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Title: Combined discussion on the Resolution regarding 3™ Report of the Railway Convention Committee; Budget
(Railways) 2013-14; Demands for Grants in respect of Budget (Railways) 2013-14; Supplementary Demands for Grants in
respect of Budget (Railways) 2012-13 and Demands for Excess Grants in respect of Budget (Railways) for 2010-11
(Discussion not concluded).

MADAM SPEAKER: Now, we can take up the discussion on Railway Budget. Shri Lalit Mohan Suklabaidya to continue.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI LALIT MOHAN SUKLABAIDYA (KARIMGANJ): Madam, although I am happy that all the States of North East will soon
be coming on the railway map, but at the same time, I express my deep concern because various projects of the North
East are either stalled or inordinately delayed.

Madam, Dullabcharra to Charagi railway extension work was taken up and survey was completed some years back, but
after that, no work was done. This time also, we have got a line — Patharkandi to Kanmum. I request the Government to
see that these two are taken up in this Budget itself. I would request the Government to take up these two railway lines,
because they will connect the remotest area of Barak Valley; and the people will be coming closer to the mainland.

Madam, I repeatedly requested for resumption of Karimganj-Bangladesh link through Mahisasan in Assam. This is an old
railway line and it is not a new one. We have railway infrastructure and that is to be re-constructed. I would request the
hon. Minister to take up this because it is not there in this Budget. This will help in the development of trade and commerce
of the area.

Madam, the gauge conversion of Rangiya-Murkongselek will be completed this year for which we are happy but
unfortunately the conversion of Lumding-Silchar is going to be delayed further. It was to be completed by 2007, then in
2009, then in 2012 and finally we were told that it will be given to us as a New Year gift of 2014. In the completion list,
which the hon. Railway Minister has given in the House, it has not been mentioned which means that it will not be

completed up to 315t March. However, hon. Railway Minister has expressed his desire to complete it immediately after 31 st
March. So, it is going to be delayed again. I have visited the construction site along with the hon. Minister of the
Government of Assam. I found that if the speed with which the work is going on continues, then it will be completed in six
months. I would request the hon. Railway Minister or the Minister of State in the Ministry of Railways to visit the site as it
is a long pending national project which requires to be completed soon for the people of Barak Valley. Madam, this is 180
Kms. line and it takes 14 hours to cross this line whereas in other parts of the country this much distance can be covered in
two hours. So, this work has to be completed as soon as possible.

Another national project which is running behind the schedule is Bogibeel project. It is an important link between North and
South banks of Assam. It is yet to be completed. I would request the hon. Minister to take note of it and kindly take action
for its completion as soon as possible.

Madam, we are happy that we have been given three new trains this time. In this connection, I wish to say that in the
earlier Budget a new train from Kamakhya to Mumbai was given to us but that train ran for a few weeks only and after that
it was suspended because of its sub-standard coaches. Now, these coaches are occupying the parking space of Kamakhya
station. We expect that this time whatever train we get, it should run properly.

Madam, earlier we were given a humber of assurances like multifunctional complexes at Guwahati, Silchar and Dibrugarh,
diagnostic centre at several stations and most importantly the conversion of Guwahati railway hospital into a medical
college. These are lying in Railway Intensive Care Unit and are not coming out.

One assurance regarding construction of a Wagon Factory at Guwahati has come out of the Railway Intensive Care Unit. I
had reminded the hon. Minister of it during the last Railway Budget and the hon. Minister informed me in writing that an
initial sum of Rs.180 crore has been sanctioned for starting the Wagon Factory on PPP basis. I would request the hon.
Minister to start construction of this wagon factory as it will absorb a large number of unemployed people. Railway is
concerned about employment generation and that is why I would request the hon. Minister to start it immediately.

Railways have proposed to establish 25 skill-development centres and I am happy that three of these centres will be
established in my State.

Madam, there is one sentimental demand which I have raised in the House a number of times and that is regarding
re-naming Silchar Station as Bhasha Sahid Station because eleven persons laid their lives on this station for the cause of



language. For their supreme sacrifice, Bengali language was recognised as the official language of Barak Valley. These
martyrs are recognised all over the world and they find a place in the history. Our demand was refused, we then protested
but after that we did not get any response. The then Railway Minister interfered in my speech made in this House and she
told that she had received the request and she had been looking into it. But after that, we did not hear anything. I do not
know the reason. I do not know whether they want to deny it or delay it. We know that in recent past, many stations are
named after many famous persons. If so, why could Silchar Station not be renamed? I would request once again the hon.
Railway Minister to consider renaming the Silchar Station as Bhasha Shahid Station.

Madam, though many stations have been converted into model stations and have been given a face-lift, yet there are many
stations which require upgradation. The most urgent requirement is maintaining cleanliness and hygienic conditions at the
small stations for the comfort of passengers. The Waiting Halls at all the stations require urgent attention. Therefore, 1
would request the Government to fulfil the need of the passengers by providing all basic amenities required by them during
journey.

The Railways touch almost all corners of the country. The Railways can tackle the growing unemployment. Therefore, the
Railway employees should be from all corners of the country. So, kindly consider recruiting lower category staff area-wise.
If it is done, the Railway employees will be spread all over the country and that will not be centralised. I would request the
hon. Railway Minister to consider this.

These are some of the points which need urgent attention. I would again request the hon. Railway Minister to visit the
broad gauge construction site and ensure that it is completed within six months. I know Rs.100 crore were not released
last year for this project. This time, I know that the hon. Railway Minister is hopeful that he will get all the funds from the
Government of India. At the same time, I would request the hon. Finance Minister also to kindly provide the funds required
for conversion to broad gauge.

*SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): Before presenting the Railway Budget, Railway has already
raised the freight charges as well as the passenger charges. In this Budget also, Railway raised the freight
charges. Though it is stated that there is no charges on passenger charges of Super Fast train, Reservation
charges, charges on cancellation of tickets, charges on Tatkal tickets etc. are all raised. This is really a
burden on the Railway passengers and common people. So new charges have to be withdrawn.

Railways has taken a decision of private participation in almost all the projects either in the construction of
lines or in the construction of new Railway stations or new coach factories. Railway is the largest public
undertaking in our country. It is really a symbol of national integration. The success of the Railway is due to
the participation of the people and the cooperation of lakhs of workers. But, now-a-days, Government has
taken a new liberal policy, as a result large number of workers are denied employment. There were about 17
lakh workers earlier but now it has declined to 13 lakhs. It adversely affects the security and protection of
Railway. So these changes in the policy have to be reviewed. We witness number of accidents now-a-days in
Railway. More RPF persons have to be deputed. Railway should consult with the State Governments also with
regard to protective measures that has to be taken.

I like to mention some of the issues in Kerala. Kerala is neglected in this Railway Budget badly. So I like to
give the following suggestions in this regard:

a) More funds should be allocated for the Palakkad Coach Factory and Allapuzha Wagon Factory and the
time bound road maps should be drawn to complete the project.

b) Number of surveys have already been included in the earlier budget. But most of them are not
completed. The Kanhangad-Panathoor survey is over. Railway Board has accepted and it has been sent to
the Planning Commission's appraisal. So I would like to speed up the work and allot funds in this Budget.
The Panathoor-Kanniyoor survey was included in the last Budget. The survey is in progress. I would request
to speed up this survey as early as possible.

c) The other important services are Thalassery-Mysore, Kannur-Matanoor, Guruvayoor-Thanoor, Nilamboor-
Manchangad and Angamali-Sabri. Railway should give due importance to these surveys.

d) There is a mistake on the part of the Railway officers that a new line Kaniyoor-Kotikulam is included.
There is no need of such line because this Kanhangad-Panahoor-Kanniyoor line is in progress.

It is sad to say that new trains are very less and no important trains are included. So I suggest to include the



following items :-

A new train from Trivandrum to Mangalore.

A new passenger train from Calicut to Mangalore or Kannur to Mangalore.

The frequency of Lokmanya Tilak and Kochivelli should be increased from one to two.
The frequency of Chandigarh to Kochivelli should be increased from one to two.

The frequency of Rajdhani and Samparak Kranti should be increased for one more day.
A new train from Cochin to Bangalore.

The Executive Passenger Train from Ernakulam to Kannur should be extended to Mangalore.
Janashatabadi train from Alleppey to Kannur should be extended to Mangalore.

There should be new train from Chennai to Mangalore.

A tourist train from Kanyakumari, Karnataka, Kerala to Goa.

In order to make better passenger connectivity in northern part of Kerala, a demo service should be started
from Shornur to Mangalore or Calicut to Mangalore.

More funds should be allotted for the doubling and electrification. There are about 80 acres of land in Bekal
Railway station premises and Bekal is a national tourist destination. So Bekal or Kotikulam should be declared
as the tourist destination station.

Since Kasaragod is the last end of the State, a stoppage to Rajdhani should be given to Kasaragod. Though
number of stations are declared as Adarsh stations such as Manjeshwar-Kasaragod, Kanhangad, Nileshwar,
Cheruvathur, Payanoor, Payangadi, no new projects or facilities are provided. So I request to atleast allot one
crores rupees for such station. In other stations, the minimum facilities such as upgradation of platform, new
shelters, drinking water facilities etc. has to be provided.

I would like to request the Hon'ble Minister to consider these issues especially the issue of northern Malabar
or Kerala.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Rewati Raman Singh, there are many Members to speak from your Party. If you are going to take
more time, then we may not accommodate other Members from your Party.

SHRI REWATI RAMAN SINGH : Sir, it is as good as saying 'Sit down"

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. It is not like that. I am just informing you that other Members will not be getting time to speak.

SHRI REWATI RAMAN SINGH Sir, I am the first speaker from my Party and you are bounding me.
MR. CHAIRMAN: There are eight Members to speak from your Party.
SHRI REWATI RAMAN SINGH : If you say, I will sit down.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. You take your own time; I have no problem. But other Members from your Party may not get much
time.

SHRI REWATI RAMAN SINGH : Sir, this discussion is going to be taken up tomorrow also.
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*DR. SANJEEV GANESH NAIK (THANE): Hon'ble Minister have stated that Railways have struggled to
generate resources to meet its operational expenditure and this has hindered investment in planned activities
like safety, capacity and passenger amenities. The operating ratio in 2011-12 was 94.9%. However this is
expected to fall significantly to 88.8% in 2012-13.

The Minister proposes a plan investment of Rs.63,363 crore in 2013-14. The main focus of the
investment would be doubling of tracks, safety and passenger and staff welfare. Compared with 2012-13,
this would be a 5%. About 500 km of new lines, 750 km of doubling and 450 km gauge conversion is
targeted in 2013-14. Raising of Rs.1000 crores through PPP for both the Rail Land Development Authority
and Station Development Corporation in 2013-14.

The following are the important demands of my Parliamentary Constituency:-

- Status of work regarding development of Thane railway station into "World Class Station". It was
announced during the budget session of 2009-10 by Ms. Mamata Banerjee Madam — Former Union Minister
for Railway.

-Two new Foot over Bridges (6 meter wide) to be sanctioned at Thane Railway Station.
- Thane-Kasara local service to be started as early as possible.

- To install more A.T.V.M. machines at Thane Railway Station as long queues are often seen at Ticket
Vending windows and also ATVM machines.

- Parsik railway station to be sanctioned between Kalwa and Mumbra Railway stations.

- To start the extension of existing Foot Over Bridge (FOB), which lands between platform No. 1 and 2 at
Thane Railway Station, as early as possible.

- The height of the platform at Thane Railway Station should be increased as the existing height is very low
which increases the risk of accidents.

- Number of toilets should be increased at Thane Railway Station. Currently there are only two toilets which
are always in unhygienic state and also not cleaned properly.

- To start local service from Thane to Vasai via Diva, as commuters have to go to Diva Station for boarding
Diva-Vasai Train.

-Shed on Platform No.7 and 8 is incomplete (i.e.) half of the platform towards C.S.T. end which should be
done till end of the platform (upto C.S.T. end).

-To increase frequency of Garib Rath and Duranto Express, which are currently scheduled bi-weekly.

- More ticket vending windows to be started near the S.T. Depot side (Thane West) at the station as to avoid



long queue and burden from the existing ticket vending windows as this will also help and prove to be of
great convenience to the commuters coming from the Cidco Bus Depot and S.T. Depot.

-Special ticket vending window to be introduced at the both sides of the station for senior citizens and
physically handicap commuters at Thane Railway Station.

- Walk through metal detectors to be installed at all the gates at Thane station in order to ensure security.
- Introduce new trains plying between Kurla to Thane and Thane to Kurla to Panvel.

- Starting Madgaon Nagpur via Shegaon train on the eve of centenary celebration of great Sant Gajanan
Maharaj of Shegaon near Akola Junction Central Railway.

- Halt to all long distance trains at Thane Railway station.
- Increasing Frequency of local trains between Thane to Karjat and Karjat to Thane.

- The proposal of escalators has already been passed by Railways for Thane Railway Station, but still no
progress regarding the same has been seen.

- LCD TV has been installed at the station but the number of LCD TVs seems to be insufficient. So, number
of LCD TVs' should be increased of Thane Railway Station.

- Ticket windows on SATIS Bridge have been already sanctioned by Railways. These windows should be
started as soon as possible

- New railway station should be built between Thane and Mulund near Mental Hospital at Kopri.

- To give stoppage to Mandvi Express Train No. 10103 & 10104 at Vilvade Station in Ratnagiri District. Vilvade
station having connect around 30-40 villages.

-To change departure point of Diva Madgao Passenger Train No. KR5 from Diva to Thane Railway Station.
- To increase number of bogies (i.e. 18 to 20) instead of 12 for RajyaRani Express (Dadar-Sawantwadi).

- Digha railway station to be sanctioned between Airoli and Thane Railway Stations.

- Mowgli dam at Iltanpada, Digha, Navi Mumbai, to be handed over to N.M.M.C.

- Increase more ticket vending windows at the both sides of all Navi Mumbai Railway Stations.

- Ticket fare card to be installed at ticket vending windows at all Navi Mumbai Stations.

- Lack of security was reported by the ladies commuters due to absence of police staff in ladies coach for
harbour line trains i.e. Thane — Panvel Trains and Thane-Vashi Trains.

- To appoint doctors and also provide medical facilities including Ambulance services at all the Railway
Stations in Navi Mumbai.

- Currently all trains on harbor line are of nine boogies which should be increased and made fifteen bogies.

- To start direct train service to Haridwar from Mumbai as there are lakhs of devotees who visit Haridwar and
Chardham.

- Increase the frequency of local to and fro Borivali/Andheri to move from track No. 5 and 6 during peak
hours.

- More trains to start for Borivali/Andheri/Dadar/Churchgate during peak hours.

- Increase in breadth of FO.B. (Virar Side) at Bhayander Station and there is only one side to get down on
the platform No. 3 and 4, so to make an additional staircase on the other wide as there is huge load on this
bridge during peak hours.

-Construction of subway at Bhayander station and Mira Road station.

-Renovation of Bhayander/Mira Road railway station.



-Availability of shuttle/express tickets of Gujarat bound trains to be provided at Mira road and Bhayander
station.

- Vapi passenger train stopping at Bhayander in the morning should have a stoppage at Bhayander while on
its way towards Bandra.

- At least one Mail train going towards Surat should have stoppage at Bhayander as many service class
people travel on this route and should have stoppage at Bhayander while on its way towards Mumbai
Central.

-From last 30 years there is no train between Andheri to Virar between 12.08 a.m. to 12.41 a.m. i.e. almost
33 minutes, so you are requested to kindly keep one train between these periods.

- Kindly make some arrangements from Bhayander west side for platform No. 1 and 2 for handicapped and
senior citizens who are not able to use foot over bridge.

- In case of an accident, passengers should be taken to the hospital immediately and then Panchanama to
be done.

- More compartments for ladies, ladies coach converting into gents after 11 p.m. should be kept as ladies
coach for full 24 hours.

- Pole No. 9 and 10 are near Railway tracks between Mira Road and Dahisar which leads to mishaps. Can
something be done about this?

- Bhayander bound local trains should not stop between Borivali-Bhayander.
- Improve the quality of foods/eatables at tea stalls.

- Cleaning of trains and platforms to be done on regular basis and maintaining all electric fixtures regularly
which are not working.

- Increase the time period to 24 hrs. for the seats reserved for senior citizens instead of i.e. 12 pm to 3 pm
and increase the number of seats in each compartments or kindly allot the half coach just like handicap
coach.

- The entire vendor at the station and nearby station premises to be removed for easy movement and safety
of passengers.

- Passenger from Bhayander/Mira Road are not allowed to enter in Churchgate bound trains and
simultaneously while during nights trains coming from Churchgate to Virar passengers block the doors by
sitting near and do not allow the other passengers to board the trains. Kindly depute some RPF staff at
platforms for a close watch on miscreators and give some relief to the passengers.

- Allow deaf and dumb public in handicap compartment. Individuals who are handicapped and disabled with
legs should be given preferences in sitting, old trains racks having smaller handicap compartments should be
bigger.

- Proper announcement in local trains.

- All passengers and some mail trains should be stopped at Bhayander station in both up and down
direction, so that load on Borivali station can be reduced.

- Weather shed at Bhayander (West) North side Ticket counter.
- Installation of train timetable TV screen on every entrance of station.

- Construction of toilets on Platform 1 and 2 south side is very slow. Toilets on platform No.3 & 4 north side is
completed but not open for passengers.

- No toilets facilities on Platform No. 5.

- Toilet on Platform No. 6 south sides are operative but very unhygienic.



- Tube lights brightness on platform No. 3 and 4 is very dim.

- No tube lights on the extended part of platform No. 5 north side.

- No weather sheds on the extended part of platform No. 6 north side.

- No first aid and Ambulance facilities for Railway accident victims at Bhayander/Mira Road station.
- Waiting rooms for passengers stuck up at the station at night time.

- Escalators facilities on Bhayander/Mira Road Railway Station on North and South side.

- To give halt to all locals at Mira Road Railway Station.

*SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI (DHARWAD): Indian Railways is a major symbol of our national unity and integrity as it is
such a vehicle which brings people of all regions in the country together. If there is one big organization which since
independence successfully united our people and brought them under one umbrella irrespective of region, religion, caste
creed, language etc, it is none other than Railways.

The country had eagerly expected this time Railway budget would take a different shape and show a more national
face with a new congress Railway minister after 17 years unlike the previous budgets presented by regional satraps who
had only regional agenda aimed at more achieving their political goals. This Budget achieved neither of the above and only
once again landed the people in the same old predicament of traveling in the same trains with the same uncomfort and
rusted system where even in AC coaches the rats and the cockroaches make their dens and dwelling.

I am saying this because the Govt. once again has failed to exploit the opportunity of giving priority of creating much
needed infrastructure to Railway.

I have been pressing for the better rail network across the country as the present Railway Route Length Density
(RRLD) is very poor, a 19.27 Km and that it is not uniformal in the country. But the Railway minister seems to have a
backward vision and not moved forward and hesitant to take any visionary steps in this direction giving a clear indication of
bankruptcy of congress in innovative thinking and thereby taking Indian Railways forward.

It is just like a old wine in new bottle. Hence he has showed no direction for radical changes in approach and
seriousness to address key concerns. It can very visibly be seen in the Railway Ministers failure to augment money from
somewhere. If this is the situation how can he raise the resources for modernization and more importantly for safety and
other passenger amenities.

In the present scenario of terrorist threats all major stations in the country are unsafe and vulnerable. There is nothing
concrete in the budget addressing this sensitive issue. There is a talk in the budget to put in place a corporate safety plan
for 10 years. No clear cut road map is indicated in this regard.

Though some new line projects are announced all appear to be linked to a political motives.

Govt. has made a fake claim that fares were not being increased. After raising the fares by 20% recently this budget has
definitely added to the fares further, which may be found in trick full hike in the supplementary charges on tatkal, Express
Train reservation and ticket cancellation charges. It is nothing but a wolf in the garb of cow. In addition to this the fuel
surcharge results in the fares going up twice a year. The 5% hike in freight charges across the board would have an
escalating effect on inflation apart from having an adverse impact on prices of essential commodities as a result in linkage
of freight charges to fuel adjustment component (FAC).

A look towards financial performance gives a clear picture of Railways in the march of reverse direction. It is very glaring
that targets on at least three key fronts that brings revenues to Railways corpus were revised downwards during the year.
Freight loading target from 1025 million tone to 1007 MT, freight earning target from Rs.89339 cr to Rs.85976 cr which is a
reduction of Rs.3383 cr and revenue to passenger fares at Rs.32500 cr which is a decrease of Rs.3573 cr from the budget
estimate. One should know this is despite a fare hike effected in over a month back and 20% freight hike in March 2012.

