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Title: Regarding situation arising out of abduction of two Italians in Kandhamal, Odisha by CPI-Maoists.

MADAM SPEAKER: The House will now take up 'Zero Hour.'
Shri Arjun Charan Sethi.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing else will go on record.
(Interruptions) € *
MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing else will go on record except what Shri Arjun Charan Sethi is saying.
(Interruptions) €/ *
MADAM SPEAKER: Shri Arjun Charan Sethi to speak.
...(Interruptions)
12.30 A hrs

At this stage, Shri Thol Thirumaavalavan left the House.

SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI (BHADRAK): Madam Speaker, on my behalf kindly allow Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab to speak.

MADAM SPEAKER: All right.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Madam Speaker, I stand here to raise a very serious issue which concerns both
the Union Government as well as this House.

Most of us are aware that two Italians have been abducted by the Maoists since the last one week. It was on Saturday late
night the two Indians who were accompanying the two Italians to the far off places of the Kandhamal District of Odisha
returned to Puri and informed the police late at night after twelve o'clock of this abduction. One was Shri Santosh
Maharana, the cook and the other was Shri Karthik Parida, the driver. They said that the two Italians, namely Bosusco
Paolo and Claudio Colangelo have been abducted by the Maoists and that they have given a list of demands to be fulfilled by
the State Government and the Union Government.

The information about the abduction of these two Italians was communicated to the Minister of External Affairs. An

attempt was made to contact the Minister of External Affairs on 18t morning. But the Minister of External Affairs returned
the call after he returned, in the afternoon, at 4.30 p.m. ...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Let us have order in the House.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : An attempt was also made to contact the Home Minister But repeatedly the Chief
Minister's Office was informed that they have to call after an hour, after two hours, after seven hours, etc. That is how it
continued and when at six o'clock finally the Chief Minister wanted to talk to the Home Minister there was no response and
he was asked to contact the Home Minister after an hour or so. Finally, the Home Minister could come on line at 8.30 in the
night. When the Chief Minister spoke to him at 8.30 in the night and apprised him about the seriousness of this issue, about
the abduction of these two foreign nationals by the Maoists and that this is the first time the foreign nationals have been
abducted in Odisha, which is in India, and told the Home Minister that something should be done, I am sorry to say here in
this House that the Home Minister's response was very casual. He said: "Thank you" after listening to just two sentences
from the Chief Minister and put the phone down. ...(Interruptions)



Madam, the abduction of the foreign nationals is a very serious issue. This is for the first time the Maoists have abducted
foreign nationals. It is a sensitive matter. Both the State Government and the Union Government should respond to this
situation in a more conscious manner. It has got international ramifications. ...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Members, please take your seats.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Already the State Government of Odisha has formed a Crisis Management Group. The
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes Development Secretary, Shri Santosh Sarangi; the Home Secretary, Shri
Aurobindo Behera; the Panchayati Raj Secretary, Shri PK. Jena are on the job. They are looking into this matter, are trying
to have as much contact and are jointly monitoring the situation. ...(Interruptions) The Maoists have initially nominated
three persons. They were: one, the CPI (Maoist) Politburo Member, Shri Narayan Sanyal, who is imprisoned in
Chhattisgarh; two, the civil rights activist, Shri Dhandapani Mohanty, who has already arrived in Bhubaneshwar; three, the
civil rights activist, Shri Biswapriya Kanungo, who declined to participate in this negotiation. Subsequently, another civil
rights activist, Shri Prafulla Samantray's name was mentioned. He also declined to participate in the negotiation. Another
person, Shri B.D. Sharma, former civil servant and presently civil rights activist, was mentioned. He has already arrived in
Bhubaneshwar. The State is still awaiting another name from the CPI (Maoists) so that negotiations can take place.

Madam, Mr. Claudio had arrived in Puri and as the report says he is travelling to India for more than 20 years. This is a
concern for every conscious Indian. How has a foreign national been staying here not only in Odisha but also he has been
travelling throughout this country and specially for the last so many vyears? No information is being
provided....(Interruptions)

Madam, this is a serious matter. Though so many days have passed, though the House is in Session, not a single Statement
has come from the Government.a€| (Interruptions) the Home Ministry has not come out with any Statement. What is the
Central Government, the Union Government doing?...(Interruptions)

I am told that Mr. Claudio has a PAN Card and he is also transacting business. This is a direct issue to which the Central
Government has to respond. My primary responsibility today is to get the hostages back safe and sound. That is the
primary objective. Our request is that all attempts should be made to bring those two Italians back safely. Also, the Italian
media is now in Bhubaneswar. One of the Embassy Officers is in Bhubnaneswar. What is the Central Government
doing?...(Interruptions) That is our concern. At least, somebody from the Union Government should respond and talk to the
State Government.

3e18T ABNGAL: 31 31U 3Uai! &I 33" 2 Please take your seat.
...(Interruptions)
31€RTET ABIGAT: 3MUol A3} T D& Sl 3 SACTT 3Gl dId 3 AT B3

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Odisha is a part of this country. You have visited Kandhamal when you were a Minister.
Kandhamal is the place from where these two Italians were abducted. . In Daringbadi, considered as the Kashmir of
Odisha, we have snow fall. It is more than 3000 metres above the sea level. That is one of the beautiful places. If foreign
nationals go there, they get abducted like this, is it not serious?...(Interruptions)

I would also like to mention that the Police restrained them and denied them access to go into that area. Still they went
there. All these issues, we will take up later on. Our request is that all the attempts should be made by the Intelligence,
Police and whatever mechanism you have both at the Centre and in Odisha to bring them back. They should work
cohesively to bring these people back to civilization. Thank you.

MADAM SPEAKER:

Shri Rajendra Singh Tomar,

Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal,

Shri Rajendra Agarwal,



Shri Nikhil Kumar Choudhary,

Shrimati Jayshreeben Patel,

Shri Ramen Deka,

Shri Kabindra Purkaystha,

Shri Virendra Kumar and

Dr. Prasanna Kumar Patasani are allowed to associate with the subject raised by Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab relating to the abduction of
two ltalian tourists from Kandhamal, Odisha by the Maoists.
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THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF WATER RESOURCES (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): I
will convey this to the hon. Minister.
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STEAGT HBIGAT & 31T 31U JAG SI3Y|
&€ (cauron)
MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go in record. Shrimati Jayshreeben Patel.
(Interruptions) €+

ofl SPIcfdamT ure : 5| sigdd} vorfict=h gotror 6t e w2 ... (Rm@uer) fidfa wriad! ®32). .. (=iawrer)

MADAM SPEAKER: Shri Gurudas Dasgupta.






