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Title: Discussion on the situation arising out of the threat being posed to the very existence of River Ganga and the
Himalayas due to their ruthless exploitation.
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"Finally Nigamanand died on 13t" June in the same hospital, in the same ward where Ramdev was being
treated in the ICU just after seven days of fasting. Briefly, the glaring ironies around the story of the two men
created a furore, but soon in a death as lies the real and urgent cause Nigamanand has been fighting for was
quickly forgotten."
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fopotls Q2t0l arct 3, &2 ugl oion 3 urell i 3, siom 3 olaKT &, siom 3 Vet 3, A Al 3@ &, o9 BT T HA b2 I 3 Al Sl-dllal & aAD
giat o 3 ciledt Jadt &, uctedt Jadt & sl @ siom 3 A 3z Akt & &) T gforn @I DIs Fdifdisr gt I Aol aIcl IADI FbIacT DI
Jepar 37 W3t sl 3 Siat sl dc U SRiol drcl BAST ugl urel! did 3, sl dc U2 TR16! arel BRASI 5636l SR Follel BT 8l, 3T Siet Ul 3t
3iiz sl & urefl 3 IUSISs IdA I I WAcl ciaeialdl 8l, 3 3l P dIR 3 PR sARI efte 3 slon bt ufddcl, sion bl Ygel, sl &b Siet bl arRI
BT YdIg 3112 sien bl fieTdr I Jole 330l U2 PR & of AN dl & ISk & b 3l Bl P, A, el DI &A forals oldl o2 ur 33 3) sien
I eI spld} 3 foroed! 3 3l APR dd Siidl 3 Adurel ABRIST Sit of $AD T2 3 AR ff#Irel, sion I Sl Facsdl Pl APRIE e, a6 il 33
3 Slis®? SRaw oo S sien DT [aaRvI seiiedt of fipa, TSI APR & Pet I APl ST Yo I Uo fopen, Sil 9T @I 3ol Udsll & 3gR & e
cle &) §@ll B DdHS A sion fordeldl 3, S Pl eRUI Pl dletl DIS olal 3, T 9 SPM DI LRI BT 3| Dad 3 [ el A Bal, IAA, A
SISl I ¢IRUT Dol 32 sl 31T &t Siet 3 Ierst Sl 8 fibe grefelr w2 3, Al Siel & Ud e Pl 9eel 9 fordls a8, 33 son fordetdt
2| RIRT a3 A v gell B DS A D2 32 31T bt Ser 3 3exsr srdt oft, 32t dzg sien b Tacadr o1 sifdrIet IrDR G Bsa A forawear g,
cIfdpol BAIMB! b i P SIIeT Dl SICI3N I ICTSID I ST 5| PN DI FATHAT IIIRIGT dDoilbl PRI, GBS, 3G B ST I BA D2 3B
Sl 8 cifdpot s 3 Dol AWIS o1dl Bledl 3 PN sl A forderd! &, Wl WGl A forperdt 8 3iik BRI o1 sAfee A5 & Kb RA bt
JiFpler oI foraiur 3l o1 Bl ATPIT DI Igal Al RA D fdfd el B Sl DI &, IAD! a6l BaArerRI A gelt & 3l 9RdA bl alfgal &
fepoite 3 &1 s Ji¥pier I foreiur gai g

17.00 hrs.

331 Mt oIl P 2 91 D! [ 31U 3R BH STal & 3, B2 AT FIeoll aifea fBarery A formerd! 8, d ga-b2 2 sion 3 &t PRl &) 3PR A
AR oifea 9L sl Al a1 @I Siet ol 9L Bow PN DI ufdgdr & Are-Arel sion i fretol arefl sft sife=ll bt Stet el ufde, Facs, fOmie,
Tazerd? 3T fBAD2 8, IDR DI 3ol W 8ft RicTol Dol aIfdy) AT 913k &b Rrdst @1 urell s Sit, Aol St 3z 3/ Gt oifee 3 Prer 3,
J1sft Rrdsst o1 urell foreprer @2 siom-2Egen 3 BRIT &) 3 3 3 yrefolr w6l agen 6 91E3t & ol Rdsst & i ureft aifg=il 3 Bre 3 33x
d1e? feedie wiic & SIidu 9Lg ®2| a8l U2 Ufdust Ae ool B2 IRIURI & Adl & o1 Riars ol Y @2 & dl 3A ulfl 3 selRi-cirdl vbs Sl
ol RBars ot e # 2 Siresn 3iie sen wd st sifeRll DI et ufde, sft 23sft cifcbor MU 3A UZ I olEl DI GRIID 3T IA AlSToll UL AF DI,
BIIR-Gl BollR DAS FUWA 31U Sel ST, A el i 96 3Mel 3, it sigot DI o Sl 3 3l APR 9 o Srp2 BRIA 3) 3 A6 zeIR-al eI
S FU #ft slen I 4RI I T6 SIusll; AP Dt DIS foreNel o1 2ol Blol AcAIDol DN b U fiper A IR 32 fiperR Tel sRI? I sion
& Ue & 8t get sr sAfere 3y A 3T oty yrelolt &) 3 310 o1 Fs1d Sar § fop Asht 91831 & 518 urelt @l formIetol & fé1w 3mu are? feedie wiie
TIoIST 3l 33 Ulolt DY o1&l B gRI A i Riars & ferg iy gt T ag & fo it orwrmell A sict uloft foraserar & sl oifeRil 3 i
3y...(caqurr)

oft sIeirEA Ris Arca (Jergsl): us G getrell & Ue 3 sra 3 ... (arst)

17.02 hrs.

(Shri Franciso Cosme Sardina in the Chair)



ofl AT SIRRIVI AUTCd : I8 Al Do & &b U sfen P Uc 3 Tl oR1 Il PRl & Jof Asil DI urell sifeRil 3 PRI &) offeRll P fpone-
fdbolry Sia a1t 31 slieNfBIcur 31l Al Asil 3eisll & urefl @ offesRil 3 feoll a8 A PRI SR a5 321 oict @I fBogadrol & ciloll d Arel, 3RISAAT
P AT G Aeel 87 sAfeTe sARI ofifer adl srsas 2l o) 3 3A D Yg Dol Argan b Ficrol Ieher & Sil vivn 3l G2 oifeedl I sicr urell BRI &
3ol 31 3 fpefol U= MU of PIears Pl &) 31U of fbelol DI UPST & 3R fibeol U ADGHI bl 37 31U of fpelol PRI P! §6 fepn 3 3l ool
DRIIGI AMID DI Sict 31 d6 fpanr 3? MU SIard Sl IR ST IASY Al 331 IHIST UIvsl b AP bl ST qetdrel 3| SARTY 3y A 13t et
yrefotl 8 fp fBaATeT ol 9l doll 2 Raaw) BATCRI B JIRIURI & Us e Sl 28 8| AMBRI cllsl Siid &) Us dI dled 3 3l 308 301 D2 o Sl |
q Us @al S 37 53 AAG A SA o6l 3, I3-aS 9183 I SISy, &2 Aol I dale bl dlar & 3z &2 dlar 2 cwdl Bt v dlar oens o &
I 320 Igol arcl ciiell Y sl of ol Boglel & 3i62 Sl IS-aS AL Ud AUool cllel 3 d [Bogilel B USISI DI oiell Jordid 3 3T Jof
oIt A 3ol T2 D) ASIKI 3| IADIol 3 offd Bl BIAI 3 31T 3A wol Uz TSt cIomd 3 3feTe o6 SIa wol uz aciel al smarst odt aleft cifdpor
ISt UR dciel Al AR Aleldl 3 RRIA 3oib IAIfdiol Bl dct Brcidr 2 fob d fbdal JAuoar 37 sAfTE cibs! dled & iz Berera &t Bt o
D3 offcll 3 St 3 9131 DT SRVl BIAI 3| off; DI Uc 316l & 31 3G AT &) IPN DI €T 9=l STt &) MU Ucoll Al ARIVERA 3 SIp2 3ol PB1
8lel SRaw) sieT 9182 A 62 acll s18 3| uscl oI Ucoll & ol eff) ucell 3 ESIRI-eIdl <llsl 3l & A U2 BS g Aol 3| I IS DI 3
S &) ISt sl 9182 A G fobciletics g7 actt o1 3 3/ sl Bl 4RI ofdt & afcd §RUI & DRUI &) Pl Bd BICT oict Jorcdt St 3 &) sion bt et
el actt S 3@ 3) Bt ot sien Al 331 et s bt ivpfer el R @1 SRBERI AL MRA B el Sfoell B IGIA AP HRA D
STol-Slol <1 GIUI PN | TR P U3l b YIuT 3N SATCTE o bl ¢RI I el B2 IRaw Sl $11e P Hlold, Uil 3i2 oIt P fdpell sRM6l aret
cioll &bl Sifel 3T YIuT 3

3Rt A sARL vl 3 HIEITYR P olelGID fURUA!T 3 cldp? DacId d APICIYR i Sicifbol &) 33 Siciftbol 8] Bl SR &) 9P 3 il Golofix ISt 3,
3T el D e orl Hifdie| s 3 ot Aeweist & osicld Pl d deld | Sl #l Sise, sl &bl 4RI i Sl derd 8ld &, 3o cllel Wisa
3l &) 308 TSy,

3 v 91 Daol agen| #2 4, RIFaeR AP 3 BISH Bt A3 3t 28 off)...(=aeror)
oft AIcIREI Ris Aca § S dier oIl Sl 233 &, 31U 3T I 1Rl det 33 &, Sion Pl 4RI Dai A 31 2L 3. (adeor)
off 5aISa SIRRIVI AGa (FreLeel): 3 el ara dicion; .. . (Riawret)
MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, please do not disturb him.

...(Interruptions)
off 3aAST GIRRIVI AIGd & & dl BN & Sil 3ol MU Aeldl 3| & o1l wadl 5 et dlar 2w, Aarm,... (wderer)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

...(Interruptions)
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TDCRAIUT DI
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forererar 3, didr 8, Serdrel doldl 3 PS8 d SIIel 3, ¢ei bl 281 D1 3) Pact ofidr at ofdl, sfiiar b Arer ST &1, 3on &, el Arar off &,
T 9113 DI BT BIoM|



3t, gcliera (errcrsist): AUl ARG, 3MUol ST Si°N &P q2 3 dicTol Bl JHiepl [, SIAH foTe 3 MUDT eoeraIG BT 3| SHBRI 5@ s[E
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3 gl off, s  eRIu odf 35 orft 3| 3Iel IRDR, frd I i AdE IRDRL 3Gl A IAD GBI 6t ad 3l 3t 2 5 s P SIeT Br HA
9.5 Pl SIRI? T4 9T 91 urett &t o1dt 2aem, Al fept <fist Bl 9Lg b= SIReT 3R fberolT 331 U2 Ul cleIRI SIRPI ?

