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Title: Discussion on the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address to both Houses of Parliament assembled together on
21.02.2013, moved by Shri P.C. Chacko and seconded by Dr. Girija Vyas.

MADAM SPEAKER: The House shall now take up Motion of thanks on the President's Address.

Shri P.C. Chacko.

SHRI P.C. CHACKO (THRISSUR): Hon. Speaker; I rise to move the Motion of Thanks expressing the gratitude of this august
House to the hon. President for his speech to the Joint Session of Parliament on 215t of February, 2013.

Hon. Speaker, with your permission, I move:

"That an Address be presented to the President in the following terms: -
"That the Members of the Lok Sabha assembled in this Session are deeply grateful to the President for
the Address which he has been pleased to deliver to both Houses of Parliament assembled together on
February 21, 2013'."

I am grateful to you, Hon. Speaker, for this opportunity; also, I am grateful to the Leader of my Party, Sonia jifor giving me
this opportunity.

We are fortunate that we have a President to this Republic who has been till recently the Leader of this House, who is well
experienced in the functioning of this House, and also in the successful functioning of our democracy, who has piloted seven
Budgets of India successfully and who has contributed to the economic development and economic restructuring of India.
So, with his vast experience, he has advised this Parliament, and through this Parliament, the people of India that in spite
of the many problems which this country is facing today, we have a very bright future and we have to collectively function
and struggle to reach that goal.

In fact, the hon. President has enumerated the aspirations of the people. I quote:

"As I speak to you, I am aware that an aspirational India is emerging, an India that demands more
opportunities, greater choices, better infrastructure, and enhanced safety and security."

Madam, today India can be termed as the youngest nation in the world. We have travelled 65 years. But the demographic
speciality of this country is that 70 per cent of India's population is less than 35 years of age. That means, out of 120 crores
of people, roughly 80 crores of people are in the age group of less than 35 years of age. This is probably a unique situation.
In 2020, we anticipate that the average age of an India will be 29 years; 2020 is not far off, only seven years are left. At
that time, the average age of China will be 37 and in many other countries, it will be much more than that. So, in every
sense, we can say that India is a young country.

This optimism of the hon. President which is expressed here might not have been taken seriously by many. What does this
optimism mean? India represents one-sixth of humanity. If India wins, the world wins; if India loses, the world loses. That
is where we are. India has to play a crucial role in the world scenario today. India has to emerge as a dynamic country and
emerge as a role model. This is what the world is waiting for. But whether we can rise up to that expectation is the most
important question today.

So, the President has enumerated that India's youth needs more opportunities, greater choices, better infrastructure and
enhanced safety and security. This is the fervent hope of our hon. President. It is our responsibility to fulfill that hope. While
expressing that hope, the President has also enumerated the anxieties faced by the country. That means, he has made a
very realistic assessment of the situation today. What are those anxieties? The greatest anxiety - whatever may be the
political explanation one may give or one may find fault with the Government — expressed by the hon. President is the
slowing down our economic growth.



Madam, we have to go into the factual details of how it is happening and what are the reasons for that. Is it due to the
fault of the Government? Is it due to the reason that the Government did not take timely decisions? Today, as we are
discussing, as per the figures of the last quarter of this financial year, the position is that our economic growth is hovering
around 5.4 per cent. One can very well say that it is a very dismal performance. But we have to find out the reason for this.

When we go back a little, we will find as to what was the rate of economic growth of this country. As an over-protected
economy;, for the first three decades, India's growth rate was a dismal 2.5 per cent or 3 per cent. From there we started
developing. From the period of Rajivji, we decided that we have to open the shackles, we have to go for modernizing the
society and we have to achieve a higher rate of growth. What does the higher rate of growth mean? A higher rate of
growth may not mean everything; only by achieving a higher rate of growth, we cannot be satisfied and say that now we
have a higher rate of growth and everything is achieved. That is not our approach.

At the same time, we have to rely on certain statistics here. After the first three decades when we had a dismal growth
rate, we began developing into a modern economy.

In 1991, I remember, Madam, once before also I got an opportunity to mention that in this House, the hon. Prime
Minister of this country, when he was the Finance Minister, when he was directing the destiny of India's finances, there
was a situation. Probably, today the slowing down of the economy can be sighted as a weakness of the Government; if
anybody wants to use that, he can use that. But at the same time, there was a time in 1991 when we started the process
started by Rajiv Ji, we continued that process of modernisation.

When we came to 1991, India was almost in debt trap. It is good and it is wise that we remember those days in
1991 when Manmohan Singh Ji took over the responsibility of India's finances. Madam, then no country in the world was
prepared to touch India with a barge pole. We were begging and were at the mercy of foreign countries.

I remember some of the former Finance Ministers — very efficient Finance Ministers of the former Government are
here in this House today — were every time going to foreign visits to beg for India. We went with a begging bowl, whether
it was before the International Monetary Fund or before the World Bank. We were going there with a begging bowl. Nobody
was prepared to help India because we were in a debt trap. We could not pay back the principal amount and not only that
we could not pay back the interest also. We were not considered as a worthy flight by any of the world's financial
organisations.

From there we started, Madam. From 1991 onwards, India's destiny was decided by the liberal economic policies
being pursued by the hon. Prime Minister, who was then the Finance Minister of India. Then we could achieve a growth
rate. We were at 3.5 per cent growth rate and we reached at 10.1 per cent. It was two digit-plus, 10.1 figure of growth in
the last decade. Before that also, there were many occasions where we can very well see that when anybody merely on
political reasons criticise the Government for the fall of the rate of growth, they should realise that what was the rate of
growth during successive Governments.

There are two former hon. Finance Ministers sitting in this House. Both of them were very efficient people and they
handled the economy of this country with great responsibility. The Party that they represent also should remember what
was the rate of growth when they were in power. It was 3.5, 4.5, 5.5 and it never exceeded six per cent. That situation
was brought back again when the UPA-I came back to power.

In the UPA-T's time, from six per cent growth it went up to 7, 7 to 8, 8 to 9 and we exceeded even ten. If this country
could achieve that kind of growth, the basic strength of this country is what we have been utilising...(Interruptions) Pardon
me!

MADAM SPEAKER: Mr. Chacko, please continue.

SHRI PC. CHACKO : Yes. In fact, this may not be very palatable to many, but these are figures which cannot be disputed
Raj Nath Singh Ji. So, probably, what we could achieve, we could not close our eyes on that. The UPA-I and the UPA-II
continuously were responsible for raising the growth rate. If the slowing down of growth rate is our anxiety now, we should
see that in the Eleventh Plan Period, we could achieve an average growth rate of eight per cent. I hope nobody will dispute
that. Now, we have again gone back, the reason is the global economy is slowing down. Today, it is a world
economy...(Interruptions)

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA (HAZARIBAGH): The Economic Survey has been circulated. It is in our hands. Mr. Chacko may
remember that this has all the figures and all their untruth will be exposed by this Book.

MADAM SPEAKER: Please, let him speak.



SHRI P.C. CHACKO : So far it seems that he has been waiting for an opportunity and if he has got that, I would like to say
that we are honest in that and we have placed that today our growth rate is only 5.4 per cent. We are working an
environment, in a universal atmosphere, where India cannot be isolated. It is a global village. Whatever happens in other
countries, we are also affected. Europe is facing a recession. All the emerging economies are slowing down. Do you think
that we can be isolated from the world economy, we can be separate from all the problems outside and we can have our
own situation? I hope, probably nobody will be nursing that hope. Global factors are there; domestic factors are there. I am
sure that those who are reading the Economic Survey will not depend merely on one figure. I am sure that you will go into
the details, what is being explained in the Economic Survey. You will also see what are the steps that this Government has
initiated and what are the steps that this Government is going to initiate. Tomorrow, we are going to witness the Finance
Minister presenting the Budget. So, do not worry. You are going to see tomorrow how we can tackle the situation. We have
a Finance Minister who could present a dream Budget to this country. So, wait for a dream Budget. Do not worry about
what are the steps we are going to take. The steps we have initiated so far could rescue us from bigger folds. The
Government has responded to the situation with several measures which we are going to see in tomorrow's Budget also.

It has been a continuous criticism whether we can achieve a better rate of growth in spite of the international
situation and whether that alone will take care of the problem. Last week, there was a two-day strike called by all the
parties together. Even the ruling party trade unions were also there. The hon. Prime Minister requested all the parties. The
Prime Minister said, for two days, that is for 48 hours, if this country is coming to a grinding halt, that will affect the growth
of our economy. A senior team of four Cabinet Ministers was deputed to discuss with them. The other day, Gurudas
Dasgupta jiwas saying here, we are demanding a pension of Rs. 10,000; we are demanding this; we are demanding that.
There is no harm in demanding. But within 48 hours, can all these things be materialised?

The Government has said that in the 12t" Plan period, hundred million employment opportunities will be created. We

have taken steps for that. Hundred million is ten crores in one Plan period, that is 12th Plan period. Well within our capacity
we have given what are the assurances we can fulfil. We are not solely depending on the growth and the trickle down
effect. What this Government is doing is roll out of the direct benefit transfer system which they have introduced. I want
the response from the Opposition, mainly from the principal Opposition. This Government does not simply sit holding our
hands and say that let there be a rate of growth that take care of the poverty. No, we do not believe in that. If the
scholarships, the pensions and other benefits from the Government are not reaching the poor, what is the way out?
Whether by public support or by default, the principal Opposition Party also got an opportunity to rule this country more
than once. But did they ever apply their minds how it can be done?

I remember the speech of late Rajiv Gandhi in the AICC Session in Bombay. With a heavy heart he said, if one rupee
is sent from here, only 50 paise are reaching the beneficiary. How can we rectify this situation? That is why this
Government has now introduced, has rolled out a direct benefit transfer system. There may be criticism. We are not saying
that it is foolproof, it is without any deficiency.

Now we think that on the Aadhaar platform, the entire country is there. We always speak about the financial
inclusion. What does it mean? We wish for a day, we hope for a day when every Indian family is having a bank account. Is
it possible? It should be possible in the near future. Only one Aadhaar number is enough; you do not need anything else to
open a bank account. You need not go to the bank; the bank can come to you. You can open an account with your Aadhaar
number. If you have a number and if you have a bank account, you may be getting the old-age pension, you may be getting
the scholarship and you may be getting many benefits from the Government. This money can reach your bank account at
the click of a button. If this can happen using the modern technology, should we not use that? That is why this Government
thinks so. They criticise us that there is policy paralysis, there are problems, and this Government is not functioning
properly. But the Government is taking steps to improve the rate of growth and also the Government is taking steps to see
that benefit going from the Government to each and every individual should reach his or her bank account. That should
happen so that there will not be any diversion, any wastage of money, any corruption in between. I think, it is our duty that
collectively we have to think as to how the transfer of benefit system can be implemented so that scholarships, pensions or
other benefits from the Government can reach the common man and how Shri Rajiv Gandhi's dreams can be fulfilled that
without frittering away, the benefits can reach the common man.

In due course of time, the food subsidy, the LPG subsidy and other things can be implemented but this Government do not
want to take risk. We know as to which are the segments of the society that are to be protected. So, as a first step, this
Aadhaar based transfer scheme is being implemented for the scholarships and other benefits.

Today, the Opposition said that along with the slowing down of the economy, price rise is not arrested. Effective steps are
taken by this Government or not, that is to be examined. Today, there is a moderation in the core inflation. Inflation is



there. Price rise is there. They are pinching the people but there is moderation in the core inflation. This Government is also
very conscious that the present fiscal deficit 5.3 per cent should be contained. It should not be allowed to exceed. It should
be brought back and contained.

When we are saying all these things, if this Government is criticised for what they have not done, they should, in the equal
vehemence, also appreciate what this Government has done in the agricultural front. They say that there is a policy
paralysis. Whoever is criticising this Government for a policy paralysis, please understand that, what is India's food
production today? India is a largest food producer of wheat, rice and milk in the world. They say that this Government is
paralysed.

