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Title: Discussion on the Supplementary Demand for Grant No. 16 in respect of Budget (Railways) for 2011-12 (Discussion
not concluded).

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The House will now take up Item No.19, Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) for 2011-
12.

Motion moved:

"That the respective supplementary sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order
Paper, be granted to the President of India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India to defray the charges that

will come in course of payment during the year ending the 315t day of March, 2012 in respect of the head of
Demand entered in the second column thereof against Demand No. 16."
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Only seven minutes' time is allotted to your party. Try to be brief.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, I have a list of 28 Members who want to speak on this Supplementary Demands for
Grants in respect of Railways. Those who want to lay their written speeches, they can do so; and they will be treated as
part of the proceedings. Only three hours are allotted for discussing this. When we have a list of 28 hon. Members, it will
definitely take longer time; and we have to pressurize the Members to cut short their speeches. So, I would request that if
the hon. Members have written speeches, they could lay them and they would be treated as part of the proceedings.
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*SHRI S. SEMMALAI (SALEM): Indian Railways operates 8702 passenger trains and transport 5 billion annually across the
country. With such a vast network, I understand accidents are bound to occur. But the sad aspect that deaths are occurring
on unmanned level crossings. To avoid deaths, I have been told Railways are contemplating to close all the unmanned
gates. Crossing the railway lines, there are water ways underneath the railway lines. Though they are meant for water
passing, nowadays there is no water flow even in rainy seasons. Since the unmanned gates are being closed, public are
now using the water way to pass through. They are contemplating to errect barriers on either side of the water ways and
there by preventing the public as well as light vehicle users from walking through and also crossing through. I think it is an
ill-conceived move. On either side of the railway line, there are habitations and public utilities also. By erecting barriers, if
people are prevented from crossings the lines, how can they have access to these public utilities. They are forced to take
circuitous route and travel extra 2 or 3 km. Instead of putting barriers, I request the Ministry to construct over-bridges and
underpass, sub-ways in a phased manner at necessary places to facilitate free movement of people. In important places,
people are prevented from passing through the water-ways. In such water ways, I request the Railway Ministry to
construct RCC Box type for free movement of public as well as light vehicle users. I request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to
give a fair thought to my suggestion and arrange to expedite action.

The Train Ticket Examiners are rendering greater services to the Railways. They deserve our sympathy and support.
They shuttle between one destination to another without any comfort mostly spending their days and nights in trains. They
have a demand, which I think reasonable and needs to be attended to. For taking
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rest, they are provided with rest rooms. But the condition are so appalling in most of the rest rooms allotted for them.
These rooms do not have cots, fans and at times, proper lighting. They undergo greater difficulties. Further, while food
items are being supplied on concession rate to the railway guards and engine drivers. Ticket examiners are not provided
this concession also. So I request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to look into the reasonable demands of the train ticket
examiners and provide basic facilities and amenities in the resting rooms and make their stay comfortable with subsidised
food.

As we all know the RPF is assigned the task of disposing of unclaimed bodies of rail accident victims on tracts. For carrying
out the task the RPF is given a sum of Rs.700/- only per dead body. This amount was fixed long back. It is totally
insufficient to carry out the last rites of dead body. The RPF finds difficult to meet on the expenditure. Hence I request to
Hon'ble Minister of Railway to meet the expenses of conducting last rites of unclaimed dead bodies of railway accident
cases from 700 rupees to at least 2500 rupees.

Salem Railway Division was formed in the year 2007. However till date it has not become a full-fledged Railway
Division. The work is taking place on a slow pace. Though Salem has been upgraded as a Railway Division, not a single
train is operated from Salem so far. The long pending demand of the people of Salem to operate a day time express
passenger train from Salem to Chennai and vice-versa and also a passenger express train from Salem to Cuddalore in both
direction remains unmet. Even though trains are passing through Salem to Chennai destination, there is no day time train
between 9.30 AM and 4,30 PM. I regret to say that there was train service running from Salem to Cuddalore earlier when
the railway line was meter guage. On completion of conversion into broad gauge to the length of 191 km at the cost of
more than 500 crore rupees, the route is being kept ideal without passenger train service. So in order to fulfil the need of
the public, Hon'ble Minister of Railways may kindly look into the matter and take necessary steps to operate these two
trains via Virudhachalam.

Salem to Dindigal route is how completed up to Karur. The route has been trailed already. I request the Hon'ble Minister
Railways to arrange for running of passenger train from Salem to Dindigal on the completed railways line. I also make an
appeal to the Hon'ble Minister at the earliest to inaugrate the train service from Salem to Dindigal.

*SHRI 0.S. MANIAN (MAYILADUTHURAI): Indian Railways is one of the biggest industry. Indian people consider rail



journey as the best suited for long distance travel. People expect this travel to be more safe and faster.

Common man and business man are often affected because of the Meter gauge and Broad gauge issue in Indian Railways.
Allocation of sufficient fund for conversion of Meter gauge to broad gage have to be fixed and implemented on war footing

before looking for new tracks. People wish that a situation have to be created where there is ho more meter gauge.

Necessary action has to be taken by Indian railways to manufacture more railway coaches. Number of vacant posts for this
work needs to be filled immediately. There are many unemployed youth waiting for this recruitment. The former honourable
minister of Railways Kumari Mamta Banerjee had announced that all important stations would be improved upon to meet
world standard and facilities but we still have many platforms without roof. The passengers suffer during rainy season as
there is no shelter. In particular, Tamil Nadu has many stations where there is no roof in the platform. Stations like
Papnasam, Aduthurai, Mayiladuthurai, Kumbakonam, Vaitheswaran Koil, Sirkali, and Kollidam of my constituency does have
shelter only 10% and the balance 90% are roofless. Also the length of the platform is very small and most trains when they
stop at a station most of the coaches are beyond the platform. Because of this, many aged passengers and patients are
unable to climb the train. I would request the hon'ble minister to take necessary steps to build the platform as per the train
size to avoid this kind of problem. In Tamil Nadu, most of the trains are Express trains as against passenger or fast
passenger trains. Because of this, the train does not stop in many stations. The tariff is also high. Earlier there used to be
Sengottai Fast Passenger, Chennai Tanjore Fast passenger which was running in Meter Gauge. After conversion to Broad
gauge these trains have been stopped. I would also request that these trains services may be restored again. I would also
request that the Madurai Mayiladuthurai via Tirupathi train may be allowed to run on daily basis. The trains between
Mayiladuthurai to Thiruvarur have to be restored immediately. A new broad-gauge line between Thiruvarur and Karaikudi is
to be laid. Also a new line between Thiruthuraipooni-Agasthiyampali have to be laid. A new railway line between Chennai
and east coast need to be laid. The existing Railway Line between Karaikal and Mayiladuthurai is to be reconstructed. The
train between Delhi to Chennai has to be extended up to Kanyakumari. There should be double line between Chennai and

Kanyakumari and the same should be on electric connection.

There is an urgent need for the construction of ROBs to ease the traffic congestion. The Railway should come forward to

construct ROBs without expecting the share from the concerned states.
Passenger amenities should be improved in all stations to take care of the basic needs of the travelers.

There are many trains which start in the night and reach their destinations in the early morning. Instead of keeping the

train idle, these trains could be run to nearest important places during the day time.



*SHRI P. LINGAM ( TENKASI): At a time when the Railways are seeking the approval of Lok Sabha for the supplementary
Demands for Grants, I would like to point out certain discriminatory measures of the Railways. Even in this year's Railway
Budget for the year 2011-12 Tamil Nadu particularly the Southern districts of our State have been ignored. The most
profitable route for the Railways would be the Southern districts operations in Tamil Nadu but still Southern Districts are
discriminated against.

Tiruchi and Madurai Junction can be linked with other Southern districts with additional routes. That will be a big help to
the travelling public and to the Railways to earn more with viable operations. But unfortunately, our prayers are not heeded
to.

In my Constituency Srivilliputhur, Rajapalayam, Sankarankovil, Puliangudi, Kadayanallur, Tenkasi, Shencottah and areas that
extend upto Virudhuanagar Junction and also Sivakasi and Thiruthangal Municipal towns are there with over 30 lakhs of
people. But there is only one daily express train /.e. Podhigai Express and there is just one Passenger Train running
between Madurai-Shencottah and it is operated twice a day. In the Railway Budget for the year 2008-09, it was announced
that Erode-Shencottah Passenger Train would be introduced. I urge upon the Railway Minister to make this announcement
a reality. I also urge upon that a new daily express train between Chennai and Shencottah be introduced. Similarly, the
frequency of the Madurai-Shencottah Passenger may be increased. It must be operated four times a day. The gauge
conversion work between Tenkasi and Tirunelveli may be speeded up. Southern Railway must take steps to increase
passenger amenities. The linking of Chennai Central Station with Chennai Egmore must be completed soon.

A daily Express Train between Delhi and Kannyakumari via Chennai must be introduced. At the same time, Mumbai-
Nagarkovil Express Train that runs twice a week must be made a daily train. That train from Mumbai reaches
Virudhuanagar just after twelve in the night. This causes great inconvenience to the traveling public. Hence, it may be re-
scheduled in such a way that it can reach Nagarkovil at 8 a.m. so that it can pass through Virudhuanagar between 5 and 6
a.m.

Now, there is a proposal to raise a third passenger terminal at Tambaram. Before commencing the project the Railways
must dispel the apprehensions in the minds of the people. It must be ensured that the trains from Southern districts must
continue to terminate at Egmore. It may be considered to operate North-bound trains from Tambaram.

The Railway-over-bridge work being carried out in Tenkasi must be completed speedily. There is also a request to go in for



an RoB across PACR Road in Rajapalayam. Shencottah-Kollam gauge conversion work must also be completed at the
earliest.

*SHRI JOSE K. MANI (KOTTAYAM): The last two successive Railway budgets had some encouraging announcements for
my constituency — Kottayam Railway Station in my constituency as was declared as an Adarsh station along-with a multi-
functional complex (MFC) and a new coaching terminal but these, proposals are yet to take off due to many reasons
including dedicated fund allocation. The multifunctional complex project is still to be given a final shape that too in a much
restricted way than originally envisaged. The same is the plight of the new coaching terminal that would have given
Kottayam a boost and stature as the hub of tourist and pilgrim traffic converging all through the year.

In order that proposals announced in railway budgets are pursued vigorously through speedy implementation, I suggest
that work and location specific fund allocations be made to avert diversion of allocated funds elsewhere in times of
exigency.

Presently Kottayam RS is handling enormous passenger traffic related to pilgrim season in Sabarimala and the year- end
tourist influx from all over India and abroad. The Railway Minister had camped at Trivandrum recently to assess the
requirements of Kerala in general and each constituency in particular. The issue of a full fledged Pilgrim shelter at Kottayam
to facilitate the pilgrim traffic during the Sabarimala season and other equally frequented temples and shrines/churches
throughout the year was taken up with the Hon'ble Minister with his assurance forthcoming, it was expected that the work
on Pilgrim shelter will commence soon. But even beyond three months, there is no sign of any major initiative on the part of
Zonal/divisional officials in this regard.

Modernisation of Kottayam RS is of utmost importance to be taken up jointly with the construction of a multifunctional
complex in the adjacent area. Together these twin-projects are expected to augment operational areas for passenger
amenities like waiting rooms, retiring rooms and dormitories and ample parking space.

To overcome the constraints of space, it was proposed to shift the goods-shed/marshalling yard at Kottayam Railway
Station to Ettumaumer or Cingavanam RS where adequate railway land is available to handle freight traffic, thereby de-
congesting the Kottayam RS on its northern side. This will make available ample space for constructing a second entry on
the north side of the Kottayam RS for use of a large number of passengers seeking access to RS from the heart of the
town. The Kottayam Chamber of Commerce and Traders' association have also welcomed the move to shift the Kottayam
good, as such a step will facilitate environmental up-gradation of the station area where presently commodities in bulk like
cement, fertilizers, goods are unloaded for transit overland to other parts of the district.

With these observations, I would now like to extend my support to the supplementary demands.
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SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN (CHENNAI NORTH): Mr. Chairman, Sir, thank you. While supporting the Supplementary Demands
for Grants (Railways), I would like to make a few requests to the hon. Railway Minister.

My first request would be that the Minister of Railways should convene a pre-Budget meeting with all the Members
irrespective of their States. He should conduct a pre-Budget meeting in every State calling all the Members so that he can
receive some fruitful suggestions from them and he can fulfil their demands.

Secondly, I do not want to ask for any new project because I am afraid about the old projects if new projects are
asked. There are projects which are pending for more than fifteen years, particularly in Tamil Nadu. The Salem — Karur
railway project was started in the year 1996-97, but it is still pending. So, projects are pending for more than fifteen years.
I do not know how the Railways allow this. The amount so far invested becomes a dead investment, without yielding any
returns. That is also an added reason for the loss to the Railways. So, the Railways should fix a period for completing the
projects. In my opinion, it could be five years.

The main problem in Tamil Nadu is the doubling of the rail lines between Chennai and Kanyakumari, between
Villupuram and Dindigul; and Madurai and Kanyakumari. That is also a long-pending project. The projects in the Southern
Railway, particularly the Tamil Nadu part of it, are economically viable in terms of passenger traffic. All trains are full in
terms of passengers. So, if the Railways run more trains, it means more income to it. So, please consider completing the
doubling of the Villupuram — Dindigul; and Madurai — Kanyakumari rail lines at the earliest.

The oldest railway passenger terminal in North Chennai, which is my constituency, is Royapuram. Royapuram station
which is in the heart of the city is being converted to loco-shed. It is one of the biggest railway stations in the city. While
there are five terminals in Delhi, Chennai can have four passenger terminals. Royapuram should be made a passenger
terminal because it will help the passengers. Locomotives can be parked anywhere, not necessarily in the heart of the city.
Please bear it in mind.

Due to increased bus fare in Tamil Nadu, people prefer to travel by trains. So, the frequency of the suburban trains
should be increased. More coaches should be added to the suburban trains. Otherwise, passengers are suffering. They are
precariously travelling in the trains. So, you please add more coaches in the suburban trains.

Salem Division was started four or five years back. But it does not have a good office. Please construct a full-fledged
office for the Salem Division. The Bangalore — Kanyakumari train is now running on weekly basis. It should run on daily
basis and its frequency should be increased.

There are many demands to make. But my first priority will be to see that projects that are not completed are
completed at the earliest.



With these words, I support the Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways).

*SHRI SHIVARAMA GOUDA (KOPPAL): Karnataka is upcoming state in southern state of India, but my parliamentary
constituency (Koppal) is most backward district, and very poor connectivity compared with other part of the state. Hence, 1

request through you give some special trains and connect Koppal to New Delhi and Chennai and Mumbai.

Industrialists call it "Steel City" of Karnataka and "Rice King". Epecially, there are garden of pomegranate and maize is
exported from this place. Between Munirabad-Mehaboobnagar, since 16 years and above, still some work is yet to be
completed, just only 8 km. civil work is going under process. Also, world heritage pilgrimage center Hampi-Vijaynagar

empire ruins are near Hospet. People from all over the world come to see this historical place.

Introduce a new train between Chennai and Mumbai. In this regard, I would request the Railway Minister to kindly take
personal interest to introduce a new train from Chennai to Mumbai via Guntakal, Bellary, Hospet, Koppal, Gadag, Bagalkot,
Bijapur and Solapur. This train will connect four major headquarters and all Parliamentary constituencies. Also, a huge

number of people traveling between these two lines would benefit.

This train will earn a good revenue and will be most popular Karnataka does not have good rail connectivity to most of the
districts. There is a need to provide train service to places hitherto not properly connected, especially via. this route of
northern Karnataka areas. Or instead of this new train, some regular trains running between Kurla-Coimbatur, (Train No.

11013-14) and Chennai-Dadar (Train No. 11028-27) via Guntakal, Raichur, Gulburga, Solapur may be diverted via. Guntakal,

Bellary, Hospet, Koppal, Gadag, Baglkot, Bijapur to Solapur with new connectivity.

In view of huge public demand, action for the said train services should be taken immediately. I hope and trust that the

request shall be acceded to.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri M.B. Rajesh. You can speak for five minutes. This is the discussion on Supplementary Demands for
Grants of the Railways. All the Members want to speak. So, please try to cooperate and conclude your speech within five
minutes.

SHRI M.B. RAJESH (PALAKKAD): Mr. Chairman, Sir I will conclude my speech within seven to eight minutes. Sir, I am also
seeking your permission to speak from this seat.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You can speak from there.

SHRI M.B. RAJESH : Thank you very much.

Sir, Railways are the biggest public sector enterprise in the country. ...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please do not disturb him.

SHRI M.B. RAJESH: Sir, Railways are the biggest and the most prestigious public sector enterprise in our country consisting
of 63,974 route kilometres and 18,820 trains carrying 20 million passengers and 2.4 million tonnes of freight every day.
However, this prestigious public sector enterprise is facing an unprecedented crisis and the very existence of this public
sector enterprise is under threat. This is because of wrong policies, lack of vision and lack of coordination by those people
who are at the helm of affairs of the Railways. The deteriorating financial situation of the Railways is well-explained in the
C&AG Report No. 33 of 2010-11 for the year ending March, 2010.