As usual and like in the previous budgets my state of Karnataka continues to be figured in the list of the step motherly
treated states by UPA Govt. I am at pains to tell this House that out of 22 new line projects so fervently announced by
Railway minister not one finds its place for Karnataka. The people of Hubli-Dharwad and other neighboring places are once



again utterly disappointed over Dharwad-Belgaum new line project not included, despite the CM Karnataka writing to
Railway minister of a clear assurance to share 50% cost with free land. Though Gadag-Wadi, Chikkaballapur-Gouribidnur,
Shrinivaspur-Madanpalli and Chikkaballapur- Putparty are announced they are subject to approval by necessary authorities
is a repeated unlaughble joke and nothing.

Though my incessant efforts and pressing demands of the region partly met with a satisfactory response by Railway
Minister in form of Hubli-Mumbai weekly train and frequency of Yeshwantpur-Nizamuddin Sampark Kranti express increased
to 4 days, nothing soothing found in the budget. Hubli-Mumbai weekly train serves like a lollypop to children compared to
the huge daily traveling traffic to Mumbai from Hubli and hence I strongly urge the Railway minister to make this train at
least a tri weekly to offset the loss of Challuky express being extended up to Pondychery and Tiravennalli in Tamilnadu.

I have been demanding carving Gulbarga and Mangalore as new Railway Divisions and bring them under SWR but to a
failure again. People of this region do not understand why this justified demand not given its due respect.

The demand of people of both Gulbarga and Hubli for starting a new train connecting these cities is not considered
again. I urge this Govt. to honour this demand before people come on streets and agitate for this.

Dharwad in Karnataka is a district Hgr and major connecting enroute railway station which stops all the major
express trains but with a poor amenities at its disposal. Though some minor works have been carried out recently which is
not enough, I urge this Govt. to release more funds and equip this station on the lines of Yeshwantpur in Bangalore so that
it can be a starting and terminal point for many new trains.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : I request the Members to speak very briefly because there are many speakers who want to participate in
this debate.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: You speak about Railway. Why are you speaking about MNREGA?

oft e Jisot RBiz ! wdicy, # RBR A 3w g ...(Iaeme) o[ @i 3 I8 3R 3 ... (Iaue) #8iGe, 3ol 33 I Fu A a1 e,
...(=I@Ene) 31U B9 el &b oIdT 3 ...(AGEIST) MU SIF2 ST BT ... (Iedan)

MR. CHAIRMAN: You can speak about all these things when we take up the discussion on the General Budget. Now, you
speak on Railway.
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SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA (HASSAN): Hon. Chairman, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Railway Minister to
some of the pending works which have been lingering over the last 18 years. I do not want to take much of the valuable
time of the House.

Sir, the hon. Railway Minister has made certain efforts to improve the Railways by giving more amenities to the traveling
public, but at the same time he has also expressed his difficulty about mobilizing the resources. I do not want to quote the
figures, but I know the difficulty because some of the works which have been sanctioned in the Eighth Plan, Ninth Plan are
still going on. The demand is so much. I do agree when some people try to say that increasing the passenger freight will
adversely affect the common man, but at the same time the people's demand is to give more train facilities as it is cheaper
than all other modes of transport, whether air or road transport. That is why so much of demand is there from all sections
of this House.

We must admit that from the last 15 years, they have not made any efforts to mobilize the resources. That is why, nobody
wants to increase the freight charges. That is how, the Railways are suffering. I am not going to blame anybody. Everybody
wants to earn popularity. But, this time, you have made some efforts. I welcome the pre-Budget increase in some of the
freights because I know the difficulty. When you have short duration, you want to raise the resources. At the same time,
there is so much of criticism by the entire House thinking that this is going to adversely affect the common man and going
to increase the inflation. It is an issue about which everybody is concerned but looking at the quantum of pending works,
resource mobilisation and, further, the amenities which you have to provide to the travelling public, it is a biggest task.
What you want, you have listed all those things. The intention is good. After 18 years, I met you in the Rail Bhawan. I had
never gone to the Rail Bhawan during this period. When Narasimha Rao was the Prime Minister, I went there. You were



good enough to ask me not to come but I wanted to personally see and convince you.

Now I come to the railway line from Mangalore to Chennai. These are two major harbours that are going to be connected.
You are announcing various schemes like the Eastern Corridor etc. Government's intention is there; I have no objection. I
am not to say that that area is going to be developed and not this area. But the only thing I would like to emphasise is that
from Mangalore to Chennai, two major harbours are going to be connected via Bengaluru Hassan and Mangalore. About this
route, I had taken the decision during my period in 1996-97. I explained it to the hon. Minister. So, it is still lingering. There
is a dispute between the National Highways Authority and the Railway authorities whether it is going to be underpass or
overpass. This is one of the major difficulties with these two departments. Both are Central Government departments. Your
goodself should try to contact the Minister of Road Transport and Highways, and kindly speed up the decision. It should not
be further delayed. That is my humble request.

The other one is that, in my home town, I am facing the difficulties. There are 18 trains from Mysore to various
destinations. They are going through my home town. There is a railway platform where there is no crossing and the other
side of the platform has not been raised. There are so many accidents. People actually curse me. I have never participated
in the discussion on the Railway Budget hitherto. Only for this purpose, I would like to draw the attention of the hon.
Railway Minister, kindly issue necessary direction to your officers to see that firstly the work on the platform on the other
side should be immediately taken up and see that the work is finished. And an overbridge should also be provided.
Otherwise, in my home town I am suffering with the criticism of the travelling public.

Sir, I am going to raise two-three other points; that is all. I do not want to make a lengthy speech. One of the doubling
programmes which we have included in 1996-97, till today it has not been concluded. Mysore and Bengaluru, your goodself
knows, are two important cities. I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Railway Minister that it is still lingering.
Mysore and Bengaluru doubling work is one of the best facilities we are going to provide for the tourists. Not even one
kilometre electrification has been done in Karnataka. There is railway electrification up to Jolarpet. It has been completed
from Jolarpet to Bengaluru. But from Bengaluru to Mysore it has not been completed. May I request the hon. Railway
Minister — wherever the small bits are there —complete the doubling work? The electrification of Bengaluru to Mysore is
one of the very essential needs. Please take note of this.

Another point is this. When Madam, Gandhi was contested in 1978, she had announced the connection between
Chikmagalur, Sakleshpur and Kadur. During my period 1996-97, I also sanctioned this project but still it is not going to be
operational. These are the two things that I am trying to bring to the notice of the hon. Railway Minister.

One more thing that I would like to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister and that is regarding the Railway Workshop at
Hubli. Sir, that workshop is there. During the British period more than 5000 workers are there. Some sort of dispute was
arisen there during my period about the Railway Zone. I am not going to discuss that issue. It has been settled. At that
time, I had provided Rs. 50 crore. Out of that money they have spent about Rs. 30 crore for the purpose of for workshop for
making the coach factory constructing goods wagon and the passenger wagons. There were four or five coach factories at
that time. You can go through the then Budget. All these things have been there. At that time the Railway Board had taken
a decision about manufacturing of Railway goods wagons. We have spent Rs. 30 crore on that but still nothing has been
done. I am not going to say as to where a new coach factory has to be opened for the construction of railway bogies. I am
not bothered about that. Let it be opened anywhere in our own country. I am not jealous about that. Please look into it.

We are demanding a push-pull train or whatever the new name it has been given from Arsikere to Mysore. I do not want to
say anything beyond this. I hope and trust that the hon. Railway Minister will take care of these things. Sir, you have to do
something immediately about the platform work and solve the dispute between the National Highways and the Railway
authorities so that the rest of the work is completed. It can be pushed through from Mangalore to Chennai which will be a
major corridor. It will help the entire area's industrial production. I have only requested it to you with all sincerity. Even if
you increase 5 paise or 10 paise more for super class or first class passengers, I am not bothered. People are so
pressurising me to raise this issue in the Parliament. The bus charge is Rs.180 and the Railway fare is Rs. 35 or Rs. 40.
Everybody wants this facility. I am telling this in the House itself and it is no fear for me. You are the only person whom we
will trust that you will do something for these neglected ones.

*SHRI P.T. THOMAS: Being a member of Kerala, the extreme south of India, I am very happy to join this budget
discussion of Indian Railways. The Budget which is introduced in this August House is a notable one. Indian railway is one



of the largest railway networks in the world. Today more than 14 lakh employees are working in this largest public sector
undertaking. Indian Railways is one of the pivot point of our national integration.

The Railway budget 2013-14 provided 67 new express trains and 27 passenger trains and 8 DEMUes. The operating
ratio of Indian railways is 88.8 per cent and even giving the dividend in the rate of 4 per cent. The present budget ensures
that within one year 1200 km eletrification works will be completed. This is a good initiative which is taken by the railways.

The assurance given by the Railway Minister in the present budget that 47000 vacancies for weaker sections and
physically challenged will be filled up is a welcome step. Since the last several years these vacancies were pending ideal.
The unemployed youth who are looking for a job is very much indebted to the Railway Minister.

Being southernmost part of the country, our state Kerala is needed much more consideration from the part of Indian
Railway. The allotment to Kerala has reduced is such a manner. I am requesting the hon'ble Minister to consider more
allotment to the Kerala state. It is to be pointed out that not only new trains as well as the extension of services also is not
up to the mark.

The budget allocation to Palghat rail coach factory is 59 crores but we expect more allotment. A
separate railway zone is our long pending which is not at all considered. It is very unfortunate. Coming to
Cherathala wagon factory only an amount which is below 1 crore is too little.

I am coming from very remote part of Kerala, Idukki where there is no rail connectivity. I am requesting the Railway
Minister to expedite the survey works of Kochi-Madurai line which passes through Idukki to Tamil Nadu. If this line will
come true, it is in the first time we will come under the railway network.

The most important issue which Kerala is facing is the doubling of lines. From Mangalore to Traivandrum 7 km
doubling work is pending since last many years and Ernakulam to Kottayam as well as via Alleppey the doubling works are
progressing very slowly. We need immediate intervention from hon'ble Minister's side. The two important demands are very
crucial.

Tens of thousands Keralites are living almost in all the states of our country. The demand for increasing the frequency of
trains from major cities to Kerala should be considered favourably. I request the minister to consider for one more daily
train from Delhi to Trivandrum.

Indian railway is giving much importance to the sports persons but it is not up to the mark. Therefore, I am
requesting to recruit more sports persons in Indian railways.
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SHRI M.B. RAJESH (PALAKKAD): Sir, I would seek your permission to speak from this seat.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. Be very brief and conclude your speech within five minutes



SHRI M.B. RAJESH : Thank you very much, Sir At the outset, I would like to share the general feeling that has been
created by the Railway Budget in my State of Kerala right from the Minister, who is in-charge of Rail in the State to the
common man. Unfortunately, the feeling is that the injustice has been done to the State of Kerala. But I earnestly hope that
the Railway Minister, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansalji, who is a reasonable person and who has been accommodative, will
rectify that mistake; and justice will be done to Kerala.

Secondly, I would like to raise an issue once again, which had been raised by me in the last three-four years in this House
13 times. That is nothing but Palakkad Coach Factory Project. The hon. Defence Minister, Shri Antonyiji is here; and he
knows well the entire history of the Palakkad Coach Factory. The Coach Factory was promised to us in 1980 by the then
Prime Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi. But unfortunately, that project went to Kapurthala in Punjab instead of Palakkad.
After waiting for long 28 years, during the UPA-I period, when Laluji was the hon. Railway Minister, the Palakkad Coach
Factory Project was again announced along with Raebareli Coach Factory Project. Now, the Raebareli Coach Factory has
started production; and I have no complaint about it. That is due to the pressure exerted that the Raebareli Factory has
started production. But in Palakkad, we can see only the foundation stone. The foundation stone was laid one year back but
noting has happened since that time.

Sir, the land has been made available by the Government of Kerala, which the Railways had taken over and now, that is to
be sold. Now, we are waiting for the global tender and other procedures. But in the last one year, the global tender and
other procedures have not been completed. We got the Cabinet clearance for the PPP project. Though we have got some
ideological differences on the PPP projects, still I do not oppose the PPP project because I want that Coach Factory to be a
reality. That is why I am not opposing the PPP. But the reality is that no major PPP projects has been materialized in the
Railways. That is the history; and that is the reality.

In this regard, therefore, I would like to make an important proposal to the hon. Railway Minister for the consideration of
the Railways. In my informal talks with the people concerned with the Steel Authority of India (SAIL), I came to know that
the SAIL is willing to be a partner in the Palakkad Rail Coach Factory Project. Now, it is for the Government of India and the
Railways to take a decision to respond positively. If the Railways respond positively and if the Railways take initiative, I
hope that the Steel Authority of India is willing to become a partner in the Rail Coach Factory. Now the ball is in the court
of the hon. Railway Minister and the Railways. If the hon. Railway Minister responds positively, then I believe that this
coach factory project can be made a reality without any further delay. This has been delayed for 33 years. We have been
waiting for the last 33 years and now we are looking for a global tender and looking for a private partner but we have not
been able to find an appropriate private partner. So, in this situation if such an offer comes from the Steel Authority of India
or if the Railways approach the Steel Authority of India and if the Railways accept the Steel Authority of India's proposal,
then that would be a great relief and this will help to materialise this important project. This is the third issue and I hope
that in his reply, the Railway Minister will respond to this proposal.

And, lastlya€”I would conclude with these thingsa€”that there have been media reports about closure of a railway station
in Palakkad constituency and in Palakkad Division. The name of that railway station is Mankara. I am not sure whether such
a decision has been taken or not but, Sir, this is not an ordinary place and this is not an ordinary railway station. Though I
belong to a different political party, CPI-M, I respect Sir Chettur Shankarn Nair. Sir Chettur Shankaran Nair was the one and
only Malayali President of All-India Congress Committee. So, this place is the place of Sir Chettur Shankaran Nair and after
becoming the President of AICC, he came to that railway station. He was accorded a warm welcome. So, this railway
station and this place has got an historical importance. So, at least in the name of respected Sir Chettur Shankaran Nair,
the former AICC President, I request the hon. Railway Minister that if such a decision has been taken, do not take such a
decision. Please do not close down the Mankara railway station.

I would like to conclude while once again appealing to the Railway Minister that the feeling of injustice that has been done
to the State of Kerala, the injustice that has been done in the case of Rail Coach Factory at Palakkad, that injustice will be
done away with and justice will be done to the State of Kerala.

off rauret weRTS (STGarct) AU AAIG, AT 31 ToIc U2 dictol I 3ol Al = 3, 33 e af smuw! eadrs w2 g woic 2013-14
P et 3 3 Te1 Al Sft BT 5 T&T UG Soll ATEAT § b et e} Sft of AR Aaea Bl ufRision & Hu 3 corpyR-aPraz B usdre 6l 3
3ASC, PIIICT PRIGH 3 $BAGol DI Il (Gl &) ITRRAS D vl Dl BIRD9r 3Mi2 SkIarell & die en JFud F3M d2Acl Bl AT Ioalol Y3t B2
at 8 3l 3112 ITRIAS ® 362 Sl arell e SN &, Ioidb fere #ff Soalol wop ArsurA i foben & ST srefl 313t ofel Sl Jotchl 3811 Bl $AD
fere oft 9 aicft St @I w5 Wga oA Joll AIEAT §| BRGR A GEAGo!, SISHIAMIG A DICGR IeId TIISel DI GIEADA Fdipa @3 far g
SRR~ CIICIPAII-dligl-cliol IBIoPR, digl clifort sligr & fee amuet ofs sust Fdipa ot &) ducli-elrerdan TSR ol 3Muel FdPpa ot g



offeTIePR-8GR vaIyA I f[A¥dR BB dd b o3RI &) SERIGel-AGIS-ASHIG BAIYA DI dGID2 U6l gl [&ot 2 & &) so it @l
3iot Fdigpe fopar &) $3AP fere 3 AArototlar sicf} Sit ol et A goadis ol aredl g

& a5 oft aolr argen b i} Sft of MGl Teic P 3G BB YRIeT 3l ersal 2013-14 & fore 5 ws FwI Fdid Y 3| 26 v it e
cIrsol 3 fORI®! 3MeT R el & o6 i agiolrer bl A JeUocol B USK TlIol SId dgtolrel Ot AT b fore S & a6 d 3MURT 3 MUl Iig
DD S & TIPS oDl A TIOKII &I b 9IRIG 891 Tl Al of ciic| a8 TST gotel A1 &l U 3IST Jicf Sit bt a8 5ot & b asl Uz ¥c1d olisal doi
IS DI STetdT Dl AB 5T & b qal I61d clisal Tol| $ATTY BB 9I- GRIel b fo1u oft-srsdigrerel JAd & fore sid) Sft of 5 wds S &t afer
dipea &t &) sAd fere I Hrolofter Fid} St @I w8 dgd doadlc Soll dradl &) i A6 9t Fdroll aIgen b $33A Ug SoI I il oK angat &, Sit
BRI A AT &, ST JAD 3ic2 AE feear Uat g & 1 sART JIDR of DIBT ol ABT I AL DI BT DID IoIDT &G Sl 8, Iolhbl
HolIAIdoll Y3t I &) $AD AT A AR RS DI [AprA #l g Sl A} It 3 dod2 SIusl 3ol 3i62 A HId 512 U &dl| i Alololtx
3re18T ABIGAI IR PR Sif Dt DIIAT SMUD ATPIO! AT ABAT G-

of 33 IGRI
of 28! dl B3Il al delel
D3l fpamT 1ot 8 31 Tom?