India's agriculture is heavily depending on rains. In spite of the failure of two rainy seasons, we could produce 260 million
tonnes of wheat and rice in the last year. We hope that in spite of all these failures we can produce, at least, 250 million
tonnes of food grains in the coming year. What is India's food stock today? Food Corporation's godowns are full and flowing
with food grains and 662 million tonnes of food grains are stocked in their godowns. Nobody can defeat us. We may be
sometimes criticising the Government in a pessimistic manner but if the whole world declares a war against India, India's
120 crore people will not die of starvation because our Food Corporation godowns are full of wheat and rice. India can be a
model to the world. The rainfed agriculture, depending on rain and weather, even when that is failed, we could produce
sufficient food grains. We have to compliment our farmers. When there were farmers' suicides we, in this House, jointly
expressed our anxiety. We have taken steps. How can we give them finance; how can we take them out of the shackles of
the moneylenders; how can their loans be waived? On each and every occasion, this Government has acted on time. Today,
our farmers have produced sufficient quantify of food grains and made us proud. Today, India has the largest stocks of food
grains in the world.

Madam, I am happy to say this that our Chairman of UPA, our beloved Soniaji has said: "We have decided that it is a Food
Security Bill and this House has to adorn." We have a fervent request to all of you. We may have differences; democracy is
for discussion and debate. When we introduce a Bill, you may say this Bill is deficient in certain items. But why cannot we
discuss? The Food Security Bill means, 'no one should go to sleep with half starve or full starve' that should not happen. If
120 crore people can be fed, we should see whatever is the commitment. When calculating, there were astronomical
figures, which was really scaring but in spite of that we have decided that the UPA has decided that we should implement
the National Food Security Bill. I am happy that before this Parliament, this Bill is presented. All of us, if we cooperate, can
pass the Bill. There may be problems on the food front. In case of sugarcane, there is record production this year. In case
of cotton, there is record production this year. The hon. President has very clearly enumerated with facts that we call this
2012-13 as the year of horticulture. In case of milk, rice, wheat, horticulture and other items, India's record is an all-time
record. Is it a policy paralysis? Is it a non-functioning Government? Is the Government not doing anything for the poor? Is
agriculture neglected? Is that the agriculture not getting the right growth? It was 2.4 per cent. Today, you see the
agriculture growth rate. Shri Yashwant Sinha ji, you can read the Economic Survey. Today, that agriculture growth rate has
gone up to 3.7 per cent. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA : I wish you had read it before you have started your speech. ...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Shri P.C. Chacko, you please continue your speech.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Let him speak. You will get your chance. Let him speak now.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Your turn is coming now.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Why are you standing now? Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI PC. CHACKO : Madam, they are interested in presenting a picture that India is still lagging behind; agriculture is
down; industry is down; and we are facing a crisis. They want to give that picture, and I do not mind. ...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: You do not have to respond to them. Please continue your speech.

SHRI PC. CHACKO : Madam, in the midst of a crisis situation, the hon. President has enumerated many of the flagship



programmes which are being implemented by the Government. Madam, when the Opposition is accusing the Government
for policy paralysis, the whole world is looking at India to see the most important programme, the most important poverty
eradication programme, which is being implemented by this Government, and that is, MGNREGA. What does it mean? It
covers five crore families. That means, 25 crore people are covered under MGNREGA. There may be lapses; there may be
problems. Asset creation should be more. There are many things to be corrected, and I agree with that. But the world has
not seen a better poverty alleviation programme than MGNREGA. There are delegations coming from various countries.
They are coming here; they are meeting the parliamentarians and the Parliamentary Committees to see how this
programme is functioning in this country. That has covered almost 25 crore people who are below the poverty line.

Then, we have the housing problem. Everyone should have a roof over his head. We have to fulfill that dream of ours. We
have the Indira Awaas Yojana. For the last many years, it has been implemented. Today, we have the Rajiv Gandhi Awaas
Yojana to create one million houses in the small and medium towns. That is another new scheme which is being
implemented. When the fund was adequate, the fund allocation was increased.

Also we have the JNNURM programme. The President, in his Address, has mentioned that we are going to extend this
programme up to 2014. Many of the States which are ruled by the Ruling Party and also by the Opposition Parties say that
they are implementing the JNNURM and MGNREGA. We are happy that they are implementing these programmes. This is
the spirit of democracy. But when they shout at us, please remember that their Governments in many States are surviving
only because of these national flagship programmes of the UPA Government. Madam, there is no discrimination. No
Opposition-ruled State Government has ever made any complaint of discrimination in MGNREGA or JNNURM. They always
say that these schemes are benefiting the people. Shri Advani ji has also said that in the United Nations - we should be
thankful to him — that the world should know that this is a model programme.

There are various other welfare schemes — Rural Water Supply Scheme, Total Sanitation Scheme, Old Age Pension
Scheme, etc. — are being introduced by this Government.

Now, many Bills are pending before this House. One is the path-breaking legislation for women and children. We have
passed the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Bill. Protection of women cannot be done through speeches and
dharnas alone. This has to be done through legislation. There has to be a legal framework. That has to be implemented
sincerely. Only then, we can protect the vulnerable sections of our society.

One of the welfare schemes is the Mid-day Meal Scheme. Eleven crore children are being fed through this Scheme. There is
no bigger feeding scheme in the whole world than this Scheme. This is the biggest feeding Scheme in the whole world.
There would be 11 crore children covered under the Mid-Day Meal Scheme.

The other day, we read about the fight against disease. The President's Address also mentioned that polio has been
completely eradicated from the face of India. Out of 120 crore people, in the last three years, not a single incident of polio
has been found. This shows our fight against diseases and our fight against contagious diseases and health hazards. India,
probably, is emerging as a model for the whole world.

I feel that that infrastructure development, which is lacking, which should increase and which should help in the growth of
our economy, is of paramount importance. In regard to infrastructure development, our Government has constituted a
Cabinet Committee. The Government has decided that in our growth rate, at least, 25 per cent share should be from the
manufacturing sector. That is the policy of our Government. What does it mean? It means that here is a Government with
direction and not merely with figures. We do not believe in the jugglery of figures. That is why the Government feels that 25
per cent should be from the manufacturing sector in our growth. Along with it, we feel that there would be creation of a

large number jobs also. There is a target of 100 million job creation in the 12t Plan. For that, we have sufficient provisions
and we are working on several schemes.

In every sector, Madam, now, India, probably, is a destination for investment for the whole world. When we say that we
need more investment, when we say that the FDI in retail is necessary and when we say that the FDI in civil aviation is
necessary, there is always a criticism by them. On the FDI in retail in India, this House has already debated this issue.
There was a terrible opposition from their side saying that all the kirana shops would be closed down.

Madam, let us keep our palm on our chest and think for a minute impartially. In the last 10 years to 20 years, many super
markets came in each and every town. As a result of it, has any single kirana shop been closed down? No. India is such a
huge market. Why are the other big market players are eyeing on India? They are eyeing on India because of India's huge
market condions. There is space for everybody — small shops as well as big shops. When the major companies and groups
establish the supermarkets in India, India's kirana shops would not be closed downa€! (Interruptions)



SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Why is Kerala opposing it? In your own State, the FDI is being opposeda€| (Interruptions)

SHRI PC. CHACKO : Both Kerala and West Bengal should not oppose it. I am sure that after five years, both the Chief
Ministers of West Bengal and Kerala would say that they were wrong and the FDI was good....( Interruptions) You will say
that. We are going to come to that stage...(Interruptions)

Madam, every time, when this Government goes ahead with reforms, they criticize. Paralyzing the public life, day-to-day
life, calling the bandh, officially announcing to be with it, is not the solution. In the recent strike, which almost paralyzed
the public life and industry in this country, what could they achieve?

Madam, here is a situation. India's labour is not protected by strikes and bandhs. Here, Mr. Dasguptaji was at the height of
his voice claiming: "We are to protect the labourers' interest." Here, we have the Industrial Disputes Act to protect our
labourers; here, we have the Contract Labour Abolition Act to protect our labourers; and here, we have the labour
legislations in this country to protect our labourers. All these are the products of the Congress Government since 1947. The
progressive Governments under the leadership of the Congress party in this country have made several legislations
whereby we are protecting the interests of the working classes.

Calling the bandhis the easiest thing. In our State, there is a bandh in every month. You simply make a statement and
everybody would be at home. Organizing a bandhis the easiest thing to do. But everybody should be cooperating with the
policies and programmes and work with the Government. There are elections and there should be elections but after the
elections, whoever gets the majority, should be allowed to function and implement their policies. But they say: "Even by
cutting the nose, we will not allow the Government to implement the policy." This is not democracy.

Now, we see the fate of many of the parties in this country. I do not want to criticize anyone. But the so-called parties,
which are in favour of the labour class, are dwindling. Their numbers are coming down day-after-day. How is this
happening? India's situation is that one who gets the support of the people and come to power with the majority,
implements the policies. Whatever is there, you can criticize us, but the Government should be allowed to implement its
policies.

I remember, Madam, when the opening up of economic reforms and other things came, the same criticism was there. But
where are we today? And, they say, you know, that rich is becoming richer; poor is becoming poorer. But today what is the

situation? All over the world when we liberalised, when we went for the new economic policy, there were severe criticism.
Madam, which country has not followed this liberalised process? In the Communist system, private property is totally
prohibited. No private property is permitted in the Communist system. But the other day, Forbes Magazine has brought out
an interesting thing that Li Chie is the wealthiest man in the world. Communist China has got the wealthiest man in the
country. They cannot own a car. They cannot own a house. They cannot own a private property. Their system does not

permit individuals to own private property. But today it is not Mr. Ambani. Double the size of Mr. Ambani, the richest man

in the world, Forbes Magazine says, is in China. Where are they heading to? The world is developing in such a way Are we
not interested? Are we not part of this progress of the world? We have to become part of this progress. We have to
become a part and then we have to have schemes to protect our people.

When the welfare measures, the flagship programmes and the cash transfer scheme--all these schemes protect the
common man, when they are covering a safety net around the common man, we have to go for the economic reforms also.
There is infrastructure development. There is job creation and there are various things. Regarding foreign investment,
today they say that India will be swallowed by somebody. Can anybody just swallow India? When India was feeling total
isolation in the nuclear field in the world, our Prime Minister initiated that we should sign an agreement with the United
States. What a hue and cry was there in this House! And, the people who supported that in the past, they took an
opportunistic position. They also said no to the signing of agreement with America. The other day the British Prime Minister
came here. He was suggesting that they were interested in entering into an agreement with India on the nuclear deal.
There was nobody who was prepared to help India. India was isolated in that field. When we signed an agreement, even
the Left Parties withdrew their support to the Government. They thought that they can pull down the Government. Madam,
that was the main election campaign in my State. The Communist Party did not gain after withdrawing support on that
issue. The people are wise. They understand all the jargons. This outdated philosophy is not going to succeed in this
country. They should understand that this country has to adopt policies which are for the world.

Yesterday we have seen the Railway Budget presented by the Railway Minister. How can we modernise the biggest public
sector of this country? There may be criticism. Madam, I am also a little disappointed because I am from a State which is
located far south of this country. After listening to that, I thought that my State is non-existing. But anyway I hope that the
Railway Minister will do something to correct if there are lapses. But the railway, the biggest public sector in this country,



is to be modernised. We still have the age old wagons. We have to have modern wagons, modern coaches and for this, the
infrastructure should be developed. The roadmap is being presented to this House. Every year we are doing. Last year, in
2011-12 we could construct 2600 kilometres of road. This year we are planning to construct 3000 kilometres of road. This is
the development.

In the last Eleventh Plan, we could produce 54,000 MW of electricity. Every country is gauged by the production of
electricity to gauge the progress of that country. You can gauge the progress of any country on the basis of how much
electricity you are producing. India needs 3,00,000 MW of electricity. What we are producing is only 2,00,000 MW. In the
last year we could produce 54,000 MW and in the next Plan we have targeted for 88,000 MW electricity production. This is
the realistic thing what we could achieve. In the Twelfth Plan, we are going to achieve 88,000 MW.

