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Title:Further discussion on Motion of Thanks on the President's Address moved by Dr. Girija Vyas and seconded by Dr.
Shashi Tharoor on the 13t March, 2012 (Discussion not concluded).

MADAM SPEAKER: Now, item no. 12. Shri M.I. Shanawas.

SHRI M.I. SHANAVAS (WAYANAD): Madam Speaker, I am extremely grateful that you have given me the opportunity to
speak on the Address, Her Excellency, the President of India, made to the Parliament.

I do support the Motion of Thanks moved by my hon. colleague Mrs. Girija Was. The speech delivered by the hon. President
of India was a comprehensive speech. It dealt with all what we have achieved last year; what we are going to achieve this
year; and what are the future goals.

In the first part of Her Excellency's speech, the President of India, for the UPA Government, has said that the Bills which
were introduced in the Parliament and which were not passed will be passed.

The most important Lokpal and Lokayuktas Bill, the most important Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill, the Bill
against money laundering and black marketing, etc will be introduced. The UPA Government pledges that these would be
done during this year itself.

On page three of the President's Address, the main challenges that the country is facing have been mentioned. They are:
livelihood security, economic security, energy security, ecological and environment security, and internal and external
security. Our country is facing these challenges. The goal of the UPA Government is to ward off these challenges and to go
forward.

Sixty-five years ago, when our forefathers got Independence, these five challenges were there. We laid the foundation for a
strong economic India under the able leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru and we had marched forward.

Madam, I do not want to go into the details about the achievements that the Government has made in the last year. In this
Address, these achievements have been mentioned.

We have to understand as to how our country has reached such a stage after 65 years of Independence. The achievements
that our country got during the last year were so great and so immense.

Madam Speaker, I would like to draw the attention of this august House as to what had happened in these 65 years. Sixty-
five years ago we were nothing, we were a big zero, and our economy was strangled. At that time we did not have enough
food. From there we have risen now to the top of the world and we have become one of the most fantastically growing
economies in the world. How has this happened?

On the one side we have improved a lot. Our literacy rate in 1947 was just 21 per cent. It has now come to about 70
per cent. Our GDP at factor cost in 1947 was Rs. 9.719 crore. Our GDP now is Rs.65,00,000 crore. Within a span of 65
years, our GDP increased from Rs.9,719 crore to Rs.65,00,000 crore. It is a great achievement. Our foreign exchange
reserves in 1950-51 was just Rs.10,000 crore. Now, it is Rs.13,00,000 crore. Our exports in 1947 were Rs.606 crore. In this
President's Address, it is said that our exports during the last year were Rs.16,00,000 crore. In 2013 it is expected that our
exports will become Rs.25,00,000 crore.

On the one hand we have achieved so much in the economic front and we have become one of the fastest growing
economies in the world. On the other hand, in the political front and in the social security front India has become a great
force to reckon with.

On 15t August, 1947 we got our Independence, a day before Pakistan was born. Pakistan was born as an Islamic
Republic. Even religion could not unite Pakistan. In 1971 Pakistan was split into two. Now, 65 years had passed after we
got our Independence, and India is India. The most part of these 65 years, India had been ruled by none other than the
Indian National Congress. That is why, integrity is there in India and unity is there in India.

In Pakistan, we could notice that their democracy has changed. Even the democratic Government of Pakistan is now
under the watchdog of their military regime. Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was hanged. Mr. Bangabandhu Mujibur Rahman was



shot dead. His grandson was also shot dead.

In India, we had seen the martyrdom of Shrimati Indira Gandhi and Shri Rajiv Gandhi. Now, in India, we have got this
democratic experience and we have also got the economic growth.

In this Address, Her Excellency, the President has depicted how we have grown up.

For scholarship, we have given Rs. 1.5 crore in 2011 itself. Similarly, for minorities, so many things have been done. In
regard to credit to agricultural farmers, Rs. 4,75,000 crore are going to reach next year.

In regard to NREGA, for 11,000 crore man-days, Rs. 1,48,000 were distributed to 25 crore of families. What a great
achievement it is! India has come to such a level and it is moving forward very fast.

Madam, I have heard the speeches of various Members in this House with respect to the recent Assembly elections. Let me
tell this House that the political process is a long process. There will be ups and downs; there will be victories and defeats;
calculations will be going wrong; and calculations will be going right. There is no permanent wrong or permanent right in a
democracy. Now, I was astonished and amused when my friends in the BJP ranks went to the TV studios and were
rejoicing that the Congress was defeated. What is the real balance-sheet of the recent elections? Before the elections, the
Congress was having its Governments in Goa and Manipur. After the elections, we, the Congress lost Goa; but we got
Uttrakhand and Manipur. Except in Goa, we have improved our tally everywhere.

What has happened in UP? I would like to draw the attention of this House that yesterday, my friend, Mr. Shahnawaz
Hussain was rejoicing that the Congress has been defeated. I would like to ask him: "Did the BJP win in UP?" Fifty-eight per
cent of the candidates of the BIP lost their deposits in this UP elections. For the past 25 years, BJP was holding the
Ayodhya seat and this time, they have lost even the Ayodhya seat. So, what is this rejoicing?...(Interruptions)

Respected Madam Speaker, as an observer, I have been watching as to what is happening in Uttar Pradesh for the
past few elections. There has been a strategic voting in UP. What is this strategic voting? The BSP was in power before this
election. Under the leadership of Rahul Gandhi, the Congress made a wave there...(Interruptions) 1 will give you the
statistics also. The Congress made a wave there. When the Congress made a wave, the BJP was also there; SP was also
there. People wanted to see that the BSP should be out. So, whom should they vote? They like the Congress party; some of
them like the BIP. In a bipolar election, in nowhere in the country, such a situation is there as in UP. So, the strategic
voting was there for the Samajwadi Party. I want to tell my dear friends in the Samajwadi Party that this is just a one time
vote for them; it is not an eternal vote because they have got negative votes. The same reverse phenomenon had
happened in 2007 when people wanted to do away with Samajwadi Party and wanted a second alternative. So, they did not
opt for the BIP or the Congress Party. They voted for the BSP last time in 2007.

So, in Uttar Pradesh, we can see a strategic voting taking place. BJP cannot be proud of anything . I tell you that in 2007,
the Congress Party got only 8.6 per cent votes in UP. This time, the Congress plus has got 14 per cent of vote sharing in
spite of the strategic voting by the people. In 2007, the BJP got only 16.9 per cent vote and this time, it has even come
down to 15 per cent.

Now, I would tell you that in 2007, the strategic voting was there. Why? It was because in 2007, in UP, people did not want
SP and they voted for BSP; and in 2012, people did not want BSP and so, they voted for the SP. Now, you take the results of
2009. In 2007, the Congress's vote sharing was only 8.66 per cent and in 2009 it became 18.2 per cent having 21 seats in
the Lok Sabha. I call the attention of the House that in 2014, the Lok Sabha elections would be held. ...(Interruptions) You
please hear me. In 2014 Lok Sabha elections, the fight will not be between Ms. Mayawati and Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav.

The fight will not be between BSP and SP. The fight will be between BJP and Congress. The fight, probably, will be between

Mr. Rahul Gandhi and Mr. Narendra Modi, and the strategic voters of UP will queue up and vote for Mr. Rahul Gandhi and

the Congress Party in the years to come. ...(Interruptions) Do not worry about it. And, you are writing off Congress
Party!...(Interruptions)

Now, some of the newspapers are telling about a third alternative. How is a third alternative possible? A newspaper
yesterday wrote that third alternative is a national idea. Madam, I say third alternative is a national joke. Nowhere in the
country is this possible. Only a national political organization can move like this. Do not write off the Congress Party.
...(Interruptions) That will come. That we will solve. Our leadership is strong enough to solve any problem and they will
solve it. You are going to see that. ...(Interruyptions) Do not write off the Congress Party.
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(Shri P.C. Chacko in the Chair)

Mr. Chairman, in 1977 the Congress was defeated like anything. Indira Ji was also defeated. In 1977 we got only 153 seats.
In 1978, the Congress was split. We came down to 68 seats in 1978. At that time, in this Parliament House our leader from
Kerala Mr. C.M. Stephan was the Leader of the Parliamentary Party. Indira Ji was not a Member. Mind it, BJP. We were 68.
In 1980, Indira Ji made a whirlwind come back with 353 seats. Do not write off Congress. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : He is coming to that.

SHRI M.I. SHANAVAS (WAYANAD): There is a difference between Congress and BJP. Indian National Congress is the only
national democratic secular organization. Without Indian National Congress, nobody can form any Government. My BIP
friends may kindly know that you were rejoicing at the results in UP. You have got nothing to rejoice. Yesterday, Mr.
Shahnawas Hussain was speaking. I love Mr. Shahnawas Hussain because my name and his name is the same. That is the
only unity between us. But Mr. Shahnawas Hussain, I tell you that you cannot be proud. The BSP can align with Congress.
SP can align with Congress. Naturally, if we see, Samajwadi Party and BSP are such parties that if they align with BIP, they
will be finished. Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav had alliance with Mr. Kalyan Singh and he had to pay a very heavy price. So,
natural favourite to rule India is none other than the Indian National Congress.

Whatever you say, my dear friends, the BJP has got a stigma. Mr. Chairman, the BJP has got a stigma. Twenty per cent of
the population in this country cannot go to them. They have got a stigma. As long as that stigma is there, never in the
history will they be able to come back. I do not want to make a much prolonged speech. This UPA Government is very
strong. This UPA Government can move along like anything. I once again warn that those who think about certain results,
do not be misled by that. The Congress will come back. The Congress is the only natural alternative to rule this country.

With these, I support the Motion.
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*DR. RATTAN SINGH AJNALA (KHADOOR SAHIB): I thank you, Mr. Chairman Sir, for giving me the opportunity to speak on
the Motion of Thanks to the Hon'ble President's Address to both Houses of Parliament.

Sir,65 years have passed since we attained independence. Out of these 65 years, we have been ruled by the Congress
party for almost 50 years. Congress has become the headquarter of corrupt people. ...(Interruptions)

DR. RATTAN SINGH AINALA : All corruption that has taken place since 1947, can be traced back to the Congress party.
Our freedom-fighters gave up their lives for the sake of India's independence. The British imperialists were driven away.
However, no one ever imagined that our 'Black Englishmen' will be worse than the British imperialists. The country has
been looted and plundered by such elements.

Black money worth over 60,000 crores has been stashed in foreign banks. The Government has come to know the names of
the offenders. Everyone wants these names to be made public. However, the Government has refused to make even these
names public. How can we expect such a Government to bring back to our country the black money stashed abroad.

Allegations have been made that this black money actually belongs to several Congressmen. If the Government cannot
bring back this money, it should at least name the offenders. Why is the Government hiding the truth?

Shri Rahul Gandhi led a whirlwind-throughout campaign U.P. during the elections. However, it was the Samajwadi party
leader Shri Akhilesh who ultimately formed the Government in U.P. Similarly, in Punjab, the Congress put.

all its eggs in the basket of captain Amarinder Singh. However, Sardar Parkash Singh Badal of SAD formed the Government
in Punjab.

The Congress party and Government is on its way out. The fiasco regarding the Railway Minister Shri Dinesh Trivedi will
prove to be one more nail in their coffin. What an unceremonious exit for the Railway Minister who had presented the
Budget in the morning. In the evening, he is being asked to pack his bags and leave!

Sirthere are hundreds of farmers whose land falls at the Indo-Pak border. At the time of the NDA Government headed by
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the farmers whose cultivable land was affected due to barbed wire fencing, used to get Rs.2500/-
per acre as compensation.

In 2004, the UPA Government came into power. The first thing they did was to stop the compensation package that was
being given to these hapless farmers. For the last seven years, I have been running from pillar to post to get the
compensation package of these farmers restored, but to no avail. This is sheer injustice that is being meted out to the poor
farmers of the border areas.

The BSF patrols the Indo-Pak border. Hundreds of acres of fertile land of the farmers lies beyond the barbed wire fence
erected in the area. However, the farmers are allowed to cultivate their land only for 2 hours. What kind of injustice is this?



Time and again, we have met the Home Minister and Hon. Prime Minister with the request that the Government should
purchase the entire land falling beyond the barbed wire fence and pay the adequate compensation to the farmers.
However, the Central Government has remained deaf to all pleas.

Hon. President has talked about medical education in her address. However, a poor student cannot get admission in any
private medical college. All private medical colleges have become the fountainhead of corruption. An MBBS seat is being
sold for Rs.20 to 25 lakhs. A post graduation seat in the medical college is being sold for Rs.50 lakhs.

The Government must frame stringent laws to check the menace of corruption. Rules and regulations regarding admission
to medical & engineering colleges must be strictly implemented.

Chairman Sir, the Union Government has not been able to fix proper norms for inclusion of names in the BPL list.
Even if someone earns Rs.23/- in a day, his name is not included in the BPL list. What kind of joke is this?

Sir, crores of people in India are dying of hunger and starvation. In Punjab, thousands of tonnes of foodgrains are rotting
due to inadequate storage facilities. The Supreme Court passed strictures against the Central Government. It asked the
Government to distribute foodgrains to the poor and the needy. However, the UPA has refused to provide relief to the
hungry and the starved.

Now, I come to the issue of MSP. Sir, the farmers have to spend a lot of money to cultivate foodgrains. However, the MSP
that is given to them is a pittance. Despite the recommendations of the Agriculture Price Commission farvouring the
farmers, the Government has continued to remain obdurate and refused to listen to reason. All this will ruin the
agriculturists.

Sir, the irrigation system in Punjab was set up by the British. However, it is in shambles now. It urgently needs to be
renovated. We need money for this purpose. However, our entreaties in this regard have fallen on deaf ears.

Sir, Punjab contributes 60% foodgrains in the central pool. We are in dire need of water for cultivation and irrigation. Canals
need to be renovated. The granary of the country is not being provided money to rejuvenate its irrigation system. This is
sheer injustice with the people of Punjab.

Sir, an Hon. Minister of UPA has claimed that meters for providing electricity to the BPL families have been installed in
Punjab. However, these meters are mostly non-existent. If meters are there, transformers are not there. No electricity is
being supplied. People are living in a miserable condition. The ground reality is different. Things are very bleak at the grass
root level. The BPL families are suffering hardships as a result.

Sir, the Government has made tall claims about providing compulsory education. However, the State Governments have no
money to appoint teachers. Salaries are not being paid to teachers for months. Basic infrastructure is also lacking in these
so-called schools. Neither fans, nor electricity is there in most schools. The condition is dismal.

Marketing is one big problem area. Marketing facilities for foodgrains are non-existent. The cotton-farmers have suffered
due to the wrong policies of the Government. The potato growing farmers have been ruined. Until we provide proper
marketing and cold storage facilities and imbibe the cooperative system, the hapless farmers will continue to be at the
receiving end.

Sir, 65 years have passed since we attained independence. However, the Government has miserably failed to provide basic
needs and facilities to the common man. Since, the Congress party has ruled over India for a majority of these years, it is
solely responsible for the agony, misery and plight of the poor people.