The operating ratio of the Indian Railways has declined from 75.94 per cent in 2007-08 to 90.46 per cent in 2008-09. The
total reserve balance has also declined by 30 per cent by the end of year 2008-09. This trend of declining reserve balance
continued in 2009-10 and still it is continuing.



This financial situation has affected the infrastructure development, safety, passenger amenities and quality of services
provided by the Railways.

I would like to firstly deal with the infrastructure development. At least, 100 projects including Dedicated Freight Corridor
(DFC) were derailed due to the poor finances of the Indian Railways. Only 11,000 route kilometres have been added by the
Railways in the last 60 years after Independence.

Sir, in the last couple of years we have seen a lot of promises made by the hon. Railway Ministers and all these promises
have not been fulfilled. For example, World Class Stations were promised and MFCs and DFCs were promised, High Speed
connectivity was promised and even a simple promise of Passengers Reservation System (PRS) for each Member of
Parliament in his or her constituency has not been fulfilled. So, I would request the hon. Minister of Railways to at least
fulfil that simple promise of PRS in a Lok Sabha constituency.

Sir, I belong to Palakkad constituency. I have been raising here the demand for the Palakkad Coach Factory time and again.
The present Minister of Railways and his predecessor had given several assurances on the floor of the House that the

Palakkad Coach Factory will be set up. However, nothing has happened. This is a three-decade long demand. Sir on 19th
September, 2011 the hon. Minister of Railways himself came to Thiruvanathapuram and he convened a meeting which was
attended by all the members of the State Cabinet and all MPs from Kerala. In that meeting, the hon. Minister of Railways

himself assured us that the foundation laying ceremony of the Palakkad Coach Factory will be held on 22nd of October.
Now, two months are going to pass, but nothing has happened. ...(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI): Thank you for drawing my attention. We have been following it up
with the State Government. I have had meeting with the hon Chief Minister of the State Government who also came here.
Now, the problem is of land which the hon. Chief Minister has assured me that he has got land and the moment we get
land, we are ready from our side. So, please follow it up with the State Government also. I would like to honour my

commitment. On 22N jtself I wanted to go there, but without land there is no point in my going there. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI M.B. RAJESH : T am happy that the hon. Minister of Railways has repeated his assurance. I would like to request the
hon. Minister to keep the promise at the earliest. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: He has already said.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI M.B. RAJESH : The second aspect is regarding safety. We have seen a proliferation of railway accidents in recent
years. This is due to utter lack of concern for the life of the people. In 2010, out of 50 major rail accidents happened
worldwide, 14 were in India. The hon. Minister's predecessor had promised a lot of measures to prevent accidents including
introduction of automatic signaling system, train protection and warning system, anti-collision devices, anti-fog devices etc.
All these modern technological devices were promised to be introduced, but nothing has happened so far. I would like to
know from the hon. Minister as to what has happened to these promises. What are the steps that the Minister has taken to
upgrade the safety systems and what are the steps that he has taken to prevent recurrence of rail accidents in our
country?

Sir, I would like to raise another very important issue and that is regarding the vacancies in the Railways. Out of 2 lakh
unfilled vacancies in the Railways, around 90,000 vacancies are directly related to safety aspects of the Railways. What the
Minister is going to do for filling up these 90,000 vacancies which are related to railway safety? When is he going to fill up
these vacancies?

Then, with regard to the security of the passengers, there are not enough Railway Protection Force personnel. Huge
number of vacancies are lying unfilled in the Railway Protection Force. So I would like to know from the hon. Minister
whether he has any plan to recruit more RPF personnel in order to ensure the security of passengers, especially the women
passengers.

With regard to the mindset of Railway authorities, I would like to say that the Railway authorities are the most
authoritarian, most arrogant and most undemocratic bureaucrats in the country. We have been complaining about this. I

would like to give just one example for this. The hon. Minister, in the meeting held at Thiruvananthapuram on 19th
September, had given another assurance that the issue of merciless removal of hundreds of catering workers from
employment by the Railway authorities would be settled. Two months have passed now, but nothing has been done to
honour this promise. The Minister's promise still remains an empty promise. This is a very important issue and we have
been raising this issue cutting across party lines. So, I would like to urge upon the hon. Minister to take urgent steps to



reinstate those poor catering employees who were thrown out of employment.
MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude.
SHRI M.B. RAJESH : Sir, I am concluding now.

Now, I would like to mention about the continuing neglect and discrimination of Railways towards the State of Kerala. I will
give only two examples.

MR. CHAIRMAN : You give one example. That is enough.

SHRI M.B. RAJESH : Recently, a few days back, MEMUs allotted to Kerala were taken back to Chennai. The people of
Kerala protested and all MPs of Kerala protested against this, but nothing happened.

Then, yesterday I came to know that the operational control of the Kerala Express running from Thiruvananthapuram to
New Delhi is going to be shifted to Chennai. This kind of discrimination is going on.

So, while concluding, I would like to request the hon. Minister to look into all these things and I would like to get a reply
from the hon. Minister on all these points raised by me.
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*SHRIMATI POONAM VELJIBHAI JAT (KACHCHH): Kutch is a very big district with many industries and people living from
all over India in cities like Gandhidham and Bhuj. There are many people living in Kutch mainly from South India. So, I would
request you to give Kutch some long distance train from Kutch to Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. We have only one train to
Kerala for the whole of South. First there was an inter-city train from Ahmedabad and Baroda to Bhuj. But it was stopped.
So, there is a requirement for an intercity train in Kutch. The project of broad-gauge work of Bhuj Naliya was announced a
long time ago but the work has not still started. So I would request to give priority to this broad-gauge project of Naliya and
Bhuj. As the capital of Ahmedabad is 300 and more kilometres away from Kutch. We request you to give more trains to
Kutch. The Industrial area of Morbi is also a part of Kutch. There are many Industries in Morbi and many people stay from
all over India in Morbi. So I request you to give one train between Morbi and Mumbai which will be very useful for the city of
city and people residing there. The city of Mandvi has not seen a train from the independence time. And building a track of
22 kms will bring Mandvi in limelight in the map of India. As Mandvi has been an old port and important port city of ancient
India.



* Speech was laid on the Table

*SHRI K. SUGUMAR (POLLACHI): When we talk about Railways, every segment of railways needs a lengthy
discussion, whether it is a matter of rail accidents frequently occurring in our country, pathetic condition of railway station,
lack of medical care at railway stations, etc., etc. I don't want to go in for a such discussion. The rail accidents in India
have become a regular phenomenon. I am wondering that major accidents took places in a single month in India. Every
time we appoint or conduct enquiry, but the report or suggestion of the enquiry is never implemented. The Railways have
lost more than Rs.10,000 crore during last two decades only because of rail accidents. Therefore, I urge upon the hon'ble
Railway Minister to pay a special attention to this menace. While participating on it, I would like to point out here a subject

which is concerning my parliamentary constituency.

The gauge conversion of the Coimbatore-Dindigul railway line is progressing at a slow pace, severely affecting those
from the southern districts of the State. A majority of the workforce in this industrial hub is from these districts and they

have to depend on road transport to travel between home and workplace. Flow of tourists too has been restricted.

The slow pace of gauge conversion and inadequate budgetary allocation is another example of the neglect of Coimbatore

region by the Railway, despite Coimbatore being a second largest revenue earner in Southern Railway after Chennai.

Converting the meter gauge to broad gauge will provide railway connectivity to major agriculture regions such as Pollachi
and Udumalpet. It would also provide a railway link to Plani, the famous pilgrimage town. Even when the sector was metre
gauge, it was lacking in train services to Chennai Egmore. A train service from Pollachi/Palani via Dindigul and Tiruchirapalli

is viable. Once the work is completed and train services begin in this section, the dependence on buses will ease.

The Coimbatore-Madurai line is 160 km and is the shortest link between Coimbatore and Madurai. At Pollachi, the metre
gauge line from Dindigul branches out in two directions — one to Palakkad (45 km) and the other to Pollachi (40 km). The
gauge conversion work from Coimbatore to Dindigul via Podanur and Pollachi and Pollachi to Palakkad had been divided into
four packages and the work was progressing. The total distance is 225 km and the total cost of the works is expected to be
Rs.900 crore.

During 2009-10, Rs. 31 crore was allotted to broad-gauge conversion work whereas the actual expenditure was Rs.140
crore. In the fiscal 2010-2011, the allotment was Rs.60 crore whereas the allotment sought was Rs.175 crore. During the
last fiscal, Rs.238 crore was allocated for conversion of meter gauge to broad gauge whereas the expenditure incurred was
Rs.554 crore. In the current year, the demand placed was for Rs.550 crore whereas the allocation was Rs.311 crore. The
demand for these works during 2010 was Rs.200 crore and in 2011 for completion requirement would be Rs.250 crore. I
understand that the Southern Railway has written to the Government seeking additional and adequate allocation for the

timely completion of the above work.

Therefore, I urge upon the hon'ble Railway Minister to allocate more funds to the Southern Railway to complete the above

project on time. With this, I conclude my speech.



*SHRI P. KUMAR (TIRUCHIRAPPALLI): Usually, there are number of new projects announced by Hon'ble Minister in

every year. But the fulfillment of those projects is really questionable.

There were several projects and new trains and lines announced in the Railway Budget 2011-12 for state of Tamil Nadu.

But except few, no projects has been realized till today and even now in the current supplementary railway Budget.

Hon'ble Minister has also concentrated announcing an increase in the frequency of five Duronto Express trains and

unfortunately Hon'ble Minister has failed to announce news trains of Garib Rath Express which is meant for the poor.

I welcome the announcement of new Duronto trains between Madurai-Chennai and Chennai-Thiruananthapuram in the
current Budget. Tiruchirappali is a big city having a number of industrial places with thick population. The starting point
from Trichirappalli to various parts of the state and the country is always filled with crowd and it gives better revenue to

Railways. So, I request the Hon'ble Minister to include Trichirappalli for Duranto train service.

Hon'ble Minster had announced in the early budget that 584 stations would be upgraded into Adarsh Station and this year
also 236 stations have been included, but only six stations in the state of Tamilnadu have been included in the current
budget. So, I request the Hon'ble Minister to include atleast Pudukkottai, Tiruverumbur and Srirangam for upgradation of
Adarsh Stations.

Also express trains or superfast trains from Trichy to Kanyakumari, Pudukkottai to Chennai and Trichy to Bangalore are
demanded for long time and every year we are expecting with eager about any announcement for these lines. We also
expected a new line from Thajavur to Pudukkottai. However, we are disappointed in the current budget also. Therefore, 1
request the Hon'ble Minister to announce some more new trains and lines in his reply after the discussion. Likewise, the
doubling works from Chengalpattu to Villupuram is announced but it should be extended up to Thiruchirappli, so that it

would be beneficial to a number of passengers besides increase revenue to southern railways.

Hon'ble Minister has included some important religious places like Madurai, Rameshwaram under Rail Tourism. Tiruchirappli

is well known tourist place having a number of historical places and temples and hence, it should be included along with



other two places in Tamilnadu under Rail Tourism.

Now I come to safety of passengers and level crossing in the country. The number of unmanned level crossing accidents
occurring on Indian Railways is a cause of concern. At present, there are total 35,363 numbers of Level Crossings over
Indian Railways out of which 17,954 are unmanned where the accidents occur primarily due to inadequate precautions by
the road users failing to observe mandatory sign boards, signals and basic traffic safety rules. And such crossings not only
pose a threat to human life but also cause huge loss to the railways. In the last five years upto December 2010, railways
suffered a loss of Rs.780 crores due to accidents at unmanned level crossings. 35 percent of the total train accidents
occurred at unmanned level crossings and especially in 2009-10, fatalities in level crossing accidents comprised nearly 74
percent of all fatalities in train accident in India. Therefore, I request the Government to take steps to reduce the number

of level crossings by employing adequate number of people.

Before conclusion, I thank the hon'ble Minister for including Tiruchirappali under the proposal of setting up of shelter
units for track side dwellers on pilot basis and I once again thank the minister for increasing the frequency of Trichy — Karur

train as six days a week and launching of special trains called Janam Bhoomi Gaurav connecting Tiruchirapalli.

The Rock Fort Express (6177-6178) was originally operated from Trichirapplli to Chennai for the past so many years. Due to
the ongoing gauge conversion the Rock Fort train service was extended up to Kumbakonam on the demand of the public
from Thanjavur and Kumbakonam. Now, the gauge conversion has been completed and train services have been resumed
in the main line between Chennai-Thanjavur and Nagapattinam. After resuming operation of train services in the main line,
the Rock Fort Express which was extended up to Kumbakonam has to be resumed as per the original schedule i.e. from
Trichirappli-Chennai-Trichirappli. But till now the Rock Fort Express is being operated from Chennai-Kumbakonam-Chennai
thus creating huge problems for the train passengers as well as the public of my constituency. They are demanding to
resume the services of Rock Fort Express from Tiruchirapalli-Chennai-Tiruchirapalli as per the original schedule. I have
already raised this matter during the Zero Hour of Lok Sabha. The people of my constituency and some other social welfare
organizations are organizing agitations demanding to resume of Rock Fort Express from Tiruchirapalli. A signature

campaign was held and a memorandum is submitted to me which is signed by more than one lakh people.

To meet the demand of my constituency people I urge the Ministry of Railways to take immediate action to resume the

service of Rock Fort Express from Tiruchirapalli-Chennai-Tiruchirapalli.

Srirangam is a famous pilgrim Centre in Tamil Nadu which attracts a large number of pilgrims from all over the country. It is
the Assembly Constituency of our Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. There is a long pending demand from the people of
Srirangam for stoppage of Vaigai Express at Srirangam. The matter is also raised by me during the Zero Hour for which no
action is taken so far. I earnestly appeal to the Ministry of Railways to order for the stoppage of Vaigai Express at

Srirangam.

The Cholam Express (6854/6853) is running from Tiruchirapalli to Chennai via Tiruverumbur and Golden Rock. The BHEL
and Railway Workshop are in Tiruverumbur and Golden Rock respectively. Lot of employees are working in the two big
organizations. They are requesting for stoppage of all Express trains passing through these two places. It is a genuine
demand and earnestly appeal to the Minister to order for the stoppage of all express trains in these two important railway

stations.

Tiruchirapalli, is surrounded by Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam, Pudukottai, Perembalur and Ariyalur districts from
where lot of people leave for main cities through trains. At present there is only one train running from Bangalore to

Mayiladuthurai via Tiruchirapalli which is not sufficient to cater the needs of public. Tiruchirapalli and Thanjavur district are



famous for historical temples and Pudukottai district is an ancient historical city. Tiruchirapalli is a very big business centre
also. The general public as well as the business people are leaving for Bangalore for business and personal purposes. The
present train running from Mayiladuthurai-Bangalore-Mayiladuthurai is not provided with sufficient reservation quota for

Bangalore at Tiruchirapalli.

Now, the people of my constituency are in urgent need of one direct train to be operated from Tiruchirapalli to Bangalore. It
is also raised by me during the Zero Hour of Lok Sabha. I, on behalf of my constituency people, urge the Ministry of
Railways to introduce one new train from Tiruchirapalli to Bangalore. In the end, I further urge the government consider the

early pending projects in Tamil Nadu, which I have mentioned above, in future.

SHRI ANAND PRAKASH PARANIJPE (KALYAN): Mr. Chairman, Sir, in the Railway Budget of 2010-11, a lot of announcements
were made regarding Vision Document, Mission 2020, setting up new targets relating to new routes, doubling,
electrification, gauge conversion, Aadarsh Stations, Multi Function Complexes, World Class Stations etc. But I am sorry to
say that none of these announcements has been implemented so far.
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*SHRI E.G. SUGAVANAM (KRISHNAGIRI): During the regime of UPA Government, Indian Railways have achieved
many mile stones and expanded its wings through length and breadth. The volume of growth in passenger and freight
traffic has increased tremendously. However, repeated disruptions of rail traffic in various parts of the country in the past
because of dharnas, agitation and natural calamities like flood, fog conditions have affected the growth of Railways in

attaining the desired target level.

Increasing incidents of railway accidents and safety is posing grave threat to Railways. Recently, accidents have increased
due to existence of large number of unmanned level crossings, negligence and carelessness on the part of railway
authorities and with the result, incidents of death/injured are increasing. The victims are not provided with adequate
compensation as also appointment in the Railways as promised. Therefore, immediate attention is to be given to check the
increasing rail accidents. Unmanned level crossing should be converted into manned ones in a larger scale and anti-collision
devices should be installed in a phased manner. Further to avoid accidents, railways should take steps to construct more
under-passes, limited height sub-ways, Rail Over Bridges (ROBs) and Rail Under Bridges (RUBs), etc. Railways Protection

Force (RFO) should be strengthened and modified and all safety related vacant posts should be filled expeditiously.

Hygiene and cleanliness is a major drawback in railways. There are increasing complaints about the hygiene of railway
stations and premises. No efforts were so far made in this regard in spite of repeated complaints. Quite often food served
in Railways is also unhygienic. With the result, passengers particularly long distance travellers are facing lot of difficulties
and they are at the mercy of railway foods for their consumption in journeys. Immediate steps should be taken to improve
the quality of food served in Railways besides frequent and surprise checks should be undertaken to ensure good quality

and stern action should be taken against the violators.

