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Title: Discussion on the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address to both Houses of Parliament assembled together on
12.03.2012 moved by Dr. Girija Vyas and seconded by Dr. Shashi Tharoor.

MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Members, before we take up the next item of business, that is Motion of Thanks on the President's
Address, I have an announcement to make.

You are aware that as per the established procedure, amendments to the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address are
moved after the Seconder to the motion has concluded his speech. In this regard an announcement requesting the
Members to hand over at the Table slips indicating the serial numbers of the amendments to be moved by Members is
made immediately after the speech of the Seconder.

It was brought to my notice that approximately 2000 amendments were tabled by 1515 hours on 12t March, 2012. Hon.
Members would appreciate that it was not possible to process such a large number of amendments, get them printed and
circulated to the Members by today morning. I, therefore, discussed this issue with the Members of the Business Advisory
Committee at their meeting held yesterday. It was decided in the BAC that notices of all amendments which would be
tabled by 11 a.m. today would be considered.

I may inform the House that 2667 amendments in all have been received till 11 a.m. today. All these amendments are
being processed, and will be printed and circulated to the Members in due course. Members whose amendments are

admitted and circulated would be permitted to move them on 14th March, 2012 when further discussion on the Motion of
Thanks will be resumed.

Now, Dr. Girija Vyas.

3. Bif¥en carr (Ridlsere): d@icw, towarg| d yzam ot &

"fép Jrocufer b rar 9 fororfeiRaa oreal 3 v ARG Yaa e Sire:-
' 331 Y A AHAAA D AT B AGRT AUl B 3A Sifdigimaur b fre, Sit Joalar 12 aird, 2012 ot v 21l AAAA 2216 bt

SMn

Sloil AL P ANET Sol DI pur DI 3, IoID 3 MR 8|

#BGAL, 2recufel St b Sifdiomuvr 2 smweft gt Tl ol A usel A clsdlciss J forfa dlz w2 regufer Sft b 33 2ifdra Jawu b cRen oon
aredl 8, SR 3680l $3A A DI IADR b, $A TId Dl G9IRM 3R 5} A D e BRID fo1e a1 1l cllel vw-Ara Ier #ft & &b e ad
ol Pact AR P o1e dfed SRR S & forw af erer-gerergul sliz ollferll 91 281 f[pod] 3T S9I Dl Yeoliefl & U 3 v B RARD b1
smeftate Brer 3, S 21eg 6t a1 Bt S e yferag 3) 3 eowarc Solt asdl g sAR AT 3reast Alfor siel St ot fSterh JAdcorofier =ftbea
3 8 T8 B D2 U, Sil oI 3R Blcll| TP AdgoroficTal &b U &b el &0l Iof Joilicrall DI Aol b 3

AL, HSI AS Dol DI SIFAT oIl feb DISJA of Bl A e &2, 311 oleTIsil of GIGIolar b rer $A Gor I ar bl i Asi U2 sl yurg
FXTSH A8 DI #f STy ol gl fob 3nffe Fict B 3z 9D R 3Nfef AT P a6 Sl oI U2 YIId U, 3Ah Aasls ot Saelfora sjer St
xdt 3l SRt 3B # seont & s Al & [ Sl g ydadl orarsil 3 spr &, I spr SHIY Yerordics Sff, scvil e & drruzier AlforRn sl
Sft 3 fady Fu 3 &) 3 siccldAr SwaIcT B Asl U2 I Dol Algoll| forens getos, ol fetorarst Sifol YAlST- At & Fxca-u-Aw2 Hiz-g-wral
o fo1e) uop bRt 2fie Si sifdwr &I sl St 8, v W=l awil Sii elisll P feell @I @ Sl &, v ot sl ARW[AT A Yol fRped - A 5IdT B 31
8, A DRal oI B! dcllol P Ul & 3R ALl DRUI & {b 841 oId DiSelsl & WSS oID Al DI UR D] ZE Ul 359 Dl 32 IPRR &l
286 §|

HIIGI, 4 HBEIIBH Acculer Sit Dl B2 A 3G eoRIdIG 3UA D6l ALl §| AU Sit B SAMHNUT TR EovIaIG Y b Ol Sfidd ueuRr 8 Sit
JAcol b Mt Al 3R IASThferD gell grI iy fper Sidr 3 2t fAust gRI wc Ao oft S 3, B SRI T ISIA oft 3w & i 3Dt
SIMA9RID U A WA 2ol DI fAdar off 3 3 A oKT 916G DI IURIT oldt Doll, AT 330 ST BT TG TGN FHRT WA BT 3
33U B G161 SIIAI P TollE IRAT6II BARI SR & 3IR 316l 3 A6 Daol DI WIed & &b Ddl o1 Pal &l Aew WCIolel B ST DI Yol 3ol
3IU U2 PGl TIBY| Del AGIGHRI AGRAL of AU & 1306l Sil AT 3018, & As o1l Daddl q sl ol A forfa Al w2 Jowl A dad A VA
forrr & 161 w2 Tt bl Sirell anfdw oft ciftpel 33 IR Jof W Tl DI of DI ST T 3R of W I sAfTE I Brdgel Dol argelt fop dicp
I AtD ofdl e, sALCTE B VA fau=dl Pl Aget I o1 iz Ascufer Sit P sifdemmyor B sifdsr oI ofdt Als)

fUsen ad sore acotai @ Arsft 28T &) &9 Mol AASKI Steld TR 3 3 3R A ol RMol P SIRKT oft 31 FW 3| f[poq AASKT Stotd) Dt
Sl #cT H1d6ll 3R 359 3, B 33U oId! IcToll ALEY| AGo! DI DRI Dlofol Folloll 3, RRD 3R e AGel D HUR o1dl 3| PO AGIOIRI AGRI GRI



Sl §iIcl 30T 918, A oildl @I Mt AsTotifered Geil of Aersi Sl 5 ST DY HiSH of Blol P fere Sit usel P, I 3Mud e A Ayt Aol DI
AP 10 eloRIAIG Soll dladl )

FABIGR, A IS YSIIeic), 331 IUT 31 ofd! et 3| Jge AP 3IR AfIGTel P G &a1 AB BIRICT BT &) UICpITol, R 32 Il 3 IRASRT
RIAFAT 8, W] HRA 3 (Dl AASKI Sfolie], DI of R 38R, dfed 3AD! HIdell B 3MoFu Hl uretol bl 3 As ATPIe, As HIdell, A A,
AE YW 3R A6 RABR SToleic) D &6l 32 3 & of &b Pbact pielol iR forwI| AWis v Wit zen 3 FSrRdb! st & wroer wfsa o,
TP Plofol UR [$ADIeT D6l 3IRI-URI D ARV TR fSADII6I Doll, llctiol STHI B 3Ho[FU DIool DI F6ID SIoIAl B GRI Sloldl P fe1e
AR TSI S SIRIPI AD Folloll 33D DRI 3| W s o quf & GlIel FASKI ol R 3PIP WAL IrUool 8 3| & clloll Pl Ascayul
gifica &, fSRIDY 3R el HBIATE of S9IRT i e feb &91 s3I PIRI 3iI2 1Rl DT udr cPNd 3l 368 G2 Dol DI PIIRA DI

HBIGAI, AASKI SIoldd], U2 Sil Fuse 3R IS8T WA &, a8 ARG bl DIAS D! ol Aclol Soll &) A W faearRt & &b s Ad 3Muoil sifyar oI AAsK &
3Iiz s=fifere Jot usel 531 5 Dl 3oL P o1 ai & g &, &1 au ik &) B URI 98d 33 3| v MW 3feD St A crsel 3, anfdi SaciRa
3te Goll &) &di clloll bl HIaelI3ll b 3oRFU IAIDR 3P SIolel bl Adl DAl & Bl 3lold B2 feet cirol & f3tolchl 3 wet Adbe fepar srRr iz Sit
ufc SIRIET AToTofler Irecufer Sft of 21, B3 3 321G bt Brears dcdt, I A AB g Bl aad! §)

FABIGRI, 312 3IRMURI P &Il 31 st 3mafr I Suforafor® e A I7D Soll 3 3 IS ot Sl Biar PrRET dol I A ol 23]

B DIBR olcfcd DI €6 Ahel (el $IcARI ool &b GRI IAD Yfel DIPA IIZel DI 8l Ui &, SRR 89 SISt iR ®T A TSI Soldild G
ol AP 3| AR Bb Stordiq gotor b yfer & yferagar oidt 3@ 3, afce epiforzuer e, gotor 1 yferagar sft 28t 3| 53 Sor ot oidl sxcTon arfdw
& B2 el SraiAIEH of wop BT Afderst & &=, St 8HI2 Sloldd, bl AWeldl I AT Jic], &) Afderol ol of Yool @I dlol I
w9l 31 dicr oriulferD!, [GenRio! vd sruIferDr A Facdd 3, 12 il ed-gA2 U2 3ig9l Jolle Bu 3| so1di A DIS 9t ARD IA AeTool A TST oldl
3, R 4 yfeiforfira @2 8| 3 b2 Desil¥pell daol aradl & b RfRp Dl ARG D HUR Daoll S9I 3R 2Afenst b gfer Aearol bl 9doll vd
33Ach! JersT DI Bl DI Yoiold da &, Sil a1 A Dl KT 3) 39, 3 Ad b2 9 D OrTvT 31 UG APIGIel ¢ 3i12 Sil M9l FHRY Aecufer Sft of
XD DI §, IAD! GI D3|

#ABIGAL, Gl & Aol dgd JollicrRl 8| Uscell doildl 8 sRidl, et sl aifdrsn fdrerell sz sl D WRIGHS AoEIR Haar D2Aoll, BRI b
feraeflgs Ria=if¥d & »u 3 ®at Aol ascufer St of 22an g 3, snféia s, dirr 8 el & JRen, e & vatazur & s siiz e
3l ik a8l IReM Bl Yol oo st

FBIGe, fisen adf, ol S Pal b JercT-gerel @1 a 231 a0l 3Nffp sict sft Sxit, amd® @1 SR oft S| B9T0r DB AT I ISTAAITD IACT-
geret Sl g26uel 31 ugdt, as off Sty s off s srar oidl 281 §) cifdbol MR b uluad Sfoldc] B FU 3 IRDI D 3l AWl R )
YsiIdc] & gfer BT s34 sl @l i 8 b galle uid sl 3 Jolrd 88 312 Slofdl SlellGel of 3 Ufduad Ysileie] ol $9IRI el 88 Qliferyui Gar A
38 FcIGIel D Al $A Jolld bl Yfcpanr ol QI foperr & A8l U2 Jar oIt I YUl bl 88 Agel Sl Bl e dId Dl PIc Dol AIgatt b
ufaciotefier S &) uf¥adiel 3T &) atd & AT dGeloll USHI 3| B3I Glorl 9 Sl P 8l 381 §, a6 uldeiol 8| Ag BN Acars sl ufdacior
FrenfYerfer ol ol Sot 3 aiiz 3 Aadl & b e goildl &t o1 9 Sl oft 2RI ot 3, ol TS Jour aradl & 3 As Daol asd! & 6 Divfr
a5 urct 8, ORIl J9r B Yeirdd, f&=n 3| R smenet B Siot 3t el paloft dt 3 sfere 9 elisT gor dbaet Shidol 0 a1l b 1w oidl s 3
B3 Golld TIS 3 3 SToldl @t Jdr b fe1e) S| Storn &3 dic $b2 9IRIel & fore Jordt & Al yferagdr &b Arer & SToldl 1 Jar 3 €T I 3
BRI ol {&ol BII &, o A Bldl 8 3k 8a1 bt YR A 3D, APRID 3iiR sl Ioolfe] B2 AD, AAIGIAL UsT D2 Ad| AldeIol & BRU
33 1R DI Toll IP| TADT PRIRI DT 3 3R S ol 3R 3, ad #ff, St st 3 wa1 &, of IS siférd 9l Bar 8 3R of DI 3ifd 3ieic
BT 3| &9 33 3R DI IADR BT 3| 32 v yferust it 9Ifdrapt b U 3 RIS APRICHD T 31, I3 & 3ol AsST il 3| b2 TS BleT
& SIoldlI SlolIGol I Adl & fe1g) SAfCTE Sol Jolrd P UfIvId of &1 Sifeid forIer @ & of 3ifeid Yool Dl &) clfdbel Jolrd P ufdurd of off St
ISl 3 &1 9IIRAel ollol I Hicpl feur) Il Siels 8t 9Iriol dol 8  Ad O fe1u Asl YHDBICNT YR Dol Alsdl g

