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Title: Further discussion on the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address moved by Dr. Girija VWas and seconded by Dr.
Shashi Tharoor on the 13th March, 2012 (Discussion not concluded).

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, we will take up Item No.10.

Hon. Members whose amendments to the Motion of Thanks have been circulated, may, if they desire to move their
amendments, send slips at the Table within 15 minutes indicating the serial numbers of the amendments they would like to
move.

...(Interruptions)
14.55 hrs
At this stage, Shri P. Kumar and some other hon. Members came
and stood on the floor near the Table.
...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Only those amendments, in respect of which slips are received at the Table within the stipulated
time, will be treated as moved.

A list showing the serial numbers of amendments treated as moved will be put up on the Notice Board shortly thereafter. In
case any Member finds any discrepancy in the list, he may kindly bring it to the notice of the Officer at the Table
immediately.

Now, Shri Syed Shahnawaz Hussain

...(Interruptions)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Hon. Members, the hon. Minister for External Affairs is coming shortly.
...(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF WATER RESOURCES (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL):
Sir, the hon. Minister is coming. He is on his way. This is a simple accommodation that we are seeking from the hon.
Members.

14.56 hrs
At this stage, Shri O.S.Manian and some other hon. Members

went back to their seats
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(Text of Amendments) (Pages from 537-549)

SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN (CHENNAI NORTH): Thank you, hon. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, for permitting me to speak on the
Motion of Thanks to Her Excellency President's Address moved by Dr. Girija Was. The Address mentions about the
achievement and the comments on the part of the Government for this year. There are many achievements. We are with
them, in support of them, in working with them in such achievements. There are many commitments made by the
Government, for which, we have the duty to support the Government. But there are certain issues which the President's
Address has not addressed.

The 15-point programme of the President's Address talks about - to strive for livelihood security for the vast majority of our
population and continue to work for removal of poverty, hunger and illiteracy from our land. On this livelihood security, on

29th February, 2011, there was an All India Strike called by various labour unions.

I do not know whether the Government had held a discussion with them after the strike. The major demands of the unions
are that there should not be any contract system of work either permanent or of perennial nature, there should be an
amendment to the Minimum Wages Act, there should be assured pension for all and there should be compulsory
registration of trade unions etc. These are genuine demands. But I do not know whether the Government is addressing
these demands or calling the trade unions to hold a discussion with them to resolve these issues.

There is another major demand with respect to the Employees Pension Scheme, 1995. The employees who are receiving
pension under this scheme are drawing a pension of only Rs. 500. This Government has increased the old age pension to
Rs. 1,000 whereas under the Employees Pension Scheme, 1995, the employees are drawing only a minimum pension of Rs.
500. Their demand is that this pension should be increased to Rs. 2,000. On a comparison, I would like to mention that in
defence services, there are 23 lakh pensioners and the total amount of pension disbursed to them is Rs. 34,000 crore
whereas the pensioners who are receiving pension under the Employees' Pension Scheme, 1995 are about 35,25,000 and
the total amount of pension disbursed to them is only Rs. 3,839 crore. On a comparison, you will see that this is not an
amount which will help in their subsistence.

Sir, even an old age pensioner is now drawing Rs. 1,000, but a pensioner under the Employees' Pension Scheme, 1995 is
drawing only Rs. 500 which is not fair. So, the Government should come forward to increase the minimum pension under
the Employees' Pension Scheme, 1995 to Rs. 3,000 so that it will help them. In fact, when Shri Narasimha Rao was the
Prime Minister, he gave an assurance that a comprehensive review of the scheme will be taken up once in 10 years, but no
review of this scheme has been taken up so far and whatever annual increase which they received during 1996, 1998 and
1999 has also stopped now. There is no increase since 1999 to these people. This is one major issue which the
Government should take up and resolve.

Secondly, I congratulate Her Excellency for announcing a Department for Disability Affairs. In Tamil Nadu, our former Chief
Minister has created a department for physically handicapped people, but the department is called as the Department for
Differently Abled. So, when such a department is created here, I would request that it should be named as the Department
for Differently Abled and not as the Department for Disability Affairs. This is my request.

Thirdly, I would now like to come to the issue of food inflation. Our food production has increased, but distribution has
failed. Many of the parties in this House have been demanding for a Universal Public Distribution System which will help in
solving the problem of food inflation. But there is no mention about the Universal Public Distribution System in the
President's Address. So, I would request the Government to implement the Universal Public Distribution System
immediately so that distribution of food articles is uniform which will help the poor people.

Fourth is power shortage. Power shortage is the major crisis and Tamil Nadu is reeling under crisis, half of Tamil Nadu is
getting power only for four hours a day and we are without power for 20 hours. The Koodankulam Project is yet to start. I
do not know whether the agitators are in coalition with the State Government or not, we do not know, but the State
Government is not taking action against the agitators. That is a different issue, but the State Government and the
Government of India are not dealing severely against the agitators.

Hon. Minister, Mr. Narayansamy is here. He is the spokesperson for the Koodankulam Project. Whenever he comes, he says
something. It has become a war of words between the agitators and the Government of India. The Government of India
should take stern steps, firm steps to see that the Project starts. It is the demand of our Leader Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi
that the Project should immediately start functioning and the State of Tamil Nadu should get power; at least 1000 MW of
power should be given to the State of Tamil Nadu where the Project is situated.



SHRI J.M. AARON RASHID (THENI): Sir, we associate with this...(Interruptions)

SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN : Sir, another major issue is the Sri Lankan issue. The President's Address, until 2010, was talking
about a political settlement in Sri Lanka, but last year and this year, that word was conveniently forgotten. They talk only
about rehabilitation in Sri Lanka. What happened to the Government's wish for a political settlement in the Island? Why has
the Government withdrawn from that stand? In 2010, the President had talked about a political settlement in the Island.
Why have they withdrawn this year? We do not know. India should work for a political settlement in the Island and work
towards the progress in the State.

We were told that 50,000 houses were to be built in the Island for the internally displaced people. But I do not know
whether at least 50 houses have been built or not. They are still languishing in the open air camps. The Government should
help them. They should speed up the process. If we want to help somebody, we should help in time. Timely help is the
need of the hour. When we are not helping them in time, what is the use? So, the Government should also consider that.

Sir, Tamil Nadu recently suffered by the attack of a massive cyclone called Thane. The Government of India has not helped
the State with the requisite money. Thousands of families have lost their livelihood because they depend on plants and
trees like cashew, jackfruit, etc. These trees take time, at least, three to four years or even ten years sometimes to grow.
So, up to that time they have to suffer. They will have no other income. So, the Government should come forward to help
the people affected by Thane. The Government of India should fund and whatever they have promised has not come so far.

The other issue is water. The Cauvery Delta in Tamil Nadu was once called the granary of the South. They say that it is the
granary of the South. But it is drying because of the dispute between the neighbouring States, the inter-State river dispute.
The only way to overcome that is linking of rivers, linking of all national rivers. The Supreme Court has also stated that the
linking of rivers should be taken up immediately. There is no announcement in that regard by H.E. The President. So, the
Government should also consider or immediately take action on the linking of rivers on priority and allocate sufficient funds
for that in the ensuing Budget.

With these words, I conclude.
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SHRI RAJEN GOHAIN (NOWGONG): The Hon'ble President of India in her speech to the Parliament on 12t March stated that the
Government will work on five important challenges. Unexpectedly, she has not mentioned anything about employment opportunity to
the educated unemployed youth of the country which is a serious problem of the country at this hour.

Again she is happy with record production of foodgrains of 241.56 million tones during 2010-11. She also informed the
House about rising of minimum support price of agricultural commodities by 10 to 40%. But the bitter truth is that the
farmers of North Eastern region had to make hue & cry to sell rice and price of rice is still far below the level of minimum
support price.

The Hon'ble President mentioned in her speech about inclusion of a few cities in the map of metro rail. Guwahati city is the
gateway to the seven states of the North East and the communication system of the city becomes uncontrollable. But,
name of Guwahati city had not been included although it should have a place at the top of the list.

Reason for inflation of food articles was stated as rising global prices of commodities, industrial materials and fuels. But,
most of the food articles of common people are produced by our own farmer and they are deprived from their own share.
The price of food items paid to the farmers are almost half of the price that priced by the traders. So, the actual reason of
inflation is failure of the Government in monitoring the stocklist and traders, not the global price rise.

Steps to improve the financial health of the banks by recapitalization of the public sector banks cannot be accepted as
proper. Due to poor management and rampant corruption in granting loan etc. at high level, the financial health of the PSB
deteriorated. It is necessary to recapitalize the development banking institutions like SFCs, SIDCs and SIDBI etc. for
industrial growth in micro, small and medium sector which creates greater avenue of employment with minimum
investment.

The Hon'ble President deserves thanks for mentioning exploration of possibilities to take up more inland water transport
projects in the North East. Since the Brahmaputra is the only major water way for the water transport project. But, there
are every possibility to dry up the bed of the mighty Brahmaputra within couple of years since the life line of the North East
has been attacked by both insiders and outsiders. The main source of the Brahmaputra is the Shyang River which has
already been reported to be blocked by our neighbouring China.

Other tributaries of the river are also going to be blocked within couple of years by constructing big dam by our own
Government. The stepmotherly attitude of the Government reflects from the fact that they have taken steps to clean the
Ganga at an investment 2600 crores while they least bother about existence of the Brahmaputra. It is true that the country
needs enough power for its all round development. But in the name of development of the country, a part of the same
should not be sacrificed forcibly. The power hungry attitude of the Government will convert the entire North East to a big
desert. To meet the increasing demand of power, the Government should consider setting up a nuclear power plant at a
North Eastern State as mentioned in the speech of the Hon'ble President, since storage of uranium is there in Meghalaya.

Regarding modernization of railways, nothing has been mentioned about the poor infrastructure as well as service of rail
communication in a backward area like North East. To bring prosperity to the country, it is essential to consider all round
development including infrastructure development of the under developed areas. The geographical character of North
Eastern region deserves special attention for communication development with rest of the country.

The Hon'ble President mentioned about revised package of 1200 crores for "Project Tiger Scheme" in her speech. It is
pertinent to mention here that mere sanctioning of big budget cannot save the wild animals. Whether the Government is
aware that the Guwahati city becoming the dwelling place of tiger and the people have been killing tiger like street dogs
during last month. Again, the President has not mentioned a single word about regular poaching of world heritage
rhinoceroses in the Kaziranga National Park. The Kaziranga National Park has been reducing by erosion by the Brahmaputra
(about 60,000 hectares during the last 10 years) and encroaching the forest land by some people of doubtful origin at the
patronage of the State Government. To save the wild lives, proper steps to be taken to protect the forest area from
encroachers.

Signing of Memorandum of settlement with Unite Peoples Democratic Solidarity in Assam has rightly mentioned in the
speech while she was silent on the during insurgency problem with ULFA, peace talk with Naga etc, without which there
will be no permanent solution to bring peace in the North Eastern Region.

Briefing the diplomatic achievement of the Government, the Hon'ble President mentioned about high priority in developing
strategic and cooperative partnership with China. But, nothing has been mentioned in the speech about building of war
infrastructure bordering Arunachal Pradesh, criticism of the visit of the Indian Prime Minister and Defence Minister to
Arunachal Pradesh etc. by the Chinese Government. Due to the recent development reported to be taken up by China near



the international border with Arunachal Pradesh, the people of North Eastern region have been feeling insecure since they
have bitter past experience of the situation. The Government should react to the recent development and reciprocate the
action of the China Government immediately.



SHRI KABINDRA PURKAYASTHA (SILCHAR): It is a matter of satisfaction that we are the citizens of the biggest
democracy of the world. In the democratic framework of the country, following the norm Mahamahim Rastrapati addressed

the joint session of both the Houses on the beginning of the Budget Session of the Parliament on the 12th March, 2012.