ANURT ABIGR, 3 3MUD AR A JRPR A 1G0T DIl ALl § b IRPR DI A TR 3T 3 usel Dofl aifde b sien oI urel! siR Tl st
311 381, 3Dl sifdect a1 o=l ofdl a8 2&? aefl off Yadl a1 Riz Sit of war b IRRAS 3 A Tt JolIb2 Ulefl DY AT Sl 28T 3| 3AfTY SIa-
SId J&l P ciloll of Ypiel B Al Raelars fdpar &, da-ae 3T JMMIRIG GY 9T DI, A ciloll Pl IokToll UST 8| ISl Ybid & Arel Racrars 8
28l 3, &Rl docfl o 28t &) faarerr Rreofl cidt At fopaft 6t ordl &) arret 33 off errom=lt w20l @1 YRRt fopar S 281 8 sAfee 33 Sor & sifer &
381 3, clisil &t sifer 8t 28 3 amrer Berfer 9t s srft 8 b S1a siew @1 I8 A SIet oIl 3 BT 3, Al $ER Si°N I Sl Sict TR 3, T8 TG ofld e
SR &) cilell @l Ulol @I Uloll 18l f3reT 381 &) 31rsT cllel Ygite urell df 28 &, f3eR aemer avs ol #Ric2 dienf=i dar & & &

As1rufer ABIGR, AR IRDR I off SRRIEI 9l DiJoic At 28 &) ORI a3 A ditl Jolid2 sien B Ulelt Bt ADT Sl 28T 3, 3calol $AD Racs
dicToll 9, UP SIglG BT JPl YgUul dls, Sil Yol et Pl eASIAT I Joll oll, 3l oKl & feb 3AD DRI 368 $A UG A BRI 3R, IoTDI
FHICTI Blell SR, AIfd d $A A6 DI 3MEISl o 30R| 3Gl Sl RARP A3 A IORPN, 33 &l G SIRPN .= 33 Racp Breas & SiRef
Iolcpl fA8IIeT SGel f&=r ol Sodlol srcal-arcet ard wdl 3| ool spefior fadrT Al off SRR 2der of el b Jor 3 BT TEIR A SEIT BIe ST
38 3, 3A ST 3T B3 AUl 3 ub AR fib2 Rl siicietel 9% 2ol DI SR 3| $AD 3IEII Sl 1plaloll XTalal al 261 &, 3A S1plaloll Holol
A BRI WRITRYI Y3t A8 A Yfdd 8l &l 3

JAUfer A6, ' MUD HIRBI A AP A Dol AIgol 6 S IS B AR 8, Rrrdl aumer Vft cfda ufiisons 2, Sit aier gotror 6f 3
3ii? 31T Sl diel Jol g8 3, 3 WR Yferdel clololl 3w, Si foraivr ori 8l 3l 8, 33 Adoll AIBE AIfeh Sl umell Barerr 3 Brocrm:, sPid] 3
forerd? dAcrefl scirml 3 3T 3, a8 SIfeid of 8l 3TR YS9l P CIONIEI Gl Gotol VA 9182 3, Sil 9P AC U2 T3 U 3 312 3ADI ¥l Jolbl BIerd 8,
AT 3T IXDBR A TS [ ATPR 33 A8 DI DGH 3018 Alfeh A Sl AHIH diel Tol 28 3, of dol ORI ABT P clloll DI WItd AT A ST Brex
AD)| U SolRA Ji ool @I &l ulefl i &, sl 128 A sclslels 3 8 Sclsllc i Sl HFdl okl 3, Al it urell eiret 8l Sirr &, sl dietr siiz weft
DIt 3l ST 3, d8i U2 ¢lidl 3ligiciol Bl 3, d cllel a8l @I urefl Uiel 3, 3oIh UR S0l iiter oidl 3 fob 3vsusu ol urefl fiie| SIq Sict @1 ydis
ISt 389, il Yoo sft o Bl STesH, clisil ol Iacs ulel! diol & fere frclen a=iifcs usrsT A 3ifol arell Uloft etreT Stst-giesdl A forderd il &,
I A IUfERI Bt 3, Siar fop Jardt 291vr Sft of a1, PR s B SIcT BT 3P AleT 912 9ft fepft acior 9 dg B2b 2ar S, dl sft 3T DI
ety ordf Yol BAr 3| 3BT PRUI AS! 3 b fFArerr 3 Sl urelt deie udd, usrst 3 forerds 3l 3, 33Ah Arel SIS-afera st &, /A 32
#AToId Dl BRIGT BIeldl 3| sAfTe A MUl 3R Dol [P U ITRRAUS Pl IRDR P 53 A6 I AclE & b Sl WA dcd Toll 38 3, qiel Toll
23 &, 301Dl AcepIct AD,

oft org aca (FdgRT): F8ice, Fadt 2ovr Sft aiiz 2mft MRRI grRI 8 srft ardl @ AR o1& Jair aredr g, ciftper Sil Bl 3, d sdol e
8 b [P @I IRAI SId 3 8910l UDSI 8, [ADRI 3 D8l GIoRI 31 GRII 8311, I8 3 o1dl Sileldl, cifdpol f&ogrol 3 5 DRI 3 3 $A f[dprI Bl
oSicbel 3 91Ids f3eufer 81 srdt 8 f3eticrar dear usrs 8, giorn 3 ekl SISl $dl Usls 3, clfdbol a3l dedl Ugls 3| Ai¥ara wivar & nfsr sgmeu
DT AR SAIGT AR AT 3 8 AR got 23T 3, 3t off foreriur & I+ w2 3) v 54, 31 34, diol $a 3rerI a6 281 3, Sloll Sil 3IUD
IRAUS §, Rl 9avs A siie dloft spavs A ear a1 §) oIl avf uscl A3 JWIPT A Ded2 A Asl 3R 312 Yelle DIAA-DA] A [Sarer
Toll 3 3Bl fBACTI oIl oll, <5 St T A DI A SAIST SITAIST ST 3, a8 BAICTI 6 3lig A ol &) 3D 16 A ol & f3aarer it 3
3z aiom St 3, 31dbel oIct ofdt 3 f&arerI 3, dacT I 3l GHIGT DI BISDH2, Al HIA DI SIS sen I Sl 3| oo 3l 3, 3PRDeD oft 3) A
A ool A &l 1S g3 offl & 32 3R bl st 3 el Sl &) sieid s & &b ot cllall of Asi sion @I 3l [&ArerRr o1 auiel fiper, 33 Fol bt
I I G2, MUl Sit féast wier dotren &, oI @t 8ft &S 3, cifdpot il &g a3t dier Jorrnr 8, 3Dt e uf¥aseyelt 3ol b eff, aeiifds of Al smud
U1 WRITH Jeret &, of AFufer oft iz of & seoft waa eft)...(=aeror)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions) €] »
off 9RG AIcd : SPIGHFadm! uld Sit dia ©s 38 & b afde #12 3 3l 311 sien Uiy d Joll 33 3| 3ol arcll didt 331 ug act ordl urest

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, please do not get distracted. Please address the Chair.



off 9R¢G wIGq : BT A fpet! 8t aifee sl 3 3 331 s B 3Bt aret oIt g, cifcpol ORI Sole 3 oot St 3, 3 3 YSor A Asi AT g
FcIfpofl B T2 3 ABT B AR of IART b IADT emr &t Aot arctt 3| ZaHrerI 3 Sit bed Usls &, 3T a8l colcl IoIUsl dl Sil cllel 33 SeTIdb I
SR U &, 31U S GH fib bt 138 A IoIb TR 53D 318 8, okl G202 US 318 8| yedt & oftd 51 Trgloll B cdrot A HDFU 3T 3, clfcbol sl il
ferfer siiz sft x2m@ a1 28t &) cller At 911 &, coll 3 asdier al disl &, cIeIar & b S9r &l 9l GoIb2 3 ST siol 3P oldl gaelt Al fibz Jor
33 T .. (Reror)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record. Please do not disturb him.
(Interruptions) €+

oft org ArGa & JAemufer Sft, i 3MURY 3ELE W & fp 33 Yo dia 3 wdeer UaT Bl I AT IR oIt Bl 3BT 3 SAMRTY MU PURI Seail STedt
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o1 & fpotiz 2, a1 Pt P fpati2 3l 1 owist & bt &l a6 Pact aidl ordl Al 2 as arez draet oft Sar-oftanr wdt 2 sl Pact sieE B
fere, dior & fore &l urefl o1l et & ael a P seIp b arce-ciact @l oft St Dl &) el P il Sit Stet bl v W AdAG, B Bl 3 3IR ot
ggd uscl sl ol fop afen I dgret il & asi srel-2it 3 ol exdt @1 Mg el glorar 31 & A sisn P Aol I &) 3 I Siet 3 e Al Aol v e
Ut eft fob sism @I dAcTel glorar 3 ¥ dActol & SR srel-ft 8, 331 U2 3y wier Toil 28 2l Pa 3l ActidT D! & ol 3T YR DI VAT Bl
8 o SPRI DI 316l D & f&) soticpoll 3iie sl Pl Ard Dol D T8 SDI chsi-gdsl i ¢ a1 PSR U [AIell Bl Japw T6elIdR B,
A DT D DI D2 38 &, 368 ToldRIoIdIc A Tl FAcderd 87 d dl 8 38 & fob 3ol Bigalt @I et 9 sIell, Jor iz Mol arefl A=A I oI19r
Bl 31, JoIhl el A 3l

ALGAAZ, PR AR DI fdoirel PR D&l A Bon dl Bercr A Blon aRiifd A8 sifORR Uecsn 3k Aq adal, Ivcen 3T Foas A D2 sidl dd
P Tl arcll o1dl 8, fBarerr Bl Fsxrott fEgacrel DI dardt ® ol U2 of Siestt it Jarel ciiell of IORN &, I3A AVICI! I AL, JAToTofter
9T SRR St I A Jre2 el 3t offy d Steor] 3 diet 38 ) 3oalol AIST a6 Sl [ uR®! & e b=, doiar & fw 3k v aoas 3 &
JACIAR, clfcpel IADI PS g3 oIl ddel YSDI AR WG| clfcbol HAlolofRM olcustol Sit godl ot ordl el A a<t $fieios &) clfcper
Go[dRR6IIC I ARIell b2t Id A STRRAS @I ARIel ofdl &, fBarerr fodl A dI Aeufer otdt 8 f&aarerI ofdl sIon Al A6 YA DI G IS,
1131 3012 oIl 3 TIp2 TII AD DI YR eIl AdIS! A ST ol

3G, D fpotiz 3 gu Ml sencd aas Bl 3 IIDR A Dol Aledl § b UsTs, oicl, oirel, Sisflel, a1 & W12 gloran odl actdl &) sorchl aargt
P G AHRAAT o1 Tl IS! oIt ool 3 O A6 AFAAT RIS aY I SAGI 39f| 391 f6lTel b PoIR R IS 2 31 39l feTter Bl 5ol B
D3 e & b 391 f3aArerI 3 ol G 3B 3| B BACRI P U DI AR 38 &) oI R 3T foIDIel 3 &) T8l Sil MNATPR gu &, MU Jol 3MATDRI DI
EI ¢IF] o1&l D2 UIBll) HI¥e DR Al UATARVI HICRI Dl deple], 3ifdetsd 3l asl Sirell anfdu 3l U3 DIl Bl Adoll AMBY| SRR A Sit
of B DMl DI ADT | 2 SCIRD AELDPIF 3, STal IR I 3, HEA YS9l 3 d8l UP o1c] W fAGIctt Jotrol Dbl ufRIISTol 3 iEPIé P Sivlel Pl PIC
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SK. SAIDUL HAQUE (BARDHMAN-DURGAPUR): Mr. Chairman, thank you for giving me a chance to speak on this important
subject. The Himalaya and the Ganga are of immense importance to the nation. But, of late, the hazardous environment of
the Himalayas and the Ganga are posing a serious problem to the country. Because of global warming and climate change,
the fast receding Himalayan glaciers have a common cause of concern to everybody.