Whether it is poverty illiteracy or corruption in India the Congress party cannot wash its hands off the whole affair.
Chairman Sir, we have made a mockery of the election system.

Sir, a respectable Minister of the UPA gave a statement during the UP election that if the Congress party failed to win
in UP, President's Rule will be imposed on UP.

Sir, the dignified office of Election Commission is demeaned by such assertions. Such irresponsible statements will
sound the death-knell of democratic polity in India.

Sir, the NCTC law is being imposed on the states without their consent. It is an attack on the federal structure of the
constitution. Duly elected Governments of the states are being bypassed. Law and order is a state subject. How can the
centre impose its will on the states in the garb of this law? We oppose this legislation tooth and nail.



Sir, it is quite clear that this Congress Government at the centre is the root-cause of many problems. Hopefully, the time of
their exit has come. Only then can the common man heave a sign of relief.

*SHRI CHARLES DIAS (NOMINATED): The President of India while marking the beginning of this session of the
Parliament, has made a speech in which she has mentioned lots of schemes that are beneficial to the weaker sections of
the people. These schemes, I hope will render some help to the weaker sections and minorities in our vast country, who
are facing many disabilities to come up in life.

While the President in her speech declared many schemes which are aimed at the all-round progress of the country and to
help raising standard of life of people in our country at large, some schemes are worth mentioning.

The restructuring and strengthening of Integrated Child Development Services, a Multi-sectoral Nutrition Programme
planned in 200 High-Burden Districts to address maternal and child nutrition is a welcome move.

A separate Department of Disability Affairs meant for persons with disabilities and new legislation for persons with
disabilities will help people in this respect.

By setting up a National Council for Senior Citizens, a sizable portion of the people will have some relief to look forward.

By strengthening and expanding the Prime Minister's 15 Point Programme, the disadvantaged sections of the minority
communities will be benefited.

The proposed increased of target of outstanding loans to minority communities to 15 percent during the year 2012-13
through public sector banks will provide some relief to the people concerned.

By providing a sub quota of 4.5 percent in jobs and admissions in Central Universities, with a view to ensuring
empowerment of minorities, some disadvantageous sections will get benefits. But, I would like to request the Government
that while Parsi community who are negligible in number compared with Anglo-Indians, an ethnic and linguistic minority
specially defined in the Constitution of India as per Article 366 (2), be treated separately and earmark jobs and seat
reservation in Central Universities.

By providing facilities for tourists and by developing tourist centres especially historic sites throughout the country, we can
increase the flow of tourists.

Introducing e-governance programmes in many service sectors will increase transparency, accountability and efficiency.

The schemes to increase the generation of electricity by Solar Power projects to the tune of 400 MW through Jawaharlal
Nehru National Solar Mission, will lead to minimized cost of generation.

By providing people the information the information regarding the necessity to maintain biodiversity, through conferences
and effective protection of our green cover, conservation of our natural resources can be achieved to some extent.

The move to activate a national mission for a Green India under the National Action Plan on Climate Change, for increasing
the forest cover will definitely be a positive move.

I support the motion to thank the President's speech which highlights the Government's programmes for the progress of
the nation and to increase the living standards of the people in our country, specially the backward sections of the society.
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SHRI ABDUL RAHMAN (VELLORE): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir, for having given me an opportunity to speak on the
Motion of Thanks on the President's Address delivered to the Members of Parliament on March 12, 2012.

In the midst of various challenges being faced by the Union Government in different sectors, the Presidential Address has
highlighted the innumerable measures being taken towards the progress of the country. While we are seeing economic
uncertainties in the global economy, in different parts of the world, it is really remarkable that our economy has grown at a
handsome rate of 8.4 per cent in the year 2010-11. However, due to the rapid growth of population in our country, the
Government of India is facing a lot of challenges in different platforms. There are a lot of grievances to be alleviated. We
have to eradicate poverty in the country. We have to find out the resources to eradicate illiteracy in the country. The public
are having so many grievances relating to various sectors. We are very much sure that the Government of India will be able
to redress the grievances of the public.

During the Presidential Address, the hon. President of India mentioned a very important point of providing a sub-quota for
the minority communities in reservations. With a view to ensure the empowerment of minorities, a sub-quota of 4.5 per
cent within the reserved quota of 27 per cent for the Backward Classes was announced for socially and economically
Backward Class citizens belonging to the minority communities. This reservation of 4.5 per cent announced by the
Government of India for minority communities is insufficient and inadequate. The 'minority communities' include the
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and the Parsis. However, I really appreciate the Union Government which has come
forward to allocate this sub-quota of reservation for the minority communities. It is a big step that has been taken, despite
the fact that this sub-quota of 4.5 per cent in the reservations is like a snail's movement. The reservation made by the
Government of India is like a few drops in a big ocean. In Tamil Nadu, 3.5 per cent reservation was provided by the then
Chief Minister Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi to the Muslim Community. It was very much an appreciative step and good
precedence. But that was also not sufficient. When we raised our voices, it was announced that adequate arrangements
were being made. Here, 4.5 per cent reservation was announced for all the people belonging to the minority communities.

Apart from all these things, the Government of India had formed Commissions and Committees in order to know the exact
status of people belonging to the minority communities. The Government of India wants to know about the kind of
measures to be implemented. With that good purpose in mind, Commissions have been formed by the Government. The
Commissions like the Ranganath Mishra Commission, Sachar Committee and Gopal Singh Panel in 1984 have all given their
recommendations. All these Commissions have quoted the exact numerical figures to show how the minority communities,
particularly the Muslim Community, are educationally and economically backward and downtrodden. The Ranganath Mishra
Commission has clearly and categorically mentioned in its recommendations that at least 10 per cent reservation is to be
made for minority Muslim community in educational and economical fields and taking this opportunity to remind, the
Government of India to immediately implement the strong recommendation of Ranganath Mishra Commission by giving 10
per cent reservation to exclusively Muslim minorities. Sachar Commission recommendations have also been given to the
Government of India to do some urgent actions for the upliftment of the Muslim minority Community. Most of the
recommendations are not yet even initiated to implement it.

Sir, in Presidential Address, very important and remarkable point has been mentioned. The Palestinian cause is a very
important subject. India is steadily supporting the Palestine cause. Really, we should appreciate. The Government of India
is always taking a stand by looking at the suffering, torture and the atrocities faced by the Palestine people. So, towards
the welfare of those people, the Government of India is always supporting Palestine. The Government of India is steadily
standing for the cause of Palestinian welfare. But on the other side, whatever may be reasons, there is a threatening
challenge to the Palestine cause supported by Indian Government which is Israel. Why this kind of contradictory stand? On
one side, the Government of India is steadily standing for the cause of Palestine, and on the other side, it looks like that
India succumbs to the pressures from the country, Israel which is really standing against Palestine cause as a threatening
challenge. This kind of contradictory stand is to be eliminated.

I would like to say about one more incident. The recent arrest of a reputed journalist proves that just because of the
pressure from Israel, the Delhi Police arrested the journalist even without any specific charges. All this has happened
because journalist is known for his outspoken views condemning Israel policy. Now, the bigger question is what has
happened to the so-called freedom of press in this country? I would like to know whether our Government is going to abide



the steady stand for the welfare of the Palestinian or Government is going to be under the pressure of any other foreign
country like Israel.

Sir, I would like to make one more important point. During the speech of our President of India, she very clearly mentioned
that the Government has taken various steps to attract overseas capital to India by liberalising rules regarding External
Commercial Borrowings, increasing the limits on lending by Foreign Institutional Investors and launching the schemes to
attract investment in mutual funds and equity from qualified foreign investors. Sir, at this juncture, I would like to remind
the exact solution to strengthen the economy of the country is to eradicate the interests which is the exploitation of the
economy of the country. In Gulf countries, all Governments have adopted interest free banking mechanism. This concept
has given very fertile and rich revenue in the banking sectors. By having that kind of revenue, all Arab countries' economy
has grown in such a way that by comparing the profitability, they have seen this interest free banking is better than
conventional banking. So, by looking at this profitability, all European countries and Western countries who are having 100
per cent conventional banking has started to adopt interest free banking which is Islamic Banking. So, by implementing this
interest free banking in those foreign countries (Western and European Countries), they have started to see the profitability
better than the conventional banking revenue.

So, by taking this opportunity, I very strongly recommend that the possibility should be explored, should be found out for
the implementation of Islamic Banking.

Lastly, I would like to say one thing. India has initiated various steps for resettlement and rehabilitation of the internally
displaced Tamils in Sri Lanka. We really appreciate the generous participation and contribution that the Indian Government
has made to the displaced Tamils in Sri Lanka. I would like to mention here a very important point. Tamils women, during
the war in 2009, were raped by the Army people. They were killed. Children were murdered in front of parents; wives were
raped in front of husbands; and parents were killed in front of children. They were murdered; they were killed; and they
were butchered by the Army people. By looking at this kind of human rights violation, the UN has planned to pass a
Resolution. What does the Resolution mean? It is not to imply sanction, the economic sanction against Sri Lanka. No. They
want to pass a Resolution to find out the factual events, to do a judicial inquiry.

For that purpose, even yesterday our hon. Minister of External Affairs Shri S.M. Krishnaji has given a statement saying very
clearly in line with the recommendations of the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) Report. The Sri
Lankan Defence authorities have appointed a court of inquiry to look into allegations of human rights violations as required
by the LLRC Report. That is all right. But India should explain or should indicate the strength. This resolution does not say
any kind of economic sanction against Sri Lanka. Even if it is found out the human rights violation, we should not hesitate to
support that kind of resolution. Now the simple resolution is to adopt and to apply a proper international judicial inquiry to
explore the factual events as to how the atrocities were committed or how the torture was committed on the innocent
Tamilians, innocent Tamilians. So, the Government of India should clearly say about the stand taken by it. Are we not going
to support at least even to do that kind of an inquiry for violation of human rights? Our Government of India should support
the Resolution of UN.

*SK. SAIDUL HAQUE (BARDHMAN-DURGAPURY): The President's Address is the official document of the government
policies containing details of various programmes and schemes. But I am disappointed to find that the address by the
President failed to spell out any concrete measure to overcome the challenge posed by price hike, unemployment, job loss,
illiteracy, miserable plight of the farmers, growing poverty etc.

When we are discussing on President's Address we see that as per the Human Development Index the position of our
country is gradually decreasing ranking down to 128 among 177 countries. We are proud to be Indian. But what is shame to
us is that even after 63 years of Independence, we have large number of hungry people in our country. More than 22 crores
people go to bed with empty stomach. According to World Hunger Index, our position is 66 out of 88 countries. We have
large number of poor living below the poverty line. Though President's Address mentions that Government likes to work to
remove poverty and implement Food Security but that Address does not reflect the political will of the Government to take
any positive step. There is no mention in the Address about the deprivation of vast majority of poor people who are not
getting food under Public Distribution System. There is no mention in the Address about the Government's failure of
redefining poverty line, thus wantonly depriving a majority section of people of getting food. We have large number of
illiterates. Almost 16.5 percent of the World Population live in India. But out of the total adult illiterate in the world almost
33 percent live in India. Nothing has been mentioned in the Address about how to tackle this problem. Government has
introduced Sakshar Bharat Programme, but all the districts have not been covered under the scheme and central fund
allocated is not upto the mark as needed. The Government talks about Right to Education Act, but that too does not reflect



the intention of the Government to implement it properly as because in President's Address there is no mention of spending
6 percent of GDP for Education. Rather, the way the Union Government is moving it is going to make commercialization of
Education by encouraging the private players in Education.

There is no mention in the Address about how to tackle the present agrarian crisis resulting in farmer's suicide. More than
70 percent of our population live in countryside. Most of them are Kisans. But what is the plight of the farmers? There plight
is miserable, more than 2 lakh 50 thousand farmers have committed suicide because of the anti-farmers, rather say, anti
people policies of the present UPA Government and also of the policies taken by NDA Government in the past. Even for lack
of remunerative price and for wrong procurement policy farmers are committing suicide in West Bengal where it has not
happened before. Nothing has been mentioned in the President's Address about the land reform programme. Now new
direction has been given for enhancing the irrigation facility and also supplying subsidized seeds and fertilizers to the
farmers. What is more deplorable is the government decision to decontrol the prices of fertilizers and nutrient based
subsidy scheme. As a result of the liberal economic policies followed by this Government the agrarian crisis has deepened.
Food grain production has declined and the indebtedness of the households has reached to an alarming position at 48.6

percent as per NSSO 59th Round Survey.

Had the farmers received remunerative prices, they would not have committed suicide in thousands under the burden of
debt. The Swaminathan Commission formula for remunerative price — that is — "Remunerative Price = Input Cost + 50
percent" should be followed for the farmers and the farmers should be given bank loan at the rate of 4 percent. But without
doing what damaging and dangerous move the government is going to implement is the Free Trade Agreement with E.U.
and Japan and other countries by allowing those countries for duty free export to India of agricultural and diary product. It
will make the farmers' plight more horrible.

The Government takes pride in NREGA, now named as Mahatma Gandhi NREGA. But Government has failed to provide 100
days work to all families for whom the scheme is meant. What is deplorable is that corruption is taking place in some parts
of the country in implementation of the programme. The Government should come forward with plans and programme for
the poor, particularly for the rural poor and the poor living in the Basti (slum dwellers) in the urban areas. There should be
no division as APL and BPL category because the criteria that Central Government has fixed up is so inaccurate and wrong
that it keeps many really deserving poor people out of the list of BPL category. In fact, there is no specific Arjun Sengupta
Committee, Saxena Committee or Tendulkar Committee have another. What is need of the time is to correct the Planning
Commission data and enhance the percentage of BPL family.

There is no mention in the Address about the failure of the Government to curb the unprecedented rise in prices of all
essential commodities. In fact, Government has failed to keep its promise to control price hike. To add fire to the fuel,
Government has recently increased the prices of Petroleum products, thereby causing further rise of price hike. I strongly
urge upon the Government to withdraw such hike of petroleum products. In addition to that, as a measure to control price
hike, Government should place a ban on forward trading of all agricultural products and stop commodity exchange.
Government should distribute 35 kg of foodgrains at the rate of Rs.2 per kg. to all BPL Families. But there is no mention in
the Address about ensuring availability of food at affordable prices to 77 percent of "AAM AADMI" whose daily income is
less than Rs.20.

Another important problem in our country is the question of unemployment. Nothing has been said about creation of new
jobs. What is of more concern is the issue of job loss. More than 40 lakhs workers have lost their jobs. Even Railway and
other departments are not filling their vacant posts. Government should take action on this.

There is no mention in the Address about the need to take effective steps about tackling the issue of global economic
recession affecting Indian industries causing loss of jobs to lakhs of workers and employees. There is no mention in the
Address about the fact that 95 percent of the 43 crore workers are unorganized workers who are not getting any benefit of
the Unorganised Workers Social Security Act, 2008 owing to the conditionality of BPL attached to the related social security
schemes listed in the Act.

There is no mention in the Address about the need to check illegal mining of various minerals in various parts of the
country.

There is no mention in the Address about the failure of the Government to curb the high level corruption.

