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Title: Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal called the attention of the Minister of Heatlth and Family Welfare to the situation arising out
of spread of Dengue and Chikungunya in the Country and steps taken by the Government in this regard.
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THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD): The outbreak of Dengue and
Chikungunya in different parts of the country is a major public health challenge. This is being effectively addressed and
dealt with by the State Governments with necessary support and guidance by the Central Government under the National
Vector Borne Disease Control Programme.

As the hon. Members are already aware, Dengue is an outbreak prone viral disease transmitted by Aedes
mosquitoes. Aedes aegypti is the primary vector. Aedes albopictos is the secondary vector. The spread of Dengue infection
has shown an increase in recent years due to various man-made and environmental factors leading to proliferation of Aedes
mosquito breeding sites, both in urban and rural areas. The dimension of the problem can be gauged by the number of

cases and deaths. In 2012, up to 15th November, a total of 35,066 cases with 216 deaths have been reported. The case
fatality rate however has remained low at 0.6%.

Chikungunya is a debilitating illness also caused by bite of infected aedes mosquito. Unlike Dengue, Chikungunya is
non-fatal. The reasons for the outbreak of Chikungunya and Dengue are the same. The total number of Chikungunya

suspected cases has declined. In 2012, upto 15t November, the total number of reported suspect cases is 14227.

As on date, there is no vaccine or drug available for prevention of Dengue and Chikungunya. Treatment of Dengue and
Chikungunya is mainly symptomatic. In severe cases of Dengue, blood/ platelet transfusion may be required.

The Ministry had prepared a long term action plan in January 2007, for prevention and control of Dengue and Chikungunya
in the country and this was circulated to all the States for implementation. Thereafter, in May 2011, the situation was
reviewed and a mid-term plan for Dengue and Chikungunya was approved by Committee of Secretaries and circulated to
the States for implementation. The strategy of the mid-term plan includes among others, entomological surveillance, Vector
Control, Case management, Laboratory diagnosis and Clinical management.

Under the National Vector Borne Diseases Control Programme, the Government of India provides technical, financial and
diagnostic assistance to the States. Diagnostic assistance includes laboratory support in Sentinel Surveillance Hospitals,
linking with Apex Referral Hospitals and providing ELISA based Antibody Dengue Kits (IgM) free of cost as also financial
support for antigen (NSI) test kits. The disease situation in the country is regularly monitored by NVBDCP through reports
received from the States, field visits by Officers from NVBDCP and review at higher levels. The Union Health Secretary had

written to all Chief Secretaries on 26t March, 2012, drawing their attention to take timely action for prevention and control
of vector-borne diseases and effective control activities during the inter-epidemic period. I have myself, written to the hon.

Chief Ministers on 315t May, 2012 emphasising the need to reduce the occurrence of vector-borne diseases and for timely
and effective prevention and control measures by the State Governments and local authorities before outbreak. I have
personally reviewed the situation with State Health Ministers and Senior Officers of Delhi, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and

Mayors and Municipal Commissioners of Delhi on 8t October, 2012 and also with the State Health Ministers and Senior

Officers of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Puducherry at Chennai on 12t October, 2012. During the
review meetings, it was emphasized that States and local bodies must take effective action for eliminating the mosquito
breeding by source reduction, use of larvicides and personal protective measures.

During the Eleventh Five Year Plan, a total of Rs. 1946 crore was spent on the National Vector Borne Disease Control



Programme which includes allocations for Dengue and Chikungunya also.

The Central Government will continue to provide technical and financial assistance for preventing the outbreak of Dengue
and Chikungunya. We hope and trust that all State Governments will continue with various preventive and control measures
so that the number of cases and mortality due to Dengue is minimised. I also take this opportunity to appeal to every
citizen of the country to actively participate and cooperate with the Government in the fight against Dengue and
Chikungunya by preventing breeding of mosquitoes in water collections found in desert coolers, tyres, cans, pots, vessels,
coconut shells, water containers and other receptacles.
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This is a very very important issue. As the Junior Minister in the Health Department has placed the records in the upper
House two-three days back, it is alarming to note that till the month of November there have been reported cases of
dengue to the extent of 35,000 and 216 people have already lost their lives in the country. This disease has no treatment.
This dengue has no vaccine. If we put this question to this hon. House as to who is ruling this country srerawsst 3 s 229,
a8 391 3 oidl acn 3w &, as g9 Aedes aegypti or Aedes albopictus siiz wdi-adt Anopheles sft acr Jar 3 siiz 331 @z 216 people
have not been killed. 216 is the death toll this year and it has been rising over the past three years. In 2010 it was 110; in
2011 it was 169; and this year only till the month of November we have lost 216 people. My heart really goes out to those
families for no fault of theirs. It is totally a question of neglect on the part of this Government.