You know that the Department of Science and Technology revealed that the Himalayan glacier is receding by 17
meters per year. The United Nations Environment Programme Report of 2008 says that the way the Himalayan glaciers
were melting, it would disappear in the next few decades endangering a large part of life. That is why, we have to show
more concern about it.

What is of more concern is that ecologically fragile environment of the Himalayas is under grave threat from big dams,
deforestation and mining activities. Besides large scale construction of dams, roads, tunnels, buildings and other public
utilities, combined with indiscriminate mining and quarrying, has also contribute to the fragility of the Himalayan ecology,
creating an environmental imbalance in the total region. Being stripped of the protective vegetative cover, that is, because
of deforestation, the Himalayan soils are fast losing their capacity of absorbing rain water. So, landslides, earthquakes and
other mass movements are severe environmental hazards in the total Himalayas.

Now, coming to the Ganga, we know that the Ganga is now under great threat of pollution. Nearly one billion litres per day
of domestic waste goes directly into the River along with thousands of animal carcasses. Another 260 million litres of
industrial waste is added to this by the hundreds of factories along the river banks. As a result of that, we are now facing
the great menace of pollution which brings with it the water-borne diseases, including cholera, hepatitis, typhoid and
dysentery. The sacred practice of depositing human remains in the Ganga also poses health threats. An inadequate
cremation procedure contributes to a large number of partially burnt or unburnt corpses floating down to the Ganga. The
major polluting industries are the leather industries, especially those in Kanpur, and also the pharmaceutical, electronics,
textile and paper industries and tanneries.

In 1996, the Supreme Court had banned the discharge of effluents from various tanneries and factories located on its banks
in Kanpur and in the Ganga basin, but that has not been followed properly and no action has been taken. Another matter of
great concern is construction of buildings in an unplanned way in the Ganga basin, and thereby illegally grabbing the
embankments of the Ganga. It is also posing a threat to the very existence of the Ganga.

Illegal mining in and around the Ganga basin, particularly in Haridwar; is also posing danger to the river bank and the
riverbed. On July 19, 2011, a Central Pollution Control Board report on the quality of water in Bhagirathi River warns of an
increase in pathogenic contamination.

The Ganga Action Plan was initiated in 1985 which was devised to clean up the river in selected areas by installing sewage
treatment plants and threatening fines and litigation against the industries that pollute it. Almost Rs. 1,000 crore have been
pumped in Ganga Action Plan Phase I and Phase II between 1985 and 2000, but the River is still sullied. Also, there is large
scale corruption. No action has been taken properly. That is why, the Government has constituted National Ganga River
Basin Authority, based on the report of the IIT.

The matter which is of grave concern is that CAG has sent a report to the Government on April 1, 2010 telling that
there would be no water in the long stretches of the famous Alaknanda and Bhagirathi riverbeds if the Uttarakhand
Government goes ahead with its plan to build 53 power projects on these two rivers, which join the Ganga. A CAG
Inspection Report also tells that as a result of that, the villages settled along the river basin will be uprooted once the river
goes dry, leading to mass migration and cultural erosion. According to a report published in India Today, a plan to produce
electricity in the Himalayas to ease power situation in the plains would make Ganga disappear in the valley of its origin.

Now, the barrage which has been made in Farakka, is not being maintained properly. One lock-gate has been broken and a
lot of water is going out. The Government is taking no notice of that. If no proper action is taken, that will pose a great
danger. As a result of that, I appeal to the Government to look into all these aspects because Himalayas and Ganga are
having a greater role in the development of economy - in the health sector, in the agriculture sector, in the socio-economic
sector. If we do not give proper attention to it and do not take proper action, it will not bring out any result. Hence, I
appeal to the Government to look into the whole matter and take appropriate action.



With these words, I conclude.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, those who want to lay their speeches on the Table of the House may do so.

* SHRI C. SIVASAMI (TIRUPPUR): Hon. Chairman, I thank you for giving me an opportunity to speak in the discussion on
this important subject which this august House has taken up. River Ganga gets polluted in a big way and it is not restricted
to river Ganga alone. Many of our rivers in the country are polluted massively and it is a matter of great concern. In the
South in Tamil Nadu rivers like Cauvery, Coovum, Noyyal and Pennar are getting polluted. Instead of going in for cleansing a
polluted river, it would be better to go into the root cause of the problem and take pre-emptive measures and avoid the
river getting polluted. This would help us to protect a river from getting polluted. In the scientific age, as we resort to more
and more of industrialization by way of setting of many industrial units, we get a problem on hand to dispose off the
effluents from the factory units. The untreated effluents and the sewerage let off from the industrial towns cause massive
pollution in the river systems available by their areas. To bring to your notice, a specific problem in a specific area, I would
like to point out the pollution problem accruing to river Noyyal in my Tirupur Lok Sabha Constituency. This is a sub-river of
River Cauvery and it used to have clean water that can be used for drinking, cooking and bathing purposes till some 30
years ago. But now, the water is not fit even for cultivation. Now, it is only a river of effluents from the dyeing units. Why
this situation has arisen? It is not only the river Noyyal that has become unusable but it is also polluting river Cauvery. This
calls for a concerted effort to treat the effluents from industrial units before it could flow into a river. Sewerage treatment
plants also must be there along with effluent treatment plants for industrial units. In order to go for this processing that will
avoid river pollutions, the Centre must liberally extend huge financial assistance to the state governments that can attend
to the problems as per the ground reality and

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Tamil.

the local problems. Our leader the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Puratchi Thalaivi Amma has recently announced a
liberal interest free loan to the tune of about 200 crores of rupees to set up 13 to 15 such effluent treatment plants to
overcome the pollution problems that affect river Noyyal and also the industrial activities there. In order to carry out river
cleansing operation in a big way in Tamil Nadu the Centre must come forward with a special package and must extend at
least " 10,000 crores to the Government of Tamil Nadu. I urge upon the Union Government to look in to this. As the rivers
get polluted due to industrial activities, the contaminated toxic water becomes unfit for cultivation. And it creates a rift and
tension between the agriculturists and industrialists. There are also clashes in this regard between the farmers and those
who work in industrial units. This even leads to law and order problem. All these problems can be solved by way of taking
measures to treat waste water that flow into rivers. This calls for huge funding and the Centre must help the state
governments with adequate release of funds to ensure the avoidance of river water pollution. It is not only Cauvery that is
getting polluted but also river Pennar due to huge sewerage disposal from the city of Bangalore. Similarly, the river Coovum
in Chennai that used to be its pride is now a big problem to the city as an open drainage with enormous flow of sewerage
into it. I urge upon the Union Government to provide enormous funds several thousand crores of rupees to the Government



of Tamil Nadu to clean the river systems and to avoid further pollution by way of setting up treatment plants. With this I
conclude thank you.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Member, please take your seat for a minute.



Hon. Members, I have a list of eight more speakers to speak on this discussion. If the House agrees, the time of the House
may be extended by one hour.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay; Shri Lingam, you may continue your speech now.

* SHRI P. LINGAM ( TENKASI): Let me thank the Chair for giving me an opportunity to participate in the discussion on the
need to protect our rivers from pollutions. River Ganga is one among the great rivers in the world which flows more than
2,000 kms from the place of its origin. The great Indian perennial river Ganges is about 2,500 kms. long. This discussion
assumes importance because we are now deliberating on the need to protect river Ganga which is being polluted
massively. Our Government needs to pay greater attention to protect our environment and our river systems from being
polluted.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Just a minute. I have a list of 8 Members to speak in this discussion under Rule 193. So with the consent
of the House let me extend the time by one hour. Now, you may please continue.

SHRI P. LINGAM : Rivers are important source for the irrigation needs of our agriculture. Rivers contributes to our food
production. So, rivers and their water form the basis of our crop cultivation, agricultural activity and overall food production.
River Ganga is referred to in our great epic Ramayana. Guha offers fish, as food to Lord Rama is what we find in that epic.
That shows that

18.02 hrs (Dr. M. Thambidurai in the Chair)
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from time immemorial clean water and pure water fishes were available in river Ganga. That only proves the point that
river Ganga was flowing without pollution. But unfortunately, it has been heavily polluted now. It has been pointed out that
fish catchments have been greatly hampered due to heavy pollution. People who have had their livelihood by way of
catching fish have all been affected. River Ganga passes through several states and finding its confluence with several
rivers like Yamuna, Gomti, Kosi and Damodar is increasingly becoming unsuitable for irrigation to carry on with agriculture.
This has greatly affected our agricultural activity more particularly food production. The Government must wake up to this
reality and must understand that pollution and agriculture production are inter-linked. Hence, we must take care to see that
pollution does not come in the way of our food production. We need to bear this in mind at a time when we are going in to
legislate Food Security Bill. If you want to increase our food production and ensure increased protection to our rivers the
Government should think in terms of nationalising all the rivers of the country. Through our National River Water Policy the
inter-linking of major rivers of the country was contemplated even at the time of Jawaharlal Nehru. But unfortunately, that
project is being kept in cold storage successively. There is now a viable plan to link about 30 major rivers of the country. It
is also estimated that it would ensure availability of water throughout the country. It has also been reported that through
that project we can over come the problem of pollution.

Rivers originate from the hills. It makes the land fertile and suitable for cultivation when they flow across the plains. In
Tamil Nadu the east flowing rivers are all originating from the Western Ghats. The plains of Tamil Nadu are best suited for
crop cultivation and production of food grains, as agriculture has always been carried on in a big way from the ancient
times. Such world-renowned agricultural plains must get continued irrigation and water supply. When it is possible to get
abundant water flowing one part of the country to another place where water is in great demand it would only help the
agricultural activities to go on uninterrupted.

Today several kinds of encroachments are made by the side of the rivers and also on the riverbeds by way of constructing
resorts or quarrying sand. Thus the perpetrators of pollution and the encroachers even create panic and alarm about such
rivers.