Madam, under the Rajiv Gandhi Vidyutikaran Yojana, 2,85,000 villages were electrified in the last 10 years. The Rajiv
Gandhi Vidyutikaran Yojana was very much criticised. They are saying about that. What does it mean? ...(Interruptions)
They should understand that we are giving connection to two lakh BPL families under the Rajiv Gandhi Vidyutikaran Yojana.
...(Interruptions) Merely by shouting, facts cannot be erased. I repeat two lakh BPL families were given connection under
Rajiv Gandhi Vidyutikaran Yojana. Of course, if they are interested to know more, I am sure that they have Economic
Survey with them. It is very handy, they can get more information. So, I do not think that shouting will solve the problems.

Madam, coming to the security situation of the country, I would say that we are very anxious about the security situation of
India. But, what is the factual position? There were bomb blasts in Hyderabad; there were attempts to sabotage the
security of this country. We have to take some hard decisions sometimes. Every Government, which is committed to the
interest of the people, will have to take hard decisions. It may have repercussions but we are not afraid of that. We take
decisions and we face it boldly. Whatever be the handy work of the extremists, I am sure that the security situation in the
country is improving, for example, in Jammu and Kashmir or the Northeast States.

Madam, in Jammu and Kashmir, there were only 8.5 lakh of tourists in the year before the last. Last year, there were 12.37
lakh of tourists in Kashmir. How has this happened, if the security situation is not improving? Our jawans are sacrificing
their lives to keep our country in peace and tranquillity. We salute the jawans. Our police forces are fighting, giving their life
and blood, to keep the tranquillity in this country. We salute them. But, the fact remains that there is a Government, which
is working; that Government is managing the affairs of this country and the security situation is improving in this country in
spite of the isolated incidents.

I remember, there was a problem in Kashmir. Youngsters there were an easy prey to the extremists' tactics. What was the
reason for it? They were unemployed. The youth of the Kashmir were unemployed. I salute the efforts of Shri Rahul Gandhi.
He went to Kashmir. He told the industrialists and representatives of a dozen industrial houses went to Kashmir. Rahul ji

told them to train the youth for employment. The Udaan and Himayat programmes, which are taken up, I hope that
irrespective of who has done it or who has initiated it — are good programmes. Please try to understand as to what Udaan
is and what Himayat is. It means that the youngsters of Kashmir are trained to get employment. The employers, who can
give the training, were taken to Kashmir. The youngsters have a new hope today. Whether you are sitting here or sitting

there, tomorrow we have to do these things. I hope that we have to make these noble efforts and that is where this
Government is putting all its efforts.

On the next day of the President's speech, we read in the newspapers that: "The President has not said anything about
corruption. Corruption in this country is rampant; this Government is neck-deep in corruption." Madam, who is saying this? I
remember an old story. When our brave jawans were fighting in the cold regions on the borders of the country, there was a
notorious corruption in the country. We all know, who were ruling the country. It is called coffin scam. To transfer the dead
bodies of the jawans, they imported coffins. In the matter of import of coffin, somebody had taken commission. This
happened in this country. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA : What happened to the coffin scam? Has anybody been arrested? ...(Interruptions) What
happened to the CBI case? What is that? ...(Interruptions) What about Bofors case? What about choppers case? What
about 2G scam? ...(Interruptions) si sicict w2t darcl 3, adt sAIE HUR MR oI 3B ... (RIerar)

31eR181 ABIGAT + 31U clier @il 35 3t =1 37 Next is your chance to speak.
...(Interruptions)
SHRI P.C. CHACKO : Madam, whatever I have said, we are not interested in blaming anybody.

...(Interruptions)



MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing else will go on record.
(Interruptions) »3€;

SHRI PC. CHACKO : We are not interested in apportioning blames. I only said that there were scams and scams.
...(Interruptions) How can it be stopped? ...(Interruptions) Whoever is the Ruling Party, how such scams can be stopped?
3€\.....(Interryptions) Madam, why I said this is because there are legal remedies.

...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please sit down, you will get your chance.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please sit down.
3€ | (gt )
SHRI P.C. CHACKO: I did not mean ...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please take your seats. What is all this?

...(Interruptions)

Har 3 el GelBrebt #icft (off witrer Rreact): 3mu sy B3 com Apa 3?3€ | (aaeror)
31e=181 ABkc : Risact Sft, 3o Sy,

€| (carerror)
SHRI P.C. CHACKO : Madam, I said this because ...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Please sit down. Please take your seats.

...(Interruptions)
31181 ABIGAT + G SIS
3€ | (zreren)
31”181 ABIGAT & G SIS
3€ | (carerror)

SHRI P.C. CHACKO : Madam, I did not say this to provoke anybody. I only said certain facts. ...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Let your Member speak.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Minister, let your Member speak.
SHRI P.C. CHACKO : Madam, I was only saying ...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Please allow your Member to speak. What is happening?

...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Minister, please sit down.

...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: What is happening?

...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: All right, you will get a chance.



...(Interruptions)

MADAM SPEAKER: Please take your seats. Kindly take your seats.

...(Interruptions)
31€18l ABIGAT & Jo SIS
€| (caaerrar)
31e181 Al = IS SIISY,
€| (caaerrar)
MADAM SPEAKER: All right, please sit down.
...(Interruptions)
31€A8T ABIGAT = 3 dG SST;
3€ | (o)
1€ HBGAT : af¥al oD Sfi, I6 13|
&€ | (caeron)
MADAM SPEAKER: All right, please sit down.
...(Interruptions)
3re181 FdIcA & 3t Irstotrer Sft @t <ot 3 A diciay,
€| (caaerrar)
31181 ABIGAT & A9 Bisar Sft, Jo sy,
€| (caaerrar)
3re18l agical & 3l 3ordl At 8, d diciey
€| (caaerrar)
31ER18T ABIGAT & 3 AfSTY of| TR B2 I3 37
€| (caaerrar)
MADAM SPEAKER: Shri Kapil Sibal, please sit down.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: What is happening?
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)
312181 ABICA & JIp 3| 3y IfSe aI
3€| (zraeren)
3TEALT ABIGAT & IS SIIFY;
€| (caaerrar)

31181 ABICAI & Tehlsl, Jo SISy,



&€ (ceraaron)
3TEALT HBIGAT & G 3T,

&€ (craaren)
31e18l ABIGAT & Jo SIISY)

a€| (craeon)

MADAM SPEAKER: Your own Member is speaking. Please sit down.

...(Interruptions)
31€AET FABICAT & 31T AfSY;
G€ | (caaeren)
31€R08T FBIGAT + ST,
€| (corgerrar)

SHRI PC. CHACKO : Madam, I did not mean to defame anybody. What Shri Harin Pathak said is correct. He was the
Minister In-charge at that time. There is no doubt about it. I am only saying that such scams should not happen hereafter
and for that, what we have to do. ...(Interruptions)

Madam, before this House, there is a Whistleblowers Protection Bill; there is a Prevention of Bribery of Foreign Public
Officials Bill. ...(Interruptions)

Madam, the hon. President of India has in his Address said that there are some legislations which are going to come before
this House. Please understand that Whistleblowers Protection Bill is before this House. It is going to come. The Prevention
of Bribery of Foreign Public Officials Bill is before this House. In fact, this Government, if they feel ...(Interruptions)

31eA81 ABIGAT & 3i3ft T dicior,

&€ (ceraeron)
318 ABIGAT & sioie Big Sft Ay

a€| (ceron)
31e181 HBIGAI = IS SIISY,

a€| (caaeron)

3re=181 ABIcAT = 3l Jrsreer RBiz Sft dicior al @ st ara diet cisl Sit 3oid! dicToll 3)
a€| (caqerror)

SHRI PC. CHACKO : Madam, we passed the Lokpal Bill. ...( Interruptions) What happens is that those who are shouting
...(Interruptions)

3re1gT ABNGAT & 3T =il 703X se? Your Member is speaking. Nothing else is going on record. Let him speak.

(Interruptions)x 3€;

MADAM SPEAKER: Let him speak.
...(Interruptions)
MADAM SPEAKER: Your Leader is going to speak next.

...(Interruptions)



MADAM SPEAKER: Nothing else will go on record.
(Interruptions)x 3€;
MADAM SPEAKER: Your Leader is going to speak next.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI P.C. CHACKO : In fact, the Lokpal and Lokayukta Bill are before this House. ...( Interruptions) In fact, we passed the
Lokpal Bill, and the Lokpal and the Lokayukta Bill is before the Parliament of India. Who is opposing it? We are for Lokpal,
but we are not for Lokayukta. ...(Interruptions) How can anybody say No to Lokayukta and Yes to Lokpal? So, if we are
united, then we can pass the Lokpal Bill and the Lokayukta Bill. This is the attitude. ...(Interruptions)

Madam, the Prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Bill is in this Parliament. Half-a-dozen legislations -- which are going to
plug the loopholes and improve the situation -- are before this House. Our only hope, with folded hands, is that we want
their cooperation to pass these legislations. ...(Interruptions)

Madam, we are not this intolerant to this kind of criticism. You may remember that when the civil society was making a
demand, this Government was never intolerant and we were tolerating even the worst criticism. What was the attitude of
this Government when the civil society came with some proposals? ...(Interruptions) This Government and this Prime
Minister deputed a team of four senior Ministers to talk to the civil society. What is our attitude? Are we intolerant to
criticism? Is it necessary to discuss with the civil society representatives? Who has done it? Our Prime Minister has deputed
four Ministers to talk to them. Why have we done it? We appreciate criticism. The civil society was engaged and we
discussed with them, but they did not agree. Finally, we could not arrive at a consensus. This means that to prevent
corruption we need effective legislation, and for that we need the cooperation of everybody. This is not to provoke anybody.
Our humble request is that at least on this issue we need the cooperation, and we have to have the cooperation.

Legal and judicial reforms are also a very important point in his speech. This is the policy of this Government. Rs. 4,800
crore is provided for in the Twelfth Plan to create legal infrastructure in this country. We are planning Grameen Nyayalayas.
Justice delayed is justice denied, and this is what we believe in. So, we have to provide justice -- cheap justice and less
expensive justice to the common man. The Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill is before this House. Are we not one
on this issue? Why should we fight unnecessarily? We have to be together on this issue and the Judicial Reforms and
Judicial Accountability Bill is to be passed.

Now, the media is deciding the agenda, and we have no objection. But what was the view of this Government when the
helicopter scam surfaced? The Defence Minister came out without a demand from the Opposition and said that he is
ordering an inquiry by the CBI. This was the stand taken by the Government. ...(Interruptions)

Madam, today, India is the biggest ...( Interruptions) If anybody has got any doubt, there are enough experienced people
there itself to explain it to you. I do not want to explain it to you. There are many informed people in that bench itself who
will explain it to you. I do not want to go through the details. But, Madam, as regards India's defence preparedness, we are
the biggest defence purchasers in the world. The world market goes up when we go to the world market. So, it means that
we are importing this much. What has our Defence Minister said? Could we achieve this in the last 65 years through
indigenous research, indigenous production and local production of defence equipments?

Which Government can claim that they have introduced the changes in this? It is not merely about procuring things
from outside with our hard-earned money. We have to decide, develop, do the research and we have to produce locally,
which is what the policy of this Government is. In any defence procurement or purchase of above Rs. 100 crore, there is an
'integrity' clause. What does it mean? It means that if any third person or middleman is involved, the deal will be cancelled.
Did any Opposition Party demand for the cancellation of the deal? Mr. Antony said that if necessary, they will stop the
payments and they will not accept any more copters. He further said that if necessary, they will see to it that such
companies are blacklisted. That is the courage with which this Government is facing the issue of corruption.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI KIRTI AZAD (DARBHANGA): A century of scams!