The Address of the President is the real picture of the intention of the Government. The Address broadly states what really
the Government propose to do and what it had done for the development of the country and the people.

In the Presidential Address many points have been raised. As regards economic development, it is said that the economy
grew in a handsome rate and it will grow to 8% to 9%. But what in the real picture? It is totally opposite.

It is said that the Government is committed to providing an honest and more efficient Government and for the purpose,
further important steps are taken. But actually this is the most corrupt Government ever seen by the people of India.

It is mentioned that the Government has initiated action on various fronts to tackle the menace of black money. In this
connection, I am constrained to say that in spite of announcement by the Hon'ble Finance Minister, why 'White Paper'
regarding black money is not published. At least this would prove the honest wish of the Government.

Through the address of the President, the Government tried to depict a very bright picture, in most cases the picture is very
gloomy. In case of security of the country, the effort of the Government is not praiseworthy. It is unbelievable that China
protest against the visit of our Defence Minister in Arunachal Pradesh. China is not ready to accept that Arunachal Pradesh
as an integral part of India. Otherwise, China would not behave like this.

It is astonishing that the Presidential Address did not touch upon the burning problems of the country particularly the North
Eastern States. Only thing found place regarding North- East was tackling of terrorist groups. But nothing is mentioned
regarding development of the North East region, the most undeveloped area of the country. The most critical situation is
created due to the totally broken communication system. Over and above, the half done condition of the broad gauge
conversion from Lumding to Silchar and super express highway (East West Corridor) from Silchar to West Bengal border.
Both these are declared National Projects. In spite of this, it is said that the main hurdle is the transport lobby and lacking
in co-ordination between the State and the Central Government. This need to be rectified in the interest of the people of
the whole north east.

Besides this, the problem of electricity is acute. No visible effort is adopted by the Government to remove this very serious
problem. In the field of infrastructure, nothing is being done. On the whole, the situation in the North East is beyond
description. Unfortunately, there is not mention of those adversaries. This is not the case only with the North East. There is
a longstanding movement for creation of Telengana State. This demand is out of regional aspiration and genuine. The
Government has failed to tackle this problem.

National Counter Terrorism Center creation has been opposed by the ten Chief Ministers of the country. They feel that the
Government of India encroaches upon the jurisdiction of the state and this is really a threat to the federal structure of the
Constitution. Such an attempt on behalf of the Government should be given up. Everybody is in favour of removal of
terrorism but the method should be acceptable to all.

The Presidential Address dealt with all the matters relating to the activities of the Government in respect of the present
situation in all spheres of the society. This has shown only light and there is no darkness. But we should be realistic. One
who thinks in right perspective will certainly agree that the Government failed on all fronts. There should be clear vision
before us for sorting out the anti-social activities from the social life and making the country economically strong and
sound.

*DR. RATNA DE (HOOGHLY): Sir, I am grateful to you for giving me an opportunity to speak on the Motion of Thanks on
President's Address today.

On behalf of my party, Trinamool Congress and my leader, Kumari Mamata Banerjee, I would like to highlight a few
of the important points in this august House.

In the President's Address there is @ mention of Gorkhaland Territorial Administration, which is the success story of
UPA of which we are very much a major contributory. In fact, it is the brainchild of our leader and West Bengal Chief
Minister, Kumari Mamata Banerjee. West Bengal Government after ending the 34 years reins of Left Front Government,
ventured on a path of recovery in every sense. And one of the success stories of our Government in West Bengal in such a



short time is enforcing peace in Naxal affected Junglemahal area. There cannot be two opinions about that.

We, in West Bengal, are making great strides in every conceivable front in spite of financial difficulties we have been
facing since we took over.

Coming back to the Motion of Thanks to the President's Address, though the UPA-II Government has highlighted as
to what it had achieved and as to what it proposes to achieve, on the one hand, we can say that we are moving in the right
direction, and on the other hand, we can say that we have failed in stalling the hike in the prices of essential commaodities.
Hike in petroleum products, which has a cascading effect, looms large on poor and downtrodden. Government of the day is
yet to find a lasting solution so that hike in petroleum products at regular intervals is stopped. With spiraling prices of
essential commaodities, how can one lead a normal life?

* Speech was laid on the Table

Though we are the partners of the UPA-II Government, I would not hesitate to add that we witness corruption
everywhere, in every sector. Corruption is all pervasive. When you open the newspapers in the morning, one can witness
corruption in the front page, and page after page. The Government is making all out efforts to stem this rot. I strongly urge
the Government not to compromise on corruption.

There is an issue of black money stashed in foreign banks. Is Government doing enough to get back the black money,
which is usurped by the wealthy from the people of this country? In her Address, the President has stated as to what
Government is thinking of doing to tackle the menace of black money. We welcome it. In the last session, Government has
promised to bring out a "White Paper' on Black Money. I would strongly urge the Government to come out with White Paper
immediately.

There are many contentious issues on which our leader, Kumari Mamata Banerjee, and our Party, Trinamool
Congress, have apprehensions. For example, FDI on retail trade, Lokpal, NCTC, water treaty with Bangladesh. At the same
time, we believe in constructive criticism.

Our Government in West Bengal wants more funds. Just to quote an example - we pay Rs.22,000 crore every year by
way of paying interest, whereas our yearly revenue stands at Rs.21,000 crore. We need generous financial help from the
Centre to tide over the financial crunch situation in the State.

The President's Address has highlighted achievements made during the last nearly 3 years. No doubt, the UPA II
government is making great strides in fulfilling its promises. But there are certain hiccups on our path to fulfilling certain
more pending promises. We are making efforts to fulfil them too.

We are in the midst of economic slowdown, which has an impact on our growth. No right thinking person can deny
this fact. In such a scenario, this UPA II Government, of which, we are the alliance partners, is taking measures and
initiatives to tide over the fallouts being faced in the economy and country.

Due to prevailing situation, there is a fear of increase in the fertilizer prices, petroleum prices, essential commodities
prices, etc. making. We are for the common man. How would he cope with the impact of rising food prices and other
commodities in the market, every now and then? I strongly urge the Government to act against those indulging in
malpractices, blackmarketeers, corruption, etc.

Of course, there is no denying of the fact that we also face the problems of shortage of drinking water, population
explosion, inadequate health care, shortage of power particular during summer, ritual of floods, droughts every year et al.
Government cannot take the plea that with such a huge population and diversity, it cannot have control and is not in a
position to ensure that basic amenities could not be made available to everyone.

I would like to suggest to the Government that we should try to resolve the problem of water. Earlier, solution
offered was the linking of rivers, which is a stupendous and arduous task which can be implemented only by pooling
enormous money. We are no where now. We do not know where we stand vis-a-vis linking of rivers. I do not actually know
whether it is feasible at all. But I am all the more certain that it would take long years to complete the linking of rivers. The
more we delay implementation; the more cost escalation will be. But if we complete this unthinkable task, our future
generations would heave a sigh of relief. Here, I would like to request the Central Government to keep the regional
interests in mind while implementing the linking of rivers. Government has to study afresh the problems being faced in the
implementation of linking of rivers. Environmental costs too should be studied in depth. We are not supposed to go against
environment for linking of rivers as that would be detrimental to our growth, economy and our existence itself. Here, 1
would like to know from the Government the status on the linking of rivers or the Task Force that has been formed long
back.

The farmers receive loans from commercial banks but they could not repay the loan back to the banks due to poor



and volatile climatic conditions, droughts, cyclones. They have to go through a lot of formalities for getting the loan. When
they are not able to repay the loan to the banks due to the above mentioned reasons, they are deprived of getting fresh
loans. They are in a Catch 22 situation. Under such circumstances, they are forced to approach the moneylenders who take
advantage of their helplessness and charge hefty amount of interest which farmers of our country could not pain and they
are well fall into the debt trap. I would like to strongly suggest that banks should make the terms and conditions simple so
as to enable the farmers to get the loans without any difficulty. Because of stringent formalities followed by banks, farmers
are keeping away from banks and going after the moneylenders who take advantage of their ignorance and cheats them by
charging high rate of interest.

Agriculture is in the State List, my plea is that it should be brought under the Concurrent List so that the Central
Government can extend the helping hand to the States in solving the problems of farmers. Central Government with the
funds at its disposal can help the funds-starve States in saving the lives of farmers.

There is no proper understanding between the General Insurance Company and the Agriculture Department and the
banks. Farmers are depositing the premium amount in banks and the General Insurance Company is collecting the premium
from banks. At present, Government is not having a monitoring mechanism in this respect. Sometimes, the premiums
deposited by the farmers are wrongly accounted with the result farmers are losing the benefits. I would request the
Government to make earnest efforts to release the above amount immediately to the farmers who are in a very pitiable
condition in West Bengal. Due to paucity of time, I would not like to speak further on this issue.

A number of farmers have committed suicide all because they could not repay the debts as they face the natural
calamity in the form of droughts or cyclones which result in bad crop. I am of the firm conviction that as long as we depend
on monsoon, we are bound to face such problems. When a State is facing drought continuously for four consecutive years,
Central and the State Government has to come to the rescue of the farmers by way of giving loans at a cheap rate of
interest or by waiving off the loans which would help the farmers from committing suicide.

I am of the firm opinion that population explosion is one of the main reasons for all our ills. If we can stop population
explosion, we can easily take care of our people with the resources available with us. According to a report one child is
born every 1.26 second in India. This is the highest in the world. 25 million children are born in India every year. It is also
estimated that India would overtake China in a span of ten years. How to stop population explosion should be the
immediate task of the Central Government?

Health is one area in which India's position is not worthy of mention. Though we have made great strides in the field
of health, according to a report, more than 26 crore people cannot afford healthcare and the Government hospitals cater to
only a quarter of the people who approach the Government hospitals desperately without any source of treatment. We
often come across cases of malnutrition across the country. Government hospitals should be upgraded in par with the state
of the art private hospitals. I would urge the Government to move in this direction. Good and expensive treatment should
be given to those who cannot afford due to poverty.

Education is another area, where we have to lay more emphasis in the years to come. Dropouts from schools have
not reduced over the years. Innovative and effective steps should be made to ensure that each and every child, particularly
from the underprivileged sections of the society and people living in despicable conditions attend the school. If we provide
education to one and all, there is no doubt that our country would become a developed country sooner rather than later.

Tourism is another area where we can bring in more foreign exchange. Maintenance of historical sites along with
improvement of infrastructure with low-budget hotels, airports facilities and other services would undoubtedly improve the
inflow of foreigners.

Power is another subject which is to be treated with utmost seriousness. Power thefts should be stopped lock stock
and barrel. All out efforts should be made to use the renewable sources of energy like wind and solar energy to tide over
the huge shortage of electricity in various parts of the country.

This Government has stood the test of time nearly 8 years. This Government has solved many of the impending
problems of the country with aplomb and great finesse. I hope and trust this Government would solve in future too the
problems that may crop up from time to time.

About mention of Government's resolve to form the the National Counter-Terrorism Centre (NCTC) in the President's
Address, Kumari Mamata Baneree, our leader and West Bengal Chief Minister, and our party, Trinamool Congress is of the
firm opinion that the National Counter-Terrorism Centre (NCTC) severely hurts the very basic federal structure of the
Constitution and infringes on the powers of the States. Hence, we vehemently oppose this setting up of NCTC as it destroys
the autonomy of the States like West Bengal. States like Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Bihar, West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have all opposed coming into being of NCTC.

Trinamool Congress is of the firm opinion that the NCTC will become another inefficient intelligence centre under
Intelligence Bureau which would have sweeping powers. Hence, we consider this is the latest ploy to take away the
legitimate rights of the States. We in the Trinamool Congress will not allow the Government to sacrifice federalism.