In Tamil Nadu we have Cauvery, Porunai, Vaigai, Palar the ancient ones which find themselves polluted now. Hence, we
must go in for the Garland Canal Scheme to link the southern rivers and give life to the river systems there. I urge upon the
Government to nationalise all the rivers and to see that all the rivers are cleansed and protected from being polluted
further.



We must go in for conserving water by way of protecting our rivers by way of nationalising them. Ours is an agro-economy and
our agriculture is dependent on rivers. It is only when our agriculture is given an impetus, we can increase agricultural
production. Now, at least at this juncture when we contemplate Food Security Bill, we must give priority to save our rivers and
river water from being polluted. Apart from nationalising our rivers we must also go in for cleansing them in a big way.

What we witness today in Mullaiperiyar issue is nothing but a creation of those who want to encroach upon. They have even
managed to create a panic about the Dam there for their self-ends. River water that flows in one part of the country must benefit
the agricultural activities in the other parts of the country and that only adds to the national food production. So, water must
unite us and integrate us. This can be done by way of nationalising all the rivers that are our national assets. So, we must protect
our rivers from being contaminated or polluted and judiciously utilised and its waters are equitably distributed to augment
agriculture and food production. With these I conclude. Thank you.

* SHRI THOL THIRUMAAVALAVAN (CHIDAMBARAM):I heartily thank the Chair for giving me an opportunity to speak on
this important subject. Our saint poet Thiruvalluvar said, "NEER INDRI AMAIYATHU VULAGU" "without water there cannot
be our world". Water is inevitable for us all and we cannot survive without that and water is very much needed as an
inseparable aspect in our life. We all know that water is one among the five elements that constitute life and this world.
Three fourth of our globe is covered by sea and one fourth of land mass is there for us to live on. Though water is available
in plenty and abundantly, sea-water cannot be consumed by us. So, nature has given us water as its gift that flows in our
rivers. Nature on its own purifies the water from mineral sediments and various other salts and chemical compounds. We
use to get serene water from the rivers. That is why water is considered as elixir of life.

River Ganga is our sacred river known for its purity. Now, we are concerned about the man-made problems that have
interfered with nature. Since, river Ganga has been polluted in a big way, the Government of India has taken upon itself a
massive scheme to clean Ganga evolving a project at a cost of about 7,000 crores of rupees. The action plan to improve the
conditions of the river at various places have been devised and announced. We are now discussing this save Ganga
programme after initiating our cleansing efforts, mobilising funds from World Bank and other sources. It has also been
decided to get rupees 5,100 crores from the Centre and pool together rupees 1900 crores from the states of Uttarakhand,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.

At this juncture, I would like to point out to the ground reality in this country where we find heavy floods on one side and
serious drought conditions on

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Tamil.

the other one and the same time. Drinking water problem is a rampant in several parts of the country. The
environmentalists and the futurologists predict that the next world war will be for water.

At a time when, water is essential and has become an integral part of our life, we also find people mindlessly polluting our
water resources either by way of encroaching upon or by way of quarrying of sand and exploiting riverbeds or by way of
constructing dams and threatening to demolishing the existing dams. By this we would only be harming interests and life of
our future generations. In this generation, by way of polluting our rivers mindlessly, we are endangering the life of our
future generation. So, it is necessary to preserve our rivers and conserve water and clean them.

In Tamil there is a proverb, "Thaayai Pazhithaalum, Thanneerai Pazhikkathey" which means "even if you insult your mother,
don't do it to a river". That shows the importance that must be accorded to water. We must respect water and water
resources even if we fail to respect our mother. When we are expected not to denigrate water, we are polluting water in
several ways apart from allowing sewerage water to flow into river systems. Resorting to mining activities near the rivers
cause enormous pollution. We are harming the smooth flow of our river systems and its capacity to purify the water by
itself by way of quarrying sand mostly in illegal way exploiting nature, which has offered sand as a gift to mankind to
cleanse water in a natural way. Lakhs of years have been spent by nature to produce sand but the mindless people exploit
it with avarice and greed. This results in furthering the pollution, as there is no way to purify it when we pollute it.
Recently, I had been to the river Ganga. The great Ganga that is considered to be a sacred river and a perennial river,
which is being celebrated in our great epics is now full of impurity and not fit even to wash our hands with. I was greatly
shocked and saddened by the dirtiness of the impure water there.



On this occasion, I would like to urge upon the Union Government to take up the inter-linking of rivers projects and take
steps to link river Ganga with river Cauvery to create a situation that there is no place in India where there is scarcity of
water. River Ganga does not belong to mere five states in India but it belongs to the entire country and it is a scared asset
of all the hundred and ten crore people of India. So, we must take efforts to take river Ganga to the South thereby linking it
with river Cauvery and bring to an end to the drought situation. As a step towards this, all the rivers must be nationalized.
No river must be considered as a property of that particular state in which it is flowing. For instance Mullaperiyar belongs to
the people of both the States of Tamil Nadu and Kerala. It must not be considered as one that belongs to a single state.
Just because Cauvery originates in Karnataka it is considered to be their property over which they alone can wield their
rights. That has resulted in a situation where Tamil Nadu has to wait for water looking to Karnataka. Be it Mullaperiyar or
Cauvery or Bhavani or Palar, it belongs to all the people of the country. In the absence of this spirit Tamil Nadu is finding
itself in a position to look to the neighbouring states with the begging bowl for water. I would like to reiterate my demand
that the Union Government must take immediate step to nationalise all the rivers in order to save them from pollution and
conserve water for equitable distribution. In order to make our country a more fertile land, we must link Ganges with
Cauvery. As such, we have drinking water problem in many of our villages or in almost every village. Whenever we visit our
Lok Sabha Constituencies, we receive number of complaints about scarcity of drinking water and inadequate water supply.
This problem assumes priority. So, we must take steps to put an end to this problem ensuring adequate drinking water
supply, providing water for irrigation, creating pure environ for fishes to grow and thereby increasing overall agricultural
production. Hence, it is the need of the hour to save and conserve water. So, it is necessary to take up Ganga-Cauvery link
project to make India a prosperous country.

The developed world is concerned about the environmental pollution leading to global warming. So, there is a campaign to
create awareness in the minds of the people of the world. Reiterating again the need to link river Ganga with river Cauvery
and to protect our rivers from getting polluted further and to nationalise all the rivers to pave way for India's prosperity let
me conclude thank you.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Prasanta Kumar Majumdar. You may complete your speech in two minutes.

SHRI PRASANTA KUMAR MAJUMDAR (BALURGHAT): Sir, I may be given more time.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The time has already been allotted and we have to adjust ourselves according to that so that we can give
chance and accommodate all the hon. Members.

SHRI PRASANTA KUMAR MAJUMDAR : Sir, I would request you to give me some more time.
Sir, the river Ganges has three dimensions, namely, religious, economic and environmental. The river Ganges is our mother.

* Respected Chairman Sir, river Ganga is another name for 'sacredness' in our country. Ganga is considered as a goddess —
a fair, beautiful woman with white sari, decked up in jewellery, holding a lotus and a water pot and riding on her pet
crocodile. Today we are discussing the threat to Ganga which actually holds an exalted place in Hindu culture and religion.
India is a secular country with various communities, religion but this river is held in high esteem by its people, particularly
the Hindus. Ganga is regarded as our mother and is referred in many Indian texts like the Vedas, Ramayana, Mahabharata
and Puranas. The other name of Ganga is Bhagirathi after sage Bhagirathi who brought her to the earth.

Gangajal or water of Ganga is very sacred and the Hindus do not ever try to disrespect it. It can destroy all the sins of the
past. Taking a holy dip in Ganga is a sure way to gain salvation. If a person dies, Ganga water is sprinkled, his ashes are
immersed in the river, the cremation takes place on the banks of Ganga as it is believed that if one dies at the Ganga banks



one can reach heavenly abodes. So
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there is no end to the glories of Mother Ganges. She is an indelible part of the Hindu culture and society. Mother Ganga can
be rightly called the Mother of Hindu spirit. She is not just a river or a water body that flows into the land. She is considered
as a Goddess. Hindus view her as a beautiful woman wearing a white sari decorated beautifully with jewels holding a lotus
and a water pot in her hand. Mother Ganga signifies Hindu religion

This was the historical and cultural aspect of the Ganges. Coming to the economic aspect, it is a known fact that the Indo
Gangetic Plain is very fertile due to the river water which is immensely helpful for agricultural activities. Crops are grown
and the farmers are dependent on the water for cultivation purposes. Since the land remains wet, the environment also
remains soothing and pleasant. But if the river narrows down, if quantum of water becomes less then it can adversely
affect agriculture. Thus it is necessary that river is allowed to flow uninterruptedly. When dams are constructed at various
places, it naturally reduces the flow. Ganga passes through many states after originating from the Himalayas, but every
now and then, dams restrict the flow of water. In my state West Bengal also, the Farakka dam obstructs the river while the
Calcutta port is in poor condition. So the Central Government must take steps in this regard. The fishing community of the
basin is wholly dependent on Ganga. You must be aware that the Hilsa fish is available in this river. So this river must be
preserved in the interest of the fishermen also.

There is pollution of Ganga which adversely affects the ecology and environment and in turn the livelihood of the people. In
Bengal, we celebrate Durga Puja every year and once the festivals are over, the idols are immersed in Ganga thereby
polluting the water beyond measure. Therefore this practice must be stopped immediately and an alternate way should be
found for immersion to contain further deterioration of water quality and the river should be cleaned at regular intervals.

Therefore I urge upon the Central Government to look into all these aspects and take immediate action to save the sacred
river as well as the entire Himalayan region to safeguard the ecological balance of the Indian subcontinent. Other wise the
nature might play havoc with us and we will have nothing to fall back upon. The funds earmarked for the purpose should be
utilized properly and not misused.

With these words, I thank you sir, for allowing me to speak on the subject and conclude my speech.
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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Mr. Chairman, I stand here to participate in the discussion initiated by Shri
Rewati Raman Singh. Invariably all the leaders of this House belonging to different political parties have also expressed
their opinion.

I had been fortunate enough to be a Member of the Public Accounts Committee ten years back when Sardar Buta
Singh was the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee. At that time the Comptroller and Auditor General had submitted
a Report. ...(Interruptions) After that Report was tabled in this House, the Public Accounts Committee had taken it up for
consideration. It was a Herculean task to travel from Rishikesh to Patna. I had varied experience going across different
cities and towns on both sides of the bank of Ganga and also of Yamuna. We also went to Lucknow because that was also
part of the Ganga Action Plan.

This Plan was initiated by late Shri Rajiv Gandhi when he was the Prime Minister. A big amount, I think, Rs. 1,000
crore or more was provided to keep the Ganga clean. Subsequently, the Ganga Action Plan II also came into existence. I do
not know whether those who have been in power, at the Centre or in the respective States, starting from Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and to a certain extent Jharkhand, have gone through that Report or not. I will come to
what that Report had recommended. That was a Parliamentary Committee Report of Public Accounts Committee. It had
pointed out the failure of the respective State machineries in keeping the Ganga clean.