SHRI PC. CHACKO : We in this country have some proud moments and I am sure they will also share it. With the
encouragement of Pandit Ji, Vikram Sarabhai along with other great scientists developed the rocket technology in this
country. The PSLV programme developed by our scientists is an envy of the developed world today. It was only the other
day that our PSLV carried seven satellites and in a matter of few minutes placed them in different orbits. Today we are in



the club of four or five nations who have got such technology. There was a time when cryogenic technology was denied to
India. I remember, our late Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi called the scientists of India and said: "They are declaring an
embargo on India. Can you not develop this rocket engine?" With Rajiv Gandhi's inspiration, India could develop that
technology. Today, we are launching satellites with our own rocket launching system. Today we are one of the best in the

world in this field. We have to salute our scientists for this and those in-charge of PSLV and other satellite missions. Many
countries in the world today are depending on India.

Whatever is the criticism, it is an old story into and I do not want to go into its details. Today, the Bill to set up a Nuclear
Safety Regulatory Authority is before this Parliament. We can fight and we can adjourn, and at the same time, we can also
put our heads together and collectively think about having this Nuclear Safety Regulatory Authority.

In the heart of our President, the people's issues are so dear to him. His Speech is the policy of this UPA-2 Government.
Therefore, they should have said that we are making earnest attempts. They might as well have said that we have not
succeeded completely, but we are making honest attempts. Instead of admitting that, what did they say? The BIP
Spokesman said that the President's Speech was a 'damp squib'. What does it mean? They expected many things and their
expectations were not fulfilled. One good thing is there which is that they are still expecting something from Shri
Manmohan Singh because they cannot expect anything from themselves. Therefore, they are expecting because only this
Government can deliver. Be it UPA-1 or UPA-2, we could deliver the achievements. Their Spokesperson said that it was a
'damp squib'. I wonder how they are assessing or evaluating the Speech of the President.

The President's Speech, which is before this House, gives an optimistic and realistic picture of this country. With the kind of
Speech that is before us, I do not think anybody will have any quarrel on the content of that Speech. In our parliamentary
system or the Westminster system that we are following, it is not always necessary or incumbent on the part of the
Opposition that they should always oppose the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address. Here also we have very many
good examples.

Therefore, I move this Motion and I am sure that despite all the reservations — they might be angry temporarily or they
were emotional — they will support the good suggestions made in the Speech. This Speech is a roadmap for the UPA
Government to take this country to a better tomorrow. In the days to come, we can stand up in the comity of nations and
say that we are a proud nation. To make us proud, this Speech has all the ingredients for the development and for the
future of India.

With this hope, I feel this august House will unanimously support this Motion of Thanks which I have moved before this
House. I would request the House to give its unanimous support to this Motion. .
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"From the very beginning, the Congress has always stood and thought for an egalitarian and social order. It
has introduced land mark progress and scheme to raise the country of poverty and persistent social and
economic inequality. This is not populism. I again say this is not populism. It is a compelling moral imperative.
For the Congress, it is a compelling moral imperative. "
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"Today is an occasion when we remember our basic principles on the basis of which the UPA was formed. We
are committed to making our secular values strong. We have taken a special pledge to remove the problems of
the weaker sections, in particular of the women. Our faith is for a better future of our farmers, workers and of
all our countrymen. We are all together to keep the rate of our economic growth moving, that rate of growth
which is all inclusive and stable. Our vision is clear towards bringing a political culture which is transparent
and answerable."
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MADAM SPEAKER: Motion moved:

"That an Address be presented to the President in the

following terms;-

"That the Members of the Lok Sabha assembled in this Session are deeply grateful to the President for the
Address which he has been pleased to deliver to both Houses of Parliament assembled together on February
21, 2013"."
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"There is reason for cheer on the agricultural front. The growth in agriculture and allied sectors during the 11t
Plan was 3.7 per cent compared to 2.4 per cent in the 10t" Plan."
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Dr. Baliram, there is one more hon. Member from your party yet to speak. So, please conclude your
speech within a minute. eI GifSie
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Prof. Saugata Roy.

Prof. Saugata Roy, before you begin, you have 25 minutes. Either you can take the full time or if your colleagues will be speaking,
then accordingly, you take the time. Dr. Baliram has consumed the full time of the Party. So, it is up to you.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY (DUM DUM): Sir, I was told that we have 30 minutes, of which I will speak for 20 minutes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your Party's time is 25 minutes. You can use the full time also.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY : Sir, I will take 20 minutes.

Sir, I rise to speak on the Motion of Thanks to the President, which was initiated by you while you were down sitting here.
Sir, I think that after 63 years of the Constitution, we have to re-consider whether this rigmarole ...(Interruptions)

SHRI VIJAY BAHADUR SINGH (HAMIRPUR, U.P.): The mike is not working.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You move towards the left. That one is working.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY: Sir, I will start from the beginning. I think that this rigmarole of a Presidential Address under article
87(1) of the Constitution has become an anachronism in a modern democracy like India. The President coming on a horse
drawn carriage and into a procession in the Central Hall does not inspire anybody.

SHRI K. BAPIRAJU (NARSAPURAM): Sir, he should not speak like this.
PROF. SAUGATA ROY : I am suggesting a change.
SHRI J.M. AARON RASHID (THENI): Prof. Saugata Roy, you have to withdraw that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: He knows how to use his discretion. He need not speak about the President's paraphernalia and all those
things.

PROF. SAUGATA ROQY : The only thing is, ultimately the President's speech does not reflect his own opinion. He is bound by
the advice of the Council of Ministers headed by the Prime Minister. So, when he makes that speech, he is not speaking for
himself. He is speaking on behalf of the Government. What is the necessity of this speech? In America when the US
President makes his State of Union Address, he is speaking about the policy of the Government.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS AND MINISTER OF
STATE IN THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE (SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY): Does the West Bengal Governor read his own
speech?

PROF. SAUGATA ROY : I think the same thing should apply to the Governor of West Bengal and to all the other States. I
am saying that this has become an anachronism in a modern democracy and needs to be considered.

Sir, I have read the President's Speech very carefully. It consists of 114 points spread over 22 pages. But it is a cut and
paste job. It does not reflect a broad holistic view of the problems facing the country. Different Ministries have submitted
their report and somebody in his office has done a cut and paste. This does not reflect any view of the Government or the
state of the country. What is missing in the President's Address is that it does not reflect the recent realities of the country.

16.00hrs

What are the issues, which have rocked the country recently? You know, Sir, Delhi boiled over against the rape and
murder of a young girl. Thousands of civilians, with no connection from political parties, came out on the streets. Does the
President's Speech speak about that? No, it does not. It speaks about some law, which has been promulgated by the
Government.

The President's Speech does not speak about the corruption scandal which has erupted on the purchase of 12 Agusta
Westland helicopters for VIP, a deal totalling Rs.3,546 crore and out of which Rs.357 crore are alleged to have been paid
as kickbacks. Does the President's Speech speak about that matter? No, it does not. It does not address the problems of
corruption. Only in paragraph 90 of the Speech, he says, Government is doing this. He does not say that the Government
has not been able to enact a Lokpal. He does not say it. The President's Speech does not mention any of the corruption
scandals bedevilled this Government.



Sir, we were also part of this Government when the Commonwealth Games scandal broke; we were also a part of it, when
2-G scam, where the Government is supposed to have lost an amount of Rs.1,76,000 crore, broke, over which, Ministers of
the Government were arrested and over which you are presiding over a Committee to probe into. The President's Speech
does not mention about it.

The President's Speech does not speak of Coalgate, where according to the C&AG, Rs.1,86,000 crore was the total loss to
the nation over the allocation of the coal blocks. The President's Speech does not speak of that. So, in general, the
President's Speech does not speak of the burning issues before the country.

On the 20t and 215, all the central trade unions went on strike. Sir; in our State, in our party, we opposed the strike and
we kept West Bengal run. But, one cannot deny that the issues raised during the strike were right. The contract workers
are not getting proper wages. Minimum wages are not enforced in this country, The companies are still resorting to
retrenchment. The President's Speech does not speak a word about labour matter. This is unfortunate. It does not reflect
the State of the Union of India at all.

Sir, let me say something, as I said, it is a very long speech of 114 points. It lists the achievement of the various
Departments. After Independence, as you well know, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru laid the basis of democracy and also of planned
development. He set our heavy industrial base and also laid the foundation for advancement in science and technology and
nuclear sciences. Indira Gandhi's major achievement was in Green Revolution and carrying on some of the programmes of
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. Shri Rajiv Gandhi heralded the IT revolution in India. Since 1990, after Dr. Manmohan Singh, as
Finance Minister, released the economy from shackle of the licence control raj, the economy has grown in its own esteem.
Now, the country has made a certain amount of progress in agriculture, in science and technology. No Government should
appropriate the credit for that. If our scientists are able to explode nuclear bombs, if our scientists are able to send
missiles, if we are able to send satellites into space, this is not the credit of any Government, it is the credit of the
scientists.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, you were mentioning in your speech about 260 million tonnes of food production by the farmers. This
production has been achieved irrespective of the vagaries of weather by the farmers themselves. No Government should
appropriate the credit. In different States, different parties are ruling. It is to their credit that they have given the necessary
inputs.

Sir, in computers and IT, our country has made phenomenal progress. Our IT companies have set up bases all over the
world. Now, is it the credit of any particular Government? If any new Government comes, the progress will be the same
because we have reached a base level. Now once you reach the take off stage, any economy flourishes on its own. So,
when the hon. President lists all these achievements as if they are the achievement of his Governments, he is not
presenting a realistic picture. In the advanced economies of the world, in spite of the instability of the Government,
progress is taking place. Look at Japan. Every year they have a new Prime Minister. Does Japan's progress stop because of
that? Look at Italy. Just now Berlusconi has conceded defeat. Does the Fiat company depends on who is the Prime Minister
of Italy? It is not so because the economies progress, technologies progress irrespective of who is in power. So, to tom-
tom the achievement of our scientists, our technologists, our farmers, our manufacturers and our IT specialists as that of
the Government, it is appropriating the credit wrongly. It should not have been that way.

I am not saying that the Government has not done anything. After Dr. Manmohan Singh became the Prime Minister,
MGNREGA was launched; NRHM was launched; JNNURM-I for the cities was launched; PMGSY, though it was started by
the Vajpayee Government, was taken forward; IAY was launched; and RGGVY was launched. These are all good flagship
programmes. But now in 2013, the time has come to assess whether they are reaching their goals because as Shri
Mulayam Singh Yadav said, under MGNREGA, the benefits are not reaching the farmers or the poor people for whom it is
meant. There is also a complaint that this is making our rural people lazy. No assessment is made how much permanent
asset is created in our countryside through MGNREGA.

Sir, please understand that NRHM is a good programme, but today the ASHA workers are crying because they are not even

given a cycle to go around the villages. The Government is trying to make no assessment. The JNNURM-I ended on 31St
March, 2012. It is almost one year, but the Government has not been able to announce JNNURM-II for the development of
cities. RGGVY has done good work in some places, while in some other places, like UPB, it is very much behind scheduled. It
is very much behind schedule in many States. In West Bengal, the programme has not made progress.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, through you, I have a simple request to make to the Government. Why must all flagship programmes of
the Government be named only after Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, Smt. Indira Gandhi and Shri Rajiv Gandhi? They were great
leaders. Shrimati Indira Gandhi and Shri Rajiv Gandhi sacrificed their lives for the country, but there have been other great



leaders also in the country. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose has also been a leader in this country. Why can a national
flagship programme not be named after him? The prerogative of doing good for the country should not belong a€!
(Interruptions) We were all in the Congress, but the prerogative of doing good for the country need not rest in one family.
The country, as a mature democracy, must come out of the shackles of dynastic politics and show that the poorest of the
poor can achieve and reach the highest place in the country.

Sir, there are certain other points that I would like to make with your permission. The President's speech takes three
paragraphs on the economic slowdown. The growth has come down to 5.4 per cent. The value of rupee has come to Rs. 57
per Dollar. Can you ascribe this whole slowdown to external factors alone, namely, slowdown in America, crisis in Greece
and the Euro zone? No. There have been several wrong economic decisions taken by the Government of tightening credit
that has led to this slowdown.