Another important point I would like to raise is that in the US, the NCTC has no powers to arrest, interrogate,



investigate and prosecute. The responsibility in these matters lie with the FBI. Here, in India, NCTC is given powers to
arrest and carry out searches under Section 43 (A) of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, which we object. Is it
a crime to raise the genuine concerns of out State Government of West Bengal? Will the Centre give an undertaking that all
the contentious provisions of NCTC and all those powers of arrest and carrying out searches by NCTC are addressed?

Even when we accede that countering terrorism is a shared responsibility of both Centre and the States, how would the
Centre justifying this draconian power of arresting and searching provisions of NCTC, overlooking the powers of State
Police? Under such a situation, we, strongly demand the UPA Government to delete this paragraph of forming the NCTC.



*SHRI BADRUDDIN AJMAL (DHUBRI) : Hon'ble President of India has emphasized on agriculture. It is sorry to note
that the agricultural growth of Assam is not up to the mark.

My priority is to bring home the points in the field of agriculture, water resources, big dams, minority related issues and
price rise and corruption. I am representing Dhubri constituency in the state of Assam as it appears to me from the
Address given by Hon'ble President to the Parliament, that the figures, data and other statements are unfounded with
regard to the state of Assam.

Assam agriculture department suffers the negligence causing much havoc to the farmers.

Jute production plays vital role in the agriculture sector in Assam. In the districts Dhubri, Darrang, Marigoan state of
Assam, a large number of farmers are involved in the just production and they are bound to burn their products because of
no market. Both the state Government as well as the Government of India never paid attention to them, rather the middle
man's interference, recovery agents of the loan granted with the financial agencies, negligence meted out with them by the
concerned Government force them on the street or on the path of suicide.

Giving the example of recent brutal killings of farmers, I would like to draw the kind attention of UPA Government to the
four farmers namely Mr. Syed Ali, Mr. Billal Hussain, Mr. Moinul Haque and Mr. Akbar Ali of Bechimari, Darrang district of
Assam, who were killed by the police firing in the gathering of farmers while protesting against lower jute prices on the

Black Day of 10t" October, 2011. I fervently request the Government to kindly let us know whether any compensation is
provided to these martyrs and the initiatives taken not to repeat the same incident in future as well as for the price hike of
jute for the greater interest of the farmers of India.

It has come to notice that Arunachal Government is constructing a large number small and big dams on Siang river.
The actual number is not known. Due to construction of these dams, a great danger is looming large on the people and
land of Assam. Due to construction of these dams by Arunachal Government, Brahmaputra river is facing threat of drying.
Thousands of people/farmers of Brahmaputra basin in Assam and other North Eastern states are dependent on
Brahmaputra water. It is understood from various surveys, expert reports that these dams are not suitable and will harm
the environment and lives of the people of Assam. All over Assam, the people are feared and they are organizing dharna,
agitation against the construction of these dams. They feel that if these big dams burst any time in future, the people of
Assam will die due to flood. I, therefore, urge upon the Government to take up the matter with the Arunachal Government
urgently and see that big dams are not constructed on river Siang to save the life of people of Assam.

1.  People of Assam are confused about the number of dams constructed in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh.

2. People are also confused about the various reports of experts study about the dams in Assam.

3. At least there should be some public hearing regarding the constructions of the dams.

4.  If China construct some dams, it may affect the natural flow of the river Brahamputra.

5. From Arunachal to Dhubri, the natural flow of Brahamputra should not be affected (around 600 kilometers).

6.  There should be immediate interference of Central Government to stop the construction of big dams (lower
subansiri) which may affect 25 lakhs people of Assam mainly who live their livelihood on river Brahamputra.

7. The construction should stop till there is experts reports clearly in favour of the big dam because it can affect the
bio-diversity through fisherman, agriculture and others.

Flood and erosion are the most inevitable natural calamities that the people of Assam are affected by. It damages
the cultivation area and other public properties and also hampers the overall development of the State.

Assam state has a total flood prone area of 31.60 lakh hectors. Average area affected in a year is 9.31 lakh hectors and
Average total damages in a year Rs.124.28 crores



Most importantly, on an average 8,000 hectors of land is eroded in Assam every year due to flood. The reason is that
74% of the dykes in Assam have already lived their lives has not been taken into consideration seriously by the
government.

Since 1954, total area eroded is 3.86 lakh hectors. 7% of the total land area of the state has been eroded so far. Present value of
the eroded land will be almost Rs.20000 crore. Number of villages eroded is 2,534 affecting 90,700 people. It may be mentioned
that many towns like Fakirganj, South Salmara have been submerged. Currently entire Mancachar sub division is under the threat
of extinction.

In case of flood, the affected people can at least start their normal life after the flood abates. But in case of erosion they
become landless and totally helpless.

I would also like to apprise that besides Lakhimpur and Dhemaji districts, other districts viz. Dhubri, Barpeta, Goalpara,
Darrang, Nagaon, Morigaon and Barak valley which face flood and erosion are incidentally minority dominated.

The Prime Minister's 15 Points Programme, the MSDP programme, ensuring empowerment of minorities through proposed
4.5 % reservation, are the complete failure in the state of Assam. Rampant corruption is taking place in implementation of
aforesaid programmers in the state of Assam.

I am very specific to provide 10% population or should reflect the population pattern of the country and have strong
objection to provide sub-quota of 4.5% within 27% reservation for OBC. Minority education specially in lower primary and
primary education have not been supported by any Government schemes of India.

Level of corruption and unemployment and price rise are the issues I am concerned with and strict measures need to
be adopted of by the Government to face the menace.
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*SHRI HARIBHAU JAWALE (RAVER) : First of all, I want to express my gratefulness and sincere Thanks to Hon'ble Her
Excellency Smt. Pratibha Devi Singh Patil, Hon'ble President of India for new initiative taken in agricultural reform sectors.

The country have suffered from a un-repairable loss in the music and cultural life by the void left behind by Jagjit Singh and
Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi.

As specified the Government's top priority is to reduce the rate of inflation and in particular to protect common man from
the impact of rising food prices, this is only possible after the Government will boost farmers by providing them the required
infrastructure for time and cost saving to put maximum efforts for the cultivation activity. There should be separate
agriculture budget to be presented as like the one we are presenting for Railway. Then and only then we can achieve the
control over the economy and can reduce the rate of inflation. The following heads can be considered in presenting the
separate agriculture budget.

Infrastructure development of internal farming approach roads should be developed on top priority to protect the
agricultural produce in turn minimizing losses hence increasing the financial position of farmers with round the year
availability of foodgrains and all perishable and durable agriculture produce.

Green revolution can be worked out with water conservation through scientifically and technologically developed drip
irrigation system for watering the crops to consider and provide the subsidy once in every five years block.

As the farmers are taking utmost care to preserve water for their plantation and predominantly using drip irrigation system.
Because of the high usage of the scientific way of watering system the farmers are bound to use the water soluble
fertilizers. In the speech, there is no mention of the provision of subsidy as like the one provided with the traditional
fertilizers. Also the usage of water soluble fertilizers means assuring of 80% efficiency for the usage which fetch the
national saving.

Farmers are facing the problems of storage of their agriculture produce, hence as and when the crop reaches at the
finished stages, farmer has to sale the produce at the price he is realizing at that time. But if there is a provision to store
the agricultural produce, farmer will store the same in the storage space available for him and will sale out the same after
realizing the better price. Also, if there is proper storage, the perishables and durable commodities wastage will get
minimized, hence we can utilize whatever we produce. There is no mention of storage facilities provided at least for each
block level. Actually speaking, the storage facilities can be created as per the needs of the farmers to again minimize the
cost of transportation thus further savings on it.

Once the agriculture produce are stored in safe storage by the farmers where the life of it can be prolonged and the quality
of the produce maintained at natural level which are under the lock and key and full control of Government authority. Bank
can also provide finance against hypothecation of the produce very easily which in turn can be utilized for further activity in
cultivation, thus increasing the economical growth. There is no mention of this in the speech for upliftment of farmers by
providing proper storage facilities and provision of finance through NABARD like Government's authority. This will certainly
help to reduce rate of inflation and increase overall economy in true sense as mentioned and highlighted in the speech.

No assurance has been discussed for providing 24 hour of electrical power supply used for agriculture purposes by the
farmers to achieve the proper and quality agriculture produce.

To consider introduction of Crop-Insurance, weather based scheme to minimize the revenue losses arise due to natural
calamities which farmers are facing because of global warming effect and sudden changes observed during recent time.

As the water table is deepening day by day there is stiff depleting of water table, introduction of Mega Recharge scheme
particularly in the alluvial zone(Bazada Zone) should be taken on top priority to save the future scarcity of water, such
recharge has proved to be feasible technically by the Central Ground Water Board.

To consider the effective project scheme for linking of rivers to avoid drought and flood disasters for which farmers are
really worried forever.

As agriculture plays very vital role in the Indian economy, the above mentioned issues can be taken up in consideration for
presenting the budget including the other issues like fertilizers, timely availability, the prices of fertilizers, the subsidy
provision on fertilizers, strict control on monitoring system for fertilizer control, pesticides, seeds, etc.

The other issues on which Government failed to find the remedial causes are as under :

a) There are many areas of tribal in our countries still lacking for the life-leaving facilities. There is no proper mention



of the scheme to take care of starvation for these tribal areas.

b)  The sugar, cotton and onion prices have suddenly collapsed in the market because of ban imposed on exports.
This has created severe damages to the farmers and plenty of such agriculture produce has gone in waste. No
proper handling and monitoring on public distribution for essential commodities has been discussed.

c)  For the farmers no proper and effective incentive scheme is mentioned in the speech. Farmers have suffered
losses in the onion, cotton, crop, there are no effective steps considered in speech for these farmers.

d) Food security law has not been keenly monitored for whom it was meant. No corrective measures have been
discussed to make available the foodgrains at subsidized rates for the families below BPL under Food Security
Law.

e) Inrecent times, Government have totally failed in controlling various scams and monitoring the corrupt practices
which have been initiated by Government's own Ministries. No proper drive to control the corrupt practices has
been discussed and mentioned.

f) A new initiative like horticulture train must be run on daily basis to transport all horticulture products towards a
market.

I accept the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address.

SHRI C. RAJENDRAN (CHENNAI SOUTH): Madam, on the President's Address, the hon. President of India had addressed
both the Houses of Parliament.

At the very outset, I would like to say that the Address makes only a passing reference to the resettlement and
rehabilitation of Sri Lankan Tamils in that island nation. The Address says that 'the Government initiated steps for
resettlement and rehabilitation of the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). I would like to remind the august House that the
Government had extended a financial package of Rs. 500 crore a few years back for the welfare of the IDPs. But we do not
know how that money was spent. On the other hand, there are reports showing that even now there are thousands of
Tamilians, who are yet to be resettled; and they are living a miserable life in that nation.

We feel that it is the responsibility of the Indian Government to see that all of them are resettled and returned to their own
homes. During the war in that nation, the Sri Lankan Government indulged in excesses and killed more than 50,000
innocent civilians. The Report of the United Nations quotes that the number is more than 40,000. It is a misfortune that the
Sri Lankan Government is planning to wipe out the entire Tamil race from their country by undertaking such ethnic killings.

In this regard, as soon as our Party Leader, hon. Amma took over as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, a Resolution was
passed in the Tamil Nadu Assembly in June last year urging the Centre to take this issue to the UN to declare those found
guilty of war crimes as war criminals and also to impose an economic embargo against Sri Lankan Government till the Sri
Lankan Tamils are resettled entirely.

Currently, this issue is being discussed in the Human Rights Council in Geneva. There is a US-backed Resolution for taking
action against the Sri Lankan Government. I urge the Centre that India should support that Resolution when it comes up for
voting to strongly condemn the Sri Lankan Government. Sri Lankan Tamils have a right to live with dignity, self-respect and
equal Constitutional rights.