Why should we call this river as Mother Ganga? No other country in this world ever addresses its river as 'Mother'.
We all know there is a large river in China. But they call it the 'Sorrow of China'. No one ever calls any river as 'Mother' of
that land. But here, for ages together, for more than thousands of years, as the civilization grew in this part of the world,
we have been calling this river 'Mother Ganga'.

This river is more than 2,510 kms. long. It originates from the Gangotri Glaciers in Uttarakhand, in the Central
Himalayas, and runs into the Bay of Bengal. The Ganga basin is the largest one in India constituting 26 per cent of the
country's land mass, and supporting 43 per cent of its population. That shows how huge this Ganga Basin is! It has an
average population density of 523 people per sg. km. making it one of the most congested river basins in the world. The
Basin covers 230 cities and towns. It is all statistics. The Government has it. Many people who are interested in the
development of this Basin are also aware of it. But I will give you one instance about the city of Patna.

The Central Pollution Control Board in its Report said that the total coliform count in Patna downstream has been
calculated at 1,60,000 Most Probable Number (MPN) per 100 ml, nearly 60 times higher than the permissible limit of just
2,500 MPN/100 ml. The faecal coliform count is also alarmingly high at 50,000 MPN/100 ml, 100 times more than the
permissible limit of just 500.

Here, I quote what the noted environmentalist Shri R.K. Sinha has said:



"Forget drinking, the water is dangerous even for bathing. To expect that the river retains the mythological
traits intact, is a sheer wishful thinking.."

This is the amount of helplessness that our environmentalists have expressed. Here, I would like to say that the
sacred River is unfit even for bathing! Of course, Shri Lalu Prasad just mentioned that during the Chat Festival, it was
difficult to offer arghya to the Sun God. This is the situation which all of us have been facing who travel all along the River
Ganga. That was my experience.

I came across another research study that is relating to Patna town with a population of about 18 lakhs, - it is much
more — generates about 200 million litres of sewage every day. The Bihar Rajya Jal Parishad, the nodal agency, has the
capacity to treat only 100 million litres of waste per day. The rest 100 million litres of untreated dirty water enters the river
every day through 30 drains in the city.

I have an occasion of going around the Varanasi City. The Varanasi City has open drains and they enter the River. That is
the situation why that River has been so polluted. Only at Allahabad, I found a difference when the Yamuna meets the
Ganga. Otherwise, from Kanpur, all along the Ganga River Basin, the river bed has been turned into a sewerage. That was
our impression and that is what we had expressed....(Interruptions) I am the only speaker from my Party.

MR. CHAIRMAN : At Seven of the Clock, we have to take up the reply. Eight more speakers are yet to speak. That is why, I
am requesting you to be very brief. You please come to the point. We will start the Zero Hour after the reply at Seven of
the Clock.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Sir, the sprawling river basin accounts for a fourth of the country's water resources and is
home to more than 400 million people. Recently, the World Bank has approved US $ one billion as credit and loan to
support India's effort to clean up the Ganga Basin. I hope the hon. Minister will throw some light on that. The project will
support the National Ganga River Basin Authority in building the capacity of its nascent operational level institutions so that
they can manage the long-term Ganga clean-up and conservation programme.

In April, Union Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved a Rs.7,000 crore project to clean the Ganga, where
the Centre's share would be Rs.5,100 crore and that of the Governments of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand
and West Bengal would be Rs.1,900 crore.

I would like to raise two issues — one is the Thames River Restoration Trust which has come out in support, and has tide
up with the Worldwide Fund for Nature and Peace Institute Charitable Trust to work for restoration of a 300 km. stretch of
the Ganga and the Yamuna on both sides of the banks. The United Kingdom's Environment Agency Thames Region will
provide guidance in the endeavour. I think, the Minister, while replying would also throw some light because we are only
discussing about the degradation of the river, but as to what steps have been taken and as to what are the difficulties in
actually utilising this Fund, needs to be said. Today, funds are not a problem in our country. It is the proper monitoring and
utilisation which are great issues.

Mrs. Tandon mentioned about the leather industries of Kanpur and nearby areas. Nearly 50 per cent of the leather
processing units in the Ganga river basis are located in Uttar Pradesh.

MR. CHAIRMAN : She has already mentioned this point. Many other hon. Members too spoke about this issue.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : She mentioned about Unnao but it is also about Jajmao and Banthar. These two areas also
needs to be looked into. I think, as hon. Minister of Environment and Forests, she would be aware that there is a need to
change the technology which is required. The Committee has also recommended in this regard. That technology should
have been taken up within two years time but that has not happened. Hence, I urge upon the Government that it needs to
provide a certain amount of funding from financial institutions to those industriesa€; ...(Interruptions) I would conclude.

There is a need to provide financial backup from financial institutions to those industries and just by sermonising them - you
do this or do that — it will not happen. Unless adequate backup support is provided, and also the State Governments should
look into that aspect.

Before I conclude — these are the last lines I would say - I would say that there is a need to monitor the river water
constantly and take steps to make it pure for human consumption. It needs Bhagirath Prayas — as it was at one point of
time, it was needed to bring the river Ganga from the Heavens - today, to clean up that river, you have to do a Bhagirath
Prayas. Allocation of money is not all. Regular monitoring is necessary. The Centre and respective State Governments have



to work together and the Urban Development Ministry and also of respective State Governments have to work in tandem so
that they can play a greater role. Therefore, I would urge upon the Government that it is necessary that a cohesive attempt
has to be made. At the same time, I would also urge the Government and the Prime Minister to hold this meeting at least
every quarterly so that one can proceed with the matter.

*SHRI PT. THOMAS (IDUKKI): At the outset I am fully supporting the issue raised by hon'ble Rewati Raman Singhji about
River Ganga, the heart of India.

According to our first Prime Minster Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Ganga is not merely a river but it is a continuing history
from time immemorial to the present about the ups and downs of the history of our country.

It is being believed that river Ganga is brought to the earth by the legendary Bhagirathi. Ganga is not only a river but
it is a part and parcel of our culture and heritage.

Even through I am from the extreme South of our country, I am also concerned about the well being of the holy river
Ganga. Today river Ganga is fully polluted due to careless activities done by tens of thousands of inhabitants who are living
in the banks. I am also requesting the Uttarakhand Government to control all kinds of inhuman activities which are going on
now-a-days. In this occasion, I would like to bring to the notice of the Hon'ble House that protecting Ganga is very
important.

I am also pointing out one important issue relating to the water sharing of Kerala with Tamil Nadu. In the year 1886,
the Mullaperiyar Dam was constructed across the river Periyar and till now we, the Keralites, are giving all water to Tamil
Nadu. But today, the dam has completed 116 years and became very old. People of Kerala are now demanding to construct
a new dam at Mullaperiyar. But Tamil Nadu Government is not considering the matter. Today they are not at all bothered to
ensure security to the lives of millions of people of Kerala.

I am inviting the attention of the hon'ble House to the issue of Mullaperiyar Dam. It is one of the major issues now in
Kerala as well as in Tamil Nadu. The
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Kerala Chief Minister, Hon'ble Oomen Chandy undoubtedly cleared "we are ready to give water to Tamil Nadu, we
only consider the safety of our people".

He also put forth a slogan "Water for Tamil Nadu safety for Kerala". When we are discussing about the importance of
Ganga river, we must also consider other rivers like Mullaperiyar.

If something untoward happens, the lives of more than 35 lakhs of people will be in danger. Therefore, I humbly
request you to consider this issue as an important national problem. While we are discussing about river Ganga, the issue
of Mullaperiyar Dam is also may be considered. Mr. Chairman, not only Ganga, but also Mullaperiyar issue should be
considered for a national consensus.

All kinds of protections are needed for all the rivers of our country.
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ot 1 s 3 I would like to appeal to the Government of India, through you, Sir, to set up the Brahmaputra River Basin
Authority so as to help preserve and project the River Brahmaputra and all the rivers and tributaries within the Bodoland
area. We all know that the Chinese Government has been constructing a good number of dams on the River Brahmaputra
at different locations inside Tibet. I would like to know as to why no action has been taken by the Government of India to
object to this kind of very dangerous anti-India river projects. safere & smud grRr ic Sft A yrefonm won arear g fp f&garer 3
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Government of India, through you, to take appropriate steps to help raise a National Forest and Environment Protection
Force on the line of CISF.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Let him speak.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Let some more Members speak and then we will see.
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sior o1 fORT a2 A @iféi foper Sir 2a1 &, sion ol gonfd feperr Sir 231 & 3ii2 sien & Arr-Are f&aarerr @1 SRt avs 3 yonfaa foeen s 2ar 3,
f&arerr 3 ol @l HlaT il 3Bl )

MR. CHAIRMAN: All of you wanted to finish it early. There are four more Members to speak.

oft A9ficT DR Ris : 712, 3pft Al il 2 Jors oft b amue! @ict gor <t 3l dta 3t 2t =@l 2l srI| #ABIG, A D6 2T ol fip sk, e,
JiGIDoll, SieTpoicl SiR Sl GBI ABRID offell & 3liT TR b udda opaen 9l I fsTell IcurGel P olel U2 BIsSel YIoIacd Jollol P ol U2,
ST 312 oIdT 9RG Sit of Pal fp eI fSicT usrs 8 3IiR 216 #1cbu 3 Yerfad 2ol aren Sitet 8ft 3, Rif¥eres Siiat 3, 33 Flo-Fle D2 IS Tol1s S
28 3,...(cxaeme)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude now.

oft A9ficT TR Ris & 786, A A3 A PN 3R PN B Igdl Tl [BHATCRI DI A YPR A oftc BT ST 33T & [ 31l aredt didt 391 olvll w2
Auott 3liT P3ell oo AR 251 8A bl of B ofdl e A YR A S9I Dl eRIBR, 3PN Bddl olc! Al ofdl 3, afed Gor bl R 3 [ttt
3CUIGAl I TSI-TSI AUl BI5SA Joldcd & ol R SR Sl 3, foeicll druforll gRI aARI Sl & {6 3 v gaR Femare [&ereft &t
Ul ool 28 3 diftbol SId 33 Uf¥Riislol A Icurgel aldl 3, Al it ulesion A di yferora A Sener @1 3curga oidl alar 3 RIS A
JFISIRII 3RII AB 3MBST 3|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude now. I have called the name of Shri Tarun Kumar Mandal.

oft A9ficr par Ris : 58Iy, Forslt Bruforil B v ge &, PRRI b I TR I B2 i I IRDR Bl Jed SEI DA 3)...(RWIMEL) AlG,
Rwenrs @G 31 2o, St 3ol I sl It Sie| AS dgd Ascayul a1 &) forell weuforRl @l g & fob d TRl Ad B3

Uf¥AISTol Solle SiiR SigfHlcGel A2 G DI YT D2 3|
MR. CHAIRMAN : Now, Dr. Tarun Mandal to speak now.
Except his speech, nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions) €}
MR. CHAIRMAN: You have taken six-seven minutes. Already your party members spoke.
...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Tarun Mandal, you can speak now. Nothing else will go on record.
(Interruptions) €}
MR. CHAIRMAN: Already your leaders spoke.
...(Interruptions)

off AA9fter par Ris (3ivenar): ¥ ol 3 b Pact Storr @ & Riar 3 xqe Mfesht of wa1 3 6 331 a2s A efdrn 3 sion IRt i Batrera b
8Iq] ¥ 3PR 3 uraR YIoidae ol dollol A AT o1dl SRI Al 361 @l 32 o=l Blo|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) 8€;*
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3t, a5l Fiscl (SRIGPIR) : AUl ABIG, MUl ST dicTol T HIbT &R AP fore 3 SMueh! erevrag Sar g f¥ererr siie sion & el Fare St
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19.00 hrs.