The Economic Survey, which was published today, admits this. Dr. Manmohan Singh, as Finance Minister -- as Shri
Mulayam was saying -- was like a magician as he had turned around the economy. He unshackled the economy from the
license control-raj. I am sorry to say that he has not been able to match his performance in his nine-years as Prime
Minister. During his time, growth has come down from nearly 9 per cent to 5.4 per cent.

What is the Government's formula? It is a formula, which I totally oppose, that is, they say remove subsidies; put more
burden on the poor; and invite Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). Only FDI in every sector would change it. Sir, you know
that in your State, the Government has opposed FDI in multi-brand retail -- whatever you may have said over here --
because it will affect 4 crore of small traders in this country and this has been done, I beg to say, under the pressure of
Americans.

When I was speaking on FDI in multi-brand retail here, many people told me : "Why are you speaking? He is the Prime
Minister and against Mrs. Hillary Clinton." I told that I am a small man. Yes, I know that the Prime Minister has got the CBI
and I know that Mrs. Hillary Clinton has got the CIA, but I have also got Madam Mamata and the people of Bengal. They
are supporting it what I am saying. ...(Interruptions) 1 have said that we need not be afraid.

After we quit the Government, the Government was literally reduced to a minority. They had 273, and it became 254.
It has survived due to various reasons, which I do not want to say. ...( Interruptions) When we moved the No-Confidence
Motion, some friends from the BIP said : "No, you do not move the No-Confidence Motion. You better let us pin them down
on 184 and they may change." But they did not change. They walked out to make the Government's task easy. So, I told
them, namely, my friends who had advised me not to move the No-Confidence Motion this:
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So, for them the things have remained the same.

Sir, with your indulgence, I want to say that the President has not addressed the most complex question facing the country,
which is that of Centre-State relations. Shrimati Gandhi had set up Sarkaria Commission to judge this problem. Today, there
are different Governments of different Parties in different States. Now, you are trying to impose the NCTC after the
Hyderabad blasts, which showed the Government's failure to contain terrorism. It is being touted that NCTC is the panacea
cure for use of terrorism. NCTC impinges on the right of the States. Why should not the States be taken together in the
fight against terrorism?

Is the Centre alone powerful? In the United States, there was 9/11 in 2001. They set up a Department of Homeland
Security. After that there has not been a single terror-related incident in the USA. Our Government has failed miserably.
Today, it is Bengaluru, tomorrow it is Mumbai, day after it is Pune, then it is Hyderabad, then it is Delhi, the Capital; we are
not able to control.

I will wind up shortly. This is a major failure of the Government in controlling terrorism, which the President's Speech has
not mentioned.

Sir, let me also say that we had opposed the Lokpal even while we were in the UPA. We opposed the Lokpal because they



included Lokayukta, whereas Lokayukta is the right of the States. Why should you impinge on the right of the State? The
President has not clarified his attitude.

Similarly, I read in the papers that the President is going to Bangladesh. He may well go. Bangladesh is our neighbouring
country and friend. We all participated in their freedom struggle. But no settlement on Teesta waters should be made
without the concurrence of the Government of West Bengal. We suffered because of the Agreement on Ganga waters. Our
Kolkata Port is dying. We do not want the whole of the North of Bengal to die.

Sir, I want to say that we had quit the UPA on the issue of pressures on the common man, when diesel prices were raised,
when subsidy on LPG was removed, and when FDI in Multi Brand Retail was introduced. Thank God that we came out
because after that diesel and petrol prices have been increased again, and railway fares have been increased again. The
President's Speech speaks of only one rail factory in Raebareli. May I tell you, Sir, five or ten railway factories which had
started work in Bengal have been given no money in the Railway Budget? We shall speak in detail on that. There is an
effort in the Rail Budget which is pro-rich. It wants to create 'Anubhuti compartment for the rich people of the country.
They forget that two crores of Indians travel on Indian Railways and when they increase the fare by 20 per cent, putting a
load of Rs. 6,600 crore on the common man, it hurts the common man. They have not provided better services, but it is
only promises. They are putting load on the common man by again increasing the charges on reservation, cancellation,
tatkal, and everything else. This is leading the country's poor to destruction and destitution.

The rise of freight cost will also be inflationary. I do not want to speak at length on railways, but I want to say that the
Government is acting in a vindictive manner, with vengeance, to destroy Bengal just because we dared to differ with the
Central Government. People of Bengal will not tolerate it.

Where the question of national security is concerned, Bengal is not behind anybody. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: The interruptions will not go on record. Please sit down. Please take your seat, Mr. Aaron Rashid.
(Interruptions)x 3€;

PROF. SAUGATA ROY : Sir, where tackling terrorism is concerneda€!

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have one more Member from your Party.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY : That dear Member is saying that I can take his time. We have excellent understanding amongst us.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kalyan Banerjee, the Chair will control. Please do not create any problems.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY : Where controlling of terror is concerned, it is a national problem. The Prime Minister called the
Maoists the biggest internal security threat to the country. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please do not interfere.

PROF. SAUGATA RQY : The only State which has controlled Maoist in a peaceful manner is West Bengal. Even after the
death of Kishaniji, there has not been a single Maoist related incident in West Bengal. How have we done it? We have done
it by taking development to the Maoist affected areas.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please wind up. ...(Interruptions)

Gl FHiord RT3 2Aidies 3 sersI ol 81 36 8, 3d IPR B Racis B 8 &) 591 Dowsl odl w2all arad| Today I may say that the
Centre has given Backward Region Grant Fund. But today we need money for development of those Maoist affected areas.
The Centre is not coming forward to help us in developing the Jangal Mahal areas. Even the Railway Minister Mamata
Banerjee has proposed one railway line from Baduthala to Jharna. All allotment to that has been cut by this heartless
Railway Minister. Is this the way to control Macism? You are spending hundreds of crore by way of buying weapons,
helicopters. You cannot give simple roads. What is the attitude of the Government? It is doing beautification of Delhi. What
are you doing? You are taking away the forests. You are taking away the forests and turning the tribals into Maoists. The
forests of India cannot be the home of multinational mining companies. Yes, we want development but the development
should not be at the cost of forests; development should not be at the cost of tribals. Even the Tribal Affairs Minister has
written to the Environment Minister saying that the Forests Rights Act is being violated in giving environmental clearance.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please wind up.

PROF. SAUGATA RQY : One of the major impediments to investment and development is that we have not been able to



arrive at a consensus regarding two issues. One is the land issue and the other one is the Environment and Forest issue.
There must be a consensus. We are against forcible acquisition of land for private industry. We are also against violation of
forest and environmental principles but we want the Government of India to give its mind to these matters. Unless these
two matters are solved, everywhere like it took place in Bengal, like it took place in Noida, like it takes place in Odisha
sometimes, there will be protests by the people. You cannot ride roughshod over people in order to facilitate your so-called
development for the capitalism. The advent of the capitalism is not the solution in this country. The President's speech has
admitted that in this country, 65 years after Independence, people still defecate in the open. We have not been able to
provide latrines, sanitary toilets to all the villages. Half of the villages in this country are not connected by metal roads.
Even with the Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyuthikaran Yojana, electricity has not reached the home of the poor and the
dispossessed. So, what is the direction of development?

Unfortunately, if the President had spoken on his own, he might have given his views. But these are the Government views,
this litany of so-called achievement, yes it is the achievement of the missile scientists. They say that they can send a
missile beyond 5000 kilometres. It should not be appropriated by the Government. The Government should tell us what
they are doing for the poor to change their lives. I support all the amendments to the Motion of Thanks on the President's
Address and I say that we cannot support the Motion of Thanks which was unfortunately moved by a very eminent Member
like you Sir. Some people tell me:-
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members please be mindful about the time allotted to each party. Next is Shri B. Mahtab. The time of
your party is 19 minutes.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Mr. Chairman, it has been very customary to adopt the Motion of Thanks by the
hon. President for addressing the hon. Members of both the Houses of Parliament. Though a large number of amendments
are filed and at times some are also moved, yet the trend is to adopt the Motion.

The Address of the Head of State should clearly project the goals to be attained by the nation in the coming years and also
inspire people to participate in the process of realizing those goals. Great leaders have always done that. In fact, our own
first Prime Minister ushered in our Independence with his inspiring speech, Tryst with Destiny. In this context, hon.
President's speech at the start of the ongoing Budget Session is futile. No doubt, in a parliamentary system of democracy,
the President's speech is prepared and approved by the Cabinet to avoid "blushes" over sensitive and controversial issues
but nothing prevents him from making speeches within the guidelines.

The country is passing through a grave crisis of confidence over the various democratic institutions because they have
failed to meet the aspirations of the people. It is most unfortunate that the President has not touched upon any of those
burning issues. There is every reason to be disillusioned with his speech. If there are two ideas that seem to have
confirmed some sort of legitimacy to the policy makers' social concern, they are "poverty line" and "social exclusion”. I
would delve into these two aspects.

No country has devoted so much time and intellectual capital doing a Radcliffe demarcation between the poor and
the not poor. No policy making machinery has based its legitimacy on directing resources to those below that line. Social
inclusion has found wide currency in our policy circles especially after 2006 Budget speech when the economy was glowing.

I am of the opinion that social inclusion in the official lexicon is but an empty phrase, a form of double speak in an economy
that actually furthers exclusion. Here, I would mention that discussion today also is being done relating to food security. My
limited view today will be that the individual entitlement should be made realistic. There should be universal coverage of
vulnerable sections of the society like Scheduled Tribes, primitive tribes and the disabled. Burden of cost should not be
transferred to State; support is required for system improvement. The nutrition component needs improvement also.



Odisha under Mamata Scheme is providing Rs.5000 for pregnant, lactating mothers but the Government of India talks of
providing only Rs.1000. There is need to have universal coverage for KBK areas where we are already providing for both
BPL and APL. Further criteria of identification of beneficiaries should be left to the States.

In a recent meeting in Rome, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation felt that the world's important
challenge in the coming years would be the complete conquest of hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition. Though it is
agreed that this should be the most basic aim of mankind, it is at once ambitious, and some might even say impossible to
achieve. One of the Millennium Development Goals was to halve hunger by 2015. It may not be achieved, though there is
some success.

Odisha under the able leadership of Mr. Naveen Patnaik is providing rice at Re.1 a kg, around 25 kg of rice per family, to all BPL
families including all APL families of Kalahandi, Bolangir and Koraput region. The difference between reduction and eradication of
hunger is very huge. But today production of paddy has multiplied in Odisha. One can be surprised to know that Kalahandi
District is the second highest producer of paddy in our State.

16.32 hrs (Shri Inder Singh Namdhari in the Chair)

I would draw the attention of the House to a very important aspect of the Economic Survey which was placed before
us today. Towards the last portion of that chapter relating to agriculture, challenges and outlook have been mentioned.
There, it has been categorically stated, "Though India is one of the leading producers in the world of many major crops like
paddy, wheat, pulses, sugarcane, spices and plantation crops, the comparison in terms of yield level is not credible, with it
achieving a much lower rank in many of these crops." There is a suggestion which has come and we will be waiting to see
what the Finance Minister is going to propose tomorrow in the Budget. "Agricultural production can be substantially
increased if we address this yield gap by adopting technological and policy interventions." If this is the issue, why was this
not mentioned in hon. President's address?

I would also like to delve into another aspect of our body politic. Decentralisation of fiscal, political and
administrative responsibility is the call of the hour. The Union Government should allocate more financial resources to the
States. Take the case of Nagaland. Invariably we do not discuss the North East in that detail. Nagaland has invited bids
from industry for exploration of oil and gas in 11 blocks in that State. The State has argued that it has special powers to
undertake such auctions of natural resources found within its own territory. Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry is naturally
worried and has sought legal advice.

Some years ago, Gujarat had proposed to undertake gas distribution within the State but had dropped that move
since Supreme Court ruled against it. The point here is not what Nagaland or Gujarat proposed to do but to note that the
States have become more proactive, and are securing a larger say in an economic policy sphere that still largely remains
the domain of Union Government.

