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Title: Further discussion on the motion for consideration of the Ban on Witchcraft Bill, 2011, moved by Shri Om Prakash
Yadav on 27th April, 2012 (Discussion not concluded).

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House shall now take up item No. 49. Shri Om Prakash Yadav was on his feet. You may continue
please.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Motion moved:

"That the Bill to provide for ban on witchcraft in any form in the country,

be taken into consideration."
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"It is very depressing that in India, only a handful of states have laws against witch-hunting. Witch hunting in
most cases constitutes an attempt to murder. But because of lack of laws that specifically targets this
practice; the people involved with witch hunting are booked under article 323 of the Indian Penal Code. This
means that the law now equates the crime of witch hunting with crimes where a person tries to voluntary
cause hurt like slapping or physically abusing somebody. Under this law, the maximum punishment for this
offense is a jail term up to one year and a fine of Rs. 1,000. "
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SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity. I am not very sure which
Ministry is supposed to be handling this Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is Shrimati Krishna Tirath's Ministry.

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY: With all due respect to Shri Om Prakash Yadav ji, I have the highest regard for his initiative
and all of us appreciate what he has done, I would like to bring to your notice the discrepancy that I see in the Statement
of Objects and Reasons here.

Initially it says: "That the UNO has released a comprehensive Reporta€|a€}generally women are branded as witch and they
are harassed, tortured, insulted and even murdered in the name of witchcraft by their relatives or so-called witch-hunters in
cold blood". This is Para 1.

In Para 2 it comes to: "It is, therefore, necessary to enact a law to put a blanket ban on the practice of witchcraft and to
provide for (Sir, mind this) stringent punishment for practising or promoting or advertising witchcraft".

Sir, there is a latent discrepancy here. My point is, let us take for example what is happening in many of the Northern
States especially, something called witchcraft which I am ashamed to say I share the floor with such human beings who
have in the Media dared in the twenty-first century to support such a thought process, such a mindset that honour killing is
perfectly okay. People have said that and they dare to come and sit in this House.

Now, the question would be, suppose somebody wanted to bring about a Private Members' Bill or the Government brought
about a Bill to ban or to make honour killing illegal where would you approach? Will you make inter-caste marriage illegal
which is creating the honour killing situation or are you going to punish relatives, villagers or the Khap Panchayat who go
out, search the couple — sometimes the couples run away for their dear lives — hack them to death in the middle of the
night? What do we want to address? Do we want to address the problem of not allowing young people to marry where they



wish, whom they wish or do we want to punish those who harass them? So, the second line with all due respect to Yadav
ji, he is a very respected colleague and I do not mean to in anyway create a bad sense, regarding stringent punishment for
practising, promoting or advertising witchcraft needs amendment. Practising any belief for that matter should be perfectly
legal, should be perfectly okay if in no manner does it abuse the freedom or the sense and sensibilities of another sane
person in our community or in our country. We should not interfere in any manner in the personal beliefs or private
activities of any individual of this country. This is a free democratic country. If some man or woman wants to practice
witchcraft so be it.

Witchcraft is not limited to India. You would have heard about the Covens of England. Can we say that the Brits took help
of the Covens to rule us for 200 years? Maybe they did it. If that be the case, then let us say that the tantriks, those who
practice black magica€]

MR. CHAIRMAN: Jaau Tona.

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY: Yes, Sir, that is the Hindi word. I am sorry, I do not know Hindi. Vastu, Feng-shui, Reiki,
there are so many beliefs in this world.

17.00 hrs

From Chile to Cambodia and from Uganda to Ulan Bator, everywhere humanity over the ages, even before science
developed and even before there was an inception of a logical mind that dawned on human being; mankind has been known
to practise such things to create an understanding of nature which always baffled humanity. It created disbeliefs to
understand itself and to understand what is external to it which was incomprehensible to men. So, it is wrong because in
this country at our sweet will, suppose the Government accepts this Bill or as we have seen in the past a Private Member's
Bill is never accepted in this House, however good it may be it is always trashed. Sometimes the Government does come
with a similar Bill six or eight months later when the whole House had forgotten that some great personality like Shri Om
Prakash Yadav had brought such an eye opener of an Act. So, here the question is that what we want to address.