The Address mentions the issue of black money but there is no mention about any concrete steps taken by the Government
to bring back the black money deposited in Swiss Bank to India and disclosure of the account holders.

There is no mention about the lack of sincerity and seriousness of the Government to tackle the Left Wing extremists in



various parts of the country and also no mention about how one political party who itself is member of coalition government
in center has supported the Maoist in the past to grab power.

Another important issue which President has not mentioned is the issue of implementation of the Ranganath Misra
Commission recommendation. The Union Government should immediately place the Action Taken Report in the House. In
West Bengal in 2012 the then Left Front Government had already taken some positive steps by announcing 10 percent
reservation for backward sections of the Muslim Community.

The President Address has not mentioned the issue of 33 percent female reservation. The matter is delayed though the
Government promised earlier to bring legislation in Lok Sabha after it was passed in Rajya Sabha. But that was not done. 1
strongly urge upon the Government that such legislation should be tabled in this current Budget Session.

Another important issue that has not been mentioned in the Address is the case of suicides committed by the Women
members of SHGs in the last few months in few States due to the humiliation faced and inability to repay the loans provided
by the Microfinance Companies.

There is no mention in the Address about lack of public investment in the health sector and making it at least 3 percent of
the GDP.

There is no mention how democracy is marred and human rights are violated in some parts of the country particularly in
West Bengal at the behest of ruling party there.

There is no mention in the Address about the need to take effective steps for strengthening the non-aligned movement and
also about the need to continue with the independent foreign policy of the country which has withstood the test of time.

*SHRI RAMEN DEKA (MANGALDOI): Hon'ble President's Speech has louded the performance of the U.PA. II
Government without touching the core issues. In reality, the performance of UPA-II is miserably low.

The price rise of the food items crippled the lives of 'Aam admi'. The Govt. failed to curb the price rise. The suicide of
farmers in different parts of the country shows the hollow claims of the Govt. The Govt. claims of 6.6 percent growth in
Agricultural sector with record production of 241.56 million tones of food grains during 2010-11, but due to wrong policies
of procurement & distribution agriculturists are suffering.

Government agencies are not procuring Rice & Jute in Assam which leads to distress sales. In my constituency in Darrang
District, Jute producers are facing financial crunch & private buyers are taking advantage as there is no support price.
There was firing on demonstrators of Jute producers which led to death of persons. The policy of procurement of
agricultural produce should be totally changed and support price must be given to the farmers to encourage agricultural
sector.

The Government emphasize to meet the challenges of five important points.

1.  Govt. will strive for livelihood security for the vast majority of our population and continue to work for removal,
hunger and literacy from our land but in contrast the programmes in these sectors are marred with corruption i.e.
in the MGNREGA.

2.  To achieve economic security through rapid and broad based development and creation of productive jobs for our
people but unemployment crippled the nation due to wrong policies. There are 25 lac registered unemployed
youth in my State Assam alone.

3.  To ensure energy security for our rapid growth but the development of energy sectors are also moving at snail's
pace.

4.  To realize our developmental goals without jeopardizing our ecological and environmental security but it can be
gauged in one example that the air pollution in our country is highest in the world. Ganga and Yamuna are still
polluted after spending crores of rupees.

5.  To guarantee our internal and external security but the terrorists attacks, growth of Muslim fundamentalist,
terrorist network across the border, financial help to the militant organizations by neighbouring countries



jeopardized our internal security. Government fails to curb the terrorists activities in the country. I am surprised
to note that in the context of external security, Government has not mentioned anything about China. Government
has failed to take any stringent measures to strengthen the country's international border. The international
border in North East is highly insecure. The international border in the Northern India is also vulnerable.

A portion of Assam was shown in China's official map. But Govt. of India is not taking any cognizance of it. There are
no worlds from External Affairs Ministry. The people of Assam are eager to know the stand of the Govt. in this matter
and hope 1962 will not be repeated.

There is no concrete proposal to uplift the backwardness of Assam. Government is exploring the possibilities only to
take up more inland water projects. Progress of the second bridge at Saraighat and East-West corridors is so slow that
the people of Assam are ashamed of it.

People of Assam expect that UPA-II will give more attention to increase road & rail connectivity.

In power sector also, the presidential address miss to address the agony of the people of Assam in context of Big dam,
particularly Lower Subansiri project.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. The House stands adjourned to meet again at 2.15 p.m.

13.05 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Fifteen Minutes

past Fourteen of the Clock.
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*SHRI K. SUGUMAR (POLLACHI): I am happy to be a part of motion of thanks on President's Address.

As many hon'ble Members expressed the view that the President's Address is a live tradition and this Address is always
supposed to be a bible and/or guiding factors for any incumbent government. Here what I am surprised to note that there
is no direction this address in which the government is intent to move. It is rather confusing me whether this government
thinks that its period is over or it is moving for a midterm poll as in this address I have noticed nothing constructive for the
government to act.

Today the country is confronted with many issues such as growing price rise, frequent upward revision of petroleum
products, external & internal threats, growing number of unemployed youths and widespread diseases across the nation
and incidents of farmers suicides. I expected that the government will pay more attention to agriculture as we intent to
achieve a growth of 4% in agriculture.

It is a fact which needs no elaboration that agriculture is our lifeline and the agriculture contribute to nation's GDP
immensely.

Agriculture has sustained our lives, but since long we have been ignoring them and not investing much towards the growth
of agriculture and/or farmers.

Today what we are coming across with news reports that every farmer is greatly affected. It is not only the paddy growers
were committing suicide or the wheat growers, but also all growers were committing suicide whether its potato growers or



ginger growers or the jute or cotton growers or coconut growers. The growers of coconut were demanding a minimum of
Support Price for Copra at Rs.70.00 per kg., whereas they are not getting it now.

It has been reported in the press recently that during the last 16 years more than 2.50 lakh farmers committed suicide.
When we compare 2009 and 2010, it is two-fold. Agriculture field has become a killing field. That is why a serious
deliberation is required on this issue.

The other day, I was interacting with a farmer from Rajasthan who cultivated potato. For sowing potato and for its
cultivation he has spent more that Rs.50,000 and his entire family was involved in the day-to-day farmers activities. The
crop was fine as he expected. But do you know what his condition is? If he sells his entire potato to anyone he may not

realize the 1/4th of the amount he invested. What to talk about the manpower he and his family put in for its cultivation.
So, this is the condition today the farming community is facing in all crops.

We can certainly come to the rescue of such farmers, if we make certain infrastructure such as cold storage and fixation of
minimum support price for all farming producer, etc. and these suicides can be minimized to certain extent.

It is not only the crop failure which leads to farmers omitting suicide, but there are certain other issues too, such as
non availability of credit, torture by the money lenders from whom the farmers take money for the purpose of arming in the
absence of govt. sponsored credit facility, and moreover non-availability of fertilizers also affect the farming activities and
the farmers were at the cross roads.

Another thing which I would like to bring to the kind attention of the Hon'ble Minister that the agriculture contributes to the
nation's GDP now below three per cent. But we had a plan to achieve a target of four per cent and it has been lagging
behind right from the Ninth Five Year Plan.

I would like to remind you again that if we are not putting much attention on our agricultural sector urgently, the day is not
too far that our self-sufficiency in food will be totally changed and like for other products, we will be depending on other
nations for our food needs as well. The results we achieved through Green Revolution will become a thing of past.

Therefore, I urge upon the Govt. to take appropriate steps in this regard.
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SHRI PRASANTA KUMAR MAJUMDAR (BALURGHAT): Respected Deputy-Speaker, I politely request you to allot me more
time to speak. Since I belong to a small party, I do not get sufficient time to speak.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please commence your speech.

*SHRI PRASANTA KUMAR MAJUMDAR (BALURGHAT): Respected Deputy Speaker Sir, I politely request you to allot me
some more time. We are members of a small party, that is why we don't get sufficient time to speak. The address of Her
Excellency President to the Joint Session of Parliament reflects the viewpoint of the Congress party. It is very surprising
that last year, the speech of Hon. President had only 67 paragraphs but this time, the lengthy speech had 106 paragraphs.
So the question arises, why such a long speech? I believe the reason is that the Congress party do not have any success
story to share with us. It seems the list of failures is long. There is a saying in Bengali like 'empty vessel sounds much'.
Therefore the speech had to be decorated with high-sounding words and adjectives while nothing substantial was found in
it.

We know that 70% of the people of the country depend on agriculture. In Para No. 31,32,33 it has been said that a lot has
been done by the Government for the farmers. It boasts of record production and continuous increase in MSP. Agricultural
credit has been increased by 27% than the target. But what is the reality? The reality is that if the farmers of our country
do not prosper, the economy can never develop. Now, in order to help the farmers, remunerative price should be paid. We
see that MSP increases, but simultaneously production cost also increases. There has been a hundred percent hike in the
costs of urea and other fertilizers. Thus agriculture has become a very costly proposition.

Subsidy is also being abolished gradually and in the near future it will be completely done away with. But if you look at USA
or Canada or other developed nations, you will find that they are giving more and more subsidy to the agricultural sector.
Why then in a poor country like India subsidies are being withdrawn? Moreover who are getting agricultural credit? Big
farmers, rich landholders are reaping the benefit of loans whereas the small, marginal farmers are deprived. They are
compelled to depend upon the village money lenders who charge high rate of interest.

On one hand they are not getting Minimum Support Price or remunerative price and on the other, they are being fleeced by
the middlemen. This leads to suicides of farmers. So is this the inclusive growth we are talking about? No, this is not.

For agricultural development, there is a need to improve the irrigation facilities. I hail from the northern part of West
Bengal. Earlier, in the entire eastern and north-eastern zone, Brahmaputra river and Teesta river used to play a vital role.
But 65 years have passed since independence. The irrigation facilities have deteriorated over the years. The Brahmaputra
river is gradually drying up. What will happen to the states of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh? The cultivation of the region
is suffering due to dearth of water. The same is the fate of West Bengal. There is no proper water sharing treaty of the
river Teesta. Almost 6 districts of North Bengal depend entirely on Teesta. Now it is being said that the river water will be
diverted to Bangladesh. I am not against sharing of water with Bangladesh because I want our relation with neighbouring
countries to improve. But under no circumstances, 48% or 52% water should be diverted to Bangladesh. If that happens,
then more than one crore people of 6 districts of North Bengal will die of starvation because agricultural activities will suffer
heavily. I request the Central Government, through you, Sir to consider this point. The Chief Minister of West Bengal must
be consulted before committing anything to anybody in this regard. Even the MPs or MLAs and other public representatives
must also be apprised of the developments.

Now I come to the issue of labour. The country has been divided into two parts — one of the haves and the other of the
have nots. There is a clear divide of rich and poor. As it was said that India has become a nation of the APL and BPL. Until
the liberalization policy is shunned by our policy makers, the people of the country will continue to suffer.

The labour laws are not being followed, the rules are being flouted and the workers are being deprived of their due. On 28t
February, an all India strike was organised by the labour unions of various political parties. They had given a call to restore
and implement the laws and to safeguard the rights of the labourers. Most of the profitable public sector companies are
being privatized as a result of which employees are losing their jobs. Contractual labourers are being hired and even those



people are not getting their wages. These issues must be addressed by the Government.

Most unfortunately, the powers in the hands of the states are being snatched away in the name of terrorism or in the name
of law and order. In the education sector also, everything is being privatized surreptitiously. This is actually an assault on
the federal structure of the country. Therefore, I demand that immediately the NCTC should be done away with as it is
infringing upon the rights of the states.

Above all, the six fertilisers companies of the country have been closed down. Those must be revived as soon as possible. I
reiterate the need to provide agricultural credit to the marginal farmers and strengthening the cooperative sector. Without
them, inclusive growth will never be possible.

The problem of black money is compounding. Huge amount of unaccounted money is stashed away in the foreign banks.
Only speeches will not do. Some concrete steps must be taken to recover the black money which, if brought back, can solve
the problems of the country and can even be used to fund the Five Year Plans of our nation. Look at China. It gained
independence around the same time India became free. But its progress is unimaginable while we are lagging far behind.
We must chalk out an effective policy to overcome the hurdles and only welfare measures are not enough. The neo-liberal
policies should be substituted with people — centric, visionary policies. Only then our country can prosper. With these
words, I thank all of you and conclude my speech.
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SHRI KHAGEN DAS (TRIPURA WEST): Thank you, Mr. Deputy —Speaker, Sir, while participating in the discussion on the
President's Address, at the outset, I would like to say that I am disappointed with the Address since hon. President has
mentioned in the beginning itself that the country is in turbulence due to international economic and political uncertainties
but in vain. Nothing has been mentioned how to overcome these hurdles.

I would like to raise some important issues and demand that the Government should ponder over them seriously.
Otherwise, the rift between the rich and poor, Bharat and India would be such that it goes out of the hands of the
Government and that would be anarchy in the country.

After 64 years of Independence, there are widespread hunger and malnutrition in the country. India continues to be home
to around 25 per cent of the world's hungry population; around one-third of the world's malnourished children live in India -
they are the future of the country; prevalence of malnutrition is significant higher among the children from SCs, STs, and
Muslim households. Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh has lamented the high levels of malnutrition - at a meeting in
Delhi - among the children in the country, and called a "national shame'. Was the Prime Minister not aware of all these
facts, all these years?

Many contrasting facts of life have come out in Census 2011. Only 46.9 per cent of the total 246.6 million households have
toilet facilities; of the rest, 3.2 per cent use public toilets; and 49.8 pe cent ease themselves in the open. Only 32 per cent
of the households use treated water for drinking; and 17 per cent still fetch drinking water from a source located more than
500 metres in rural areas; and 100 metres in urban areas. What has the Government to say on this? What about the
Government's assurance to aam aadmi?

The Address talks about skilled development but is silent about how the Government would address rapidly increasing
unemployment in the country? The rate of unemployed in India is growing by leaps and bounds. The NSSO has estimated
that unemployment rate rose exponentially in 2009-10 to 9.4 per cent from 2.8 per cent in 2007. Even among the employed,
only 16 per cent have a regular salary; 39 percent are casual labour; and 43 per cent are so-called self-employed. What
assurance has been given by the Congress (I) in their election manifesto in 2009?

I strongly demand that *Mahatma Gandhi Employment Guarantee Project' should be extended to urban poor. The workdays
under MGNREGA should be increased from 100 to 200 days and the wages be increased from Rs.100 to Rs.150.

Regional disparities have been continuing. Instead of minimizing it, disparities have been increasing by leaps and bounds.



North-Eastern States are categorized as " Special Category States' but they are the most sufferers. The Central Government
should not play with fire. The people of North Eastern States would not tolerate the long neglect and deprivation by the
Government of India.

15.00 hrs.

Tripura is facing serious financial difficulties due to the award of the 13th Finance Commission, which has failed to make a
realistic assessment of the committed liabilities on account of salary and pension. The democratic people of Tripura,
including employees and teachers, have been voicing their grievances against the deprivation of the Central Government.

To enable the State to meet the difficult situation created by the award of the 13th Finance Commission, I strongly demand
that the Government of India should consider the Special Economic Package as demanded by the State Government.