Consider a few recent instances of economic policy making — FDI in multi-brand retail or the GST. It would be
naA Ve to see this assertion of State power in the Union Government's economic policy sphere only as a natural corollary
to the rise of coalition politics at the Centre and the emergence of regional political parties, many of whom run
Governments in several States. Yes, to survive, the Union Government is becoming accommodative, not necessarily only
UPA-I or UPA-II, to the concerns of the supporting parties. Similarly, the rise of the regional parties also is to be
recognized.

But what has been happening of late is far more interesting and significant. Even if the Congress-led alliance at the Centre
decides to allow FDI in multi-brand retail, the State Government of Kerala which too is ruled by the Congress-led alliance,
opposes the proposal. If in the Empowered Committee, the Deputy-Chief Minister of Bihar is in support of GST, the Finance
Minister of Madhya Pradesh is against it, though both belong to the same political party, that is, BJP. In other words, the
States are beginning to act independently, realizing perhaps both their power and responsibility to the electorate whose
interest they must serve. It is this awakening of sorts, that has made the recent rise of States, a fascinating spectacle,
which appears to have many possibilities. I am not going to delve into that aspect; it will give rise to many possibilities.
Does this find any mention in the Address of the hon. President? It may manifest itself in the next ensuing General Election,
be it in 2013 or in 2014.

I would come to the fourth aspect of my deliberation, that is relating to the terrorist strike in Hyderabad. It is more an
instance of intelligence failure. It reflects the continuing incoherence in the UPA Government on the issue of combating



terror. Its failures are systematic and demonstrate a marked weakness of will on the subject. Much has been made of the
availability of the prior warnings about the possibility of a terrorist strike in the city. The question is why was this
information not processed, processed into actionable intelligence — of their parlance? If actionable intelligence was
available with the Union Government, what impeded the Union Government to transmit that information to the State
Government which is also being run by the Congress Party, and ultimately, to the Andhra Pradesh police? I fail to
understand and I hope — when somebody from the Treasury Benches is going to rise and reply — them we would get an
answer to this aspect.

Now, a talk of NCTC is going on. What purpose will it serve, rather than making the State police important? We hear that
the Union Government has cleared the Lokpal Bill with certain modifications. In Paragraph 90 of the hon. President's
speech, three specific phrases are being used — greater transparency, probity, integrity and accountability in governance.
While narrating what other Bills are before the Parliament, it says Lokpal and Lokayukta Bills.

I would like to mention here, Sir, it is good that Lookayukt part is to be made law by respective State Governments
but the issue is that of CBI. An effort has been made in the Lokpal Bill to release the CBI from the Government's
stranglehold. But that is not enough because the Government will still retain the power to transfer officers probing graft
under the Lokpal gaze. With past records to go-by this is fraught with danger.

I am reminded, and I would like to mention, of an article published in the Outfook dated February 11, 2013. I would
like to quote it. The topic is : '"How to Waive Crores Goodbye.' The first line starts with a quote and it says: "Please stand
up and be counted. Are you for the farmer or against the farmer?" Union Finance Minister P. Chidambaram had famously
asked five years ago after unveiling the mammoth Rs. 52,275 crore loan waiver scheme for small and marginal farmers".
Subsequently it also quotes what the draft Report of CAG has mentioned. It says: "CAG has found gaping holes in the
implementation of the schemed€|.In some cases it is not the farmers who have got the loan waiver Micro finance
institutions have taken it in their name." There is another quotation: "If such a well-intentioned programme to provide relief
to those who would otherwise be driven to suicide failed to deliver, I would equate it with the rape of the public." Who has
said this? It is Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, a Member of the other House. I am not going to quote what the Headlines Today
have said but the whole story depicts what type of embezzlement that has taken place.

An hon. Member of the Union Cabinet, the Union Minister for Civil Aviation wonders aloud why such a major welfare
and "life-saving" scheme for the farmers was not implemented properly. Then he goes on to say, "No one has taken the
Swaminathan Commission's Report seriously; not a single discussion on it has taken place. Farmer-related issues are off-
stage now." This is the view of an hon. Member of the Union Cabinet.

Hon. President has mentioned about our relations with immediate neighbours. The Minister for Foreign Affairs is here
in this House. A close look at the Government's neighbourhood policy shows a pattern of missed steps. If one looks at the
ties with big powers like the United States, the United Kingdom or France we seem to have done well.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY : Today the US Secretary of Defence nominee said that India is creating problems in Afghanistan.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : That was two days back. And very wittily our Government has replied to that aspect. But I
am not going to dwell into that. We are doing well with France, the United Kingdom and with the United States. We are
cozying up to them. What is our neighbourhood policy? If one looks at the ties with big powers it is well and good. But in
terms of our neighbourhood policy we have been less effective or less successful. For instance, Maldives could have been
handled in a more dignified way because that is the main point in Indian ocean, a middle ground the African continent and
also the Australian continent. It is in Indian Ocean and it will work as a bull work to other powers which are operating in
the Indian Ocean. It seems that the dipping economic growth and corruption allegations that have swamped this
Government have cast a shadow over the entire process of decision making unsettling the Government's calculation
regarding foreign policy. Be it the case of Sri Lanka or Bangladesh or Pakistan, tensions are building up and it is not a good
sign.

Before I conclude, I must say that one need not be cynical about a great human aspiration for a world power. The nation
should have the will to dream it and work for it. I am sorry to say that there was no dream in hon. President's Speech.
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Today, I stand in support of the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address to thank the hon. President for very
encouraging speech that he has made. I have been hearing various speeches this afternoon. I would definitely admit that
the face of the future of India is the youths of today. when I look back at the hon. President's speech, India is full of lot of
hope. I go back to the thought of our earlier President, Shri Abdul Kalam when he said, India is a roaring tiger and had
Vision 2020. I see that under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh j/, we will definitely achieve all the goals and
aspirations that we the youth of India looking for today.

There has been record agricultural production. Then we talk of infrastructure like roads, electricity, and all the efforts that
our scientists have put together. Then comes industrial growth. Yes, we have had a setback in the last few months. That



reason really is, probably some of the decisions that we have taken. I won't put it completely on the global economy. Today
India is not an insulated economy. Today whatever in the world may affect us, but under the leadership of one of the best
economists in the world, I have full faith, that under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh, India is in very very safe hands
and we will make sure that we will lead only to a better future for the citizens of this country.

While this is the entire background, Maharashtra, as the earlier speaker mentioned, is going through a very difficult period
after four decades. Since 1972, this is the first time when we had a very bad drought in Maharashtra. When there was
ample water, there was no food. Right now, 40 years later, the entire story has changed when there is food available in
Maharashtra and various parts of the country, but there is absolutely no water.

I think drought is the biggest challenge that — even Rajnath Singhji said in his speech — a lot of our States are definitely
facing and we really don't know how to deal with it. We definitely need a serious intervention from the Central Government
for us to come across the next four months and hope and pray that we have good rains in June and July.

The Drought Manual that the Government of India has prepared is a very good piece of document. But definitely drought is
something different than a tsunami and an earthquake which the Manual does talk about, but all the programmes in the
Drought Manual are only for 90 days which is not good enough in a drought situation, especially what we are going through
in Maharashtra right now. So, I would urge the Government of India to extend it depending on the availability of water
because drought programmes cannot be kept only for 90 days or 180 days. I think the Drought Manual definitely needs to
be looked into and the programmes should be extended subject to availability of rains because the entire agriculture of this
country, especially some parts of Maharashtra are totally dependent on rain. We have only about 36 per cent of irrigated
agriculture in Maharashtra and today, most of our dams, which are in totally irrigated areas, have 'zero' water right now. I
am sure most of the Members must have heard a lot of speeches made by a number of my esteemed colleagues yesterday.

Sir, the Integrated Watershed Management Programme which the Government of India has introduced has increased the
price. First, under this programme, the amount given was Rs. 6,000 per hectare. Now the Government has increased it to
Rs. 12,000 per hectare, but it is not good enough because the watershed management is not only about soil erosion or just
looking at those watershed development schemes. We have things like capacity building in it, we have administrative cost
in it and we have livelihoods in it. So, the amount of Rs. 12,000 per hectare does not cover it because the only amount that
is really increased is only by upto 56 per cent of the amount of Rs. 12,000 which is Rs. 7,200. Actually, the rainfed work
amount has gone up from Rs. 5,000 to Rs.7,200 which is nothing compared to the costs of everything that have gone up.
So, I would urge the Government of India to increase this amount to anywhere between Rs. 18,000 to Rs. 21,000 per
hectare, only then this Integrated Watershed Management Programme will be of any use to our State. Otherwise, right
now, the Government of Maharashtra has put in a lot of money in it. We have put over Rs. 400 crore into this project, but
we need definitely much more support from the Central Government.

Besides this, the intervention that we have done is the creation of Rainfed Area Development Zone. We are even looking
for a chain of check dams. There are a lot of check dams in Maharashtra. It is a programme which is unique for
Maharashtra where there are cement dams built one after the other so that the water stops at various levels, the ground
water level also goes up, soil erosion is also limited because of this experiment that we have done. So, we need a lot more
support from the Government of India to support our programme and this helps in water recharge. In the Accelerated
Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP) for the drought affected areas, the construction of a chain of check dams is a very
critical quotient of it.

Sir, in the Repair, Renovation and Restoration Programme of the Government of India, 70 per cent contribution is from the

Government of India and 30 per cent contribution is to be made by the State Government which is impossible for our State
which is so affected and hurt right now with drought. We need to take it back to the IWMP under which the contribution of
the Central Government is 90 per cent and the States are asked to put only 10 per cent. I think Maharashtra, which is going
through its most difficult drought, definitely needs the support of the Government of India. A proposal amounting to Rs.
317.21 crore has been submitted to the Government of India and I would take this opportunity to request the Government
to consider this.

I would now talk about the other incomplete irrigation projects. My colleague earlier talked about Vidharba's problem.
There was a huge package given to Bundhelkhand and a huge package was given to Vidharba also. We are very happy
about it because the farmers, who are completely in dire straits, are supported. But right now, it is our turn as well in
Marathwada, Western Maharashtra and parts of Nashik area as well where we are very much affected and I am reminded
of Dr. Sika Committee Report in this context.

I remember even the hon. Prime Minister had made an intervention, when he was reviewing Maharashtra's drought, that



instead of making new projects now, let us first put all our money into projects which are held back.

So, I would urge the Government not to hold back just the way they did a Bundelkhand Package and a Vidharbha Package;
right now the rest of Maharashtra also needs a package to the tune of Rs. 317 crore that we have asked for. Over and
above that we have asked for Rs.1800 crore for cattle-feed, which is a huge problem; drinking water tankers, which is
today a huge problem; the labour is a problem; we are really going through a very difficult situation.

My esteemed colleague earlier talked about NREGA. Today, Maharashtra is struggling with NREGA because we want more
people. He was talking about wells. But we need to move beyond wells. Wells are not enough because they are not labour
intensive. We need to do labour intensive projects where more people get jobs. In NREGA we give Rs. 145 per day per
person and thanks to the Government of India's last year's intervention, the programme was, instead of 100 days,
increased to 150 days in 2011-12. I would urge the Government of India to extend it from 2012-13 to 250 days and because
Maharashtra situation being so critical we definitely need to add some more money. The Government of Maharashtra is
considering making it 200 days with some support from the Government of India. I am sure we can achieve that.

Besides this, the micro irrigation and small and marginal farmers are also an issue. There is 60 per cent of funding coming,
we needed to go out to 90 per cent. That is the only way our small irrigation projects can be covered.

Coming back to the NREGA problem, besides NREGA right now we are only doing one family one person in NREGA, which is
not going to work in the drought that we have in our State right now. We definitely needed per person not per family so
that at least some livelihood can be of some support under this.

I am going on and on about the drought in my State because drought is really the most difficult period Maharashtra is going
through and probably by May we may not even have water. There is talk about water coming by train to Maharashtra. I do
not know how we are going to go through the summer without rains. We are just praying and hoping to get a lot of support
from the Government of India and various States.