93 3611 Jadl 3 s,

A fou
a1 f&u 82 o1 Al B ol
e ol ucerz & orcflsga
IIRIG 3T Dbl Al 9

5 3GRI dadl & 3|

916G Jalofl
3l 3 g I el ol &
uferd urdofl @1 &2 scfiorar @ 3

WA A DY AA A

g 3GRA dadl & ol
D2 AP A3 AR $A IRID D2 G, AT
gl & diss 3 wAed b w1 a2 3, At
JoTcAl eIdt 33, Il I Ad BIS Kbl

313 o1 311, 1 sl

313 o1 31, 3iI A3t Al slon

#ABIG, HRI AR Sft I A5 Pfaar goridt 2 oo sien B Aol 3iiz €RI DI sMclda 3R Golol DA Fu 3T FHITUDHII I SUIGRIET SIst| A5 FHIL
fe1e wgd siiza @I faw=I 8ol 3APs Alsd, Rl oI uH a1t &, dsl ot cllol A D2 ADbdY 3 AASIAI § b agfollel, PGRolle, SHDS A dloil
Jerrell U2 A Blefl Al ITRRGS &1 95d fABRI 3ol, S9f dad cnenfoad alem; i sidt Sft 3 s1P[E Bl daradl § 35 3ieT we BT 391 3 SRIRIET
A 3R cloll P AR gal 51 28t & sAfere o1 3 srIfdfed Bs @I yd Sloll aifde; BRI avs A dstief=e iz sifor-defieixer #isor 8 32it @
3 SrIfdfed #istol #f Slol I3y #icfl Sit PR As DI DA Al AR DI Jge TIrdl 91,

HBIGR, ITRRAS B dgd Rislol 3, 331 Aol 3 [ ST ITRRAS Iel DI AW 8, 3ol Ristoll Dl 9Mfdel oo sie) Asstt, BRI dsicll s 8, fegart
3 9IS Sl 3 3R wed aifete Bldl 3) 3PR A isd DI ALT B Al RN ST, Al Dol 8l Tl 3| SR D AT Assit 1S Sl 3, 913t At
Bl 3 st dvE d5a A =iciel & ORI ITRAS 3¢ AL P IR WRRI Sl ADI 3|

HBIG, J 3MUD AR A el Sl A 3B DwWIl AlEAl & b CRICICA AW Blol Alfde| ol 3 514 ISt o6l R Il 3 dl sifcifemett



CRICICA & ISl 46 8l Siid 3 Alfcp 3296l R sigeft of 8l 9R1 fordcel 3 fob 331 YR P YIaelel Bist dl Il U2 sigeft da all | ariiciifsapet
CRICICA oll8 Sliv| 31 A28 A &a1$ SI8kSl 3 CRICICA dadd A AW D2 & SIIT 8 32l YR et 3 8it 8ol aifde) 3ol S Slel fob eorel w2
B Adl 3| i ordl 33D Huz et IAL eI I9Iel Folle S 32 33 U2 Hleed, 9iiftier Fe3 dome Sl aIfge difes diE ot cafep onfter w2 b
3li? AlecA 9 38 AD| eI I}e9l6l Dl HU3L SPE DI RWI IWRINI Sloll AIBE AlLfeh Ie1d Dl SR BRIGT &l AD,

#ABIG, 33T AL 8 [ JUR WRT ol Al Sy, Sismies DIS Tolw sy 3pft sret &l ¥ A= Siulel Siol Pl #Hldpl [Bel 3l JuR WRT ¢ol i
dool @I il f3retr i frele 3 <ol P A Hell, & AS 3iIR ol del Gty cliell of IARM & PR v frole #ff ol cie 2l & Al cellfdsior w
PR 32 I AGICTI ATDY AR 3 5 FHBY sIcTdl A b frelc <ol dic 3l 15| 32 Baol DI AdcId 3 [P Tal 3T Sofl AT DI UG 3| S 3ADI
9l 3Io[PVT BGIl ANBT RIfeh PR eI fOIFAA IR A UGl Al S9I D P IPRI A 8d

HAIGR, A 3PE & b IS 3 St ]IS dol Ioldl ITRNXS DI DBell BT IWRNST Bloll I3y ABI 12 Fe9rel Foidl, I fordger 3 b soret
ITRIAS Pl SIeId 8| 518l 3ISIGTE Dl SIS TSt 318, a8l B ICAGL DI ASBICT D FU 3 SolRI SIIoll AMBY| FA D ICAG DI BD RISREHA D I
3 Sqe1y fep oRI 3| B2 9l 3 ot STal uelct bl ISIS oSl 318, Jol 396l DI Il ARl Dl AAUA D} gL Iold IS I, coIE ST
fdp =fefell @Y udr Tl b st bt yoor A sl of aferaror = 3,

98t bt Rl U= cPbl 83 A el

ddol U2 10l aIcii &bl A&t areht forort 2o,

#BIGR, A ]} St A e 3 Kb o1 i AMasl o1 Sism2 9liftl 3c1 S ¥ A dRA O sl ol uRr B gu [l 3 Sren aifde; PR
DICIDIAT A divell G9I DI UGl fern Sie dl oA e ¥ foger uga Amd & 3z dA el gD Sl & dl dlol o1 @1 Ao adl &) 3pR &
IARISCRT &Y 3 giol @I #Hlopl Brel dl PleTIdl A g2l RIAR Bl gU AScls Sl Add 3 3R ACHIRT dAD poifdrefact et Addl 3 31 A A
Al oMYz A ugd Add &) $A A6 D YARI Slol AL Alfs IeT S9or bl AAT uR D] g8 (28I DI BT gu, Rd & FAMNALC DI 3IBL
@I gu faGoll 3 Sir A,

SAD ArA-AT A AB 4l 3ELE DI b Sl PR A BRGR dctal aretl <ot 3, IRA YR 3 Blce [ S MWAPR, PIoflyz, delpst, sogoft
Feoreil Bl ot Silel 3 efror I il Sft RIRT 2, Riifs <8 amel-$3¢ Silal # 2| arhl IWRAS & A I orel Silel 3 3| BAcl ILGPR,
ProfigR, elermat, seglell Ie9lel airel-$3col Silol 3 3,. ORI 3Pl e Uat aldt 8 proflgz-actt & i 3 el arcft <ol PR A TS
SIe| Sil IETeeR A et dSiore oI Jar 3, a8 dalcT bl Sl 33D Are-A1el et A IBmerpR & da 3 v vt ors oemaE e, SRR
Pide urb S¥dol arcil a1 ciret Brciom; st b mer 3 S fPsrdorer Hiuferct oft 536t 33K &t sy,

563l 9IeG] b ATl 3 MUD! TFA-TGA HUGAAIG oIl ALl & 3R Adt Dgon &b ekl Sit of aga Do fbenr 3 3l 3wl 8ft DI} 3iA I 3T Tole DI
Jerelol DT FT DBoll AEAI B -

" iz uda At feerslt @fde, 531 3 A DI sien formerofl afde; A2 Mol 3 of A& A T2 2ot 3 & &, o oft o1 Aifdser sieT
Sictoll aifde; R &omelr m2ell 3R1 ADAG ofdl, 331 As DIl 3 b A I doeloll aifdw) Fid} Sit b a6 DifdIer 3 b T8 A
woclofl aifay,"

*SHRI ANAND PRAKASH PARANIPE (KALYAN): I belong to Kalyan (Maharashtra) Parliamentary Constituency.
Maharashtra is a state where first train on the Indian sub-continent steamed off Mumbai to Thane on April 16, 1853 in
Central Railway. The Hon'ble Minister has tried to accommodate many works in Railway Budget like safety and security by
setting up Railway Safety fund. Surplus expected to increase with operating ratio projected to fall to 88.8% in 2012-13 and
87.8% by 2013-14. Added 500 km of new lines, 750 km of doubling and 450 km gauge conversion is targeted in 2013-14.

Passenger Amenities in which identification of 104 stations, serving population of more than one million or those serving
places of religious/tourist important for immediate attention.There are other aspects related to cleanliness, setting up Rail
Neer bottling plants at 6 places, upgradation of another 60 stations as Adarsh Station in addition to 980 already selected,
providing free wi-fi facility on several trains, provision of 179 escalators and 400 lifts at A-1 and other major stations for
differently abled passengers. The upgradation of IRCTC ticketing system will be able to support 7200 tickets per minute as
against 2000 tickets per minute today. For providing hygienic food, arrrangements are tied up with food testing laboratories
in addition to third party audit. State of the art base kitchens are proposed to be set up in railway premises. For promotion
of Rail Tourism, executive lounges are gong to set up in the country and launching of multi-modal travel package with
cooperation of state Government of Jammu and Kashmir. Government is planning to generate Rs. One lakh crore through

PPP route during the 12th plan. Special emphasis has been given to Rail based industries to meet the increasing demand ,



reduce dependence on imports and to generate employment opportunities. Multi-disciplinary training institute at Nagpur will
be set up for imparting training in rail related electronics.

New projects have been proposed like laying of new lines, gauge conversion, doubling and electrification. Surveys for 59
projects will be undertaken in the year 2013-14. New trains have been started.

In this budget less emphasis was given to state of Maharashtra, the reasons best known to the authorities. No new
Railway lines will be going to be laid in the year2013-14, likewise no doubling of tracks and no electrification of line in
Maharashtra. Only 4 surverys for the new projects will be taken up out of 59.

There is very thin Railway network in Maharashtra. No direct connectivity between major stations like Pune-Nasik, Pune-
Aurangabad, Kolhapur-Aurangabad,Solapur-Nagpur, Solapur-Nasik, Ahmadnagar-Mumbai.

20 surveys have been carried out but no new line except Wardha Yavatmal-Nanded was sanctioned during the last 15
years.

Despite Maharashtra Govt. agreeing for 50% of the cost, the work of Manmad-Indore is not sanctioned.

No doubling project was sanctioned during the last 15 years except Bhigwan-Gulbarg which is given to RVNL and
progressing at a very slow pace.

No production unit is based in Maharashtra for manufacture of coaches, diesel loco, electric engine and wheels. 1 hope
Maharashtra gets one of these soon.

Work on world class station (Thane) is still not progressing in Maharashtra.

In Delhi to decongest the Railway Station Govt. has decided to setup three new Railway Terminus but not a single one in
Mumbai.

In the last budget the then Hon'ble Minister had informed that Mumbai Rail Vikas Corporation has successfully completed
its flagship project of MUTP Phase I costing Rs. 4500 crore with cooperation of Government of Maharashtra. The work on
MUTP Phase II at a cost of Rs. 5,300 crore in also progressing well. A road map for MUTP III has been prepared to further
strengthen and augment the suburban rail infrastructure and MRVC would carry out feasibility study for construction of
faster corridors on CSTM-Panvel and Virar-Vasai-Diva-Panvel to Navi Mumbai Airport will be also be examined. But I am
surprised to see that no mention of MUTP Phase III has been in the Budget.

The work of integrated security system have stopped for want of funds.
The following are the important demands related to my Parliamentary Constituency.

- India's first green field new Coaching Terminal on Railway land situated at Thakurli near Kalyan Junction in PPP Mode, is
strategically and geographically an important location as train plying on 3 directions pass through Kalyan Juncion namely
south-east bound trains, north-east bound trains and Konkan railways.

- Elevated suburban Railway Corridor from Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus to Kalyan Junction on suburban main line.
- Starting of suburban services on mainline between Diva Jn to CSTM.

- Extension of 15 Coach EMU Services between CSTM to Kalyan Jn upto Karjat and Kasara.

- First AC EMU Service on Mumbai Suburban services as declared by you should be from CSTM to Kalyan Jn.

- Extended Thane Station between Thane & Mulund on suburban Main line.

- 72 new additional service has been introduced out of which 50 on Western Railway and 22 on Central Railway. All the 22
services are on Harbour line of Central Railway. No service has been increased on Main line i.e. CSTM-Karjat-Khopoli, CSTM
- Kasara. The new service should be introduced on Main Line too.

- Dombivali and Kalyan junctions are Al stations in Mumbai Division but there is no facility of escalators. The escalators
should be installed at the earliest.

-There is long pending demand of ROB at Diva Junction (Thane Municipal Corporation) on 50-50 cost sharing. It should be
constructed immediately.

- The total funds allotted for Central Railways under passenger amenities PH-53 is a meager Rs. 73 crore for the 2013-14



for Central Railway with its urban traffic catering to 40 lakhs commuters daily. Considering the big volume of traffic
passengers, the allocation should be increased to atleast Rs.150 crores.

- No work has been started for doubling of Kalyan-Kasara 3" line as announced in 2011-12 Railway Budget.

- Survey of Kalyan —Karjat 3 line kindly be done at the earliest and work to be started at the earliest.

- Ticketing is another area of concern which needs your attention and intervention. Lack of ticket windows on suburban
stations is a concern. ATVM's were introduced for quick and easy ticketing for commuter but it is proving to be a nightmare
with more 50% of ATVM's are faulty and have maintenance problems. CVM's are popular means of ticketing and should
continue to stay.

- Inclusion of Diva-Panvel and Diva-Vasai under suburban main line system.
- To start new services for Kalyan Jn to Panvel and Kalyan to Vasai suburban services.

With these words I support the Railway Budget 2013-14. Mumbai.
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*SHRI C. RAJENDRAN (CHENNAI SOUTH): Being the first Railway Budget presented by a Minister belonging to the
Congress Party, after 17 long years, he has succumbed to political compulsions. He has announced many new trains to
some specific States, and also some new infrastructural facilities to some particular area of a State, at the cost of other
States of the country.

Though the Railway Minister has not increased the passenger fares. In this Budget, he has increased surcharges and
reservation/cancellation charges, making rail travel very expensive. I want to remind the House that the Railway Minister
had in fact increased the passenger fares by 20%, just about 35 days prior to the presentation of the Railway Budget.

The expensive railway travel is due to the increase in additional charges on the superfast trains and on tatkal tickets, and
higher reservation/cancellation charges. He has further mentioned in this budget speech that the freght charges would be
linked directly to the diesel prices. This proposal to link freight rates to any charges in diesel prices from April this year,
would lead to nearly 5-6% hike in freight rates.

He has also cautioned the country that in future, passenger fares would also be linked to fluctuation in diesel prices, and
that it would be effected once in six months. It means that the passenger fares would be revised twice a year, depending
on the diesel prices. This will put the common man into further difficulties. This will affect the poor and the middle class
travelers the most.

Moreover, the increase in freight rates would definitely have an impact on inflation. The indirect increase in passenger fares



and the increase in freight rates will cause a rise in the prices of essential commodities. Our Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu, Dr. Amma had said that the Railway Budget is inflationary in nature, uninspiring and devoid of long term perspective
for the infrastructural development of our country. Dr. Amma had further said that it is encroaching upon the rights of the
States because the Railway Ministry is trying to appropriate fund allocation towards MGNREGS for its needs, which is very
unfair and interfering in the decision-making powers of the local bodies and the State Gowts. This autocratic style of
functioning of the Railway Ministry must be strongly objected to and stopped.

The Hon'ble Railway Minister has announced new projects that include seven new lines, 10 doubling and five electrification
projects. Apart from this, he has also proposed to take up 22 new line projects, one gauge conversion and one doubling
project. He has ordered survey for 59 new lines, five gauge conversions and 25 doubling projects.

He has proposed to introduce 67 new Express Trains, 26 passenger trains, five MEMU,8 DEMU services and also he is going
to extend the services of 57 trains, apart from increasing the frequency of some trains.

Though I welcome these announcements, I would like to remind that many projects are pending to be completed that were
sanctioned several years ago. Some are on-going in Tamil Nadu for the last many years, and they are not completed. All
such projects are delayed due to paucity of funds, resulting in further cost escalation. This being the case, the further
announcements are aimed at hoodwinking the public. I feel that they are going to remain more as announcements alone.

Passenger fare hike and freight tariff increase would drive up prices of commodities and raw materials. This freight increase
would increase the pressure on State electricity utilities. There is no high speed freight corridor that has been proposed in
the peninsular India including Tamil Nadu, which is the crying need of the hour. The Railway Minister should take notice of
this and try to sanction one or two high speed freight corridors for Tamil Nadu.

Whenever we think of rail travel, the filthy toilets, dirty station area, unhygienic food, cockroach-ridden coaches come to
our mind. The entire Indian Railways - Railway platforms, coaches or trains —lack hygiene. We receive a lot of complaints
about lack of hygiene at railway stations and platforms. This is the case with most of the running trains, including
prestigious Duranto and Rajdhani Trains. The Railway Minister may look into this and do the needful.

Robbery and thefts in running trains is continuing to be a cause of worry; some effective measures need to be taken and
CRPF men should be posted on all the coaches of the running trains, especially during nights. This will ensure safety of
women passengers also.

The food served in the trains is not of good quality. We always get complaints that bad quality food is served at high prices.
Though a new Catering Policy is introduced, there is no improvement in the quality of food supplied, nor is hygienic food
served to the passengers. I request the Minister to give a close and serious look at it. I welcome the proposal of the
Railway Minister to set up food testing laboratories and state -of - the -art base kitchens in the Railway premises. At the
same time, this should not be the end, but it should be the beginning of a better food for passengers and quality food at
affordable prices should not be compromised at all.

During the last year's Budget speech, I mentioned about a demand for stoppage of Mail/Express trains, in both the
directions, at Tirusoollam Suburban Railway Station, where we have Chennai Airport. People from southern districts of
Tamil Nadu have been facing severe hardship catching domestic flights from Chennai Airport. This could be avoided if all
the trains are made to stop for two minutes at Tirusoolam Railway Station, in both directions.

I am a Member of Parliament from South Chennai Parliamentary Constituency. In Chennai, the MRTS Phase-II project is
going on. It has so far been covered only up to Velacherry. This project was sanctioned 30 years ago, and still it has not
been completed, with paltry allocations in successive Railway Budgets. It was supposed to go St. Thomas Mount. I demand
that it is completed this year with more allocation of funds.

Chromepet Railway Station is becoming a very big hub in South Chennai. There is a growing population in this area
and this area being very vast, people find it difficult to get connected from the Chromepet Railway Station to the Bus stand.
Hence, I request that a foot over-bridge may kindly be constructed to ease congestion and for easy connectivity. I request
the hon'ble Railway Minister to pay attention to this very seriously and concede to these demands.

The city of Chennai is offering huge employment opportunities, and people from all over the country came in search
of employment and also for setting up their own businesses. Many people from Rajasthan had established their own
businesses in Chennai and its suburbs since the past many decades. They settled down in Chennai, and for generations
together, they are living in Chennai. The irony of the situation is that we have only one express train going to Jodhpur from



Chennai which runs only once a week. People find it very difficult to go to Jodhpur, in the absence of a daily train. Hence, to
cater to the needs of the people going to Jodhpur, I request the Railway Minister to kindly make this as a daily train or at
least to increase the frequency to thrice a week, which will at least partially alleviate the suffering of those people. I have
raised this demand, many times in the past, in this House, but this is not considered yet.

In the Chennai Suburban Railway Section, there is a station called Tambaram Sanatorium. On many occasions in the past, I
raised the demand for changing the name of Tambaram Sanatorium Station as Chitlapakkam Station. Tambaram
Sanatorium Railway Station is in Chitlapakkam area. Chitlapakkam is a fast-developing residential town panchayat. This
Railway Station caters to the needs of those people living in Chitlapakkam Town Panchayat and surrounding areas. So, it is
very apt that Tambaram Sanatorium Station is renamed as Chitlapakkam Railway Station.

Tambaram is a major station through which all the south-bound trains go. This Tambaram Station lacks
modern facilities. Hence, I request the hon. Railway Minister to immediately sanction more funds for the
modernization/ upgradation of Tambaram Railway Station.

I request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to consider all these demands and allocate sufficient funds and sanction so that they are
taken up and completed during this year.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY (DUM DUM): Sir, I rise to oppose the Railway Budget. I must say that this was a very disappointing
Budget.

We thought that Shri Pawan Bansal has no constituency; he has no State to cater to; like the earlier Ministers, he will
present a favourable balanced Budget. But unfortunately, it seems that he has been brought to this post just to increase
the burden on the common people.

Earlier, he increased the passenger fares by 21 per cent and raised Rs.6,600 crore. Again, in this Railway Budget, he has
increased the charges for reservation, cancellation, Tatkal, etc. by another 5-6 per cent, thereby trying to raise Rs.600
crore.

The Railways is the main carrier of the country. We see that he has increased the cost of transporting diesel, kerosene,
LPG by six per cent. This will make these items costlier; this was done only to raise money. That is why, I say that this is a
pedestrian Budget. I expected that Shri Bansal would present a vision of Railways for the next ten years, like Kumari
Mamata Banerjee had presented a Vision-2020, but there is no vision in this Budget.

The countries are built on the railway system. America, Canada and now China are being built on their railway systems. But
in India, we have failed because in 65 years after freedom, we have added only 10,000 route kms. to make it 65,000 kms.
Now, look at Brazil — how it is expanding its railway network, being a large country. That is how, the economic prosperity
travels to the hinterland.

But here, Shri Pawan Bansal has no such intentions, other than raising more money for the Railways. He should have been
an accountant instead of being the Railway Minister. He has no vision on how the Railways should go.

Look at the Japanese bullet trains — Shinkansen. In the last 17 years, there has not been a single accident on Shinkansen,
though it runs at the speed of 250-300 kms. per hour. Now, they have introduced magnetic levitation technology, where the
wheels do not touch the rails. We have not talked about China which was 20 years back, 15 years behind us. Now it is 40
years ahead of us in Railways. Where is the Railway Minister's vision of a future? If you go to Tokyo, over the Central
Station there is a 20 storied house. We have not thought of building world-class railway station. There is no mention of a
vision for the future. That is why I am disappointed.

Sir, one of the major reasons of congestion on our freight routes is the archaic signalling system. In airports, planes take off
and land within a spell of one minute. Here, one train passes then the signal becomes green and then after 20 minutes
another train will pass. All lines are getting clogged. He has not talked of modernising the signalling system; connecting the



whole thing by optical fibre so that the Chairman Railway Board, sitting in his chamber would know which train is moving
on a moving board. No thought of modernising the Railways for the benefit of the people is there.

Sir, the Railways are going, how will we transport? Lines are clogged. How will we ensure food security? The way Railways
are going, I do not know whether they will be in a position to pay bonus to its 14 lakh employees in the current year in spite
of all the money he is trying. The tracks, the rolling stocks, the platforms, terminals, all of these need modernisation. How
can we get money? Yes, Gross Budgetary support has to be increased but if we can reduce the operating ratio in the
Railways, we can get money from the whole world. You may look at the Metros. In different cities Metros are being built.
Japenese JAICA is giving money for Metros, even for Delhi Metro. We are getting money for the dedicated freight corridor
between Mumbai and Delhi. Money is not the factor. The factor is whether you will modernise the whole structure. You still
have a Railway Board. It is a continuation of the legacy of the British system. We do not need a Railway Board. If all the
Ministries can run with one Secretary, why do we need a Railway Board? Railway Board is there only so that they can have
big bungalows and the bungalow peons can serve the wives of the Railway officers. They hold on to the archaic principles
and that is how Railway is not going forward.