Our hon. Minister would be able to throw more light if she would speak. The constituency of the hon. Member who brought
the Bill and the areas bordering Orissa and Andhra Pradesh also suffer from a lot of murders as also a lot of humiliation to
women that is meted out to women by villagers who want to blame people for witchcraft. There are a couple of cases.

I edit a daily newspaper in Orissa. I have tried and told my reporters to go deeper into the causes and find out what
really happened. These kinds of cases are happening there many a time. For example, a poor widow who may not be very
aged but her husband has died and she is left with a lot of property. Then a group of hooligans with political help like the
same kind of people who are giving support to honour killing in different States of North India — sham be on them —support
those hooligans and then we blame every politician for supporting a wrong thing. They ensure that that lady branded as a
witch. They can easily brand a lady as a witch. It is easy to do. You can throw a bone into her house and later on a
committee of the villagers will go and say that they have found a bone in her house. They will find some other methods like
ashes and flowers. They can plant anything just like the police do in many cases. They can plant such things and they can
brand, especially, a single woman who may be a widow as well as helpless as a witch and then it is very easy to slaughter
them. Once they are slaughtered, then they grab all the property and it is an easy game. This is what is happening. So,



here are we going to punish that lady even if it is found that she is practising witchcraft or do we want to punish those who
slaughter her in greed to grab her property, her gold, her land and her home? So, that is where the Government should step
in and make things very clear. You have to decide that do you want to ban Reiki or not. Do you have the courage to do
that? Do you want to ban vasstu? Do you want to ban Feng Shui?

You can go to a place like Khan Market in Delhi. You will find two or three big bustling shops which are exclusively selling
Feng Shui items. Who buys it? It is not common people like you and I. They are the rich, the famous and the glamorous
people who buy it because they need more money. So, they will bring in three coins with holes to hang them up on their
doors. They think that by doing so, more money will come. Where will they take all the money? Will they take it to heaven?
I do not know. But if they knew and jhadood on it, then they could probably take all that money to heaven.

Sir, this kind of a Bill is definitely welcomed. It needs attention. I would like to say that women have been blamed for being
witches for a very long time, even in Europe when witches were burnt in the inquisition time on stakes. Everybody is aware
of that. Similar situation exists not only in India but all over. So, this belief - blind or eyes wide shut - may be considered
bad or harmful but humanity needed to address problems unfortunately created by the All Mighty himself. So, we can blame
the All Mighty and we can bring about a law to restrict the activities of the All Mighty or we can become more sensible and
make an effective law because this country has already got so many laws that there is a need to bring about a census of a
per capita law in this country! It is very important. We have got too many laws but we do not have the infrastructure to
implement them. So, the governance system itself is becoming a matter of joke because we just pointlessly pass laws here
and they never go down to the field level.

So, let us not make something similar to that but let the Government come up with a tangible Act whereby you can
curtail the people from doing injustice to newly married couples, to widows, to helpless people and the poor just because a
gang can form does not mean an individual can be subjugated. That is the Indian mind set. If we can become a group or a
gang, then we can do anything and that example we see even in politics whether it is the NDA as a gang or the UPA as a
gang, it is all a very similar thing. So, let us rise above this gang mentality. I am sure Madam is extremely capable of that
because she is not in any gang. She is a free thinking lady and she, I hope, will take this Private Members Bill -- which
obviously her Government will never accept -- seriously and bring about a law that will address the situation in all sincerity.
It needs to be addressed because this is a social ill we are all suffering from. You address the whole plethora from honour
killing to witch hunters to all those people who are doing injustice to the weak, to the widows, to women and to those who
are helpless.

SHRI S. SEMMALAI (SALEM): Sir, I thank you for permitting me to speak on the Ban on Witchcraft Bill moved by Shri Om
Prakash Yadav. The initiative of the hon. Member in bringing a Private Member Bill on this subject is really appreciable.