Tt 31y P Slrel Jol el b dgd o @et & 3lR 2! ASI R A dd AG 3Kl &) Asi A6 [Ty Dol Pl 3131 IS Fion 8if o1&l eft, cifcbol BT A28
3 ol Stotar Ut usel Pbaet S Al I Db 236 Sl oty cifdpor el adf 3 3ediol 3Gl AleT ;A S9l b el Yot fper, 3 Madt g e
33 W Al 2t @l s el anfag,

31t faeer oft 51él 8, cifcpel Sia 3= #lapI 131et, 31U elisl I Iofoll AR 312 S/ 3MUDT FHcbI 3ME Al 31U cilsll Pl 9ff Daolr a1y,

3 ysircid, bt dara o2 36t g iR yoidad 3 2t sft Isr6iifere get @ it sft 3rsw1 31 Sttt o1 siftpR 3 Sterar ORI dic 3l 8, da Sfia = 3,
531 A1 DI SMADR &) IR Stotetl Ut bt it JeDIT G2A2 Il 3 8, 33 SoPR old! bl ST ADA| TAfpol 3D St ASA ARl IR &, 3A
B2 U2 forfid |l uz 3iT Jof 3o1erI 3ol 28T 3) # Dai-bal bl AT Bs? IA2 YS9 3 Al 3T clloll of JAur A foTDbIct I8 9[5C oIAT3i DY HISIUr
31 onfirer B3P v Io1B20I = & ... (o)

MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.
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12.58 hrs.

MADAM SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned to meet again at 2 p.m.
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Fourteen of the Clock.

DR. SHASHI THAROOR (THIRUVANANTHAPURAM): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion moved by my

friend, and hon. colleague, Dr. Girija Vyas that the Address be presented to the President in the following terms - that the
Members of the Lok Sabha assembled in the Session are deeply grateful to the President for the Address which she has
been pleased to deliver to both Houses of Parliament assembled together on March 12, 2012.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this month, in fact, by the end of this month, India will be determined to be, by the International

Monetary Fund, the third largest economy in the world in purchasing power parity terms. This is because though our
economy, in absolute terms, is indeed 1.3 trillion dollars by comparison with Japan's figure of 4.3. Our economy, in terms of
the strength of what we are able to buy with our money, has grown to the equivalent of 4.06 trillion dollars. And whereas
Japan will not grow in this fiscal year thanks sadly to the tsunami, earthquake and the after effects of the nuclear disaster
and so on, our economy, even in the most pessimistic projections, will grow at 6.9 per cent which means that India will

formally overtake Japan when the numbers are in on the 315t of March this year. Now this is a major accomplishment for
our Government and for our economy. But it is not a ground for complacency. Rather, it points to the serious and
responsible stewardship of the country's economy in the hands of the UPA Government.

Sir, as you know, we are about to launch into the 12t Five Year Plan. We are already projecting an estimated growth rate

of 9 per cent in that Five Year Plan starting on the 15t of April. It so happens that in the course of the current Five Year Plan
we will, in fact, be averaging something like 8.2 per cent when the numbers are finally in. So, we are looking at a track
record that we can be proud of as a Government and as a nation and we intend to be able to continue in that direction.

But whether we are growing at 9 per cent or whether we are growing at 6 per cent or any other per cent, our real focus
must be on the bottom 25 per cent of our society and that is where the strength of the UPA Government lies. We are
interested in inclusive growth. You have heard this already being mentioned by my hon. colleague. The difference between
the UPA Government and some of its distinguished predecessors is that while it believes in growth, it believes in an India
that must shine for everyone and an India in which growth is accompanied by redistributive justice.

Sir, one example which the President herself highlighted in her Address was the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme. As she mentioned, this has created 1,100 crore man days of employment. The expression
'man days' is a bit old fashioned. But I can tell you from my visits to many of these projects in my home district that many
of the workers are women and they are women whose lives have been transformed by the existence of this scheme
introduced by the UPA Government. I have spoken to many of these women workers. I can tell you moving stories of, for
example, one woman who said that without this opportunity to work for 100 days even at a minimum wage, she would
have had to give up her handicapped child for adoption to an orphanage and she said, 'what has enabled me to look after
this child in my own home is the fact that this Government has given me the means to be able to earn a decent livelihood
to support my child'.

These are the kinds of stories one hears day after day if one talks to the men and women who are benefiting from the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme and what is more, as you know, this has transformed the



countryside. We are now seeing bank accounts being opened because the Government rightly insists that the wages for
this scheme should be paid directly into the bank accounts of the workers and not through a middle man or a contractor.
The result is that 90 lakh new bank accounts have been opened in this country in the last two years for people who,
previously, did not know the advantages of banking in our rural areas.

These are the kinds of transformations that are taking place because the basic idea is not just to hand out money. The idea
is to empower our people. By giving them, in their own hands, the right to work, the right to gain from their work, the right
to support and look after their own families, the UPA Government has been able to bring about a transformation in the lives
of ordinary people in our country.

Day after day, these are the stories we are hearing, Mr. Deputy-Speaker. This is what inclusive growth is all about: the
empowerment of the poor, giving them the purchasing power that has transformed in many ways our rural economy, and
taking the country forward in a way that no longer leaves behind so many of our underprivileged rural residents.

The same logic lies behind the telecom revolution that the President mentioned. There is also a logic of
empowerment. Yes, the numbers speak for themselves. We are already the world's second largest telecommunications
market. We have overtaken the United States. Today, as the President mentioned, 76 telephone connections exist per 100
people. Just 30 years ago, before Shri Rajiv Gandhi first initiated the communication revolution in our country, we had one
telephone connection for every 300 Indians. And, from there, we have gone today to 76 for every 100 Indians. These are
the kinds of changes we have brought about. But, second largest is not even going to be enough. This year, it is estimated,
we will overtake China to become the largest telephone communications market in the world. But, as I said, it is about
empowerment; it is not about numbers alone.

Who is carrying these mobile telephones? Let me tell you, from my own Constituency, I know fishermen are taking
mobile phones out to sea. And what are they doing? The Government gives them, through the GPS system, a way of finding
out where the best shoals of fish lie. So, they can catch them. And then, when they come back, they start dialling on their
mobile phones all the market towns along the coast to find out where they can get the best price for the fish they have
caught. Why only speak of Kerala? Farmers anywhere in India; just 10 years ago, you would find that the farmer at harvest
time would have to harvest his crop, then send an able-bodied male relative, maybe a 10 year old boy, walking 10-12
kilometres to the nearest market to find out if the market was open, whether he could sell the crop he had just harvested,
what price he could sell it for, what the competition was. Then that little boy would walk back again 10-12 kilometres in the
hot sun and would come back to the farmer. Then they will load their carts and head off to market. Half a day's back
breaking labour, that is today saved by one-two minute phone call. That is what the revolution has been that has been
brought about in this country by the UPA Government.

We are talking about the empowerment of the underclass. This is the real meaning, the real content of the concepts
of socialism that have been bandied about for so many years in this House. We have begun to bring about real change.
That change is in the lives of ordinary people in our country. This is why the President mentioned that the Government is
now going to create a national optical fibre network spending Rs.20,000 crore. 1t is again about empowerment. It is about
bringing broadband connectivity to our villages, to our panchayats. Because today it is not enough for us to give lectures
about the poverty line. We also have to understand the fibre optic line. The truth is that today's information revolution
which our Government has seized upon is very unlike the French Revolution because it has a lot of liberty, some fraternity
and no equality. We want to bring equality to our rural areas. We want to connect the unconnected. And that is an activity
of this Government that I know the President highlighted because she wants this House to support it strongly. This is all
part of building up the unseen infrastructure of India, the rural infrastructure of our country. If you can connect every
panchayat by road, which we have not yet been able to do, but we are doing to the best of our ability through a number of
very important schemes including one from the Prime Minister, the Prime Minister's Gram Sadak Yojana; if in addition to
connecting every panchayat by road, by good, all-weather motorable roads, we can also bring in connectivity by broadband,
we will be able to find our villages prospering because jobs that today can only be done in the cities, because they have the
internet connections, will now be able to be done in the villages. You can actually sit and run a call centre in a village if you
have enough fibre optic cable and enough broadband connectivity.

Similarly with health, you may have noticed that the President mentioned that we will try and increase our health
expenditure to 2.5 per cent of our GDP. That would be a very significant development because it will then finally ensure an
objective of the UPA Government, in its two terms, that nobody should have to walk more than 10 kilometres from their
place of residence to get to a health centre that is fully staffed, that has all the medicines, that has doctors and nurses to
look after people. We are getting there. We have made progress and with the increase in outlay, we will make further
progress.



Similarly, the hon. President highlighted that 15 per cent of outlays of certain identified Government schemes would be
spent on specifically disadvantaged sections of our minority communities. Mahatama Gandhiji had always exhorted us to
look at the most vulnerable sections of our society, to see whether our programmes were having any impact on their lives.

Today, Mr. Deputy Speaker, with this, we are going to be in a position to ensure that the most disadvantaged of the
disadvantaged the poorest, the most vulnerable amongst the minorities, are themselves targeted beneficiaries of
Government action. This attempt to reach out to the most vulnerable is the key to inclusive growth, because empowerment
does not come from empowering only those who are already in a position to seize power. It comes from empowering those
at the bottom of our socio-economic ladder and there the national Food Security Bill, which we are looking forward to
receiving in this House and which the hon. President also mentioned, is going to bring forward an important assurance to
every Indian that he or she will never need to go hungry. With the computerisation of the public distribution system we can
also ensure those who need subsidised food grain will get it. With all this you will see true empowerment, because a
hungry person is going to find it very difficult to be an empowered person. A hungry person cannot take advantage of what
our country has to offer as it marches on in development and this hungry person will benefit today from the efforts and the
programmes of our UPA Government.

The needs of our national infrastructure, of course, go beyond the rural areas. There is no question that our coming Five
Year Plan, the Twelfth Five Year Plan, anticipates that we will spend about a trillion dollars that is Rs. 50 lakh crores of
rupees in building up our infrastructure. This is an extraordinarily large target. The Government is very conscious that it
cannot raise all this money by itself. So, the opening to 'public-private partnership' is a part of this approach. If we have the
credibility by doing the kind of things that I have described to you today then outside investors will also come and will also
join us as we build our nation.