I have a specific and long pending demand in respect of my Krishnagiri Constituency/District. The people of my Krishnagiri
District are isolated from the mainstream connectivity of rail link. The rail link between Jolarpet and Hosur remains a
distant dream. Keeping this in mind, since 2004, I have been demanding for this new railway line and also raised the matter
time and again in Lok Sabha and other fora. Based on this, a Survey was ordered by the Railways and its report was
submitted to the Railway Board on 27-05-2008 with an anticipated cost of Rs.558.24 crore. Later, while considering the
persistent demand, this new railway line between Jolarpet-Tirupathur-Kandili-Barugur-Orappam-Krishnagiri-Sulagiri-Hosur
(101 kms.) was announced during the Railway Budget speech in February 2010. Thereafter, as per the advice from the
Railway Board, an updated Survey was completed and its Report was sent to the Railway Board on 31-01-2011 and the
total cost of the project is estimated at Rs. 687.92 crore. However, no adequate funds were sanctioned for expediting the

project.

Since majority of the products meant for exports Viz., fruits, vegetables, flowers, electronic goods and other perishable
products produced here are sent through road or airlifted to various parts of the country, absence of a rail link in this route
has been an impediment to the district's industrial growth. I shall, humbly urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to allocate

adequate funds for this New Railway Line i.e. Jolarpettai-Hosur (101 kms) and to start it without further delay.

Samalpatty in my Krishnagiri Constituency is an important station. But the people residing here are facing lot of difficulties

because of non-stoppage of important trains. There is a long pending demand to stop all mail/express trains at this station.



I urge upon the hon'ble Minister to direct stoppage of all trains at Samalpatty railway station.

My another important demand is to operate the Bangalore — Nagercoil Express Weekly Train (16537/16538) as a daily train
Via. Madurai — Hosur. The existing daily train No. 16525/16526 takes the circuitous route of 21 hours to cover the distance
of 944 kms whereas it can be covered by 14 hours via. Nagercoil, Tirunelveli, Madurai, Salem and Hosur with the shortest
route of 720 kms. Since there is no shortest train route, people are forced to travel by buses by compromising their safety,

comfort and with higher fares.

I shall, humbly request the Hon'ble Minister to kindly consider the demand of this daily train service (16537/16538) with
convenient timings on priority so as to facilitate the commuters of southern districts of Tamil Nadu and neighbouring
States.

With these words, I support the Supplementary Demand for Grants and conclude.

SHRI C. RAJENDRAN (CHENNAI SOUTH): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank you for the opportunity given to me to participate in
the discussion on the Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) for the year 2011-12.



Many new projects and services have been announced in the Railway Budget for the country. Though I welcome the
announcement regarding new services, I would like to remind that many projects that were sanctioned many years ago and
are on-going projects in Tamil Nadu are not yet completed.

All such projects are delayed due to paucity of funds resulting in further cost escalation. I come from South Chennai
where we have the ongoing project of Mass Rapid Transit System which is also not yet completed due to paucity of funds.
When such ongoing projects have not been completed, how could the Railways undertake to have other new projects and
running of new trains? Hence, I have doubt in my mind whether they are going to be mere announcements or they will be
completed.

When one talks about Railways, the first and foremost thing that comes to our mind is safety. We witnessed many Railway
accidents in the past. At that time, it was told that if we had installed anti-collision devices in the Indian Railways, we
could have averted such major accidents. But we do not find sufficient allocation for procuring such devices and we do not
know whether they would be installed in the entire Railway network. Installing such devices throughout the Railways would
be a huge exercise involving huge expenditure but that is necessary keeping in mind the safety of passengers. I would
request the Minister to allocate maximum money for this and ensure safety of passengers.

We often hear about the robbery and theft in running trains grievously hurting the passengers leading even to death. This
should be given a serious attention. The Railways should think of posting RPF or CRPF personnel to each coach during night
times. If need be, the Railways could recruit more personnel for this purpose so that the passengers feel safe and secure.

The second thing that comes to our mind is hygiene. The entire Indian Railways —railway platforms, coaches or trains —
lack hygiene. We receive a lot of complaints about lack of hygiene at railway stations and platforms. This is the case with
most of the running trains including prestigious Duranto and Rajdhani Trains. The Railway Minister may look into this and
do the needful.

The food served in the trains is not of good quality. We always get complaints that bad quality food is served at high prices.
We heard last year that the then Railway Minister also made a statement about the poor quality of foods served by the
Indian Railways and she said that she would bring a new catering policy in the Railways. But nothing much happened in
this respect. Hence I would request the Minister to give a close and serious look at it.

In Chennai, we have MRTS project. It has so far been covered only up to Velachery. This project was sanctioned 30 years
ago, and still it has not been completed with paltry allocations in successive Railway Budgets. It was supposed to go up to
St. Thomas Mount. So far, 80 per cent of the work is completed and another 20 per cent of the work needs to be completed
in this project. We request that it should be completed this year with more allocation of funds.

There is a lot of Tamil Population, especially people from down South, living in North India. Thousands of passengers travel
every day from New Delhi to Southern parts of Tamil Nadu. They have huge difficulties in going back home early.
Nowadays, they get down at Chennai Central Railway Station and take a connecting night train to Southern districts,
wasting the whole day at Chennai. There is a demand that there should be a daily regular train between New Delhi to
Kanyakumari via Villuppuram, Trichy and Madurai. There is also a demand that there should be a new railway line from
Pondicherry to Bengaluru via Jolarpet and Krishnagiri and a new line from Coimbatore to Chidambaram via Salem,
Virudhachalam and Cuddalore. I request the hon. Minister of Railways to consider these demands and include these
proposals in the next year's Railway Budget.

Considering the importance of Tamil Nadu with two major upcoming cities namely Coimbatore and Madurai, there is a need
for introduction of suburban railway trains in these two cities, connecting the following places: (i) Coimbatore-Erode, (ii)
Coimbatore-Pollachi, (iii) Madurai-Virudhunagar, and (iv) Madurai-Dindugal. The sanctioning of these suburban Railway
projects will ease the congestion that these two cities have so far and it will generate more revenues for the Railways
besides helping the people in those cities.

Of late, there is a great demand for stoppage of Mail/Express trains on both directions at Tirusoolam Railway Station.
16.00 hrs.

People from Southern Districts of Tamil Nadu have been complaining that they faced severe hardship in catching
domestic flights from Chennai Airport. This could be avoided if all the trains are made to stop for two minutes at
Tirusoolam Railway Station, in both directions.

There is a long pending demand to link Egmore and Chennai Central Railway stations by laying a new line or a flyover. The



Railway Minister may consider this demand.

Chennai's population depends hugely on the suburban railway network running between Tambaram and Chennai Beach.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please wind up.

SHRI C. RAJENDRAN : Sir, I am concluding.

Sir, the present infrastructure of ticket counters does not cater to the needs. One always finds the huge rush of passengers
at Kodambakkam, Mambalam, Guindy and Saidapet stations. There is a need to have additional ticket counters at least
during morning hours.

Chrompet Railway Station is becoming a very big hub in suburban Chennai. There is a growing population in this area and
this area being very vast, people find it very difficult to get connected from the Chrompet Railway Station to the bus stand.
Hence, I request that a foot-over bridge with lift may be constructed to ease congestion and for easy connectivity.

There has also been a constant complaint from the travelling public that the Railways run nine-coach trains between
Tambaram and Chengalpet and the passengers do not know as to when this nine-coach train is going to enter the platform.
This could be avoided if there is a proper announcement regarding the number of coaches at the concerned railway station.

I request the hon. Minister to look into these demands and fulfil the dreams of the Tamil population.

16.02 hrs (Shri Inderjeet Singh Namdhari in the Chair)
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* Speech was laid on the Table

*SHRI CHARLES DIAS (NOMINATED): The Railways are said to be the livewire of the country. The Indian Railways,
one of the largest railway systems in the world, cater to millions of people every day. No doubt, our Railway system is

improving day by day. But, it has to be pointed out considering the importance and necessity of each area.

While in some sections, lots of developmental works are going on, certain other areas are neglected. Kerala, the southernmost
state in the country is neglected in many ways. For example, in the Southern Railway corridor announced in the last Railway
budget, Kerala is avoided. Many of the new trains announced from Kerala during the last two years' Railway Budgets, were not
even started. The development of Railway Stations in Kerala, especially the stations in Thirvananthapuram, Ernakulam and
Kozhikode, which were announced to be developed into 'World Class Stations' is not even started. The Ernakulam Junction
Railway station lacks the basic facilities for people. Cochin being the commercial capital of Kerala, the Ernakulam (Cochin)
Junction Railway station is the biggest Railway Station in the state considering the number of passengers and requests for
providing facilities to this station are being neglected. The Railway Hospital announced in the last Railway Budget has to be
constructed in Ernakulam, being the central place of the State. The Sabari Rail Project, the Palakkad Coach Factory and the Rail
Components Factory at Alappuzha have to be started without delay.

SHRI PRABODH PANDA (MIDNAPORE): Sir, I thank the hon. Minister for tabling this Supplementary Demands for Grants.
In fact, this is his maiden Budget and he started with Demands for Grants only for Rs. 1 lakh. This meager amount shows
the health of the Railways of our country.

Sir, before going into the Demands for Grants, we have to think over the health of the Railways. Nowadays, lot of hews and
information are coming out in media and all these things are a matter of deep concern. We are proud of our Railways. The
Indian Railway is famous not only in its own country but also in the international arena. What has come out in the news is
that the Railways is suffering into a deficit of Rs. 3,000 crores and losing per day about Rs. 18 crores. Its cash reserves are
down to a meager amount of Rs. 75 lakhs from Rs. 13.43 crores in 2008. The establishment cost of Railways has risen due
to several populist measures, stubborn refusal of hike in passenger fares and new resource of revenue. This is the
situation.

Sir, since 1995-96, a huge number of on-going projects are pending. So far as my knowledge is concerned and the
information that I have received in the Consultative Committee, 116 on-going projects of new lines are pending; 46 gauge
conversion projects are pending; and 164 projects of double line are pending. Even every year, while placing the Railway
Budget, hon. Minister used to announce several new projects without completing the on-going projects.

An assurance was given that per year 1,000 kilometres new lines would be constructed. But so far, as per the figures which
have come, it is only 709 kilometres.

Sir, it was declared earlier that the Railways are ready to take over Burn Standard Company, Basumati and other
companies. What is the status? What is happening now? What is the progress? It is quite unknown to us.

It has appeared that the Railways have sought Rs.2,000 crore from the Centre. They have to pay salary to the tune of
Rs.4,500 crore per month. If we go by the Sixth Pay Commission Report, they require more than Rs. 55,000 crore.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Panda ji, you have been allotted only five minutes' time.
SHRI PRABODH PANDA: Sir, I need only two more minutes.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The members of the Consultative Committee on Railways should speak less.

SHRI PRABODH PANDA : Yes, Sir. I generally speak less. I do not want to repeat anything but I would just like to touch



some points.

Sir, what is told about the bonus paid to the employers and the workers of the Railways? There is a new thing; they have
declared 70 days' productivity bonus but only 30 per cent of that is paid in cash and the remaining will be deposited in their
Provident Fund. This is a new invention. The workers are not getting the bonus entirely in cash.

What about the vacancy position? It was assured that the Railways are going to fill up all these vacancies. About 1,60,000
vacancies are still remaining to be filled up. I do not know whether the Indian Railways have decided to downsize its staff
by one per cent every year. If so, what will be the fate of the shortage in different areas of the Railways? Even in the ticket
counters, sufficient number of employees is not there. Sufficient number of drivers is not there. There is a shortage of
employees. We are witnessing accidents after accidents.

As far as the projects are concerned, the contractors are not getting their payments. In different areas, the work has been
stopped. This is the health of the Indian Railways.

Now, I would like to talk about the passenger amenities. So far as Railways are concerned, punctuality can be found only in
the dictionary and in the vocabulary. All the trains, whether it is Rajdhani Express or Shatapdi Express or Duronto Express,
are running late for six hours or eight hours or ten hours, and the passengers are suffering on account of the late running of
trains.

In respect of the Development Fund, there is paucity of fund. Even there is lower transfer of fund to the Depreciation Fund
due to paucity of fund. So, this is a matter of concern, and this is not only the concern of the Railway Minister who is in the
position now but this is a national question. Railways are the largest public sector utility of our country.

We are really very much worried about stopping the night service in Midnapore, Jharkhand and in some other areas. I would
request the Railway Minister to resume this night service in these areas as soon as possible. The Ministry of Railways
should sit with the concerned State Government and discuss with them. The subject of law and order is with the State
Government. It is under their hands. So, please sit and discuss with them. I would once again urge upon the Government
that the night service should be resumed in these areas as soon as possible.

Sir, I have written a letter to the Minister mentioning several points in regard to my constituency and also mentioned those
points in the Consultative Committee meeting. I hope that the Minister will look into those points sympathetically.
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*SHRI R. THAMARAISELVAN (DHARMAPURI): I would like to put forth the grievances of the people of my constituency
namely Dharmapuri while supporting the Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) for 2011-2012, presented by the
Hon'ble Minister for Railways.

I would like to draw the attention of the Government regarding implementation of certain new railway projects
including one much expected Morappur-Dharmapuri rail line providing about 36 kms at a total cost of Rs.108 crores. It
comes under my parliamentary constituency. This is the long pending demand of the people living in my constituency. If this
project is implemented, the people from the headquarter of Dharmapuri district i.e. Dharmapuri town and surrounding
towns will be benefited and it would also generate a lot of resources for the Railways as these routes are highly
economically viable because of the geographical structures connecting places of importance with regard to religion,
commerce and tourism. So I request the Hon'ble Minister for Railways to consider this project and implement the project by
allocating sufficient funds for this in forthcoming Railway Budget at least.

The Dharmapuri District is the most backward district in the State of Tamil Nadu. Due to this backwardness, the
people of this district had to move from Dharmapuri to for away places for their livelihood and for better prosperity.

Railway Station at Morappur is an ancient Railway Station under the control of Salem Division of Southern Railways
which falls in my constituency. This Station serves the people who are heading towards Chennai and other parts of the
country and the State. Hundreds of people visit the railway station regularly.

However, the trains which are passing this Morap pur Station, do not stop over here i.e. Train N0.3351/3352 Tata Nagar-
Alleppey-Tata Nagar-Bokaro Express and 2695/2696 Chennai-Thiruvanathpuram, Chennai Express. So, I request the
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Hon'ble Minister to immediately direct the concerned officials to make provision to stoppage of these trains at Morappur.

Sir another important Railway Station falling in my district is Bommidi. This station also serves the people of both



Dharmapuri and Krishnagiri districts. However, this station does not have stoppage of train no.6381/6382 Mumbai-
Kanyakumari Mumbai as well as 7229/7230 Sabari Express running between Thiruvanathpuram to Hyderabad via Tirupati.
Therefore, I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to make stoppage of these trains at Bommidi Railway Station.

It is painful and pertinent to mention here that when the Mumbai-Kanyakumari GST Express enters Kerala, it stops at
all stations in Kerala, whereas it does not have a stoppage at many important stations in Tamil Nadu. I hope the Hon'ble
Minister will avoid this type of discrimination.

Similarly, Dharmapuri Railway Station under control of Bangalore Division of South-Western Railway serves the
people of both Dharmapuri and Kanyakumari heading towards Bangalore, Mumbai, Thiruvanathpuram etc. However, it does
not have a stop for train no.6537/6538 Bangalore-Mangalore-Bangalore Express. Therefore, I urge upon the Hon'ble
Minister to direct the concerned to make a stoppage for this train at Dharmapuri and also enhance the frequency of this
train on daily basis instead of twice in a week as there is huge volume of passenger traffic between Nagarcoil and
Bangalore daily. Though these issues were brought to the notice of the Hon'ble Minister several time, these were not
considered yet.

Lastly, a new fast passenger Express Train was announced in the last Railway Budget 2011-12 to be operated
between Bangalore and Dharmapuri by the then Hon'ble Railway Minister but the same was also not operated so far.

I am quite sure that this time, the Hon'ble Minister for Railways will definitely consider these issues favourably and
fulfill the Demands of the people of my district.

With these words I conclude and support the Bill.
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*SHRI S.S. RAMASUBBU (TIRUNELVELI): Our Indian Railway department play a vital role in rendering the services to
the public and also providing major contribution to the development of our economy. Each and every state requires rail
service as an essential one. Our railway has been giving various concessions to the old age people and other handicapped
people. The railway line link between state to state is helpful to make the connectivity and reliability from people to people.
It offers real national integration. Railway gauge conversion and double line facilities are inevitable to improve the speed of

trains from state to state.

Double way line facilities from Madurai to Kanyakumari through Tirunelveli is a long pending requirement of the
southern people. Most of the people from North India from West Bengal, Bihar, UP and Maharashtra visit Lord Vivekananda
Rock every day. The passenger trains can be frequently plied only when there is double way track. I earnestly request our
honourable Minister to allot adequate funds to establish double way line from Madurai to Kanyakumari through Tirunelveli

and Virudhnagar.