The Government of Tripura has submitted a proposal to the Planning Commission amounting to Rs. 440.16 crore to provide
sustainable livelihood opportunities to the forest dwellers who have been given land under the Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006. I would request the Government to sanction the
amount at the earliest.

The hon. Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh had declared that NH-44 would be converted into a 4-lane highway from
Churaibari to Agartala by July, 2012 and by late 2013, the remaining portion of NH-44 from Agartala to Suibroom would be
covered. It is unfortunate that though the 4-lane of NH-44 had been declared as a National Project in 2005, but in reality,
the ground works are yet to be started. I would request the Government to take appropriate steps in this respect at the
earliest.

Sir, more than 35,000 Reang refugees from Mizoram have been staying in Tripura for more than 12 years in refugee camps.
Several rounds of discussions have taken place at various levels but without any result. The Government of India should
take immediate steps to send back the refugees to Mizoram.

The hon. President has mentioned about illicit funds stashed in foreign banks and steps to be taken by the Government in
this regard. But I am given to understand that the Tax Information Exchange Agreements that our country enters into with
other countries would only get information from tax havens prospectively, not retrospectively. I demand that the
Government should clarify this position and take steps to get back black money already deposited illegally in foreign banks.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude.
SHRI KHAGEN DAS : Sir, I am just concluding.

Sir, the country is witnessing alarming atrocities on women, particularly the women belonging to SC and ST communities.
The Government must come out with an appropriate action plan to stop these inhuman atrocities.

Rampant human rights violations have been taking place in the country particularly in West Bengal. The Government of
India must step in and play an effective role to stop these human rights violations.
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SHRI R. DHRUVANARAYANA (CHAMRAJANAGAR): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to
participate in the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address.

First of all, I welcome the Address made by the hon. President of India and support the Motion of Thanks moved by Dr.
Girija Vyas.

15.04 hrs.
(Shri Francisco Cosme Sardinha in the Chair)

Sir, our UPA Government is implementing many very important pro-poor and pro-farmer schemes like Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, National Horticulture Mission, National Rural
Health Mission, Total Sanitation Programme, Mid-Day Meals Scheme, Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana, Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan etc. which will help the poorer sections of the people both in rural and urban areas of the country.

As regards agriculture, the hon. President has mentioned in her Address that the food production in the country during
2010-11 was 241.56 million tonnes.

Our vegetable and fruit production is 231 million tonnes; pulses 18 million tonnes; oil seeds 31.1 million tonnes. We
are self-sufficient in food production due to our farmers' contribution, especially, after the launch of Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana and National Horticulture Mission by our UPA Government. Under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana we are getting
seeds under subsidised rates and even agricultural implements like tractors, power tillers, sprinklers, etc.

Sir, we are concentrating on food production and at the same time we are giving Minimum Support Price for certain crops,
like paddy, wheat, etc. I would request the Government to extend the Minimum Support Price to all commodities. For
example, in my constituency the farmers are growing turmeric. The turmeric rate last year that the farmers got was Rs.
17,000 per quintal. Now, the present rate is Rs.3,500 per quintal. Last year the rate of onion we got was Rs.1,700, at
present the rate of onion is Rs.350 per quintal. So, I would request the Government to extend the Minimum Support Price
for all commodities.

Regarding seri-culture, in the last Budget, our hon. Finance Minister reduced the import duty of silk from 30 per cent to 5
per cent. Due to that reason, our Indian seri-culture farmers are suffering. Last year, our farmers got Rs.350 per kg. for silk
cocoon, this year, due to reduction in the duty from 30 per cent to 5 per cent, the present rate of silk cocoon is just Rs.120
to Rs.150. So, I would humbly request the hon. Finance Minister, when he presents the Budget tomorrow, to increase the
import duty on silk from 5 per cent to 30 per cent to safeguard the interest of our Indian seri-culture farmers.

Sir, a package of Rs.3,000 crore has already been given to weavers. As far as bank loans to agriculture is concerned,
smaller farmers are getting crop loan at the rate of six per cent interest. Sir, a larger segment of farming community avails



higher quantum of loans in view of the increased cost of input and labour. Secondly, the banks are charging floating rate of
interest for agricultural loans which is revised very frequently and this generally is on the increasing trend and is burdening
the farmers adversely. So, I would request the Government to reduce the interest amount on agricultural loans, especially,
to the small and marginal farmers.

As far as Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are concerned, the hon. President has mentioned in her Address that
under the Forest Dwellers Act 2006 about 12 lakh pattas were distributed to tribal persons. The tribal people want financial
assistance for the development of their land. So, I would request the Government, especially, the Department of Tribal
Affairs to extend loan facility, to those tribal people who have got pattas, through Scheduled Tribes Development
Corporation.

Finally, as you know, Sir, in the Eleventh Five Year Plan, our Government provided a sum of Rs.5,115 crore for tourism
sector; the percentage of utilisation is 99.23 per cent. I would request the Government to enhance the budgetary allocation
for tourism in the Twelfth Five Year Plan to about Rs.10,000 crore.

With these words, I am very much thankful to you for giving me this opportunity.

*SHRI JOSE K. MANI (KOTTAYAM): The solemn address delivered by the President of India on 12th March 2012
mirrors the agenda of the UPA Government for the coming year. More than a ritualistic exercise is spelling out the
Government's plans ahead for the year, the address has identified the areas on which the Government proposes to engage
itself in delivering what has been enunciated in the Common Minimum Programme that forms the anchor plank for
government action.

Considering the difficult phase the nation's economy is passing the address signals adequate measures to contain inflation
while not deviating from the growth trajectory. As an active player in the global economy we cannot remain insulated from
the global economic depression but we are pursuing an economic policy which works towards an inclusive growth and thus
substantial investment in core sector including agriculture, education and healthcare. All our flagship social welfare
programmes are still on track though facing financial constraints. The address envisions a turnaround in the coming months
when the newly presented budget will address thrust areas for economic growth.

During the last year the nation witnessed an unprecedented uproar against corruption in public offices, articulated by the
civil society. The government had spontaneously taken up the enactment of Lokpal Bill and other enabling legislations to
combat the menace of corruption in public offices. The enactment of Lokpal Bill, disrupted by a fragmented House is slated
to be pushed through in the current session. Though the intent of legislating such a historic Bill is indeed laudable, there
are areas that need to be strengthened through effective enforcement of existing statues and by granting autonomy to
investigative agencies coupled with time bound judicial dispensation.

On the lines of historic MGNREGA Programme providing minimum guaranteed employment to all able bodied rural citizens
the Government has on the anvil another empowering enactment aiming at food security which requires sustaining
agricultural production surplus. Given the constraints in attaining higher targets in agricultural production due to erratic
monsoons and rampant depletion of ground water sources, we need to spruce up the post harvest techniques and
streamline public distribution system. In the earlier years we had witnessed bumper crop production and stocks in FCI
warehouses were much beyond the buffer limits but the delivery system has been found wanting. It is therefore imperative
that we build up the storage capacity both for food grains and perishables like fruits and other horticultural/floricultural
products.

The address mentions a slew of measures the Government proposes to take to make agricultural credit to all vulnerable
sections of the farming community and also ensuring availability of vital inputs like seeds, fertilizers and pesticides.
Presently we lack an effective monitoring mechanism on disbursement of agricultural loans by lending institutions and
cooperatives whereby hapless farmers are exploited by unscrupulous money lenders operating in rural areas.

It is heartening to observe that the address mentions about the vigour and zeal with which the Government proposes to
address the problems of overseas Indians. The Government is committed to intervene in the repatriation of overseas
Indians affected by civil uprisings and for their safe passage back home including economic assistance for rehabilitation.

I would therefore commend that the motion be passed by this august House in gesture of appreciation.
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*SHRI N. KRISTAPPA (HINDUPUR): Thank you Chairman Sir, for giving me this opportunity to speak on Motion of Thanks on
President's Address. If we observe President's Address carefully, we find that it is in contrast to reality that is prevailing in
our country. In Andhra Pradesh, around 900 weavers committed suicide in last seven years and it is paining to know that
Central Government offered special package after these many suicides. It is good that Government woke up to this reality
but it has to be seen whether these funds would be properly utilised. There are around 1100 primary Weavers' Co-operative
Societies in our state. We expected that the Government would provide employment to these weavers, but no decisions
were taken in this direction. Instead, Rs.200 crore package was provided to APCO. We don't oppose special package to
APCO but we should think how it would benefit weavers? First, you should provide employment to weavers, stop them from
committing suicides and ensure market for selling their products. And then you strengthen APCO. If you don't take steps to
revive these Co-operative Societies, how you are going to benefit weavers?

Sir, in 1995, Handloom Reservation Act was enacted and this Act provides for manufacturing twelve varieties of fabrics on
handlooms only. But, this Act is being violated and fabrics manufactured on power looms in different states are being sold
in Andhra Pradesh. The Central Government should wake up to this reality and implement Handloom Reservation Act
effectively. To check suicides of weavers and to provide adequate employment to them, additional funds may be allocated
to our state.

Second issue is regarding Land reforms. In Andhra Pradesh around 3 lakh acres of land has been acquired for SEZs. We
don't know what happened to these

acquired lands but they were acquired forcibly from poor, SC's, ST's and minority communities. Today they are at cross
roads and when you are bringing a new Land Acquisition Act, how you are going to address injustice meted out to them?
This Government is answerable and should take responsibility. I demand the Government to provide additional



compensation for the land acquired in the name of SEZs iri the Iast'seven years. These provisions should' be included in the
proposed Land Acquisition Bill.

We don't oppose reservation quota for minorities. You may provide more

than 4.5% reservation. But it should not be provided at the cost of curtailing 27% reservation provided to OBC's. Please
retain 27% reservation for OBC's and provide additional reservation to minorities. I expect the Government to arrive at
right conclusion in this regard.

In Her Excellency President's Address, this Government claimed credit for successful elections in Jammu & Kashmir. We are
happy about this fact. There can be difficult situations in Jammu & Kashmir and you may take credit for conducting
elections there, but, I would like to know why elections for local bodies in Andhra Pradesh are not being held even though
the situation in Andhra Pradesh is conducive for such elections. As these local bodies expired their tenures special officers
were appointed to oversee programme implementation of State and Central Governments, which resulting in misuse of
Government funds. In such a situation, Central Government should intervene and conduct elections for local bodies to
ensure proper utilisation of funds for programme implementation.

There is ever growing demand for power. This Government claims that in next ten years, they are going to meet the power
demand. In Andhra Pradesh, farmers are using around 25 lakh pumpsets and districts like Anantapur are fully dependent on
pumpsets for irrigation. If the Government could provide at least seven hours of electricity to farmers properly, then, there
is a possibility that farmers can produce something. The State Government promised nine hours of electricity, but it could
not provide even 3 to 4 hours of electricity. Even during this duration the power supply is erratic.

During nine years regime of N.Chandra Babu Naidu additional 6000 MW electricity was generated to address low voltage
problem. I demand Central Government to provide additional power to address the problems of farming community.

Sir, there is a proposal to digitalise cable services by 2014. We welcome this proposal, but in a situation where we don't
have electricity for even 2 to 3 hours during day time, what is the use of digitalisation of cable services. If you can ensure
atleast six hours of electricity during day time through out the country, only then digitalisation of cable service would yield
benefits. It is ridiculous to think of digitalization when we are facing acute power shortage. I request the Government to
ponder over this issue. With these words, I conclude and thank you for giving me this opportunity.

*SHRIMATI POONAM VELJIBHAI JAT (KACHCHH): The speech of Hon'ble Shrimati Pratibha Devisingh Patil is away from
the real scenario of India. She has spoken about all goody things which are far away from the real picture of India. India is
facing the biggest problem of corruption at this time which has no place in the speech. The Lokpal Bill which has no
mention in her speech was not passed in the Rajya Sabha is still in doldrums in the parliament which is very important for
the people of India. She spoke about the wok of the Government and what the Government plans to do in the future but
there was no mention of any schemes form the Government for SC and ST people. There was no mention of 10% youth of
India are employed and a large number of unemployed people are there in India. Only running MNERGA will now solve the
problem of employment in India. But MNERGA also has a lot of corruption. She has not spoken about how Indian
Government will take steps about bringing back black money to India. There is a lot to be done on health sector. What
steps the Government will take on health sector and defence has not been taken up in the speech. The other biggest
problem for the Government is price rise but what steps will be taken up by the Government to bring down price rise of
petroleum products has not been spoken about because there is daily news in the media of prices rising. So, I thank the
speech has not dealt with the important problems of India in front of India right now.
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SHRIMATI JAYAPRADA (RAMPUR): Sir, thank you very much for giving me time.

I rise to participate in the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address. The speech has started with economic growth. It is
a fact that the economic growth has been reduced to seven per cent of GDP. Though several reasons have been cited for
the slow down of economy, global factor is shown as one of the reasons why there is a slow down. I think there is no time
for me to elaborate it in the same way. But the reasons have not been specified or explained or the step taken to increase
the growth rate has also not been cited.

The Government is claiming that there is a huge increase in agricultural production also. Everyday we are reading in the
newspapers of agitation that has been going on. Because of price rise, the poorest of the poor, the downtrodden people,
people below the BPL level are suffering. They are not getting anything. Even the farmers are suffering with their produce.
Today, they are struggling because the middle man is taking all the cream and cake. So, the farmer is not getting the price
of what he is producing. It is all happening because there is no control or governance. People have also started struggling
because the schemes are not reaching the downtrodden people. The Minimum Support Price has never been announced
timely. Adequate produce has also not been done fully.

Storage facilities, particularly at the village level, are not adequate from the Government side. What the farmers supply and
what necessary steps have to be taken by the Government, is also not happening. So, all these actions have led the
farmers' plight to a very, very sad situation. The Government has assured of food security. Food Security Bill is a dream Bill
which we have brought before the Parliament but I do not know when that is going to be processed and implemented.
Sanction for food security has been given. It has to reach the population. The Public Distribution System should be
revamped and made successful. In fact, more items have to be introduced in the PDS.

Sir, if we go, particularly, to the education sector, I am worried because the Government is saying that education is very
important and it has to reach the poorest people. ugI-fer=dl, amér @@l But if you see the inner face of the situation in the
villages, particularly if the students go to the banks for loans, no bank is willing to give loans. If you demand loans for giving



jobs to the students or their education, the students are not able to meet the demand of the banks. They are unable to
submit the papers because the norms are so difficult. Particularly, if I take the minorities, the banks are not entertaining
the names itself from minority communities.

Regarding reservation for minorities, particularly I want to underline that in the name of minorities, for vote bank only they
have given so much of schemes for the minorities. If you take the Sachar Commission also, we do not have any hope when
it is going to be implemented. The loan of minority students has to be waived off. Regarding loan facility from the bank or
support of the bank to the students, in reality the bank is not supporting the students, particularly from minorities. I urge
the Government that the norms have to be relaxed.

Recently, they have given loans, particularly for the students and also some schemes that they have given at the village
level. They are very vague and they are not able to reach them. Today also the small kids are doing mazdoor. They are not
going to the schools at all. They are going for work. So many children are not able to go to the schools because of poverty.
Both the mother and the father are not able to protect the children.