Eighty per cent of the infrastructure of the India of 2030 is yet to be built and we must think 20 years ahead. If we want to
envisage the kind of India that our children should live in 2030, we have to start building it today. There is a famous story
about the emperor Jahangir and a gardener where he asked the gardener to plant a particular plant, which was going to
give a very beautiful flower in blossom. The gardener said: 'Jahanpanah, this plant would only blossom in hundred years'.
Emperor Jahangir said: 'All the more reason why you should plant it today, let us not wait till tomorrow'. That is our
approach in this Government.

We want to see the India of 2030 not just on the paper, not just as a dream, but beginning on the ground today.

The fact is that these opportunities to help build the infrastructure of India are opportunities that we want the
private sector to seize both in India and abroad and for that I would urge this House to send a strong signal to the world
that India is ready for investment. Under the stewardship of the UPA Government we have done the basics, we have done
what is necessary and we are in a position to open up in order to attract investment and grow our country, build the
structures on which our children's future will then be built.

Energy is another area flagged by the hon. President. We actually need to increase by a multiple of seven times in
the next 25 years. From 2009, when we came back to power to 2034 in 25 years, we expect to see a seven times multiple
increase in power generation. The resources for that again cannot only come from the Government. It has to be a
partnership with the private sector; with investors from inside and outside.

We in turn are able to hold our own with the world. As the hon. President pointed out, our exports grew at 34 per
cent last year in 2011, that means we are able to make goods that the rest of the world wants and needs to buy. We are,
therefore, dealing with the rest of the world on our own terms just as we seek their involvement in our growth and
development on our terms.

The fact is that the hon. President announced yesterday a new National Manufacturing Policy. Manufacturing is important.
We need to employ our young people. Let us face it. For some time now we have been speaking of a possible demographic
dividend, a great demographic advantage for our country. That is, 65 per cent of our population is under 35, which means
that for the next 30 years we should have a youthful, dynamic, productive workforce when the rest of the world including
China, is ageing. But that workforce will only materialise and be successful and even only be possible if we are able to
educate these young people before they enter the workforce. Not everyone is going to come out of a college, we need to
find vocational training skills for those who are not going to get a conventional college education, but we should do that. It
seems to me a disgrace that as a result of past policies which we are changing in this Government, that we have a
situation wherein a country of 1.2 billion people we have a nationwide shortage of masons; that you only become a plumber
or a carpenter if your father was a plumber or a carpenter and he taught you the skills. We do not have the skills imparted
through official effective vocational training establishments, and the UPA Government is committed to setting those up so



that we can make sure that our young people are equipped to take advantage of the opportunities of the new economy that

we in India are building in the early 215t Century. The truth is that the alternative is too awful to contemplate if we do not
get this right. If this House does not support the Government in introducing the educational reforms that it has presented
to the House, the vocational training plans it is presenting to the House, the alternative is going to be that instead of a
demographic dividend, we will have a demographic disaster. Because if these young people do not have the training and
the education to take work, they will do what Maoists have done in 165 districts of our country's 602 districts. They will
pick up the gun. Because they will feel that they have no stake in the future of our society and they have nothing to lose if
they are simply going to rebel in this fashion. And, I can tell you from having lived around the world, there is nothing more
dangerous to any country in the world than large numbers of unemployed young men. The policies of this Government are
absolutely aiming to ensure that our young men will find employment; they will be educated and trained to be skilled to find
their employment and that we will grow our economy in a way that makes it possible for them to find meaningful work.
That is why the National Manufacturing Policy was mentioned. And that is why we are trying to move forward across the
board in so many areas of effective action so that our young people will have the stake in our economy that is going to give
them and India the future we all deserve.

We are also, of course, going beyond manufacturing and the kind of vocational training I have mentioned to something also
more aspiration at the development of India as a knowledge economy.

The President mentioned, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that we would increase the amount of money that our Government is
devoting to Research and Development from one per cent to two per cent of our GDP. That is no small matter. There are a
very few countries in the world that are spending two per cent of their GDP. But I remember when our hon. Prime Minister
made that announcement at the Indian Science Congress it was an extraordinarily important decision because it shows that
we are going to take advantage of what is perhaps the India's biggest asset, and that is, our brains. We are a land perhaps

of greater brain than brawn but our brains can be applied effectively to the creation of a 215t Century knowledge economy.

Already multinational giants like GE or Phillips employ more researchers in India than they do in their parent country
headquarters. This is also a reflection of the environment that has been created by the UPA Government. The high quality
intellectual output that we are able to give through the kind of work we do in Research actually augurs extremely well for
our country. Innovation is becoming the major theme now coming out of India and it is innovation at a sensible cost. In
fact, if you were to google the expression 'frugal innovation', you will find that the first 20 answers all relate to India
because we have found a way of innovating inexpensively, of cutting out the frills because our country cannot afford them.
And that is why, we have become the country that has invented the world's cheapest electrocardiogram machine, for
example, at one-twentieth cost of foreign countries; the country which has after all produced the world's cheapest
automobile, Tata Nano. Our Human Resource Development Minister has very recently introduced a Tablet, the Akash
Tablet, which, in many ways, is like the iPad and the iPad, which all of you know costs Rs.40,000 or Rs,50,000 in the
market but in some ways it is better than the iPad because it has two USB ports. It needs only a two volt battery, ion and
lithium battery, which can be charged using solar power because we want this tablet to be used in places where electricity
supply may not be regular. This innovation has come out of India at what price? It is less at less than 50 dollars. In fact,
the Government is going to subsidize it for students; and an Indian student in a village will be able to get this tablet for 25
dollars. So, a thousand rupees and change, will give an ordinary poor Indian village student, a piece of equipment
comparable in every useful respect to the luxurious I-Pad.

This is the kind of change that is happening! I was not surprised, therefore, when I was invited by the University of Toronto
to inaugurate an India Innovation Centre. The outside world is noticing our innovations. The buzzword now in the
international community is 'Indovation’, Indian Innovation. All this has been made possible because of the enabling
environment created by the UPA Government; and it is something, which I believe, we should applaud in this House.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, there is also India's great strength in providing services, services to the rest of the world, especially
during the recession. My hon. colleague Dr. Girija Was also mentioned how we have resisted the recession. The fact is that
while our merchandise export did go down during the recession, our services export actually went up; and they went up
during the global recession because of the strength we have given to the business of services in India. There are Indian
Radiologists reading MRIs from the most prestigious American hospitals. We have medical transcription services so that a
doctor in the western world can dictate medical notes at night into a machine. They will arrive when he goes to sleep; they
are transcribed in India while we are awake. They get back to him in the next morning. That is kind of service that India is
able to provide that no one else can. We have young Indian lawyers writing briefs now for international cases. These are
changes that this House is perhaps not sufficiently conscious of. But it is part of the services revolution that India is leading
in the world today.



Coming to Hospitality, the President mentioned tourism as an important area. People must recognise that tourism actually
creates more jobs than industry does; and it creates jobs often for relatively unskilled or semi-skilled young people, who do
not have perhaps the education to do other things but who can work in hotels, who can be waiters, who can assist cooks
and who can learn on the job. Tourism, for us, therefore, is something that is a development priority. It is not just
something for the comfort and convenience of foreigners in 5-Star Hotels. If we promote tourism, we help poor Indians; and
this is something this Government is committed to doing. The President mentioned 12 per cent growth target in tourism in
the next five years, and I assure you, Mr. Deputy-Speaker, that this is one more indication of the Government's

consciousness of how to move forward in meeting the demands and needs of the 215t Century.

Sir, Foreign Direct Investment has been mentioned. We do know that there was a proposal made by the Government,
which for the moment has been suspended. But the truth is that in the global climate today, Foreign Direct Investment
overall has been down in our country. We have received only 19 billion dollars in the last fiscal year. But let me tell you the
other side of that story. The remittances we have been getting from our own Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) have gone up
every single year of the global recession. When the world started a recession in 2008-2009, our NRIs, our diaspora, sent
home 46.4 billion dollars. In the next year, they sent home 55.75 billion dollars. In the third year, that is, last year, they
sent home 57.6 billion dollars. So, Indians abroad believe in India; they believe in the work of the UPA Government; they
have faith that their money will be put to good use in this country; and that is the message I would like this House to send
to the world. If our own diaspora who perhaps believe in our country; if they -- very often, hardworking blue collar workers
from places like my District working in countries in the Gulf -- can send money back to India, certainly this House ought to
show greater confidence in the economic management of the UPA Government and send a signal to the rest of the world:
"Come and invest in us. We are doing well with your money." But I also want to pay a brief tribute to these NRIs. Years
ago in a book that I wrote, I asked a question: "Should NRI stand for 'Not Really Indian', or 'Never Relinquished India'
because there is a little bit of both in our NRIs. They have left our country but they have not given up on us. In many ways,
people have not relinquished India. Today, we can add, having seen these numbers of NRI remittances, they are also the
'Now Required Indians', the NRIs of our country. We require them.

SHRI HARIN PATHAK (AHMEDABAD EAST): Please advise the Finance Minister to give them relief.

DR. SHASHI THAROOR : Since I am no longer an NRI, I can speak of them abjectively with a great deal of admiration for
their dedication and their patriotism to our country.

My hon. colleague also mentioned the strength of our democracy which I am proud to say our Government has safeguarded
with a tremendous amount of conviction. The pluralism of India is something the UPA stands for. We do not accept
narrower definitions of Indian-ness, bigoted definitions of what makes India what it is. We are a land, we believe in the
UPA, that is the land of everyone whosoever has contributed to our civilization, a land of people who have over millennia
helped build India into the India we have today. This role of our UPA Government in sustaining through conscious
Governmental policy, the diversity of our country, rests on a profound understanding that India is a land that experiences
divisions but can overcome these divisions, divisions of caste, of creed, of colour, of culture, of consonant, of conviction, of
costume and custom because we can still rally around a consensus, and that consensus, Mr. Deputy-Speaker; is on a very
simple principle, that in a rich and diverse democracy like us, you do not really need to agree all the time so long as you can
agree on the ground rules of how you will disagree.

We have seen political disagreements in our country. We have seen them being resolved with the ballot box and we, in the
UPA, have taken victory and defeat in stride because we accept that this is how democracy works. In the same spirit we
should say to our friends on the other side that democracy is also about respectfully listening to arguments and making
counter arguments, not about disrupting the work of this august House. Let us join hands together to make this House an
effective instrument of our people. Let us make it together a House where we will actually discuss policies, including in the
remarks that will follow in response to the Motion that has been moved. Let us in a constructive way look at how India can
move forward because at the end of the day every Member of this House surely shares the same objective, an India that is
an India we all wish to be proud of.

It is sad to see political divisions on the issue of terrorism. Our hon. Home Minister made the point today that terrorism is
an issue that transcends quarrels between the Central Government and the State Governments. We do need to overcome
these problems and I do not want to pre-judge the outcome of the consultations which, the Minister said, will take place
with all the State Governments. But I do want to highlight one point that the President herself made which is that 18
terrorist modules had actually been dismantled by the UPA Government in 2011.

