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Title: Further discussion on increase in Naxalite and Maoist activities in the Country, raised by Shri Basu Deb Acharia on the
17th December, 2009 (Discussion not concluded).

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now, Item No. 18 — Shri Basu Deb Acharia.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (BANKURA): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I initiated the debate on 'increase in Naxalite activities' on

17th December, 2009. I spoke for two minutes and then the House was adjourned. Subsequently this issue was not taken
up during this period.

After almost three years we are again discussing one of the latest threats to our internal security. It was described
by both the President of India as well as the Prime Minister a number of times. The Maoist threat is the greatest threat of
internal security and during this period, Sir, the Maoist activities have been spread over to nine States. It is now spread
over to nine States and activities are on the increase year after year. I have the figures up to 2011 and I have the figure
given in an Annual Report of the Ministry of Home Affairs. The situation is very bad at least in two or three States where
the State Governments are not in a position to tackle the Maoist threat. More than 3000 people were killed from 2008 to
2011. I have the figures. There are a large number of incidents — may be to the extent of 9000 incidents — that had taken
place during this period.

Sir, in West Bengal there was no Maoist activity prior to 2005. But in 2005 what we had seen? I come from Purulia, which is
a part of that district which was affected and then Bankura and West Midnapore. The Maoists used to come from the
border from Jharkhand and after committing the crime they used to go back to Jharkhand. But from 2006 they started
staying in three districts and started organising squad. These Maoist forces were given shelter and they started staying
permanently. These Maoist forces were utilised in Nandigram. These forces were utilised in Singur movement. Arms
training were imparted to the cadres of a particular political party and this was made clear even by Maoist leader Kishaniji.
He made a statement that they were utilised in Nandigram and in Singur.

This is surprising that the country is faced with such a threat from Maoist forces. They are continuing with killing activities.
I have the figures from 2009. In West Bengal, in 2008, deaths were 26 but in 2009 it increased to 158. Then in 2011, it
increased to 258.

Why was such an increase since 2009? Nearly 500 people were killed during the years from 2008 to 2011. Majority of them
were from my Party, CPI (M). They were leaders, cadres, workers and activists; 90 per cent of them were poor people,
poor farmers, poor agricultural labourers, and middle class people. They were tribals because the entire area — West
Midnapore, Jhargram Sub-Division, Bankura and Purulia's Burdwan, Barabazar, Balarampur, Baghmundi, Jhalda — is a tribal
area.

Sir, you will be surprised to know that seven persons belonging to the All India Forward Bloc and a woman Pradhan were
taken from their houses, they were asked to stand, and they were killed one after another. I had visited the houses of each
and every person who was killed. None had a pucca house. They only had a thatched house with tiles. They were all poor
people. The former Chairman of Zila Parishad, Shri Rabindranath Kar, was burnt alive along with his wife, while they were
sleeping. Their thatched house was put on fire. Out of these 500 people, at least 400 people were belonging to the Left
Parties. They were leaders, workers and activists of the Left Parties. When such incidents were taking place, what we
expected was that the then leader of the main Opposition Party would condemn those incidents but they did not.

After the Lok Sabha elections, since 2009, the former Railway Minister at the Centre — now the Chief Minister of West
Bengal — went to Lalgarh, addressed a meeting and demanded a judicial inquiry against the killing of Mr. Azad, the Maoist
leader of Andhra Pradesh. The Government's version was that he was killed in an encounter but the former Railway
Minister stated that Mr. Azad was killed and she demanded a judicial inquiry. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI REWATI RAMAN SINGH (ALLAHABAD): She said that he was killed by Police. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: Mr. Azad was killed by Police or paramilitary force, whatever might be but she demanded a
judicial inquiry, whereas the then Home Minister, Shri P. Chidambaram made a Statement in this House that Mr. Azad was
killed in an encounter.