They are definitely not able to send them to schools. So, this is what it is happening. I want that this has to be supported
by the Government that every child should go to school. Otherwise, there is no life for the kids.

Sir, the other matter is regarding the senior citizens. I have seen that there is no mention for the senior citizens in the
whole speech. I want that they should support the senior citizens. The food and other essential items have to be provided
to the senior citizens. If you see at the pension given to them and if you go the rural level, you will find that accounts are
there in the banks, but there is no name. They erase the name and put in somebody's name. It happens particularly with
the senior citizens and they are not at all getting their pensions. This is what is happening. So, this abject poverty is
prevalent in the society.

There are many other points but I would mention them briefly, as I have very little time. I want to mention about the
welfare of workers. I want that welfare measure be taken for the bidi workers, handicraft workers, textile workers and car
shop workers. The knives of Rampur are very famous. You see the plight of the bidi workers who are everywhere in India -
they are in UP, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha. A bidi worker who prepares 100 bidis in one day, he gets only Rs.90 as wages.

I appeal to the Government that it may be increased to at least Rs.150. What they will do in Rs.100? A large number of bidi
workers are there in our country. They are doing it under an unorganised sector. This work is not given the status of an

industry. The workers are not getting any facilities of industry status.

I belong to the Bollywood; I belong to the film industry. The plight of the film industry is also similar. After a certain time,
even the Bollywood stars lose their glitter and nobody asks for them. They have an ounce. Sir, when Sushma Ji was the
Broadcasting Minister, that time she had declared the industry status for the film industry. The status has been given but
no facilities have been provided. Particularly, the light boys are coming under the unorganised sector. After lifting the lights
and all for the whole life when they have become old, they are not getting any pension. As I belong to that fraternity, I
want that my industry should grow. As the huge revenue is coming to the Government of India, I wish that it has to be
protected under the industry status.

Another thing I want to explain is about the farmers' plight. We call them Annadata. Annadata is giving so much food to us.
But today, he is suffering for fertilizers. No farmer is happy. He is suffering throughout all the seasons. He is only asking for
the fertilizers, but nobody is looking for it. Even the State Governments are not supporting them. So, I want that the full
protection should be given to the farmers also.

Sir, the other one is the Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Act. If you see it, no beneficiary is happy with it. I
want it to be improved. It should properly reach the poorest of the poor.

Sir, there is a lot of pollution. There are so much unhealthy things happening, but not a single State Government is ready to
stop them.

I would also like to mention my point here regarding the power sector. I represent the Rampur Constituency. It is a very
backward area. There are still virgin villages where there is no electricity and no connectivity. Sir, how will the people
sustain there?

After 64 years of Independence there is no power, even though we are in Uttar Pradesh. I appeal to the Government to
look into it. If there is power generation, people will come and industrialists can be entertained. Otherwise, no industrial
activity will take place. Everybody is using the youth; but youth does not have any support. There are no educational loans
for them even though in rural areas only they will come to vote during elections. They do not get energy or current.



I particularly feel for the weavers. There are a large number of people in the weavers' community. If you go to UP or
Andhra Pradesh, you will find that they are committing suicide. If you go to Benaras, weavers are weaving beautiful sarees.
We wear them and look so beautiful. But, if you see the inner side of the weavers, their plight is pathetic because they are
not able to get the support money that they are supposed to get. I appreciate that recently the Government has announced
some package for the weavers. I do not know when it is going to be implemented. I want to know that if weavers are not
there what will happen to this country. There is a large number of them. Exporters are entertaining them; they appreciate
the weavers' work. But our own people are not recognising the weavers.

3 531 I SAIel P 8 oidl ukell| 3 smu A smieT DAl § 3 T Jor Dl AaPRTT & e F ara wen arsdl g smu sdwse b I want to
underline the plight of Women's Bill. gorea1 ferer & e &t o a1 offy goroat et @t 37 feoaofl ar sad a2 3 aEA 3 aa &t a1 e
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U2, GeNotdcfl S ASD Astoll 3T & cllsil @Y sl A siia woradifad aiar 3 Linkage from village to village has to be done only by
the Pradhan Mantri Sadak Yojana. We are suffering for so many years, particularly in UP. I do not know about other States,

whether they are getting it or not. There is no money for the last one year, whether it is for Bihar or Uttar Pradesh or
Karnataka. If there is no money, they have to inform us. Otherwise, we will not be able to go back to our constituencies. At
least they should inform us as to when it is going to be adequate. 3=, sz sga sisfiz sweren 3| sAfere # Baon aedt § b a1 clei
Pl 3-¢-3 Sloidl A Sil SHeisr Ixolt 8, PR 3 vl Pl ast A Sid B2 3wl al, Ast & Afdee D1 AFael DAl g clfdbol Aat A S 3 cllol
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aa & This is not for the election purpose. This is the genuine pain that has to be seen. I appeal to the Government through
you to kindly support us so that we all can happily go to our constituencies and the people will respect us and we can
perform our duties in a better manner.

xoft gStor dierdt (ArSR)::: AaEIRRA Uiy Sit o1 SPINUT PR & DRI a sidt Msros, IrDR G if-siifer oI sfdreifs 3 za. cta
areft Sft of Sor 3 ORI PwIc? T B 9Rw3i/ et 6t of, 2q,dt.e. JDR P YRIRI 3 3T slia-s1d 3 SERIFEN Pbogl, $-F Pogl, Jshia el
Il Pogl, PIRIC Bd AISTl SUDWIL D FU 3 APR 8l W\ 3| PV 8] 91 fAfdreol Aol B ATRPI A DPIFADRI DI DD eIl Jol B
QR 8l 38 &) Y,Ul.u. IDR of G9I DI ol Pl 3D, IAUSPIR DI DR S Aecayul dlofel 16T &) AR e B fAERID od Ifd st
ud Yottt R oft Sor B 82 el & fore 3wt B9y

WDR IPIRIoHEA YR Astols oIl B2 28t 8| I 3ot 3 b ayeiivr Siqi 3 Rieivn carazen 3 Jer Bt wect srdgmar 3| IXDR GRI cIb], Bt a1
AISTeM3N P SIPTicel 3 512 IABeIdl Bictt 8| cifdbel FEHPRI b ufdetd Fapeil it SyEfior &iq) 31 918101 RIaeel Blell B Iatel b IIGT 3| &3 FPedl 3 it
R[ael 3 a8 JEhvr Siq I oft Slell anfdw cifdbor A syElivr Siq 9 Reiftt aga cuelir 3| ud Ben SR vd IR g BRigH "3RI B ALRIH
3 ¢lol TPl AP Ul A Adfe ol 8l Al afed Right to quality education ot erer 221 Stel 9D 3

IR Usk Soll 3 sreed JAde FefUd Dol P 0w YARRd &) 312 ISR 8iq D WS, SRAcHR Bel ARA-UID el uz B &) arsdR 3 ol e
dicbl 3 Glotl Heepl P i S[sTeol dIell AR waAYRA 3 3MTol diel Ul Al el el 4 36 38 a1uol RecigRI 3y o1dl Fiet ur 28 &) a=iiid fadelt
SIPIRDI DI ISR SRICER BIcll & #Ae=1 I Forpetol arel vol.wdl. 15 3 uftiar & 3l e &1 Dt A STt U2 umoc! 3| 3ol Sloil BIcll b oS Ascauvt
WRic Fecl, IR A IeMlol, F3ABICU JeUIGD SPl 4t Bol.wad. 15 & ulie &l 3l & sIsIR q SlaelR et Rrer] 9ff 33t ew &) sra-uifddiel
P L Tl It el I A 3ol el AR P 3P Bodor #ff 53ft AW forarRT o 8| A uod! A WRicol, RMUR R Yiiidel Y USol P ARl 3t
Aol oreIRe! @ srafden a1 28t 3,

NN

I, UL.U. IRDR GRI JICIRRRID ADbogd Brel PRI Aol ®l 3t PRIR dJollol B4 $ADI GRII BRI SI6 IAPIA AR 3| 3 32 IRSKT 8Ie] D Asiacd!
TSI, SRICHR fOreT B ICURRRRID! Bl HIST RP D6l Bl b SIciR fBret 3 JICuRRRI® It 24. 17 gfiiord uvd aser it & discel tarma
AT 9 SreUReAD 3IEt 25 giciont 3 31 glol B SIasl $3 AEcAYUI AMSoll I el olgt of Urft &) Jf SIoRkI ol dIgelI fb 531 Alsioll 3 uchat
Yo SICURRRID SIoRIRAI dlel f51cil I onfdieT ol B Yol 3 IGeld DD ARRID, ASIOD vd e Fu A UsS JICRRRID Sgcd & SIGi D
fdprt & fore it gferer sicuzizRIas Sorize arct el ot 331 <Aisiol 3 onfficT a3t b 3rer 8t dter gferord Storizein arcft darta AAfifer (sciie) o oft 51
ASTolT 3 oNf¥eT a0l bl Yraeliel fbu Siior &bt sTagIasdr 3

31 3ro[2tel Dol aIgel b uret ud 9fiders? @ 23R, uw. &I R Yl smuckIl 31 omfdiel fbw Siol bt S9! 8| Ul d ofidcrs? & DRUI YRE:
YR QU 363 3 et Dt werell wR f[Audla e usdr & ud BRI DRI 36 bl PR sieferazen ysufdd st &) el Bt waicll @l 1Rt ofwiel 8l a8l
8| urecl a 9lideiss @l 2.3, uw. & R Yreplics smusil 3 onfdier fiow Stiol derr yaniddl oI 3rplel, 3iicligite, Wi Seid 361 SMUGKI B 3oPU
BRI AT DA Sl DI YIaere] fhe SIot Pl 3Ta9rddr 3

ABBABH AcCUIeT of O, fopa o L, UL u. IRDR gRI 3R DI BiBIRID "AsIra aIill AT speiivr JseIR e Alson " 3 s de 1100 ods g#



Sl I Islot bRl ORI &) ARed 3 S AlSloll DI oIl i1 AP DI [ieT 281 &) 33 AlSloll 3 FeAGIRT SRAIAL P 3[eR~AR d6eld e Siel Bd {49 graerst
e Siror & siragermdr 3) gFalicdl, gramRl, AR Bl FAciIen Alslel A SIS Sliol Bl JMARIDBAT 3 dlid 3 ARCIY 3uoft uRFIR® e ot Sifda zza
A vd JGRIR 8t UT 3| Pog, YRR 3o DI Dl 3t RIaaR® Al U= eRIAC Pl STAYRIDI P 3olFU T6IR! SIlol DI JTARIDAI 3|

3 ABEIEH ITCUl St P IAMPPINUI U2 €6-IdIG YA I Aol DT BT 39N DI § [ JPR MBI 3 3119 Sfol & T PRIT DI ottt stifel
fpnfoaa @2 "cafl¥a asotlr Jemdeft fdwrt " & cig=r ot Wl B As=ieT A Yig w2t
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, please do not disturb. Please maintain silence.
oft JisrI forsuet & Jremmufer Sft, 3 smuh! A3w &t 5 Jar g
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record except what Shri Nirupam speaks.
(Interruptions) &€/
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MR. CHAIRMAN: No cross-talk please.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: No cross-talk please. Please maintain silence.
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T aidior 6 & &5 ad 2012 3 it P gora 3t et uct gt FAsif¥ct &b 2mer 2 3t omrft 3) suol arel &6l 3 pivfRt urct off saRySer 3 Jad
D2l 3l 3P ol 3 3ot AT 1ol BT YRIcal B2l AE 32 YSoI Dl I 59 ... (uaeier)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please stop this cross-talk.

...(Interruptions)
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, please maintain the decorum of the House.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: He has got every right to speak. Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Truth is bitter. Please sit down and let him talk.

...(Interruptions)
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SHRI K. BAPIRAJU (NARSAPURAM): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would request that the word 'proxy' be removed from the record.
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*SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): Hon. Chairman Sir, at the outset I would like to express my gratitude to
you for allowing each and every member adequate time to express their views. You are also listening to them very
graciously. Many of my colleagues have spoken before me. Usually I speak in English but this time I thought of speaking in
my mother-tongue whose origin is traced not to Sanskrit but to Pali language. Sir, you'll also have a feel of the language
and can taste its beauty.

I was listening to an erudite member Mr Inder Singh Naamdhari who was lamenting the fact that there is no coordination
between the Central Government and the various State Governments. We are emulating the US model of federalism are
trying to be a carbon copy of the same. But its quite clear that our heart & soul is not in it.

Sir, in the New York city of USA, the twin towers of World Trade Centre were destroyed due to terrorist attack. This had
attracted a lot of world's attention. Since then there has not been any more incidents of terrorism on American soil. On the
contray unfortunately in our country we keep on witnessing these kind of attacks on a regular basis. Extremism like
Maosim, Naxalism, different types of insurgency are on the rise. When terror attacks of any kind happens it destroys lives
and properties. Innocent lives are lost, people bear the brunt and suffer in helplessness. As for the reaction of the
Government, we only see a hapless Prime Minister or a Minister of Home Affairs appearing on the TV screen and expressing
regret. They look so helpless and placid that people have now stopped expecting anything from the Government. They feel
the Government is not with them. Government is too aloof to understand the woes of the common man, who loses life, limb
and livelihood.

As my senior colleague Mr Naamdhari was telling if a bridge has to be constructed, Government may sanction fund and
grant permission, but the work can not start unless the bosses in the jungle give a nod. This is the case in many states
dominated by the naxals and maoists. They call the shots and run a parallel administration while our Government is a mute
spectator. This is truly shameful. Sir I'm not talking about the Congress party only. So don't misunderstand me. Whoever is
in power, tries to hoodwink the nation but the people of this country are not stupid. They can see through things. Sir, all of
us know that in state assemblies also Governor Address the legislators on similar lines. Normally problems of the state
finds a mention in his speech. Sir I had listened to the President's Address way back in 1998 and 1999. Then from 2004
onwards for the last 9 years I have been listening to the President's Address. I must say Sir, this time the President's
Address not only disappointed us, but also brought in a shameful situation. It lacked, sincerity of purpose. There was no



genuine concern for the people. Rather a haphazard attempt to deceive the people by shut-out means. Announcement of
reservation for a section, laddu for some and jalebis for some other. But how long can you hoodwink the people with these
false promises? People rejected such offers and opted for development in stead. It we don't accept their truth we will push
our nation backwards.

Many a times the Central Government acts on its own in an autocratic manner. Lets take the Mineral Act for example. The
states which are mineral-rich, like Odisha, Chattisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar or Goa should have been consulted before the
framing of the Act. But the Central Government became so egoistic that it did not bother to know the views of those states
who will implement and translate the Act into reality. Sir, I'm not pointing fingers to any one side. Every side is equally
arrogant.

I would like to speak on and education. A colleague of mine Ms. Jayaprada mentioned about the problems. I sincerely thank
her. I feel she is the perfect example of an independent self-reliant woman, who made a name for herself in Bollywood and
now has carved a niche in politics as well. She has not achieved all this by seeking any reservation. We need more women
like her who will be truly self-reliant and build the India of the future.