Shri Pawan Bansal has said that he is a frequent traveller on Railways. Where does he travel, Sir? He travels between Delhi
and Chandigarh on Shatabdi Express, Executive class. He has added one Anubhuti Class for greater comfort. Has he ever
travelled by a local train? He may come to Kolkata and go from Sealdah to Barrackpore. Human beings are herded into
trains like cattle and there is no relief for them. The Minister has said that he will only add 18 suburban trains to Kolkata;
72 to Mumbai and only 18 to Kollkata. Why? Kolkata should have had more suburban trains. He is not thinking of that.

Sir, unfortunately, this Railway Budget is to kill Bengal. You may have an anger, an issue with TMC but why penalise the
people of Bengal for that purpose? I will give you an example and you will be astounded. Kolkata has so much population
that the suburban railway is not being able to carry the load. Ms. Mamata Banerjee, as the Railway Minister, had
announced a series of metro projects connecting the Centre of Kolkata to different parts. I will now quote the figure to
show this Railway Budget is an attempt to kill the Bengal and Kolkata. He should not travel to Kolkata as angry people may
show black flags to him. There is a line extension of Metro Railway from Dum Dum-Baranagar-Nawapara to NSCBI Airport.
It was Rs.3040 crore and only Rs.30 crore have been given. That means, it will take hundred years to complete the project.
As regards Kolkata Circular railway — Dum Dum Cantonment to NSCBI Airport — against Rs.573 crore project, he has given
only Rs.24 core. Is it alms? As regards Joka to BBD Bagh — for Rs.2619 crore project, he has given only Rs.45 crore;
Nawapara-Barasat via Airport — Rs.2394 crore project, he has given only 170 crore; Boranagar - Barrackpore to
Barrackpore and Dashineswar through my Constituency — against Rs.2069 crore project, he has given only Rs.10 crore. If I
was not democratic, I would have sat in hunger strike in front of his room in protest against the way he has deprived the
people of Kolkata of having good transport. As regards East-West Metro, when we were in the Ministry of Urban
Development, this project was under this Ministry. Around 80 per cent of the work overhead had completed. It is a Rs.4874
crore project to be funded by JICA, do you know how much money he has given? He has given only Rs.100 crore. Will the
project ever get completed? It will take 48 years to complete this project. I have never seen such a cruel joke on the
people of a State.

Sir, West Bengal had some no railway districts. Kumari Mamata Banerjee had tried to give projects like Laxmikantapur to
Namkhana which was a Rs.546 crore project and he has given only Rs.5 crore. For all these projects, money was
sanctioned and put on the Pink Book. For three years, they had budget and now they will get Rs.5 crore. Tarakeswar to
Bishnupur is a very important sector but it has no railway line. It is a Rs.1500 crore project and only Rs.20 crore have been
given. Then Tarakeswar to Furfura Sharif was a Rs.527 crore project and he has given only 2 crore. Hashabad to Hingal
Ganj right up to Sunderbans — for Rs.260 crore project, he has given only Rs.10 crore. What a cruel joke on West Bengal it
is.

Now again Kumari Mamata Banerjee had announced some factories. Nawapara Metro Coaches Repair Workshop in my
constituency — for Rs.147 crore, he has given only Rs.1 crore. Dankuni Factory for manufacture of components for E&T
locos — for Rs.265 crore project, he has given only Rs.19 crore; Kanchrepara New Rail Coach Manufacturing Unit, it was
Rs.864 crore project and he has given only Rs.2.94 crore. Then Haldia Factory for Diesel EMUs — for Rs.122 crore project,
he has given only Rs.10 crore.

Then, again on South-Eastern Railway, Kumari Mamata planned a railway line through Jangal Mahal, a Maoist
infested area — Bhadutola to Jhargram via Lalgarh right in the heart of Maoist area. It is a Rs.289 crore project. But the
Railway Minister has given only Rs.1 crore. It is a joke on the Maoist affected pople. On Tumluk-Digha — Rs.1075 crore and
he has given only Rs.15 crore and for Digha-Jaleswar connecting West Bengal to Odisha, it is a Rs.553 crore project and he
has given only Rs.1 crore. Howrah to Furfura Sharif, which is the biggest Muslim pilgrimage — for Rs.535 crore project, he
has given only Rs.4 crore. It is the cruellest joke on the people of the State.



Look at how trains have been deprived. A survey for new lines — 59 and none for West Bengal; gauge conversion
projects — 5 and none for West Bengal; doubling projects — 25 surveys and none for West Bengal; new lines — 7 and none
for West Bengal; doubling — 10 and none for West Bengal; and electrification — 5 and none for West Bengal. Twenty five
new projects on socio-economic considerations have been announced, but none for the State of West Bengal. In respect of
new express trains, 67 of them have been announced, but only four for the State of West Bengal — one bi-weekly, and
three weekly. What a joke on the people of Bengal! But this joke has not been played only on the people of Bengal. Such a
joke has been played on the people of almost all the States in the country. When the Railway Budget was being presented,
the hon. Members from the State of Uttar Pradesh stood up and said that they were against this Budget. The hon. Members
from the State of Bihar stood up and complained that the people of their State have been discriminated against. Take the
case of Maharashtra. Shri Sharad Pawar himself complained at the UPA meeting that the people of the State of
Maharashtra were totally unhappy with the Railway Budget. Now, whom Shri Bansal has made happy in this Budget? He
has made happy the people of two cities — Delhi and Chandigarh. So, this is not a Budget but a tale of two cities! The hon.
Railway Minister is a pious man and so he has to pay obeisance to the Pope and that is why Rae Bareli has been promised
another factory. The Pope of the Congressmen stays in Rae Bareli. Again, doubling of the line from Rae Bareli to Amethi
has been announceda€| (Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude now.

PROF. SAUGATA ROQY : Let us take the case of Khunti which is in the State of Jharkhand. Your State also has been deprived
and so you should sympathise with us. There is no justice and no vision in this Budget. What this Budget will do is add to
the inflation rate and result in rise in prices.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You may please conclude now.
Q. W51 I A2, UG T 3 3@ 37 3 off AR, ... (aaerer)
IJUTERAST HBIG B A 31 3 3R A ot S 38 3.
3€| (cagarret)

PROF. SAUGATA RQY : Sir, I am making my last point and then I will conclude. Most of the former Railway Ministers of this
country were great men. One of them was the late Jagjivan Ram. He had announced that all Paani Panres would be from
the Dalit community. It was an attempt at eliminating untouchability. The late Madhav Rao Scindia introduced foiled packs
for railway food. The late Madhu Dandavate, as Railway Minister, introduced cushions for second class sleepers, previously
it was all wooden. Then came Shri Lalu Yadav and he decided to accord a status to the coolies in the railways which was
mentioned. Ms Mamata Banerjee allowed izzat tickets for Rs. 25 to poor people and also gave the rights to the MPs to give
certificates. She also introduced the Duranto train to which a second class coach also was attached for poor people. Shri
Lalu Yadav introduced Garib Rath and Ms. Mamata Banerjee introduced Duranto. Ms. Mamata Banerjee also gave the vision
2020. Which class is Shri Pawan Bansal catering to? He is saying that there will be an exclusive lounge in Delhi where the
rich can sit...(Interruptions)

Sir, the Railways is one of the major modes of transport in this country. About two crore people travel on Railways
everyday. Those who are rich can travel by plane but for the poor there is no transport other than the Railways to
travel...(Interruptions)

JUreAgI ABIG & 3T 3iUoil aId AATT I,
3€ | (caaeren)
Q. V5T IR & JUTERAST FBIGR, MUPD P2 3 A dtel got Hifesr ) 9127 oft aat Stron 3 ... (aeror)
3UreRIeT ABIGR, 3 A3 U fIreic dictol BT il SifdTe) ... (iaeer)
JuTeRnST ARG & il B A AoTolRI AR dictol dIcl 3, SAfTE 3N 3ol A STeat Faca Hifsy
€| (caaron)

Q. 3ot 3RT : ol Sft oot et oFY, ...(=memer) The late Lal Bahadur Shastri resigned over a Railway accident at Allahabad.
Recently during the Kumbh Mela around 17 people died in a Railway accident and the Railway Minister does not talk of
resignation. There are no "Shastris" and no "Jagjivan Rams" any longer in this country. There are no principles. Even after
the death of 17 people in a accident in the railway platform while going for the Kumbh Mela, the hon. Railway Minister does




not talk of resignation.
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please conclude now.

gl HlSId IR & $AleTE A §6lc 3 Diic Dl D e Po odl &) A Jolc a5 bl & few &) A uel Uiuet ol &) As ufRier soled Dl ARGl DI
ToIC 3| UG ToIC 3 3NGH! BT 518l 3| UG TS ThoT Sl IATSST 3 SR ... (RIEeT) Io1db fIw doie 3| ST 3 Y2eilR dlz A faRter w2ar g s
3MI9I I & b 31 8ft 9721 Jarefor DIy,

* SHRI N.S.V. CHITTHAN (DINDIGUL): I support the Rail Budget for the year 2013-14 presented by the Hon'ble
Minister of Railways. I hasten to thank him on behalf of the people of my constituency for the introduction of new Express
trains:- Chennai-Palani Express (daily), Palani-Tiruchendur passenger (daily) and The extension of Madurai-Dindigul
passenger to Palani.

The train services to Palani, one of the six abodes of Lord Muruga (Sravan) will help the devotees from all over India will
have direct link.

For the first time in the history of Railway Budgets the Minister of Railway has introduced 14 trains to Tamil Nadu and so I
wish to thank him for his timely efforts.

I welcome the announcement for an educational tourist train called Azadi for places connected with freedom movement.

I also wish to congratulate the railway Minister for his announcement to introduce totally 67Express trains, 26 passenger
services, 8 Demu services, 5 Memu services, 57 trains extended and 24 trains frequency.

It is to be noted that freight rates have been hiked slightly about 5.79 per cent yielding Rs. 4200/-crores. A notable feature
is that the passenger fares are not touched.

The number of passenger trains has increased from 8897 in 2001-02 to 12335 in 2011-12 and the losses were from Rs.4955
crore in 2011-12 to Rs. 24600 crore in 2012-13.

Due to the dedicated and disciplined service of 14 lakh strong 'Rail Parivar' we are enjoying safe journey. We welcome the
announcement that 1.52 lakh vacancies will be filled.

There is only one track between Chennai and Kanyakumari from the time of Britishers. As there is no double line the entire
south Tamil Nadu is economically backward. To cover the distance of 742 kms it takes 13 hours for the journey. The ticket
fare will be half when compared to bus fares.

Between Chennai and Madurai route, double line is available between Chennai and Tambaram and between Dindigul and
Madurai. Between Chengalpattu and Villupuram the total distance is 103 km and the double track work will be completed
before 31.3.2013.

The total distance between Villupuram to Dindigul is 273 kms. the project has been entrusted to RAIL VIKAS NIGAM LTD.
for execution. It is said that work on Ariyar-Valadi (51 km) is in progress. Tenders for works between Villupuram-
Vridhachalam (54km) and Vridhachalam-Ariyalur (53 km) have been processed. Ariyalur-Valadi double track is to be
completed during 2012-13. In this section land acquisition work is not yet completed. The total amount for double track
would be more than 900 crores. So far very small amount has been allotted and I urge upon the Railway Minister to allot
the balance amount at one time so that the track between Villupuram and Madurai double track will be completed and
more than 10 train services will be introduced daily between Chennai and Madurai.

Shri Lalu Prasad Yadav while he was the Railway Minister had announced during the year 2008 that a passenger train
service would be introduced between Shencottai and Erode. I urge upon the Hon'ble Railway Minister to introduce the
service even without delay by converting the proposed passenger train to Express train to facilitate the passengers from
Shencottai Virudhnagar, Madurai, Dindigul, Kanrur, Erode.

Coach Indication Board should be placed in all platforms so that the passengers could easily locate their compartments.
It is almost very essential to arrange close circuit TV so that the RPF will easily monitor the movement of passengers.

In most of the stations, the platform level is low naturally elders and ladies find it difficult to board the train and alight
especially during night hours. Hence, the platform surface should be raised wherever necessary.



*SHRI P. VISWANATHAN (KANCHEEPURAM): After 17 years the Railway Ministry has come to Congress and Hon'ble
Mr. Pawan Kumar Bansal has become Railway Minister after successfully completing his tenure as Minister in Parliamentary
Affairs and Minister of State in Finance Ministry. This was celebrated in my constituency by distributing sweets to the public
by our Congress Party workers. I have become the Member of Parliament in Kancheepuram Reserved Constituence after
serving for the Congress Party for more than 29 years in various capacities.

While welcoming the Railway Budget presented by the Hon'ble Union Minister for Railways Mr. Pawan K. Bansal without
any hike in passenger fares, the request for certain urgent matters raised before the last railway budget (2012-13) has not
been considered this year also pertaining to my Constituency. I request the Hon'ble Minister to consider the following long
pending demands of the people of my constituency very seriously. The land acquisition for the new train route from Chennai
to Puducherry via Mamallapuram is in progress. I request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to take necessary steps for speedy
implementation of this project.

Southern Railway - Completed alignment for the Two new train routes; The Southern Railway has completed the
alignment for the following two routes: Chingleput - Mahabalipuram — Kalpakkam- Pondicherry- Cuddalore and Chennai —
Perungadi - ECR -Mahabalipuram — Kalpakkam — Pondicherry - Cuddalore.

This East Coast Road route is essential and important for gearing of the income from passenger fare as well as
increased freight charges. The ECR route covers Mahabalipuram which is a heritage city and attracts tourist income in
forest also. The DAE establishments at Kalpakkam which is one of the prestigious establishments will also be benefited.
The Cheyyur UMPP is falling in this route requires freight services for providing infrastructure to the mega power plant.
Cuddalore is having one of the largest chemical Parks, SIPCOT and also geared up for providing a huge textile park which
requires freight service facilities. I request the Hon'ble Minister for implementation of this project in the interest of public.

New Line Project of Avadi to Guduvancherry: My sincere thanks to Smt. Sonia Gandhiji and and Dr.
Manmohan Singh, Hon'ble Prime Minister for approving this project which passes through my Parliamentary Constituency.

The Railway Ministry had recommended 85 new line projects to Planning Commission for approval during the
previous Railway Budget 2012-13. I whole heartedly welcome that this project of New line has been included in the Current
Railway Budget 2013-14. The new line project of Avadi-Guduvancherry —via Sriperumbudur and Oragadam will be beneficial
to large population due to the proximity to Sriperumbudur and Oragadam due to the presence of large industrial parks, MNC
companies, heavy industries and automobile industries. I wish that this project should be implemented speedily in the
interest of public.

Avadi +Poonamalle +Irunkattukottai +Sriperumbudur +Oragadam to Kancheepuram via
Sunguvarchatram, Enathur, Rajakulam: I request the Hon'ble Minister to extend the new line from Sriperumbudur to
Kancheepuram via Sunguvarchatram, Enathru and Rajakulam. According to history, Kancheepuram is one of the beautiful
cities out of the 7 cities regarded as wonderful. Dharmabala is the architect and founder of Dhakshinaseela University in
Kancheepuram well before the establishment of Nalanda University. The principles of Panchsheel was popularized by the
Gaudhama Buddha from Kancheepuram only. Kancheepuram is not only the city of Education. Bhodidhama of
Kancheepuram has taken the material art and medicine to China. Yuwan Swang has visited Kancheepuram. Being one of
the historical place in India, the extension of new line from Sriperumbudur to Kancheepuram is justified in the interest of
the public.

Chennai Beach to Chengalpattu New Service Extended to Kancheepuram: In the Railway Budget speech,
our Hon'ble Railway Minister has mentioned that in Chennai area, there is a proposal to run 18 additional services. Out of

the 18 additional services announced, I would like to request the Hon'ble Minister that Chennai Beach to Chingleput service
can be extended to Kancheepuram. This will benefit the students, employees, pilgrims who are visiting nearby
Mahabalipuram and the general public.

Pending Electrification Thakolam to Arakonam: I request the Hon'ble Minister to implement the long pending
Thakolam to Arakonam 7 kms electrificaion immediately since all the disputes have been settled or resolved.

Rail Over Bridge (ROB) at LC 54, Tambaram- Villupuram Road: The Rail Over Bridge at LC 54, Tambaram-

Villupuram Road is almost on the verge of completion. I request the Hon'ble Minister to speed up the completion of bridge
work and request him to inagurate at the earliest.

Bangalore to Cuddalore (via) Kancheepuram — Melmaruvathur — Pondicherry: A proposal for the new
train between Cuddalore to Bangalore via Melmaruvathur —Kancheepuram has to be considered favourably for immediate




implementation.

Extension upto Kanchipuram of early morning train departing from Chennai from Chennai Beach
Station: Kancheepuram attracts thousands of tourists from all over the country and abroad. The nearest main city is

Chennai. Many people want to visit the important places in Kancheepuram within a day and return to Chennai by the
evening. In order to facilitate such tourists and also attract more tourists, the first train departing early morning from
Chennai Beach Station for Chingleput can be extended upto Kancheepuram. This may be considered on top priority and
necessary steps to be taken immediately.

Railway Reservation Centre for Siruseri IT Park: Siruseri is a south eastern suburb of Chennai, in
Kancheepuram District. It is located between Navalur and Kelampakkam. Siruseri is one of the prestigious and biggest IT

corridors along old Mahabalipuram Road in Kancheepuram Parliamentary Constituency. A railway reservation centre is
urgently required to cater the needs of the residents as well as the floating population. The people residing in Siruseri have
come from several states in India, a Railway Centre is essential in public interest.

I hope that Hon'ble Railway Minister will look into the matter and implement the pending projects at the earliest in
the interest of public.




SHRIMATI INGRID MCLEOD (NOMINATED): At the outset, I extend my thanks to the Hon'ble Railway Minister for
making provision in the Railway Budget 2013-14 for the setting up of Rail Neer Water Bottling Plant at Bilaspur,
Chhattisgarh, creating four companies of women RPF personnel to strengthen especially, the security of women passengers
and running the women special local trains escorted by women RPF staff in Metropolitan cities.

I would like to avail this opportunity to make the following demands for my area:

(i) There is an urgent need for a Medical College in S.E.C.R.Zone. It may be mentioned here that the Railways are self
sufficient in employment of trained Medical staff. However, after the formation of S.E.C.R.Zone there is tremendous
pressure on the Railway Hospitals. There is an urgent need to upgrade the Medical Services provided to Railway Staff in
S.E.C.R. The establishment of a medical college will greatly supplement the Medical Services already being provided by
S.E.C.R. Also it will give a much needed boost to the efforts to acquire trained Medical Staff.

(ii) Central Railway Hospital at Bilaspur under S.E.C.R. needs to be upgraded in consonance with its status. Specialist
doctors should be posted here and clinical/medical facilities like CT Scan, MRI, digital X-ray, color sonography, blood bank
should also provided.

(iii) Provision should be made for New Coaching Terminal at Uslapur, Bilaspur to facilitate the stoppage of required number
of express trains;

(iv) Provision should be made for Yatri Niwas at Bilaspur;

(v)Railways has made a provision of Rs. 2.5 crore for provision of astro-turf hockey stadium in Bilaspur, but the work on
this project is yet to commence. This work should immediately be started and completed.

(vi)All major inter-railway tournaments are held at Bilaspur. Therefore, multipurpose indoor stadium should be established
at Bilaspur;

(vii) Ongoing construcion work of RUB at Tarbahar railway crossing & ROB at Lalkhadan in Bilaspur should be expedited
and completed at the earliest to obviate the problems being faced by the common people.

(viii) Pantry car should be attached to all the long distance trains.

(ix)Train No. 18517 running between Korba and Vishakhapatnam with one AC-II Coach, one AC-III coach and six sleeper
coaches should run with two AC-II coaches, two AC-III Coaches and ten Sleeper Coaches. Its frequency should be
increased to run daily and be given a stoppage at Sarogbundiya station;

I hope the Hon'ble Railway Minister would kindly include these demands in the present Railway Budget in the larger
public interest .
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*SHRI E.G. SUGAVANAM (KRISHNAGIRI): Hon'ble Deputy Speaker Sir, On behalf of my DMK Parliamentary Party, I have
great pleasure in speaking on the Railway Budget for the year 2013-2014 and I support the same.