We always focus on the bad news. Whenever there is a bomb that goes off in a Mumbai bazaar, we will, of course,
absolutely focus all our attention, our headlines, our televisions news on what happened. But we pay no attention at all to



the terrorist bombings that did not happen because of our effective work. The dog that did not bark never makes the news
but the fact is if the President of India can stand before the two Houses and tell you that 18 terrorist modules have been
neutralized in 2011, that does go to the credit of the Government, and I appeal to this House to give credit where the credit
is due.

I am conscious of the time, Mr. Deputy-Speaker. I would like briefly to turn to the foreign policy as well since the President

touched upon it. The effective stewardship of our nation's external interest in the hands of the UPA Government led by our
hon. Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh has been widely applauded around the world. We have had, of course, to spend a

fair amount of time on our immediate neighbourhood. We live, as the expression goes, in a tough neighbourhood. We had
some serious challenges coming from across the borders of our country and it is extremely important that as the Prime
Minister has done that we devote the kind of time necessary to ensuring that the tranquility and peace of our
neighbourhood is not disturbed and does not spill over into our country.

But in addition to that we have been serving for the last year-and-a-half in the United Nations Security Council as a Non-
Permanent Member. We have been able to use that experience to demonstrate to the world how a responsible, emerging
power has emerged on to the global stage. Today, we can proudly say that India is looked upon with respect in all the
chancelleries of the world's capitals and the respect particularly felt for our hon. Prime Minister is one that has been widely
acknowledged.

The Time Magazine poll on Global Leaders has said that the most single respected global leader in the world is
India's Prime Minister. When President Obama of the United States was asked to name the global leaders in the world he
respected, the first name he mentioned was again our Prime Minister of India. These are all matters that go beyond
political parties; these are matters that all Indians should be proud of because our Prime Minister is your Prime Minister on
the other side of the House as well as ours. But, let us also stress that it is not merely respect we are seeking, we in this
UPA Government are determined to safeguard the national interest of India effectively and of Indian people wherever they
may be found. Which is why, as the President mentioned, we had during the Civil War in Libya, during the outbreak that
jeopardised the lives of 16,000 Indians there, we were able to effectively conduct Operation Safe Homecoming, that
brought home 16,000 of our fellow citizens safe from disaster. This is the kind of tangible focus on Indian interests that you
are seeing day after day and week after week from the UPA Government.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, it is fitting that I conclude. We have to acknowledge that there are still huge problems that we need

to overcome. This Government has never pretended that everything is perfect. We know there are challenges. The Prime
Minister quite recently in releasing a Report on Child Malnutrition even said, 'there are matters of which we should be
ashamed and Child Malnutrition is one such matter'.

In our country, we cannot hide our heads in the sand. There are very serious problems of poverty that we need to
overcome in our country. I earned some unfair notoriety a couple of years ago when some gentlemen from the other side of
the House spoke of India being a super power and I said, we cannot speak of being a super power, when we are still super
poor. This is not a popular thing to say but it is true. We do have a large number of our people in whose service the UPA
Government is working; the people, we are determined to pull out of poverty. We have been doing it every year. Every year
of this Government's existence, we have pulled out approximately one per cent of our population from below the poverty
line. Last year, it was 0.78 per cent. But, if we look at the Planning Commission figures, we are thinking about 10 million
people a year who have been no longer under the poverty line under our Government. This is a bit slow. There is lot more
that needs to be done. But, we are not China. China has grown at great-neck speed. If you grow at great-neck speed, you
also break a few necks. We do not do that in India. We bring our people along with us in the process of growth and
development.

I want to stress that the UPA Government is working — if I can use computer language — on both the hardware of
development and on the software of development. The hardware — the roads, the airports, the railways, the infrastructural
questions have not been neglected, as you note from the President's speech, but also the software of development — the
human capital on which our nation rests, the human capital of our ordinary people, the Indian men and women in the
poorest parts of this country. The objective of our Government is and must remain to ensure that they get three square
meals a day; that they are able to send their children to a good school, a good Government school that teachers actually
come to and teach; that they are able themselves to aspire to decent jobs — decent jobs that we train and equip them for
and that we try and create in our economy so that they and their children can look to a better future. That is the purpose of
Government. We must be conscious that we are building this country amongst our very very youthful population — I
mentioned the number earlier as 65 per cent are below 35 years. But I can tell you that our Prime Minister when he
addressed the newly elected Congress Members of Parliament, just two and half years ago, in the Central Hall, said, 'never
forget that we got a lot of support of young voters in this election' and he said, 'we must never stop respecting the



impatience of the young'. That is what the UPA Government is conscious of — the impatience of the young. Our young have
a right to be impatient. They have a right to want change. They have a right to want to see progress and it is our job to
provide that.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, we in the UPA have a sweeping vision for the future of this country and we are on course to bring
about these changes. This is a vision which we have not heard from the other side of the House and I am not sure we will
hear in the debates this afternoon. It is because it is a vision that sees a great adventure in this nation of bringing 1.2

billion people out into the forefront of the world of 215t Century, of doing so by bringing 600 million poor Indians bringing
them into the 215t Century, connecting 600 million Indian villagers into the global village.

These are major challenges, but these are worthwhile ambitions and worthwhile aspirations for a country like ours.
We in the UPA are doing this in an open society, in a democratic society where our policies will be challenged at the ballot
box and also in the streets. We are trying to do this at the helm of a rich, diverse and plural civilization; but one, in our
view, should be open to the contention of ideas and interests within it that should not be afraid of the prowess or the
products of the outside world; that should be determined to liberate and fulfil the creative energies of the Indian people.

Such an India is the India that the President spoke of in her Address yesterday. It is an India that has grown and will

grow. It is an India that stands ready to assume its global responsibilities in the 215t century. I call upon the House to vote
for this Motion.

Thank you, Mr. Deputy-Speaker.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Motion moved:

"That an address be presented to the President in the following terms:-

"That the Members of the Lok Sabha assembled in this Session are deeply grateful to the President for the
Address which she has been pleased to deliver to both Houses of Parliament assembled together on March 12,
2012."
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SHRI KALYAN BANERJEE (SREERAMPUR): Hon. Chairman, Sir, during this discussion on the Motion of Thanks on the
President's Address, our Party led by our great leader Mamata Banerjee wishes to raise some issues which merit
discussion. We wish that an answer, in whichever form, must come from the hon. Prime Minister.

Just nine months ago the new Government led by our leader Mamata Banerjee took over the charge of the State of Bengal,
after 34 years of the Left Front regime in the State. When the new Government took charge, it was saddled with a total
accumulated debt of more than Rs.2,03,000 crore. In other words, the people of the State carry a per capita debt of about
Rs.21,000.

During the term of UPA-I, between 2004 and 2006, the debt of the State increased by up to 497 percent. This was a debt
trap created by the then Left Front Government. Today the Finance Commission has declared three States in the country as
Debt Stressed States. West Bengal is at number one in the list, and the other two are Kerala and Punjab.

The annual payment towards debt servicing, by way of repayment of interest and principal, is to the tune of Rs.22,000
crore which is almost equal to the State's own tax collection which is about Rs.21,000 crore. We have approached the
Union Government with our request for providing relief to the State to help it reduce its annual financial outgo on account of
debt servicing.

Although the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act came into force long back in different States, the Left Front
Government in West Bengal introduced it only in the year 2010. As a result of that, there was a huge accumulation of debt.
The UPA-I Government allowed that debt to be accumulated to this level.

The Government of West Bengal has already requested the hon. Prime Minister and we again request him that an interest
and repayment moratorium in the form of an annual grant for a period of three consecutive years be given. Also, we
request for a long-term financial debt restructuring programme for the State. Otherwise, it is impossible for the State
Government to make certain improvements in the State of West Bengal.

Out of the total amount of taxes collected by the Central Government from different States, 32 per cent goes to various
States. And a meager 7.25 per cent of the total tax collection of the Union Government goes to West Bengal. The nation
wants an answer on this issue today. The State must be provided with the benefit of financial structuring. When 100 per
cent taxes are being collected from the States, why should such a meagre amount be given to the States? A lion's share of
the taxes collected from the States should be allocated to the States.

CST is collected and appropriated by the State Governments under the Constitution, as per the Inter-State sale of goods. It
was decided collectively by the Government of India and the State Governments that this tax would be gradually reduced

from four per cent to zero per cent, starting from 15t April 2007, in the interest of developing India as a common market.



Since the States were getting substantial revenue from CST, it was decided that the Government of India would adequately

compensate the States for the revenue loss. ...(Interruptions) The CST rate was reduced to two per cent from 15t April
2008 and it remained at two per cent since then. The Government of India has recently decided unilaterally not to
compensate the States for 2011-12 and partially to compensate the States for the preceding years. This has resulted in loss
of revenue for the years 2010-11 and 2011-12 to the tune of Rs. 1,200 crore. This loss would be much higher in the coming
years. The Government of India may be requested to restore in full, the CST compensation to the States.

The Government of India has recently allowed the private airline companies to import Aviation Turbine Fuel, ATF, on which
the States had earlier communicated their objections. The Government of India had gone ahead with its decision, despite
the objections from all the States. We collect sales tax to the tune of Rs.250 crore every year on the sale of ATF — I am
talking this only about the State of West Bengal. We fear that the revenue from this tax would substantially reduce, on
account of the import permission granted by the Government of India. The Government of India may be requested to
restore the earlier position.

Special grants for the development of border areas should be extended. In West Bengal, five districts of Cooch Behar, Uttar
Chaubis Paraganas, Darjeeling, Malda and Murshidabad, should be declared as backward districts for the purpose of funding
under the Backward Region Grand Fund, BRGF.

The implementation of Right to Education Act would put an additional burden on the State, as the Government of India has
decided to have the 65:35 as the sharing pattern between the States and the Centre. Similarly, many other flagship
programmes of the Government of India, like INNURM and others have a similar sharing agreement between them. In view
of the critical financial position of the States, it becomes difficult to allocate sufficient share of the State for the Centrally-
sponsored programmes. We therefore request the Government of India to consider our State as a special case for 80:20
funding pattern.

The Government of India has set up Rural Infrastructure Development Fund, RIDF in 1995-96, with the objective of
supporting the State Governments in channeling bank credit to the priority sector areas of agriculture, rural development
and infrastructure development. The RIDF funds were available to the States through NABARD, at the rate of 6.5 per cent.
The rate of interest has remained 6.5 per cent since November 2003. The RBI has recently increased the bank rate to 9.5
per cent; this means, the RIDF funds would be available at the rate of 10 per cent. Such a high rate of interest would deter
the States from availing the RIDF funds for critical development of rural areas. We may request the Government of India to
keep the rate at 6 per cent for loans available under RIDF.

Regarding NCTC, we raised our objections on different occasions. Today also we raised our objections in the
morning. Now also I may enjoy that privilege

— the NCTC has been formed by the Central Government by exercising powers conferred under article 73 of the Constitution
of India and all other powers enabling thereto.

17.00 hrs.