Besides this, the intervention required from the States is regarding the Aadhar and the BPL cards since we are going
through such a difficult situation. The Government of India has got both these programmes in, we are getting a lot of help
from them, but the Aadhar Card Programme definitely needs to be accelerated because all our subsidies are today
connected to it. Even the students going to college today need that. Each one of us has this problem in our constituency
because their scholarships are linked to Aadhar. Unless they have an Aadhar Card, they cannot get scholarships and hence
the children are not getting their scholarships. So, I would urge the Government to look into these issues.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Thank you.

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : There are a lot of issues regarding the Skill Mission, the MSEB, etc. I am short of time, so I will
lay part of my points which are very critical concerning my State.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY : Sir, let her continue. She is making valuable points.
MR. CHAIRMAN: All right.

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : The Skill Mission is something which we are very proud of. It is a flagship programme of the
Government of India, which the hon. Prime Minister with the intervention of the Labour Ministry and the Higher Secondary
Technical Institute, HRD Mantralaya, has brought in @ programme which we are very proud of to strengthen all our ITIs. A
lot of ITIs have got good buildings, but still today we have a huge problem with faculties and a lot of our courses in the ITIs
in the Skill Mission are completely outdated and they are not connected to industry. So, I would like the hon. Prime Minister
to make an intervention in Skill Mission and see how we can upgrade it and connect all these courses to job development
for the next generation.

Besides this, the other problem that we have in various places is about electricity in the ITIs. The ITIs are there and with
regard to electricity generation, there has been a lot of support from the Government to various States. Today, I have
heard some of my BJP colleagues talking but I think a lot of BJP States also today have very good electricity. I think it is
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Chhatisgarh which are doing very well and so is Maharashtra, I am very proud to say that it is
a promise that we made when we fought our 2009 election that we will have 100 per cent electricity which we have
achieved in Maharashtra. But at the same time there is a very good programme to connect all little villages under the Rajiv
Gandhi Vidyutikaran Yojana. I would urge the Government of India to look into this because a lot of money does come here
but because a part of these hamlets which are very far away where we have issues with Forests, we do not get clearances
from here. These hamlets, though we have infrastructure, do not get electricity just because of the rulings by the Forests
Department. We definitely need an intervention here from the Government of India.



MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Supriya Ji.

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE : Sir, just one last point. The debate on women security issue is going on and on in this country.
The internal security as well as the women security is something that definitely I would like to highlight. Being a woman I
feel very safe in this country, but at the same time atrocities against women and women's rights is an issue. I think the
Government has reiterated and the hon. President has said in his Speech also. But I would urge the hon. Prime Minister to
make a statement and send a complete signal to everybody in the police and the Home Ministry that India is serious and
committed. They will have zero tolerance against terrorism and any atrocities against women.

The ASHAs and the Anganwadi sevikas are two people in our society who are women, who really stretch themselves to
reach every corner of the village. If we can give them an opportunity and increase their salaries, it will be a great benefit to
society.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Thank you.

Dr. Thambidurai. Thambidurai ji, since the Members are opting to initiate their speeches in their own mother tongue, would you
like to do it?

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (KARUR): Sir, I am very much interested to speak in Tamil but, at the same time, I would request
the Members of Parliament to pass a resolution making all the scheduled languages as our official languages. It should not
be Hindi alone. If you make all the other languages as official languages — it is a befitting reply for that — if we are agreeing
to that, I am ready to speak in Tamil. Till then, I will speak only in English. But I am for Tamil.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You start in Tamil and shift also to English.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAL : Let there be some kind of consensus among the Members of Parliament and others to see that all
our regional languages are declared as official languages of this country. Then only it will be possible.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, thank you very much for allowing me to speak on the Motion of Thanks on the President's Address. At
the outset, I would like to quote what the hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu said in the NDC meeting. There, she said about
our Central Government's functioning. She said:

"We get the impression that the Government at the Centre is indifferent to reducing poverty. Large-scale
poverty and inequality persist, and even widens with every Plan. The Union Government, far from serving the
common man/woman, is conspiring against him/her by hiking prices of essential commodities and inputs and
appears more focused on facilitating the interests of foreign investors."

Sir, this is what I want to say. Also it is real because India is facing a lot of problems....(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members are requested not to make noise.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI : Sir, India is facing innumerable problems on all fronts. There is monthly hike in the prices of petrol
and diesel. There is de-control of diesel prices. There is rise in the prices of essential commodities. There are farmer crises.
There is threat to internal security and there is terrorism from across the border. There is Sri Lankan Tamil problem. There
are inter-State river water disputes. Above all, there is corruption at high levels. The President has not mentioned about
any of these problems and he has also not mentioned how we are going to tackle them. The Government has failed to
tackle all the problems facing the country. The Centre has neither time nor intention to pay attention to the problems of the
people of the country. This is what I am concerned about.

One of our hon. Members said that India is proud of not going to foreign countries or foreign institutions to get financial
assistance; they do not want to go there with begging bowls. But, because of the wrong policy of the Central Government,
the State Governments are coming to beg before the Centre. The Centre is giving step-motherly treatment to the States.
Whenever the State Governments are raising their problems and demanding certain financial packages, the Centre is not at
all bothering. It is because, most of the financial decisions are taken by the Central Government. Tomorrow, anyhow the



Finance Minister is going to submit the Budget. He is not bothering about the State Governments and treating as glorified
municipalities. That is the problem we are facing.

Sir, welfare programmes are very important. The Central Government has announced certain things regarding food security.
As far as food security is concerned, our State Government is very far ahead. We are giving 20 kilos of rice free of cost.
There is no price for that at all.

Our hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu is implementing that scheme. I request the Central Government to come forward and
implement such kind of scheme and give free food to all our citizens. Then only it will be useful. Otherwise, by putting a
price of Rs. 3 per kilogram, you are once again charging money from them. Food is an essential thing.

One hon. Member has already said that all our godowns are full of foodgrains. What is the use of keeping this
foodgrains in godowns? Let the foodgrains come out of the godowns. Give this foodgrain free to the people. That is what
we are requesting. Whatever our hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu is doing, let the Central Government take this as a
model and implement that scheme. This is what we are expecting.

Now, I want to tell something regarding Direct Cash Transfer Scheme. There are many lacunae in that Scheme. For
example, if you are giving subsidy, it is also going to the farmers. If you put the money in the farmer's account, the head of
the family will misuse it. It would not go to the family members. Ladies are suffering a lot due to that. Therefore, this kind
of cash transfer programme will not give heal to the project. It may be a popular Scheme and we must not withdraw the
subsidy. Subsidy is very essential for many of our programmes. Our country is a developing and a poor country. We need
Government's assistance. If you take for example U.S.A , they are also giving a lot of subsidies to their programmes and to
marketing their products. Even China is introducing all the cheap products in the markets of India. Therefore, we have to
protect our industries and our farmers. Our farmers are suffering a lot. Most of the Members are concerned about the
agricultural activities in the country. Agriculture is more or less neglected in our country. Even 60 per cent of the people are
still depending on agriculture but the Government is not coming with a good policy to improve agriculture. When the
drought affects any State, the Central Government is not coming to help the State Government.

In Tamil Nadu, we are facing a lot of problems in regard to water dispute. We could not get Cauvery river water. The delta
farmers have suffered a lot. Our hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has come forward and given relief to the farmers of Rs.
15,000 per acre. If you take it for per hectare, it works out to be Rs. 37,500. It is given as compensation. In India, the
maximum amount given as compensation by the centre is Rs. 7,500 per hectare. We have already spent Rs. 540 crores for
that. We have also sent letters to the Central Government to give more assistance to the farmers. Till now we could not
get any assistance.

Yesterday, our hon. Members spoke about drought, famine and other conditions in the country apart from cyclone. The
Tamil Nadu Government has already spent nearly Rs. 2,000 crores on this. We sought more assistance from the Central
Government. The Central Government Officials have only visited. That is only what they did but we could not get any
assistance from the Central Government. Therefore, the Central Government has to come forward with proper scheme to
tackle the problems that the agriculture is facing. The State Governments alone could not implement such schemes.

Sir, regarding Cauvery issue, we are happy that at the behest of the Supreme Court, ultimately the Central Government has
to notify the Award of 'Cauvery Water Tribunal' in the Official Gazette. This is only a beginning. Already our hon. Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu has written a letter to the hon. Prime Minister requesting him to constitute the Cauvery
Management Board and Cauvery Water Regulation Commission. This is very important. Without that we cannot implement
whatever the Central Notification says. The Central Government cannot keep quiet. In the year 2007, this Tribunal gave the
Award. We have taken so many years just to notify it in the Gazette, on the direction of the Supreme Court. The Central
Government never bothered because of political reasons. They may be interested to take care of Karnataka. Without going
into all these disputes, we have to see the farmers' interest. When the farmers are suffering, the Central Government must
solve their problem. When we are ready to help Pakistan and Bangladeshwith with regard to river disputes, why are we not
solving an inter-river dispute of the States? Then what is the integrity of the Central Government?

These are the riparian areas. Therefore, the interest of the State must be protected. The Central Government must come
forward to do it. Our Madam suffered a lot by undertaking fast and protests, to protect the farmers* . She went to the
Supreme Court. Only then, she was able to get the judgment and this Award. Otherwise, the Centre would not have
implemented it. So, the credit for this goes to the hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. She had taken a lot of efforts to see
that the Cauvery river water dispute is solved to some extent but we still require the Central assistance for forming the
Board and the Commission. ...(Interruptions) My time must not be taken by other Members. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Aaron Rashid, you are a gentleman. Therefore, you kindly address the Chair. No cross-talking please.



DR. M. THAMBIDURAI : Sir, coming to the ethnic war in Sri Lanka, the Sri Lankan Government indulged in excess is and
killed more than two lakh innocent civilian Sri Lankan Tamils. The Report of the United States quotes that number is more
than 50,000. They have quoted this figure. But more than two lakh people had died. It is unfortunate. The Central
Government has not taken any steps in persuading the Sri Lankan Government to solve this problem. Sir, you would have
seen recently that the son of Mr. Prabakaran, a 12-year old boy, was brutally killed during the ethnic war, by the Sri Lankan

Army. It is an inhuman activity — cold blooded. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI J.M. AARON RASHID (THENI): Our late Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi was also killed in an inhuman act.
...(Interruptions)

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI : We are condemning that also. At the same time, the innocent Sri Lankan Tamil people must not be
killed .

That is what our Chief Minister has clearly stated. We are against terrorism. We are not for terrorist activities. We want
everything to be settled peacefully. The genuine demands of the Sri Lankan Tamils have to be settled. That can be done by
the persuasion of the Indian Government. We have to take up this issue at the international level and also in various other
forums. When other countries are raising this issue, in the International farmers we are failing to raise this issue. They are
our brothers who have suffered. Therefore, I am requesting the Central Government to take adequate steps in this regard
but there is no mention about these things in the President's Address. That is why, I am insisting that necessary steps
must be taken in this regard.

Now, I come to the issue of Katchatheevu. Our fishermen are suffering a lot. Katchatheevu is a part of the Indian Territory
but it has gone to Sri Lanka illegally. Therefore, we have to get it back. Our fishermen have got every right to go there for
fishing and stay there. But what is happening now? The Sri Lankan Navy is misusing its power and killing our fishermen.
They are arresting our fishermen. These fishermen are innocent people. They depend on fishing profession. The Central
Government is not taking care of these fishermen. Only they are doing an eye-wash. Therefore, I am requesting the Central
Government to take necessary steps in protecting our fishermen. The President's Address has not mentioned anything
regarding this issue.