SHRI PREM DAS RAI (SIKKIM): Sir, thank you very much for allowing me to take part in this discussion under Rule 193. The
issue that I would like to flag here is that we have reached a stage where there are finite resources. All the resources have
become absolutely finite. There is no such thing as having infinite water.



MR. CHAIRMAN : Just a minute. Hon. Members, we have extended the time upto 7 o'clock. As the two hon. Members are
yet to speak, if you permit, then we will extend the House further.

ofi achl za1v1 Riz (scBeG): 313, Tal B2 cfifSre, st Bifsrecs s o ot RS oo g

MR. CHAIRMAN: First, let the hon. Member to speak. We will extend the House upto 8 o'clock. I hope the hon. Members
will agree.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The time of the House is extended upto 8 o'clock.

SHRI PREM DAS RAI: Sir, most of the Members who have discussed this issue before me have actually concentrated on the
exploitation side. I would like to actually bring the attention of the House to the area where we are looking at the
Himalayas. Since I come from a mountain region, I think, the Himalaya needs urgent attention.

Let me say a couple of things. First, the World Climate Change Conference has actually talked about a two degree limit to
increase in temperature by 2050. But to tell you that at 2 degrees, the Himalayas would actually be increasing its
temperature around that by about 4 degree. That is the reason why, lot of snowmelts are actually happening and the water
resource that comes down from Himalayas during the lean season is becoming more and more scarce.

One can also see this in river Teesta. Yesterday, there was a programme on NDTV in which they have shown and
argued that the river Teesta is actually drying up. It is because that the river Teesta emanates from the Kanchenjunga
biosphere. The Kanchenjunga is the highest peak and around that we have glaciers which are about 750 square kilometres.
The shrinkage in this glacier area is one of the highest in the country.

My State, the State of Sikkim, has actually been the first State to actually commission a Report on the glaciers as to
how fast they are receding. I think, we will be getting the results very soon. What I would like to argue here is this. There
is @ much greater need to look at the whole Himalayan range more holistically. I think, for that, the Planning Commission
has done well by setting up a working group on mountains. This working group on mountain needs to look at this entire
issue of the Himalayan range and the precipitation of the snow and ice on our mountains. We also need to take this up
more forcefully in the climate change talks.

I would seek the indulgence of the hon. Minister to answer these questions because this is really an important issue.

With these words, I conclude.
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* Speech was laid on the Table

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, the hon. Minister

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: Thank you, Sir...(Interruptions)
off 5aIS GIRRIVI AKGd & HABIGR, SIAId dl el 3l ADdI 3|

3ol ATcloll AGH & ABIG, SIAIE Al Dl Bloll oI

MR. CHAIRMAN: Tomorrow, we have to take up one Calling Attention. Then, we have to pass three Bills also. Afterwards,
we have to take up Discussion under Rule 193 also. So, tomorrow, if she is not in a position to reply, then we cannot get
the reply. That may be the position. That is why I am asking her to reply, now.

...(Interruptions)
off srvter RBiz : #AlG, TdeT 3iia2 P dIG SIAId 3 ADdT 3

MR. CHAIRMAN: If she places the written speech, what is the use? If you want to listen to her today, after listening, you
may also ask certain clarifications. If she places the reply on the Table tomorrow, it would not help as afterward there is no
point in getting the reply and clarifications.

...(Interruptions)
off 3aAST GIRRIVI ALGd : FHBIGR, 33 AR Ad il At Jufderd 339 (eaeret)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, please take your seat.

...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Some Members are saying that tomorrow, she can place the reply on the Table. Then, there is no point in
asking clarifications. If she replies now, you can also seek certain clarifications. So, let her reply now.

...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Madam Minister, you may reply, now.

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: Thank you, Sir.

I have listened to all the hon. Members, who have made extremely important points, suggestions, expressed their
emotions, raised points that are absolutely vital with regard to Mother Ganga.

Sir, Mother Ganga is not just a river.

U JATololiRI G : disd, Bodt 9 difery,

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: I am sorry. I can speak in Tamil if you like. & afdrer 3 ara o,
off Yacht 2911 RiE & oidl, o1dl, 3mu 3iS)sht 3t difery,

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: Thank you.

So, the river Ganga is, I believe, more than just a river. Some Members have called it mother. Some Members have talked
about the origin and inception from Bhagirath of Mother Ganga. I believe that Mother Ganga is a thread, is a rope, is a rope
of love and harmony, a symbol of national integration that binds the entire nation together.



There are my colleagues, who come from the extreme south of the country; those friends and hon. Members, who have
spoken before me, come from places that are around Mother Ganga; those who have spoken before me come from where
Mother Ganga originates; and I come from the deepest south, from the State of Tamil Nadu, and even there Mother Ganga
is revered.

We talk about Mother Ganga and we sing about Mother Ganga. Our daughters, sisters and mothers are named Ganga.
Ganga is a thread, is a bond, is an eternal bond of national harmony that binds the entire nation.

Therefore, the hon. Prime Minister and the entire Government are committed to maintaining the river Ganga, to maintaining
and preserving the beautiful purity of the river Ganga and to maintaining the flow of Ganga.

So many Members have spoken so emotionally, so passionately the way the Ganga is wound and bound with our lives from
birth to death; the way the children play along the banks of the River Ganga; the way the farmers farm their lands on the
banks of the Ganga; the way that women tell tales on the stories of the Ganga; the way the cattle are brought to bathe in
the Ganga; the way old and young people sit and watch the flow of the river and watch their lives go by on the Ganga; and
the way people from birth up to death are cremated on the shores of the Ganga. So many people from all parts of the
country, from the deepest South from Kanyakumari, have homes over there in Varanasi along the holy Ghats of the Ganga.
So, the Ganga as a river that binds the entire country; and the Ganga as a river is of utmost importance to every single
Indian. It is a symbol of our national integration. It is a symbol of our purity and it is a symbol to which we are utterly
committed and dedicated to maintaining the purity and maintaining the flow.

I would like to thank Shri Rewati Raman Singh and Shri Sharad Yadav for bringing this extremely important subject before
this House and I would like to thank every single Member for the important views that they have raised.

Before going on to the major points that have been raised by the hon. Members, I would like to make a point that three
important issues were raised. First--and I think that was the one issue that exercised all the Members--was the entire
question of dams, whether the flow of the river has been cut down by dams and whether the flow of the river at the point
of origin has been cut down by the dams.

The second important point that was raised by the hon. Members is the question of pollution, after it flows through the
dams, after it is used up at various levels, the question of why and how the water is polluted, what we can do about that
pollution.

The third very important point is something about sand mining. The fact that sand mining and illegal sand mining that
occurs on the banks of the Ganga is something that all of us have to pay a great deal of attention to and after that, but not
less important, I need to deal also with a very important issue, that is, the question of where balance has to be maintained,
where the upper reaches of the Ganga the water is taken away and diverted in various canals for irrigation purposes. That
is also a reason why the flow of the river is also being cut down to a certain extent. There again we have to balance the
needs of our brothers in agriculture and then see how we can make sure that the flow of the river continues to maintain its
purity, to maintain the flow and to maintain its life giving properties right through the flow, throughout the flow of the river
right down to the last possible point.

In a lighter vein I would like to say that I am extremely happy that all our hon. Members have kept talking about Mother
Ganga. I think it is one day when women have got a great deal of importance in this hon. House. I am sorry that Sharad
Yadav Ji is not here. He and the other hon. Member, I think, Dr. Baliram mentioned that the Prime Minister probably
changed the Minister for Environment because he spoke in favour of the Ganga. I would like to assure them that it is simply
not true. This is one Government, with one policy and we are totally committed to preserving whatever policy to preserve
and protect the environment, particularly Mother Ganga.

As far as Sharad Yadav Ji is concerned, I believe that with his opposition to the Women Reservation Bill, maybe, he does
not have confidence that a woman Minister can do the same justice to the River Ganga. But he is not here just now. I
would like to reassure him that we are absolutely committed to taking every single one of the actions that all the hon.
Members have raised. I would like to deal with them one by one. First, I just want to make a few general points. Then, I
want to take the points made by the hon. Members. The uniqueness of the Ganga stems from a variety of reasons. The
Ganga is history, the Ganga is poetry, the Ganga is geography and the Ganga is economy.

If it is a stuff of our legends; if it is a stuff of our myths; if it is a stuff of our imagination, it is also the stuff of our history.
So, many stories are woven around the Ganga. It is also our geography. We are changing our geography. We define our



geography. What happens on the banks of the Ganga in Bihar; what happens in Patna; what happens in Varanasi; what
happens in West Bengal — our geography is defined by the flow of the Ganga. A mythology is defined by the flow of the
Ganga. Above all, as another hon. Member pointed out, our economy is defined by the flow of the Ganga.

It is stated that the State of Uttarakhand, which has constructed a dam at Tehri, and the water levels have come down. I
want to tell the hon. House that the Ministry of Forests and Environment has actually assigned the study to the Hydro
Energy Centre, the Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee for an assessment of the cumulative impact of the hydro power
projects in the Alaknanda-Bhagarathy basins upto Devprayag. Thirteen hydro power sites have been commissioned in the
study area till date with the total installed capacity of 1851 MW and annual generation of 7860 MU. Fourteen projects of
2538 MW capacity are in an advance stage of construction. Forty-two projects with an installed capacity of 4644 MW are in
different stages of development. Hydro power projects above one megawatt only have been considered in the study. But,
all the sites, except the Tehri Project, are basically run-of-the-river projects. They are not dams. They are run-of-the-river
projects. I am not, for a moment, saying over here that run-of-the-river projects are alright. So many of you have said that
sometimes run-of-the-river projects change the course of the river. They dig tunnels in the Himalayas. They create
problems especially in the seismically very sensitive zones. They create tremendous problems when they become tunnels
and the water supply is cut down. Certainly, we have to take note of all these issues. I believe, it is the right of the people
of Uttarakhand to ask from the Government of Uttarakhand and it is our responsibility as the Government at the Centre to
assess these projects. I would like to assure this House and every single Member who is sitting over here.