Sir, coming back to education, I would like to say that in our country especially in rural areas education is in shambles. In
many places neither there is school building, nor teachers. Sometimes there are no books for the students. The mid-day
meal meant for students is of substandard quality. How will education survive then? This is the case in most states in India.

The Central Government can pass the Mineral Act on its own. It can decide to open NCTC on its own. Yet when it comes to
education they can not do anything. Now there is an announcement that the Central Government will provide 'Akash' tablet
(computer) to the students. Sir we too want our children to become educated and computer savvy. But is it not a little
unrealistic? Who will teach the students about the functioning of personal computer? We lack trained manpower to impart
knowledge.

Here the Central Government is not ready to take full responsibility and puts the blame on the states for non-
implementation of schemes. If the infrastructure is not there how can the schemes work?

With regard to the power sector to this Government made tall claims that nuclear power will fulfil all our energy needs etc.
But uptill now no white paper has been placed before this House to inform the nation about the progress in this regard. For
example what will be the quantum of power that will be generated in the next decade? Whether it will suffice the projected
requirement or not. Nobody knows as to how much power will be produced from Nuclear / Thermal / Hydro-Electrical
energy. We all are equally ignorant.

Sir the fact of the matter is dominance of bureaucracy. The officials who are occupying North Block and South Block are
calling the shots. They are the ones, who are laying down the rules and misguiding the nation.

Recently Hon. Leader of Opposition was mentioning about a high ranking bureaucrat who was ridiculing other State
Government officials by calling them stenos of Chief Ministers. Sir he may deny it. But I'm convinced that he has said it.
This shows the bureaucratic mindset.

Sir the party in power has lost the control over the bureaucrats. Similarly it will loose the reins of power too. As we know
from mythology nobody knew who was going to kill 'Kansa; till the very last day except God. Similarly God only knows who
will be the leader of this country. It will be a Naveen Patnaik or Mulayam Singh Yadav on somebody else. Only time will tell.

Now the time has come to take stock of things. The common man of this country is far more intelligent and perceptive. Lets
not under-estimate his judgement.

Sir, I have spent my life in writing and editing a newspaper. Mr. B.Mahtab is here. We continue to write. I can say that
whoever had written the speech of the President had done a poor job NCTC should not have been mentioned in the speech.
This is a direct attack on our federal structure. We all know about the erstwhile USSR. How it get divided into C.I.S. We
must learn from history and give the due respect to popular leaders from States Governments and consult Chief Minister on
vital issues.

Sir, the Railway Budget was presented yesterday. The Railway Minister mentioned that when Odisha and Karnataka
stopped export of Iron ore, Railway incurred looses. I do not know if he is Railway Minister today or not. But it's true that
you are acknowledging the vital role of Odisha and Karnataka is the field of revenue generation. The Central Government
earns so much because of our resources yet keeps us deprived from any facilities. This is very unfortunate. I want to
conclude by saying that 'NCTC' should be deleted from President's Address and the speech should be suitably amended.



MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude now.

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY : Sir, if I revert to English, then, maybe, I will get a few more minutes, but please let me
continue.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You may please pick up your important points.

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY : Sir, these are all my points. The points are manifold.

*SHRI. C. SIVASAMI (TIRUPPUR): Hon. Chairman, at the outset, let me thank you for the opportunity you have given me to
participate in this discussion on the motion of thanks to President for the address made in the joint sitting of the
Parliament.

Every year we have President's address and the discussion on it in the Parliament has become an annual feature. But
what is the use of it? On the streets of New Delhi we find shining cars on one side and on the other side we find cycle
rikshaw pullers pedaling hard with their paining limbs in order to feed themselves. We find people getting a hair-cut in Air-
conditioned hotels. We also find simple people under the trees seated in chairs with a mirror before them and having a hair-
cut a sight that can be seen even in North Avenue, the residential area meant for the Members of Parliament.

We find enough of opportunities indicated in this address for the affluent people to increase their riches. But at the
same time we do not find ample opportunities created for the poor to come up in life. I do not want to come in the way of
your enabling those who go by cars to go by planes. But I would like to ask whether adequate opportunities have been
evolved to enable a painstaking rikshaw puller to go by an auto-rikshaw.

Our Country has got many States. The Union government has got a bounden duty to treat all the States alike. I
would like to point out that Tamil Nadu is getting a step-motherly treatment. Tamil Nadu is faced with acute power
shortage due to the failure on the part of the previous regime. When we had requested the Centre to give additional power
supply, we did not get even a minimum response. At the same time we find the States like West Bengal get ample funds
from the central kitty. We do not oppose that we would rather welcome it provided we are also extended with the same
liberal release of funds to meet our essential needs. When we appreciate your kind gesture to other States we have to
point out disappointedly that our request to release funds has not been met at all. When we made a plea for additional
requirement of kerosene, not only you failed to heed but you also curtailed and brought down the quantity of the existed
quota.

Agriculture is the backbone of our economy. What have we done to improve the lot of the agriculturists and the
farming community? You have permitted the export of cotton on the plea that it would help the cotton growers. Do you
think the cotton growers are really benefited by this export of cotton? Not at all, only the cotton traders make the most of
it. Even for the cotton exported the subsidy is distributed only after a year. But unfortunately that subsidy amount does not
go to the farmers who grow cotton. Only the traders got the benefit intended for the agriculturists. This government does
not have any concern for the farmers. This government has taken upon itself as its duty the furtherance of those who are
already rich.

I represent the Tiruppur Lok Sabha Constituency. The industrial town Tiruppur known for knitting industry and the export of
knitted garments has been fetching rupees ten thousand crore worth of foreign exchange every year. I would like to ask of
this government whether you have spelt out any action plan to help save the interests of this knitting town that contributes
to our national wealth. I would like to know from this government what measures have been contemplated or implemented
to give a competitive edge to this industry which has to face a stiff competition with the neighbouring countries like
Pakistan, Bangladesh and China. Small entrepreneurs and the self-employed youth have been left to fend for themselves
and they do not get any encouragement or incentive from this government.



You have indicated our policy frame-work pertaining to our foreign relations. We have China as a threat at our
Northern border. As Pakistan is found to be too friendly with China, the threat to our security grows as a cause for concern
at our north-western borders. China that has made its presence felt in Katchatheevu in Sri Lanka is a threat to us and the
so called friendly nation Sri Lanka may also turn to be a foe to India. We have to be cautious with the Sinhalese of whom a
Sinhalese soldier tried to hit our former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi with the butt of his rifle. If we are not careful and if we
rely on them too much, they may belie our expectations. So, I urge upon the Union Government to take measures to get
back Katchatheevu islet.

I am also urging upon this government to take a definite stand in the ongoing meeting of UNHRC in Geneva. A
diplomat of Sri Lanka is reported to have made adverse comments against the submissions made yesterday by the
Members of Parliament in our Indian Parliament. This is highly condemnable and I urge upon the Government to convey the
same accordingly to the high commission officials of Sri Lanka. When this government cannot protect the democratic rights
of the MPs of this House how can they ensure the safe and security of the people of this Country?.

Our nation is faced with a crisis now. Petrol and Diesel prices are on the increase. When oil prices are soaring high,
what steps are being contemplated by this government to tap the alternative energy resources? We do not find any
concrete measure to improve the lot of the common man except the rampant corruption found from top to bottom. This
government brings about measures to make the rich richer. Urging upon this government to take suitable measures to help
the marginalized sections of this society and the economically depressed people, let me conclude.
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DR. THOKCHOM MEINYA (INNER MANIPUR): Mr. Chairman, Sir thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to
participate in the debate.

I rise to participate in the consideration of the Motion of Thanks for the Address which Her Excellency, Madam Rastrapatiji,
has been pleased to deliver to both the Houses of Parliament on the 12th March, 2012.

Sir, I would like to consider the Address in a holistic perspective. Let me first start with the issues that are of our
immediate concern like our economic growth, governance, black money, corruption, terrorism and, of course, international
relations. The Presidential Address did try to address all these issues in a very elaborate manner. We must thank Her
Excellency for the same.

Sir, in a developing country like ours where democracy is getting matured, the most basic issue is to empower its citizens.
How to do it is the crux of our entire endeavour. To me, it is a possible proposition.

Sir, please refer to Para 9 of the Address. I quote:

"The year 2012-2013 will mark the first year of the 12th Five Year Plan that sets the goal of faster, sustainable

and more inclusive growth'. The Approach Paper sets a target growth rate of nine per cent for the 12t Plan
period with four per cent growth for the agriculture sector."



Sir, in Para 10 of the Address, Madam President has outlined five important challenges that this country faces today: to
strive for livelihood security, to achieve economic security, to ensure energy security, to realize our development goals
without jeopardizing our ecology and environmental security and to guarantee our internal and external security.

This speaks of everything. It speaks of national character which every one of us should try to have in order to achieve our
national aspirations.

The present UPA Government, under the leadership of the Prime Minister and the UPA Chairperson, has been able to
conduct itself very successfully in this direction through our National Flagship Programmes and various Welfare Schemes
like Mahatma Gandhi NREGA, Right to Information Act and right to Education Act to mention a few. For this, we have to
take decisive strides towards reaching these goals. The road is long, but our journey is in progress.

I, very respectfully, urge upon all the hon. Members in this august House to extend their fullest cooperation to this
endeavour.

The second important issue I want to raise is about the rising prices of essential commodities. It is the fervent hope of
every one of us that the prices of essential commodities get stabilized immediately. However, all of us are aware of the fact
that considering the size of the country and her population size, it is but natural that the demands are more while the
supply is limited.

This theory of demand-supply is, to a large extent, responsible for the price rise. But we cannot leave it here. Our subsidy
regime is still on. We have tried it. Today, our Government is exactly doing it. I am confident that with all these Flagship
Programmes and the Centrally-Sponsored Schemes, with all the welfare measures of the UPA Government, we have
certainly come over. Now, the price is almost stabilised.

Another successful thing which we want do is the delivery mechanism. It is very very import in a country like ours. Here, I
would like to mention about the combination of the responsibilities of the Federal Governments — the State Governments
and the Union Government. I am afraid, the transparency in the governance is still lacking in many parts of the Federal
Governments. This scheme — whatever good one - and these Centrally-Sponsored Schemes and the other programmes
require to be judiciously and holistically implemented. So, they also require the leadership and the guidance of the Union
Government. At the same time, we have to ensure that these schemes reach the people for whom they are intended.

Next, I would like to make a reference to the issue of terrorism in the country and abroad, which is nevertheless an issue
both National and International. Terrorism, as I do always understand, is a war against humanity. The "zero tolerance
policy" of our Government has to be practised in its fullest meaning both in spirit and in action. Civilizations grew on the
lives of millions and that the saying "the King can do no wrong" do remain and has been the greatest tragedy of mankind.
We, who practise democracy, should think together and work together for a better world so that our children enjoy the fruit
of their birth and live happily. Together we must be able to give our children a better tomorrow.

Lastly, I would like to mention about our independent foreign policy which remained intact. Some of the hon. Members from
the other side do not agree with us but I beg to differ from them. Our independent foreign policy is intact. Our relations
with the neighbouring countries like Bhutan, Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka continue to grow from strength to
strength and particularly relations with Myanmar through our Look-East Policy are really still improving.

Before I conclude, I would like to refer to one of the references made by one hon. Member from the other side. This is
regarding the results of the last Assembly election of my State Manipur....( Interruptions) 1 am very sorry for him. Their
Party could not open an account there. Even then, the Congress Party managed to get 70 per cent seats in the election —
42 out of 60 seats. I will give you a brief reason for that. This, of course, is not my job but I will do it. Our Party is very
close to the people. They are working in the State. Our Party has been organizing awareness programmes of all the
Flagship Programmes and the Centrally-Sponsored Schemes throughout the year. Because we are an insurgency-prone
State, we do work well before election. It has to work all through the year — 24 x 7 hours. So, this has been possible
because our Party is providing a stable Government in the State for the last more than a decade. We are the only Party
which can give a Government that delivers.

Finally, Sir, I wholeheartedly support the Motion as moved by the hon. Member Dr. Girija Was and as seconded by Dr.
Shashi Tharoor and request all the Members present in this august House to support this Motion and pass it unanimously.



*SHRI S.S. RAMASUBBU (TIRUNELVELI): I am thankful to get this opportunity to participate in the Motion of Thanks to the
address by the President of India to Parliament.

Even amidst of financial crunch in global level, our economy grew at a remarkable rate of 7% this year. Many number
of countries whether it is developed or under-developed, they are suffering to rehabilitate from crisis. Even then our
economy is in progressive rate.

Our Government has introduced a large number of bills for the development of our economy. The historical bills Right
to Education, Right to Information, Right to Food and also the Lokpal are the bills which are crucial and important bills
introduced by our Government. No party and government in the history of India took such a bold step to introduce such
bills. It is the great achievement of UPA Government.

Our Prime Minister, our Finance Minister and our Chair Person Soniaji, our Home Minister and also our Cabinet
Ministers are very able. The ability of their administration is appreciated and tributed all over the world.

Against Ministers who are facing corruption charges and action is taken without any mercy, even though they are the
part of the ruling government. But the NDA Government or any other State Government which are supported by BJP were
not ready to remove their corrupt persons since they are the staunch followers of BIP or supporters of it.

Whoever it may be our UPA Government take bold steps to punish the culprit.

The MGNREGA work scheme is creating enormous employment opportunities to the rural unemployed people. The
implementation is prevailing under the control of State Governments. There are some failures of this scheme in some
States which is due to the lack of proper monitoring of local bodies. A monitoring body should be formulated by appointing a
person from each village by getting the recommendations from the local MP. The MGNREGA workers should also be utilized
for the agriculture purpose.

The private agriculturist can contribute a small amount in addition to the Government payment. It will be helping
both agriculturalists and employees. It will also augment the agricultural production.

The agriculture products should be given minimum support price. The agriculture and the agriculturalists must be
protected. The Government take various steps to improve the agriculture and the agricultural people. Any how, sometimes
the agricultural production is suffered due to natural calamity and drought.

In my area, there is frequent damage to the banana cultivation. It is a cash crop. 10 days back there was heavy
damage for the matured banana plants due to the unexpected 'whirl wind' attacked in the field of agriculture. More than 3
lakhs bananas are demolished. But there is no provision of compensation from the Central Government for the damage
which are acquired due to 'whirl wind'. I request in this occasion to our Hon'ble Prime Minister to take into account the
'whirl wind' also under the head of "Natural Calamity" and also provide compensation for the agricultural damage.

Power is an essential thing for the development of our economy. The Koodankulam project is in completed stage of
generation of power up to 2000 MW of two units.

More than 99% people are welcoming this project and they are in eager and expectation of power production within
a short duration of time.

Both the Central and the State Governments should take immediate action against those who are misleading the
people in this village area by creating panic and apprehensions.

Education Law is an important and helpful scheme for the rural backward and Scheduled Castes students who are
able to get the assistance and higher education.