From a combined reading of the clauses 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.2 and 3.5 of the said Order, it emerges that the NCTC is
designed to discharge powers, which are attributes of police forces, like those of arrest, intelligence gathering, coordination
with existing investigation in the field of counter terrorism. The power, with regard to law and order, vests with the State
Government. Under the Constitution this power cannot be taken away. By exercising power under Article 73, the Central
Government cannot encroach upon the power of the State legislature. There is no denial that terrorism is a threat to our

democratic texture. The Supreme Court in its judgement, as passed in Prakash Singh vs Union of India on 22"d September,
2006, has also directed to usher in appropriate reforms in police so that police force of the States would be able to address
such a menace. Admittedly, the Union Government in discharge of its constitutional responsibility should formulate
appropriate policy, strategy organisation to guide the States in dealing with such threats. But this cannot be extended to a
position where the Central Government would discharge police functions, making inroads into the functions of the State
Government towards public order as assigned to it by the Constitution itself.

Since the NCTC in the proposed version would jeopardise the sanctity of the federal structure of the governance and would
be repugnant to the existing laws of the country and may be susceptible of judicial scrutiny, I would request the
Government, through you Sir, that NCTC should be withdrawn immediately. There should not be any debate on that. It can
be discussed later on. It should be withdrawn immediately. The Central Government does not enjoy any power under
Article 73 to indirectly interfere with the States police function.



I would now refer in brief to the fertiliser prices. There are four major issues with regard to this. Run away increase in non
Urea fertiliser prices, as discussed, is resulting in a major damage to the soil. The farmers' propensity to use Urea instead
of P&K fertilisers is resulting in abnormal NPK use ratio.

The Government of India's intention to decontrol the price of Urea would have an impact on the MRP, unless the
Government of India indicates a neutralisation of increase in prices through appropriate indexing of subsidy.

Recent reports indicate that the Government of India contemplates a reduction in the subsidy to the tune of 30 per cent.
This shall be another reason for increase in the price of fertilisers.

The Government of India has now indicated that the Secondary Freight Subsidy shall be done away with, ostensibly to allow
for fixing up of appropriate margins for retailers. But this shall have the immediate effect of increasing the prices of
fertilizers for the farmers.

With regard to jute, I would request that subsidy for jute should be increased. The MSP of jute may be fixed appropriately
for the crop year 2011. The cost of production for 2012 has been estimated to be Rs.2,500 per quintal and the MSP
recommended to the Government of India is Rs.3,700 per quintal. Therefore, Sir, this should be implemented immediately.

I would now talk about the NHAI roads. It is really impossible to travel the way NHAI is functioning. Roads have been
constructed long back. Toll tax is being collected but there is no maintenance of the roads. A car will have to pay Rs.100
and a truck or a bus will have to pay Rs.500 as toll tax but the condition of the roads is very bad. In West Bengal NHAI
roads are totally out of order. The entrance to Kolkata from one side is through Nivedita Setu. If you go there you will find
at least five feet deep potholes and you cannot travel in the evening.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Now, we can well understand that why Mamtaji said that nobody will purchase West Bengal even in auction.

SHRI KALYAN BANERIJEE : You are right, Sir The NH 34 is starting from NSC Bose Airport to Dalkhola, which is of around
452 kilometres. It was transferred to NHAI from PWD of West Bengal Government for developing it into a four lane road in
2005. However, NHAI has made plans to make it four lane road from 31 to 452 kilometres. Accordingly, they have selected
the agencies. The Barasat bypass - 11.90 to 31 kilometres - was conceptualized and consulted by NHAI to make the project
report but nothing has been done. In NHAI, nothing has been done. It needs an immediate interference by the Government of
India. We request the hon. Prime Minister to interfere.

After long years, our Chief Minister has resolved the problem of the Gorkhaland of Darjeeling. This is only because of our hon.
Chief Minister that the GTA Agreement has come. It has recently signed by the hon. President of India. We give thanks to the
hon. President of India for signing this.

You have given me enough time to speak. I must express my most respect and regard to you. I will earnestly request
the hon. Prime Minister to look into the matter, kindly apply your mind, kindly give the financial assistance and kindly look to
a State, which is having Rs. 2 lakh 3 crore debts. It has been inherited by this new Government. I will request the hon. Prime
Minister to give answer and to say something on this. Thank you.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (BANKURA): Thank you, Sir. Rashtrapatiji has referred to inclusive growth while dealing with the
Eleventh Five Year Plan. The objective of the Eleventh Five Year Plan was indeed inclusive growth. I would like to know
whether during these five years of the Eleventh Five Year Plan we have an inclusive growth or not. That is the question.
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off e=1gq srrart & 31y IS dietol @I @RI Sifdtesn; The disparity has been increased between the poor and rich. The country has
now divided. India is a divided country. One is rich India and the other one is poor India. You can say that IPL India and BPL
India. It is the fallout of the policy, which is being pursued by this Government. We have seen during this period that
farmers are committing suicides. We have seen during this period that workers were on strikes. We have seen during this
period the growth in unemployment. We have seen during this period the increase in the poverty, starvation, death,



corruption and proliferation of black money. These are the fallouts of the neo-liberal economic policy, which is being
followed by this Government or Government of India during these two decades since 1991.

Rashtrapatiji has said:

"My Government has remained committed to providing honest and more efficient Government."

This is the greatest joke of the year. You have seen one Winter Session could not function because the Government was
bent upon that there was no corruption and the entire Opposition was demanding that in order to inquire into the massive
and mega-scam of 2G spectrum, a Joint Parliament Committee should be constituted. We demanded that in 2010 Monsoon
Session. Sir, you must be remembering that. But ultimately the Government agreed. What was the statement of the new
Minister who took over? Just after taking over the Ministry, he held a Press Conference and said that there was no scam, no
corruption and that there is zero corruption. If that was the case, then why a Cabinet Minister is in jail for more than two
years now?

When the Supreme Court gave verdict canceling 122 licences, what is the crux of the judgement? We have been telling
continuously on the floor of this House that the natural resources belong to the people of our country. These natural
resources are being allowed to be looted and plundered because of the liberal economic policy being pursued by this
Government. We have seen what happened in Karnataka, Goa, Odisha and Jharkhand where there is iron ore. The natural
resources are the public asset. Spectrum is also public asset. After the judgement, they are not accepting the judgement.
Now the Government has gone for review of the judgement of the Supreme Court. Why can they not accept the judgement?
Why can they not implement the judgement and cancel 122 licences as they were not auctioned? The country lost Rs.1.76
crore because of that. There has not been such a corrupt Government ever in this country. This Government is the most
corrupt Government we ever had.

The Prime Minister, the Finance Minister and the earlier Finance Minister have said they were not aware of it. We sent two
letters to the Prime Minister informing him what was happening at that time in the month of January, 2008, when we were
supporting this Government. Sixty-one Members belonging to Left Parties extended external support on the basis of
Common Minimum Programme. Today, UPA&E"Il Government has no programme at all. The UPA-I Government had the
National Minimum Programme.

Sir, many things have been mentioned by the hon. Rashtrapatiji in his Address with regard to agriculture as if there is
growth in agriculture, as if there are no problems in the agriculture sector. The agricultural crisis is deepening day by day.
Recently, the Standing Committee on Agriculture visited Yavatmal in the State of Maharashtra. What were our findings
there? Around 500 widows of farmers who have committed suicide met us. About 2,56,000 farmers from different States
have committed suicide, even there are case of suicide by farmers from States where there was no incidence of farmer's
suicides before, but during these last four to five months, after the change, after the parivartan, there have been instances
of farmers committing suicides. Forty-five farmers have committed suicide in the State of West Bengal &€} (Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY): Sir,
this is a false statement...(Interruyptions)
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fepreil @1 Wopoft well us 28t 3| et sl Sor P fopirel Wogolt 2ol & fere =il ety 37 ... (Sugeror)

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT (PROF. SAUGATA RQY): Sir, he is misleading the
House...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, please sit down. Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions) &€,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, you are all gentlemen. I am standing now and therefore, you should sit down. I would like
to request the hon. Members that let him speak. You got your chance and they all listened peacefully.

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY: Sir, it is a State subject. When once we wanted to raise such matters in the House they
did not allow us saying that these were State subjects...(Interruptions)

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Suicide by farmers is not a State subject...(Interruptions)



PROF. SAUGATA ROY: Sir, he is misleading the House. Can he mislead the House?...(Interruptions)

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY: Sir, no such incidents of farmer's suicide has taken place in the State of West Bengal as he
has mentioned. There has been one case of suicide and we accept that and admit that. The others are rich
farmers...(Interruptions)

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : I can submit the list of farmers who have committed suicide in the State...(Interruptions) Why
are farmers committing suicide? ...(Interruptions)

Sir, there has been an increase in the cost of inputs to the extent of 100 per cent. What was the price of one bag of DAP in
January, 20117 It was Rs. 450 per bag. What is its price today? It is Rs. 950 per bag. The farmers are not even able to get
a bag of DAP at the rate of Rs. 950. They have to pay Rs. 1200 or Rs. 1300 or Rs. 1400 per bag of DAP...( Interruptions) It
is being sold in the black market. Fertilizers are being sold in the market Fertilizer is not available...(Interruptions) 1 have
the figures ...(Interruptions)

In 2008-09 it was Rs. 76,602 crore. Can they challenge it? They cannot challenge it. ...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Acharia, I am waiting for your shayari.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : In 2009-10, it was Rs. 61,274 crore. It got reduced. In 2010-11, it came down to Rs. 54,976
crore. In 2011-12, it further came down to Rs. 49,998 crore. This is the situation regarding the availability of subsidy to
fertilizer. Now, this subsidy regime has been changed. Previously, what was the system? It was 'fixed price and variable
subsidy'. But now they have changed to 'variable price and fixed subsidy'. The Government will not increase a single paisa
more than Rs. 49,998 crore.

We have to depend on import of DAP to the extent of forty per cent or rather fifty per cent. In the case of urea, the
dependence is 35 per cent because six urea manufacturing units, starting from Gorakhpur, Barauli, Sindri, Durgapur, Haldia,
Talcher to Namrup have been closed.

Mr. Chairman, Sindri is in your State. Sindri was the first public sector undertaking.
MR. CHAIRMAN: It has been closed since more than a decade.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : I know. It was closed in 2002. I fought for that in this House but I could not stop that unit from
being closed down. Pandit Nehru, while inaugurating Fertilizer Corporation of India's unit at Sindri had said: "I am not
inaugurating a factory, but I am inaugurating a temple of modern India." I still remember that.

What about the MSP? They are saying that they are increasing the MSP year after year. The increase in the input cost is by
100 per cent, but the increase in the MSP is only ten to fifteen per cent. What is the MSP for one quintal of paddy? It is Rs.
1080 for common varieties. What is the production cost? It does not even meet the production cost. The farmers are not
getting even this subsidy of Rs. 1,080. They are forced to sell their produce at Rs. 500 or Rs. 600 or Rs. 700 per quintal. We
have seen it in the rural India. We have that experience in the rural India. That is the situation. What will the farmers do?
They have no other alternative but to commit suicide. I have seen their indebtedness.

I wanted to just find out what impact the Prime Minister's special package to the farmers of Maharashtra, particularly
to the farmers of Vidarbha, has made. I had been to Yavatmal. Many of the widows said that the Prime Minister's special
package has made no difference to their poor economic condition. Cattle have died and there is no water. Only eleven per
cent of the land is irrigated. Now, they have sent a proposal for Rs. 15,000 crore. The Principal Secretary wanted my
assistance to get it approved. I told him, with the help of all the Members belonging to Maharashtra, particularly with the
help of Shri Geete, we will definitely get it approved. We know pretty well the condition of the farmers of Vidarbha region.