I myself come from a lower riparian State. I come from the last State at the bottom where the Indian Ocean meets the
Arabian Sea. As from the lower riparian State, I am aware as to what happens when rivers pass through various States and
what are the rights of the lower riparian States? Therefore, as a Central Government, it is our responsibility to take very
seriously every proposal that has been submitted to us for consideration for these dams, study the environmental impact
very carefully, make sure that they have no impact upon the flow of the river and upon lower riparian States. That is our
responsibility. I assure this House that we will ensure that the environmental impact — whether it is seismic impact,
whether it is a question of run-of-the-river, whether it is a question of the future of the river —it is our duty to see that it is
protected. We will ensure that it is protected.

Sir, as far as the question of pollution is concerned, this is a very important question. With great respect, I would like to
submit that hon. Members have not actually paid enough attention to it. I know it is something which agitates all of us; I
know it is something which agitates me. When I come from the State of Tamil Nadu and somebody dams up a particular
river that comes into my State, the people who live in that State are bound to suffer. So, this is the first thing that comes to
arise. However, the major problem in relation to the Ganga is the question of pollution. What are the details regarding the
pollution?

oft arilt a1 Riz (scmeanc): amerdfi=r sidi sft, I can speak in English also but I will speak in Hindi. sirerofier sicft Sft, smuor war &
YouUl & A aS] AR &) YgUUI dl ad & SIdl 3ieN 3 Ulefl 3891 S vion 31 uroft &l o1dl 33om dl Yguur Uz forIer-mlofel ollol 3 d=ll lon?
3MU! # 35ArST BIAT G| MUl FSDI P DS UG 8| 3T SRI ToIR3, SCIIBNIG, PolYR, 3601d, Ucall 35T 3 U] [§arssen b son &t
T GGl 81 SR &

HToToflel Icft Sft, 3Muol s & 6 Ieraus @I [uiclt 6t Seed &) ITRIRAUS A ST DI PR folctt Bt Seed 3 dl Rl 3T HIRART JF9IAT-
JAFPIer DI oIl B2 Goft?

11 bl AR 3R APIeT oIl sIcioll, fBarrerI o1dl acton s s 28l 8 b colel dollol A Tl Blol, Tolel A 8l ol19l &l 28I 8| a8l seili¥eal bl Sl
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SITESI, URITA0T XIcH B SIeoT| ... (RIGEST) 3T 3 a1 bl 2A3es| 3 Yenowid Sft 3 3¥efls o &1, Icaiol sien YIfirs20T Jotr) .. . (RIdeiol )

offercil SRicll olcarstol & 31U 3! SIAM Gol SIfSIY) i adl ws &t g, Sil U D& 28 & b a8l U2 colcA olI9l DI, & U9l o1dl ol

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please address the Chair, Madam Minister. Otherwise, it will become a debate.

ofiercil Srieil olcrsIel: S8l colcA 8idl, YIdcTd aloll, I8l & UHHI9IGT oldl Gol, UGt A D& Wl g

Sir, I want to repeat something. My entire point is that, that is the reason why I took it as the very first issue. Many
hon. Members have concentrated greatly upon the question of dams. That is why I read out a study that has been
conducted by the Ministry of Environment. There are many studies. I assured the House at least three times that whoever



may apply for a dam, it is the right of any citizen to apply, as the Central Government it is our responsibility to maintain the
flow of the Ganga. I assured the House and I can repeat it another five times if you like that we will not allow the Ganga to
be reduced to a trickle. We will ensure that the flow of the Ganga remains. We believe in it very strongly and I said
repeatedly that as a lower riparian State.....(Interruptions) If politics is going to be made out of it, then I have nothing
further to say.

Let me go back to my issue. The question of dams is very important. All the hon. Members were exercised by the
issue of whether dams can be allowed, whether tunnels can be built. I am assuring the House one more time that as the
Central Government, it is our duty and responsibility to see that no dam is allowed to be built which may create some
problem in a seismic zone, which may create any lack or lessening of the flow in the river Ganga or to create any problem
for the lower riparian State of the Ganga. I can do no more than that.

I am, therefore, moving on to the next point, which is, I believe, an equally important issue. So many Members have spoken
about the problem of pollution. Pollution of whatever water is flowing down, after those run-of-the-river dams which have
come down, is something that needs to be tackled in a very serious way. I want to deal with the question of pollution.

Before that, I would also like to point out a very important issue. Members were talking so much about the dams. Even
though it was this Government which has already spent Rs.600 crore on three important hydro-electric projects on the river
Bhagirathi — the Loharinag Pala, the Pala Maneri and the Bhairongathi projects in Uttarakhand; the Loharinag Pala was an
NTPC project — all the three were cancelled by the Central Government. All the three were cancelled only because the
Government is committed to ensuring that the river Ganga continues to flow with the greatest flow and with the greatest of
purity. So the Government is absolutely committed.

First of all, the Ganga Action Plan which was commissioned by Shri Rajiv Gandhi began its work and now the Ganga Action
Plan is working in full swing under the National Ganga River Basin Authority. Somebody said that no meetings have been
held. This is not true. Hon. Prime Minister is the Chairman of the National Ganga River Basin Authority. Chief Ministers of
the respective States are also Members and senior members of the Cabinet are also members. Two meetings have been

presided over by the hon. Prime Minister on 5t October 2009 and the 15t November 2010. A Standing Committee has been
chaired by the hon. Finance Minister on the 27th December 2010 and the next meeting is going to be held later this month.

The next meeting is going to be held later this month. Therefore, the National Ganga River Basin Authority is carrying on its
work with a great deal of seriousness and also Rs. 15,000 crore as a whole have been set aside for the work to be carried
out in the National Ganga River Basin Authority, which should be viewed holistically. Out of that. Rs. 2,006 crore have
already been spent.

Pollution loads on rivers, including the Ganga, have been increasing over the years with rapid urbanisation, industrialisation
and increase in population. Extraction of water for irrigation, industrial and drinking purposes is compounding the problem
and making the water in the river less. There is a very large gap between the quantum of pollution loads like sewage and
industrial effluents which are being discharged into the rivers and the available sewage treatment capacity. This problem is
further compounded by the inadequate flow, as the hon. Member has said. There are toxic pesticides also coming from
agricultural fields, which flow into the river, besides open defecation, cattle-wallowing, garbage disposal, carcass-dumping
and so on. And the deforestation, which other Members have pointed out, has also contributed to the problem.

Now, all the Central and State Agencies have to cooperate. Tackling pollution in the river is something which we
have to do together. Raw untreated domestic sewage is pumped into the Ganga. This is a sad tragic fact that all of us have
to face very squarely and also to be responsible for. Every single one of us has to try and prevent it. As per the Central
Pollution Control Board's figures, the estimated wastewater generation in the year 2009 from 498 class I and 410 class II
towns in the country was around 38,254 million litres per day (MLD). Against this, we have a treatment capacity of only
11,787 MLD. So, there is a gap of 26,467 MLD to treat sewage. So, creation of sewage treatment capacity has not kept
pace with the growth in population all along the sides of the River Ganga.

In the Ganga basin, approximately 12,000 MLD sewage is generated, for which there is only a treatment capacity of 4,000
MLD. Approximately, 2,900 MLD of sewage is discharged into the main stem of the River Ganga.

Sir, several Members spoke about industrial pollution. Volume-wise, it is only about 20 per cent of the whole pollution, but
because of its toxic and non-biodegradable nature, this assumes far greater significance. The major contributors are
tanneries, distilleries, paper mills and sugar mills.



The State Pollution Control Boards of the States, which lie along the Ganga, are required to monitor the compliance of
effluent discharge standards by the industries and action must be taken against the defaulting industries. Somebody asked
what action we have taken. I would like to point out that action must be taken by the State Pollution Control Boards
(SPCBs) under the powers delegated to them by the Central Government under the relevant provisions of Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act and Environment (Protection) Act. I would like to urge the hon. Members, my
respected colleagues, to urge their respective State Governments to take action against the defaulting industries
immediately so that the SPCBs can, once again, re-assert their powers and make sure that the water becomes pure again.

Sir, an important challenge is to maintain the ecological flow. As I said before, a large portion of the water of the Ganga
gets diverted for agricultural reasons. This also reduces the flow downstream.

Then, there is the issue of inefficient and wasteful use of water. The urban bodies which take water from the Ganga
have to ensure that it does not happen. Now, we have to become very conscious that every drop of water is precious. I
believe that it is as important as making sure that the sewage treatment plant in every municipality works properly. It is
equally important to ensure that water is efficiently used and there is no inefficiency and wasteful use of water in the urban
areas. Therefore, the urban local bodies and the State Governments should work hand in hand along with the Central
government to ensure that these are put into action.

The Ganga Action Plan Phase II in 1993 covered the tributaries of the Ganga, namely, the Yamuna, the Gomti, the Damodar
and the Mahananda. The total expenditure incurred for abatement of pollution in River Ganga by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests is Rs. 1,045 crore and sewage treatment capacity of about 1,100 MLD has been created.

Sir, purely as a result of these steps -- which have been undertaken by the Central Government; by the Ganga Action
Plan Phase — II; and by the expenditure and the sewage treatment capacity that has been created -- the river water quality
in key areas, namely, Bio-chemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) and Dissolved Oxygen (DO) has improved in most of the
locations. It has improved in most of the locations, except in the stretch between Kannauj and Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh. It
is not perfect. We are working hard and we will continue to work harder. This has happened because of population and of
other pressures also. These are all results of the monitoring undertaken by IITs at Kanpur, BHEL and Patna University.

But as hon. Member, Mr. Mahtab pointed out, the faecal coliform count in Ganga, which is a measure of bacterial
contamination, far exceeds the prescribed standards at several locations. I agree and I acknowledge this problem. But I
only want to point out that we are really working hard. We are totally focused upon it, but for the work, which we have
already undertaken, it would have been much worse. Now, that is not a great consolation and it is not something to be
proud about. I am only pointing out that a great deal has been done and a great deal remains to be done. We remain
committed to making sure that we take the task forward to its logical conclusion.

As regards inadequate operation and maintenance (O&M) of the sewage treatment plants (STPs) by the States, it is
a major cause of concern. I would like to urge the hon. Members to urge their State Governments to make sure that there
is no under-utilisation of these STPs. There should be a connecting sewerage network. There is no use having a sewage
treatment plant if the entire sewerage network of the city is not working. So, unless the sewerage network is maintained
by the Urban Local Body and by the State Government, the entire sewage treatment plant becomes a waste and the
domestic effluent is immediately discharged untreated into the river Ganga. So, branch sewers and house sewer
connections are also a very important problem, which have to be tackled by the Urban Local Bodies. We have to build
awareness among the Urban Local Bodies and the State Governments to make sure that these sewerage treatment plants
work.