Now, I come to the issue of the power shortage. ...(Interruptions)

Regarding the power problem, our hon. President has mentioned in his Address that the Government is going to generate
1,00,000 MW power. How are they going to distribute it? If you take Tamil Nadu, when our Chief Minister was in power in
2006, we generated 10,500 MW power. We were a surplus State at that time. Now, we are having the power shortage. We
wanted to modernize the existing power generating plants. Now when we are facing the power shortage, we requested the
Central Government to allocate at least 1,000 MW power but we have not got anything till now from the Central
Government. They are giving some excuses — like Corridor for transmission. They can solve this problem, if they want.
Already there are power generating plants in Tamil Nadu such as Neyveli project, Kalpakkam project. There are many other
plants. The Central Government could have given at least 1,000 MW power from these plants as a temporary measure. Our
hon. Chief Minister wrote a letter to the hon. Prime Minister requesting him to give at least 1,000 MW power for a short
period, till we solve our problems but the Central Government has not given anything. And due to this power shortage, our
farmers are suffering. This power shortage problem is a big problem. Therefore, even if you are generating more power,
how are you going to transmit it? Therefore, grid must be provided for transmitting power. We are having only one southern
grid. It does not have the capacity to transmit power to all the four States. Therefore, it is very important to have one more
grid to transmit power. Then only, it can be linked with the other States of the country. Then only, wherever there is excess

of power, it can be transmitted and distributed to other parts of the country. Therefore, one more grid is very much
required. Even though, there is a mention of it in the President's Address, how are they going to distribute it throughout the
country is not mentioned.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Would you kindly conclude now?
DR. M. THAMBIDURALI : There is a power shortage. That is why I am not in a position to conclude!...(Interruptions)

Sir, another thing is regarding Centre-State relations. The relations between the Centre and the States are very important.
The States' right must be respected by the Centre. In the name of taking certain measure, so if the Centre is taking all the
powers to itself, then they are making the States as glorified municipalities. What is the use of doing it? You envisage and
prepare a plan, and the State Governments are going to implement the programmes. So the States' rights must be
respected.

Mr. Chairman Sir, what we had learned from the hon. Minister earlier was that the growth rate would be 8.5 per cent



or nine per cent. But actually, what they are telling now is that the growth rate expected is five per cent. In the agriculture
sector also, the growth rate has gone down. Earlier; it was said that it would be 2.5 per cent. But actually, it is 1.8 per cent
growth in the agriculture sector. Therefore, if you neglect the agriculture sector, where would the country go? The issue of
food is very important. If you neglect the agriculture sector, we cannot move forward.

If you take the example of Tamil Nadu, it is the number one State in regard to performance in the agriculture sector.
The State Government of Tamil Nadu has got the award also for the best performance in the field of agriculture in India.
The credit for doing this goes to our hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu because she did so many things and she has been
taking so many measures to help the farmers. That kind of attitude must be there at the Centre also. Then only, we can
achieve sufficient agricultural growth.

Sir, another point is regarding cable TV in Tamil Nadu. We have sent so many letters regarding cable TV problems.
We have the Digital Addressable System. We have asked for further licenses because it would help the common man. The
Tamil Nadu Government is not asking this for doing some business. It will actually help the people. Private operators are
charging Rs. 200 to Rs. 500 per household connection. But if the scheme is implemented and comes through the Tamil
Nadu Government, it would be of great help to the people. What they are doing is for Madras city it is only Rs. 70 and
elsewhere, it is Rs. 100. Therefore, we are asking for this kind of request. But till now, the Central Government has not
taken any action on our request. The problem has not been solved so far. It seems, some private players are having vested
interests in this. So, this problem needs to be addressed immediately.

Sir, another point is regarding scams. There are so many scams, which have come to light. A Joint Parliamentary
Committee was also constituted regarding the 2G spectrum case. Then, there was a coal block allocation scam. Then,
there was a scam regarding helicopter deals. Especially, 2009 onwards, the Parliament has been discussing so many
scams. Therefore, the Government must come forward and make sure that all those who did all these kinds of activities
and who are involved there, are booked and arrested; and severe action must be taken against them.

Then only, people will have confidence in our democracy. India is the biggest democracy of the world. We are proud of that.
But at the same time, we are ashamed to see that so many scams are taking place. For that, we have to take necessary
action. Whatever scandals have surfaced, the Government should come forward, take necessary action and give a clean
image to the country. That is what we are requesting.

MR. CHAIRMAN:: Ajnala Sahib, will you start your speech in Punjabi?

*Dr. RATTAN SINGH AJNALA (KHADOOR SAHIB) : Chairman Sir, I will start as well as end my speech in Punjabi as I am
going to speak in Punjabi only.

Hon'ble Chairman Sir, I am thankful to you for giving me the opportunity to speak on the Motion for Vote of Thanks on the
President's Address to both Houses of Parliament. Sir, I have gone through this Address by the President at least four
times.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Have you read it four times?

Dr. RATTAN SINGH AJNALA : Yes, Sir. I've read it four times. However, I could not find anything useful or fruitful in it. Tall
but unsubstantiated claims have been made in this Address. The growth rate was supposed to be 8%. However, it has
fallen back to 5%.

Chairman Sir, ours is a great country where wonderful people reside. However, the unfortunate part is that those at the
helm of affairs often indulge in scams. It leads to great losses for the country.

Sir, 66 years have passed since we attained independence. The Congress party has ruled this country for about 55 years. If
we are still plagued by poverty, illiteracy and corruption, only Congress party is responsible for this sorry state of affairs.



Sir, since 2009, a plethora of scams have rocked this nation. Whether it is the 2G Spectrum Scam, Commonwealth Games
Scam or Defence Deal Scam, they have sullied the image of the nation and resulted in losses to the national exchequer
worth thousands of crores of rupees. Both Houses of Parliament have been interrupted in all the Sessions due to these
scams. The Government indulged in knee-jerk reactions to defuse the crisis. When the 2G Scam come to light, JPC was
constituted. Its report is still awaited. The Helicopter Scam has also resulted in the constitution of another JPC.
Commissions and JPCs have done little to re-instill the confidence of the common man in the system. The guilty are still
roaming scot-free.

Chairman Sir, I hail from Punjab. Agriculture is the mainstay of our economy. However, agriculture is no longer a
remunerative profession. In fact, it has now become a loss bearing venture. The farmer can no longer recover his input-
cost. Sir, we in Punjab produce wheat as well as paddy. Punjab constitutes hardly 1A% % of the total land area of the
country. The population of Punjab is hardly 2% of India's population. However, we provide 60% of foodgrains in the central
pool. By the dint of their sweat and blood, the farmers of Punjab produce a bumper harvest for the country. However, they
find themselves in a miserable condition. They have been compelled to commit suicides. They cannot recover even the
input-cost of agriculture. They are neck-deep in debt.

Sir, some time back, the rains failed in Punjab. A drought like situation was there. I and the Chief Minister of Punjab
requested the Power Minister to provide adequate electricity to Punjab so that our farmers could cultivate paddy. However,
the Power Minister came up with the alibi that he could not spare electricity for Punjab. We were willing to pay extra money
for the electricity. However, the Centre washed its hands off the whole affair. Sir, the farmers of Punjab love and take care
of their crops like their children. So, the farmers spent their hard-earned money on costly diesel for cultivation purpose. The
Centre simply looked the other way. It did not provide even a single rupee to bail out these hapless farmers. The FCI even
refused to purchase the paddy produced by our farmers. It lay rotting in the open.

Sir, the godowns of Punjab are filled with foodgrains. The FCI has turned a blind eye towards fresh stocks. The Supreme
Court has said that it is better to distribute the foodgrains free of cost to the poor and needy instead of allowing it to rot.
However, the Centre has turned a blind eye and a deaf ear to this plea. Unless space is created for storage of fresh stock of
wheat, it is bound to rot in the open. Such is the plight of the farmers of Punjab that they have been compelled to commit
suicide. However, the UPA Government at the centre remains apathetic towards our needs.

Sir, the centre-state relations have also taken a beating. A duly constituted commission reported that Punjab, West Bengal
and Kerala are deficit states and must be bailed out by the Centre. However, the Centre remains unaffected by these
demands.

Sir, 66 years have passed since we attained independence. However, the Central Government has failed to identify the
genuine number of those below poverty line. The BPL list is full of lacuna and short comings. How can we provide aid to the
BPL families if we cannot even properly identify the exact number of genuine people below poverty line?

Sir, the Government claims that it will provide subsidy to these people on the basis of Aadhaar Card. But, two days ago,
there was a newspaper report that Aadhaar Cards had been found in drains in Haryana. There has been rampant corruption
and bungling in the making of Aadhaar cards. The very purpose of providing subsidy to these people is being defeated due
to these irregularities.

Sir, this UPA Government is only indulging in election-stunts by announcing various ambitions schemes which cannot be
realised. The sole intention of the Central Government is to somehow befool the poor people and get their votes by making
false promises. Sir, this is why electoral reforms are badly needed. Crores of rupees are being spent on elections. What is
the source of this money? The Election Commission must look into all this. Therefore, electoral reforms are the need of the
hour.

Chairman Sir, the Address by the Hon'ble President fails to mention any effort being made by the Centre to check the
menace of ever-increasing population. The population of India has gone past 120 crores. It is increasing by leaps and
bounds. It is draining our resources and proving to be a stumbling-block in the path of progress. The population of poor
people is also increasing considerably. Who will feed these hungry millions? Our neighbour China has successfully controlled
its population whereas we have miserably failed in this effort. It is because our Government lacks the will to do so.

Sir, Punjab is a border state. Pakistan is our neighbour. It is pumping in fake and counterfeit currency into Punjab. Drugs
are being smuggled into our state from across the border. Unfortunately our youths have become addicted to the bane of
drugs. The central agencies like BSF should foil the nefarious designs of Pakistan.



Sir, my constituency lies on the border. The barbed wire fence on the border has resulted in a loss to the farmers of border-
areas. During the NDA regime, the farmers whose land fell beyond the barbed wire fence, used to get a compensation of
Rs.2500/- per acre. However, this was done away with when the UPA Government came to power in 2004. The BSF doesn't
easily allow these framers to go beyond the barbed wire fence and cultivate their lands located there. So, these farmers are
suffering heavy losses.

Sir, Pakistan is indulging in a proxy-war with India. It has become a breeding ground of anti-India terrorists. ISI is
sponsoring and training these terrorists who sneak into India and detonate bombs here. What is the Government doing in
this matter?

Sir, China has become a source of danger for us. It harbours evil intentions against us. Chinese soldiers are regularly
intruding into Indian territory. Dams are being built by China on river Brahamputra on its side of the border without even
intimating us. It will result in ecological imbalance in Assam and North-East. China has already occupied Indian territory in
the Ladakh region of Kashmir. What is the Government doing in this matter?

Sir, the Government intends to get passed the Food Security Bill in the Parliament. But, what about the plight of the
farmers? Who will provide relief and succour to the needy, hapless farmers? The Government has left them in the lurch.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Thank you.

Dr. RATTAN SINGH AJNALA : I urge upon the Central Government to bail out the farmers of Punjab and India. Only then
can the people of India prosper.
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In para 15 of his Address, the hon. President says:
"A National Centre for Cold Chain Development has been constituted to give a fillip to the cold chain sector."
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DR. CHINTA MOHAN (TIRUPATI): Sir, many people who spoke here said that no development has taken place in this
country. Sixty-five per cent of the people are living in villages. After 65 years of Independence, when we look back, we see
today that so many changes have taken place. Earlier, villages used to be in dark because there was no electricity, and the
villagers used to worry about devils, thieves, snakes, scorpions, etc. Today, every village has electricity and you will find
lights everywhere. Almost 90 per cent of the people of this country, whether they are poor or rich, have got a bulb in their
house. Earlier, the villages did not have drinking water. Today, every village has got drinking water. Every village has got a
primary school, and every village has got a sub-centre. Everybody is covered by good healthcare systems. Earlier villages
did not have telephone connections. We have six lakh villages, and I can confidently say that every village is almost covered
with telephone connections. Earlier, we used to have small transistors and we used to have radios. Now, in every village,
you will find the households having a television set. Earlier, villages used to have wells and people used to draw water from
the wells by the use of bucket tied to a rope.

18.00hrs

I would also like to say a word about untouchability in this country. Nobody can say, even our enemies cannot say no to
this. Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru brought equality in this country.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Chinta Mohan, you can continue tomorrow. Now, we will take up the 'Zero Hour' matters. If the
House agrees, we will extend the House till completion of the 'Zero Hour.'



SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: We agree to extend the House for the 'Zero Hour.'