Moreover, Sir, when a frontal organization, People's Committee against Police Atrocities (PCPA) was formed in 2008, there
was an attempt on the lives of Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharya, the former Chief Minister of West Bengal and the former Steel



Minister, Shri Ram Vilas Paswan, when they went to lay the foundation stone of the biggest steel plant. When they were
coming back, there was an attempt on the lives of the former Chief Minister of West Bengal and also the former Steel
Minister. There was not a single word of condemnation by her.

Then, the People's Committee against Police Atrocities was formed. Mr. Chidambaram, in this House had said that 'this
Committee is nothing but the frontal organisation of the Maoists.' How many times did the former Railway Minister held
meetings with this Committee? How would you be able to control, contain and tackle this problem, if it is not done unitedly.
I am saying so because it is a national problem. It is not a problem pertaining to a particular State alone. It is not a law and
order problem alone...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please do not interrupt.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: After becoming the Chief Minister, her first statement was that 'the Central Government should
send more and more Paramilitary Forces to Jangalmahal', which is quite contradictory. When they were in the Opposition in
the State and when she was the Central Railway Minister, time and again, she was asking to stop the joint operation and
withdraw the Central Paramilitary Forces from West Bengal. But after becoming the Chief Minister, she started demanding
to send more and more Paramilitary Forces. When their party was in the Opposition in the State, time and again, she said
that there was no Maoist. Sir, I have the statement of the former Central Railway Minister and the present Chief Minister of
the State with me.

Prior to becoming the Chief Minister, she did not see any Maoist! Whatever activities were being done, she said, were being
done by the Communist Party of India (Marxist) workers. But what is her stand today? Everyone is being branded as
Maoist. A poor farmer in a meeting in Lalgarh just asked a question as to why the price of fertilizers had been increased.
XIIG T 91T $eToll =it &g orm 3?2 limmediately, from the dais of the mike, it was said that he was a Maoist; arrest him. That
man was put behind the bar. Then, he was released on bail. Subsequently he was releaseda€} ( Interruptions) He was
again arrested and refused bail.

On this incident, the Chairman of the Press Council of India, Justice Markandey Katju has said: "I committed mistake when
I said that there are good qualities in the Chief Minister of West Bengal. But I am withdrawing what I said earlier. She is

Sir, we have all seen in a TV channel that anybody putting an embarrassing question to her means that he is a Maoist or he
is a CPI(M) worker. That is the situation today in West Bengal.

Sir, such incidents are increasing, particularly in Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand. How many times our Rural Development
Minister had visited Sarenga in West Bengal. Not once in six months, but he visited Sarenga every month.

forforepia Sft, sotept sreedt smetepRt aai 3 3 I do not know by visiting there what he is doing. Whenever he visits there, an incident
happens. s s #ft ST 2, aat acen gedt 3

AiR=1HY 3hiz BrRigH BrRIfcaRIol AGICRT B IS el T TARMS 32 Ideb Fiquicra A s AG (off ofiwia Siemr): 3y @@ arsa 3 o
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off sF1ea amrar: Ston aifde) But what are the solutions? There is one argument that 'as there is no development, that is why,
Maoists are spreading their tentacles; Maoists are spreading their influence; Maoists activities are increasing.' But that is
not based on facts. I know about one block. Mr. Jatua also knows it. He was an SP in my District. Then, he was a
gentleman. It was in 1982...(Interruptions) In 1982, there was not a single inch of pucca road in Bandwan. He knows it. Mr.
Jatua used to visit at least once in two months....(Interruptions) 1 am talking of the year when you were SP of Purulia in
1981-82. You were SP in Purulia. At that time, not a single inch was pucca road. Now, Bandwan is well connected. There is
a college; there is a polytechnic; there is a cold storage facility; and there is water supply project. Still the Maoist activities
were started from Bandwan in West Bengal. He also knows when I referred to Rabindranath Kar. He was Sabhapati of
Panchayat Samiti when he was SP. He was burnt alive. There was not a word of condemnation from your leader. But we
expected it. When two persons were killed by Maoists in Balrampur, we condemned that incident but not a single word of
condemnation from your leader.