New Railway Station: In my Tirunlveli constituency Koodankulam project, ISRO in Mahindrakiri and Vijayanarrayanam
are situated in southern part of Radhapurram Taluk. In order to meet the requirement of the people, Kavalkinaru new

railway station should have to be constructed at Kavalkinaru at Tirunelveli district of Trivandrum Railway Division.

Train Facliities: Bangalore to Nagercoil through Madurai and Tirunelveli, a train service is provided. Presently, it is in
operation only one day in a week. So, this train should be operated regularly on all the days of the week. Tenkasi to
Tirunelveli broad gauge work is in progress. But delay in work completion is badly affect the public to avail the train

facilities. The work should be expedited and the broad gauge construction should be completed as early as possible.

Railway Over Bridge: Delay in completion of road over bridge at Tenkasi is inconvenient to public. The railway over
bridge project at Tirunelveli, Kulavanigarpuram and Thatechanallur should be started immediately. Already the fund is

allotted by railway department for the two bridges.

Stoppage: From Tirunelveli to Kanyakumari we are having only three important railway stations even though there are
many stations which require stoppage.The DRM of Trivandrum should be instructed to give stoppages to all the trains
which are running from Tirunelveli to Kanyakumari at least in the prominent stations i.e. Nanguneri, Vallioor, and Panagudi

stations.

The facilities and passenger amenities are very less in trains which are coming from Kanyakumari to Chennai. Food
facilities are not available. First AC facilities are not available in Nellai Express. In Nanguneri railway station and Vallioor

railway station, computer is available for booking of tickets. But it is not operated due to lack of computer personnel.

The trains coming from southern Tamil Nadu should be stopped only at Egmore station. The Royapuram railway
terminal can be developed for reducing the rush. More than 60 acres of lands are available in Royapuram railway station. It
can be well designed for third terminal. New recruitment in railway service should be given opportunity to the southern part

of the educated unemployed.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Mr. Chairman, I stand here today to deliberate on the Supplementary Demands
for Grants for expenditure of the Central Government on Railways for 2011-12. How much is the Grant that the Minister has



asked? Hon. Member, Comrade prabodh Panda has just mentioned in his speech the amount for which the Minister has
come to the House to get the approval. You would be astonished to know that it is just Rs.1 lakh.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Rs.1 lakh crore.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : 1t is just Rs.1 lakh. Minister Shri Dinesh Trivedi is very much conscious of the money. One
can understand and I have every faith in him that with the manner in which he is now leading that Ministry, he will make a
turn around.

My concern here is that for the Railway safety he has provided only Rs.20,000. Before I delve into that aspect, I would like
to know how much time I have at my disposal.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Two minutes have already passed. I will give you five minutes more.
SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : So, I should first come to the issues of my constituency.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, directly.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Sir when Madam Mamata Banerjee was heading this Ministry, I had approached her
relating to one issue. The issue was about providing an additional opening relating to a second line which connects the
second line from Barang Station to Cuttack so that the bottleneck can be cleared, and easy movement of train can be made
through Cuttack Railway Station. I need not have to explain to you or to this House how important Cuttack Station is. But I

got a letter from the East Coast Railway and also from the Chief Administrative Office of the East Coast Railway on 30th
December, 2010 and, as usual, I was unable to understand whether they are agreeing to it or they are not agreeing to it.
My only concern was that abutement can be shifted by another pillar.

As the joke goes around in this country, you can have a right way. When you communicate, when you have transport
facilities, you have a right way of easement; you have also a wrong way of easement, but I am unable to understand
whether railways is right or wrong. I could not understand what was written back to me. I approached the then Minister,
Ms. Banerjee. She wrote on that letter, I hope that letter is still there with the Railways. Subsequently, I again approached
the present Minister. The present Minister was very kind enough. He received my letter, but I received another letter not
from the Cabinet Minister, but from the junior Minister, Mr. Muniyappa, who is a very good friend of mine, and who has

tremendous respect for freedom fighters. In that letter, at least, it was clear that they were not going to approve it. The
reply says, "The road under-bridge is to be provided behind, the same will also get flooded during rainsa€}", the usual
answers which the Railways always give.

Again, I approached the Minister during the last Budget Session. He was again kind enough and said, "Yes, I will look into

this matter" Subsequently, a letter was given to him during the last Monsoon Session on the 25t of August. Again, I
received a letter, not from the Cabinet Minister but from the junior Minister, Mr. Muniyappa, saying the officials concerned
have been directed to examine the matter. At least, I still have hope that they are still examining the matter — it is being
examined since last December and we are now in December, 2011 -- and I hope that before I go back to face elections in
2014, hopefully, it will be examined and a decision can be taken.

Again, I would like to draw the attention of this House relating to the security of passengers. The security of passengers
who are traveling in trains today is a cause of concern and it is multiplied when one becomes aware about the number of
safety-related vacant posts that are lying vacant in the Railways. The total vacancy is 1,03,667, and this is the answer

which the Railway Minister had given on 18t August, 2011 to a question by Shri Brijbhushan Sharan Singh. In that they
have mentioned that every Railway Division had vacancies in thousands and thousands — more than 6,000, 7,000; in
Central Railway, it is 6,400; in East Coast Railway, it is 7,600; in East Central, it is 10,465. So, the total number comes to
around 1,03,667. Here I am reminded that the hon. Minister had come out with a statement in a Press Conference. Mr.
Trivedi said: "We are all set to introduce a new Bill in Parliament that will transfer all the investigation-related powers to
the RPF regarding crimes that take place in running trains."

This is a very wise decision but ultimately what has happened? Subsequently, the Railways appointed Shri Anil
Kakodkar, former Chairman of Atomic Energy Commission and Shri E. Shreedharan, everyone knows him who is the
architect of Konkan Railways and also the Delhi Metro as the advisor in the month of September. Mr. Trivedi said experts in
technical and high end technology would provide an independent outsiders view in respect of the systems and protocol.
Already three months have passed. The idea was that the Railway will get the report within the three months time. They
will come back to us within three months time. I would like to be educated that three months have already passed.



MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude Mahtab ji. Please conclude now.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Sir, if it is a matter of only one lakh rupees, then there is nothing to say. But I would like to
understand the status of this Committee today and how much progress has been made? The vacancies in Railway
Protection Force range between 25 per cent to 30 per cent of the sanctioned strength in various categories. This is a very
critical issue. Faced with a critical manpower crunch in the security wing, the Indian Railways has increasingly started
depending on private security agencies to guard installations and properties including hospitals and other things.

My question here is:- is this a policy decision of the Railways? Whether Railways have taken this decision to
outsource the protection force to protect its property by depending on private security guards? Inquiries reveal that some
General Managers have already started hiring private guards. Sir, I would like to get an answer to this question.

Recently the hon. Speaker of Orissa Legislative Assembly along with a number of legislators from our Assembly had
met the Minister. I think the Chairman of the Railway Board and other Members were also present in room number six of
Parliament House and there a memorandum was given. It is unique in our case that Orissa Assembly has a Railway
Committee to interact with concerned Railway officials and Railway Minister was very kind enough. But I was little taken
aback when he said that he had travelled to Kerala and the Kerala Government had assured him that whichever project is
more than nine years old, the Kerala Government will invest 50 percent on those projects to expedite the matter and he
gave that idea to us. I do not know whether that idea is going to be discussed in our Assembly or not and what decision is
taken?

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude now.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : I would like to be educated if this is the policy decision, whatever projects are pending for
more than nine years and if respective State Governments are going to invest 50 per cent for that, what for should we have
such a mansion here as a Railway Ministry in Delhi? Railway has its own property to maintain. Railways has a mandate to
uphold, so I would only request through you, Sir, to the Government that Railways has a responsibility to those areas
where it gets its revenue, that has to be invested there.

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI): About the policy of nine years, I think there is some
communication gap. Lot of State Governments have come forward and say that we will take 50 per cent of the cost. They
have also said that wherever possible, we will provide you the land. But there is no such policy of nine years.

*SHRI A.K.S. VIJAYAN (NAGAPATTINAM): I would like to bring the following important proposals in respect of my

Parliamentary Constituency, Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu.

Nagapattinam in Tamil Nadu, which is my Parliamentary Constituency, is surrounded by Velankanni Church, Nagoore
Dargah and Thirunallar Saniswara Bagavan Temple and Sikkal Skanda Temple. As such, my Constituency is one of the rare
places where all the three religious symbols of this country co-exist with each other and all categories of people are

residing in this area and these three places fetch lots of tourists not only domestic but also international tourists.

An amount of Rs.60 crores has been allocated for conversion of metergauge into broad gauge line of Thiruvalur-
Thiruthuraipoondi-Karaikudi Railway Line. Even after the allocation of the amount, no work has been started till now. And
for the railway line of Thirutharaipoondi-Agasthiampalli also, the fund has been allocated but no work has yet been started.
Agasthiampalli is one of the most important salt producing areas in the State. This is the place where Salt Satyagraha
(Lavana Satyagraha) had taken place. At present, as there is no rail link to other places from Agasthiampalli, the people
are fully depending on roads only, this causes great inconvenience as the coast of salt production increases due to heavy
transportation charges as well as the time consuming. At one point of time, this area gave the highest revenue collection at
Vedranyam. On the Thiruvarur-Thiruthuraipoondi line, a very famous 800 years' old Dargah is situated at Muthupettai,
which attracts many tourists from all over the country. And the work on the broad gauge line should be started immediately
for the benefit of the salt-producing people. I would like to suggest that in the first phase, the work on Thiruvarur-
Thiruthuraipoondi-Pattukottai line should be started at once. This will not only facilitate the salt producers to use this line
but also improve their standard of living.

Muthupettai in Tamil Nadu is the native place of Late Shri Sandanam Aiyangar, who was the First Railway Minister of



the country. The works of broad gauge line on the Agasthiyanapalli and Thiruthuraipoondi route has already been
announced and the works of broad gauge line between Mayiladuthurai and Thiruvarur is under construction. Thiruvarur —
Muthupettai (Approx. 40 kms.) broad gauge line project should also be taken up immediately as the people of these areas

are facing lots of difficulties due to non-availability of rail transport on this line.

There is a place called Akkarapettai situated between Nagapattinam and Nagoor. The people of these areas are
facing great difficulties in crossing this Akkarapettai due to non-availability of an ROB. Due to frequent rail traffic, the
railway gate at Akkarapettai closes very frequently and the people have to wait for a long time in crossing this railway gate.
Because of this, the people have to rush to cross the railway line which leads to frequent accidents and death of these
innocent people. This causes great inconvenience to the people at large and patients and school going children in
particular. If an ROB is constructed in Akkarapettai, it will be of great help to them. I request the Railway Minister to take

up this project immediately.

At present, there is no direct train connectivity between Nagoor and Delhi. Lots of people from North India visit the
tourist places of my Constituency very frequently and the people of these places have to visit North India on search of jobs
and other purposes. Due to non-availability of direct train between Nagoor and Delhi, the people have to change train
either at Chennai or at Tiruchirappalli which causes lots of inconvenience and time consuming. If a direct train between
Nagoor and Delhi is introduced early, it will be of great help and convenient to the people of these areas and to the people
of North India who are visiting the above mentioned tourist places. Hence, I urge upon the Railway Minister to consider

introducing a direct train between Nagoor and Delhi.

The Railways are going to introduce one Express Train between Nagore and Vascoda Cama via Thiruvarur, Trichi,
etc. And according to the information available, the said Express Train will not have any stop at Thiruvarur, Tamil Nadu.
Thiruvarur is the District Headquarter and also a very famous city. The famous medical college and Central University are
situated in Thiruvarur. Considering the importance of this place, there is an urgent need to have a stopping of this Train,

which will go a long way in helping the people of in and around Thiruvarur District.

At present, the Kamban Express (Train No.16176) running between Nagore and Chennai Egmore is not having a
stopping at Mambalam, Chennai. After leaving Tambaram, it stops only at Chennai Egmore. The people who carry more
luggages to the in-between areas of Tambaram and Chennai Egmore, have to either alight at Tambaram or Chennai
Egmore. And on the return journey also, the Kamban Express (Train No.16175) starts from Chennai Egmore and stops only
at Tambaram. The people with more luggages have to hire a taxi or auto-rickshaw to either Cehnnai Egmore or Tambaram
and have to pay huge sums to these taxis or auto-rickshaws, which poor people cannot afford. If this train stops at
Mambalam, Chennai for a minute, it will be of great help to them. I request the Hon'ble Minister to issue orders for
stoppage of Kamban Express (Train No.16176/16175) at Mambalam, Chennai for a minute so that the people can be saved

from paying huge sums to the taxis or auto-rickshaws.

There are three passenger trains (Nos.56714, 56712 and 56852) running from Thiruchirappalli to Nagoor via
Nagapattinam. These trains start from Thiruchirappali at 0610 hours, 1005 hours and 1630 hours and reache Nagoor at
1050 hours, 1415 hours and 2055 hours and all these trains are of 10 coaches. I would like to suggest that if these trains
are increased to 16 coaches and delink 8 coaches at Nagapattinam for Velankanni and 8 coaches for Nagoor, it will increase

the tourist arrival at Velankanni and will give great boost to the people of Velankanni.

In this year's budget, it was ambitiously announced by the Railway Minister that through CPWD, the work towards
construction of 10 lakh houses for railway men through out the country would be taken up. But I would like to point out that



it is still in very early stages. I would like to urge upon the Railway Minister to take into consideration the fact that right
from Britishers' days, Tamil Nadu, the erstwhile Madras Presidency had several important railway installations like Golden
Rock Railway Workshop. Perambur Work Shop, ICF Factory, Pothannur Signal Factory and other such important
installations. Tamil Nadu had great many number of houses constructed for Railway employees and Railway colonies in
several towns came up during Britishers' days. In the last 10/15 years, most of the houses were left unmaintained,
abandoned and Railway colonies are shrinking in Tamil Nadu. So while going in for construction of houses for Railway men,
Tamil Nadu needs to be accorded priority. In order to reinstate the good old railway days, maintenance of railway colonies
should be upgraded, medical facilities and entertainment facilities for railway men must be enhanced in the form of

Community Centres, Sports Complex and Parks.

While considering the modernization and gong in for Unit-2 of ICF, the Railway may also consider setting up Metro
Coaches Production Centre with which we meet our local demands. Road travel has become costlier because of hike in oil
prices and frequent increase in petrol/diesel prices. For instances, in Tamil Nadu, the bus fares has been increased
exorbitantly. Hence, I urge upon the Railway Minister to take into consideration the fact that more and more passengers
are thronging to the Railways now. Hence, the Southern Railways may be suitably instructed to attach more number of
coaches to the existing trains running between Tirunelveli and Chennai, Madurai and Chennai and Trichy and Chennai. At
least tow more long distance trains may be introduced to catch up with the demand. We may also give importance to the
viable operation of sub-urban trains. As a first step, the frequency of Suburban trains running between Madras Beach and
Tambaram may be increased. More number of trains may be pressed into service. I urge upon the Railway Minster to
introduce sub-urban rail service between Coimbatore and Erode, Vellore and Arakkonam, Madurai and Dindigul, Trichy and
Tanjavur and Trichy and Dindigul, Salem and Erode. The law abide commuter culture in Tamil Nadu will help the Railways
to have increased revenue and viable safe operation. I urge upon the Railway Minister to consider the above proposals

favourably for the benefit of the people of Tamil Nadu.
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SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA (HASSAN): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am only reading the number of projects which have been pending
for the last 15 years. My people will say that I do not ask anything. Only for the sake of continuing the Member of this
House, I would just read because they will understand that I have pressed for this. I know the end result. The projects are:
Bangalore-Satyamangla Railway line — The Minister from Karnataka is sitting here — Gadag-Bidar; Hassan-Bangalore;
Hubli-Ankola; Kadur-Chikkamagalur; Munirabad-Mehbubnagar; Mysore-Chamrajnagar; Bangalore-Whitefield; Kengri-
Ramnagar; Yashwantpur-Tumkur; and Hospet-Guntakal. These are the projects which were sanctioned in 1996-97. One of
my former friends, I mean the present friend and former friend also because his party supported me to become the Prime
Minister.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Devegowdaiji, these projects were started when you were the Prime Minister.

SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA : No. With their support I became the Prime Minister. Mr. Chidambaram is not here. If he were
here, I would have talked about the decisions taken on that day. However, I do not want to waste my time on that now.

Sir, all these projects have been pending for the last 15 years. Whether the UPA Government or the NDA Government,
nobody has done anything. My own Minister is here. He is unable to touch these projects. Whether they are going to have a
remunerative project or not, I do not want you now to give the explanation. Hon. Minister Dwivedi was kind enough to at
least acknowledge my letters. All the three letters he acknowledged for which I am grateful.