Our Hon'ble Railway Minister, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal has presented his maiden Budget and took all steps to improve the
present status and financial condition of the railways. Assuming charge as Union Minister of Railways, he announced fare
hike ranging from 2 paise to 10 paise per km. in all classes of passengers, as it was long overdue. However, in the rail
budget, though the base fares are unchanged he has hiked supplementary charges for superfast trains, like reservation,



tatkal, and other charges so as to generate a revenue of Rs. 483 crore. People are already burdened with the earlier hike
and further hike will adversely affect the passengers. In addition to that, across-the-board hike of 5.8% in freight rates
desired to raise a additional revenue of Rs.4,200/-crore. This fare hike will ultimately push up the prices of all essential
commodities. Our Hon'ble Leader, former Chief Minister of Tamilnadu, Dr. Kalaignar has rightly termed that 'the budget
gives both pleasure and displeasure to the people'.

I am glad to say that railways fully repaid a loan of Rs.3,000 cr. Higher targets for freight traffic and passenger growth can
be attained only by improving its services. For the year 2012-2013, railways later slashed the original targets of freight
traffic. Major chunk of revenue of railways comes from freight traffic. Frequent hike in freight rates will discourage
movement of cargo by train and the major chunk of goods traffic meant for railway will divert to roadways. Procedures
should be simplified and goods should be reached to the respective destinations at the earliest possible time. Railways
should take concerted efforts

to load more freight. Construction of dedicated freight corridors should be expedited. Production of more freight wagons
and rakes should be augmented.

The proposal to introduce 67 new express, 26 passenger, 8 DEMU and 5 MEMU services, first AC EMU rake to Mumbai,
increasing the rake length from 9 to 12 cars, extension of 57 trains and increasing the frequency of 24 trains and out of
which 14 new trains to Tamilnadu is a welcome step.

Railways could meet the target of new lines and electrification during XI Plan period but fell short of the targets for
doubling and gauge conversion. The delay in allocation of funds for projects results in delay in completion and leads to cost
escalation. Steps should be taken to complete the ongoing and pending projects in a time-bound manner.

Safety is the primary concern for railways and travelling public. Large number of train accidents, namely, derailment, head-
on-collision, ramming with the stationary vehicle, trespassing at unmanned level crossing, low visibility, human error are on
the increase in the last few years. The preventive steps taken by the railways to avoid such increasing accidents are
inadequate. The recommendations made by the Committees headed by Dr. Anil Kakodkar and Shri Sam Pitroda for
improving safety and bringing about modernization of Railways have to be taken into consideration for implementation on
priority. Accidents on the level crossings are unabated. Elimination of level crossings will not solve the problem. Some of
the level crossings need to be converted into Road Over Bridges (ROB) and Road Under Bridges (RUB) or as manned level
crossings, depending upon flow of traffic at the location. Railways should undertake proper study before closing the
unmanned level crossings. Introduction of Train Protection Warning System on automatic signaling systems, improvement
of signaling, Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS), etc., will address the issue to some extent.

The first ever rail link to connect Arunachal Pradesh and proposal to Manipur of Northeastern state is a welcome step.
Bringing of railway related activities under MGNREGA will promote more employment opportunities in the rural areas.

Safety of women passengers is another cause of concern. They are afraid of theft, chain snatching, eve teasing, etc. in
trains and stations. Reservation of 10% vacancies of women RPF personnel will improve the confidence of women
travelling in trains and improve their safety. Extension of internet booking hours, E-ticketing through mobile phones,
introduction of executive lounge at seven more stations will greatly help the frequent rail travelers.

A number of vacancies in railways have not been filled up since long and it has added much pressure on the existing staff.
The proposal to fill 1.52 lakh vacancies should be expedited. Out of which, allocation to weaker sections and physically
challenged is widely welcomed. Besides, I urge upon the Railway Minister to give adequate preference to the pending cases
of compassionate appointments.

The onboard facilities like provision of announcements, electronic display boards, neat and clean toilets, quality food
remains a distant dream to the train passengers. Complaints are accumulated relating to quality of food served in trains
and stations and there is no proper monitoring regarding its quality. Being frequent train traveller, Shri Bansalji knows the
pathetic condition of ordinary passengers. Therefore, I urge upon him to take immediate steps to improve the quality of
food. Complimentary passes to the sports personalities who have excelled in various sports events and Police Gallantry
awardees are much deserved. As regards, setting up of six new Rail Neer bottling plants, I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister
to quicken the Palur Plant in Tamil Nadu which was announced in the last budget.

The physically challenged people are facing much difficulty in their train journeys. In most of the railway stations, there is
no facility for ramps, lifts, escalators, etc. I shall, therefore, request Hon'ble Minister to provide the above facilities in all
railway stations in towns/cities.



Enhancement of fund allocation to railway staff quarters is a welcome step. The railway quarters are not in a good living
condition. All necessary basic facilities should be provided there and provision of hostel facilities to single women railway
employees at all divisional headquarters is a welcome step. This facility may be extended to the railway stations located in
cities and towns also or in the station complexes itself.

Another important point is regarding Salem Division. Though this Division was started only few years ago, it was not
provided with adequate staff and infrastructural facilities thereby hindering its functioning. I therefore urge upon Hon'ble
Railway Minister to allocate adequate funds to the Salem Division to improve its functioning/facilities.

I have some specific demands in respect of my Krishnagiri District/Constituency, Tamilnadu. The demand for laying of new
railway line between Jolarpettai — Tirupathur — Kandili — Barugur — Orappam —Krishnagiri — Sulagiri — Hosur (101 kms) is
long pending issue for more than decades and remains a distant dream to the people. Based on this, a Survey was ordered
by the Railways and its Report was submitted to the Railway Board on 27-05-2008 and it was announced during the
Railway Budget Speech in February 2010. Thereafter, as per the advice from the Railway Board, an Updated Survey was
completed and its Report was sent to the Railway Board on 31-01-2011 and the total cost of the project was estimated at
Rs.687.92 crore. However, no adequate funds were sanctioned for carrying out this project so far.

Since majority of the products meant for exports Viz., fruits, vegetables, flowers, electronic goods and other perishable
items produced here are sent through road or airlifted to various parts of the country and abroad. Absence of a rail link in
this route has been an impediment to the district's industrial growth. Therefore, I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to
allocate adequate funds for this project.

There has been a long pending from demand for introduction of a Daily Express Train between Nagercoil — Bangalore Via.
Madurai — Tiruchirappalli — Salem - Hosur. On the contrary, the Hon'ble Minister in his budget speech announced
Nagercoil — Madurai — Tiruchirappalli—Salem—Jolarpettai — Bangalore Express Train. If this train runs Via. Jolarpettia,
large number of people who are working in and around Hosur will be deprived of this train facility and greatly suffer.

Sir, Operating the Nagercoil — Bangalore Express Via. Madurai — Tiruchirappalli — Salem - Hosur will greatly help the
people living in and around and working in the industrial hub of Hosur. It is also requested to operate this train as
Overnight Express leaving both the destinations between 1500 and 1800 hrs. reaching both the destinations between
0500 hrs. and 0800 hrs. Otherwise, the frequency of the existing Nagercoil — Bangalore Train (16537/16538) may be
increased from Weekly to Daily.

Besides, the following proposals are pending since long and it has been represented to the Hon'ble Railway Minister time
and again:-

- Stoppage of all trains in Samalpatti & Kallavi Dasampatti in Krishnagiri District;

- Introduction of Coimbatore — Hosur - Bangalore Inter City Express;

-Increase of coaches in Mysore — Mayiladuthurai Express (from 19 to 24);

- Introduction of Hosur — Erode Passenger Train;

- Deployment of RPF at Hosur Railway Station;

- Extension of Bangalore — Anekal Train upto Hosur;

- Doubling and Electrification of Bangalore — Hosur - Salem Railway Line;

- The new Railway line between Katpadi-Thiruvannamalai-Villupuram, announced during the last Railway Budget, has



not become operational. I urge that the new line may be made functional soon.

I shall, therefore, urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to kindly consider the above proposals and order implementation of the
same during this year itself.

With these words, I conclude my speech on Railway Budget.

*SHRI S.S. RAMASUBBU (TIRUNELVELI): At the very outset, I would like to congratulate the Hon'ble Railway
Minister, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal for presenting a growth oriented maiden budget for the year 2013-14. It is happy to
note that he is the first Congress Minister to do so in 17 years and take steps to strengthen this vital segment of our
transport infrastructure and also kick started stalled investment in the economy and striving hard to bring back the
Railways into the right track.

Due to austerity measures taken by the Railways, it has been able to fully repay its loan of Rs. 3,000 crore and its
operating ratio is likely to increase to 87.8% during 2013-14. It is also very happy to note that Indian Railways is set to
achieve milestone of entering the select club of railways with over 1 million ton freight loading. At present, only the
Chinese, Russian and the US Railways have this distinction. Indian Railways have joined another select club of railways
which run freight trains of more than 10,000 load.

As regards passenger traffic, the hike in tariff announced in January was overdue for several years and if it had not been
implemented, railways would become bankrupt. Presently, as expected, the Rail Budget 2013-14 did not propose any
further hike in passenger fares. The Minister has announced only a marginal increase in reservation fee, supplementary
charges for superfast trains, cancellation and tatkal charges which are aimed to improve the passenger services by pushing
out the increasing tout menace. As regards freight traffic, higher targets were fixed for the year 2013-14.

In this Budget, Hon'ble Minister has announced introduction of 67 new express trains, 26 new passenger trains, 8
DEMU and 5 MEMU services. Further extension of 57 trains and increasing frequency of 24 trains is a welcome step. As
regards Tamil Nadu, I thank Bansalji for announcing 14 new trains and extension of six existing trains to the State and also
increasing the frequency of few trains. He has also announced 72 additional services in Mumbai and 18 in Kolkata being
introduced. However, no such announcement was made for Chennai. As the suburban service between Chennai Beach —
Tambaram —Chengalpat, is much congested, additional services are urgently required. Moreover, increase in length of rake
from 9 to 12 cars only for 30 services in Chennai is inadequate. I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister that for Chennai all 9 cars
should be converted into 12 cars.

500 km. new lines, 750 km. doubling, 450 km. gauge conversion is targeted in 2013-14. In this connection, I would like to
submit that the BG line between Madurai —Tirunelveli- Kanyakumari is the lifeline of our country. People from all parts of
the country visits Madurai, Tirunelveli, Kanyakumari and other places of tourism and religious importance en route in Tamil
Nadu throughout the year. However, they are facing lot of difficulties due to inadequate train facilities. Railways are not



able to introduce more trains in this route because of hon-completion of doubling work.

As regards this Section doubling survey was announced in the Budget for the year 2011-12 and the Survey Work
between Madurai —Maniyachi is completed. The work is presently going on the sections between Maniyachi —Tirunelveli
and Tirunelveli —Kanyakumari. It has been time and again reiterated that this section is an inevitable link between north -
south viz, from Kashmir to Kanyakumari and it will boost the overall development of our country.

I shall humbly urge the Hon'ble Minister to kindly allocate necessary funds for doubling of Madurai — Tirunelveli
—Kanyakumari Broad Gauge Section and open this doubling section for traffic at the earliest.

The proposal to bring Arunachal into rail network and connectivity to Mizoram of Norhteast is a great milestone in
Indian Railways.

The women police force is very less and women feel much insecurity while traveling in Railways. The proposal of
10% reservation for women in RPF is a welcome step. Setting of up another 8 companies of RPF personnel especially
women would improve safety and security of women passengers. The proposal to set up Rail Based Industries viz. Wheel
factory at Rai Bareli, MEMU at Rajasthan, Coach Manufacturing Unit at Haryana and Wagon Maintenance Workshop in
Kalhandi will resolve the problem of shortage of wagons, coaches and other rolling stock to a great extent. However, I am
sorry to state that as regards Tamil Nadu, no such railway production units were announced since many long years.

Cleanliness and hygiene of trains and stations reached a very low standard. Coaches and stations are filthy and
passengers are facing lot of difficulties to stay in platforms to travel in trains. Replacement of new coaches in place of old
coaches which are lying in a bad condition along with rat and mosquito menace are putting much suffering to the
passengers. The proposal for the extension of On Board Housekeeping Scheme and Clean Train Stations to more stations
and trains is a welcome step.

Rail travel has remained a nightmare to the physically challenged persons. The proposals regarding provision of large
number of new escalators, lifts, Braille stickers indicating the layout of coaches, battery operated wheel chairs at more
stations, wheelchair-friendly coaches will greatly help the differently abled people traveling in trains.

The new proposals viz. SMS alert system to provide updates on reservation status, e-ticketing system, new system
to support 7,200 tickets per minute up from 2,000 now and from 40,000 users to 1.2 lakh, linking train tickets with Aadhar
cards in order to keep out touts, free wi-fi facility on select trains are important passenger amenities widely welcomed.

Safety is one of the primary concerns for the erailways passenger. The recommendataions of Kakodkar and Sam
Pitroda Committees should not be overlooked and they should be implemented in /etter and spirit. Elimination of 10,797

level crossings during 12t" Plan period should be given a serious thought. Simply elimination of level crossings will not solve
the purpose and it will greatly affect the road users and the villagers residing nearby. Railways may consider outsourcing of
level crossings which will generate employment opportunities. Meaning the level crossing will not incur much amount to the
railways than the compensation being paid currently on the accidents victims at the level crossings. Modern technologies
like implementation of Train Protection Warning System on Automatic Signal System, installation of Anti-Collision Devices,
and Vigilance Control Devices, comprehensive Fire and Smoke Detection system in coaches and setting up of Railway
Safety Authority will go a long way in improving the railway safety. Often incidents of theft and robberies are reported in
railways. Proper coordination should be ensured between GRP and RPF in order to protect the law and order and railway
properties.

The food served in Railways is often unhygienic and sub-standard. Every day, large numbers of complaints are
coming regarding the quality of food items. Time and again, Railways increase cost of food items, however, the quality is
not improved. Surprise and frequent checks should be carried out to inspect the quality of food items and any violation in
standards are to be dealt with seriously. Rail Neer is not adequately stocked in railway stations and trains and the
passengers are forced to buy other brands by paying higher price. Adequate steps should be taken to ensure easy
availability of rail neer which will boost more revenue to the Railways.

It is a matter of grave concern that railway properties are often targeted. Coaches are damaged and gutted in
various parts of the country in the event of bandh, vandalism, rail-roko agitations, etc. by vested interests and anti-social
elements. This has resulted in huge loss of revenue to the railways. To avoid such losses, I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister
to instruct the State Governments to deal firmly with those who are damaging railway properties and damages are liable to
be recovered from the individual/organizations responsible.

The proposals regarding setting up of Railway Energy management Company, new windmill plants and provision of
solar power to 1,000 level crossings will considerably solve the fuel bill problem of railways. Shri Bansalji has announced



setting up of six more Rail Neer bottling plants in the country. In this connection, I would like to submit that in the last
budget, a Rail Neer Plant at Palur and a new coaching terminsl at Nemam, Tamil Nadu were announced. I urge upon the
Hon'ble Minister to allocate adequate funds and to expedite the two projects.

As regards staff welfare measure, the Minister enhanced fund allocation by Rs. 300 crore for railway staff quarters by
setting up of hostels for single women railway employees at all divisional headquarters. Railway staff quarters are lying in a
very dilapidated condition and the allottees are facing lot of difficulties. Besides, construction of new staff quarters, existing
quarters should be renovated and more facilities should be provided there and improvement of the condition of barrack for
PRF personnel should be speeded up. He also announced 1.52 lakh vacancies in Railways will be filled up, out of which
47,000 will be for weaker sections and physically challenged. This is a welcome step. In this regard, I would like to point
out that large number of candidates of compassionate appointments are running from piflar to post to get their railway job
due to the demise of their beloved ones in service. I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to kindly give high priority to
compassionate appointments to light their families.

There are certain long pending demands of the people of Tamil Nadu which I have listed below for your kind
consideration.

First I would like to thank the Ministry of Railway for inaugurating the Tirunelveli — Tenkasi BG line (68kms) for
traffic on September 25, 2012 at an estimated cost of Rs. 220 crore. This has become a big tourism and industrial boom of
this region. In this regard, I would like to point out that on MG line there used to be two trains running on this Section.
After BG conversion only one train is running. There is huge traffic in this section. People are feeling much relying and using
this train for safety, security and also it is economical. One train is not sufficient to cater to the growing traffic. Therefore, 1
urge upon Hon'ble Minister to operate one more train between Tirunelveli — Tenkasi new BG line.

Since long, there is demand for a Daily Express Train between Nagercoil- Bangalore Via Madurai — Tiruchirappalli —
Salem — Hosur. I am thankful to Bansalji for announcing a new daily train. However, the proposed service would be from
Nagercoil - Madurai — Tiruchirappalli — Salem - Jolarpettai —Bangalore. If this train runs via. Jolarpattai, large number of
people from southern Tamil Nadu who are working in and around Hosur will deprive of this train service and would be put
into much hardship.

Therefore, I suggest the Hon'ble Minister either to operate the Nagercoil — Bangalore Express via.:- (i) Madurai —
Tiruchirappalli — Salem - Hosur for 3-4days; (or) (ii) Madurai — Tiruchirappalli — Salem - Jolarpettai for 3-4 days; (or)
(iii)Increase the frequency of the existing Nagercoil —Bangalore Train (16537/16538) from Weekly to Daily, Which will
greatly help the people of southern Tamil Nadu working in and around the industrial hub of Hosur.

I express my hearty thanks to the Railway Minister for the new line from Sankarankoil to Tirunelveli by covering
Veerasigamani, Semthamaram, Surondai, V.K. Pudur, Alangulam, Maranthai, Pudur, Pettai and Tirunelveli. Please allot
adequate fund for early survey of this new line.

Thisayanvilai is a town panchyat located in the Radhapuram Taluk of my Tirunelveli District, Tamil Nadu. Tisayanvilai
is surrounded by Uvari, Perumanal, Kuthankuzhi, Kooduthali, Koottupanai, Thomaiyarpuram, Idinthakarai, Kootapuzhi,
Koothankulam and Panchal having a population of 1,00,000 people, mostly consists of fishermen folk. Number of schools are
located in Thisayanvilai and the literacy rate is 77%, higher than the national average of 59.5%. However, Thisayanvilai is
presently not connected with rail facility. Moreover, the people are facing lot of difficulties to book their tickets in the
absence of a PRS counter and there is a long pending demand for the same and it is an essential one. Oral permission was
given by the DRM Office, Madurai for its opening. Location for it was identified at the Post Office in Thisayanvilai and
necessary arrangements were made for its opening and they require grant of permission from Railway Board. Hence, I
humble urge upon the Hon'ble Minister of Railways to gant necessary permission for opening of a PRS centre at
Thisayanvilai Town, Tamil Nadu.

I thank the Ministry of Railways for providing stoppage of Ananthapuri Express at N. Panagudi Station. But that is not
sufficient to meet the flow of Passenger traffic there. Therefore, there is a persistent demand to provide stoppage for
another express train at N. Panagudi. Moreover, many times passengers to and from N. Panagudi face lot of problems in
getting the reserved tickets because N. Panagudi is not added in the 'PRS Computer System'. Therefore necessary
instructions may please be issued for adding the N. Panagudi Station in the system.

Nanguneri is a pilgrimage centre and Special Economic Zone is coming there. Nanguneri Vanumamalai Math,
Thirukurundudi Temple, Uvari Church, Koonthakulam Birds Sanctuary, SEZ — Nanguneri and Kalakadu Tiger Resort are
nearer there and with the result, the passenger traffic at Nanguneri is also heavy. Therefore, there is genuine demand to
provide stoppage of at least two more express trains at Nanguneri Railway station.



Apart from this, the below long demands may kindly be considered favourably :-

- Reopening/Provision of Railway Station at Maharajanagar, Kavalkinaru, Melakallur, Pavoorchatram in Tirunelveli District,
Tamil Nadu;

- Provision of roof shed to the entire new platform in the Tirunelveli Railway Station and Foot-Over-Bridge (FOB) and
Escalator to connect all platforms and adequate funds need to be allotted for the purpose;

- As there is huge rush of passengers in Tirunelveli Railway Station, the existing five platforms are not sufficient to cope
with incoming-outgoing trains. It is kindly requested to increase the number of platform from5to 7 ;

- Stoppage of all important trains at Palayamkottai, Kovilpatti, Melapalayam and Valliyur railway stations and provision to
increase berth/seat quota and all basic facilities in those stations ;

- Constructions of (i) Road Over Bridge (ROB) near Thatchanallur Railway Crossing at Thatchanallur —Madurai road, (ii)
Kulavankkarpuram Rly Crossing at Tirunelveli — Trivandrum road, (iii) to expedite ROB at Tenkasi near Tenkasi Railway
Station;

- Increase in the frequency of (i) Tirunelveli —Hapa (12997/12998 — Hapa Express), (ii) Nagercoil — Tirunelvei —H.
Nizamuddin ( 12641/21642 - Tirukkural Express), (iii) Chennai — Vasco & Chennai — Hubli (17311/17312 &17317/17314)
Express as a daily express;

-Increase in the number of Coaches in (i) Nellai, (ii) Kanyakumari, and (iii) Anandhapuri Express Trains and introduction of
Special Trains during seasons, summer/winter vacations and festival times and provision of First AC Coach in Nellai
Express;

-Immediate need to develop Royapuram Railway Station as third Railway Terminus of Chennai and to ensure operation of
all trains going to southern districts form Egmore Railway Station only;

-New Inter-city Express from Nagercoil- Tirunelveli —Madurai;

-New Railway Line from Kanyakumari — Tiruchendur Via.Kundankulam, Tisaiyanvillai;

*DR., PADMADINHA BAJIRAO PATIL (OSMANABAD): The survey of hew Boad-gauge railway line between Solapur-
Jalgaon via Osmanabad, Beed, Jalna and Aurangabad districts is completed and has been submitted to the Railway Board
at New Delhi.