I do not know whether the Government is going to give a serious thought to this issue but in my view, the issue
deserves the attention of the Government. Ignorance, illiteracy and a strong cultural belief in the existence of witchcraft are
causing untold miseries to the people. It is a superstition belief.

Voltaire compared superstition to a mad daughter of a wise mother. Between 2001 and 2008, 452 women were killed in
Jharkhand due to the practice of witchcraft. There is a law to punish those practicing witchcraft in Jharkhand but still it is
widely prevalent. Witchcraft is practiced in 12 States including West Bengal, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. Some time
back Maharashtra tried to bring a law in this regard but religious groups stalled the move on the ground that it would wipe
away the customs and rituals followed for a long time. Fake Swamis, fake Babas, and fake Sadhus cheat the common
people by performing the so called miracles. Superstitions are failures in reasoning. Education can wipe out superstitions. A
scientific outlook and temper should be inculcated in the minds of youngsters. Ignorance is the parent of superstitions.

Even if the Government does not come forward to enact a law in this regard, I would urge the Centre to create
awareness on superstitious beliefs through appropriate programmes in the visual media. So long as persons are open to get
cheated, there will always be a group to cheat others.

Some 15 years back, Doordarshan used to telecast a programme in Hindi on every Sunday morning to create
awareness against superstitions. But this has been discontinued. A rational and scientific thinking must be applied on all
issues. Blindly following the commands of others is itself a dangerous course. When, why and how should be the questions
which one must ask in respect of each issue. If we begin to question on any issue like this, rationalism will emerge and
ignorance will vanish.

In school syllabus, a lesson on superstitions versus rational thinking should be introduced. Blind belief and following



the path shown by others without thinking will lead to superstition.

I endorse the Member's view fully and hope that the Centre, if not today at least on some other occasion or some other
day, will come forward to bring a law banning witchcraft.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Adhir Chowdhary.

SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPUR): Sir, at the outset, I would like to thank you for calling me to speak on this



subject.

I must appreciate the initiative taken by our hon. colleague Shri Om Prakash Yadav for brining forward the Private Member's
Bill titled "Ban on Witchcraft Bill" because, I think, the practice of witchcraft is a blot on the civilized society. When we are
reading in the newspapers about the landing of the Rover craft in the Planet Mars — everybody knows the name curiosity
when we are boasting of India as a country which is recognized as a space-technology-savvy country in the world, then, I
think it is shameful to us when we come to know that poor women are being subjected to gruesome torture, atrocity and
violence which even culminates into death. At that point of time, some sort of remedial measures have to be taken as an
imperative need to address and redress this kind of an unsavory situation prevailing in our society. This legislative measure
has sought to lay emphasis on and put an end to the witchcraft-related killings.

We should not confuse between astrology and astronomy. We should confound ourselves between ignorance and science.
We should not deviate from the tone and tenor of this very legislative document.

For your convenience I would like to refer to two or three examples. On 22"d May, 2011, a news was published in a
newspaper that in Raipur, 11 people of a village in Chhattisgarh barged into a house and severely assaulted a woman
accusing her of practising witchcraft and inserted a pair of scissors in both her eyes and then in her husband's eyes too.
The Chhattisgarh State Assembly had passed the Witchcraft (Prevention) Act in 2005 but it has hardly made an impact in
tribal areas where most of the atrocities against women in the name of witchcraft are still flourishing and a majority of the
cases remain unreported. Then what should be our reaction to this kind of inhuman incident?

Witch killings are reported in the North East area also. Witch killings are reported mostly in the monsoon season in view of
the outbreak of several deadly diseases when an ailing person could not be saved despite administering herbal concoctions,
the quacks and “shamans' are branded and killed in revenge by the family members. Can we subscribe to the view of those
people who have committed this kind of crime?

Sir, another example is in Rajasthan. In Rajasthan, a news had come out 7t August, 2011 that Narangi Devi, 33, a
resident of Rani village, was branded witch and made to lie on burning embers while tantrik Usha Meena placed hot embers
on her body at Keshav Nagar of Pali district, nearly 296 kms. southwest of Jaipur. The incident took place on Friday night
and even the victims husband, Chunni Lal, and other relatives looked on.