We remain committed to giving grants; to participating in monitoring; to giving them expert advice and to do whatever we
can, but this is an effort for which the State Government, local bodies and every citizen has to cooperate. Otherwise, this is
not an effort that is destined to succeed.

As far as the National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) is concerned, this was an empowered planning,
financing and monitoring authority. As I said, all the Chief Ministers are members of this Authority. The NGRBA has decided
that approximately 135 kms. stretch from Goumukh to Uttarkashi on the river Bhagirathi should be declared as an eco-
sensitive zone under the Environment (Protection) Act. It has accordingly been declared and is being monitored. The draft
notification has been issued in July, 2011.

As I said, there is a Ganga Basin Management Plan. What are the measures that we are taking in general to improve the
implementation of projects under NGRBA? We want to involve everybody. It is not something that we can do alone. Therefore, we want



to constitute State-level empowered State River Conservation Authorities (SRCAs) under the Chief Ministers in the five Ganga States;
we want to set up State Program Management Groups (SPMGs) as dedicated implementation institutions in the States; we want to
sign tripartite Memorandum of Agreements (MoAs) with the State Governments / Urban Local Bodies; we want an independent
appraisal of the Detailed Project Reports by reputed professional institutions; we want to install third-party inspection for projects
under NGRBA; and we also intend to set up a dedicated cell under the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) for inspecting and
monitoring of industrial units discharging effluents into the river Ganga.

Therefore, I will repeat once again that the Central Government can only supplement the efforts, which are taken by
the State Governments and by the Urban Local Bodies (ULBs). It is the Urban Local Bodies, which are on the spot. It is not
an abdication of responsibility. It is the Urban Local Bodies and the Governments, which are on the spot that have the
primary duty and the capacity also to ensure that these measures work.

I will be very quick to answer and I know that we have a shortage of time. I think I have already answered what Shri
Rewati Raman Singh said that the two meetings of the NGRBA had never met. I have already pointed out that we have
already met and State level meetings are also going to be held. The issue of the river flow is being addressed. The question
you raised that it has no water, how can you keep it clean? That is also an important issue. I need to tell him through you,
Sir, which is being addressed under the NGRBA. I have already said that three hydro power projects have already been
cancelled. The entire basin management plan is being prepared by a team of experts which will ensure the flow of water.
NGRBA is a legally empowered authority created under the Environment Protection Act. The implementation, as I said, has
to be done by the States and the cancellation of these three projects is something that I referred to in greater detail.

Sir, excessive exploitation is something that I think should concern every single one of us. And as far as excessive
exploitation is concerned, it is matter of people and it is a matter of democracy. I think we all have to agree in a spirit of
cooperation in this august House and outside to cooperate with each other in sharing the water. Otherwise, there will be a
confrontation between the people of upper riparian State and lower riparian State. I think upper riparian States have to be
extremely conscious of the fact that rivers are national assets and rivers have to be dealt with at the national level.
Therefore, the river Ganga is more important as a national river and has to be looked in this light that it is a national asset
and that it has to be looked at flow of the river at the lower riparian States. I only want to refer once again to what I am
saying about the flow of the river and the rights of the lower riparian States. As far as dams are concerned, whatever my
repeated assurance is that the Central Government will not do anything that will harm or endanger the natural flow of the
river Ganga which is a national asset and the treasure.

Sir, the mission Clean Ganga as decided by the NGRBA aims to achieve that no untreated sewage will be discharged
into the Ganga by 2020. We have already set up a mission Clean Ganga and we have also appointed a new mission Director
who will take over very soon and we will promote new technological approaches to ensure that the River Ganga becomes
clean by 2020 which is our goal. Illegal sand mining has to be curbed also by the State and District authorities and we have
been repeatedly saying that this illegal sand mining has to be curbed. I have also written to the Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand to ensure that the illegal sand mining in Uttarakhand should be immediately curbed. I have repeatedly said
that community participation is extremely important. I do not want to repeat that again.

I think hon. Member Shri Baliram talked about projects for Varanasi and Allahabad. We have already sanctioned
projects for cleaning of STPs at Varanasi and Allahabad. We have given Rs. 296 crore for Varanasi and Rs. 447 crore for
Allahabad. This is now for the State Government and for the urban local bodies to ensure that this money is properly,
wisely and efficiently used. We have done our bit. We are willing to go there and give our advice. It is now for your
Government to go there and make sure that those STPs work because if the State Government and the urban local bodies
do not cooperate, the river Ganga is not going to get clean particularly, at Varanasi and at Allahabad even after spending all
that money.

Mr. Sharad Yadav mentioned about Ganga expressway. No proposal for environment clearance has been received by
the Union Government. Nobody has asked us to give clearance for the Ganga expressway. And also, the economic growth
and power requirements in relation to the Ganga expressway are something that we deal with when an application comes.
So far, we have not received any application. That question does not arise. He said that there is no full-fledged office, well I
am the office, Sir. He can always talk to me at any point of time.

SHRI JAGDAMBIKA PAL: They have applied. But the State Government is already there.a€| (Interruptions)

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: I would like to assure the hon. Member that if something is being done without proper
approval, we will take due note of it and take action under the law. A separate office has been set up for the National
Ganga River Basin Authority. If only he took the care to come to Paryavaran Bhavan, he would know that the office is there.



A full time MD has been appointed and lots of dedicated staff are sitting over there. It is only waiting for the hon. Members
to come and visit us. I would like to invite them to come and visit us so that they can see that there is a full-fledged office.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : First call the Consultative Committee meeting there so that we can come there.
SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: I agree with you.

About the Ganga Expressway Project, it has been stayed by the High Court. That is what I understand from my officers. I
understand that it has been stayed by the High Court.

of IrureT ABRE | dAd] Sft, SRS P fore oft po dAfere,...(aeer)
MR. CHAIRMAN : She has already explained that.

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: As far as Kanpur tanneries are concerned, Central Effluent Treatment Project was

implemented under the Ganga Action Plan. But it has not been maintained and operated properly. This is the problem that I
find throughout this area. The operation and maintenance of all the sewage treatment plant — I am sorry, I am not being
political, I am just stating a fact — is with the State Government. It is for the Government of Uttar Pradesh to maintain that
plant. We can give them the money to build it. As far as Kanpur is concerned, that plant is simply not maintained and
operated properly. And under the National Ganga River Basin Authority, we are revamping this with the active involvement
of the tanneries' association. The State Government has to ensure that tanneries do not dislodge their effluent directly into
the drain by-passing the CETP. This is something that the State Government has to do. We can only sit here at the Centre
and do this.

Shri Lalu Prasad ji talked about project implementation. As I said repeatedly, this is the responsibility of the State
Government and their agencies. The Central Government on its part is taking a large number of steps particularly to check
the misuse of funds. One hon. Member said that all the funds have gone into the stomach of the Ganga. We are taking,
therefore, third party inspection. We want a proper audit; we want frequent inspection by officers. But the basic
responsibility of implementing the scheme or of spending the funds or seeing that they are properly implemented has to be
that of the State Government. This is the reason why I repeatedly say that the State Government has to take the primary
responsibility.

About the Dolphin Conservation Plan, it has already been prepared. It has been prepared by experts. We are putting it into
effect and very soon I hope that we will all go together and see Dolphins perhaps in another Consultative Committee
meeting when we go along the River Ganga!

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : What about the Gariyal Project?
SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: I know, there is also the Gariyal Project which I have not yet mentioned.

As far as Tamil Nadu is concerned, we have sanctioned Rs.915.92 crore of which Rs.623.60 crore has already been
released by the Government of India. The total expenditure incurred by the State Government was Rs.871.74 crore. About
13 towns were covered. The funding pattern is hundred per cent by the GOI. In five old towns, it is hundred per cent by the
GOI and in seven new towns, it is on the basis of 50:50 between the Centre and the State. The names of the towns are
Chennai, Bawani, Erode, Karur, Kumbakonam, Kumarapalyam, Madurai, Mayiladuthurai, Pallipalayam, Tanjavur,
Tiruchirappalli and Tirunelveli. About 83 schemes have been sanctioned. The number of schemes completed is 56 and
sewage treatment capacity created is 477.66 MLD.

Sir, I would like to refer to the status of the NGRBA projects in Uttarakhand. Fifteen projects have been sanctioned by the
NGRBA in Uttarakhand at a total cost of Rs.155.60 crore. The funds released by the Government of India so far are
Rs.32.57 crore. Corresponding share that has to be provided by the State is Rs. 9.77 crore. The total funds available are
Rs.32.57 crore. Unspent balance is Rs.24.60 crore.

Every single State is getting due consideration as far as the cleaning of rivers, maintenance of rivers and making sure that
at least abatement of the pollution in our rivers takes place. Rivers are our lifeline. The mother Ganga is the symbol of our
national integration. We will leave no stone unturned to make sure that the flow of the Ganga continues. But I want to
conclude by pleading with all of you. You have seen mother Ganga. This requires the cooperation and sustained efforts by
the Central Government, by the State Governments, by every single citizen of this country. ...(Interruptions)

oft 9iciog PHIR & AU FBIG, 3T IS AP A A B2 32 aal Sil el ol 23 &, 3ol U2 AD oISy, ... (AT



SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: I have already spoken about that.

And it is only by joining together that we can save the Ganga, the symbol of our national integration.

oft Yact zarv1 Ris & AAsmmufer FASIGe, ¥ Al it Sft 3 Dao arear g b sorpT Sa BRIt 8| soalol dal b I SMolic Joll 8 3
...(=@Ener) 3y wRiiaRur Fdt &) 31U 336 A TRl o1 cerar 3 &7 ITRRAS D 3PR A3, Al 98 e Torst I @Rl o1l fsteft da1 w2an? s
A il o1dt ot da1 B2r? .. (MaEer)

MR. CHAIRMAN : You ask what you want.
...(Interruptions)
oft orr Rz diarot (eN=h): Jsmuley w1l s} off sucfl REACHE! B A5 DR Uz eI &t 3 ... (iaeior)
oft ¥acft zarv1 Riz @ Iemufer silc, 3 Si 31 oet s} Sft P STa I sRiqwee 3, AR & Aco A MSTDBR BT 3
19.52 hrs.

Shri Rewati Raman Singh and some other hon. Members then left the House

oft orr Riz disrot & dAretotler Aemufer Sft, a1 it Sft & Sram A 2iqee o1l 3 ... (@eEma) A 74T Yoot A & 2 S| ...(awer) st st B
fisurol & foIe IS JDR U2 SNV ool & 3 ... (Iaenar) 535 faYer 3 3 Agel A AXTPR B 3

19.53 hrs.

Shri Dara Sihngh Chauhan and some other hon. Members then left the House
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now the House will take up 'Zero Hour' and the sitting can be extended till this is over. I think the House
agrees with this.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes.