Tuljapur is a major pilgrimage center of entire Maharashtra and South Peninsula. Millions of devotees visit Tuljapur to offer
their reverence to almighty Kulswamini Tuljabhawani.

Tuljapur is also pivotal in providing connection to Marathwada region which has presently inadequate connection facility
through railway network. The proposed railway line will help millions of devotees to visit Tuljapur and also help in
developing Marathwada region.

This route will also act as an alternative corridor for North-South railway network as presently North-South railway link is
one of the busiest corridors. This will help in reducing the journey time to North —South route as compared to present link.
This link is important for the economically backward region of Osmanabad District.

Additionally, it has been proposed in the Railway Budget to extend the Mumbai-Osmanabad-Latur train upto Nanded.
Considering the fact that this train service is already inadequate to meet the demands of passengers from Latur and
Osmanabad District, it is not prudent. Instead a new train service from Nanded to Mumbai via Latur-Osmanabad should be
started immediately.
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*SHRI C. SIVASAMI (TIRUPPUR): Sir, first, I would like to express my thanks for giving me an opportunity to speak on this
discussion of the Railway Budget 2013-2014. The railways is important for the development of the country. The
development of the railways is the basis for the development of the country. Sir, in my constituency, many consultative



meetings are held under the chairmanship of the GM of Southern Railways, and the DRM of Salem Division, in the presence
of some Hon'ble members of Parliament. The opinions of Hon'ble members of Parliament were also heard.

At the present situation, people and people's representatives have to approach the officials for expressing their
needs and grievances. This situation has to be changed if the railways want to understand the real need of the people.
That is, the officials have to go the residential areas of people and to interact with the people and People's representatives
to understand their real needs. In each and every constituency of a member of Parliament, a particular railway station has
to be considered and in that railways station, senior officials of the railways have to visit and they have to interact with the
people and people's representatives to understand their real needs. Only then will development take place.Sir, it is my duty
to point out this fact sir.

Sir, in the name of reforms, many new types of train services like Duronto Express trains are introduced. I welcome this
initiative. Duronto railways service is introduced to provide speedy journey from one source station to another destination
station. If the journey has to be fast, the speed of the train has to be increased. For example, a train traveling at the speed
of one hundred kilometers per hour has to be modernized to travel at the speed of two hundred kilometers per hour.
Instead of doing so, many stations in the route are reduced to reduce the duration of the journey.

Sir, if you enquire whether the newly announced Duronto express trains are beneficial to the people, I would humbly
reply that it is not benefiting the people. Whether it is the Duronto express running between Coimbatore and Chennai or the
Duronto express running between Madurai and Chennai, people are not benefited. If the Duronto express running between
Coimbatore and Chennai stops at Tiruppur and Erode stations, it will benefit a large number of people. Similarly, if the
Duronto express running between Madurai and Chennai stops at Dindigul and Karur, it will also benefit a large number of
people in the real sense. Therefore, the service of Duronto express has to be changed into intercity level. The train has to
stop at many stations. Otherwise, it will benefit the people only for name sake. Sir, I would like to bring the attention of the
minister to reconsider the decision with respect to the Duronto express.

Sir, earlier, so many projects were announced for the city of Erode. Former Minister, E.V. K.S. Elangovan held a
function at Erode Samraj Nagar city. A train service between Erode and Samraj Nagar, and another train service between
Erode and Palani was introduced. These projects did not get any importance in this budget. Many new projects are
announced. They are not of much importance. The projects of Erode-Chamraj Nagar, and Erode-Palani have to be
considered and have to be given importance by the Minister.

Sir, a new train from Coimbatore to Rameshwaram was announced on weekly basis. I welcome this initiative. I
request you that this service has to enhance as a daily service instead of a weekly service. Ooty is a centre of tourist
importance. It is in Nilgiri district. The train which runs to Ooty often breaks down. Therefore a new train has to be given to
Ooty.

Oothukuli is an important town in my constituency Tiruppur. The town is well known for dairy products such as
butter, ghee and cur. These dairy products are exported to many states. But no proper facility is given to the people to
export their products. The people have to utilize the service of two trains having the nhumbers — 6107 and 6865. In these
trains, SLR coaches are provided which are very small for their need. Therefore, sir, I request you to convert SLR coaches
into big coaches like VPU coaches.

Similarly sir, I would like to speak about Thirisoolam railway station at Chennai. This station is very nearby Chennai
airport. If there is a station at Thirisoolam it will benefit people from southern states to reach airport conveniently.
Therefore sir, efforts need to be taken to stop trains at Thirisoolam station at Chennai.

Former railways Minister Madam Mamta Banerjee introduced a new scheme called 'Izath' for the welfare of the poor
and the downtrodden. It will enable people to travel up to one hundred and fifty kilometers at the rate of Rupees Twenty
five. It seems that this scheme is not implemented now. Hon'ble minister has to clarify whether this scheme is in vogue
now or not. Similarly, a big work shop of the railways is present at Golden rock, at Tiruchirappalli city of Tamil Nadu.
Considerable amount of land is available at the above said workshop which can be utilized for establishing a coach
manufacturing factory at Tiruchirappalli. Sir, I reiterate that a coach manufacturing factory has to be established at
Tiruchirappalli.

15.00 hrs

Tirupur is an industrial hub which is known for its exports. The city yields foreign exchange up to Rupees ten
thousand crore to the country. Therefore, a new express train from Tiruppur to Chennai is needed. Sir, during the last four



years, we have been persuading the Government for introducing a train service from Tiruppur to Chennai, but our demand
was not given attention. Along with some other members of Parliament, I went to meet the Chairman of the Ministry of
Railways. Sir, he might have or might not have considered our demand for a new train. That is a different issue. But the
Chairman did not give us due respect. Sir, he says, "Thousand of people are asking for new trains. Can we be able to give
all the trains?" If such a person is occupying the office of the chairperson, how is it possible for the railways to implement
all the projects efficiently? I would like to ask this question sir.

Sir, we need a new express train from Tiruppur to Chennai. The express train service from Trivandrum to Chennai,
that is, trains having number 2623 and 2624, pass through Tiruppur. If there is a station in Tiruppur, it will benefit the
people of Tiruppur to a large extent. Similarly Yahsvantipur Kochivel Express trains, having the numbers 2257, 2258, 6315
and 2660, also have to stop at Tiruppur. Tiruppur is a growing industrial city. Exports are carried out at international level
from Tiruppur. If the Tiruppur railways station is modernized and if its infrastructure is enhanced, it will facilitate exports
from Tiruppur and it will enable the traders to trade at international level more efficiently. More foreing traders would like
to visit Tiruppur if the railway infrastructure is enhanced for Tiruppur. In brief, modernization of the railway station at
Tiruppur will strengthen the export industry in Tiruppur, which is beneficial to the country. Therefore, I request the Hon'ble
Minister to take steps accordingly. With these words, I conclude my speech.

*SHRIMATI J. HELEN DAVIDSON (KANYAKUMARI): I would like to say that I support the Government on this
discussion on the Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) and I have some points to raise in the greater interest of
the people of Tamil Nadu and my constituency. I first of all thank the Union Government for fulfilling the 18 years long
demand for a daily train between Bangalore and Nagercoil via Madurai, Tiruchirapalli and for a weekly train between
Puducherry and Kanyakumari by announcing them in this railway budget. Only surveys for some new lines for Tamil Nadu
have been announced in this budget. There is no mention about doubling projects and fund allotment for Tamil Nadu.
Though the Hon'ble Railway Minister came forward with couple of new trains and extension and increase in frequency of
some trains, there were hardly some words about the infrastructure facilities of Railways in Tamil Nadu to receive more
trains and increase the speed of the trains in future. In the previous railway budget there was an announcement for new
surveys for line doubling projects linking Madurai-Triunelveli-Kanyakumari along with electrification and Trivandrum and
Kanyakumari and the electrification of Coimbatore- Mettupalayam route and surveys for new lines ( Chennai to
Sriperumbudur Via Guindy, Poonamallee; Kanchipuram —Thiruvannmalai-Katpadi, Kumbakonam —Andimadam
—Jayankondam —Vridhachalam, Thanjavur to Pudukottai via Fandarvakottai, Attipattu-Ennore Sea Port and Dindigul-Kumuli
via Bodinayakkanur) and I requested the Government to allot enough funds for doubling the Madurai-Triunelveli-
Kanyakumari along with electrification, and Trivandrum and Kanniyakumari during the discussion on the Supplementary
Demands for Grants in the previous year too. But the Ministry of Railways has deceived the people of entire Tamil Nadu in
this regard. Only surveys are announced for Tamil Nadu in the Railway Budgets during the past eight years, and hardly
some new lines and doubling projects are announced. Even though some new lines and doubling projects were announced
in the previous years, works will move at a snail's speed in Tamil Nadu.



I request the Ministry of Railways to place Automatic Ticket vending Machines, Cion operated Ticket vending Machines in
all railway stations in Tamil Nadu, and it must be done first in Kanyakumari and the Railways know that it is a renowned
tourist and spiritual destination, and the thousands of pilgrims and tourists visit this spot every day by different means of
transportation, but the railway department does not seem to be interested in developing this railway station. The railway
station here is not in a condition to park any train for maintenance. The major problem in this railway is not having water
facilities. The trains reaching Kanyakumari Railway station are brought back to Nagercoil junction railway station for
maintenance for since past 33 years, which is 18 kilometers far away from Kanyakumari. And as there is vast area available
in Kanyakumari Railway Station, it can be developed as a 'Terminal railway station' with Coaching Maintenance
Terminal facility, where trains operated up to Tirunelveli, Trivandrum and Nagercoil Railway Stations can be extended up to
Kanyakumari.

In 2008-09 Railway Budget, the Railway Ministry had announced a survey for a new broad gauge line connecting Karaikudi
and Kanyakumari via Ramanathpuram and Tuticorin along the East Coast. Subsequently, the Ministry invited bids for the
survey. But in this budget also no word has been mentioned regarding this project. Hence I request the Union Government
to sanction enough funds for laying a new broad gauge line connecting Karaikudi and Kanyakumari via Ramanathapuram
and Tuticorin along the East Coast.

Hon'ble Minister in this budget speech has mentioned about improvements of tourist and religious destinations. We say that
Our Nation is the best example for Unity in Diversity among other nations in the world. Adding more power to the word
'Integrity’, the railway should operate a train form Kanyakumari (Tourist & Spiritual spot) to Velankanni (Shrine) via
Madurai (Meenakshi Amman Temple), Tiruchirappalli (Srirangam Temple), Thanjavur ( Temple City), Nagappattinam
(Nagore Dhaka). So it would be a wonder for the world to see the people belonging to major religions of the world sit
together and travel to their pilgrimage destinations in a train when this Kanyakumari — Velankanni Train is operated via
Madurai, Tiruchirappalli, Thanjavur and Nagappattinam.

Hon'ble Minister has mentioned in this budget speech that Indian Railways is playing an unparalleled role in integrating the
nation from Baramulla in the north and Kanyakumari in the south. But I say this line has not become alive until and unless
the Railway Ministry increases the frequency of 12641/12642 Thirukural Express from Bi-weekly to daily.

Thirukural Express became very popular among lakhs of people from North and South parts of the nation as well as tourists
from National Capital, as this is the only direct train from New Delhi to South and Central Tamil Nadu. As the train has
proved to be success, constant efforts have been made from different quarters to increase the frequency of this train. Since
the train is operated only once in a week, people find difficulties in getting reservation in the train. The situation becomes
worse, especially during summer vacation and other festive seasons.

The fact is that any train introduced up to Chennai Central is not much use of the people of South and Central Tamil
Nadu as Chennai is geographically situated at the Northern tip of Tamil Nadu State. The major portion of Tamil Nadu is
beyond Chennai and one has to undertake a travel of another 720 km beyond Chennai towards South to reach Kanyakumari.

Hence, it is very much necessary to increase the frequency of H. Nizamuddin —Kanyakumai (12641/12642)
Thirukkural Express as daily in order to cater the need of public. And the people of Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli, Tuticorin,
Virudhnagar, Madurai, Tiruchirapallai, Villupuram, Kanchipuram and Tiruvallur districts will be benefited a lot
by increasing the frequency of this train as a daily express. Most of the people of Tamil Nadu working in and around
Vijaywada, Nagpur, Itarsi, Bhopal, Jhansi, Agra and New Delhi will also be benefited. And by having its frequency
increased, we will have an additional connectivity to Chennai and North part of India too.

And the people of Chennai and leaders of various political parties have a strong demand towards the development of
Rayapuram Railway Station as a Terminal Railway Station, and so many representations were presented to Hon'ble
Minsiter of Railways, but in this budget the government has not fulfilled the genuine demand of the people of Chennai.
Hence I kindly request you to sanction appropriate funds for developing Rayapuram as a Station with all Terminal facilities.

The recently announced Bangalore — Nagercoil daily via Madurai, Tiruchirappali must be operated via Karur,
Namakkal, Salem, Dharmapuri and Hosur. And this train must be made as a SUPER FAST and to reach Bangalore and
Nagercoil between 06.00 and 08.00 hrs in both directions. This train should be named as 'Naanjil Nadu' Express.
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*SHRI NALIN KUMAR KATEEL (DAKSHINA KANNADA): The Hon'ble Minister for Railways has presented the

Railway Budget 2013 to Parliament on 26t" February. This Budget is a very impractical and imbalanced budget. This budget
is disappointing and lacks farsightedness. Railway Minister, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal ji immediately after taking over the
rein of the Ministry has hiked the fares of railway passengers by 20% and other things, namely tatkal charges, reservation
and cancellation charges. This is not fair at all by any standards or norms. It is very much disappointing.

It is unheard in the history of Railways in the country. As far as I am concerned, it is adding salt to injury as poor,
needy and downtrodden are already reeling under acute price hike of essential goods. Petroleum products.

Having expressed my displeasure on the Railway Budget and the State of affairs of Railways. I would like to state
that Karnataka has got a raw deal in the Budget.

I request following proposals to consider in the current year rail budget.:
- Formation of Magalore Divisional railway and joining with South Western Railway.
- An additional new daily night train between Mangalore and Bangalore (via Hassan).
- Converting the tri-weekly day train between Karwar to Bangalore as daily.
- Commencement of new train from Mangalore to Hyderabad(via Hassan- Arasikere —Chikkajajur- Gunthakal- Kachiguda)

- Discontinuing Karwar -Mangalore day train from Karwar and run between -Mangalore to Bangalore and starting a Vasco
—Mangalore Intercity train to cut down the running hours from Mangalore to Bangalore.

-Mangalore-Subrmanya Road DEMU train.
-Secondary service terminal at Subramanya Raod station of SWR.
Out of the above, you have announced only one weekly train between Bangalore to Mangalore (route not mentioned)

Hence I urge upon the Railway Minister to take immediate steps to accommodate the following in the Railway
Budget this year itself.

- Announcement of formation of Mangalore Divisional railway with Head quarters at Mangalore Junction Railway
Station in this Budget year 2013-14. Sufficient fund should be allotted.

- Making Weekly night train as daily train with 21 coaches via Arasikere.



- Converting the existing passenger train as DEMU train between Mangalore to Subramanya Raod.
- Extension of Bhatkal-Tholkur DEMU train up to Subramanya road of SWR.
- Extension of Madgao-Mangalore Intercity train up to Subramanya Road.

- The Mangalore- Hyderabad train route should be via Mangalore central-Hassan —Arasikere-Chikkajajur-Gunthakal-
Kachiguda.

I appreciate your initiative in this regard and positive decision/announcement in the forthcoming Supplementary
Budget 2013-14.

In the Railway Budget for 2012-13 the survey work for track electrification between Mysore and Mangalore was
announced. There is no mention about this work. That is why I request that this project should be taken up and completed
in time.

The State Government's persistent demands to create new railway divisions in Mangalore and Gulbarga and bring
them under the South Western Railway had been ignored this time too. For better accessibility Elevator facility should be
provided at Mangalore Railway station.

To provide the facility of cold storage wagons for Horticultural produce, I request the Railways as there is a lot of
Railway's own land available at various railway stations in the country, that land can be utilized to establish the
manufacturing unit of Cold Storage Wagons Built Up factory. This will facilitate the better, safest and fastest railway
transportation of largest horticultural produce such as Banana, Grapes and vegetables etc.

The budget does not deal with the issue of cleanliness on platforms at all and it is very disappointing. They have
increased the Platform ticket fare from Rs. 3 to Rs. 5, although it seems less costly but it is not acceptable as people have
to pay such an increased amount for entering and exiting which may lasts a few minutes.

As there is no control over the flow of people into the station by police and there is lack of safety, the Minister has to
address this issue by increasing the RPF force.

I feel disappointed that the requirement and demand for more safety to women and children on trains has not been
looked into properly. Even the demand for more ladies compartments has been ignored. We require proper maintenance of
over bridges that is used to cross the railways tracks and also easy crossing for senior citizens as they have difficulty in
climbing stairs but the Minister seems to have forgotten this issue.

Another important aspect is food and beverages which are highly adulterated. Impure drinking water is passed off as
potable. We hope that with third party auditing for catering this issue is addressed. Overall Railways integrates the entire
country and therefore, they should connect all the districts of the country.

The Budget is pretty disappointing as many issues pertaining to safety and cleanliness on trains have been dealt with
very frivolously. Especially cleanliness in coaches is awful and the hygiene in toilets is pathetic. These aspects needs to be
addressed on priority basis and some funds allocated.

The women's helpline is a welcome feature, however, this is not enough to provide protection to ladies and elderly
especially on long distance trains.

An amount of Rs. 100 crore has been earmarked for improving stations in New Delhi. I would suggest that Railways
should also make efforts and earmark adequate funds for improving the conditions of all other major stations in the state of
Karnataka.

I would like to suggest that Government should take steps to generate more funds for safety and for other pressing
purposes without hiking the passenger fares further or collecting indirectly through Tatkal, cancellation and reservation
charges and burden the poor and downtrodden. The above demands of my people should be paid immediate attention by
Railway Minister and take steps to address them.



*SHRI P. LINGAM (TENKASI): Sir, On behalf of my party Communist Party of India, I would like to put forward certain
points with regard to the Budget (Railways) 2013-2014. Our Hon'ble Minister of Railways has presented this Railway
Budget 2013-2014. He said that fare hike would be considered twice in a year. Now, fares were hiked twice in a month.
This is a burden on the people. Particularly, before the budget passenger fares and freight rates were hiked. However, in
the budget only the hike in freight rates are mentioned. The reservation charges, cancellation charges, tatkal charges are
also increased. All these are included in passenger fare because of which passenger fares are also increased. I would like
to bring this fact to the attention of the minister.

In India, there are two hundred and forty eight public sector units. The Railways is the most important public sector
unit. Our Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru said that public sector units are the temples of India. The Railways are
very important. The Railways budget is also very important. It should have coordinated the people, employees and the
passengers. On the contrary, this railway budget is based only on politics. It has many shortcomings. It causes
disappointment to the people. Therefore, I do not support the budget. Increase in passenger fares and freight rates have to
be withdrawn.

The Railways employees are highly neglected. The development of the railways is based on its administration. The
administration, in turn, is dependent on its employees. Is it possible for the railways to give qualitative and safe service to
the people by having shortage of staff members? Almost one lakh and fifty two thousand vacancies are not filled up. Now, I
would like to know about the policy of the railways with regard to its employees. An employee who enters the service

as a Group IV employee has to retire as a Group IV employee. This policy has to be changed. An important decision has
been taken with respect to the investment of private sector up to one lakh crore. This appears to be an attempt to privatize
this public sector. The railways have to coordinate with the states to enhance its investment.