Now, why these activities are increasing? What is the strategy of the Government? Only by use of police force or para-
military force, can this be tackled? Is it possible to tackle by just using para-military force? What had happened in

Chhattisgarh on 29t" June? My BJP friends will bear with me. When 20 Adivasis, tribals were killed, what was the version of
the Home Minister or the State Government? Their version was that it was because of encounter. I have the statement of
two Ministersa€”one is Minister of State and another is Cabinet Minister of Tribal Affairs. I have the version of the Congress



Party of Chhattisgarh. What Shri Charan Das Mahant said was that the information which Mr. Chidambaram had given was
wrong information. It was given by the State Government. Three days after the State police and the Central Reserve Force
killed 20 villagers in an encounter in insurgency operation in Bajapur district of Chhattisgarh, an eleven member-team of the
Opposition Congress visited the site and dubbed the incident completely fake encounter.

Mr. Chidambaram said it was encounter. He said 20 tribals were killed in encounter. A woman was killed in the encounter.
Six year child was injured in the encounter. Who will believe this? The findings are in sharp contrast to the former Union
Home Minister, Mr. P. Chidambaram's remarks soon after the incident praising the forces for their courage and skill,
claiming that three important Maoist leaders were killed in the raid. If we admit that three Maoist leaders were killed, what
about 20 tribals who were also killed? The former Home Minister was silent on this.

Then, my friend, Mr. Kishore Chandra Deo, the Union Tribal Affairs Minister, has challenged the former Home Minister, Mr.
P. Chidambaram's version. He has guts to challenge the Home Minister's version of killing of 20 Adivasis in an anti-Maoist
operation by security forces in Bijapur district of Chhattisgarh last week. What he said, "I have been getting feedback not
just from Congress State Unit but also from a voluntary organization."...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude.
SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: I have just started.
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You have taken 20 minutes.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: I am speaking on tribals. a1 snfgaif3rit & ar 3 dict 32 8, apfl elst 2w i difdre, snft 90 9% & foen
3, et 21el & w16 it fren 8 S b2 off 3y et oot 3B &, PRI et A TS,
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SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: The Minister of Tribal Affairs, Mr. Deo is my great friend; good friend. He asked, 'if those killed
were extremists, then why most of them were unarmed. Most of them were unarmed. No answer was recovered from
them. The first principle of counter insurgency is that you do not shoot unarmed people. Unarmed people including women
and a six year old child were shot dead and the explanation being put forward is that it was dark. This explanation would
not work as night vision devices are available. The explanation given is that the night vision devices were not available and
the Paramilitary Forces and police started firing and innocent tribals were killed. Do you have the right to kill innocent tribal
people? What you have done after you got the information that tribals have been killed. They have nothing to do with the
Maoists. They might be used as shield. ag @en ©%); sPR ofics Gt A2 =MaaR fben & A 3638 ARG AIdE, 3AP aIg T= e,

Our party, Communist Party of India (Marxists) demanded that there should be a judicial inquiry. A time-bound inquiry
should be there. While replying to the debate — @1 fifsrees @i ol 3| 356 #idf S 39)...(RM@emer) 3MU 35 3, Sleil Prerw? Hidoie
foiforecs 8 siar g

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI JITENDRA SINGH): He is just coming.

off 9139 JFIRE: T6 SIRISY, 3 el 3, Acidl, ciftpol S Sl PRI IAATell USSN b Sit SAfSTOrIeT STarpt &t ol 3. (=aemer)
SHRI JITENDRA SINGH: A judicial inquiry has already been ordered.
off SRISd SIRIRE: cIsd WSS Eloll Alfdy) 3l & b 3ol AR sl Alol il

My contention is that this problem should be tackled jointly by the State as well as the Centre as it does not pertain to one
State but it affects many States. It is a national problem. The Prime Minister has stated that it is the greatest threat to the



national security. So, it has to be tackled jointly but it cannot be tackled only by constructing roads or by development
works. What is required to be done?