Fishermen issue is the next important issue concerning Tamil Nadu. Innocent fishermen from Tamil Nadu venture out into
the sea to catch fishes to earn their livelihood. That is their traditional profession, without which they cannot live. While
catching fishes, they are being caught by the Sri Lankan Navy and brutally attacked. Their boats, nets and other fishing
equipments are thrown into the sea. They are being captured and taken to Sri Lanka and tortured. Even if they do not cross
the boundary, they are attacked in the Indian Waters. Such incidents are occurring frequently, causing grave danger to their
lives.

Retrieval of Kachchatheevu could be the only permanent solution to this issue. The hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu had
said many times in the past that handing over of Kachchatheevu was unconstitutional and the Centre must take efforts to
retrieve it. I request the Government to take adequate steps in this regard for the welfare of the Tamil fisherman and also
to find out a permanent solution to this problem.

The next major concern with respect to Tamil Nadu is the power situation. Most of the States are facing severe shortage of
power. Even though the President's Address states that the Government had made achievements in power generation, the



reality is to the contrary. The hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu had written many letters to the hon. Prime Minister in this
regard, requesting him to allocate around 1,000 MW additional power to Tamil Nadu to tide over this crisis, and also to give
power transmission corridor to transmit power from other States. Hence, I request the Central Government to consider the
request and allocate 1,000 MW of additional power to Tamil Nadu.

Coming to the Centre-State relations, in a federal set up, powers, duties and responsibilities are given separately for Centre
and the States but of late, the trend is that the Centre is taking away all the powers of the States unilaterally. The Centre is
not even consulting the States before taking such decisions. The States do not have even the financial autonomy. The
recent case is that of the office memorandum from the Union Home Ministry about the establishment of the National

Counter-Terrorism Centre under the Intelligence Bureau from 15t March 2012.

The Centre did not consult the States before taking this initiative. Only after the State Chief Ministers started
objecting, the Centre started consulting the States and holding meetings. Many States are objecting to the provision with
regard to the power to arrest and the power to search under Section 43A of the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act. This is
infringing upon the rights, duties and powers of the State Government. There is an apprehension that this power could be
misused for reasons other than tackling terror. 'Law and order, and police' are State subjects and the States also have
equal responsibility. We are not against taking strong action against terror but the States' power and duties must be
restored. Hence, there is an urgent need to consult the State Chief Ministers before going ahead with this subject.

After assuming power in Tamil Nadu, our hon. Chief Minister had written a letter to the Prime Minister, requesting
him to grant special financial package to Tamil Nadu because the State was under huge financial crisis. Added to this,
recently, Thane cyclone had hit Tamil Nadu and devastated most parts of Tamil Nadu. To give proper relief to the victims of
this cyclone and to have proper rehabilitation measures, the State needs some special financial assistance. I request the
Centre to consider this issue in its seriousness and grant special financial assistance to Tamil Nadu.

To give equal status to women and to protect the rights of women, our leader, hon. Dr. Amma had given reservation of
one-third of seats in local bodies and Panchayats during her earlier term as the Chief Minister to Tamil Nadu. But, the
Centre is not able to bring the Women's Reservation Bill to give reservation of one-third of seats in Legislatures. I request
the Central Government to bring in this Bill and pass it.

Next one is about the Global Hunger Index of the International Food Policy Research Institute, which states that 21 per
cent of Indian population is under-nourished; 44 per cent of under-five children are underweight and 7 per cent of them are
dying before they reach five years. India was firmly established among the world's most hunger-ridden countries. United
Nations' Food and Agricultural Organisation puts the figure of hungry and malnourished people at around 230 million. This is
almost confirmed by the National Family Health Survey statistics which says that a large number of Indian families are
caught in slow-starvation. This is a worrisome aspect and the Government should take note of this.

About infant mortality and maternal mortality, the figures are shocking. The World Bank's World Development Indicators
say that over 55,000 women die in India due to child birth every year. Of the total children born in a year, about 13 lakh die
before they reach their first birth day. Even if they survive this, about 16 lakh children die before they are five years old.

There is extreme poverty, hunger, disease, lack of education among Indians. The Government does nothing about all this.
There is an overall failure of the Government to tackle all these issues. Requesting the Government to pay immediate
attention to all these issues, I conclude and I thank the Chair for giving me an opportunity.



SHRIBHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Thank you, Madam. | rise here today to discuss a few things arising out of the Motion of
Thanks on President's Address that has been moved in this House. It is no doubt customary to pass that Motion without any
amendments. But, many of us have moved amendments. Some are identical also. These amendments reflect the mood of the nation
and it displays the disappointment that is very much there throughout the country.

At the outset, I would say that there is nothing inspirational about it, nor does it excite the imagination of either the
Members or the people whom we represent. If any purpose is served by this Address prepared by the Government, it is an
endless list of great things which need to be achieved. I would say there is more of reassuring oneself to complete the
pending works within next two years and three months time, which were or could not be done during the last two years
and nine months.

I may be excused, Madam, if I say that hon. President's speech revealed precious little on the thinking of the Government
on how it intends to move forward on crucial economic reforms, the growing chasm between the Union and the States on
federalism and the way forward on the stalled Lokpal Bill.

Considering the economic growth, which had slowed down from 8.4 per cent in 2010-11 to seven per cent this year,
it is mentioned that it would be the endeavour of the Government to put the economy back on the high growth trajectory of
eight to nine per cent. It does not, however, spell out how the Government would reach this goal. Economic growth is
slowing down. If this continues, my apprehension is that all the social programmes will be hit. If growth does not take
place, no progress will happen elsewhere in terms of roads, education and healthcare spending.



When UPA Government took over in 2004, India had high growth, low inflation and fairly consolidated public finances. The
NDA Government had enacted the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act and there was expectation that the
revenue would rise by the years. We have fallen back. Fiscal deficit is already high at 5.6 per cent of the GDP. Energy
subsidies are ballooning. This Government has to really restore confidence. But, that is the last agenda perhaps in this
Government's list. Unfortunately, the Government's ability to execute domestic energy and infrastructure projects is
diminishing because its functioning is wrong.

How would we expect that this Government is prepared to face the five challenges that have been listed by the hon.
President in her speech? How would one strive for livelihood security, achieve economic security, ensure energy security,
realise a balance between development and ecology/environment? When we recognise the challenge about internal and
external security, one is reminded of the manner in which this Government has tried to bulldoze the National Counter
Terrorism Centre idea arbitrarily by an executive order without consulting the States. We believe that it is wrong in principle
to vest the Intelligence Bureau with power of arrest. It seems this Government can barely resist the temptation to
encroach on the State's powers. The Congress of today seems to be particularly afflicted with the malaise. The challenges
that the Republic faces from terrorism and other threats require the Union Government to be more sensitive to powers of
the States. Many State Governments face such challenges on their own turf. Unfortunately, the anti federalist tendencies of
this Government seem to be getting worse over time. Terrorism is @ major threat and the States have as much concern to
tackle it as the Centre. To assume that it is a matter that concerns only the Centre is to have a very narrow view of the
challenges to fight. Otherwise, why would one say that the Chief Secretaries, Home Secretaries of the States, DG Police of
States should not be CM's stenographers in a meeting convened very recently in Delhi by the Union Home Secretary? Such
ill conceived ideas sow avoidable seeds of conflict between the Union and the States. This is certainly no way to foster
national integration either.

In a large a diverse country like ours it would be foolish to think that Central agencies can be a substitute for State
agencies. NCTC or no NCTC, counter terrorism strategy cannot succeed without close and continuous coordination between
the Union and the States. Ham-handed attempts to set up the NCTC has only weakened the fight against terrorism. I am
reminded that our Chief Minister Shri Navin Patnaik wrote a letter to the hon. Prime Minister and subsequently also he sent
a reminder. The Prime Minister responded assuring him that a meeting of all the Chief Ministers will be convened and the
Home Ministry will be in consultation with the Chief Ministers. But, till date no such thing has happened. An attitude of one-
upmanship would not help.

Hon. President has mentioned about eradication of corruption. I would not mention about 2G, KG and other Gs! But I
would like to refer to a recent High Court remark, which has hit out at the Central Bureau of Investigation for not arresting
those accused in the Adarsh Housing Society scam. The Court had asked why the agency was not arresting powerful people
involved in the scandal despite having evidence. I quote : "Why have you not arrested any of the accused yet? Are you
feeling shy or are you just protecting the accused?" Does this remark not demonstrate the actual state of affairs?

I would like to draw the attention of this House to the matter relating to appropriation of States' powers and
responsibilities. It is not NCTC alone where police's powers are proposed to be taken away but also construction of minor
and medium ports where responsibilities are to be taken away by the Union Government. Why is the Government doing
this? If this is not trampling into the powers of the States, then what is?

I have already expressed myself about the Lokpal and Lokayukta Bill during the last Winter Session that it was a weak Bill. I
believe that this was deliberately made controversial. We all remember that night when the other House was adjourned
amidst din. If they are actually serious to drive out corruption, make governance transparent, bring a fresh Bill on Lokpal
only and prepare a model draft on Lokayukta and send it to the respective States to be made into an Act.

This Government, it seems, is suffering from creeping paralysis. I will give you one example. In order to check
trading of illicit liquor in Odisha, the State Government evolved a policy and subsequently the Orissa Excise Bill, 2008 was

passed by the Odisha Legislative Assembly unanimously in the 14t Session of 13t Assembly to replace the Bihar-Orissa
Excise Act of 1915. This Bill, though passed since 2008, is still awaiting the assent of hon. President of India. Sometimes it
is the Ministry of Finance, sometimes it is the Ministry of Home Affairs and sometimes it is the Ministry of Law which is
putting spoke into it and the Bill is getting delayed to become an Act. Every year people die taking spurious liquor and
adequate punishment is unable to be meted out to the culprits in Odisha.

We are reminded that the year 2012-13 will be the first year of the 12th Five Year Plan which sets the goal of "faster,
sustainable and more inclusive growth". When the Government is suffering from creeping paralysis, how would tinkering
with the names of programmes help to curb corruption when the Union Government's programmes have inherent problems



for which corruption takes place? In the case of NRHM, it is not only UP, but you can go to any other nearby State — I need
not mention about Rajasthan — and you will find that it is inherent in the policy itself which breeds corruption. It is not only
in the case of NRHM but also MGNREGA. How does one expect from this that the system will change for the better just by
changing the nomenclature? The Government has seldom tried to accept the wise advice of the Opposition nor has it
attempted to bring in consensus on national issues, but it always says that they have the numbers. In this regard, I would
like to remind the Members, who are in the Government, that the nation is not built on numbers. They should remember to
be aware that such arrogance at times and boastfulness will never cover up inefficiency.

With these words, I conclude.
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SHRI N.S.\. CHITTHAN (DINDIGUL): Madam Chairperson, thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak a few words
about the Motion of Thanks to be given to the hon. President of India.

The Address contains meritorious activities / achievements of the UPA Government and also the programmes to be
taken up this year. Under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh and able guidance of Madam Sonia, our Government is
continuing its journey for the better future of our country.

Thousands of people have lost their home / property; agriculturists have lost their crops; and most of the roads were badly
damaged during the recent havoc created in Tamil Nadu by Cyclone Thane. I urge upon the Government of India to come to
the rescue of Tamil Nadu by allotting more funds to withstand this calamity.

Madam, at this juncture, I would like to make a very serious point. Tamil Nadu is gravely affected by power shortage. We



are not able to get even ...(Interruptions)

SHRI O.S. MANIAN (MAYILADUTHURAI): The Government of India ...(Interruptions)

MADAM CHAIRMAN: Please address the Chair.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI O.S. MANIAN : The Government of India ...(Interruptions)

MADAM CHAIRMAN: Your Party has already spoken. Please address the Chair.
...(Interruptions)

MADAM CHAIRMAN: Please sit down.