At the same time, I would like to congratulate the Government of West Bengal where the Health Minister in-charge is
Hon'ble Chief Minister Ms. Mamata Banerjee. The least number of cases of the disease recorded has been in West Bengal —
only 80 cases in Kolkata and 9 death has occurred in West Bengal because the Government has taken serious steps. This is
a recorded version of the Government. ...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record except what she is saying.
(Interruptions)* €/

DR. KAKOLI GHOSH DASTIDAR :Nine death has taken place. Only 80 cases have been reported. The Government has
taken immediate steps to sanction money, no doubt from the NRHM. Rs.16 lakh to the Kolkata Municipal Corporation; Rs.3
lakh each to the municipalities of Siliguri, Howrah, Asansol and Rs.75,000 each to 40 other municipalities to cause
awareness and prevent the disease. The only way to stop this disease is by prevention of the mosquitoes from spreading.
To prevent the growth of the mosquitoes, larvicide has to be used.

The most important point is that for this particular incident, for this particular calamity the onus lies not only with the
Health Ministry. It has to be a coordinated effort of other Ministries also. The effect of global warming has caused
insufficient rainfall in certain places at odd times. Yesterday there was a little bit of rainfall in Delhi. In the last two months
we have seen in different States a little bit of rainfall occurring. It is not enough to wash away the larvae. But it is enough
to cause stagnation of water in which the larvae is growing. So, the Ministry of Environment is involved here.

On the other hand, the Urban Development Ministry is also involved. The JNNURM was formed for making drains and
sewage system throughout the country up to the mark, so that the people who are living not only in the urban slums, but
the poorer people towards the rural areas also get proper drainage. That money has not been used properly and that
Ministry also has to be brought in here because this discoordinated urbanization is resulting in clogging of the big drains. In
my constituency Barasat I know that the huge drain which was supposed to carry the sewage of Barasat town is clogged
by urbanization and slum dwellers are sitting on the drain. This is supposed to carry the sewage to the Vidyadhari river, but
it is stagnating. So, the larvae is getting a chance to grow in that water. The Urban Development Ministry also has to be
brought in. The Health Ministry should form a different task force and bring in the Ministries of Environment and Urban
Development. To cause the larvicide to be effective, proper awareness and proper spraying of insecticides have to be done.
The World Health Organisation has to be taken into confidence because they have projects in which they will help our
country; they will help whichever country appears before them, so that they will send technical teams who will guide us as
to how the larvicide function can be made more effective.

Previously, some 50 years back, a kind of fish, the gappi fish, used to be let lose in these drains, which would take up the
larva. Now-a-days, no such project is being taken up.

The prevention of this disease lies in the larvicide, lies in the awareness and lies in the formation of a task force, like they
have done in West Bengal, in which different other Ministries cooperate and coordinate so that these people, the common
man, who are not aware of the disease, can be made aware. Everybody is not versed in medical science. So, it has to be
made known to them when the mosquito is biting and that this particular mosquito bites during the day. This is an
aggressive biter. It bites during the early morning and towards the sunset time. So, people have to be made aware of the
fact that at this particular time of the day, they have to be careful so that they do not get bitten by the mosquito at that
time. This kind of awareness programme will have to be taken forward.

The virus is changing its genotype very frequently. There are four serotypes and among those four serotypes, there are
certain genotypes. They are changing the genotypes and avoiding the treatment. So, some research will have to be taken
up by entomologists, and the Ministry will have to take this also into account, to prevent this from becoming an epidemic.
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DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME (BOLPUR): Thank you, Madam Speaker. It is an important motion under Calling Attention.
Already, several of my colleagues have raised some pertinent questions on the massive outbreak of Dengue and
Chikungunya -- the two important and major viral diseases in our country these days.

