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Title: Submission on the Golden Jubilee of the liberation of the State of Goa and Union Territory of Daman and Diu.
SHRI FRANCISCO COSME SARDINHA (SOUTH GOA): Madam, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak.

Today, I shall stand before the nation in the name of all the Goans to thank the country on the occasion of 50 years of
liberation of Goa. The Goans are indebted to all the freedom fighters starting from Tristao Branganza da Cunha who is
considered as the father of the freedom movement of Goa and all others who have laid their lives and sacrificed for the
cause of liberation of the State from the colonial rule of Portugal.

The Portuguese ruled Goa for about 450 years and it was finally liberated on 19t December, 1961. On 19th December,
1961, the Indian troops marched into Goa, Daman and Diu and liberated all the territories in 48 hours. Several people died

on the occasion and the operation was called Operation Vijay. On 17t December, 2011 Goa paid tributes to the Armed
Forces in Goa and we were proud to have the presence of the UPA Chairperson Shrimati Sonia ji and the Defence Minister
Shri Antony ji on this occasion.

Operation Vijay was undertaken with the blessings of the then Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Operation Vijay was
entirely supported and welcomed by all the people of Goa. On this historic day, we not only celebrate our Independence but
also pay tributes to the Indian Armed Forces for their heroic feat. We have come a long way since liberation from the
Portuguese Rule in 1961.

Goa is now an economically and socially advanced State with highest per capita income among all the Indian States and
boasts of socio-economic indicators that are way above the national average. The State contributes immensely to the
Central coffers through collection of Central Excise, Income-Tax, Customs Duty and foreign exchange earnings from tourism
and export of minerals.

People of Goa are grateful to the Central Government for all the help and support that the State has received in its march to
prosperity. The State shall be extremely proud if the entire country joins us in celebrating the Golden Jubilee of Liberation
and the achievement of the State in the past 50 years.

Jai Goa. Jai Hind.
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THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE): Madam Speaker, I join with you, and the other distinguished
colleagues who have expressed their salutation to the heroic freedom fighters of Goa. As a young man, I remember that we
had to wait 14 years from 1947 to 1961 to get Goa liberated from the yoke of the colonial rule. When it became
independent, some parts of the country were under different colonial masters. Like some parts including Chandan Nagar,
Pondicherry were under the French control. Similarly, Goa, Daman, and Diu were under the control of the Portuguese. With
the French authorities through negotiations, these Enclaves were liberated, but for Goa, not only the people of Goa but
even the people from the rest of the country also had to fight for its liberation.

I remember, two very distinguished Members of this very House itself — Prof. Deshpande and Shri Tridib Choudhary who
offered Satyagraha for the Goa liberation and they spent a number of years — almost two and a half years - Tridib Babu



spent in Goé Aguada Fort jail during the regime of.SaI.azar.

A large number of people of Goa and a large number of people from different parts of the main land of the country had

struggled for the liberation of Goa and ultimately on 19t December, 1961, the people of Goa got their liberation and the
process of Indian independence completed. I take this opportunity in saluting those great heroes and I thank you, Madam,
for giving me this opportunity.
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DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (KARUR): Madam Speaker, Goa is a very beautiful State of our country. Many people have sacrificed
their lives for the liberation of Goa. This is a very noble day. I congratulate the people of Goa on this occasion and I would
also like to appreciate them for maintaining their culture. At the same time, as you have already mentioned, we pay our
respects and homage to the martyrs who lost their lives in the liberation struggle of Goa.

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME (BOLPUR): Thank you, Madam Speaker. On the solemn occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of
Goa Liberation Movement, on behalf of my Party CPI(M), I sincerely pay my heartfelt respect to the heroes of the
Independence Movement of Goa and I congratulate the people of Goa. They are integrated part of our country and I hope
that they prosper well in the future also.
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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Madam, we are deliberating today remembering the great struggle the freedom
fighters have undertaken to liberate Goa 50 years ago. But that struggle was there for more than 15 years. It did not start
in 1947 but much before that. The struggle, as a student of history I would recollect, was for more than 100s of years. The
struggle was for freedom, the struggle was for independence.

My first visit to Goa was not to witness the natural beauty but to attend the Freedom Fighters' Association's Congregation.
I visited a number of freedom fighters' families and till today there are many families in Goa who are still languishing. The
support that the Government is providing to those families, of course, is a great thing, but there are a number of children
who are still languishing in poverty and I would request the hon. Finance Minister and the Leader of this House that
adequate steps may be taken for the children of freedom fighters who are poor and dejected. That will be a great service to
the families of freedom fighters.

With these words, I bow my head before the freedom fighters of Goa.
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DR. RATNA DE (HOOGHLY): Thank you, Madam. I congratulate the people of Goa on this very day. We congratulate Mr.
Tridib Chaudhuri, ex-MP of our Lok Sabha and also Gen. Chaudhari, who had conducted the Operation Vijay in Goa.

SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN (CHENNAI NORTH): Madam, we congratulate the people of Goa on this very great occasion. We
had an association with the DMK Party's founder leader Dr. C.N. Annadurai, who was affectionately called as Anna. When
he had been to US, on the way he visited Vatican City and met the Pope to release Mr. Ranade, who was languishing in the
Portuguese prison even after three years of independence. After his meeting with Pope, the Pope's intervention made the
release of Mr. Ranade. The DMK's association with Goa is also there. We must honour the leaders like Dr. Ram Manohar
Lohia, who had conducted a march for the release of Goa. I once again congratulate the people of Goa. At the same time,
we also pay our respect to those leaders who had fought for the freedom of Goa.
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