So, Sir, such is the crisis and the Government has failed to take any concrete measures to overcome the crisis. As a result
of this, prices are increasing.

Sir, yesterday, you must have seen, the Ministry of Agriculture have Tabled a Report on the status of Indian agriculture.

The hon. Minister of Agriculture, Shri Sharad Pawar has already admitted about the reduction in the availability of food
grains. What was the availability of food grains in 19917 It was 510 grams and what is today? It has come down to 444
grams within a period of 15 years. The availability of food grains has been reduced to such an extent. He has also admitted
that there is a problem in reducing the rising prices of essential commodities, particularly foodgrains, if speculative future
trade continues. If speculative trade continues, how can Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal, hon. Minister of Parliamentary Affairs,
will be able to control and contain inflationary effect on the prices of essential commodities? How can you control if you



decontrol the price of petrol? During the last two years how much is the increase under the UPA-II? I am not talking of
UPA-I because you were depending on us. You could not disinvestment any of the public sector undertakings. You decided
to disinvest Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited, NALCO, Neyveli Lignite Corporation. Our Tamil Nadu friends are present here
in the House. We opposed it and you had to reverse the decision of the Cabinet because of the opposition of 61 Left Parties
Members. You had to reverse the decision. Today, you have decontrolled the price of petrol. Now, you will be decontrolling
the price of diesel. You could not increase the price of kerosene. Shri Bansalji, you must be remembering that during the
five years regime of UPA-I, you could not increase the price and now you have increased the price by Rs. 3.50 a litre. How
can the Government will be able to control or moderate the inflation, if you allow speculative trade? Sir, you will be
surprised that within one year how much is the increase in the commodity trade. In 2007-08, it was Rs. 14,67,000 crore
and within one year it increased to Rs. 24 lakh crore in the commodity trade.

Sir, farmers are getting price. What is the variation between the farm gate price and the consumer price? I have
seen it in my constituency. Sir, farmers have grown tomatoes. Tomatoes are not being harvested as because the cost of
harvesting and carrying the tomatoes to the market and the price they will get, it will not meet even the production cost. I
am talking of cost of harvesting and carrying tomatoes to the market. Tomatoes are lying without harvesting. Similar is the
case with potatoes. In West Bengal, it is being sold for one rupee a kilo. Last year, we could export potatoes to Singapore.
From Sonamukhi in Bankura District of West Bengal, potatoes were exported to Singapore. We got one rupee transport
subsidy for one kg of potato. That is the situation in agrarian sector. Crisis is accentuating and you have allowed Monsanto.
Ninety-three per cent cotton is Bt. cotton. Cost has been increased. Now, they are ready to allow Bt brinjal. You will be
surprised to know as to what I worked out. According to my calculation, during the last nine years — in 2002 Monsanto was
allowed commercialisation of Bt cotton — from 2002-211, one multinational company got Rs.25,000 crore by fleecing our
farmers; exploiting the farmers. That is the situation in agricultural sector. ...(Interruptions) You organize an orientation
course for some Members as to how to behave inside the House. Some Members do not know as to how to behave inside
the House.

There was an historic strike on 20t" February, 2011.

MR. CHAIRMAN : I am seeing a sea change. When you were in power in West Bengal, they were more furious. Now a days,
they have become so clam. I am just finding a change.

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : Automatically, he has become furious.
SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : I am not furious.

There had been two strikes during these two years of UPA-II regime and this strike is historic because all the trade unions,
not a single trade union is outside the strike. Why workers had to go on strike? They have to because the labour laws are
being blatantly violated. Rights of the workers even to form the unions are being taken away. The constitutional right under
Article 19 to form the union, association is taken away. This is the fundamental right of the workers and employee and that
fundamental right is being taken away. Even some State Governments are planning to bring legislation to take away the
right of the workers and employees. That is the situation. Attack is going on the workers; prices are rising; inflation is
rising. Outsourcing of contractual workers is increased; the number of contract workers are increasing but they are not
even getting the minimum wages. All the Labour Acts — the Minimum Wages Act, the Payment of Wages Act - are being
violated.

In the case of the State transport employees, the Payment of Wages Act is being violated in West Bengal. Within two years
of global economic slowdown, they were claiming that there would not be any impact in our country. There had not been
any impact in our financial sector, in banks and LIC. That is because of the Left Parties. We did not allow the share of banks
to be handed over to the private sector.

AHTIfe AN = ST i, 31U ol o1t 233 3, AT RS Sft dered S 32 3 31U oI Al JoIpT WU IMIE Bl STl

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : We did not allow FDI in insurance being raised from 26 per cent to 49 per cent. That is why,
there was no impact on our financial sector.

But there is impact on working class. According to International Labour Organisation, almost 35 lakh workers have lost
their jobs in our country? Now the Government has spent Rs. 1,87,000 crore as a bail out package. For whom have they
spent? They have spent it for the industrialists, for the automobile sector and for the exporters. How much has the UPA
Government spent on bail out package for the workers? Not a single paise. Bansalji, you also get the support of employees
of Chandigarh. I know that because we were together in a rally of workers and employees. I think you have forgotten that.
You admitted that employees have supported you. Is it not a fact?



Sir, I am talking of a bail out package for the corporate houses. Now a new class has come and that is corporate house.
This Government is of the corporates, by the corporates and for the corporates. Whenever a bail out package is provided
for the corporate houses, for the industrialists, for the automobile industry and for the exporters, one condition should be
incorporate in that and that is, no worker should be retrenched, no worker should lose his job. That condition should be
attached. That is the demand of the entire working class. Their main demand is that this Government should change its
policy. @1z ofifer sgcma 6t crsis oft; A dact uia @ saRs st oidl 3, sricht atier 3 ofiftr; What is the neo liberal policy followed by this
Government? Sharad Yadavji also referred to it. The problems that the country is confronted with are unemployment and
poverty. You will be surprised to know that one-fourth of the population of this country go to bed with empty stomach. This
is the situation in the country after 64 years of our Indpendence. You have landed this country in such a situation. Bansalji,
you should realise that. The verdict of the people of at least two States in the recently held elections to Assemblies, in
Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, is against your policies and it is against corruption. You should learn a lesson from that. The
European countries and America who are following this neo liberal economic policy are confronted with economic crises and
you are not learning a lesson from those countries.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Acharyaji, please conclude now.
SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Sir, I now come to a very important point relating to reservation for the minorities.

Fufer ARG : b Biolc 582 15T Sl # 95 D # &) AT dcoA dict 23 3, i aga ferarat a2 a1 g, Afdpal it is too much.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Sir, we have two reports; one is Sachar Committee Report and another is Justice Ranganath
Mishra Committee Report. The Ranganath Mishra Committee Report was not submitted even after the expiry of six months
of the Government received the Report. When we raised the issue here in this House then they were compelled to lay the
Report on the Table of the House, but without Action Taken Report.

I would like to know what action the Government has taken on these two Reports, the Sachar Committee Report and
Justice Ranganath Mishra Committee Report...(Interruptions) The Central Government has not acted upon the
recommendations of Justice Ranganath Mishra Committee Report. But the Left Front Government of West Bengal have
implemented ten per cent reservation for socially, educationally, economically backwards and Muslims...(Interruptions)

Asufer ABIGA & 3 31U DI ALl A g

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Sir, West Bengal is the first State which implemented the recommendations of Justice
Ranganath Mishra Committee Report, but the Central Government have not acted upon the recommendations of Justice
Ranganath Mishra Committee Report...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please listen to me. I am just thinking that the House will be deprived of a good shayari before I announce
the name of the next speaker.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Sir, the nation cannot be saved unless they change their new liberal economic policy; they will
neither be able to save the country nor will they be able to save themselves.

Now I will conclude with a couplet from Faiz Ahemad Faiz. Sir, you know the 2011 is the Birth Centenary of the famous
Poet Faiz Ahamad Faiz. He is called the greatest poet of the Century.

3ycil 3f 391 912, TG-U-oIdaBIR dct

et oft 313l 33N &P I[eT9rel BT PRIER TcT ... RIdEIal)

31U SIAI ¢RIcIe o2 JIfSg,

Jemmufel IBIGA & o1dl, 3MUGl 33AD! UGI I8 SID 3|

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : The Urdu poets have two meanings, one is outer and the other is inner.
AHafel #EGA : & $AD sqadcioe BD Tl Sl G|
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SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA : Thank you very much, Sir.

oft 3roia siemR 3fid (FRPTE): AMulr FBNGe, ABEIRHA AU Sft I Eloerdic YA U2 dictor B fore F FST §) 3P s Ascufer ot b s
SHf3BNUIl U2 368 Holol DI HSI AR [t & cifdbol Usell s 5 IM3reITur I Sil HSI ASAA ga3ll, coBIT Al Al of a8 ASAA e Slor, ST
HMEAEA U] Sff IRAR A8 Dadl off - A3 DR, A3 IPR 3R A3 KT 3 b 31el Dl Sl e IRDR 3 A Y3 AE 3R] IRDR 3| AS
et IRPR 3 3M2 IRPR D [AGCIAl, IFDR DI SRIGCIAl ABHIBH AUl Sit D NI 3 IR-AR Ydid 2t 23t off

Jemmafer Sft, arrafdsr arscufer Sft of sl smwr B 9ReaI by I Ast IADT UBCH WIPIW IGA Dol AN FSwAfdA Ascufer sft of war - "as
a foea srefoaazen & fere gfdaell 911 281 8 anfeic siforfaerrsil I G fded U2 yfergyel Yorrd UsT &) JiaRitcia oaazel 3 Asteilicid sifeifaddr a
aif¥erar s¢t 2 sl forr ufsder 3 &1 BRI B2 3B &, a5 fiwct vp a 3 sifiis goildiyvl 81 srr 3" 7A=Y coK 3 6 A ara™ FeEIder AUl St
P 38 A DacIArD2 JRDR ol 3AUGH] SRIWeIAl P! fEsurol DI GRIRI fepen 3 safere 3o1b Uy aifdrammevr Jf gdf dl off 31 ad Siter foars o1t &=, ot
8l 3o1cb Y 3l 31 B9T0l Pl Aol Bl A AULUIE BB oIl & 91 $A A DI Iy sAfTE B2 38T & fob gatiowr 3 st 9l GoI I fepATol u2erer
3| oSl ol cPIAR sicAsrAT 8l 28 &) fpArel U3t s TSI & $A 3icdHsrAl Dl Adol & PIRI 3 JRPR ol Sl 4l dea 30w &, d AR
SN 8l 31 &) 91 35T DI 318N ol 9183l I sRkell Jar 3 o Sfiol arel St RISEIR ol 8, IoIb a2 3 a8 Sil Yool SR &, I S
3IERIST ABIGRI of ISI Yool UBol DI IR G-I, A 9 3IRIcl P AP A IRDR P &6l 31 As dId IR AT b AT S9I P fparel vl 3 d eff2-
effs Al BIsal el 3| TSI AGaT I Ul Yool DY HGICRI DI I, 3iie] A TSI B3I &l 3Mie] P Ub aeleh D clldll of DU SiferS Faerr B2 &=, gt
D BAcT DI Pel| 3PR Ddl As RielR¥ren 2t Yook aerdr 281 Al 9IrklG v ol U3 goI d fobatrel mfu Sifers stollol U2 #ASIgR 8l SIEst| SaIe Gl
&1 70 gferorT smerct Sit spefivr Sl 3t 35 2@ 8, St Al R oz 8, Y we forele &, 31 70 yfererd smict o1 St arafidr &, 3jAdT Riqur
3IISL P UBCI Yool 31 S AGal 3 Bl AHol 3R 3l Yool Pl SI8A BT 3 JRPR D €16l i IR b 5l PRI fiprel Syeivr 81, 3 UelRel B2
28 & siiz 9133t ot 312 oI 32 3| UeIRIol Bt b BRI RISPIRY, sRld 6 ¥zar A ofid Sfior arct allsit &t zixen f&or-a-for aadl ST 28t 3