One of the projects is in Chikmagalur from where Shrimati Indira Gandhi contested elections. In North India the entire
Congress was routed but Chikmagalur gave a rebirth to Madam Gandhi, Sonia Gandhiji also was given a rebirth from
Bellary. Please remember these words. But days are changing. I do not want to repeat it. This project will be progressed
and completed in the coming years as per the available resources. With regard to Mangalore-Chennai line, two major ports
are connected with this project. It is one of the cheapest projects. There is no hilly terrain. There is no problem. I know. I
am also an engineer. For this project, the previous Railway Minister says, "This project will be monitored and completed in
the coming years as per availability of resources." The fate of all the fifteen projects is one and the same.

With regard to doubling of lines, there is heavy traffic on the Mysore-Bangalore line. Doubling of the line was taken up
during our term. My friend is sitting here. Bangalore side up to Kengeri or Ramnagar was completed. I do not know, from
that Mysore side up to about 15 kilometres to Mysore, things are going on. Mysore was the capital city once. However, the
Railways have taken 17 years to convert the metre gauge line into broad gauge. Seventeen years!

I do not want to raise State is issues and how some of the States have been totally neglected. If I had enough time, I could
have given all the figures. I do not want to talk about the Prime Minister who discriminated between one State and another
State. If you want to run coalition governments, you have to appease them. That is the situation the Prime Minister is
facing. As long as he is attached to the gaddi, he has to bend his head to everybody. I do not want to say beyond this. If
you want to keep the chair, there is no need to bend our head. Let me tell you very frankly. When the BJP wanted to
support me on the day when the Congress withdrew it, I said no. That is because I am not attached to the chair. That is
my political stand for my life. The time will come and I will tell all those things.

You have brought the Supplementary Budget to the House. My Qdisha friend was saying about Rs.1 lakh token provision.
He must realize how that Rs.1 lakh has been provided. He has gone out. The Supplementary Demand under voted portion is
Rs.40 lakh under capital, Rs.40 lakh under Railway Funds, and Rs.20 lakh under Railway Safety Fund. They have taken up
certain projects, out of turn works during 2011-12 which are regarded as new service and new instruments of service.

I was just looking at these things. Rs.1 lakh is mentioned here. It says that a token supplementary of Rs.1 lakh is being
sought to start this work immediately and the balance of amount, in several cases, like Rs.90 lakh, Rs.98 lakh, Rs.1 crore,
Rs.2 crore or Rs.10 crore, will be met by re-appropriation within the Grant. They will slow down the work and this money
would be used here. That is again to satisfy the coalition partners to run the Government. I do not want to say beyond this.
I also know this from the original Budget. UPA Government also presented the Budget during 1996-97; Shri Chidambaram
was here; he has gone out; I would have told this to him — how the funds can be made to the Railway Board from the
General Budget.

I have never become a member of any Standing Committee. But I was only tempted to go to the Standing Committee
on Railways. The officers were there. But nobody was prepared to answer the question as to why the projects were
delayed. I have not gone there for Rs.2000; the Parliamentary Affairs Minister told the Speaker, why you unnecessarily
make us to sign the attendance register. In some panel discussions, everybody debate for 'no work, no DA'. But our
conscience will not permit. From 11 o'clock, I am sitting here, just watching.

Here, my friends will remember these words — things are so bad. The Opposition Members were telling and the Leader of



Opposition was very courageously telling, 'you step down, we will come back here'. The days are so bad — I tell you,
whatever may be your policies and programmes.

What is the fate of the two coach factories — Hubli and Railway Workshop? Several coach factories were closed. Our former
Railway Minister announced this. It is not during my period, but during Maharaja's period, the colonial rule; but 7
Government gave Rs.50 crore to Hubli, workshop when I was the Prime Minister, not to close that. Today, I asked the
officer — have they manufactured at least one coach? If the factories for passenger coaches are already there, the Hubli
workshop can do only wagons or goods coaches. Rs.50 crore was given. Mysore was closed. They have got only Kadur
good shed. But that is also going to be shifted — you have to be careful; days are not far off.

I would like to mention that — as the former Prime Minister — with pain, I am talking. You have announced adarsh Railway
Stations. Hubli is not there; Mysore is not there. You are the Railway Minister — how many adarsh Railway Stations do you
have? Why all these slogans? I am very sorry. You have announced many new trains. I have asked only for two trains from
Mysore-Arasikere.

One of the former Railway Ministers, Shri C.K. Jaffer Sharief, had abandoned this route. Today, more than ten trains
are running not only from Arasikere to Mysore, Mysore to Delhi via Arasikere, Mysore to Goa and Mysore to so many routes.
It was unworkable at that time. Unless you create infrastructure, how can a route become workable. We have changed the
policy at that time.

In the North-Eastern States, no project could have been taken. We had changed the policy at that time. Subsequently, our
own policy has been changed accordingly by the successive Governments and formed their own policies. I do not want to
comment on it. It is left to them.

Some of my friends who are sitting here would know that a foundation stone was laid by Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee for
the Hubli - Ankola Section in 1997-98. What has happened to it? I do not know if that stone is still there or somebody has
lifted it. I do not want to make a long speech. There is no need for it. I have got several other materials but can I use at a
public platform? I am not going to retire from politics.

Shri K.H. Muniyappa, I know how things are going on in Karnataka. If you want to save the UPA Government and the
Congress, then you must be more careful. That is all I can say. You can manipulate it anything. I do not want to state. Did I
ask anybody give me seat in the front row? Did I beg of you? I have not asked for it. I have told the Speaker and hon.
Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal why have you offered this seat to me? I can sit anywhere and
speak for two or three minutes? It is not a big honour to me. I have never asked anybody for this. I wrote a letter to the
Speaker saying that I will close my speech within two or three minutes. I am much pained. It is because all works that
were taken up in Karnataka have come to a standstill. There is so much pain for me.

I have made only two speeches since 2004. If you call one month's Session, you allot me three minutes each day. I will
make only one speech. I do not want to make a number of speeches. I would speak either on the President's Address or
the General Discussion on Budget. You give me only three minutes daily out of 30 days. I would use all my three minutes.
At least, I would have a satisfaction for this. With my little experience of 52 years in public life, I do not want to beg for this
and suffer humiliation.

With these words, I would appeal to the Leader of the House, Minister for Parliamentary Affairs and to the hon. Speaker
that please do not humiliate me. I am not responsible for the disturbances in the House. I will never do it whatever may be
circumstances. We have to speak here and end any speech in only three minutes. Please allot three minutes on all
subjects. Please concentrate on three minutes on each subject. I will deal with that matter and feel satisfied. Thank you
very much.

17.00 hrs.
MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, I am constrained to inform you that still I have a list 25 speakers who want to speak.

SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA: Sir, I am not going to obstruct anybody. If you want, we will sit up to 2.00 a.m. Food can be
served here. I do not want to obstruct anybody. I do not want to disrespect the Chair or any Leader or the Minister of
Parliamentary Affairs. But you give me a total of one hour or 45 minutes in the whole Session. I will speak only for three
minutes and I will speak on the President's Address or General Budget.

SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY (GUWAHATI): Sir, I feel that the Railways are the life line of the country and the nation.
If they run smoothly and properly, they will result in development of each and every corner of the country. They have
spread like spider-net from East to West and North to South. But I feel everything is not going well in the Ministry of



Railways.

Here I want to mention about railway accidents which are occurring frequently. In the last few months, the country has
seen a lot of accidents. I do not know who is responsible in the Railways for this. Why are so many accidents taking place?
Is there any technical deficiency? I do now know whether the technical persons are there or not. I think right persons have
not been employed in the right places. This might be the case because sometimes the employment is given on the basis of
political considerations. I feel because of these accidents, hundreds and thousands of people have lost their lives.

Therefore, I would request that the Minister and the Ministry should be careful so that railway accidents do not take place
again and again.

17.02 hrs (Dr. M. Thambidurai in the Chair)

Secondly, I want to mention here that the hon. Railway Minister has said that there is no loss incurred by the Ministry and
that the revenue earned by the Ministry of Railways and their expenditure are almost at par But I want to ask one
question. If that is so, why do the projects envisaged or undertaken by the Railways have not been completed? If you have
got sufficient funds, why have some projects not yet been started? I have come to know from your Ministry that due to the
paucity of funds, you could not undertake projects regarding conversion from metre-gauge to broad-gauge.

Thirdly, according to the report of the Committee on Estimates, the Ministry is not able to supply required number of
wagons to the Ministry of Coal, Department of Fertilizer as also to the Department of Food, with the result, these
Departments and also people are suffering. I want to give an example of the Food Corporation of India. They send their
food, i.e., rice, sugar, daal and wheat in dilapidated wagons. During the rainy season, all these things are damaged. It
happens everywhere. So, if the health of the Ministry of Railways is not well, it would be very difficult to contain the
economy of the country.

I understand that the Railway Ministry has asked the Planning Commission to sanction sufficient amount of money to carry
out the projects that have been envisaged by the Ministry. But unfortunately the Planning Commission has not granted the
amount required by them.

I belong to north-eastern region and I want to mention a few projects. The north-eastern region is the most neglected
region. When the train runs from Guwahati or Dibrugarh and reaches Delhi, it is always 10 hours or 12 hours or sometimes
18 hours late. It is because it has been declared as damaged. I do not know the reason for it.

Sir, T would like to refer to some of the projects in the North Eastern Region. I would particularly refer to the States of
Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Manipur, especially Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh are strategic States and
China has built across the border of these States everything possible. They have got good infrastructure of roads and
airfields on their side of the border. But on this side of the border, let alone having good roads, to reach from Guwahati to
Tawang it takes 18 to 20 hours. Therefore, rail connectivity in these States of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Mizoram is
urgently necessary, especially because these are bordering the foreign countries.

Sir, the State of Assam has got two valleys, namely, the Assam Valley and the Barak Valley. But even after 12 years the
broad gauge line from Lumding to Badarpur has not yet been completed. I do not know the reason for it. I would like the
hon. Minister to explain as to why this has not been completed so far.

MR. CHAIRMAN : You may please wind up now.
SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY : Sir, I have just started now.

MR. CHAIRMAN: There are 5 more Members to speak from your Party and if you want to consume their time also, then you
may continue.

SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY: Sir, there is one project called the Rangia — Arunachal Railway line and there is the
Bogibeel bridge. 331 frctioant off sicet et arseft Sft of fapen ey sicet et arskft Sft of war e 6 @6 g auf 3 ur Ao aeft 3Ab
@RI BICd 3, US 3MU I Sioi a9y It is because when there is time overrun, there is also escalation of cost as well. I do not
want to say about what is going on there because I know the fact. So, I would like to request the Railway Minister through
you that he should look into it because this bridge is in the strategic areas of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh border and it
would cater to the needs of not only the people of the area but also the Army.

Sir, the other point that I would like to mention here is about the electrification of the NJP and Dibrugarh line. The
electrification on this line has not yet been started yet. I do not know as to why it has not been started yet. The Railway



Ministry had mentioned that the Ministry proposed to electrify 4500 kilometres of railway line. But the electrification work of
this NJP — Dibrugarh line has not yet been started. So far, from NJP to Dibrugarh, towards Assam, not a single line has
been completed. This is very unfortunate. I am thankful to Ms. Mamata Banerjee for having announced 5 important trains
for the North Eastern Region.

Modernisation of railway stations is also urgently necessary and it has been started during the time when Ms. Mamata
Banerjee was the Railway Minister and I hope that during the period of the present Railway Minister this will be completed
because modernization does not mean luxury but it is a necessity.

Sir, I know that the Railways is getting a lot of loan from overseas agencies. Borrowing is good if it could be put to use
properly, otherwise it would be a heavy burden on the people. I hope that some part of the loan so received from overseas
would spent for the development of the railway network in the North Eastern region.

Sir, I would like to mention about, though it is known to everybody here, the theft in the railway wagons in certain parts of
the country. It happens because the Government fails to give what they need because the Railways have paucity of fund. I
understand that from your report. I think you have got a good vigilance and monitoring mechanism. You must equip the
Force with whatever is necessary so that they can have a better vigilance. I know that the Railways is incurring losses and
if this continues for a longer time, then Railways will become like Indian Airlines. Someday it may so happen that there will
be no Railways in this country! I hope, the hon. Minister will take care of this aspect.

Sir, I would like to make two demands from the Ministry of Railways. I would like to mention here about a few railway
catering people who have been thrown out of their jobs, the hon. Minister may look into this matter. The other point is I
would like to demand for a train connecting Guwahati to Pune, Guwahati to Bangalore because a lot of students travel from
these places to the North-Eastern region. Then, the railway over-bridge also is a necessity.

MR. CHAIRMAN : You mention the projects, new lines and trains that you want and conclude your speech.
...(Interruptions)

SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY: It is very necessary. I would request the hon. Minister to take up these projects. I am
sure the hon. Minister, Shri Trivedi would do it because he is a honest person.

MR. CHAIRMAN: About 25 more Members are yet to speak on this subject. At 6 o'clock we have to conclude this
discussion. Therefore, try to be very brief. I would request the hon. Members to mention their points without repeating the
points that have already been spoken. Then only we can accommodate more Members.

Further, those hon. Members who want to lay their speeches can do so. That will form part of the proceedings.
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33 81 3 waslis YRI I¢9rel Pl ol & clichol As BD Blel 31 Al SRIDI 3IR¥dcd &l AAcd 8l SRl &1 T8I R UD
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*SHRI A. SAMPATH (ATTINGAL): No other discussion attracts so much public attention like Railways. It is the major
mode of transport and a symbol of national integration. People demand strengthening of our rail network, more train, more

facilities and more destinations without compromising safety and cleanliness.

Indian Railways are now in reds. Its operating ratio is not admirable. Even the projects declared in successive
budgets are not yet started. Those works which have started remains incomplete, railway officials expressing helplessness
due to lack of funds. While there is no dearth of officers at the top, about two lakh vacancies remain unfilled towards the
bottom. The workload upon the loco running pilots, station masters, RPF etc. are alarmingly increasing the pressure upon
them leading to severe stress. The long working hours without adequate rest and leave, non-implementation of the grade-

pay etc. are eroding the confidence of the railway employees.

The sad plight of the coolie, porters, contract workers, construction labourers, catering workers and such
unorganized people goes unheard and unseen by the top bureaucrats. The railway stations and tracks smell human excreta.
Indian Railways still utilize the services of poor "safai karamcharis" to remove the waste and night soil with their bare
hands. This is a clear violation of human rights. Our Railways are the biggest violators of Labour Laws, if not the ILO

Conventions.

My State, Kerala has been asking for the creation of a "Peninsular Railway Zone" because of the demographic as well
as geographic features of those areas. The promises of a Coach Factory at Palakkad and a Wagon Factory at Cherthalai in
Alappuzha are still promises only. The MEMU between Kollam and Ernakulam is waiting for a green signal. But its shed at
Kollam is yet to be completed. I demand its extension to Nemom, South of Trivandrum Central, where railways have
adequate surplus land. What about the coaching yards offered in this year's budget to Nemom and Kottayam? In the first
year of XV Lok Sabha, we heard about the Medical College and a Water Bottling Plant at Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum)
in the budget speech. Even after the lapse of two years, not even a single stone has been laid for them. Many of the new

trains declared in the successive budgets have not yet started running. How can the people believe in the words of the



Ministers? A time has come when the budget speeches have attained the place of mere jokes. But my humble request is,

not to make fun of common people's hopes and aspirations.

Many of our important stations lack adequate amenities. Safe drinking water, waiting rooms and toilet facilities are
people's rights. Why can't we entrust women's self help groups to run at least some selected medium and small

refreshment stalls? It will provide some sort of solace and safety to women passengers.

Railway Consultative Committees at Zonal and divisional levels do not regularly meet. Even MPs don't have any idea
on what is happening in their constituencies. While higher officials visit, inspect or even commission certain railway works,

the presence of the representatives of people are meticulously avoided. It is a breach of privilege.

Regarding stoppage of some trains, the attitude of the Railway authorities is not justifiable. The Parasuram Express,
which was given a stoppage at Chirayinkeezhu in my constituency and which was put in the website, was taken away

without any justification or informing the M.P. The railway officials did not show the courtesy to attend the meeting of MPs

convened by the Chief Minister of Kerala on 315t December, 2010 at Trivandrum.

I also demand for Budgetary provision for a ROB at Chirayinkeezhu, for which the State Government has earmarked
Rs.5 crores. I request the Minister to take necessary steps to change the mindset of his bureaucrats. The railway is for the
people and not the other way round. In the name of PPP. if railways are also heading towards privatization, I will be duty

bound to show a red flag and a red signal.
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"I am grateful that you have brought this to my notice. Today only I will look into it and give specific reply."
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Minister, please address the Chair.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Punia, every time you are telling that I will conclude within two minutes.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Punia, please lay on the Table of the House the rest of your points. This is the discussion on the
Supplementary Demands for Grants of the Railways. So, be brief.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : I would request other hon. Members also to speak briefly like the hon. Member Shri Jagdish Singh Rana.
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SHRI PC. MOHAN (BANGALORE CENTRAL): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir, for giving me an opportunity to speak on the
Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways). I represent Bangalore Central Parliamentary constituency. The Bangalore
City Railway Station also comes under my Parliamentary constituency only. It is one of the largest railway stations in the
whole of South India. More than 200 trains arrive and depart every day from this Station and more than two lakh
commuters use this particular Station every day. But for the past 40 years, they have not seen any kind of development in
that Station. Lakhs of people come there and go every day but absolutely there is no parking facility in the Station.