Madam, the Minister in his statement here has categorically said that the occurrence of this disease is mainly due to
various factors -- manmade and environmental factors. I think it has been ascertained correctly. In case of Dengue
incidence, as per the figure which has been mentioned for the current year till date, the detected cases are 35,066 and the



death toll is 216. It is not a point of any consolation because the death rate is a very high rate of incidence. In many cases,
actual reporting is not there. There are many factors which are taken into account to ascertain the disease in the primary
incidence. That is why, in many cases, underreporting is always there. Though the case-fatality rate is minimum, we should
not be satisfied with our present position.

In this respect, my colleague, Dr. Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, claimed that no death had taken place in Kolkata or in West
Bengal this year. But in the record given by the Ministry of Health of the Government of West Bengal, in the month of
September this year, the total number of people affected by Dengue cases 2,033, including Kolkata Metropolitan City, and
the death toll is seven. So, it is not that there are zero deaths. This is not the factual position. Though it is underreported,
there is a massive outbreak. The cases have not been detected in proper time due to lack of proper investigative facilities
at the grass-roots level. I would like to quote from The Statesman, an English Daily, published from Kolkata. They have

reported on Dengue on 11" September, 2012. It was reported:

"That the official report from a team sent by the Union Health Ministry to visit West Bengal following an
outbreak of Dengue had sought to blame the recurrence of the killer disease in the State, especially in Kolkata,
on historical reasons and faulty test reports due to non-availability of updated equipment.”

That was their finding. So, there is a lack of coordination and lack of proper investigative facilities.
MADAM SPEAKER: Please ask your clarificatory question. You are not asking the question.

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME: Madam, I am putting the question. This is an important thing. Lack of coordination among all
the stakeholders is a serious problem. Lack of investigative facilities and lack of management facilities were also the there.
Underreporting is a major cause.

That is why, my concrete suggestion and observation is that this is an abject failure on the part of the National Vector
Borne Diseases Control Programme. We have to appreciate the fact that this Programme is not being implemented
effectively. This is the factual position. Whatever /acunae are there, the Government should review them.

MADAM SPEAKER: Please conclude.

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME : There should be effective implementation of the Programme in coordination with all the
stakeholders, and priority should be given for proper preparation in the intermediate period, that is, before the recurrence
of the epidemic again. That is most important, but that is also lacking. Hence, that point should be taken into consideration.

So far as treatment is concerned, scientifically, we know that there are no antibiotics to treat the patients. We are helpless
there. There is no supportive treatment. But most of the affected patients are our children and infants. And during the case
of the fatal cases like Dengue and hemorrhagic fever which is an acute emergency and for acute emergency diseases, there
is no treatment.

MADAM SPEAKER: Please conclude now. You are not asking the question. Please ask the question and conclude.

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME : Within two minutes, I will conclude. So, dedicated and intensive treatment facilities should be
there. I want to know whether the Government has made any arrangement to have an intensive facility for the treatment
and care of the affected children and infants. At least up to the district level, this facility should be made available. That is
necessary. Blood transfer facilities particularly the platelets should reach the affected people. That should be ensured.

The next thing is the corporates. During this kind of emergency, the people are helpless. Proper awareness is not there.
With this emergency situation, corporate hospitals are exploiting our people. The poor people are being exploited. So, there
is no standard protocol of treatment. So, throughout the country, a standard protocol of treatment of Dengue and
Chikungunya and other viral diseases should be there. These protocols should be given down to the district level.

MADAM SPEAKER: Please conclude now.

DR. RAM CHANDRA DOME : One important thing is there Madam. Though the diseases are vector borne yet during the
transmission of contaminated blood, we know that malaria can be spread by transmission of contaminated blood with
malaria parasite. Similarly, this sort of viruses may be transmitted through contaminated blood or through transmission of
blood products. So, this part should be taken care of. With this, I conclude.
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MADAM SPEAKER: You have made your point.
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SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD: Hon. Speaker, Madam, at the outset I would like to thank the hon. Members.
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"Dengue fever is spread in Americas, and the outbreaks are occurring every three to five years. From 2001 to 2007,
in five years, more than 30 countries of America had notified having total of 43,32,731 cases of dengue and 1299 deaths."
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MADAM SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned to meet again at 2.10 pm.

13.12 hrs



The Lok Sabha then adjourned till ten minutes

past Fourteen of the Clock.

The Lok Sabha re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes past
Fourteen of the Clock.

( Mr. Deputy-Speaker in the Chair)
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