3IISL Y851 PIcT i SId dlol $A I Dl 3R IXDPR DI €1Iol DA fepelr, Al 32 Yol DI IR ol D R Sl e} a5 38, d 36 AD Acal i
91, CIfdpol 33 AR o1&t 3| 3oalol AGal DI Sil SleTdRI &t &, IA A MUD AW, Acel b Aol IXTGI TGN Y Sft of 3 T Dt bR fdpen
3| 3calol sl ftp I HAGTolRT AGA DI A DI IAPR DI g 3R oIl Dl 33 A At 3| Ioaiol Sil 3Nips & &, ad 1993-94 3 o131 3 Fsol
ardl sEla cleil i 2ivcen 763 i off; ad 2004-05 & =15 v aga2 808 ca 8t srft, =meft 45 cirea stal & s 9183 d adl 8 difdber S
SIDST 3oalol 3 Agel b AP &= 3, ag ad 2004-05 w1 &) siret a1 adt 2012 3 3| AfS s A& 31icbST Siteloll A1S, Al 36T 91831 3 Sit sRla
cllel 8, Jotcbl IR 16 T35 A oft SAIeT 96 bl 3| 16 BRAS A SAG! cliel A 91831 31 SR &, Allt Rk 3 A il Sfidermue ©2 3B 3
3310l sRTdll 3 P il AMUGS ¥ fopen 3, ORI AMugs 3 adtol SR 31 ol =1 fipenr &, 33 AMUGS P AAIRKD PR 9182 31 3ol drcl fipft =ik
&l v ot bt 3T 32 U A oa g, dl a8 SR &) A 32t Fucs @) TR v SR, A 16 ©As clisit & sirr gieifder 32 U A oa 3
3T $A T DI AWIST AP & [ A YR Pl SRt Sor DI eIc! b 64 Arcdl & w16 off s Sof 3 &) I ool & b JEt faweran, 4@t
SRIBCIAT ABIATBIH Accufer Sit b 3ifdremuur Uz SR 33

AU ABIGR, AR 3 AB IRPR G A3 A &2 81, 3 f[Awel 3| a18 IS oft 81 31, As IRDR 82 &Y 31 fAwel &) S RIST AR Sit AT et
38 & I IoBiol ASWATEH AU Sit DI Tb AR ABT g1 fopar| ABWIBA Iccufer Sit of Dzl b I ITDR SATGIGI Tl D DRI Mo
AT JUCIR] BA0l B fo1e yferag 3)...(=aener) F wRIST rart St 3 g3t a6 s g b Ieic! & a6 siet ad it sft J3pis s a1 53
&, 3ol AW BAC, I DR A B §, Al Jdle b IR 3 ... (=aaemer)

off Uact PAR AT & ANURT ABNGR, AS IR eI TqA 3 ...(RUaeel) Js WfeRdic F o Hforr Ara 3 ...(amoer) ofia it wfeRmic
& gga ArR Arwe 3| A Ko fifores 32 &) Wit ara ¥ ©s Solt, dad M oIl SAT T8d B Dal Sl ADdI 3, cifdbel VAT DB Soll AT olal
8| 31U Sil ST AASKT 8, 3A Dsol DI 3D 3MEADR 8, cifdpol VAL SIoldic Soll Sil fiegpel dgforRIG! 8, a8 3R MUl oidl 8| ol usel oldl
etr, cifdpol 32 AT B S1BAA 289, Al A A ordl 3, I RBib 4dt Baon arsar g, ...(aeer) 3mu A dist B P 7GR DT 3, 3MUDT
siferpR 2 fip 3y 33 Dfde; ol 8ft 3y DS SR S S, Al 33U Dol DI AUDI IAfEDR 3| Dl DA9I6I ST 3, Al 3A Dol DI UDT
SIfEPR 3| cifdpol B3 A1 D& Goll S U ol & b ARI AW TRII-GRIL 3l I &, 3 TP UG DBoll Adl oIl 3| 3 RIb Sl 8t Dol AEAI g

JFsmmufer ABkGA & diet Sft, 31U usel diet &, Al SAGT 38l aldl, GRIf Fleld FAIDR cI81vIe] Sid 3U U 3l 3K, Al cllsll of Pal b A6l 3K 3
a€| (czaur)

oft ugel BAR &AeT & ANl Sft, As Aol SR oldl BT I eruIfeiIPict &) clfitbel TR Daoll AIfEE, Ol R Sl 3, fpdell I 3d1 T
2Mierisll & dia 3 2ad2 dad 3, a8 SHWGI 1B 3

off 3reid siemRmEI sl : Jsmufer Sft, 3 s BRI St @1 3162 BT ) A3 af¥aar b1 Isalel bR fipen 3, f3Rb e 3 Iord! R



Sar g # 11di efio e A Acol 4 & 3l a8 15dI ellw A9 &) 11l et 91 A 15d el 1811 A B1etol ol eerar & ARIel A Agel # 31,
afg & AE g, Al MU $A A DY IADPR B2, PR Sl g, dl BT Fu 3 MU 33 RADR B2 ADd 3, cifdbel ¢-oft JUagH DI ATl
3300)...(Raeet) 31y 313t & Al ot fifsre; 1,76,000 w3ts Fu) ot dleren g3n, SRt dlerel ... (razmer)

off uael AR d=el : #ASIG, T8 31l DI fawt ordl 3 sl 18 @t b 1,76,000 w3l W @i Hleret 8, stcid 3) & g3l soold 3k g &
A1 D& Bl §| APICI DABI! D 3Bl &, PR 3 UifeRil DI ard w2k & oo uiferdl 3 @i &, dl a8 3ietel did 8| cifcbol PR 31U 33AD] D96
aar 3 5 1,76,000 @35 U oI B9l &l 5RM, Al AS JICId &) VAL UMD oldl DBEoll AMBY| AZ FRACT DABI B APIS! 3| UG HAAC ITSaT
TAdS B AR 3| .. (IaHe) A2, A WA wise siw snSe b ot am Sl 3)...(=maemor) This is a point of order also.
...(Interruptions) Sir, you know the rule. ...(Interruptions) Sir, this matter is before the JPC and also before the PAC siiz sma
3 G U2 VAT TelIol B2 23 3 ... (el
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&€ | (caerra)
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Fol safere 3ors b ABEIde Iscufer Sft of IrPR Bl $HIGR et 3) 1,76,000 s FuRI o1 Sl 31osT RAdR] 3 3R &, a8t Aol dal 3, S
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SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, may I correct him? 3calor it @w2veret ofdl @al ) 3 seolt & el a1l &) 1 spflar b e,
Jisticelt & Arer #RIcT Dl wieRIdic i BADA D2 3@ 3, b Ry UiferRll Bl ara &) sl A3 Aol b diferRll =i off, HA wiell g8 oft iz
G131 I 8 uifersft & stefidieorer &

18.00 hrs.

setciidicorel oI 8ft e Tasst & Aol & i et Bloll &) 31U S IS B2 A AA DI D& 38 3, Al AS oflfel MUD! JIDPR B AT DI 8t
Torr$ 3$ 3| 3ot & dos 3 w0 oftfer afiz St Sfiftr smuet worr2 <, as et acfl) ...(awrer) dist smuet & drn e, T @I B U B B
3...(raerer)

AHTUfe HBNGA & PURI 9liel &l SIIY)

...(caamer)
Fafer FkGA: 3 ot 2fier Ars 3B 3, w=iifs F s §) DwRn ofid 31 Sy 3 it Sit 3 wael argen 6 I8 3 3ol A AT B2
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18.02 hrs.
(Mr. Deputy Speaker in the Chair)
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SHRI PRABODH PANDA (MIDNAPORE): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, I stand to support the Motion of Thanks on President's
Address. While going to support the Motion, I must express my views with regard to the opinion expressed by the
Government of the day.

It is revealed that the Government has failed in almost all the aspects. This Government followed the line of economic
liberalization. What is the outcome of this liberalization? It is known to everybody. But the point is that the Government is
not recognizing all this. Who will deny that due to the liberalization the disparity within the population, disparity within the
States, disparity with the society is revealed and is widening day by day? There is nothing to deny; whatever may be the
figures that have been propounded by the Planning Commission. The ground reality is that the BPL number is increasing day
by day.

As per the report of the ILO, not less than 75 lakhs of the working people have been thrown out of their jobs. Nobody can
deny that around three lakh farmers have committed suicides. Almost all the media have published that even West Bengal
is not out of this list. So, this is the situation. It was the aspiration and imagination of some poets that India will occupy the
best seat in the world and they had said in Bangla:

"Bharat amar jagat shabhay shreshtha ashon lawbe'



In our country, we are having the largest number of poor people in the world. Somebody is claiming that India is going to
be one of the Super Powers. India is a country which can now be attributed the status of a super poor country in the world!
The largest number of unemployed youths is in India. In case of corruption, nobody can beat us. So, we are occupying
these seats in the international arena now-a-days.

Sir, due to paucity of time, I am not going to touch upon other points, but I shall touch the problems with regard to the
agriculture and the agrarian situation. Bapuji had remarked that 'India lives in the villages'. The first Prime Minister of our
country, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, had made a remark that 'everything else can wait, but not agriculture'. Agriculture should
be given priority, but what is the situation? Investment in the field of agriculture is getting reduced since 1991, the day of
introduction of neo economic liberalisation.

We are talking about the Minimum Support Price. Under MSP, minimum means minimum and minimum does not
mean the actual price for support of the farmer. Even the National Commission on Farmers, NCF, had suggested that
Minimum Support Price should be based on total cost of production plus 50 per cent, but it is not being followed.

Almost from every corner of our country, almost all the kisan organisations, irrespective of their colour and whether
they are political or non-political, have demanded that the MSP should be at least Rs. 1,500 per quintal, but it has been
ignored by the Government. On the other hand, the Government is claiming that it has been increased.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please wind up now.
SHRI PRABODH PANDA : Sir, I have just started. Please give me at least three minutes more.

So far as the credit is concerned, it is told that the Government announced the interest rate of four per cent in case the
timely repayment of loan is made. When the Government declared the waiver of loans, it was known to everyone that the
farmers were not in a position to repay those loans. It was not a small amount. Nearly Rs. 70,000 crore was the credit
which was waived by the Government. Knowing this, why did the Government confine the four per cent interest on loans
only to those farmers who are making timely payments? Why was it not made applicable to all the farmers?

I support the point raised by one hon. Member here that credit should be extended to the marginal and poor farmers
without any interest, as is the case in Kerala where the paddy producers are providing loans without any interest.