When an Expert Committee was constituted by the Planning Commission, what Planning Commission Expert Committee has
stated on why this problem is getting accentuated. They say, 'however, as time passed, commitment to land reform has
weakened and it remained an unfinished agenda.' Mostly the tribals and the dalits have been affected in these areas of
West Bengal, West Midnapore, Bankura, Purulia and your State, Jharkhand. I know that you know it better. I also know it
because I have been educated from Intermediate to Post Graduate in your State.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: At that time, it was also in Jharkhand.

SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: Purulia was a part of Jharkhand. Not of Jharkhand but of Bihar, at that time. Tribals are at the
receiving end. Whenever there is a mining project, tribals have been affected and uprooted. No rehabilitation has been
done. They are in their land; but they have no right on the land. That is why, UPA-I had made three contributions — firstly
NREGA, secondly Right to Information Act, and thirdly Forest Right Act. We used to extend external support to that
Government. Shrimati Ambika Soniji knows how much effort we had to put in to see the enactment of the legislation.

We have been demanding this when the Supreme Court ordered that the people who are staying in the forest land
should be evicted and eviction was started in a number of States, except West Bengal and Tripura. In Kerala at that point
of time there was no Left Democratic Government. So, except West Bengal and Tripura, everywhere eviction was started.
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Waynad district of Kerala were a few examples. I had been to Wayanad district where three
tribals had been killed during the police firing. How many years have passed since the enactment of the legislation? At least
five-six years have passed. Can the Home Minister tell us whether this Act has been implemented in letter and spirit? My
friend, the Tribal Minister Shri Kishore Chandra Deo, was lamenting and that is why he wanted to simplify the guidelines.
Many State Governments are not implementing it and are not giving this right to the Tribals. They are staying there for a
number of years — for 50, 60 and even 100 years they are in the forest land — but they have no right! This Act should be
implemented.

The second important point is that there is a need for a re-look into our policy. We have opened our minerals, mines and
natural resources. Where are the natural mineral resources located? They are in tribal areas, be it Chhattisgarh, or be it
Jharkhand. I had been to Bellary and Hospet also. Tribals are there also.

B3 T8l R GXol 38 | ISS! g2l Dl AT Dusil SIT B2 3T 3| &AIST ARI TARAUIREA 831 &b B3A BldI &) U Alel S 3G Sl UAT DA
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off 1S smart: $lver 3 36N ¢Isq &) sREUS 3 &) & Sleld 3| A PRICH &I dI a4 Sield &) Tribals have been affected. They
became land oustees. Employment was not given. They are starving. Poverty is rampant. So, there is a need to change the
neo liberal economic policy of the Government. Because of that, the poor section of the country is being affected,
particularly the tribals.

Sir, I come to the third point.
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: How many points do you have?
SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: Sir, I am recalling my points slowly and slowly.
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: This would be your last point.
SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA: Okay, but I may take a bit longer.

Article 39 of our Constitution has been mentioned in the report. The constitutional mandate to prevent concentration of
wealth in a few hands is being ignored in policy-making. The country is divided between the rich and the poor. The poor are
becoming poorer and the rich are becoming richer. =& ifderet 3 8, do smerct & arer 3 gt JFufts Higa 8, smet @=n at za1 3?7 Today,
because of the neo-liberal economic policy being pursued by this Government since 1991, the gap between the rich and the
poor is widening. aeie gor 3 sefte siie sefiz diar ou a1 &, sPid s sBia 8iar o 281 &) A @2 3 off Ao aifde; dbacr Far-Brerd wiet
o2 3y 331 Sovar bifdtes, you will not be able to tackle this problem unless you address it sincerely and seriously.

JUIEASI ABIGA 31U D8 23 A o5 as snf3ad wrse g,



off 913a JrEIRE: #dlcw, s 3nRad wise 3 & 3 seol Sil foray fpen 8, there is a need for land reforms.
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Shri Jairam Ramesh in reply to a question stated here that West Bengal is the only such State. Shri Jatua, you were
SP when Operation Barga was started. It is the only State where the share-croppers have been given the right and their
names have been registered. There is a need for land reforms so that the poor landless labour can also get land. Now-a-
days, land reforms are not being implemented in a number of States. Not only the concentration of wealth, but the
concentration of land is also in the hands of a few. So, there is a need for land reforms.