...(Interruptions)



SHRI N.S.V. CHITTHAN: Madam, I am talking about the real situation in Tamil Nadu. Everybody knows that Tamil Nadu is in
darkness due to severe power-cut. ...(Interruptions) We are not able to get even 4-8 hours of continuous power supply.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN: What was your policy during elections? ...(Interruptions)
MADAM CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record except what Shri Chitthan speaks.
(Interruptions) G€/*
MADAM CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. Please do not discuss among yourselves.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. You have already spoken.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM CHAIRMAN: Please address the Chair.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI N.S.V. CHITTHAN: Madam, I have not said anything against the Parliamentary principles. I am stating the real
position in Tamil Nadu. It is a known secret all over India that Tamil Nadu is in grave situation due to power shortage. We
are getting 6-8 hours of power supply in a day, and we do not know when the power supply will be cut. a€| (Interruptions)

SHRI O.S. MANIAN: Madam, he is giving wrong information to the House.
MADAM CHAIRMAN: Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI N.S.V. CHITTHAN: The agriculturists are not able to grow their produce; thousands of small-scale industries have
shut down; and lakhs and lakhs of labourers are on the streets without work. So, I wish to say this here. The Kudankulam
Atomic Power Project was started by the Government of India in the year 1989; more than Rs. 14,000 crore have been
spent on this project; and if the first unit of this plant is started, then Tamil Nadu will get 1,000 MW of power.
...(Interruptions)

MADAM CHAIRMAN: Please address the Chair.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI N.S.V. CHITTHAN: If the project is started, then Tamil Nadu will get 1,000 MW of electricity. So, our efforts should be

to commission this plant as quickly as possible. I urge upon the Government of India that only a very few people are
against this project. But everybody in Tamil Nadu -- whether they are teachers, labourers or agriculturists -- want this
project to be started at the earliest. So, I urge upon the Government to take urgent concrete steps so that the project is
started as quickly as possible.

17.00 hrs.

Madam, the hon. Minister for External Affairs has given a suo moto Statement regarding the situation in Sri Lanka. Madam,
I wish to record the views of my Party here. It is the considered view of all political parties in Tamil Nadu that the
Government of India should support the Resolution to be tabled at the Human Rights Conference in Geneva. This is the
view of the Tamil Nadu Congress Party. Yesterday, we the Parliamentarians of the Tamil Nadu Congress Party called on the
hon. Prime Minister and stressed that our Government should support the motion being moved regarding the human rights
violations in Sri Lanka.
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SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI (DHARWAD): I would like to express my views about Motion of Thanks on President's Address
and propose amendments to it accordingly.

In my view the President's speech is most disappointing as it does not contain any encouraging aspects in reducing poverty
and narrowing the gap between rich and the poor.

My area of thrust is naturally agriculture which provides employment to about two-third of our population without the
Government's involvement in it. Though there is @ mention about agriculture in para 31 of the speech, it has not expressed
any assurance to make Indian agriculture viable and profitable to farmers. It speaks much about the agriculture growth
achieved in 2010-11 but not hinted anything about the current fiscal. The President has not made any mention nor spelled
any definite proposals regarding reform agenda for Indian agriculture.

In fact agriculture has to be kept at the centre of any reform agenda or planning process to alleviate poverty and
malnutrition and to ensure food security. This sector calls for major reforms from marketing to investment and institutional
change especially in water management, new technologies, land markets and creation of efficient value chains. This

Government is aware that despite a very high projected growth of 4% in 11t Plan, we achieved any 2.4% of agricultural
growth in terms of GDP.

The non agriculture sectors are receiving higher investment as compared to farm sector and there is need for substantial
increase in the investment instead of providing subsidies for long term growth. Because the investment option is much
better than subsidies for sustaining long term growth in agriculture production which can reduce poverty faster.

But there is no such hint in the address, I am constrained to say. The advanced projection of agricultural growth in the
economic survey was 4.7% for 2011-12 but according to some sources it may not even touch 2% mark and the
Government has not found out any reasons for this low growth.

Though para 31 contains some reference to Minimum Support Price (MSP) mechanism and its growth for some crops, there
is no mention about the rationalization of MSP system.

CACP (commission on agri costs and prices) was constituted by Government for recommendations on the subject. The
factors considered by formulating the MSP system by CACP has to be incorporated in MSP system by Government. These
factors are most of production, changes in input prices trends in market prices etc.

There is no mention about the rationalization of fertilizer subsidies and price decontrol. Very important para 18 of the

speech mentions about health sector. It is quite disappointing to note that in 12t" Plan, Government intends to spend only
2.5% of GDP on this, whereas the WHO has recommended for minimum 6.5% allocation for health. It mentions about 26%
increase in MBBS and 62% in post graduate seats. But irony of the situation is that still we do not have sufficient doctors in
rural areas. In this regard, I propose a guaranteed service in rural area should be spelt out precisely and the speech needs
amendment to this effect.

India is perennially short of electric power. The generating capacity in 1997 was 76,700 MW which it was estimated would
have to be doubled in the next 10-15 years requiring an addition of some 7,000 MW of new capacity per annum. Given the
gaping disparity between demand and supply, the Indian power sector is being chased by the world's most prominent
independent power project developers, generation equipment suppliers and project financers from all over the world. Coal
is the most important fuel for India's power sector. It is the source of more than 70% of generating capacity. But, coal
shortages, delays in coal transportation and the low thermal quality of coal supplies cause disruptions in power generation
and result in lower plant load factors.

Transmission and distribution losses in India are high, in the range of 20-23 percent. State Electricity Boards (SEBs)
generate and distribute power, set tariffs and collect revenues. However, they suffer from chronic financial problems
because of rising generating costs accompanied by eroding revenues due to pilferage, bad debts and supply of power at
subsidized rates for the agriculture sector.

When such is the situation, the President Address does not contain any specific package or way out for this. It simply
mentions about the statistics of the future agenda, in power generation for the 12t plan.

One more problem I like to relate with this issue is supply of coal to power generation agencies including state government
undertakings. This Government is fully aware that there has always been delay in providing coal linkages. This is very
important aspect so far as solving the power problems in the country which does not figure in the President speech. I
propose amendment to this effect so as to address this problem effectively by which my state Karnataka is also severely



suffering.

I am disappointed and constrained to say that President address has no constructive proposals with regard to fighting
terrorism. This Government even at the cost of demolishing the federal fabric of our Constitution is much enthusiastic to
bring in NCTC but has no political will to bring to books those who are involved in many terrorist acts against our nation.
For example, the President's Speech does not reflect any resolve of the Government to execute the sentence pronounced
by our courts against such terrorists, at least against those committed against Parliament House and Mumbai Hotel.

Railway is not one of the effective vehicles of developments but also an important national symbol of unity and integrity
besides being cheap and economic mode of transport for people. But there is no mention in the President's Address to
make this organizational network enlarged so as to increase per thousand population density train facility in some states
including Karnataka.
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SHRINARAHARI MAHATO (PURULIA): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | would like to thank you for giving me this opportunity to participate in the

discussion on the President's Address delivered on 121" March, 2012. I would, first of all, like to thank the hon. President for delivering
her Address to both the Houses of Parliament and would also like to draw the attention of the Government on five major points that the
hon. President had mentioned in her Address.

Firstly, the hon. President made a mention of five points which are a major challenge to the country. Seventy-five per cent
of our population lives in the villages whose main source of livelihood is agriculture. But what is the position of agriculture
today? The farmers are committing suicide. From the inception of the UPA —II Government, the subsidy on fertilizers have
been withdrawn in phases and the farmers are feeling suffocated by this.

Sir, the Government is aimless today and it is like a rudderless ship. The prices of commaodities are increasing by
leaps and bounds and the growth rate is declining. Sir, the wrong policy of the Government has taken the farmers to the
verge of destruction throughout the country. The policies are not implemented properly in all respects which could result in
the benefits of the farmers of our country. No symptoms of remedy are seen in the Address of the hon. President of India.
It is said that only steps are going to be taken about it. The subsidy on fertilisers is not being given to the farmers and the
farmers are not getting fertilisers on time. s fip2irer @ Za16 6 S Al 2 ada 3A w16 ol fBrerdl siiz Rieit 271G &1 seea 2t 3
IeTelt 16 18! forerd,

On the other hand, the Address of the President mentions about providing employment to lakhs of people. But what
about the educated youths who fail to get employment even after passing their productive age? Many hon. Members in this
august House, from time to time, have been saying that issues relating to employment generation should be discussed.
What is the position of unemployed youth today? What is the policy of the Government on employment? About 15 days ago,

we have seen, on 28t February, a massive strike called by all the trade unions and the country came to a standstill.

Sir, regarding this issue, measures should be taken to check the exploitation of farmers to prevent the incidents of suicides.
Now, the situation has worsened more in the past 65 years since Independence of our country. All successive Governments
are responsible for this situation. Since Independence, the people in the villages have been suffering day in and day out.
This situation has been prevailing even today. It should be looked into and the Government should take it up as their
responsibility for the betterment of those people.

Thirdly, in the President's Address, a mention has been made about corruption and black money. I think, we need to evolve
several effective measures to deal with the problem. The measures to prevent corruption and black money should not only
remain in writing but also practised on ground. What have we seen since the inception of the UPA-II Government? There is
corruption in all areas. We are hanging down our heads due to shame. What have we seen in this democratic country? We
are Members of Parliament and we have been discussing it in Parliament.

There is a need for the Government to think over it. This shows that the credibility of the Government has completely
vanished in the country. I think, there is a need to restore it and if the Government is unable to do it, then it does not have
any moral right to continue to be in power. @w3tarer, scicdoft iz fror & T 33 3, S D 308 AT ofdl B SIAT dd AD AIDIR
Pl DI FHizel 2sc odl 3,

Today, the biggest problem of our country is the increasing population. The President's Address is silent on this issue
as to how we can stop this increasing population, even though it should have been stated very clearly here. Unless we
check this increasing population, we cannot progress. I have earlier stated about the scam worth crores of rupees in the
National Rural Health Mission which is being investigated by the CBIL. Several irregularities have taken place in the
Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission and in the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA. These large-scale irregularities
should be investigated. We are providing crores of rupees and we would like to know where this money is going.

I belong to a remote district, Jangalmahal, in Purulia from West Bengal, which is surrounded 99 per cent by villages. There
we have seen the utilisation of Mahatma Gandhi NREGA funds through various policies and steps.

Regarding the Prime Minister's Relief Fund, I would like to say that people come to us asking for financial assistance for the
treatment of various diseases, like heart disease and bone disease. They are unable to meet the expenditure. When we
recommend their cases for financial assistance from the Prime Minister's Relief Fund, we get a reply that our quota is over
and that this particular recommendation is not being accepted. This ceiling should be removed. siia & siia sigsft @1 et B
fore fr1 st &1 srea &, as oft Soft anfde,

The Government will have to take strong steps for streamlining and strengthening the democracy. We will have to
rise above political lines and we will have to take hard decisions to eliminate terrorism and to deal with external threat to



our security.

Many hon. Members, while speaking on the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address, have raised issues relating
to health, education, agriculture, corruption, scams, black money, etc. These issues should be discussed in the House. The
Government should take strong policy decisions to tackle these issues effectively in order to save the poor people and our
villages. After 65 years of our Independence, the people in the villages are not getting adequate drinking water, educational
facilities, and shelter in order to save them from rain and Sun.

With these words, I conclude by extending my support to the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address.
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The force of extremism is still going on. You had seen the picture in the recently concluded elections in the North Eastern
Region. I would like to mention about China, which is knocking at the border in North-Eastern Region, Arunachal Pradesh,
and other parts also.
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31oIch HATGIGIRI IS & &, 3|

ofierchl foarsrm apadi @ &3 et fibdal ez &, 83 Siokd oidl 3| a2 U2 drselt bl arcst As 3, sresT v 3 wadifier & But in our side, in
Arunachal Pradesh, I have been there. qai w2 oo st ol 3) s aga Riar o1 = 3 e 8 gy oict o1 sriaRier sft et w2l &1 a1
8, sl ot i 1y ol arad! g $ADI 3eciA Asl W oldl 8| PR ey, DI SRIA6! &l SRI Al AR olref-$3¢ A SIusll| A DI 3R ASS
I 91fdr doremr So1 B Brae 61 as s Jot su 28 3 Jawaharlal Nehru, when he was the Prime Minister, had donated the beautiful
Kabaw Valley of Manipur to U Nu, the then Prime Minister of Burma, now, Myanmar. So, in this way, I would like to know
whether this Government is going to give the entire Assam, North-Eastern Region, to any foreign country. It is a matter of
great worry because Parliament has not been consulted.