From "Assam Tribune' dated 16t February 2012, a report has been published that every second day we read of women in
Assam being labelled witches and killed. The latest was in Tezpur in Sonitpur district of Assam where Lakshmi Gaur was
brutally killed and buried at Milanpur in Misamari area. Sir, the examples are galore, from where can we draw the
conclusion. In the name of witchcraft, brutalities, atrocities, violence have been perpetuated in our society. Because of this,
it appears that our country has been divided between India and Bharat. For, India has been dlittering; on the contrary,
Bharat has been languishing in the abysmal of despair, in the absence of knowledge. That is why, the need of the hour is to
provide education so as to make our population literate, to provide health at an affordable price to those people who used
to live in the remotest part of our country.

I do not know what kind of figures could be provided by the hon. Minister insofar as atrocities, witch hunting, witch killing
are concerned, which have been continuing, unabated. It is reported that at least 12 States in our country are recognised
as areas where witch hunting is rampant even today. While statistics regarding the magnitude of the problem are scarce,
according to unofficial estimates, in the last 15 years, around 2,500 women have been killed after being branded as
witches. About 500 cases occurred in Jharkhand alone in the past few years.

Sir, when the womenfolk in our country are being deprived of the fundamental rights of living, which has been enshrined in

our Constitution, when our women are being subjected to discrimination, when the poor women of the tribal villages are
subjected to gruelling violence, then we can only take recourse to the legal machinery in order to address the situation. But
the fact is, in spite of a plethora of laws, it is due to lack of implementation, this kind of ancient and medieval practices are
still taking place in our country. Largely, the affected population, in so far as witch hunting is concerned, is the tribal

cultures of our country because their life pattern is designed to save the tribal population where individuals cannot make
their presence felt by expressing themselves and the tribal village is dominated by priests, by pradhan, and by janguru
themselves. So, naturally they cannot go beyond their own capacity to express their feelings.

Sir, whenever any kind of misfortune befalls in any village, immediately after that witch hunting starts and those who are
responsible for identifying the witches, they take to some inarticulate incantation and abracadabra and they adopt some
medieval practices to identify the witches by their own whims and once a witch is identified, her life becomes miserable.
That is why, this kind of practices need to be stopped.



Sir, witchcraft is not related to any religion; rather, I must say, it is a perversion of religion, it is a corruption of religion. The

identification of witches with that of Pagan Goddess Diana is put forward by the Italian G. Tartaratti in the 15t Century on
the basis of certain allusions in the medieval literature on witchcraft especially on account by Regino and it has been upheld
by certain English authors also.

So, Sir, from fairy tales such as Hansel and Gretel to Shakespeare's Macbeth, witches have been projected as satanic and
devilish women. So, whenever we visualise a witch, we think that she is worshiper of devil, she usually drinks human blood,
she can fly on broomstick, she has the power to cast spell, she has the power to tell the future, etc.

Sir, throughout the world, these practices have been reported widely, especially in the underdeveloped and undeveloped
countries which are largely the victims of this kind of medieval practices. Witch does not mean that they are to be female
only. Both male and female can be regarded as witch, but because of our patriarchal society, where male dominates the
society, female usually suffers a lot.

Sir, once upon a time, the female used to play the role of a peacemaker, or a counsellor, but to cut down their influence in
our society the male power started to innovate various kinds of ways and means to scuttle the domination of womenfolk in
our society. That is why due the patriarchal society of our country, the female are largely the victims of witchcraft.

Sir, India is a country which we are boasting of for surging ahead to the 215t Century. When we are boasting of a country
like India which has carved out a niche for this country in the comity of nations then certainly we cannot encourage this
kind of practice by any excuse whatsoever. That is why I think some sort of stringent measures need to be introduced in
our legislative mechanism so as to put a ban on this kind of witchcraft, especially relating to the killing of the innocent, poor
womenfolk in our country.

With these words, I am concluding my speech.
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Hon. Members, the time allotted for the discussion is over. There are three or four more speakers to speak on this
Bill. If the House agrees, the time for the discussion may be extended by one hour.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. Please continue.
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