At the rear entrance where the Okalipuram second entrance is there, where the existing parking lot is there, there also one
administrative building is coming with the result that there is absolutely no parking facility now.

In such a big Railway Station, there is only one restaurant. That restaurant also is charging exorbitantly. We are all
aware that a lot of poor people travel in the trains. It is very difficult for them to afford such high prices there. In the
platform, a number of commuters come. Absolutely, there is no place to sit also in the platform. Ladies and other people sit
on the floor there. There is no extra facility provided to the disabled persons. I would like to bring another thing to the
notice of the hon. Minister. At present, in Rajdhani train, three-tier berth has been provided to the freedom fighters of our
country. I would like to request the hon. Minister to upgrade it to two-tier. In Duronto trains, berth should also be provided
to them.
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SHRI NARAHARI MAHATO (PURULIA): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to thank you for giving me a chance to participate in
the discussion on the Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways).

Firstly, I am sorry to say that today I have attended the House seven hours' late. I am coming from Dhanbad to New Delhi
by Sealdah Rajdhani Express. It came late by six hours. All the trains are running late frequently. So, my humble submission
to the hon. Railway Minister is that punctuality in running of trains and safety of the railway passengers must be ensured.

Secondly, my humble submission is that there is a need to have emphasis on Jangalmahal. Today, while opening the
newspaper, we have read about Jangalmahal , West Midnapore, Bankura, Purulia in regard to the railway line. A railway
line from Jhargram to Purulia via Vandovan was sanctioned and surveyed also during the regime of the Railway Minister,
Shri Nitish Kumar. But I am sorry to say that till date it has not been done anywhere. My Purulia Parliamentary Constituency
is attached with Jharkhand. The model station was sanctioned but again, I am sorry to say that it has not been done and
completed.

Thirdly, in my Constituency's Adra Divisional Railway Headquarters and the ancient Railway Station, which was built during
the regime of the British Government, lakhs of trees had been cut down for opening and establishing a thermal power
station. But nothing has been done so far. Lakhs of plants have been destroyed for having the thermal power station, and
even nothing has been done so far!

Then, there is a very important Railway line in my Constituency, which is the heart of Durgapur, Bokaro, Jamshedpur and
Ranchi, the Capital of Jharkhand. Of the 122 kilometres from Ranchi to Purulia; only 88 kilometres of double line has been
done; and 34 kilometres doubling is still pending. If this 34 kilometres of double line is done, all the surrounding places
would get connected.

There was a quota of reservation at Purulia Station of the train Puri-New Delhi Purushottam Express. But it has been
withdrawn. It is a shame for us. The people of backward district of Purulia are losing their quota. At Purulia station; and it
has been shifted to Tatanagar.

Sir, our hon. Railway Minister is very efficient and honest person. But I am sorry to say that the Railway Ministry is turning
a deaf ear to attend the local MPs in the function, which is being organised from time to time by the Railways. My humble
submission to the hon. Railway Minister is to kindly ensure that the local MPs should also be invited in the functions and
programmes of the Railways. It is a shame for the local Member of Parliament if he is not invited in that function.Lastly, Sir,
we had recommended reservation of some people for those who are coming hither and thither...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : This point has already expressed by another hon. Member. So, please conclude now.

SHRI NARAHARI MAHATO : The recommendations of the MPs are being neglected and their requests are being turned
down. I hope, some positive steps would be taken in this regard.

SHRI MOHAMMED E.T. BASHEER (PONNANI): Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for giving me this opportunity to speak
on this subject.

It is true that the hon. Minister is doing some substantial things for improvement of the performance in the railways, and in
ensuring the accessibility to the MPs. The way how he is dealing and doing all kinds of things, are all highly appreciated. His
cheerfulness and his readiness in accepting the representations from the MPs are all admirable. He even had a meeting in
Thrivananthapuram where we discussed all the problems of the Railways. These are all facts.

But at the same time, if we see the ground reality of the Railways, I would like to say that it is deplorable. Coming to the



situation in Kerala, I feel that the Railways are in between the two crunches — one, fund shortage; second, manpower
shortage. Most of the announcements made in the previous Budgets are still remaining in dead letters. They have not been
implemented. I think, it is quite unfortunate.

Take Palakkad Division and Thiruvananthapuram Division. These two Divisions are in my State. Unfortunately, for Palakkad
Division, the total allocation was Rs.8 crore for passenger amenities. The total requirement was Rs.100 crore. What can
we do in this situation? The situation may be same for Thiruvananthapuram Division also. Extension of railway platforms,
levelling and all kinds of things are pending without any kind of improvement. They have announced certain Adarsh
Stations. Tirur station is one of the Adarsh stations. Unfortunately, nothing has been done on that also.

Similarly, the multi-functional complex is for value addition in the existing railway facilities but nothing has been done on
that. Similarly, in the case of dedicated freight corridor, Kerala has been miserably neglected. Kerala, of course, as you all
know, is in the fast track. We are developing many sectors. Smart city is coming. Vallarpadam Container Terminal is
coming. Similarly, Vizhinjyam harbour and all other kinds of things are coming. If all this development comes, then the
Railways must also come forward. I would request the hon. Minister to take some kind of push-pull strategy for Kerala as
far as railway development is concerned.

On MEMU service, we had high expectation when an announcement came about a MEMU service but nothing has been
done about that because it is electricity based. If that is not possible, I am requesting at least a diesel based, that is,
something like DEMU, may kindly be introduced.

Similarly, I would like to say another very important thing, that is, about the special package for Kerala for railway
development. Considering the backwardness of the State, I humbly request the hon. Minister to take a policy stand to have
a kind of special development package for the backward States like Kerala.

I have one more point. About the manpower shortage, I do not want to narrate much on that. Others have categorically
stated about that problem in that way. Then, regarding cleanliness and safety in railways, that also needs to be well
attended.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Others have already spoken on that.

SHRI MOHAMMED E.T. BASHEER : Another important thing is about the Konkan Railway. Keralites are mostly travelling in
that way only because that is the shortest route between Mangalore and Mumbai. Travel in Konkan Railway has become a
hellish experience. Everyday, there are disruptions. This may kindly be attended.

Coming to the Palakkad Coach Factory, I wish to request the hon. Minister.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister has already assured on that point. He has already said he will consider that point.

SHRI MOHAMMED E.T. BASHEER: Towards the end, I have only one particular point, that is, in the first Budget the Minister
has announced about the social responsibility coming under the Government, that is, to ensure participation for all sections
of the society. Unfortunately, that has not been done.

About the stoppage of the train also, I humbly request the Minister to give some consideration to that also.

With these words, I conclude.

off forfacr par dierdl (plRer): Asufes s8Iy, & RBR & DiesR ST &1 3 31T § SIal vorew el Pl Biistore dsaarc: &) uid fSomsi
3 qal 3y sTrst derdl 3 32 URI U SIel et 3 3l # AreloflRT Jicfl Sl 2 3161 llsll bt dred DT  3IR As IRDR 8t 319 ol Dl Al Bt Re
SRIGI &6l S 38t 3) 319 ad A48 & fp 2009-2010 sfiz 2010-2011 Spet A @I v SifApd SICT 33 URL 3 Sl Pog, IRDR PI SIel & Rt arst
&I et 21215 acoirs ¥l ¥ g8 3| sl Pt 661 & 3l o1t I Jol-SIaRIA Blotol I acony 1422 3 11 iretoflr #id} Sft 31 s1eyE 2lon 6 s
f&or 3 apfl A DRR DIArs ofdl g$ &) 2 Asilol 4 A aKi sAlee & &b dAol Usel AARM &b i wolew Ie1d B Ilsloldl dsAdIC? DI ARIG §) d8l
SI9MI-I3I6AT I Tcole setoll B 38t & b Sl At G ygeoll A aol a2 B fo1g 3ifSia b P FUA-UA I &, I8 olol DAD3 TIC ferI Sirer
g

FABIGR, 3 MU IATG ATl & o5 ST e 3 ool llel & ars StismRdt 3t & smRdiew 3, 368 ol Aeft enfer scaell 6, sisi Bt gt usama 3,

cifebol Jo1d 33 U2 DIS ORI o1t B2 381 3 i MU 3iicT BIall Aradl & b 3 31 3 &RAIel G

31 31 & fob airet Sl aat Tt 28t 8, 331 &1 Ml Brel 3 urd @2 oY cifdbol st g 8 b 531 1391s 3 fisr ot v 8t ufelisiol smuel omfarer
o1dl &t 3, SIafp a1 6 3iret T AR ufRiSene Fers 3 st &) MU Uh IR o B2 Pl Bl & 32 MU IRPBR 3 & der ud 3 Afe of



=11 fopa, cifcpol SMUm! deidIol Jf DI Dol &) el MU 3 DA 8 [b U Alstoll, S oftcdior e Sit sicfl &, ad paAen A [sRviel dd
U 3¢l cllsol dollol Pl UlRRIlSToll 9 g3 eff il Seflel SfEEIEUI gall ®al ¢ cIoell, D8l aRIll DI SI5l, $AD 1w ellel foRD e s18, cifdbol
31 A clrsal [etel @I ®Ie ol g3l A6 Alslell SR SeIIh A 8l D2 Sl 3, 331 3PR U WI B 3, Al Igd Pul a1ef

ofesR Sidsore dsaard: A Wil bl AW 3l DiesrR A slisct bl 3R selfdcibdolel I fdretoarA off elrel Sit of fdpar e, cifcpor 31t aifer A
P19 Bloll AT, {3 P 3 fp Aie-2 &t 3R oft acht Srostt, aq sft a6 o1 g1 o1&t 8w 391 MU WS BT 2 5 B A B Use! BA
@I Dl DICsR A Wiofl dd Scdl U Bloll AIfdy)

I Ficft Sft 2 fordaat & fop Slewiotl, St olurel 3 ookl 3, 331 3MUh UsSK 3 3iiz uskit & o sft smucT eni & 6 SierTsl 3 vl ol dedl &,
Rt u= dismstt Al Terd 3t 3, 3 oot oft =y D 3) B <ot 16 it o o2 Terddt 3 H iU sdiel e g b 314 3PR 24 dAIfRI @2 &9, Al
IRl I Tgel SAGT TII9l BI5T,

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude.

oft forl¥are1 pare ierd @ & s 8ft Dol aradl & b 5 DeulfSie &S il Adbs el &, 33 Dotelle Ads wat siiv oS vt sAsAST B3

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. All your party time is over. How can he be allowed?

oft forRaet R dierdl : #Elcw, d Rib WricA diet 381 §) & 3IcioR # I oldl D2 B |

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. You are to understand that other Members in the same way are interested to speak.

oft forlRaer paR dierd : sicf} Sfit, smud! oirclst 3 &, AfTBR! A AfdsisT 3RS 3 &) 3eId of B Ad DIRM & 3R 361 olct dal dad! &) 3l
ISR JICRI I8l ASTSI DI ST Tollol T P DI 9B Dol Sl 8T 3| 31 MR 3dleT Dol AT g b oIl 33 ASD 3 3PR 31U 3T Uel Siis
S, dl aAforardt A Afdeeist §iq DI TG 91T Bl SIes,

HBIG, UfYA SOl 3 SIICIPI SIPI8 3| 31U Silold 3 b #Aciol O DI 3 3l ub Fe & ORRI 3 HIcIdI 3l D2 PesR 3eid elisel o Sl ADd 3,
cifcpol a8 1A KR 3 8, 3AwI ot Ad g3t o, PR A 9l 8l e, Al ast pur 8kt

18.00 hrs.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, now it is 6 o'clock. There are still 12 Members who are yet to speak. If the House agrees,
we can extend the sitting of the House by one hour and then we will take up 'Zero Hour'. I think the House accepts this.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. Now Smt. Botcha Jhansi Lakshmi to speak.

1800 hours

SHRIMATI BOTCHA JHANSI LAKSHMI (VIZIANAGARAM): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I rise to support the Supplementary Demands
for Grants (Railways) 2011-12. I express my deep gratitude to the hon. Railway Minister, Shri Dinesh Trivediji, hon. Prime
Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singhji and our beloved UPA Chairperson, Shrimati Sonia Gandhiji for making Railways a vibrant
organization and for promotion of national integration.



18.01 hrs (Shri Basu Deb Acharia in the Chair)

Indian Railways are having one of the world's largest rail networks and covers more than 63,974 route kilometers
and transports more than 1.4 crore passengers each year and spent a record Rs.1,302 crore in 2010-11 for passengers
amenities and safety. Therefore, it becomes the responsibility of the Railways to provide better amenities and facilities to
the passengers.

The Ministry of Railways had proposed to the Planning Commission a Plan of Rs.63,400 crore for the year 2011-12
whereas the Budget Estimate for the Plan size for the year 2010-11 was Rs.41,426 crore. Not only that, the target set for
the electrification during the Eleventh Five Year Plan originally was 3500 route kilometers with an expenditure of Rs.3,000
crore. The target for the Plan period was subsequently revised to 4500 route kilometers in the Mid-Term Appraisal of the
Plan. During the first four years of the Eleventh Five Year Plan 3,391 route kilometers have been electrified and Rs.2,621.18
crore have been spent during the last and fifth year of the Plan. During the year 2011-12, 1110 route kilometers have been
targeted with an outlay of Rs.978 crore to achieve the revised plan of 4500 route kilometers.

Development of multi-functional complexes at 120 stations is supposed to be constructed through Public- Private
participation mode. I welcome this. I thank the hon. Railway Minister for sanctioning world class stations at Secunderabad
and Tirupati and multi functional complexes at Dharmavaram, Karimnagar, Kurnool Town, Nellore, Nizamabad, Amdala
Valasa, Vijayawada, Vizianagaram and Zaheerabad.

In this connection, I want to highlight to the hon. Minister that Visakhapatnam is a very important place from the
point of industrial development, educational development, health development, port development and tourism development.
Visakhapatnam is the second fastest growing city in Asia. I request the hon. Minister to include Visakhapatnam in the world
class station list.

I humbly request the hon. Minister to focus on ongoing projects under East Coast and South Central Railway Zones in
Andhra Pradesh, particularly in North Coastal Andhra where my constituency is one of the most backward regions. Not just
that, it is a tri-State junction because of Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal routes.

The new line survey between Vizinagaram-Palasa via principal town Rajam has been sanctioned in 2010-11 but still
survey report has not been made. What are the causes for the delay in obtaining survey observations? If the projects are
completed within the timeframe, there will not be cost escalation. It will also help in the economic development of the
country.

The Electrification of Vizianagaram - Rayagada line was sanctioned in 2011-12 budget. What is the present status of
budget allocation? I want to know the status of the above electrification line and electrification of missing links in Andhra
Pradesh should be given top most priority as these missing links lead to huge revenue loss to the South Central Railway.
Guntur-Nalgonda-B.B. Nagar and Guntur - Gunthakal sections have IRR of 22% and more. In this connection, in Adarsh
Stations like Vizianagaram- Bobbili, Chipurapalli and other stations in Andhra Pradesh, what are the works yet to be taken
up as part of passenger amenities?

Sir, I humbly request you to convene pre-Budget meeting for all MPs State-wise. The pre-Budget MPs coordination
meeting was not held for the last three years. Kindly convene this meeting before the Budget Session with all MPs. It will
enable the Ministry to coordinate local problems of each parliamentary constituency.

I thank the hon. Minister for introducing new passenger and express and intercity trains. In this connection, I would
submit for the consideration of the hon. Minister that these trains be named after famous pilgrim centres like Rama Tirtha,
historical places like Vizianagaram, names of famous rivers like Champavati, Vegavati, Swarnamukhi and Janjavati. It will
be like respecting the sentiments and emotions of the people of these areas. It will become familiar to the people of this
country and for the future generation.

There is a need to reserve more posts in the railways for women exclusively. There is also a need to increase quota
for women passengers. Coaches for women should be manned by lady security authorities to avoid eve-teasing,
molestation and chain snatching. Of late, these incidents are happening daily.

MR. CHAIRMAN : You have to conclude now; otherwise, nothing else will go on record. You have already spoken for eight
minutes. Please conclude, otherwise it will not be recorded.

SHRIMATI BOTCHA JHANSI LAKSHMLI: Sir, please give me just one minute to conclude.

I have been demanding for setting up of an electric loco shed at Vizianagaram. A vast amount of land is available. In
fact, Vizianagaram is a junction for the trains going towards Raipur, Bhubaneswar and Visakhapatnam. Looking at the



heavy traffic, sooner or later, Vizianagaram to Raipur route has got to be electrified. I have been told by the local Railway
authorities that the capacity of Visakhapatnam electric loco shed has reached saturation point; and no more locomotives
could be maintained. Looking at the location advantage of Vizianagaram, it is an ideal .location for setting up a loco shed.
This will provide employment opportunities to the local youth and help in developing the district which is one of the
backward districts.
Finally, I request the hon. Minister to consider stopping of the following trains:
2841/2842 Coromandel Express
Visakha Express 7015/7016 at Sigadam Tatanagar-Yeshwantpur 3889/2890 at Bobbili.