Unless the Government sincerely addresses this problem and changes the policy, which is being pursued since 1991,
this problem of Maoists and their influence among the poor people cannot be tackled.
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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Mr. Chairman, I stand here to discuss the topic that was selected during
December 2009 by Shri Basu Deb Acharia, which he actually initiated today, which is regarding "increase in Naxalite and
Maoist activities in the country".

Two specific names have been mentioned here, i.e. 'Naxalites' and 'Maoists'. I am thankful to Shri Bhakta Charan Das who
repeatedly used the term 'Left Wing Extremists' during his deliberation. I think that would have been more appropriate
nomenclature to describe what and how they have been indulging in these activities. It has travelled a long distance since
the Naxalite movement started in mid sixties.

Once we try to describe them as 'Naxalites' or 'Maoists' the attention is equally drawn towards China and China's support
to these elements. Behind our back we always have to remember as to where these 'Maoists', 'Left Wing Extremists' or the
so-called 'Naxalites' are functioning.

I had an encounter with Ms. Shobha De at Bhubaneswar airport. She had gone there to address certain function. She asked
me: Why is it that wherever the industries go we find the 'Left Wing Extremists' are coming up in that area? What
connection do these two have? I said: I leave it to your imagination Madam. But the moment 'Left Wing Extremists' are
entrenched in mining areas, in industrial areas, the administration, i.e. the State slowly withdraws from that area. Whom
does it help? It helps the corporate sector and it helps the 'Left Wing Extremists'. If this is the connection, how many of us
have the courage to say this openly? Rarely do we mention this in any forum. If there is a connection, let us probe this
connection. I urge upon the hon. Home Minister and his colleagues to probe this. I would be very happy if I am proved
wrong. But this is the impression which many of us still hold.

Another connection is the kind of support that our northern neighbour extends to these 'Left Wing Extremists'. Firstly is
there any connection? Do we have any information about this? Is there any connection through a third party or a fourth
party? Why are these 'Left Wing Extremists' only targeting those areas where mines and industries are there, where there
is a scope for prosperity, which can lead this country to a double-digit growth? Is there a manipulation or a design that the
northern neighbour of our country indulging in to keep our growth and development in a suppressed way so that they can
lead?

When we discuss about increase in Naxalite and Maoist activities in the country, we also have to find out what
connection do these people have. I was going through certain reports; the amount of ammunition and arms that actually
come into this country, most of it has this Chinese impression. No doubt the SLR, AK-47 or whatever machine guns or
whatever rocket launchers or whatever is being used has a Chinese bearing on that. That is why, it is not only the look out
of the Ministry of Home Affairs alone, it has connotations on our border and also it has connotations in our neighbourhood.

Therefore, I would say Naxalites and Maoists always say they have declared war and that war is against the Indian State.
What does Indian State signify? We have a Constitution, we have a democracy, we have a judiciary and we have a free
Press. When they declare a war against the Indian State, it means they do not accept any of these institutions that we
have built up for the last so many decades. Those people, especially those who always vouchsafe for human rights and
those who try to protect them in the garb of human rights also encourage these fissiparous activities in the country. I do
not know willingly or unwittingly, they also support them in a grievous way and weaken the fabric of this country. We
agonise over ways of eliminating the long festering Naxalite problem. I am of the opinion that while all effective, legal and
legitimate options should be on the table of policy makers to meet the gravest threat to internal security, an out-and-out
bellicose and militaristic response to such crisis could be ill-advised.

A restrained approach to counter Naxalite operations becomes difficult to articulate in a public discourse. An unambiguous
understanding needs to be developed that going down the path of a self-destructive war against the Naxalites is simply not
an option.