Infiltration is still going on unabated. Bangladeshis are still coming. On 9t of this month, 10 Bangladeshis are arrested. All
the border forces and CRPF are not at all in a position to control the infiltration of Bangladeshis, who are crossing over to



our country. & 3@ sia sielt Eicber Proml Yo 3R UolsIREARA & W2 3 Dsoll Al & I RIb ol U2 8 PEH D odl 3| 3RIA i
QoISIRUARH I Ul il WGl i CIPIRI oRI 3, 3 ard ot skt Sirora &) odl U sudreT 3 d) sSIac? ol &, siace 3 dl ddle odl 3 sit
FAstatol forerdl off & Y Vet 2t & fb PR MuP! QAR & Al a6 ASkHel Aol I UD! CISPISS 8l SISl 32 3PR 3MUDI Uc SISES Blol dl st
2ft FiSterer zaror Uz 3Mue! Dlerr I seen; A Brera dASker 6 3 nA@qﬁﬁssﬁﬁmmffﬁmﬁﬁaﬁaﬁdﬁsﬂﬁaeﬁasuﬁaﬁgéaas
DED2 A 3ol AT AAT DAl

*oft 3aoft war.uRet (Sirellz) & AAURL Sft BT HIUT TP TG A JIDTE BT GIARST AT &, IEMH O BT Rl diz w0 Adt 3 s smA
wur 3 orfla, et Bt At 3 arsfy, Foig, WP Fawt w2 RNA T Po o1dl &) TN, WA T, ArgrAT ifdror, AAKT ayafior
IRISTeT ASTel 31 9113} SIfORIFPIAAT 3| 3T 319 3MGdH bl IRPR fpArell bt Fqeft 3 Racrars @2 3t 2| Rd DY Yerrel 39T 3, A8 Al Dalad oldt
BID2 s 8| PV A {1, WACTo[Del ] A Ll WRIUDRI AT I I8old Dol dlel [Pl P URdR HRA P eIl 3o fepdl ff Jor o
ordl 3| it 3ust B oorcaar Adrelel e foreriavr w2l 3 IPR fAfdcor uscl @ ot 2xad! 3, ot () 3curget PR, () a;Af?::ua‘i
I Blol arclt Awsf b Acl 3 ufdador, (31) @Aﬁ:se::sra‘iqgfﬁas‘[a]?ﬁma;&ammm, () s A=t &t yafer, (1) ot a myfed
Reifer, (8) 3= wActt e Iwererdr, (1) SielfSrs eI J3del U2 Yo (31) A6 e a2 U2 YOI, (T)Sfide! 3a3 AT Jadbic U2 Yand,
(°) 3@@@&2{?{, () Rpateil gRI ygd vd Y 1=l & st el mmalmm@Aﬁzzamaﬁm%a@mmm
3| Ieprell & Sifelfsd s IS 9t GIorR P ScuIG® 3Moll avq & I B1aizvr 3 saol uscsil @l IADPR Pl dl G2, AfG A ol usclsll b
SRR I forefaur 1 Ysia oft [ Sie, dl A1 Al a6 fdgle @2 Joll Al IrulGel §6 D2 Goll| gﬁa&,m@mmﬁaa@ma@ﬂusﬁz
3] fpRIeaRIol wic bl 8 gotol arell Acayul FET 8 RIS DRUI b6l P sl 3usT o=loldd Adelel Fc=1 A ot Do ol U2 daeil usdl
3| ogoraa Adelel e DY 3curct @1 3RM e odl b2 A1 BRA @l A8RI o I ey f&xs usar 3, BRI ot &t cemer 60 yferora
SIoIdT I dferd Dol Jorcht a SoI Dl ForsIctt & Arel Racrars 2t 8 P sieafei Shiaet 911 81 2 fOREl Bl dI gars 3 b2 Jfesel ab
for¥= 23 ot 31 3| fpreil @t xiorast 5000 Fuw yfer uf¥ar il e AforfUa wor Bl 18 Tolr? Sfifer e woft aifdy; fp2aeil ot
3Ipolel d 3fQrpIferdd ASIG P JJuit A Berde 3ADI et 1A ol Pi sragamdr & Seoft dist a Sifdw AWdl @ wera Joi w2 SR fgar s,
nﬂwﬁa%aﬁ@mwa;ﬁisﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁuﬁsﬁaﬁé@@meé&aﬁmﬁﬁmm&

Qm@ﬁmﬁﬁt‘ﬁ:ﬂ%{%&nﬁgﬁwq&e@é}gmo§,Braaﬁ3ﬁmmmmq®&ﬁ:ﬂuzanm&ﬁ&‘l?xal?ﬁz,ﬁlﬁéi‘éj tor 32 3
mdﬁ@&ﬁ:ﬂmﬁsaﬁaﬁiﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ@dﬁﬁmﬁsm@zm&ﬁﬁsﬂﬁaaam?‘[z‘{asiﬁaméi,
m,sﬁﬂaanmm%mﬁq\ﬁﬁ:aAaagﬁé,mén?ﬁMaﬁarﬁ@ma§an§|mammﬁ,mm
Pl 3Mfefcp ARSI BT AWTGIT BIoll US 231 3 fAfdoel T30 A 3nfeied S6UT de 3163l IUDWT Dl wRazen [l grRI TR & Ia2 A &l oK 3,
13 wret otAc 2ot B DRVl Tl 8t D o 26T 3] DR M2 ot Dt oftererar a wIA B PP 3MCT ordl Aot F) VA 3 Rvaroit
I BUT gDIoll dl G2 &I aid &, d cAseAl Dol DI ASIGR 3| aAw;qﬁIGﬁﬁsmma‘iﬁa%a‘imaﬁﬁmﬁmﬁz@m
TARARA $colc 3IT Ccliwlel U2 Jol &I a1 &l 318 &, cifcpol fbrell @l A bl DIeTarsIR! A S[Soll Us I8l 8 3ifdpd e A Gooll oI Jol
u‘sz‘?s‘é’]mm%m%&ﬁmm@m@s@%%aawméﬁ‘[ﬁima;ﬂcﬁﬁﬁ@&?ﬁﬁdéiﬁﬁiﬁm
PIS DI ofdl il 3 | A 3 [p2ATel 301 PrelErIiRI P sl ¢lel Sl 361 3 3l IRPR Abcold Toft &8 3| a1 33 3 R R & Al
81T DI dTol DI aid Dt &, gl Gt AW Sirellz RBRIE Ak &I I oiicr ola2 Qisiac @l sl el uia Alet A SADI AR D2 38 8|
a8 ufs=irstonn 2004 3 yrRes1 88 U RPR Pl crRardt B DRI ufRilskel 3R 3 sicdl &) 331 ufRiSon P 3T ofdl 2ol B PRUI IifIxD uroft
DY qoft a1t 3t Brs R St & BT ureft 6t aaidt At & & e & a6 B DrRu Rewmlt 6w oft sthee 2t it &) gt avw, e
diel UfRISToll Pl P8 RIDGR bl B SElel Blol Dt 618 A §6 D2 A1 oRM &) PBRRI AR 3 I RS 3R [pAmell o1 R & umett ot
iﬁwas‘[mé%.ﬁz[14a‘imaﬁm@meﬁﬁmaﬁﬁ@adﬁmmz@%ﬁﬁﬂGﬂaﬁzﬁiﬁaﬁé‘{fﬁmdﬁa&ﬁzwz‘{fﬁssfg‘lqb"i
IRPRI Ipedl 3 Al UP AP 3l PRI & ud SlIellR f31el & 43 AsIbRI Yreifdre siiz 3ca Yraiie fenerr 81 & el A6 PI 3IeiT A #1dol
o1dt 3| 3 fermerr Al e1del &b 3BT 3 Fel RIS &b il aeT 33 &) 3R 31 6 encrll & urRt 3mel s1ael ofdl 8, sfleratrer 3 9, reflarst ¥ 3,
Az 3 15 fdener 3ol 1ol T SAolR 2 38 3| UA A fbATel BT deT BA ugen 37 Scolc UT AT BATHTA U SloldRt A aem Gr 20
arzed e AlSToll I a1 DEL 318 & SIaicd FARLA AGICRI HRA IRPR GRI didivel uf¥ar & AR ol ferged fifcoran Jfder Suetse wror
3q AAkT smisa Bifr Bt Ferdor Bt o1 Afdor A 2 i 3 Rl st sruATer 3 Bid! U 3D Y oft S1are? ordf F) vt ubdBerfey 3




FAREA HAICTI GRI D3l 51 T Bl AD Ao 3| A JPIR DI Aldell 3T ISedel 3 ddiect uf¥ar Bl 53 Aislell & 10 @A 1o 3 dact 7

oAs 51 cira FuR & Afer & dipa bl 51 &) eorIarG Yard I Adrelel Bl U Uil AT AT DI &)



off gemmur 9rvr Ris (FHsien): mufr 7816w, uAa;qﬁrsﬁ%aﬁmAqusmﬁgﬁ@aﬁr@aﬁaﬂ%m,@ﬁiﬁmﬁsmm
BI1 §) A oft STect B ST sARt urct o1 9T oft a3, s2Afere F gga ety 3 el a1 Dol i BTl BIoM| el A cPIAR A Asht AR
¥ Rrar ot 281 & 3z AR B fmmar B st 579 Uger T TS B By B 3| ARbor 521 sTA T A SR 2z B Brafr sz
ofler o garfar 3, s Jor & foph 8ft aef b oo BIE srest AT 9r forwerd? ofdl srm &

:n

ot Dsft v I Ust o1 - " && BT 8 PR Silel Pat AT 3| MU A YT 5& D Bletd FSRY, Ub 16 8l dl adl ¢ fp st Bl 3
18.05 hrs.
(Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan in the Chair)
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DR. KAKOLI GHOSH DASTIDAR (BARASAT): Madam, Chairman, Her Excellency, the Rashtrapati Mahodaya followed
convention and addressed the Joint Houses of Parliament, but it appears that the multiple shortcomings of this present
Government were overlooked.

In her speech, she requested the Houses to be productive. We have seen this morning how the House had to be
again adjourned because certain hon. Members were demanding that the coal supply be made normal. Now, I agree with
them because this country is facing an acute shortage of coal and the electricity that is being produced from coal is going
to be disturbed; the supply is going to be disturbed.

It is known that some States have coal storage for coming two days and some have no coal in their stores at all. A country,
which is being thought to be thriving forward and going ahead in leaps and bounds, has to take care of the power sector.
So, this possibly has been overlooked. The State like West Bengal, from where the coal is distributed to the rest of the
nation and outside, is not being paid the royalty over the coal. So, we in West Bengal, have been facing a dire shortage of
fund.

When this Government took over, we had a debt-trap of Rs. 2,03,000 crore on us which is like a death-trap to the people.
Every person, even the little child, the little infant born today, would have Rs. 21,000 debt on his head. This has been
allowed to happen by the Union Government because every time loan was allowed, debt was allowed since 2001 to 2010
when the previous Government was there. During that time, the debt accumulated along with the interest. Now, every year
Rs. 22,000 crore has to be paid back to the Union Government. The FRBM was also not imposed, it was not passed. It was
only passed in June, 2010, so that we cannot even take any borrowing in the present State Government to meet our
requirements.