With these words, I support the Supplementary Demands for Grants of the Railways.
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SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): Since the rail density is very high in the State of Kerala, it needs more facilities, as
far as the passengers are concerned. The frequency of the Rajdhani Express as well as Sampark Kranti Express has to be
increased. I request that at least one more day has to be added from what it is today.

With regard to Palakkad Coach Factory, the hon. Minister has already given an assurance. I also request that the Cherthala
Wagon Factory, which falls under the constituency represented by Minister Venugopal, is also to be taken up because these
are the two major projects which were included in the earlier Budget.

As far as the local trains are concerned, they are most important for the local passengers. We have already submitted
representations to start a new local train from Calicut to Mangalore or Kannur to Mangalore. It was announced by the
earlier Ministers, Mr. Velu, and also Mr. Ahmed, but it has not materialized. We have faith in the new Minister in whom we
have the faith, as he is hearing all the speeches and is also smiling with us. Therefore, we expect that something will come
out. The passenger train from Kannur to Mangalore is an essential thing, as far as the northern part of the State is
concerned.

As far as the new surveys are concerned, there are a number of surveys which were conducted in Kerala, but nothing has
been taken up. I think the Kanhangad-Panathur-Kaniyur survey was conducted two years back and the report was
submitted. I think the cost benefit ratio is 2.6 which is positive. That also has to be taken up for consideration because that
leads to inter-State connectivity between Karnataka and Kerala. It is also the shortest route to Bengaluru. I think it is under
the consideration of the Government.

In your meeting in Trivandrum, we the MPs and even the Ministers have raised some major issues, including the issue
concerning vendors in the railway stations. You had promised us that within one week after your coming back here, the
issue will be resolved. Till now, these workers have not got jobs. The promise is yet to be fulfilled.

Sir, there is nothing wrong. A large number of passengers want to get the food items. They wanted to get the tea. They
wanted to get the refreshments. They are not able to go to the coffee shop. At the same time, a large number of workers
especially in the Palakkad division are still denied the employment. So that issue has to be taken into consideration.

Sir, as far as the infrastructure facilities are concerned, I know that it has not come before you. At the same time,
the upgradation of the platforms, the shelter issue, the drinking water, ROB can be taken at the DRM's level and GM's
level. It is unfortunate to say and other Members have also said that these officers are not listening. We are getting the
stereotype reply from the Railways. If I have given the letter complaining on some thing last time, the reply I got earlier
from the Railway and the reply which I may get now will be the same. They are not making any inquiry. The infrastructure
facility, especially the northern part of the State, is very bad. I think that I may be allowed to lay down the remaining part
of the speech.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Part of the speech cannot be laid. You can finish your speech very quickly by mentioning the main points
only.

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN : The other main issue is the safety of the passengers. There are humber of incidents in the State
of Kerala, not only in Kerala but also in other parts of the country. Railways have to depute more police force, not only by
the Railways alone but the Railways have to consult with the State Government. There should be a coordination between
the Railways and the State police because murder cases are also reported, rape cases are reported, the theft cases are
reported and especially, the women passengers are very afraid of traveling. So, the Government should take into
consideration the safety aspect also because it is the most important.

There are about 65 ROBs in the State of Kerala and only 15 to 20 are completed. I think that there was a discussion
in your presence in the State of Kerala. The Government should give a special package for the Railways in Kerala because
we have large number of difficulties. I have written a long speech but the Chairman is not allowing to read it out though he
is very much interested in the Railways and he is also not allowing me to lay down the remaining speech. The Government
should call a meeting of the MPs of Kerala here itself and we have made a number of suggestions with regard to the new
surveys and also the new projects. I think that the Minister may take these issues into consideration and especially with
regard to the issues relating to northern part of Kerala and also about the Cherathala Wagon Factory.
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* SHRI THOL THIRUMAAVALAVAN(CHIDAMBARAM): Hon. Chairman, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to
participate in the discussion on Supplementary Demands for Grants pertaining to the Ministry of Railways.

Indian Railways has got a long tradition and is one among the most popular railway systems in the world. Railways unites
and integrates various parts of India which has got several states with different languages and culture. Many languages
and rivers divide India. It is Railways that unites geographically the entire India. That way Railways is a symbol of national

integration. In this great Indian Railway System even in this 215t Century, manual scavenging is there still. We want India
to emerge as a super power. We want our quality of life to improve to a world standard level. But still we have not taken
efforts to put an end to the practice of shaming men and humanity. The manual scavenging still seen in the Railways make
us to hung our heads in shame. Hence, I urge upon the Government to put an end once and for all to this practice carried
out through Safai Karamcharis.

Railways must also endeavour to fill all the vacancies reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Backlog
vacancies must be filled through special drives.

When compared to other States Tamil Nadu is discriminated. Tamil Nadu extends upto Kanniakumari in the South as
a vast stretch of land. But only Chennai the capital city continues to remain as a connecting link to other States and cities
of the country. The northern states are linked directly with Chennai Central only. This leaves other parts of Tamil Nadu high
and dry to have a direct link. Hence, I urge upon the Railways to go in for a third terminal in Royapuram for all north bound
trains while central station will have direct link with all the

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Tamil.



southern districts of Tamil Nadu. It is to be noted that the first train in the South commenced its first journey from
Royapuram. A new terminal that will link southern districts directly with north bound trains may be created in Royapuram,
as 72 acres of land area is available there.

Lakhs of Tamils are travelling from Bangalore and Mumbai to Tamil Nadu almost daily on business and as pilgrims.
Everyday thousands of them travel towards Southern districts. During festive season, the number of passengers increase
manifold. Hence, there is an urgent need to run a daily train between Mumbai and Nagarcoil and another train between
Bangalore-Nagarcoil. Madurai-Kanniakumari line may be doubled and this work may be taken up at the earliest.

Thirteen Express Trains bound for Kerala though going by Coimbatore city do not go to Coimbatore Junction. This is
an important industrial city and the people of the city are agitated about this for long. Hence, I urge upon the Railway
Ministry to see that all the trains bound for Kerala go through Coimbatore Junction. Cuddalore town's Thiruppapuliyur
junction must get a stoppage for the express trains like Chennai-Tiruchendur Express, Chennai-Rameswaram Express,
Bhuvaneshwar- Rameswaram Express and Varanasi- Rameswaram Express.

Villupuram via Mayiladuthurai used to have four trains earlier now it has been reduced to two after the gauge
conversion. This affects the students of Annamalai University. In the name of gauge conversion, several trains in several
places were suspended but most of them are yet to be restored. I urge upon the Railways to look into this.

Eechangadu Railway Station near Tiruchi is an industrially important town, which has got many cement factories, a
sugar mill and many educational institutions. Railways get a revenue of about fifty crores of rupees exclusively from this
area. Hence, I urge upon the Railway Minister to suitably instruct Southern Railway to provide a stoppage at this station for
both Guruvayur Express and Kanniyakumari Express.

The survey work for laying a new railway line between Chennai and Cuddalore via Puducherry and Mamalllapuram
was completed long back. I urge upon the Railways to take up the project immediately.

SHRI M.K. RAGHAVAN (KOZHIKODE): Sir, thank you for giving me this opportunity.

First of all, I would like to congratulate our hon. Minister who has taken several steps to improve the railway services and
amenities for the passengers, to the extent possible.

There are long pending demands for improvement of railway services in my constituency and my State. We had been
neglected and I am sorry to say that we are being given step-motherly attitude by the Railway authorities for very many
years.

I would like to say one thing here that we are a part of this great nation and we are not outside the nation. Unfortunately, I
can show many examples of conditions of coaches, especially those are running in Kerala, that are pathetic and inhuman
for public travelling.

We could see cockroaches and rats running around. There is no proper disinfection in coaches. With torn seats and
filthy toilets, the travel is indeed a night mare. The incidents of harassments, especially, to the female passengers, are on
the rise and Railways are still to tackle this menace.

Another important thing is that the Palakkad Division has been demanding for the completion of doubling of the remaining
portion, electrification and extension of doubling on the Konkan Rail, without which the benefit of doubling will not be
attained. In fact, the electrification work has totally been neglected.

The Palakkad Division is now witnessing one of the worst team of officers, who are practically destabilising the Division. I
may mention here one thing that nine Members of Parliament from Malabar region, cutting across party lines, from the
region had requested for a change of guards at Palakkad Division. There is a strong demand for change of guards at
Palakkad Division. At times, their attitude and behaviour reminds of the colonial Ragj. But it is not only that, there are recent
orders of discontinuing the vendors, who were also arrested, from serving the passengers at the platform in Palakkad
Division, have again caused much inconvenience both to the passengers and the vendors, who have lost their subsistence.

Several times, I have raised this issue in this august House as well as brought to the notice of the hon. Railway Minister for
the extension of the Train No. 16517 from Kannur to Calicut. Similarly, the demand for an inter-city day train from Calicut to
Bengaluru has not been introduced. The announced Mangalore-Howrah train has not yet started.



The then hon. Railway Minister had included Calicut for development as a world class station. Unfortunately, no progress
has been seen on this. We should consider imbibing the local architecture into world class for developing these stations,
instead of spending millions on brining in international designs.

The long over due Guruvayur-Thirunnavaya rail link is still a dream come true. The proposed, Calicut —Angadipuram and the
much demanded Mysore connectivity is still a distant dream. The work on Calicut-Beypore port link has not yet started.

Not only that, the then, hon. Railway Minister Mamtaji has announced three major projects for Kerala, that is, coach factory
at Palakkad, wagon factory at Cherthala and special train for Kerala. I would like to know from the hon. Railway Minister
that as a successor of Mamtaji, what actions you are going to take on such dream projects. When will it be realised?

The welfare of the staff is also a major criterion. The pathetic conditions of the railway staff quarters at Calicut are a major
concern. These are to be demolished and reconstructed immediately.

The ROB at Panniyankara and Kadalundi, where the prestigious NIRDESH, a Ministry of Defence establishment is coming
up; an underpass at Kadalundi (Vadakkumpad); the renovation at Feroke Railway Station; level crossing at Puthiyappa and
shifting of the existing level crossing at Elathur are some of the infrastructural developments that needs immediate
consideration.

While going through the Supplementary Demands, it is unfortunate that not a single issue relating to the development in
Palakkad Division has been included. So, some of the issues outlined should be included in the supplementary Budget.

Last but not least; I would like to suggest that a committee under a local MP should be constituted for monitoring the
developmental activities of the major stations like Kozhikode.

While concluding, I would like to remind the hon. Minister that the office of the CAO for Kerala as announced should be
opened immediately for the required overall infrastructural development of the Railways in the State.

I would like to urge through you that these issues may be addressed. I stand to strongly support the Supplementary
Railway Budget and Appropriation (Railways) No. 3 Bill of 2011.

DR. TARUN MANDAL (JAYNAGAR): Sir, I rise to support the Supplementary Demands for Grants — Railways. I know our
Railway Minister along with his team is working very hard to maintain the performance of Railways, ensure safety and also
to improve the services.

Sir, I come from a very under-developed area of Sunderbans. Our earlier Railway Minister was kind enough to extend some
of the projects up to those areas. I would request the present Railway Minister to expedite those works relating to
Canning, Gosaba and Basanti areas of Sunderbans. They relate to doubling of lines, railway bridges and railway tracks.

I hope that it would fulfill the commitment of the earlier Minister as also the Railways that no vendor or small
businessmen or hawkers who are earning their livelihood by the side of Railways will be evicted without giving proper
compensation and rehabilitation.

Sir, the line Sealdah -- Laxmikantapur -- Namkhana through which the passengers for Ganga Sagar mela travel every year is
very much over-loaded due to lack of sufficient number of trains. Therefore, the number of trains on this line should be
increased. I would request that even some shuttle trains could also be introduced. Provision of some first class
compartments on the lines of Mumbai Suburbs can be included for some specific passengers and specific group of people.

There is a problem in our State as well as in other States that some halt stations are managed by some contractors. They
sell tickets and do all kinds of works on the stations. They remain on contracts. So, the Railways should look into this
matter with sympathy and in a humanitarian way so that their jobs remain with the Railways and their contracts are
renewed and they could earn their livelihood.

Sir, we need to look to the East. Some works of gauge conversion from metre-gauge to broad-gauge in the areas of Silchar,

Lumding and Agartala are pending for the last 15 years. I had an occasion to meet people of these areas. They came here
for a demonstration at Jantar Mantar. They met the Railway Board also. Recently a Committee for the implementation of
the work relating to conversion from metre-gauge to broad-gauge met the General Manager (Construction) at Malegaon,
Guwabhati. He promised that this work would be completed by 2013 and also told that some law and order problem in the
Dima Hasao area, that hilly area should be taken care of by the Assam State Government. Therefore, this work is not



progressing properly. People say that the transporters and roadways lobby is preventing the progress of that job.

Similarly, the work relating to conversion to broad-gauge line in Agartala sector should be implemented immediately. The
work up to Subroom area is also pending and that should also be done.

As regards safety and security of Railways, recently the confidence of our passengers has shaken a bit due to repeated
derailments, accidents, collisions, etc. I have found that there are certain reasons for this and some solutions can be found
out, if the Railway Minister could pay more attention to these points.

In 1974, the number of employees in Railways was 22.5 lakh and now it has reduced to 12.5 lakhs. So, there is a reduction
of ten lakhs. So, it has to be increased. Recently, a news appeared in a daily that around 1.57 lakhs of posts in Group IV
and Group C are vacant. These vacancies have to be filled up.

Sir, the railway lines, coaches and bridges which are old, should be immediately taken care of. Another report came out in
the Statesman which was written by one of the retired railway officers saying that around Rs.50,000 crore have been lost
by the Railways due to corruption. This have to be taken care of by the Minister so that matters concerning safety and
security are taken care of. If it is done, then only our people will have confidence in Railways.

*SHRIMATI SANTOSH CHOWDHARY : I request Hon'ble Minister that number of NRIs and businessmen travel by Shatabdi
and Rajdhani trains to all over India. Similarly young students, bureaucrats etc. also prefer to travel by these trains.

These days laptops and i-pads have become very frequent because of their case of use. People make full use of their times
by working on these devices.

I am of the opinion that we enable that travelers to use their internet via wifi during their travel in the trains will enhance
their travel experiences with Indian Railways.

I think you will agree that it will bring more revenue but also save the travelers a lot of time and will increase their
efficiency as these people will be able to make up for the last time in their businesses.

Again, I request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to provide these facilities in the Shatabdi and other trains for the benefit of
educated passengers. I support the Appropriate Bill on Railways.
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DR. RATNA DE (HOOGHLY): Mr. Chairman, thank you. At the outset, I would like to laud the efforts of the hon. Minister
and the Railway Board for bringing these demands to take care of the development of the Railways. I would like to make
some points. Many railway projects were announced by the former Minister of Railways and presently the Chief Minister of
West Bengal, Kumari Mamata Banerjee. I want to know the progress of those projects. I also want to know the progress of
Tarakeswar — Bishnupur line. Is there any thinking on the part of the Ministry to increase the fare and freight of the
Railways? I would like to suggest to the hon. Minister to give maximum importance to the safety measures, including the
introduction of anti-collision devices. Lastly, what is the status of the Railway finances at present?
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*SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI (DHARWAD): As I have been always telling this House in my speeches that Railways is not
just a wheels on the track, carrying passengers and goods from one place to another place. It is a national symbol of
integrity which unites people from all regions and instills in them a sense of oneness. It is with this message the Railways

has to function or in other words Railways has great social responsibility.

But whether the Railway is doing thisn is a question mark. It seems to be functioning mechanically without any national
zeal in perspective. There are so many ongoing projects which are halted or going at snail pace, for dearth of funds. Why it

has not been possible to generate funds for completion of all projects which are approved?

I would like to draw the attention of the Hon'ble Railway Minister who is present here in the House to the following matters
mainly relating to my constituency and state, some of which I had brought to your notice in a meeting in Bangalore with our
Chief Minister last October.

(i) Uneven growth of Rail Network: The statistics relating to Railway Route Length density in the entire country is a
meagre 19.27 kms., and moreover this average is not informal in most of the States. My own state of Karnataka is having a
very low RRLD being only 15.72 kms., whereas the neighboring Tamil Nadu State is having 32 kms., and Punjab being
highest 45 kms. Out of total 175 Talukas of Karnataka State 81 Talukas i.e., accounting about 46% of the area is not
having Rail Network. So committees appointed to recommend measures for removing regional imbalance have time again

pressed for covering these 81 Talukas for Rail Network.

In this regard, to enlarge the Rail network in Karnatka, the following new lines works need to be taken up.

1. (i) (@)Hubli: Dharwad-Kittur-Belgaum, (b) Haveri: Gadag (c) Gadag- Harapanhalli Harihar (d) Harihar-Shimoga (e) Talaguppa-
Honnavar (Linking with Konkan Railway Line), (f) Davangeri-Tumkur.

(ii) Hubli- Ankola new broad-gauge line: This is a dream project capable of ushering in a new era of economic growth of
the region which is almost on the edge of being approved by G.O.I. In this background, it is requested that
substantial funds be earmarked for the works in the financial year and necessary clearance may be obtained from
the MOEF at the earliest.