But now-a-days many banks are hesitating to lend education loan. They themselves fix their norms and restriction to
lend the loans. Even they fix the mark eligibility. The Educational Institutions are admitting the students by verifying the
eligibility marks during their admission. Once the education institutions admitted them, why the banks are taking into
account of separate eligibility criteria for loan provision. Our Central Government should give the directions to the banking
institutions to give education loans without insisting any criteria.

The river sands are smuggled by the Mafia groups. They are playing active role by getting the support of local
Governments. The river sands scarcity in many States are inhabiting the construction work of our country. Our river sands
are exported to some countries. It should be stopped to reduce the abnormal price of sand dramatically. The river sand
smuggling would gradually reduce the availability of river water.

Even though there are some small problems prevailing in our economy, we have achieved a lot in our UPA
Government.

*SHRI VIRENDER KASHYAP (SHIMLA): I have stood up to support the President address on this budget session in
which HE the President has given her guidelines to the Govt. Here I want to bring out my suggestion and demands which
the Government should look into and redress them in the days to come though H.E. the President has spoken on all matters
but here I would like to touch some of the issues which, I feel are more important from my point of view.

In the President address it has been mentioned that National Commission for Higher Education is being constituted to set
up the road map for the future and National Mission for Teachers aimed at improving education and faculty development is
being launched. it is a matter of great concern that since Independence we have never been serious about the education,
its standardization and imparting a moral education to our future society in the form of students & youths. Due to the lack
of will power whichever Govt. come to power in the centre except few years of NDA Govt. headed by Sh. Atal Bihari
Vajpayee who has launched the "Sarva Siksha Abhiyan" under which we have been in a position to provide better education
facilities to students at primary & secondary level as well. The Government should think of increasing budget on education
at least to 6% when we shall be in the position to provide good and quality education to our generation which is the basic
need in this competitive age. The Government should also try to narrow the gap of poor and rich people. it is the matter of
happiness that we have increased our literacy rate, but the quality education is not being provided due to fact that we have
shortage of qualified teachers. The contractual system should be discouraged in education so as to give quality education.
The private institutions in education should be regulated so as to discourage commercialized education.

It has been noticed that the poor parents of meritorious students are not in a position to get higher education. The fewer
students who get the Education Loan after completion of Multi factorial formalities have to pay double or more money back
due to higher rate of interest. The Govt. should plan out interest free loan to all the poor students for their Higher
education.

So far as the MGNREGA scheme is concerned, I would like to draw the Govvernemnt's attention about the plight of the
people in the rural areas. The MGNREGA has no doubt provided employment to the unemployed but, it should be in the
mind of the Govt. that this scheme has given place to corruption at lower level. This should be checked. I would like to
suggest the Govt. the following things w.r.t. MGNREGA Schemes.

1)  The daily wages of the labour should be raised to Rs.200/-
2)  The yearly days should be raised to 200 from 100 days.

3) The ratio of the material and labour should be 40:60 (i.e. reversed) in the Hilly Areas keeping in view the hard
conditions.

4)  The activities such as the construction of Pucca Path and employment for the protection of farmers crops from
wild animals and the jungle from fire, should be introduced in the MGNREGA scheme.

In agriculture sector, no doubt the Govt. is speaking volumes, but the results are not encouraging as the farmers plight has
worsened due to wrong policies of the central Govt. as is clear from the plight that the Kisans are committing suicides and
they are compelled for crop Holidays etc. In this regard, I would like to stress upon the Central Govt. that this sector should



be given maximum economic benefit on the pattern of the industries, loans@1% should be provided to all the Kisans so as
to increase production in Agricultural fields.

The President address speaks "My Govt. is committed to the development of the weak and vulnerable sections of society.
We will make major amendments to the Child labour (Prohibitions & Regulation) Act to prohibit employment of children
under 14 years of age. Their place is in schools and not at the workplace.

In this regard, I would like to bring to the notice of the Govt. that the definitions of the weak and vulnerable should be
expanded and the most vulnerable section — Kinners & eunuchs should be brought under this. Because it has been notice
that this section is not being treated as part of society, what to talk about, these people are even thrown out of their
houses where they take birth even their parents don't accept them. The Govt. has also not taken care of this section of
society. I therefore appeal upon the Union Govt. to bring out a special legislation on Eunuchs so as to make them valuable
part of the society and redress their social problems.

Due to the malnutrition, the country is facing a big challenge. In the past all the schemes for giving better nutrition has not
achieved the expected results. The Government should pay more attention towards this and bring out a programme to
better nutrition food to all the children and the women within five years. The scheme started by the Govt. under the name
"Janani Suraksha Yojana" — the funds should be doubled as the present remuneration for delivery in Hospital is being paid
@ Rs.700/- in rural area and Rs.600/- in urban areas which is not sufficient.

The Govt. should formulate a policy to regulate the Private hospital where the treatment has become very costly and the
poor people can never go for treatment, even the middle class persons can't think of getting treatment in the private
hospitals. The Govt. should fix up at least treatment of 50% poor people as mandatory in the private institutions otherwise
their license be cancelled. The salaries of the Doctors and paramedical staff should be regulated in the Government and
private Hospitals as it has been seen that Govt. experienced doctors & other staff leaves the Govt. Institutions for better
salaries paid by the Private institutions which definitely harm the Govt. institutions.
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*SHRI O.S. MANIAN (MAYILADUTHURAI):Mr. Chairman Sir, Vanakkam. Commencing this session of the fifteenth Lok Sabha
convened to present the budget for the year 2012-13, H.E the President of India addressed the Members of both the Houses of
Parliament in its joint sitting and now this House is ceased of discussing the Motion of thanks to the President. I am happy to
record my views in this discussion while participating on behalf of A.I.A.D.M.K.



India is a highly and thickly populated country. It has a vast land mass and a very big ocean and a very large
mountainous area. It has plenty of natural resources. Even after 64 years of independence we are yet to achieve and meet
with many things. Development and lack of development are found by the side of one another. This vast difference is like a
high mountain and deep sea.

We are ceaselessly struggling still to attain economic prosperity with education, health, drinking water, electricity,
food, clothing, shelter and job opportunities to all. The nation's development is curtailed by black money, hoarding and
corruption. The former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, M.G. Ramachandran alias M.G.R. had sung in one of his movies that
even when attempts are on to curb pilferages with legislations, swindling can be stemmed only by the change of heart in
the swindlers.

Both the internal and external security is in danger now. Extremism and insurgency, in whatever form they come,
must be nipped in the bud. We can ensure a new era for our nation by way of channelising the youth power by way of
leading them in the right path and by creating job opportunities and encouraging self-employment.

Crime rate is on the increase. Those who repeat the crimes are becoming hardened criminals and jail birds. It is also
saddening to note that among those who resort to criminal activities we find youth. We must evolve steps to arrest this
trend.

The plight of farmers are worsening. River water disputes, power shortage, acute increase in the price of fertilizers,
natural disasters, vagaries of weather and monsoon failures, non availability of minimum support price affect the farmers
and we must find suitable solution. It is disheartening that farmers' suicides are on the increase. We must put an end to
this situation.

Weavers are also facing a lot of problems. Handloom weaving is at the verge of extinction. There is a long pending
demand to waive the co-operative loans in the handloom sector. The Centre is merely extending lip service and no
announcement is made a reality and the loan waiver is still eluding. The shortage of silk yarn is a problem yet to be
addressed to. The price of jaari is also increasing steadily. There is no fair price control mechanism. Power loom is
competing with handloom and edging it out. This creates hardships to the handloom weavers. I urge upon the Centre to
evolve a viable policy to protect the handloom weavers.

The living conditions of the poor fishermen remain uncertain. They do not have social security cover. Even if they
unknowingly stray into the maritime boundary lines in the high seas they are being brutally attacked and killed. The
international laws prescribe that such men must only be arrested and tried in the courts of law. This is the global practice.
But unfortunately the Sri Lankan security forces shoot at sight the Indian fishermen from Tamil Nadu. They are brutally
attacked. Their boats are capsized. They are push into the waters. They take over their properties and leave them naked in
the mid seas. These atrocities go on unabated. I urge upon the Centre through this august House that we must find a way
out and a lasting solution to put an end to this.

Hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Puratchi Thalaivi J. Jayalalitha made a request to the Prime Minister of India both
in person and through letters to release thousand megawatt electricity for Tamil Nadu from the National Grid and an
additional quota of kerosene for the poor people in Tamil Nadu to be distributed through the public distribution system and
also a special package to overcome the financial crunch faced by Tamil Nadu. Unfortunately, no reply has been received as
yet. I urge upon the Union Government and the Prime Minister to take a positive view and consider the request of Tamil
Nadu.

The war crimes against the Tamil people of Sri Lanka and the violation of human rights and the brutal killings of
thousands of Tamils are being condemned by the entire world community. I do not know why our Union Government and
our Prime Minister are not able to accept the fact that human rights violations have taken place there. I can't understand
their denial mode. The resolution moved by the US before UNHRC in Geneva must be supported by India. I urge upon the
Union Government to vote in favour of resolution.

We have floods on one side drought on the other side one and the same time. The relief measures are taken up by the Centre.
This is high time we arrive at a decision to go in for linking of inter-state rivers. Already the Supreme Court of India has
intervened in this regard but still there is no response and solution in sight from the Government. I urge upon the Union
Government to go for a positive decision in this regard.

India is now emerging as a power competing with other countries of the world. India can now compete with other
countries with our arms strength too. We are not inferior to any one when it comes to intelligence, talent and skills. When
the developed world was facing economic recession, India's economy was not greatly affected. When we have made a



mark like that it is imperative on our part to overcome poverty, wipe-out diseases and put an end to extremism both from
across the border and from within. We must make special efforts to improve the lot of every individual. With this, I
conclude, thank you.

*SHRI P. KUMAR (TIRUCHIRAPPALLI): This annual feature of the President's Address and the discussion on it are
continuing. This is mainly to showcase the policies evolved and their implementation by the Government. I would like to
point out that this Address for this year do not have any constructive plan to improve the lot of our agriculturists or the
textile sector or the educated unemployed. The Government must come forward to ensure smooth supply of fertilizers at a
subsidized rate at the time when the agriculturists are not getting remunerative price for their produce. Making a claim that
you are helping the cotton-growers, you are permitting export of cotton. The ground realities are different. it is not the
cotton-growers but only the middlemen would be benefited by this decision of the Government to allow cotton export. it is
only the cotton traders who are to reap the benefit. This will affect our textile sector. Our workers in the textile sector and
the agriculturists growing cotton would be benefited only when we use cotton to spin yarn and weave cloth and make
garments and then export. This alone can bring prosperity in the lives of our people in the textile sector. Like big fishes
gobble small fishes, big industries finish off small industrial units. Our Centre Government appears to work for the big
industrialists as their representative. This affects the small scale sector.

It is also to be pointed out that our educated unemployed have not been given any incentive scheme to go for self
employment. No concrete measure has been spelt out to root out corruption in the system that is there from top to bottom.

Ours is a country with people speaking different languages. Though we live with unity in diversity, there is an impending
danger that states may have disputes with another to share river waters. This problem can be resolved once and for all
only by way of linking the rivers of the country. With this we can pep up agriculture. Unfortunately, no such special plans
have been contemplated in this Address.

Tamil Nadu is one of the states of the Indian Union. Unfortunately, Tamil Nadu is being neglected by the Centre. Hon'ble
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu J. Jayalalitha had impressed upon the Prime Minister to provide additional power supply,
additional funds, additional kerosene release and a special package for rehabilitating the 'Tane' affected people of Tamil
Nadu. As such no fund is forthcoming from the Centre, this only shows that Tamil Nadu is being continuously ignored by the
Centre. The step motherly treatment meted out to Tamil Nadu by the Central Government is condemnable.

In order to improve relations with several countries many views have been expressed. We may have to keenly observe the
actions of the neighbouring China. We must not forget that the threat from China in our Northern borders is real. At our
West too, there is threat perception because of the ever increasing ties between China and Pakistan. We must also bear in
mind the fact that China is getting closer to Sri Lanka and it may result in Sri Lanka turning against India in future through it
shows out to be a friendly country as of now.

We must skeptically watch the news reports that China is establishing its presence in Katchatheevu which may endanger
our interests in a big way in the future. This gives rise to a doubt whether Sri Lanka is friendly country of ours or not.
Hence, I urge upon the Union Government to take appropriate steps to get back Katchatheevu. We must initiate suitable
action against the Sri Lankan Government that has committed war crimes against the innocent Sri Lankan Tamils
massacring them in a heartless manner. So, India must support the resolution against Sri Lanka moved in Geneva in the UN
Human Rights Body.

Urging upon the Union Government to shed its step motherly attitude and extend adequate power supply and funds for the
advancement of Tamil Nadu.



SHRI N. PEETHAMBARA KURUP (KOLLAM): Respected Chairman, thank you for giving me an opportunity to participation in
this Motion of Thanks on the President's Address to both the Houses of Parliament assembled together on 12th March 2012.

Sir, the UPA Government, under the excellent leadership of UPA Chairperson, Shrimati Sonia Gandhi and the hon. Prime
Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, have successfully entered into the second half of its regime of Fifteenth Lok Sabha.

It gives me immense privilege and honour to state that in spite of turbulence and uncertainties in the world economy, our
economy grew at a robust rate of 8.4 per cent during 2010-11. Our Government is confident to give a high growth rate of 8
to 9 per cent for the country. Our Government has been successful in introducing important Bills such as the Public Interest
Disclosure and Protection of Persons Making the Disclosure Bill, the Prevention of Bribery of Foreign Public Officials and
Officials of Public Bill, the Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill, and the Lokpal Bill. India has also ratified the United
Nations Convention against Corruption. Our Government is committed to strive for the five important challenges such as
livelihood security for the people; to achieve economic security through rapid and broad-based development and creation of
productive jobs for our people; to ensure energy security; to realize ecological and environmental security; and to
guarantee internal and external security for a secular and inclusive democracy.

I would like to thank the UPA Government which aims to provide skill training to 85 lakh people during 2012-13 and 800

lakh people during the 12th Plan. The Government proposes to set up 1500 new Industrial Training Institutes and 5000 Skill
Development Centres under Public Private Partnership at an estimated cost of Rs. 13,000 crore.

The flagship programmes like the National Rural Health Mission, the Janani Suraksha Yojana, Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana, Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme have helped to give health care, all-round development, setting up infrastructure facilities, and employment
opportunities to millions of people. Since inception of MGNREGA, about 1100 crore man-days of employment has been
generated and nearly Rs. 1,48,000 crore has been spent. The National Rural Livelihood Mission has helped to enable poor
rural households to access employment opportunities on a sustainable basis. The National Food Security Bill passed by the
Government will provide statutory framework for assuring food security.

In the area of internal security, our Government has launched a number of measures towards development of areas
affected by Naxalism. The Integrated Action Plan with an outlay of Rs. 3,300 crore in the last two years has brought
development to the villages in the most backward and violence affected districts of the country.

For further ensuring welfare of the handloom weavers, our Government recently announced a financial package of Rs. 3884
crore for waiver of loans of handloom weavers and their societies. A comprehensive package of Rs. 2362 crore has also
been announced for providing cheap credit and subsidized yarn to weavers.