This State is now facing a problem like an economic blockade. Our country being in a federal structure, like a mother or
father figure taking care of all the States must have taken this into consideration. But in spite of multiple appeals, this has
not been brought forward and it has not been given a thought. So, we have a request to the Government that the interest
and repayment moratorium in the form of an annual grant for a period of three consecutive years be made and also a long-
term financial debt restructuring programme be taken care of. We would like to request the Government of India to restore
in full the CST compensation to the States.

Our State has seven districts which have international borders. Certain more funds are required to take care of these
international borders because of security reasons. The Government is taking care of external and internal security as we
hear but again without considering the federal structure the anti-terrorism body is being formed. This has to be given a
second thought, and in its present form we would like it to be scrapped altogether.

We also would like to point out that this money shortage that is always being given as an excuse to bring about projects
which are of benefit to the common man can always be done away with if we take into consideration that nearly a sum of
Rs.48 lakh crore is lying in foreign banks as far as black money is concerned, and we have requested the Government to
bring back this money to our country time and again. The names have been made known by these foreign banks, and these
names should be made known to the public because the public has a right to know the names. If we have that money back,
we can give one lakh rupees to each BPL cardholder or for one whole year without collecting taxes the country can be run
or also we can electrify all our villages which have no electricity. Nobody has spoken about this in seriousness or thought
about it in seriousness.

As far as our State Government is concerned, we have the Rural Infrastructure Development Fund. This Fund was made in
1995-96. The interest rate was 6.5 per cent. This has been brought up, and at the moment we would have to pay about 10
per cent which is absolutely impossible for the State Government to pay. So, I would request, on behalf of the State
Government of West Bengal, to keep the interest rate at six per cent for the loans available for RIDF, and that is essential
for the growth of the rural infrastructure. The rural infrastructure has been talked about in the President's Address but we
do not see any measure by which we can actually form the rural infrastructure, since there are no roads and interest is
being raised. So, when a person is sick, the ambulance cannot reach or if the ambulance reaches, the patient is taken to a
subsidiary health centre where there is no electricity. So, a very important injection of methergine is getting rotten in the
fridge, in the storeroom because there is no electricity, and we are losing mothers. So, unless we take care of the Maternal
Mortality Rate and the Infant Mortality Rate, we are cheating ourselves when we say that we are taking care of the health
system. The health system is totally being neglected. We will never meet MDG like this. Though we can clap ourselves on
the back saying that we have done away with polio, there are other diseases like chikungunya, malaria, dengue, which we
have to take care.



This Address has also talked about irrigation. Madam, I would like to bring to your notice that as far as irrigation is
concerned, the West Bengal Government is facing a serious challenge because our source of water in the Bhagirathi River
has been flowing down the drain literally. Our Farakka barrage has been intentionally or unintentionally made breaches into,
for which 80 per cent of our water is draining away and the farmers there are suffering. The quantity of water that flows in
these months down the Bhagirathi River has decreased; silting will take place by which the farmer is going to lose more,
and irrigation will be a big problem. We request that this matter be investigated into. The Gate Nos. 13 and 16 have
collapsed in June 2011 but till date nothing has been done to repair them properly.

To keep the Kolkata and Haldia Ports functional, these gates will have to be repaired immediately in all seriousness so that
water for irrigation and the ports can be saved.

Besides this, Madam, I would like to draw the attention of this august House to the fact that as the elections came near,
suddenly the empowerment of minorities was given a thought of giving them 4.5 per cent quota. This seems to be like a
gimmick since among the minorities, the Muslims form 73 per cent; and they are very much underrepresented and
sometimes wholly unrepresented in the Government jobs. In this respect, we need to increase their numbers. The word
'backward' is being used for them. We should also include the words 'socially and educationally' and reserve posts for them
in all cadres and grades in the Central and State Governments. We also want that the NCTC should be scrapped altogether.

As far as the infrastructure like roads and highways are concerned, the Government of India has allotted Rs. 50 crore for a
distance of 452 kilometre of the National Highway starting from Koklata-34 going up to Dalkhola. I think, this is a big joke.
Madam, Rs. 50 crore cannot be sufficient even for 50 kilometres. For 452 kilometres, there has been an allotment only Rs.
50 crore, which seems like a joke. Then, there is National Highway-2 in Bengal having a very important military base in
Panagarh. That is also to be taken care of. Then, there is a National Highway-35, which is also in a dilapidated condition. It
forms a good international connection. This should also to be properly taken care of.

Madam, I have drawn the attention of this august House to some of the facts with the request that they should be taken
care of in all respects.

MADAM CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, please keep in mind the time constraint while making your speeches.
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SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD) : I would like to express my views on Presidential Address and also on the
motion moved by Girija Was ji from the Treasury Bench. It is sad to state that many of the burning issues of our country
are not touched or reflected in the speech made by our Hon'ble President, Pratiba ji.

The suicide of farmers has become an acute problem on which the President speech is silent. It is reported that more than
2,58,000 farmers have committed suicide in the last 10 years in India. We have the reports still now that large numbers of
farmers are committing suicide in various states. The main reason for this tragic episode is the neo-liberal policy which
caused the farmers bankrupt.

India witnessed a historic national strike of workers on 28t of February and all trade unions including INTUC & BMS have
participated in the strike. It is against the anti labour policy persuaded by the UPA Government. Inflation and price rise are
the common slogans raised by the workers. They are denied employment and wage cut is going on.

We have a Federal set up where Centre and States should have better coordination and understanding. The duties and
responsibilities of Centre and States are clearly defined in our Constitution. But now-a-days Central Government takes an
authoritarian approach towards many issues where the role of the states are fully neglected. When the expenditure of
states are increasing, the tax share in between Centre and States have to be reviewed. At present, the majority of the
share goes to the Centre. States should get due share since they have to undertake large number of functions. The recent
decision taken the Government for the information of NCTC is another example for the concentration of power by the
Centre. In the implementation of the centrally sponsored schemes, states have to pay huge amount as their own share.

The President's speech is silent on the most important reports of Justice Sachar Commission as well as Justice Narendran
Commission. It deals with uplifting of the socially backward communities especially minorities.

Government could not control the price rise and inflation since they have already decontrolled the prices of petroleum
products. Even the prices of kerosene has gone up. The decision of the decontrolling should be reviewed and should retain
the earlier status.

Widespread corruption charges are mounting against UPA Government. The issues of 2G Spectrum, Commonwealth Games,
Aadarsh Flats, Black money etc. have already diminished the image and status of UPA Government. Government is unable
to take any action on such issues. The election results of five states where Congress has weakened is really the direct
reflection of the anti people measures of this Government and also the direct protest against the increasing corruption
charges. The burning issues such as price rise, inflation, farmers suicide etc. can be solved only if the Government change
the neo-liberal policy.

SHRI MOHAMMED E.T. BASHEER (PONNANI): Madam Chairperson, I am thankful to you for giving me this opportunity.



I stand here to support the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address. The policies and programmes announced in the
Address of the hon. Rashtrapatiji is the reflection of the vision and determination of this Government in leading this country
towards the right direction. I express my heartfelt congratulations for such a novel effort.

As far as our country is concerned, we are in the first year of the 12t Plan. Our goal set for the 12th Plan is fast,
sustainable and inclusive growth.

I would like to say that the most appreciating part in the Address of the hon. Rashtrapatiji is in respect of the Skill
Development Plan for the youth. Today, over 35 per cent of our population is below the age of 20. By 2020, it is expected
that 325 million people in India will reach working age, which will be the largest in the world. This will come at a time when
the rest of the developed world will be faced with an aging population. It is estimated that by 2020, the United States will
be short of 17 million people of working age; China will be short of 10 million people of working age; Japan will be short of 9
million people of working age; and Russia will be short of 6 million people of working age. At the same time, India will have
a surplus of 47 million working people. While comparing the developing countries, Brazil's working population is set to grow
by 12 per cent; China's working population is set to grow by one per cent; Russia will be declined by 18 per cent in terms of
working population whereas India's working population will grow by 30 per cent. We are having such a favoured situation.

Considering all these things, under the Skill Development Plan, we have now made a plan for training 85 lakh people during
2012-13 and 800 lakh people during the 12t Plan by spending Rs. 13,000 crore. That is a novel effort being taken by them.

Coming to reservation for minorities, as correctly pointed out by my previous speaker, I would like to say that in the
President's Address, adequate emphasis has not been given in the case of minorities. Of course, I have no doubt about the
honesty of this Government in doing something favourable for the minorities. But as correctly said by my previous speaker,
this kind of 4.5 per cent quota taking from 27 per cent quota will not have that much of impact on the conditions of the
minorities.

I would like to say that it is a kind of cosmetic touch only. We have to do something substantially for that. We all know that
in 1984 Gopal Singh panel had categorically stated that Muslims and Neo-Buddhists are the most socially backward
communities in the country. So, as far as our country is concerned, we have to give adequate consideration for this section
of the society.

We were all saying about Sachar Commission and Ranganath Mishra Commission. We have made threadbare
discussion on Sachar Commission. Sachar Commission is like a doctor's diagnostic chart. The doctor does the ECG, X-ray,
scan and everything. Then, he diagnoses and says this is the disease. Then, treatment comes. Treatment is what? That is
in the prescription chart. The real prescription chart is Ranganath Mishra Commission.

Ranganath Mishra Commission says that we must give 10 per cent reservation for Muslims and five per cent for other
sections. Unfortunately, we have discussed a lot of things about Sachar Commission but at the same time, we have not
even discussed Ranganath Mishra Commission. So, I would like to say that we have to take a very, very active step to
implement the recommendations of the Sachar Commission. Unfortunately, there is a trend. As far as the minorities are
concerned, they are treated as an 'election urgent stuff'. It should not be so. You have to do justice to them. That is what I
would like to say on this.

Coming to another point, that is, physically handicapped persons, Madam, in the President's speech we have given
emphasis to them. We are going to start a Department for that. They are a neglected section. We have to do the maximum
possible in their case also.

Similarly, about higher education, there is some specific recommendation. It should be made reachable to everybody,
irrespective of their financial capacity. Similarly, as far as the physically handicapped section is concerned, I am told that
certain adequate steps are going to be taken for their employment, and even for amending the existing PWD Act, in that
way. It is my humble submission that there is an omission in the President's speech. We were saying about patients,
cancer patients and all kinds of other patients. The issue of kidney patients is really a burning problem in our country. Even
in tender age, people become kidney patients. It is a very expensive treatment. I urge upon the Government and I humbly
request the Government to make a national kind of programme for the treatment of the kidney patients, and that is an
urgent necessity.

Similarly, about drug price policy, it is also a very important point. Let me just make that point also. Yesterday there
was a news.



MADAM CHAIRMAN : Please conclude.
SHRI MOHAMMED E.T. BASHEER: I am coming towards the end.

Yesterday, there was a news that one packet of 120 tablets for cancer treatment costing Rs.2.48 lakh, is going to be made
available for Rs.8,880. This is because of a policy decision by the Controller General of Patents Designs and Trade Marks.
They granted compulsory licence to a Hyderabad-based institution. I would like to say that that is the most welcome step. I
humbly request the Government to make these kinds of things under the control of the Government because drugs are sold
at very exorbitant rates. How can the ordinary people, aam aadmi, poor people afford it? They cannot afford it. So, I would
like to request the Government that some effective steps should be taken in respect of controlling the prices of these kinds
of drugs.

With these few words, I conclude.
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SHRIASADUDDIN OWAISI (HYDERABAD): Madam, | rise to support the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address. | will come
directly to the issues which | would like to raise over here.

The President's Address talked about the Prime Minister's 15-point programme for the minorities. If you have a look at the
Ministry of Minority Affairs' website, it clearly says and contradicts what the President's Address talked about. There is a
huge difference between what the hon. President had said in her Address and the data which is given at the website of the
Ministry of Minority Affairs.