(i) (a)Kottur-Harihar (b) Bidar-Gulbarga (c) Hassan Shravanbelgol-Bangalore (d) Doubling of tracks between Hubli-

Bangalore (e) Hospet-Vasco.

(iv) Sanctioning new Railway Divisions in Karnataka: There has been a long standing demand to bring Gulbarga and
Mangalore regions of Karnataka within the fold of S.W.R. The Gulbarga and Mangalore need to be carved out as

new divisions for the better and well coordinated administration of the zone.

(v) Modernisation of Hubli Railway workshop: It is very encouraging to know that a comprehensive proposal is sent to
Railway Board for modernization of Hubli Workshop at the total cost of Rs.195 crores. Hubli Workshop is one of
the oldest workshops in the country and needs overall development. The minister is requested to release

sufficient funds for the development Hubli Workshop.



(2) Doubling of Tumkur — Hubli Route: The doubling work between Bangalore-Tumkur, but from Tumkur to Hubli
this extension work is yet to be sanctioned. Hubli is the second largest city in Karnataka and S.W.R., Hars.
The trains running between Hubli — Bangalore are taking almost 9 hours to reach destinations from both

ways. To reduce the running time, this route needs to be doubled.

(3) Introducing new trains: Hubli-Dharwad twin cities in northern part of Karnataka are the second largest city on
the national highway No. 4 and are main link between Mumbai at one end and Bangalore-Chennai at the
southern end and buzz of hectic industrial & trading activities. Presently, there are limited number of trains
being operated to cater the needs of travelling public, providing links to many major cities like Pune,
Mumbai, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Chennai and so on. But considering the importance of the city being the HQ
of SWR, the number of these trains are felt to be far less and there is a long standing demand for the

following new trains.

(4) New night express trains to Pune and Mumbai: New Express super fast trains between Pune and Hubli, and

Hubli and Mumbai, leaving Hubli late evening reaching Pune next day morning, vice versa from Pune.

(5) Sampark Kranti Express to be made regular: People from this region are thankful for running this train via
Hubli-Dharwad. But this facility is only twice a week. You are requested to run this train all days in the week
via Hubli-Dharwad so that people from this region will be greatly benefited by this. Train No. 2627 is running
from Bangalore to Nizamuddin (Delhi) which covers mostly areas in Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra. You

are requested to kindly take steps to make this train run via Hubli, Dharwad and other Karnataka areas.

(6) New night express Train to Bangalore or re-scheduling of Ranichannamma express: New Express superfast
night train to Bangalore leaving late evening between 8 pm to 9 pm and reaching Bangalore before 5:30 AM,
which can provide onward journey to passengers heading for many early morning trains from Bangalore to
various destinations and also early morning flights from Bangalore.Or in the alternative, as there is a
longstanding demand for re-scheduling of Ranichannamma Express Train No. 6590 and 6589, presently this
train arrives Hubli by 10:40 p.m. and departs by 10:55 pm reaching Bangalore 7:30 a.m. which is a schedule
time. But this train never keeps up the time and always runs behind the schedule causing hardships to
passengers. The reason for this permanent delay is reaching Kolhapur lately and return journey makes a
delayed start. In view of this, I have been suggesting since many years to terminate this train to Miraj. N
According to Railway official records, every day from Miraj to Kolhapur only 170 passengers travel on an
average and the number of direct passengers from Kolhapur to Bangalore is only about 90 and hence this
suggestion is well justified. If this is done, the departure timings from Hubli to Bangalore can be rescheduled
to 9 to 9:30 p.m. instead of the present 10:55 p.m. It is requested at least to have a relook into this proposal

and implement.
7) Hubli — Nizamuddin Daily
8) Hubli-Sholapur Daily (Inter city)
9) Hubli-Guntkal (Inter city)
10) Hubli-Shiradi Direct Train
11) Hubli-Shiradi Direct Train

12) Hubli-Solapur via Bijapur Express train at 11 hours.



13) Solapur-Gadag train to be extended to Hubli.

14)  Belgaum-Hubli city leaving Belgaum at 6:00 hrs., and reaching Hubli at 9:00 hrs., and the same train shall
depart at 17:30 hrs., and reach Belgaum at 21-30 hrs.

15)  New express train from Hubli to Gurbarga, via Gadag-Bijapur.

16) The route between Hubli-Dharwad twin cities should be converted into double line and push-pull trains should

be run keeping in mind growing passenger movement between Hubli-Dharwad.

17) Hubli being a zonal Hgrs. of SWR with highest earnings should have connectivity of Express trains to New
Delhi. As of now, only slipper coaches are being moved from Hubli and attached (at Londa) to main train
running from Vasco. It is requested to introduce new train to NDLS immediately from Hubli. Further, new

trains should be introduced from Hubli to Mangalore since there is a heavy demand for this.

18) New Railway lines which have already been agreed in Railway Budget i.e., doubling between Hospet to Vasco

should be expedited.

19) Stoppage of Dharwad-Mysore Train: Kundgol is a very busy Taluka place in Dharwad district and noted for
chilly trading activities. The people from this town are demanding the stoppage of Dharwad-Mysore

Express from this town. It is requested to fulfill this demand.

20) The security of the passengers and their luggages has become a mater of concern for all of us. We quite
oftenly read in newspapers how the passengers even at gunpoint in some incidents were subjected to
looting etc. in the trains. The cases of thefts and extortion of passengers by criminal elements has

become a common feature. The Railway should take immediate steps to address this serious problem.
21) Early completion of Hubli Railway station upgradation works.

In the overall interest of the development of Railway infrastructure and thereby paving the way for socio-
economical progress of the area, I request the Minister to take special interest in the implementation of

above mentioned proposals.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, there are six more speakers to speak. If all of you agree, we can extend the time of the
House by half-an-hour. So, can we extend the time of the House till 7.30 p.m.?

SEVRAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: All right, the time of the House is extended till 7.30 p.m.
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3€ | (caerrar)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) G€; *

SHRI LALIT MOHAN SUKLABAIDYA (KARIMGANJ): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank you for giving me a chance to participate in
the discussion of Supplementary Demands for Grants for the Railways.

I will only a take few minutes and talk about three points. Sir our main issue is the conversion work of Lumding-Silchar
metre gauge line into broad gauge line. This was to be completed in 2007. The date was changed from 2007 to 2009. Again

it was changed. Now, the Railways assured us that it will be completed by 2012 so that it can be opened on the 15t January
of 2013.

Just a few days back I got a letter from Railways in other connection wherein they have mentioned that up till now 68 per
cent of the work has been completed. If, in 15 years, they have completed 68 per cent of the work then how can they
complete the remaining 32 per cent of the work within one year? It is a very gigantic task for the Railways to complete that
work. However, the Railways reaffirmed the date of completion as 2012. I hope this time they would not fail in completing
the work otherwise it will be ridiculous for all of us.

My second point is this. During the previous Budget, many assurances were given to the people of Assam and North-East.
Many Schemes were taken up like construction of Adarsh stations, setting up of multifunctional complex at Dibrugarh,
diagnostic centre at several stations, intercity train services, wagon factory and medical college at Guwahati and extension
of railway line from Dullabcherra to Cheragi. I want to know from the hon. Minister of Railways as to when these works will
be started and completed.

We have another issue. I have already raised this issue in Parliament. It is the renaming of Silchar Railway Station as
Bhasha Sahid Silchar Railway Station. On this Station 11 persons laid their lives and became martyr for the cause of their
mother tongue but the Railways, on the basis of an incomprehensible argument, declined to accept our proposal.

So, I urge upon the hon. Minister of Railways to kindly adhere to his promises and complete the conversion work of
Lumding-Silchar from broad metre gauge to broad gauge by 2012 for opening in January, 2013; to take immediate action for
extension of railway line from Dullabcherra to Cheragi; and fulfil other assurances given to the people of Assam and the



other States of Nort.h-East.
MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude your speech.
SHRI LALIT MOHAN SUKLABAIDYA : Sir, I am concluding.

I also request the hon. Minister of Railways to reconsider our proposal of renaming the Silchar Railway Station as Bhasha
Sahid Silchar Railway Station.
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*SHRI PRATAP SINGH BAJWA (GURDASPUR): At the very outset, I am proud to state that my dream project, the
Qadian — Beas Broad Gauge New Railway Line (39.68 km) has been included at serial number 8 in this supplementary

demand for grants. A long pending demand of the people of Gurdaspur has been met.

This could not have been possible without the blessings of our beloved Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji who
gave me the courage to see my dreams through. I sincerely thank Shri Dinesh Trivedi Ji for all his efforts and proactiveness
in ensuring that this rail project becomes a reality. My appreciation would not be complete without mentioning respected
Didi, Smt. Mamta Banerjee Ji who was the Railway Minister when I started pursuing this project. A special mention must

be given to Shri Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission whose guidance ensured that this project



did not end up being a dead letter. Amongst a plethora of names that can be mentioned in gratitude here, I must make a

mention of Shri Vinay Mittal Ji, Chairman Railway Board without whom we would be nowhere on this project.

Currently Qadian and Beas are connected through a 100 km long circuitous rail route via Amritsar and Batala. The
Qadian to Beas rail link would provide a direct and shorter route reducing the travel time between these two places
separated only by 39 kms. This project was first conceived in the pre-independence era during 1928-29 by the then Imperial
Government and was pushed by the first Railway Minister of the Imperial Government during 1935-1941, Chaudhary Sir
Mohammad Zafarullah Khan, an eminent jurist and a diplomat of international fame who belonged to Qadian town of
Gurdaspur. Under his tenure as a Railway Minister a railway line was established from Batala to Qudian. Sir Zafarallah had
the vision of extending this track to Beas. However, this could not be accomplished because of partition. Since the time of
Sir Zafarullah, there had been no representation from Qadian at the Centre. This project has ever since not seen the light of

day.

The Qadian to Beas project, earmarked as a "Socially Desirable New Line Project" connecting backward Areas, has
finally taken off. The Supplementary Demand for Grants of Railways provides an estimate cost of Rs.205 crore with the
work scheduled to start immediately. I feel elated that this eight decade old project no longer remains on paper and has

finally seen the light of the day.

I now focus my attention to other matters with the state of Punjab. There is immense potential for land based trade
with Pakistan; the Railways can play a pivotal role here to enhance capacities for movement of goods. In the monsoon
session of Parliament this year, I had in the zero Hour raised the need for the Dedicated Freight Corridor which goes up to
Jalandhar be extended to Attari Railway Station at Wagah Border near Amritsar and the setting-up of a fully developed
railway siding at the Integrated Check Post there. This session, I had asked the Ministry whether they have received any
proposal for linking the Dedicated Freight Corridor with the Attari Station, seeking details thereof. To my surprise, all I got
as the answer was I, quote "Yes madam. A request from the Government of Punjab has been received for extension of
Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor upto Amritsar/Attari." I would request the Hon. Minister to look into this matter and

extend the Corridor to Attari along with setting up of the railway siding at the Integrated Check Post.

I am glad to note that a new set of trains connecting State capitals with important cities and towns in the states are
being introduced under the proposal 'Rajya Rani Express'. Punjab is perhaps the only State in the plains that has no proper
rail link to its capital, Chandigarh. People travel by buses or other modes of conveyance to reach Chandigarh. Moreover,
only a small part of the State is linked to Chandigarh via Morinda-Sirhind-Anandpur Sahib rail route. Even then, under 'Rajya
Rani Express', no new rail link has been proposed to connect with Chandigarh. It is my request that Chandigarh should be
linked to other parts of Punjab via Rajpura instead of via Morinda-Samrala-Sahnewal-Ludhiana as the route is an ill-
conceived one. In addition, with the laying of Chandigarh-Rajpura rail track, most parts of Malwa, Doaba and Majha regions

and even some parts of Rajasthan would get linked to the State capital, Chandigarh.

There is no direct rail link from Bhathinda to Amritsar. With the linking of Ludhiana to Barnala through a direct rail
line, traffic load on the Bhathinda-Ludhiana-Jalandhar-Amritsar road route could be drastically reduced and that would also
establish the direct link of Bhathinda with Amritsar. There is also no rail link between Barnala-Mansa-Sardulgarh-Sirsa. The

railway authorities may please look into these demands.

At Amritsar Railway Station, there is a need to provide more railway platforms to handle the high volumes of traffic
at this important Holy City. Besides, Mumbai and New Delhi Rajdhani trains should be extended up to Amritsar to cater to

the needs of the passengers. Similarly, Amritsar should also be connected with the capitals of the southern States and also



Puri in Orissa.

There is a need to introduce a Duronto or Gareeb Rath Express train between Amritsar and Nanded. Patti to Makhu
rail link is also very important as it would be of great help to passengers traveling to Ferozepur, Bhathinda, and even to
Ganganagar in Rajasthan. At present, people have to take a train that goes via Jalandhar, which adds nearly 250 kilometres

to the traveling distance. Hence, Patti to Makhu rail link may be given priority by the Railways.

The Railways may consider connecting Gurdaspur with Dera Baba Nanak. Since Gurdaspur is one of the backward
border districts of our country, the railway authorities may consider setting up a rail factory or project so that it would

provide employment to the youth in the backward border districts.

There is already a rail line connecting Rahon, Nawanshahr and Phagwara. A 27 km stretch of railway line connecting
Samrala and Rahon, when laid will bring districts of Nawanshahr and Hoshiarpur closer to the National Capital New Delhi
and the State Capital, Chandigarh. Many new trains to Jalandhar, Amritsar and Pathankot can be run on this route,
bypassing Ludhiana railway station. Besides, this route also provides an alternative route to the trains in case of

emergency.

A DMU (local train) needs to be run to and fro Una-Chandigarh. It not only gives employment opportunities to the
local population, but also will economically uplift the farmers, who will get an opportunity to sell vegetables, fruits and milk
in new markets. It also provides an alternative mode of transport to the people residing in the districts of Roop Nagar and

Una.

Gurmukhi Express runs between Una and Kolkata once a week and it passes through Sri Anandpur Sahib and Patna
connecting two Takhts of Sikhs — Takht Keshgarh Sahib and Takht Patna Sahib. The frequency of the train should be at
least thrice a week to give a boost to tourism with stoppage at Roop Nagar, being the district headquarters and having

many industrial units in its vicinity.

Finally, the Delhi-Ludhiana Shatabdi train service should be extended up to Udhampur via Pathankot because lakhs of
devotees visit Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine and Dharmasala to meet His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Besides, it is also the
Gateway to J & K, and lower Himachal Pradesh. This is most essential and hence may be given top priority. With this, I

reiterate my support for the Supplementary Demand for Grants (Railways), 2011.
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* Speech was laid on the Table
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forRIcmur @2 o Riifs 3oIdb MERIR a8l IR P 3ol Sllol DI AL | ABI 3MIci¥s! o2l JIsl doll 3l &) 3t IR Dl [&awmd oIl gl & cifdpol o
§fs 3ot 3l SIEsT Al 36T ATaloll 3 b 912 Bl Adctiv dlsft; d 912 i Riar ®2 cifdpor aai bl Storar b sft Riar o2 aliz w=itd 21f3r S )

19.29 hrs.

(Dr. M. Thambidurai in the Chair)



#ABIG, 890l PO Soil Dl Al DI off| g v MaRIel MIGVIRT AAAI Sft SRI #fl Bretr e 910l SIAeTyR A PPl S o1e arI ReRIgR, Se1ge
3 gorcilz 3liT SIae1yR A PR B 18 B ol bl a1ie1 i &ff) I3 s1ejE 8 b et A Da SIAc1y2 & cilsll Bl $of sl DI YT D2 ASI SIeIy2 D
3R ARG #ff I 3 SIeeTyR A slisarel ol dcld! 3 Sl et sirt 3) s Sl 9l 3t 31Kl 3, v &M fRITaet A 31AT &, TP SIeeTyR A 31l 3 3R
dftotr 3 Sleil a2 frcrcdt &) Afe smucht sioperier Bl SE Al AT ARIG A 8 b a8 <ol PPt SIacryz A dActol Tl l S5 3IMID BRIGT 86l $AA
clieli ol ad oft frcieft siiz e &t sraa sft 3ot

HBIG, SAD 3Tl 331 3(61 AL 3 Sl A 3MUeh! ity &t Seirel arell &) A f[PaRt & A &b A IR S ToIc 3 ol Dl it bt A3 A
IR Al 3l el S Raetie IS a1 ofdl odl &) sAfeie A3l f[drt oo o 3 DA S R 31U SART ABI DI AR WI DI,

SHRI PRADEEP MAJHI (NABARANGPUR): My constituency Nabarangpur(ST) State Odisha has no railway line, since
Independence. My whole constituency is consisting of Nabarangpur. Malkangini and part of Korakut is dominated by tribal
community infected by Law and economical backward area.

So my humble request is to include Jeypone-Nabarangur new railway line in this Supplementary Budget, which survey work
is about to complete.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, we have passed 7:30 pm. We are taking up 'Zero Hour'. Hon. Minister's reply will be on Thursday.

The time will be extended for half an hour till the 'Zero Hour' is over.

* Speech was laid on the Table