Sir, I would like to request the Government to consider some points with regard to my State Kerala. Kerala is the top
producer of rubber in the country. A Rubber Park should be developed in Kollam, Punalur to boost the production and use of
rubber. A financial assistance package should be announced for the cashew workers in Kerala. Kerala is the cashew capital.
More than three lakh women are working in that area.

A comprehensive law should be enacted to protect the lives of the fishermen who are subjected to killings, attacks and
hardships in the sea.

Recently, you may have come to know from the news that a ship came up to the shore of Kerala especially Eastern
Alappuzha area; started shooting; and killed a few poor fishermen.

The financial package announced earlier for the development of Kuttanad in Kerala should be implemented urgently.
The interest of educational loans given to students may be waived off in the case of families who are in deep debt.

More rice and wheat should be allotted to Kerala as the Public Distribution System is very strong and transparent there.



An IIT should be set up in Kerala. There is news about that.

A hospital equivalent to the standard of AIIMS should be set-up in Kerala. Two more CGHS centres should be opened in
Kerala for the benefit of serving and retired Central Government employees of Kerala.

The facilities under the National Rural Health Mission should be extended to Kerala by modifying the rules even though the
State has progressed in social health index.

A housing programme should be implemented by the Government of India for the poor widows of the nation.

Sir, I extend my thanks for the opportunity given me to present these things.

SHRI PREM DAS RAI (SIKKIM): Thank you, Chairman, Sir. I rise to give my comments on the Address of the President of
India to Parliament and in so doing, I support the Address.

I would like to dwell on two or three aspects. One of them is the entire issue of the digital connectivity. Now, the
Government has brought in digital connectivity but insofar as the North-East Region is concerned, I must admit that there
is a clear deficit which is being obtained at this particular moment.

Chairman, Sir, I would like to place on record that even though the regions are hilly; that they are far-flung; that the
habitations are sparse; there is a need to ensure speedy connectivity so that many of these regions are connected. I will
give you one example. Recently I was in Nagaland, just before the start of the Session. I happened to meet some very
interesting intellectuals of that area, some people who are from the Myanmar border, and to my utter horror I find that the
young people of the area do not know whether they are with the Government of India, with the sovereign nation of India or
with Myanmar. The entire area is without administrative or any form of administration of the Government of India. There
are plenty of young people out there who do not seem to have any form of relationship with our country and that poses a
serious issue.

Even though we do claim that the North-East, the issues of insurgency, the issues of internal security have improved and
rightly so but, I think, there is need for the Government of India to ensure that there is a way to reach-out to these far-
flung areas. I do not see a better way than through digital connectivity.

In the issue of livelihood, again, I would like to take you back that I went there to talk to some of the young people of that
region. I was amazed to see two things. First, that the Chief Minister Mr. Rio of Nagaland has actually given NGO money of
Rs. 1.5 crore to be distributed as loan to young people to set-up their businesses.

Now, this to my mind is a complete issue of banks not lending. When I enquired, I found that the CD ratio of Nagaland is
actually hovering around 30. In my own home State, the CD ratio is in the region of about 35. So, this brings us to the
whole issue that in the entire North-East why the banks are not able to reach out to the population.

We find that because of legacy, because of the past, young people today — we do not understand them — are now much
more ahead, and their aspirations are very high. I think, what we need to do is to ensure financial inclusion, which is a
Government of India programme, financial inclusion and inclusion with the banking system. Sir, this is something that I
would like to flag in this particular issue.

There is a huge push on the tourism sector. Mr. Chairman, Sir, since you also hail from the mountains, you will understand

that it is important that the services sector be given prime importance in the mountain regions as well as in the regions of
the North-East. In the case, eco-tourism forms a very important part. Organic agriculture in an organic way also plays a
very important part.

So, I would like to finally say that we are from the Sikkim Demaocratic Front; we do not agree that NCTC should be extended
in the manner that it has extended. But what we would like to request the Government of India is that in such situations,
they should seek much greater participation because all of us are seized with the issue of internal security, seized with the
issue of the security of this nation.

With these few words, I would like to record my thanks to the President of India for her Address.



DR. TARUN MANDAL (JAYNAGAR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, while rising to speak on the Motion of Thanks on the President's
Address, I have a few observations to make.

Sir, she has displayed a very rosy picture of this nation but actually our country's picture is just the opposite. Due to
persuasion of the capitalist fiscal policies and the economic policies, the gulf between the rich and poor in the country has
increased. There is lots of unemployment in the country. Several industries and factories have been closed. There are
several lakhs of farmers' suicides. Every night at least 25 crore people of this nation go to bed unfed. So, under this
situation the Government must look into such matters. The fiscal policies should not be only industry-friendly or corporate-
friendly but it should also be people's friendly, and the people's real demands of life should be met by the real pro people
policies.

17.18 hrs.
(Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan in the Chair)

Madam, only yesterday there was a massive people's march in the Parliament Street. More than 50,000 people across the
country participated demanding employment for unemployed people; reduction in the price of essential commodities; all-out
State trading by the Government in the essential commodities for the people; no privatization in electricity, education,
health and water sectors; and no to FDI. They were also demanding stoppage of rising crimes against women and children.

Madam, it was organized by the Socialist Unity Centre of India (Communist) Party, and 3.57 crore signatures brought out
from the entire nation was deposited to the Prime Minister, where the single voice was to change the situation of this
nation, which is gloomy now.

Madam, particularly in the health and education sector, adequate attention is required, which has not been properly
displayed in the President's Address. Even after 64 years of our Independence, neither of the sectors has achieved 10 per
cent of our national budget, which were the dreams of the Josepth Bohre Committee and the Mudaliar Committee in
respect of health and education respectively.

The NRHM scam, particularly, in the health sector has become a shame on the nation after the incidents of Uttar Pradesh
with one after another killings of the CMOs of the district. Various newspaper reports have come out that even male
persons have been given the benefits of the Janani Surakasha Yojana. How it can happen, I do not know. There are some
instances where a single man has been given money twice for child birth. I cannot understand how the Government is
running and how the bureaucracy is doing.

Madam, in the education sector, Right to Education has become a misnomer. Unless you allot proper money and develop
infrastructures, no students can come to school by force. It is never possible. So, for that reason, proper infrastructure,
teachings and teachers' employment are very much necessary.

Madam, corruption must be curbed, which is causing further pressure on our poor people, which are already under the
burden of skyrocketing price rise.

Then, the project on Aadhaar Card, Unique Identification Number, is encroaching upon the democratic and human rights of
our citizens. This should be reviewed. This cannot be entertained as such, which has been taken by the Government.

Madam, looking at our neighbouring countries, the recent stand of the Government on the issue of Iran should be
championed. No country like US imperialism can put pressure on the sovereignty of Iran, North Korea or any other country,
to subjugate them just to fulfill their intention and their market need.

Madam, in the power sector, our country is suffering a lot. But we have enough of our fuel reserves. In the name of just
giving electricity to the people, nuclear power project should not be created. In this connection, I would like to mention in
this House that recently there was a statement of our Prime Minister regarding some NGOs. It is unfortunate and
unwelcome. Yes, I admit that there are NGOs who are playing with the lives and properties of our people; they should be
banned; and proper action should be taken against them. But in regard to the NGOs who are doing Kudankulam Movement,
let me submit that I have visited that place and I had addressed a rally there. I have seen the plights of the common
people who are being affected by that project. There should not be arbitrary ban of NGOs.

Madam, my last point is on the river projects. There are some common rivers going through many countries, for example,



Tipaimukh dams, Farraka Barrage, Tiesta Projects etc. International norms and standard should guide us to formulate the
projects of the Indian Government. Neither of the people of these countries, who are already suffering, should face any
further sufferings.

With these words, I conclude.

*SHRI MANICKA TAGORE (VIRUDHUNAGAR): I am here to support the Hon'ble President's address to both the House

Members and it gave us an opportunity to understand that the middle of the 15t Lok Sabha what the Government thinks
and it priorities.

In the present situation, the most important issue of Tamilnadu is one US sponsored Resolution in UNHRC and two the
Koodankulam Nuclear Project. I would like to request that India need to stand by the people of Sri Lankan Tamils and 30
lakhs Tamils who are living in Sri Lanka and their well being and their children's future is very important and we need to
give power to them.

I would like to record that we need to vote in favour of the US Resolution in UNHRC, so that we give our hand to the people
of Sri Lankan Tamils.

Power crisis in Tamil Nadu is so high that we need to start the Koodankulam project early for 8 to 10 hours there is no
electricity in Tamil Nadu and students are facing lot of problem as it is examination time and the future of this is a question
mark.

Small and medium scale industries are facing lot of problem and many of them are in the stage of closing. The electricity
problem will stop Tamil Nadu growth so we need to start the Koodankulam Nuclear Project early and I conclude my speech
by supporting the President's Address.

* Spech was laid on the Table

DR. AJAY KUMAR(JAMSHEDPUR): Thank you Madam for giving me this opportunity to speak on the Motion of Thanks on
the President's Address.

I would keep my speech very short. I just have one single point and that is on cancer. As you all know, cancer as a disease
affects the poor patients disproportionately. In this regard, I would make a request to the Government that we should have
a cess on tobacco related products. Wherever the Central Excise is collected on cigarette and tobacco related products, if
we have a cess for treatment of cancer, that would reduce the impact of cancer on the poor patients; and we could set up
the regional cancer institutes and treat patients free. Today, all the poor people are forced to go to private hospitals for
treatment of cancer.

I am sure, all my colleagues in the House, would have seen that we are very helpless when it comes to treatment of
cancer. So, if there is a special cess on Central Excise tobacco related products, it would help a lot. Cess is an effective way
to ensure that the funding happens.

So, I would again request to the Government if they could consider this favourably. I think the time is already very late
because thousands and thousands of poor people die due to cancer.

So, it is time for action. So, through you, I would request you and everybody else to support this.



*SHRI J.M. AARON RASHID (THENI): The President's Address to the Members of Parliament this year is on an optimistic
note. The entire world economy was at cross roads in the last three years. The cascading effect of its fall out had its
impact on our Indian economy too. That is why our target to achieve a double digit growth rate had to be scaled down.
This year with enough of conviction, we have set a goal of 9 per cent growth rate. This is also possible because of our
industrial growth rate re-gaining its growth potential.

Our Government is cruising through the troubled waters in various spheres of economical and political activities all over the
world. The fall of Iraq and the imminent threat to Iran at the hands of the US and NATO countries have caused difficulties
in meeting our oil requirements. At a time when recession had its grip even on American economy with its impact on world
trade, we were able to manage our economy better as our fundamentals were strong. But now, the impact in the form of
devaluation of rupee and ail price increase are having its telling effect on our economic activities. With all these problems
our Finance Minister comes out with a positive note and with a word of optimism. That only shows that the policies of the
United Progressive Alliance especially of Congress the team leader are towards inclusive growth.

While appreciating the Government for its successful widening of the number of beneficiaries of the MGNREGA and the
efforts to streamline and to strengthen this nation wide programme, I would like to caution the Government that the
implementation of this national programme must be watched carefully in all the States of our Union. This is necessary
especially at a time when we are on the move to legislate the Food Security Bill which is another flagship programme of
this Government.

While the Government wants to improve the lot of the deprived sections of the society like the Dalits, Other Backward
Classes and Miniroties, enough care must be taken. This is necessary to ensure that the minorities especially the Muslims
get a better deal. Many recommendations by many commissions or committees like that of Sacchar Committee are yet to
be implemented fully and effectively. Not only the economic backwardness, but also the social seclusion and illiteracy have
been affecting the Muslim community for many years now. Educational and job opportunities must be made available to all
sections of all the minority communities. Our Congress Party is committed to this.

The President's Address refers to the plans and schemes meant for improving the lot of the poor people in the costal
regions of our country. It is a welcome move. At the same time I would like to point out that the Government must
contemplate to go in for special schemes for the people living in the hilly areas like that of my constituency. The people
living in the hilly areas are faced with the problems of inadequate road connectivity and other communication facilities and
also non-availability of essential commodities readily. Even primary education and basic health amenities are lacking.
Drinking water remains a problem in remote villages. At a time when we are making economic strides, we must also take
care of neglected areas in the remote corners of the country. For instance, abundant natural resources and utmost poverty
co-exist in hilly regions like that of my constituency. This calls for a positive intervention by the Government to improve the
lot of the agricultural labour and plantation workers. I would be happy if the Government comes forward with a special
package for people living in the hill forest areas of our country. They are affected by the strict implementation of Forest
Acts and Wild Life Acts, which are noble nature but leaving the poor and the tribal people in an ignoble situation.

Better social security measures aimed at poor people living in hill forest areas must be considered. They must be taken into
the fold of the Government which may set up bio-diversity parks and herbal gardens giving rise to livelihood opportunities
and protection of environment one and the same time. MGNREGA related infrastructure building activities like raising check
dams and thereby increasing the water conservation potential must be accorded priority with the involvement of poor
people in hilly regions. This many ensure better livelihood not only to the poor but may also pave way for the overall
growth.

The internally displaced Tamil people in Sri Lanka are yet to be rehabilitated fully. The External Affairs Minister has stated
that the scheme for constructing houses for the displaced people is going on in the Tamils areas of Sri Lanka. I would like
to point out that even after three years much has not been done. When we have extended financial assistance to re-build
their lives then Government of India has a duty to oversee its implementation. Hence, I urge upon the Government to send
a delegation of Members of Parliament to Sri Lanka to monitor the progress made to re-build the lives of the heavily
affected Sri Lankan Tamils.

India as a member country is participating in the meeting of UN HCR in Geneva. Based on a UN report, there is a resolution
moved before the body about the war crimes committed during the 2009 operation of the Sri Lankan Government. The
brutal war crimes as reported in the Media is a matter of great concern to all who belive in human dignity and human
rights. Hence, I urge upon the Union Government to call a spade a spade. We must not back out from our duty to protect



human rights in all parts of the world. Wherever people are affected we have been raising voice against human sufferings.
We must do so now. Sri Lanka may be a friendly country but we cannot afford to be a friendly spectator to perpetration of
atrocities by a state against its own people. I urge upon the Government to vote along with the US that has moved the
Resolution.

Urging upon the Government to take note of the sentiments of the people of India and all the Indians especially those who
are living in Tamil Nadu and render justice to the Tamil National race living in Sri Lanka which has its umbilical cord
relations with the Tamil speaking people in Sri Lanka. Withthis, I conclude.

*off th.ofl. #igar (dorciiz #e=T):: Sifdomuur 3 DR &t Suafsa & aal o o1 dfbor I A4 mEmRde 3| IARDR Bt Ascarpisht Alsiome
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MADAM CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, a letter has been received from the hon. Minister of Parliamentary Affairs that reply
to this debate shall be on Monday.

...(Interruptions)
MADAM CHAIRMAN: Reply will be on Monday after the Question Hour.
So, now we will take up 'Zero Hour'.
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MADAM CHAIRMAN: Now, Zero Hour — Shri Satpal Maharaj.
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...(Interruptions)
MADAM CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) €] »



	The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Fifteen Minutes

