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MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, the time allotted for this discussion on the Bill is over. I have five speakers on this Bill. If
the House agrees, the time for the discussion on the Bill may be extended by one hour.



SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The time for the discussion on the Bill is extended by one hour.
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SHRI S. SEMMALAI (SALEM): Thank you Mr. Chairman for giving me this opportunity.

I stand to support the Bill introduced by hon. senior Member, Shri Satpal Maharaj, as it reflects the aspiration and
emotional needs of the people of the State. Language represents culture. So, there is a link between culture and language.



What is the connection between them? If you want to destroy a culture, kill the language, so goes a saying.

The Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution had originally listed 14 languages as Scheduled Languages and subsequently
through so many amendments this number was raised to 22 languages. Now the request of the hon. Member to include
Garhwali and Kumaoni as Scheduled Languages requires serious consideration, of course, positively. I fully support the
ambition of hon. Member, Thiru Satpal Maharaj.

Sir, this august House has eminent speakers who are well-versed in their mother tongue. Language is the light of the mind.
When we speak in our mother tongue, we can put our thoughts very impressively. So, everyone is very fond of his or her
mother tongue.

When we promote one language, it should not be at the cost of other languages. One of the ways of promoting a language
is its use as official language. At present, both Hindi and English have been recognized as official languages of the Union
Government. I also have a strong desire like hon. Member, Shri Satpal Maharaj that my mother tongue — Tamil, which is an
ancient language, should be made as one of the official languages of India for its promotion and development. Even from
the beginning, our Party has been giving a call to include Tamil, along with the other languages, in the Eighth Schedule as
the official language of India. Our revered leader, hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Puratchitalavi has been working

hard to achieve this object. This requires an amendment to article 343 of the Constitution. This is a long felt demand of the
people of not only Tamil Nadu but also other States.

India was re-organized into different States on the linguistic basis. So, in my view, there is nothing wrong to include at
least some important languages in the Eighth Schedule as official languages of the country fixing some criteria.

I would like to take this opportunity to raise another important issue on which the Central Government should act early.
This is with regard to conducting examinations of various Central Public Sector Undertakings and also of various
Departments of Government for recruitment in both technical and non-technical posts. Now, for filling up these posts the
examinations are being conducted only in Hindi and English, excepting a few Departments. The aspirants for such posts
hailing from non-Hindi speaking areas are put to disadvantage. In order to ensure quality, parity and end discrimination, I
would like to urge the Central Government to take suitable and immediate steps to permit candidates to write for these
competitive examinations, for recruitment to various posts, in their regional languages, that is, their Mother Tongue. I
would welcome the step taken by the Railway Ministry for permitting the candidates to write the Departmental
examinations in Railways in the language of their own choice and also in their regional languages. I believe that the other
Ministries will also follow the path of the Railway Ministry.

Sir, before concluding, I would like to make it clear that I am not against any language but languages should flourish
uniformly. 'Rig Veda' says that "one should respect his Motherland, his culture and his Mother Tongue because they are the
givers of happiness." In that sense, I fully support the Bill moved by Shri Satpal Maharaj for inclusion of Garhwali and
Kumaon languages in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution.
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(Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh in the Chair)
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI JITENDRA SINGH): Mr. Chairman, Sir, this
Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2010 for inclusion of Garhwali and Kumaoni Languages in the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution was presented by Shri Satpal Maharaj in the Lok Sabha on 19.8.2011. Shri Hukmadeo Narayan Yadav, Shri
Shailendra Kumar, Shri Gorakh Nath Pandey, Shri Mangni Lal Mandal, Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab, Shri Adhir Chowdhury, Shri
Syed Shanawaz Hussain, Shri K.C. Singh 'Baba’, Shri Naveen Jindal, Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh,
Shri J.P. Agarwal, Shri Deepender Singh Hooda, Shri Badri Ram Jakhar, Shri Jagdambika Pal, Shri Mahabal Mishra, and Shri
Kamal Kishor 'Commando' have strongly supported the Bill for inclusion of Garhwali and Kumaoni Languages in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution.

Demands for inclusion of additional languages have been made from time to time. As of now, demands for inclusion of 38
languages are pending for consideration. A Committee under the Chairmanship of Shri Sitakant Mohapatra was constituted
in 2003. The Committee submitted its Report in 2004 and made certain recommendations. No decision on the
recommendations of the Sitakant Mohapatra Committee Report has been taken till now. Comments from various
departments like DoPT, Culture, Registrar General of India, HRD etc. have been received.

There is also the issue relating to the language of the UPSC Examination. In a matter relating to the inclusion of Bhojpuri
and Rajasthani languages in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution, it was decided that the inclusion of these languages in
the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution may be deferred till a decision is taken by the Government on the language issue of
the UPSC Examination. UPSC has made a request that the present link between the Eighth Schedule languages may be de-
linked from the Commission's scheme of examination in conducting the examinations in all the Eighth Schedule Languages.
UPSC has constituted a High Level Standing Committee to examine the modalities for implementing the recommendations
of the Parliamentary Resolution in a manner consistent with the high standards of UPSC, for the existing languages in the
Eighth Schedule. It has been decided to await the Report of the High Level Standing Committee and Government's decision
to be taken thereon after which a fresh assessment of the demands of inclusion of languages will be made and a decision



on Dr. Sitakant Mohapatra Committee's Report taken.

Therefore, it will not be advisable to consider inclusion of Garhwali and Kumaoni Languages in the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution in isolation of other pending similar demands. The case of these two languages will be decided alongside other
pending demands.
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With these words, I request the hon. Member to withdraw the Constitution (Amendment) Bill and not to press for its
consideration.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Are you withdrawing?
SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ : I beg to move for leave to withdraw the Bill further to amend the Constitution of India.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

"That leave be granted to withdraw the Bill further to amend the Constitution of India."



The motion was adopted.

SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ : I withdraw the Bill.