In Indira Awas Yojana, the target for 2010 was not achieved. We are way behind the target for this year also. The
same thing is there in respect of the financial achievement under IAY. We are way behind the target for this year.

18.53 hrs. (Dr. M. Thambidurai in the Chair)

The President's Address has talked about the priority sector lending. It says that the Government is striving for 15
per cent in priority sector lending. In this regard also, I would like to point out that in 2010-11, there was a huge difference
in the target and what was achieved. It was the same for the year 2011-12. Again, we are way behind the targets for
2011-12, which have been notified in the website of the Ministry of Minority Affairs. The important point over here is that in
the priority sector lending and Indira Awas Yojana, there is nothing in the website to show what benefit has actually
accrued to the Muslims. In priority sector lending, I can say with all the responsibility that not even 40 per cent priority
sector loans have been given to Muslims in the minority sector. Still the Government claims that they will strive for 15 per
cent.

Another issue over here is that of education in 15-point programme. In 2011, the target for primary schools to be
constructed was 4,969 but the achievement was 3,573. For this year, the target is 1,522 for construction of schools, but we
have achieved only 797. In regard to construction of upper primary schools, for 2010-11, the target was 1,147 and the
achievement was 1,103 only. For this year, the target was 67, but we have achieved only 23.

For Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the number of teachers targeted to be appointed last year was 48,000, but the achievement
was only 34,941. This year, again we are lagging way behind. These are the realities.

I am really surprised that once in a year the whole Cabinet sits and reviews the 15-point programme. These figures are
there for the Cabinet to see. The Cabinet should pull up all the bureaucrats and ask them this question. Why is it that the
Government is claiming something and in reality, it is completely different? This will really hurt the credibility of the
Government.

Then, in respect of ICDS figures also, we are again lagging behind. The target in 2010-2011 was 15,322, and we have
achieved only 6,934. The same is with this year. I hope that the Cabinet will take serious review of this, and the Prime
Minister will take action on it.

As regards 4.5 per cent reservation, I do not know what was the calculation for it, and which smart aleck had advised the
Government to go for 4.5 per cent. The Ranganath Mishra Commission had given three recommendations. One was to give
10 per cent reservation to Muslims. It is a Commission and the Government is duty-bound under the Commission of Inquiry
Act, 1950 to file the recommendations of a Commission, which they had established. It said 10 per cent to Muslims and five
per cent to other minorities. If that is not possible, it said to give six per cent to Muslims and two per cent to other
minorities. You have arrived at 4.5 per cent.

The Terms of Reference of the Ranganath Mishra Commission were clear whether reservation can be given to Muslims. The
answer was given to you and the Government has done the opposite. The Ranganath Mishra Commission also talked about
giving Dalit status to Muslims and Christians. The Government does not talk about it. A case was filed in the Supreme Court
in January 2010, and the Supreme Court asked three questions. Does Article 341 contravene Articles 14, 15 and 16, which
are fundamental rights of our Constitution? The Government is yet to give answer on this clarification. Is it not true that
Article 341 is a blot on our Constitution, which only says that in this country of ours a Dalit can only be a Hindu, a Sikh and
a Buddhist? Is this not a reservation based on religion? This answers the question, which has been put over here that
reservation cannot be given to Muslims on the grounds of religion. We are saying no, not on the grounds of religion, but on
our socio-educational backwardness, which has been amply proven by the empirical data given by the Ranganath Mishra
Commission and Sachar Commission. Despite this, the Government does not want to act upon it. Why do you not answer
the Supreme Court? Let the Supreme Court decide on the issue. Moreover, the BIP says that you cannot give on religion. If
that is the case, why is reservation being given to Muslims in Bihar and Karnataka, which are BIP ruled or NDA supported?
This is a contradiction over here.



We are saying give reservation, and when the Constitution was being framed and when it came to the question of
backwardness it was none other than Sardar Patel who said that backwardness includes Minorities. This was part of the
Constituent Assembly debates.

Now, I am coming to another question about Equal Opportunity Commission, the biggest recommendation of the Sachar
Commission. We do not know as to what is the fate of the Equal Opportunity Commission. How can justice be done to all
the backward sections of the society unless and until you establish the Equal Opportunity Commission whether they are
Muslims, Backward Classes, Dalits? You do not want to establish the Equal Opportunity Commission.

As regards the National Databank, what is the fate of the National Databank? How do you know that the benefits of the
schemes that are earmarked for SCs, STs, BCs and Minorities are really accruing to them? You cannot do it unless and until
you have the National Databank.

As regards the National Commission of Minority Education Institutes, why has the Government taken away the
administrative and financial powers of the Chairman? What was the reason for doing this? Kindly restore it as it sends a
wrong signal.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please wind up your speech.

SHRI ASADUDDIN OWAISI: Sir, I am concluding in another three minutes. I would like to talk about the issue of IPC 377. I
am surprised with this Government. Why is the Government quiet on decriminalization of homosexuality? I am of the
opinion that it should not be decriminalized as we will be destroying the social, moral and family life of our society.

The Government of the day over here says that we are going to make a Presidential reference. It is because the 2G
judgement has come. This Government has rightly formed an opinion that the Supreme Court can cancel the license, but
the Supreme Court cannot encroach in the domain of policy, which is of the Government of the day. You want to give a
Presidential reference, but when it comes to decriminalization of homosexuality, you want to keep quiet.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please wind up your speech.
SHRI ASADUDDIN OWAISI : Please give me three minutes.
MR. CHAIRMAN: No, please try to wind up your speech in one minute.

SHRI ASADUDDIN OWAISI : My request to the Government is to file an Affidavit. The Ministry of Health says that sex
between men there are 25 lakh and 10 per cent of them are at risk of getting HIV. Why does not the Government file an
Affidavit? I demand that the Government file an Affidavit in the Supreme Court.

Once again, our feelings have been hurt. Why does not this Government declare Mr. Salman Rushdie a persona non grata?
Why does this person have to come over here and threaten the unity and secular fabric of our country? What is the utility of
Mr. Salman Rushdie? He is hell bent on destroying communal amity that is existing in our country.

On the question of terrorism, 11 modules have been ...(Interruptions) Sir, please let me conclude. I am coming to the
important point. Nearly, 11 modules have been busted. Why was the journalist Mr. Kazmi been arrested who has a pass for
Parliament? I demand that the Government release Mr. Kazmi on bail.

What happened to the Interlocutor's Report of Kashmir? It has not been tabled in this House even after the passage of six
months. What about the un-marked graves issue? Why does not the Government take a strong stand on the Palestine
issue? The Government must take a strong stand on the Palestine issue and condemn the behaviour of the Israeli
Government. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude now. The next speaker is Shri Thol Thirumaavalavan. He is the last speaker today.
...(Interruptions)
19.00 hrs.

SHRI ASADUDDIN OWAISI: Lastly, I would like to conclude by talking about Zakia Jaffri. Nearly, 10 years have passed
since the Gujarat riots. How can there be sadbhavna without justice and fair play? Hence, I demand that the Government
to look into these issues and take strong steps.



MR. CHAIRMAN: The next speaker is Shri Thol Thirumaavalavan, and he is the last speaker. You have two minutes to
speak because it is already 7 o'clock and we have to take Zero Hour also. So, please be very brief while speaking.
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*SHRI THIRUMAAVALAVAN THOL (CHIDAMBARAM): Hon. Chairman, let me thank you for giving me an opportunity to
participate in this discussion on the Motion of Thanks to the President's Address to both the Houses of Parliament. The
achievements of this Government, the policy formulations of this Government and the performance-assessment of this
Government have all been spelt out in this Address. At this juncture, I would like to point out that the Address does not
indicate any further measures to be taken to ensure the upliftment of the Dalits and the people of the depressed sections
of the society. As this Address is not specifying any move to ensure the implementation of the reservation policy pertaining
to the Dalits, I cannot but express my disappointment. Even though the President in her Address that went on for an hour
and more, touching upon here and there certain things pertaining to the deprived sections of the society like the Dalits, the
other backward classes and the minorities, nothing concrete has been emphatically put forth towards their empowerment
and upliftment. It is disappointing to note that no constructive action plan has been spelt out.

The United Progressive Alliance in its Election Manifesto had stated that this Government would endeavour to bring about
reservation in the private sector also. More than two and a half years have elapsed and there is no mention about the steps
taken to introduce reservation in the private sector. It is a matter of great concern. Unless and otherwise, we ensure
reservation in the private sector we may not be able to improve the lot of the marginalized sections of the society like the
Dalits, Other Backward Classes, Minorities and more specifically the women. Hence, I urge upon the UPA Government to go
in for legislate a suitable law to provide for reservation in the private sector.

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Tamil

This Government makes announcements often and on about its handling of external affairs highlighting the foreign policies.
It is reflected in this year's President's Address. Unfortunately, there is just a single-line mention about Sri Lanka in the
twenty-one page Address of the President. That sentence refers only to the steps taken by this Government after what had
happened in Mullivaikkal. The present stand and the current situation has not been adequately indicated. The Tamils there
are still suppressed and oppressed. The encroachment by the Sri Lankan Army of the Tamil areas are continuing unabated.
Young women, girls and students are being ravished and the incidents of rapes are on the increase. It is said that more
than twenty five thousand school-going and college-going girls are pregnant and the Army men are on the prowl. It is
astounding that we are mute spectators still. More than ninety thousand women who have lost their husbands are
struggling to eke out a living. It is also reported that Sri Lankan Army men are forcing them to flesh trade. Systematic
genocidal attack on the cultural identity of the Tamils has been let loose. Young Tamils are also introduced to drugs and
pornographic materials in the form of CDs and Diskettes. Through Cell phones and blue-tooth-technology, these things are
spread as an attack on the cultural traditions of Tamils. There is a state-sponsored Terrorism that seeks to wipe out the
Tamil race leading to genocide. We are pained to note that our Government seeks to ignore the real problem there under
the plea that we might not interfere in the affairs of other countries.

Now, in Geneva an important meeting of the UN HCR is in progress. Nearly about 47 countries are its members. India is a
also a member of that body. An important resolution is there before that Council as proposed by the US. The world Tamils
believe that the current Sri Lankan regime can be tried for war crimes by way of passing this resolution. At a time when
many countries including the US have come forward to vote against the Sri Lankan Government, the stand of the
Government of India has not been spelt out as yet.

Even in the statement placed before this House by the External Affairs Minister, it is stated that India might not go into the
internal affairs of the other countries. I would like to point out that India had taken resolute stand against the apartheid
policies of the erstwhile South African regime. India had also taken a stand in support of the Palestinians. It is only with our
intervention Bangladesh was carved out of Pakistan. India had also taken a stand to extend asylum to Dalai Lama which is
definitely against the stand taken by China. I would like to point out that we have enough of precedence to show that we
have taken stands deviating from the claimed-stand that we do not take a stand against any country. Only in Sri Lankan
Tamil issue, the Indian Government tries to seek umbrage under the plea that we may not interfere in the affairs of other
countries. Let me point out that this is an anti-Tamil stand.

Almost everyday Tamil fishermen are being attacked in the high seas. They are attacked, injured and killed and their fishing
nets are torn and destroyed. Be it the problem faced by the Tamil fishermen, be it Mullaiperiar Dam or Cauvery river Water
dispute, be it an attempt by a neighbouring state to build a check dam across the Palar river, the Centre is not at all taking



a stand to benefit the Tamils and it is saddening us. The Centre is continuously failing to take a stand to benefit the Tamils
and always takes a stand against the Sri Lankan Tamils. Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi strongly condemns the attitude of
this Government. I would like to draw the attention of this Government to state that the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi
would be forced to take a stand, if the Indian Government fails to vote against Sri Lanka in the on going UN HCR meeting in
Geneva. We may have to take a decision even if the Government fails to cast its vote taking a neutral stand. With this, let
me conclude, thanking the Chair again for giving me this opportunity.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The discussion will continue tomorrow.



