for children between the age of 6 and 14.
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| do believe that this will receive the support of every political Party in this House, every hon. Member of this House because

this has nothing to do with politics. Education is something which is integrated with the future of this country. In the 215t



century the assets that are most valuable are not physical assets but intellectual assets. The creativity of the human mind
provides that intellectual asset which forms the wealth of the country. Any impediment in the creation of that wealth, | believe,
is anti-national. We must do everything at the level of the Central Government and the State Governments to move forward as
quickly as possible, to ensure that we create an environment in which children between 6 to 14 get quality education. l%E'H H
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It is with this in mind that the UPA Government considered - | thank the hon. Prime Minister of India and | thank Mrs. Gandhi -
that this was, as far as we are concerned, a matter of national importance and | thank them both for carrying this agenda
forward and here | stand today before you for the passing of this Bill in this House.

I will just mention two-three things. This Bill is not just about getting children to school. This is a Bill which talks about providing
quality education.
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U 3R a1d F 39k T G Aedr §’ ag I8 & & this Bill is called Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Bill. What does this mean? It means that it is free for the children and compulsory for the State. It is very important
to understand that. A child between the age of 6 years and 14 years is entitled as of right, and now it is a constitutional right,
to receive that education free of cost and it is an obligation and a compulsion on the Government, both the State Government
and the Central Government, to provide that education to that child. The compulsion is not with the parents, it is with the State.
This distinction ought to be fully appreciated.
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education, we will take on board your suggestions and we will move along together, with the State Government, to ensure that
India rises to the level of our expectations. The world is looking upon India in the hope that we would meet out national
aspirations, and provide our children with opportunities to move on to college and beyond. | am saying this because at the
moment only 12 children -- out of every 100 children that pass out of school -- reach college. 88 T Flelsl Clg’ﬂ?—f & =7 gl
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Motion moved:

"That the Bill to provide for free and compulsory education to all children of the age of six to fourteen years, as
passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken into consideration."
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"For classes | and Il only 78.3 per cent of students surveyed could recognise letters and read words or more in their
languages. In 2006, it was even worse. Only 73.1 per cent could do so. It is disheartening to peruse that statistics for
classes Il to V where only 66.4 per cent could read class | text or more in their own language in 2007."
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39T hal & g+ B3 HEN F YA €T Financial Estimates, Chapter Ill, Clause 7, recommendation of the
Department Related Standing Committee on Human Resource Development:

"The Committee observes that the projected financial requirement does not reflect the actual distribution of the burden
between Centre and the States. The Government cannot afford to ignore the facts that many State Governments have
expressed their inability to bear the huge financial estimated for the implementation of the Act."
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"In fact, some States have advocated that the Central Government should assume full financial responsibility for the
same. This was the recommendation. The Committee is of the view that this formula that is, for sharing of funds between
Centre and States should be finalised and reflected in the Financial Memorandum of the Bill. The formula for sharing the
funds should be clearly stated and in the absence of any credible formula, should state that till a revised formula is
worked out throughout appropriate consultations, the present sharing formula will continue.”

"The Committee feels that for enabling the financial commission to make appropriate recommendations both the
overall finance costs as well as the sharing formula between the Centre and the States must be settled."
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"The Committee recommends that necessary steps be taken to ensure that the State Governments discharge
their basic responsibility of providing elementary education."
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"RTE Bill: Bane for the poor. Discriminatory, lopsided and myopic, the Right to Education Bill will further increase
the divide between the rich and the poor."
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"As education becomes more inaccessible for the poor than ever before, the State must decommercialise the
existing structure and adopt a common school system providing free and compulsory education."
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"If school education is not taken care of, | predict there would be a bloody revolution in this country in the next 15
years. Therefore, if the Right to Education Bill is passed in its present form, there would be no immediate choice
but to engage in a public interest litigation which may turn out to be the most important one ever fought in the
history of this country."
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"If the Right to Education Bill is passed in its present form, there would be no immediate choice but to engage in
a public interest litigation which may turn out to be the most important one ever fought in the history of this
country."
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