Coming to MNREGA, the Government has to revisit this Scheme. This Scheme provides employment to a household, but not
to all the persons in the household who are willing to work. Therefore, the Government has to revisit this Scheme.

On the issue of federalism, the genuine demands of the States should be considered in the prevailing scenario. I do agree
with the Member from the Trinamool Congress who raised pertinent questions with regard to Centre-State relations. I want
to compliment them for that. We have been raising this demand for decades together, but the Union Government has no
time to look at it. Now that they are raising all these things, I think the Government should consider them and honour the
federal polity of our country.

What has happened to the issue relating to reservation for women? Every year, the issue of reservation for women was
mentioned in the Speech of the Respected President. But what has happened this year? The President of our country is a
woman; the Speaker of our country is a woman; the Leader of Opposition is @ woman; and the UPA Chairperson, for whom
I have great respect, is @ woman. But what has happened to that issue this time? The Government has forgotten it this
time.

What about augmentation of irrigation? In fact, in the last five years, this sector failed as no real augmentation has
happened with regard to irrigation. It has been neglected. Whatever may be the scheme or whatever may be the flagship
programme, this sector has been neglected.

The last point which has already been touched by several Members is that the Government should not claim to be a very
honest and efficient Government. That is the understanding of the people. Lakhs and lakhs of people are marching on the
streets accusing this Government in terms of lack of transparency, efficiency and proper governance. In terms of
governance, you have failed. Please do not repeat all these things.

This year is going to be the first year of the Twelfth Five-Year Plan, but there is nothing new in the Speech, except
reiteration of some things.

I have nothing to object the motion. Particularly, in principle, I am not objecting to this.



With these words, I conclude my speech.
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SHRI KODIKKUNNIL SURESH (MAVELIKKARA): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, I am thankful to you for giving me this opportunity to
speak on the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address. I wholeheartedly support the Motion.

Today, India is standing on the pedestal of economic growth. With the untiring efforts of respected Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh and UPA Chairperson Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, India has traveled a long way and has reached a stage
where no country - developed, developing or under-developed - can ignore the significance of India. India has become one
of the strongest economies in the world.



I clearly remember the words of Mr. Barack Obama, President of the United States of America when he said in this very
Parliament House that India was not emerging but had already emerged as an economic power. Given our country's high
savings rate, a dynamic entrepreneurial class, increasing young population, and highly open trade and foreign investment
regime, I have no doubt that India will march forward on the path of economic growth in the coming years.

I agree with the hon. President when she said that the long-term fundamentals of our economy are robust. Because of
these fundamentals our economy did not suffer adversely during the period of economic downturn which was witnessed in
other major economic powers of the world. According to Prof. Roubini of the New York University, India is placed better
amongst Brazil, China and Russia. This is because our fundamentals are strong.

The UPA Government has faced many challenges and has faced them with a resounding success. It is the UPA Government
which brought the Lok Pal and the Lokayukta Bills to curb corruption, to bring transparency and accountability in the
governance. Many more Bills have been introduced which are forward-looking in this direction, passing of which will bring
the much needed relief to the common man who is at the core of our hearts.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the UPA Government has taken tough measures against corrupt bureaucrats and has not spared
the high and mighty of this land. This was unthinkable before. A number of initiatives have been taken to tackle the menace
of black money. We have opened channels of communication with other countries to share information on black money. Our
Government is actively negotiating with different countries to sign Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements and revisiting
the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements signed earlier with some countries. All these efforts will start showing fruitful
results in the near future.

The UPA Government, led by our esteemed Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singhji, has been successful in containing the
communal forces and has given the much-needed political stability at the Centre. All these factors are essential for a
country to move forward on the path of progress and prosperity. There is not a single incident where the country has
witnessed communal violence.

It is @ matter of pride that the country is going to witness a record production of food grains this year. It is estimated that
food grains production will be around 250 million tonnes and exceed the projected targets. I congratulate the Government
and our farmers for producing record food grains.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the Opposition has targeted the UPA Government for rising prices. I do not remember exactly how
many times this House and the other House had to be adjourned on this issue. I do not know how many times the
Parliament had discussed this issue under various rules. The food inflation is now in the negative zone. So, the Member
from the Opposition may not have any opportunity to disrupt the proceedings of the House on this issue.

Education is one area where the Government has shown deep concern for all the communities. I am proud to say that
under the able leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh, we have achieved many milestones. The Government is deeply
concerned about the welfare of minorities in the country. Recently, the hon. Minister had set up five sub-committees on
minority education issues. He has been keenly monitoring the issues of minority education. This Government does not
believe in slogans, but in actions.

Justice Ranganath Mishra Commission Report has been pending for implementation since 2007. This Commission went into
the question of various issues relating to linguistic and religious minorities in the country and made several forward looking
recommendations like reserving 15 per cent of jobs in Government service and seats in educational institutions, giving 8.4
per cent reservation out of the existing OBC quota of 27 per cent. These recommendations should be implemented at the
earliest.

I would like to bring one of the major concerns to the notice of the Government. This is regarding increasing incidents of
collision of fishing boats off the Kerala coast. Recently a fishing boat was hit by a ship in which some fishermen lost their
lives. I strongly demand that the next of kin of these fishermen may be paid adequate compensation, and a high level
inquiry must be constituted to go into this incident.

Kuttanad is one of the most fertile regions of the world, spread over three districts of Alapuzha, Kottayam and
PathanamthitTa. It is also called the rice bowl of Kerala. In the year 2008, the Central Government gave in principle
approval for providing financial assistance to the tune of Rs.1840 crore for implementing various programmes for the
development of Kuttanad wetland ecosystem. But the implementation of this project is very slow and needs to be put on
fast track.

Thousands of posts reversed for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes remain vacant for very long, though the



Government has made it clear that these vacancies should be filled in time. Recently, the Government of India had decided
to fill up 50,000 vacancies of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the Central Government. I humbly request the
Government to take immediate steps to fill up those vacancies in the Government of India as well as in the public sector
undertakings.

It is estimated that 90 per cent of landless people belong to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. In the absence of
their own land, these poor people have to work as labourers. The Government should bring in a law to provide land to these
landless Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. A large number of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, both in urban
and rural areas are without houses. The financial assistance provided for new construction in the form of full grant is
Rs.45,000 per unit in plain areas and Rs.48,500 for hilly and difficult areas. This amount is very meager and needs to be
enhanced to Rs.3 lakh per unit. I would request the Government of India to bring a scheme to compensate them in order to
address the housing problem being faced by the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. They belong to the poor sections
and the cost of medical treatment has risen very sharply over the years. Because of lack of adequate medical facilities, the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes do not get proper medical treatment. I would request the Government to look into
this and take suitable steps in this direction.

The nurses working in private hospitals are being paid very meager salary. You will appreciate that nurses are doing a great
job and most of them come from Kerala. The Government should bring in a law in order to ensure adequate pay and
allowances, including the facilities of EPF and ESIC.

Thousands of teachers are working in CBSE and ICSE affiliated schools. These schools charge astronomical fees from
students but do not pay their teachers proper salary. There is a need to look into this and a law should be enacted in this
regard.

A large number of cases of compassionate appointment are pending with different departments and public sector
undertakings. The dependents of employees who die in harness do not get employment in the concerned departments on
one pretext or the other. The system should be corrected and departments and public sector undertakings should be
directed to give employment to all eligible dependents at the earliest.

Recently, the Supreme Court has cleared interlinking of rivers in Kerala. The interlinking of Pampa-Achencovil in
Kerala with Vaipar river will adversely affect the interest of Kerala. The issue has already generated a lot of heat in political
circle. I have also written a letter to the hon. Prime Minister requesting him to drop this project. I earnestly request the
Government to reconsider this Pampa-Achencovil-Vaipar interlinking project.

There is a long pending proposal before the Government of India to set up a Cashew Board. Lakhs and lakhs of
cashew workers who work in the cashew sector live below poverty line. They do not get proper attention from the
Government of India. I would request the Government of India to set up a Cashew Board for the welfare of poor cashew
workers.

I would like to bring to your notice another important issue with regard to setting up of a Rubber Park in Kerala. A
Rubber Park is located in Ernakulam, Irapuram Rubber Park, near Perumbavoor. The same rubber park has to be set up
near Pathanapuram in Kollam district.

Sasthamkotta Lake is the largest fresh water lake in Kerala. It is designated as a Ramsagar Site in November 2002.
Sir, the Sasthamkotta Lake which has been listed by the Government of India as a wetland of national importance has
started shrinking at an alarming rate. If initiatives are not taken, the State will lose this lake. I would request the
Government of India, Ministry of Forest and Environment to take measures to extend financial assistance to Kerala to
protect this Lake.

Sir, our State Government has started a unique scheme for extending education loan to students who are poor and
wish to pursue higher education. This scheme has proved very successful and more and more students belonging to poor
families have benefited. But there are instances where students, who got education loans, after completion of their higher
studies could not get jobs. Under such circumstances they have not been able to pay back education loan with interest. The
banks have started legal action against such students for defaulting on payment of education loan. I would like the
Government to consider the peculiar situation in which these students and their families find themselves and waive interest
on education loans. The Government should reduce the interest on education loan and stop legal action against them.

With these words, Sir, I once again support the Motion moved by Shrimati Girija Vyas.

off 3vIc omsoIarst 3ol (MPTEIUR): UIEIST ABIGR], BAR AW A AlolofRI Astonrel Bis Sft of g St STot so1d! &t 3, ciftpol qie @1 316l &



b1 & fop feperott oft SIS S &, ol U2 IS 3RK old! BIAl| SoldI Sil ASl 3, T8 CIISellSl al Il 3| Soldl Sfac,, del vd alide A f&xarm, cifdpor
et errsert 3) AR w8 fGama e 2 fop acufer St o1 S SAfeIuT BT 3, ot 9 95 Pl cllell Pl A 3 [ odf B forar 31, Piole
I RYd [P 3l SAfHBIIUI UGT Sl 3

Aifepor 2recufer St 6t Starer A siuet fo1e Seroicrdl @1 Acibdbe sodlal formn) 3t TDR $HMIGR 312 3iffis PREL ...(d€lcl) TRR &, &3 a8
PRPIR oM, ...(SAGEGT) IUrenst Sff, SAGHAZ BUPR o1dl 3, SAGT PRI STol2 3T 3|

JUIERIGT ABIG & el U SI3L 3X6], 3 ST sifaz i 3

oft 3Wc oMBeIars §3ol & IUIEIST Sit, Asl W2 MG & 9ff Do A & 3k Do cilel VA oft &, St ars2 A 9ft gD Al 311 &, Solhl WP d&el A
cller dS 3, soIdl Sl G¥d 3, dl $ATeIcR! & Riac snfda sd fxad &) 361 Hu2 Sl MR ool d, Al fduet of sft war e sufaa zsa &t
$ABIGHE! U2 &4 clloll ®l PBIS 9P oIdl 3, cifdpat B3y cilel oft IS &, St Ao ACHbPbe clol P a6 9ff Iorhl SAEIGR! w2 9 3 ... (uaeer)

JUIERIST ABIGA & Dl U &l $ADI SISt A9y
oft 3rc oImBoIarst gl & 3uredsl Sfl, A Seofl A&auUi & b SADI Dt IBR 3 UD ST W Dictod Dol dl Sofdl 9 dgel IS 3IesT,

AL

IUTERIST ABIG = 3| SiI 3ifaz o 3