In order to improve service, it is announced that new lines would be laid up to five hundred kilometers. Last year; it
was announced as one thousand kilometer. This decision seems to be withdrawn now. I would like to clarify about it. The
length of the new lines has to be increased. More new lines have to be introduced. It is announced that more than thirty
one thousand and eight hundred and sixty four unmanned level crossings will be closed. A fence is in place in order to
prevent people from entering the crossing. This affects common people and farmers. Therefore, unmanned level crossings
should not be closed. They have to be manned. Otherwise, over bridges or subways have to be built in those crossings.

Sir, my constituency is Tenkasi. The railway line runs from Virudhunagar to Sengottai. In this route, there are four
important stations- Shankarankovil, Rajapalayam, Srivilliputhur and Tenkasi. Only one passenger train and only one express
train, are the two trains running through this route so far. Therefore, the trains are overcrowded now. Earlier you have
announced about 'Aadarsh' stations. Rajapalayam railways station was listed as one of the 'Aadarsh' stations. It was
mentioned that modernization has been done in Rajapalayam station on 'Aadarsh' model. Sir, I would like to point out that
no modernization work has been carried out in Rajapalayam station. It has to be considered.

15.18 hrs (Shrimati Sumitra Mahajan in the Chair)

MADAM CHAIRMAN : Mr. Lingam, please sit down. Give the remaining portion of your speech, in writing, to him.
...(Interruptions)

MADAM CHAIRMAN: Mr. Lingam, this is too much.
...(Interruptions)

MADAM CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Ganeshamurthi.



...(Interruptions)
MADAM CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record except the speech of Mr. Ganeshamurthi.
(Interruptions) 8€; *
MADAM CHAIRMAN: Mr. Lingam, please take your seat. Nothing is going on record.

(Interruptions) €} *

*SHRI MANOHAR TIRKEY (ALIPURDUAR): Although New Coochbehar, Alipurduar Jn. and New Alipurduar have been
declared as Model Station, but New Alipurduar and Alipurduar Jn. stations are awaiting developments. Particularly, New

Alipurduar station essentially requires a 3 platform as at present 13141/13142 Teesta Torsa Express originates from this
station. The station platform has been lengthened but a great part of it is yet to be covered with shed. Alipurduar Jn.
station building is to be renovated and raised up to match the height of the platforms.

Extend Intercity Express up to Alipurduar Station which has been shortened its journey upto APDJ] after BG
conversion. Timely running of all trains are to be ensured. A Deluxe Chair Car may be attached to this train to attract
tourists.

Extend 12377/12378 Padatik Express (daily), 12753/12754 Chennai Express [weekly] and 15721/15722 Paharia
Express upto Alipurduar Jn. which are presently running upto New Jalpaiguri. It is mentioned that rolling stocks for both the
trains are kept idle.

Slight modification of route and originating station of 12343/12344 Darjeeling Mail will help a lot the passengers and
administration as well. Problems of congestion in station yeads can easily be solved by oringinating this train from Siliguri
Junction and running through newly converted Bagdogra-Thankurgunj section upto Kisangunj.

Introduce a Day Special Train having Chair Cars [AC and Non AC] from Dhubri to Kolkata / Sealdah via New
Coochbehar and Alipurduar Jn. over newly commissioned BG section via Tufanganj.

Introduce a south bound train to Bangalore/Yashbanthpur via Vijaywara and Sathya Sai Prasanthi Nilayam originating
from Alipurudar Jn. for innumerous poor patients going to avail free and better treatment facilities at the Sathya Sai Super
Specialty Hospitals.

Introduce a new train originating from Alilpurduar Jn. to Ranchi via Bagdogra, naming after the great martyr "Birsa
Munda' as Vir Birsa Munda Express for serving all the tea garden population and Adivasi people ST of Tari, Dooars and
Darjeeling area.

The Kanchan Kannya Express [13149/13150] and North Bengal Express [13147/13148] are very much over crowded.
To disperse the wait listed passengers provide one extra 2 AC/3 AC combined coach. Moreover, originating point of the
North Bengal Express [13147/13148] and Kanchan Kannya Express [13149/13150] can be extended upto APDJ and NCB
respectively, keeping the route unchanged for serving more people without incurring any extra expenditure.

Increase frequency of running of 15661/15662 Ranchi Exp. With introduction of new stoppage at Kalchini, Madarihat,
Banarhat and Nagrakata station. Introduce stoppage of 15941/15942 Jhajha Exp. At Binnaguri and Hasimara station and
stoppage of 15643/15644 Kamakhya-Puri Exp. at Hasimara, Dalgaon and New Mal Jn. stations.

Introduce new commercial stoppage at Alipurudur Jn. of Poorbottar Sampark Kranti Exp. [12501/12502] for better service
to the Military and Para-military personnel working in this area and adjacent areas of Assam, Coochbehar District, Bhutan
and Tourists.

Loop lines are very much essential at some station of APDJ-BXT section for easy train handling and punctuality of
trains.

Introduce DMU service in between Coochbehar and Changrabandha via APD] and NMZ and NMX ADDJ to Naxulbari via
NMz, Siliguri Jn., Bagdogra for serving better the people of this backward region.

Introduce at least two Chair Cars [AC and Non AC] in all trains having single over night journey for serving more
passengers as well as maintaining on board security.

One PRS at Jorai, Nagrakata and Chalsa stations is a long pending demand of the people of these localities.



There are ample scope of attracting tourists by laying a narrow gauge line from Chalsa to Matali and Samsingh, Alipurduar
Jn. to Jayanti on existing alignment and a Toy train may be introduced in this section for avoiding ecological disturbances
and loss of wild lives. As the existing route passes through Buxa Tiger Reserve, BG track and trains may not be conducive
to safety of wild lives [it is heard that a survey project has been taken up for converting this line into BG]

Presently New Jalpaiguri — Samuktala Road patch doubling and Maynaguri — Jogighopa new line project is progressing very
poorly for want of funds. Adequate fund should be arranged for timely completion of these projects.

Prepare underpass in forest areas to avoid accidents of wild animals.

A Sanghati Express train is to be introduced from Alipurduar Jn. to Sealdah via Bangladesh to shorten travel time to
reach Kolkata as well as to develop relation between SAARC countries like Bhutan, Bangladesh and India. Necessary move
is to be made to the Foreign Ministry, New Delhi in this respect.

Unused Railway land be relinquished for development works.

As I have been reiterating time and again, a new railway line should be set up from Hasimara to Jaigaon to establish
railway link with Bhutan so as to develop relation between Bhutan, Bangladesh and India.
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*SHRI A. GANESHAMURTHI(ERODE): Hon. Chairperson Madam, thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on
Railway Budget 2013-14, Hon. Railway Minister Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal has presented his maiden budget. I want to
appreciate the Budget. Passenger fares have not been hiked in the Budget. Even though the passenger fares have not been
increased the reservation and cancellation charges have been increased. Although I want but the indirect are hike stops me
in appreciating your efforts. Like in the past, Tamil Nadu has been totally ignored in the present Rail Budget. To mention



particularly, no new schemes have been announced. As mentioned by Hon. Member of Parliament Shri C. Sivasami,
Chamarajnagar-Palani Rail Route has been announced in a function by the Former Union Minister Shri E.V.K.S. Elangoan.
The Chamarajnagar-Palani rail line has now become Palani -Erode rail line with reduced distance. During the year 2008-
2009, Rs.589 crores have been announced as Budget Estimate for this project. But during the meeting between General
Manager and Member of Parliament held in November 2012, I asked them the status of this project and I was told that the
project has been kept pending.

But while replying to a Question asked by Hon. Member of Parliament Shri Semmalai, the Minsiter has said that the project
has been frozen due to low operational priority. After carrying out due feasibility studies budget estimates were arrived at
for the Scheme. I wish to ask the Hon. Railway Minister that how a scheme which was useful before became low prioritized
some time later. I do not understand the logic behind it. This is a long pending project. There has been consistent demand
for implementation of this project. Original demand was for a railway line between Chamarajnagar and Palani. Since the
railway line passes through forests between Chamarajgnagar and Sathyamangalam it was said that it will affect the
environment. They have stopped all the works with regard to this project even after survey and feasibility studies. Now the
work relating to railways line between Palani and Erode has been announced all of a sudden. This has created tension in
the minds of the people. I urge the Hon. Minister of Railways that while replying to this debate he should make
announcement about the new Railway line in this route between Chamarajnagar and Palani.

Likewise many of the announcements made in the past Railway Budget are still kept pending. I have even mentioned about
this in my past speeches during the discussions on Railway Budget. Announcements have been made in the past three Rail
Budgets about the construction of an over bridge near Erode at Level Crossing No. 124. Even after starting the tender
process, no work has been completed. Between Namakkal and Erode districts, in Cauvery an electric grid station has been
installed and because of this lots of vehicular traffic ply in tis route. Between Namakkal and Cochin via Erode, Tiruppur and
Coimbatore, there is a possibility of construction of a National Highway as the heavy traffic load prevails in this route. But in

Erode-Karur Rail route, at the 19th kilometer, because of closure of the Level Crossing No. 16, vehicular traffic is much
affected. Hon. Minister of Railways has announced in the Budget that priority shall be given to construct over bridges at all
the crossings. This level corssing is a connecting point between three district and provides connectivity upto Cochin. I urge

that necessary action be taken. Also at 342"d Km there is bridge over rail route on Cauvery river, bearing No. 33820, there
is a 40 year old road, and because of the construction of check dam in Cauvery river, this road was closed. Since the level
crossing at this place is closed, people are affected. State Government and the local Panchayat have sought permission for

construction of a Bridge in this place, for which I urge the Union Government to give immediate permission. Also at 386t
km, the Bridge no 16 was mainly used by two wheelers. The local Panchayat is interested to implement the road project in
this area due to heavy vehicular traffic. But they have been denied permission by the Railway Ministry. I urge that
permission be granted. Coimbatore-Salem MEMU trains (No. 66602/66603) and Erode-Mettur Dam passenger train ( No.
56100/56101) do not have stoppage at Alangaur Railway station. I urge the Minister to take necessary step for making
these trains to stop at Alangur Railway station. Amirtha Express train (No. 16644/16645) presently runs between
Thirvuvananthapuram and Palakkad should be extended up to Erode. Trichy-Karur passenger train should be extended up to
Erode. Electrification process should start in Erode-Trichy-Karur rail route. Air-conditioned coaches should be attached to
Chennai-Yerkaud Train (No. 66609/66610). Quality of food served in Rail coaches is very poor. They give many reasons for
this. In the restaurants outside railway stations only VAT are collected. But in addition to this value added tax, service tax
is also collected from the passengers who used these railway canteens. Because of that the rates are high when compared
to restaurants located outside the railways premises. I urge that only VAT should be collected from rail passengers as is
done by outside agencies. Palani-Erode route is a much waited rail route by the pope of my constituency. There has been a
long struggle for implementation of this much awaited project. There has even been a long march from Palani to
Chamarajnagar insisting to operationalize this rail route. I urge the Hon. Railway Minister to immediately take notice of this
project and do the needful for implementation of the same.
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MADAM CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, I have a list of 66 speakers. So, those who want to lay their written speeches, they
can lay them on the Table of the House.

Now, Shri Nama Nageswara Rao.

SHRI NAMA NAGESWARA RAO (KHAMMAM): Thank you, Madam, for giving me this opportunity. Madam Chairperson, the
Railway is very, very important for the country. Railway line is the lifeline for the economy of the country.
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*SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN (CHENNAI NORTH): The Railway Budget is direction-ess, as far as Southern Railway is
concerned. the Hon'ble Railway Minister has announced about 14 new trains to various destinations in Tamil Nadu. But, as
far as infrastructure is concerned there are not much schemes for Tamil Nadu. Southern Railway was awarded 'Best
performing Zone' award for two years consecutively (i.e.) for the years 2010-11 and 2011-12. But the Budgetary allocation
for Southern Railway was halved from the previous years. During the last Budget (2012-13) the amount allocated was Rs.
1800 crore. But for this year, the allocation is not even Rs. 1000 crore. This is the reward for the best performing zone.

During the last year's Budget a study was taken up for converting Royapuram Railway Station as a Railway Terminal and a
certain sum was allocated for the same. This railway station is situated in my North Chennai Constituency. But, this year's
Budget does not speak on the said project.

Likewise, a second unit was announced during the Budget 2011-12, with respect to ICF Chennai. I do not know whether the
project will be taken up or not. Hence, I request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to increase the Budgetary allocation for
Southern Railway and also to convert the Royapuram Railway Station as another Railway Terminal for Chennai.



I also request the Hon'ble Minister to implement the II unit of ICF Chennai project at the earliest.

*SHRI NILESH NARAYAN RANE (RATNAGIRI SINDHUDURG): At the outset, I congratulate Shri Pawan Kumar
Bansal, the Hon. Minister of Railways for presenting his maiden Railway budget on February 26, 2013. This Rail Budget is
significant for two reasons. First, it is the last full-fledged Budget of the present Government and second, after a long time,
almost after seventeen years, the Railway Minister deserves all-round praise for making sincere efforts in making Indian
Railways a financially viable institution. Through this Budget, the Minister has made his priorities very clear to make Indian
Railway, a safe, secured, comfortable and affordable means of transport. For this, the Minister has indicated to upgrade
existing facilities, besides adding new services. Indian Railway is poised to innovate itself especially in meeting the needs
of the commuting public in the areas of internet booking, a wi-fi facility in trains, special Anubhuti coaches for high end
passengers. The Minister has indicated that the new facilities will require further investment of 63000 crore. But, the
Minister has not passed on the burden to the passengers.

Indian Railways had been fighting a vicious resources crunch. Previous Railway Ministers took a moral high ground in not
raising the passenger's fare, despite the growing operating cost, thus making it financially unviable. Just before the Budget,
in the month of January, the Railway Minister went for a hike in fare. He was not feeling at all comfortable to do it before
session, being a strong votary of parliamentary democracy. Even then he did. That showed the desperate needs of Indian
Railways that could brook no delay. The crunch situation in the Railways, I believe still continues. But even then the
Minister did not propose further hike in the passengers fare and thus, relieved the public from further burden.

The Minister is an efficient administrator; he knows the trade quite well. Therefore, he focuss on freight sector, from where
the Railways would generate bulk of its revenue. The proposed planned dedicated freight corridor is going to have
beneficial impact. The land acquisition process is over and if work schedule gets time-bound priority, it would, no doubt,
strengthen the railways finance.

I would also like to touch upon the focus on women safety in the Railway Budget. The Minister made special
announcements for safety and security of women passengers. I only expect that the new companies of Women RPF
personnel are put in place to dispel insecurity among the travelling women.

Before me, my learned colleagues have reflected on various important issues facing Indian Railways. I would not like to
repeat them. I would rather like to present an overview of the state of Konkan Railways, which has been the lifeline of my
constituents-, the people of Konkan in Maharashtra. With several on going projects and schemes to modernize the Indian
Railways and with steps augmenting number of train services, streamlining and gearing up freight movement and
increasing the connectivity of the Railways to the far flung corners. Hon. Minister for Railway is doing a commendable job
and I request him to give some priority to Konkan Railways in his scheme of things.

As Hon. Members are aware, the sole purpose of Konkan Railway was to link the people of this region with Mumbai city as well
as other parts of the country, to make the transportation of goods and movement of people easier and faster. But in reality, the
people of South mostly Mangalore and Goa regions are more benefited. The irony is that the Konkan Railway which was
conceived by the visionary leaders of Konkan and was named after Konkan region is hardly catering to the needs of the people of
this region. The saddest part is that most mail/express trains do not stop in many important stations of the region and there is
hardly any reservation quota for the people of Konkan region in the trains that pass through this region. Even the facilities of
Town Booking Agents (TBAs) in the Konkan Railways are proposed to be dispensed with, creating a lot of inconvenience to the
commuting public. As a result, the majority of the people of this region who are below poverty line (BPL), are facing
insurmountable difficulties. Besides, Konkan has rich tourism potential because of its natural resources. Rail facilities must help
tap the potential for the economic wellbeing of the people of the region and also the country. Therefore, I seek the special
attention for Konkan from our Railways Minister from economic and tourism points of view.

I once again crave the indulgence of the Railway Minister to keep the needs of the people of Konkan while replying to the
Rail Budget discussion.
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*SHRI S. SEMMALAI (SALEM): Indian Railways, the world's ninth largest employer with over 1.4 million employees, is
planning to invest Rs.63,368 crore this year, primarily on expansion of tracks and improving passenger safety. The Railway
Minister has said 500 km of new Railway lines would be built and 450 km narrow and medium gauge lines would be
converted into broad gauge in 2013-14 fiscal.

Well, it is a laudable announcement. Will the Railway Minister keep up his promise? I doubt very much. Many of the
announcements made in the previous Railway Budget remain mostly on paper only, why? In 2002-03, the Railways suffered
a loss of Rs.4955 crores. In 2011-12, the loss was to the tune of 22500 crore a nearly five year time higher figure. In 2012-
13, the loss is likely to be 24600 crore as admitted by the Railway Minster. With such mounting losses, I ask, where is the
feasibility to implement grandiose projects?

The Rail Budget has disappointed the poor and the middle class who use the rail travel most. The Minister's claim that the
fares have not been hiked is a cock and bull story as it was already done in January 2013. After 17 years a Congress
Minister presenting a Railway Budget raised much hope. But it vanished, as the budget turned about to be a damp squib,



with no relief to passengers and no proposal to accelerate growth.

However, I welcome the Hon'ble Railway Minister's focus on cleanliness, taking up 104 stations for cleanliness and adding
bio-toilets in more trains. The innovative announcements of e-ticketing through mobile phone, women passenger safety and
improving the catering system, if as promised, implemented would really made Indian Railway a more welcome corporate
entity.

In 1997, the Railway announced broad gauge conversion work in Senkottai-Punalur division. Another BG conversion work on
Madurai-Bodi Section around in 2009. Palani-Pollachi gauge conversion work, Dindigul-Kottayam Broad Gauge and Madurai-
Aruppukottai-Tutucorin Broad Gauge conversion work have neither been started nor completed by Railways. I am quoting a
few projects remaining unimplemented because railways have not allocated sufficient funds. On seeing the Railway Budget,
I was totally disappointed that Salem Railway Division is fully neglected. No announcement is there about the new trains to
be started from Salem to various states and particularly to the southern districts of Tamil Nadu. As an MP of Salem
constituency, I appeal to the Hon'ble Railway Minister to operate more trains from Salem to the needy places.

For the ongoing new rail line projects in Tamil Nadu, a sum of Rs.2431 crores is absolutely required. But the
allocation for the projects is a mere Rs.108 crore in this year's budget. Without allocating any amount, the Railway Minster
announced construction of new rail line between Sriperumbudur-Guduvanchery. With great dismay I am constrained to
point out that some six years, the Hon. Railway Minister announced a new rail line from Chennai-Cuddalore via
Mahabalipuram, covering a distance of 150 km. The total cost of the project was Rs.800 crore. Till date, Rs.9 crore has
been allotted. This year, an amount of Rs.20 crore has been allocated. Against an outlay of Rs.227 crore required to
construct new rail line from Thindivanam to Thiruvannamali announced a few year back, only a sum of Rs.72 crore has been
allocated and in this year's budget, the allocation was Rs.20 crore only.

What I want to stress is that Railway Minister, in succession used to make attractive announcements during presentation
of Railway budget without sufficient funds allocation to Tamil Nadu. It is only a mere paper announcement and no concrete
action. Thus, most of the projects remain only on paper. Hon'ble CM of Tamil Nadu Puratchi Thalaivi Amma has aptly
described Railway Budget as disappointing. "Totally lacks any long term perspective with regard to infrastructure
development in the country. So far as the high speed freight corridor has been proposed in Peninsular India including Tamil
Nadu, which is crying need of the region".