First, my request would be do not promote armed conflict with the Maoist to the status of war. This idea stem from the
misunderstanding that once it is "declared" as a war, then the States' power to deal with the menace will be unfettered by



human rights considerations. It should be kept in mind that even in war, international humanitarian law prohibits causing
unnecessary suffering to combatants as well as non-combatants.

Whatever the outcome of the inquiry ordered after the 19 alleged killings in an operation in June in Chhattisgarh, the
incident will work to the Maoists' advantage. In their cynical way, the Maoists use such incidents to further the cycle of
violence. True, the State has no choice but to put down Maoist violence. But that is not a matter of using force alone.
Equitable development, a sense of participation in the social contract, is what needs to be extended to Left-Wing
Extremist-hit areas. We should not forget the existing deficiencies in the State police forces operating in the Left-Wing
Extremist areas in the States.

These deficiencies need to be plugged quickly. A two-pronged approach of police action and development in the naxal
stronghold areas can only be successful if the State police forces have adequate trained police personnel in police stations
as well as trained police forces to counter the growing naxal activities.

Here, I should also mention that Shri Bhakta Charan Das mentioned about the minor forest produce. Humbly, I would
only mention here that bamboo is also grown in the North-Eastern States. Please find out how the States like Manipur,
Mizoram, Assam and others are operating. Have they made bamboo free for the tribals who live in those areas? At the
same time, I would also mention that Odisha has been pioneer in providing the record of rights to the forest dwellers.
Within the last three years since 2008-09, a large number of people have been provided with the record of rights as forest
dwellers. I think in Nawapara district also these people have been provided with this.

SHRI BHAKTA CHARAN DAS (KALAHANDI): In the North-Eastern States, they depend on the economy of bamboo, which I
know. But the tribal economy of Odisha does not depend on bamboo. We give it to the paper mill owners at cheaper price.
Rather it is better to give to the tribals....(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Mahtab, please wind up. It is enough.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Sir, the IAP is an innovative programme which has started since the last two to three
years. The Rural Development Minister has been very forthright in condemning that programme. He says that it should be
subsumed with the Backward Region Development Fund. About this IAP, my experience is this. One of my Assembly
Constituencies comes under the Left-Wing Extremist-Affected District. A large humber of areas of Odisha also come under
that. A certain fund has also been provided. I am reminded here that the District Magistrate of Malkangiri was abducted 18
months back. After a lot of negotiations and through third-party intervention, he was released. Now, he is serving as the
Private Secretary to the Rural Development Minister in Delhi. He has first-hand knowledge. Very recently, the Rural
Development Minister also visited that district though he did not venture to go into those areas where actually the District
Magistrate was abducted and was confined. But, anyway, the Minister has come on record in different media saying that
the IAP is not giving us the results. We have been saying that because we also know what is happening on the ground. By
providing Rs.30 crore to the District Magistrate, it does not help in getting the things done. Further, the Backward Region
Development Fund also gets distributed among the members, the local representatives, of the Panchayati Raj Institutions.
But we have to find out a certain mechanism where development has to go hand in hand to provide them facilities,
empower the people of that area.

Before I conclude, I would only say this much...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Dara Singh Chauhan. Shri Mahtab, please take your seat.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB: Let me conclude it.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have given you enough time. Why do you not wind up? A number of times, I have given you warnings.
SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB: I am winding up. That is what I am saying. I am making my concluding remarks.

MR. CHAIRMAN: There are other hon. Members who also want to participate in the discussion. Please take one minute and
wind up.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB: I do not know till what time this Short Duration Discussion will continue.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your Party's time is six minutes. You have taken 12 minutes. Other hon. Members are waiting. Please
listen to this.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTARB: Sir, I am listening to you. I am concluding with this remark.



The Maoists represent a crisis of sovereignty as well as a failure of democracy. The challenge is also that of a political
ideology, and it must be dealt with as such. The Maoists want sustenance drawn from the further misery inflicted on India's
poorest people by military operations. Maoism thrives on deficit of democracy. It thrives in the lives of the poor. The point
is, to remove that democracy deficit.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Dara Singhji, please take your seat.