Hence, I think the Railway Minister has tried, but failed miserably to present a good budget.
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*SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Last decade was very important in the history of Indian Railway where
railway managed to provide services to the country without any substantial increase in the passenger fare. We were very
hopeful about performance of Indian Railway in last year because of railway showing willingness for structural changes,
modernization and safety. Constitution of high level committees, mentioning of the recommendation of committees in the
rail budget speech and to some extent budgetary provisions actually raised our expectations from the Indian Railway. But
we have to say unfortunately that though railway figures shows promising growth, the performance of Railway was not up
to the elevated expectations. We strongly feel that the coming year is going to be the most crucial year for railway
considering its recent past. The organization/Ministry with the glorious history of 150 years is looking at year 2013-14 with
the hope of economical stability, safety and modernization. Overall, recent figures shows that the total revenue increased
by 20% as compared with same period last year but the railway could not show the considerable improvement in
decreasing operating ratio to targeted 85%. Safety is still crucial issue for railway. Rail Budget is generally well known for
announcement and promises of many new lines improvements and progressive steps but people look at these promises
with suspicion and are always doubt whether these promises will be reality within justified time.

Safety is the area most talked about and least done in the past five years. We had vision 2020, High Level Safety
Review Committee, expert group for modernization and since last budget every document and speeches of different railway
ministers are constantly mentioning giving first priority to safety and mentioned budgetary provision for it. In spite of all
these expert committees and commitments of Hon. Railway Ministers, budgetary provisions for safety measures and
accidents related to railway tells different story.

Mumbai suburban rail only has death toll of 6000 people every year i.e. Average 16 people per day. We must look at
urgent action to avoid these death tolls. There is no practice of effective independent safety regulation by an independent
agency separate from operations. Indian Railway's Safety Council/Commission needs to be the real watchdog with greater
powers of inspection, suggestions and to take actions. Kakodkar Committee recommended increasing the power of this
commission but we do not see considerable results in last one year.

The safety measures strongly recommended to adopt an advanced signaling system based on continuous track
circuiting and cab signaling similar to European train control system Level-II on the entire trunk routes of about 19000 route
kilometers. The house would like to know progress in these recommendations. After several directions from courts, reports
of high level committees on safety, expert's opinion and several speeches of the respected members, there is no evident
improvement in response time after accident. We are loosing the most precious Golden Hour after accident takes place.
Emergency medical services near railway premises are not established and where these services are available through
other bodies they are not used properly.

We have seen increase in passenger fare after almost a decade. The increment was also not realistic considering the
functioning for last few years. Considering the present situation there is no need to specially justify the fare hike also there
is no point in opposing the fare hike by any means with ideology.

Railway Ministry has also taken decision to round up the ticket fare to multiples of Rs. 5/-. We request the Hon. Minister to
revisit this decision. Railway is the transport route for common man in the country. Many travelers travel with the daily fare
of Rs. 5/- especially in Mumbai local. Our minimum currency unit used in retail is 50 paise. It seems really unfair for railway
to round up to an amount which is 10 times that of minimum retail coin in the market. Reason given for this rounding up is
shortage of change on the ticket counters and ease in operations accounts. We don't found the reason to justify for such a
large network like railway which can easily manage for change on the counters with high level deluge with banks instead of
charging from the commuters.

After making this provision on the ticket windows, Railway has to charge the same amount for online reservation
through IRCTC where electronic transfer of money happens and there is no issue of availability of change. The increment
happened a couple of months before the railway budget. It would have been following good practice if the proposal was
introduced during the Railway Budget.



After the Sam Pitroda Committee's report, everyone was expecting Indian Railway to be in a new Avatar.. ..We think
that Indian Railway tried hard for the same, but, we have to say that the progress in modernization is very slow after a
year. Technologies, tracks upgradation, signaling system doesn't show tangible results which is evident with the number of
mishaps. We are aware that the railway has to maintain its existing overburdened system and keep it running while taking
up the agenda of modernization.

Present environment on Indian Railways reveals a grim picture of inadequate performance largely due to poor
infrastructure and resources and lack of empowerment at the functional level. Present form of railway organization is more
centralized, top heavy and hierarchical along departmental lines much to the detriment of a functional and objective
oriented organization. The commitment and passion of its strong workforce of 13.62 lakhs though commendable has done
little to translate into productive action due to present environment IR has to be energized with a new type of work culture.

The Railway Board has the unique distinction of being the rule maker, operator and the regulator, all wrapped into
one. Functioning of Railway borad needs to be streamlined. IR being the agglomerations of institutions in itself it is very
difficult to procure information of railway operations by common passenger and concerned person. We are looking forward
for railways to periodically publish actions taken on safety measures which will keep them up to date with the information
and also to spread the feeling of safety.

Proactive dialogue with common people/passengers: Though Railway is a Government function, it is using age old
methods to communicate with the people i.e. announcements at railway stations and printed messages in railway premises
which are mainly for warning. Different railway committees are the only platforms for railways to have real communication
with the passengers or people who are not railway staff. We expect railway to create discussion platforms for general
people so as to spread the information of modern technologies it is adapting, different services it is providing. Railways can
also come up with small booklets to update the passengers with the fastest development. Railway premises are one of the
top spots to sell of magazines, newspapers and books which will be helpful for railway in this endeavour. This will certainly
help Railway to establish good relations with the common people.

Railway commuters have been constantly complaining about catering services in railways. IR has taken a welcome
step to launch a toll free number for complaints regarding catering services like food quality and overcharging. Complaint
mechanism and departmental monitoring mechanisms are different things altogether. We hope that the Railway will have
its own quality control system for aligned services for ensuring better services to the commuters.

Goods transport constitutes major revenue for railway. But porters which constitute major labour force in the entire
goods transport are not provided basic facilities. They are not railway employees in legal terms and thus railway can easily
say that it doesn't have legal obligation to provide any amenities to them. But they spend their work period in the railway
premises and its railway's social responsibility to provide basic facilities to all the people who has their workplace as
railway premises. We have been mentioning this issue constantly in the last few rail budget speeches but, on field, there is
no considerable improvement.

Railway is said to be in bad economic situation by many media personnel and some of the Hon. Railway Ministers
themselves. Considering this fact, the figures of earning are not too disappointing if railway has to run its business as it is
doing today. But the entire nation looks at Railway with the expectation of ever evolving and upgrading mechanism. In this
context railway has plans pending for thousands of crores. Thus, we cannot be satisfied with the existing performance of
increase in earning only. There is no doubt that the finance ministry should continue its policy of supporting basic
infrastructure for development, for which railway is very important components. We would request the hon. Finance
Minister to provide sufficient funds for long term development of railways.

Railway has proposed different models for raising funds which includes public's contribution and PPP models. But,
considering the railways way of functioning (which is autonomous to a larger extend), proceeding with reputed corporate
for PPP models are finding difficulties.

Railway's communication with other local bodies and state governments is also very slow and workable agreements
are taking long time than expected. Railway needs to develop market oriented outlook if it has to raise funds from market.
RORO type of goods trains on truck routes on Konkan Railway (Loading trucks at Kolad — 150 km. away from Mumbai and
transporting these entire trucks through railway up to Mangalore) is found helpful for the industry and the railway. If such
routes can be organized through terminus outside main city on routes of Mumbai-Delhi/Ahmedabad/Pune/Kolkata/Chennai
routes under which loaded trucks can save valuable petroleum fuel and thereby foreign currency. Railway should think of
expanding this RORO service on other viable routs.

Commercial Utilization of Land: Indian Railway network occupies a land area measuring about 10.65 lakh acres.



Ninety per cent of this land is directly under utilization and the vacant land (measuring about 1.13 lakh acres) is mostly in
the form of a narrow strip along tracks which railways have been utilizing, or plan to utilize, for its expansion. 55 sites
having area of 154 hectare amenable for commercial development have been identified. As the commercial development is
a market driven activity, to be undertaken with the approval of the State Governments/local authorities, assessment of
revenue generation can only be done when specific schemes are taken up for development.

Declaring Pune-Lonavla-Daund-Jejuri as Suburban zone: Because of the high density of population in Pune's urban areas
and continuous influx of population people are preferring to live in nearby areas, even up to Daund-Lonavala. There is high
number of people who commute daily from these routes to Pune city for daily work. All these parameters are sufficient to
declare Pune-Lonavala-Daund-Jejuri as Suburban zone. We request you to do proper survey to check possibilities in this
direction.

Third track between Pune and Lonavala: Proposal was approved in 2011-12 Budget but progress is unsatisfactory.
This line is practically working as a suburban line but with current infrastructure, frequency is of 1 to 2 hours. Double Track
with Electrification on Pune-Miraj-Kolhapur, Double Track with electrification on Daund Manmad Section and Double Track
on Karjat Panvel Section.

Introduction of New Shuttle Service between Pune-Jejuri/Nira: Pune has grown very fast towards Saswad-Jejuri
areas. There are thousands of people travelling through State Transport, other public transport systems and private service
providers. All these options are highly expensive and are not environment friendly. We demand for urgent Shuttle Service on
this route.

Reservation Facility at Pimpri, Chinchwad and Akurdi Stations: Pimpri-Chinchwad is an independent municipal
corporation with population of 17.5 lakh population which commute directly from these stations or from Pune. There is
urgent need for reservation facilities at these railway stations.

New Trains for Pune-Mumbai: Pune-Mumbai continues to be highest revenue earning and most busy rail network. As
per the reply during ZRUCC (CR) meeting, trains cannot be started during 1000 to 1500 hrs due to maintenance of track
between Pune and Lonavala sections. I urge to relook this decision and increase frequency on this road.

Pune-Mumbai return Ticket: As there is high number of people travelling between Pune and Mumbai, Railway was
providing return ticket valid for one day for return journey. Somehow this practice is stopped. Considering the conveyance
of both, the passengers and railway administration, this service can be started immediately. (There is already provision for
season ticket between Pune-Mumbai, thus there should be not technical problem to start this service).

Pune-Kolhapur Shatabdi Express: Pune and Kolhapur is a duo of cities in vicinity with high number of passengers.
Presently, because of four lane highway travel time by road is reduced to 4-4.5 hrs. On the other hand trains passing these
two stations are slower and run with inconvenient time for these cities. Thus Shatabdi train should be started for this route.

Pune-Ratnagiri-Wawantwadi Superfast Train: Pune is a growing city and Konkan is major tourist attraction and it is
emerging as industrial area. Thus connectivity for these regions is very important for the state as a whole. Because of Ghat
of Sahyadri, road connectivity is very inconvenient and unsafe. Thus a Pune Ratnagiri-Sawantwadi Superfast train will boost
economic development and tourism at the same time. This route can be planned between Lonavala-Karjat-Panvel-Roha-
Khed-Chiplun-Ratnagiri.

Pune-Shirdi Express via Ahmedanagar: An important route to connect manor city to the pilgrimage.

Connectivity of Jejuri to Maharashtra: Jejuri is one of the most busiest pilgrimage for the common people from entire
Maharashtra. Railway should have intensive plan to connect Jejuri with major stations in Maharashtra.

Other routes of Importance are : Pune-Surat intercity express-with timings 6.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Pune-Surat & 2.30
p.m. to 9.30 p.m. Surat-Pune; Pune-Chennai Superfast Express ; Pune-Bangalore Superfast express via Miraj and Belgaum ;
Pune-Bhusaval-Akola-Amravati Express ; Pune-Jammu via Kalyan Vasai Vadodara-Ahmedabad-Jaipur-Jalandhar ; Pune-
Guwahati Superfast Train.

Frequency of trains to be increased: 11096-Pune-Jodhpur Ahimsa Express; 12263 Pune Delhi Duranto Express; Pune
Ahmedabad Duranto Express; 11097 Poorna Express; 12520 Pune Ernakulum Express; 12135 Pune-Lucknow Express;
12939 Pune Jaipur Express via Ratlam-Sawai Madhvpur.

We are thankful to Railway for taking up steps like, Central Railway sending proposal to Railway Board for approval of
flag/halt stations at Tanshet and Umbermali on Kalyan Kasara section ; declaring introduction of 22 EMU suburban trains
between Thane-Karjat and Thane-Kasara Section (Declared in budget speech of 2010-11).



New Independent Railway zone for Mumbai: Railway has its own administrative setup and the divisions of railway

are established as per this set up. But considering the statistics from Mumbai which comprises 1/3 of railway's
passengers every day, constitutes major chunk of revenue through passenger transport. There is an urgent need to
consider Mumbai as a separate zone so that the commuters from Mumbai will get the due priority in railway planning and it
will be easier to manage the railway in one major city by single unit.

MUTP -I has completed and MUTP II is progressing. We could see work gong on some components of MUTP II are
even completed but the pace of these projects is very slow. MUTP can be seen more in discussions than on the field. Indian
Railway needs to speed up the process of MUTP.

I request the Indian Railway to consider following demands for Mumbai's suburban Railways:

-Reducing gaps between train and platforms-Local trains running in peak hours put people in dangerous situation because
of rush. There is huge gap between railway coach and the platform which is very dangerous for passenger rushing for the
train. Many times people are agitated because of this issue and many MPs from Mumbai is following up with the issue with
local railway officers. This is high time the ministry should take urgent call to raise the height of the platforms on urgent
basis and issue orders in this effect immediately.

- Giving stops at Kapar in Dombivali, between Thane and Kalyan stations to Mail/Express train running through Vasai Road
stations and Konkan Railway.

- Provision of double exit system at heavy rush suburban stations like Dadar, Thane, Dombivali, Kalyan, Bandra, Andheri
and Borivali stations for convenience of passengers and to prevent the mishaps.

- Considerable number rail accidents and deaths in Mumbai suburban stations is because of crossing the tracks. Foot over
bridges which work well for long distance trains are found inconvenient for local transport in Mumbai. Railway should take
policy decision to have subways instead of over bridges for convenience of passengers.

- Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation has the responsibility of development of ambitious railway projects in Mumbai. But it is
found that there is ample scope to improve coordination between MMRDA and Ministry of Railways for effective functioning
and fast completion of projects. We urge both the agencies to come forward with positive mindset to address urgent needs
for Mumbai's Railways.

Konkan Railway is the most ambitious project of Indian Railway and an engineering marvel. The entire state of
Maharashtra was please when the first Konkan Railway started in approximately 20 years back. The Konkan Railway is
playing key role in connecting Konkan to Mumbai and industrial and business development in the region. But, we as a state
had to hope to connect with the region of Konkan beyond the mountains of Sahyadri which is also one of the most
important tourist regions of the state. Maharashtra as a state not only shares on language but it has cultural bonds too and
we expect railway to consider this fact while planning it. After two decades of starting the Konkan Railway we can see that
in practice, Konkan region is not connected to any of the major city in Maharashtra except Mumbai. Konkan Railway is an
independent Unit of Railway, thus it is very easy to see the connectivity with rest of the Maharashtra with Railway
parameters. There are requests to connect specific cities to places in Konkan but if urged that serious stock taking is
required and fundamental actions are needed to connect Konkan to other cities in the state.

At last, I urge the Hon. Rail Minister and the Railway Ministry to consider the demands from Maharashtra to improve
rail services in the state.
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*SHRI 0.S. MANIAN (MAYILADUTHURAI): Indian Railways with so many technology developments have been not
able to match the speed in comparison to other countries where the trains average a speed of above 650 kms per hour. Out
of the 14 new trains announced for Tamil Nadu, most of them are not daily, it is some times weekly once or twice weekly. I
would like to know as to how many trains run daily?

Also so many new projects have been announced budget after budget without any time lines? There has been many heldup
due to issues in land acquisitions. There is also no time line on conversion of metre gauge to broad gauge.

The railway compartments in the train are very badly maintained even in AC compartments and also the unreserved
compartments are very less. The number of coaches for them has also to be increased. The facilities at station has also to
be developed. Even today there are number of stations where there is no basic amenities like toilets etc. The platforms of
many railway stations are not fully covered with the over head roof. In some places even the platform is not lengthy enough
for the passengers to board the train. Thus it is creating huge problems to the senior citizens and children. Most of the
railway stations are not having retiring rooms and the existing retiring rooms are not maintained properly.

We should have railway engineering/repairing department in each and every important city which we do not have at
present. The engine needs to be towed to far off places for repairs creating problems in maintaining the railway coaches.

The Railway Minster should conduct periodical meetings with the Hon'ble Members of Parliament along with the concerned
officials of the Railway department to hear the views of the commuters. It will be very much useful to rectify the mistakes
immediately.

Many of the trains start at night and reaches the destination in the morning. After that the coaches are lying at the yards.
There coaches may be used as passenger train for the nearly destinations which will be very much useful for the general
public.

There are huge unmanned level crossings in all over the country which cause huge accidents resulting loss of life. The
Government should come forward to construct ROBs in such places to avoid such accident atleast in future.

In Chennai 'Thirisoolam' Railway station is situated just opposite to Chennai Meenambakkam Airport. Passengers coming
from southern part of Tamil Nadu are to get down at Thambaram and to board in EMUs to reach 'Thirisoolam' which
creates huge problem. We already requested the Hon'ble Minister of Railways several times for the stoppage of all express
trains coming from south part of Tamil Nadu for a minute to facilitate those persons who are taking air journeys for several
parts of the country. An assurance have already been given by the Minister of Railways in this House and it is not
implemented till now. I once again request the Hon'ble Minister of Railways to take immediate action for stoppage of all
express trains at 'Thirisoolam' Railway Station at Chennai.

SHRI MOHAMMED E.T. BASHEER (PONNANI): Thank you for giving me this opportunity. I would like to say that the State
of Kerala has been ignored in the Railway Budget. We are totally disappointed. Even though we are not satisfied, we have
not lost the hope. We still maintain the hope because we are having that much of confidence in the hon. Minister. After the
submission of the Budget, he had given us a patient hearing to our MPs from Kerala. He had given enough time to our Chief
Minister and to our Ministers. He had given us a very good hearing. We hope that we will get some relief in his reply. We
are anxiously waiting for that.

As far as Kerala is concerned, we all know that Kerala is the only State in India where there is no exclusive railway zone.
We have been demanding for that for years together but that has not yet been materialized.

Similarly, Sir, we know that doubling, electrification and automatic signal system is very much essential for the
development of the railways. There are many pending proposals. Unfortunately, that has not been given serious
consideration so far. We had a discussion with the hon. Minister and he himself admitted that something substantial would
be done this time.

As far as introduction of new trains are concerned, we are having a lot of grievances. Considering the time constraint, I do
not want to go into the details.

In the previous Railway Budget speech, the Minister had mentioned about the passenger amenities but they have not yet
been materialized.

Similarly, Railway Medical College at Thiruvananthapuram, Coach factory at Palakkad, Wagon factory at Cherthala etc. are



also moving at a very dead slow pace. I humbly suggest that expeditious action may kindly be taken in this regard.

As far as Rajdhani Express is concerned, it connects the State capital to the National capital. From our State, one Rajdhani
Express is running. In Kerala, it is having stoppage in all the districts except Kasargod and Malappuram districts.

16.00 hrs

Geographically and population-wise, Malappuram is the biggest district in Kerala. So, Rajdhani stoppage may kindly be
allowed at Malappuram and Kasargod. I have got some other suggestions about stoppage of trains, which I do not want to
elaborate at this juncture.

Towards the end, I wish to point out one thing. Railway is the biggest employer in the country. It has 14 lakh employees.
According to the Sachar Committee Report, representation of minority in the railway employment is just about 4.5 per cent.
I humbly request the hon. Minister to review the situation. How far have we progressed in that? That also may kindly be
taken into consideration.

We admit the limitation of the railways. We are having fund constraint. We require Rs.4.00 lakh crore even to complete the
announced projects. In addition to that, we have the Sam Pitroda Commission Report is also there. We require huge
commitment for that also. In spite of all this, he is doing his level best to have better performance in the Railways.
Anyhow, I humbly submit once again that the case of Kerala requires sympathetic consideration. We hope that in the reply
of the hon. Minister, he would give due consideration to this.

SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY (GUWAHATI): Madam, I want to say that the Budget speech of the Railway Minister is
a very good piece of prose. I must appreciate it. But it is without any substance. It is because the Railway has a huge
network and it covers the entire country. While preparing the Railway Budget, the hon. Minister must think of the entire
map of India, entire nook and corner of the country. What I have seen in the Budget is that only some portion of the
country has been given importance and not all.

The entire North-Eastern Region is a land locked area. The railway is the only connectivity. It is the only connection by
which people can go from the North-Eastern region and come to the North Eastern region. In this Budget, no railway line
has been sanctioned. No industry of the railways has been given. The hon. Minister has simply repeated what is already
there. Nothing is completed. You will be surprised to know that one railway line from Lumding to Barak Valley in Assam,
which is called Badarpur, is a bottleneck. It took 17 years to complete a line. But it has not been completed yet. There is no
rail line for the proper Arunachal Pradesh. There is just one train Parushrama Ganga Express. The hon. Minister has to
extend the line to Parushrama Ganga where lots of people not only from all over the country but from the world go there for
pilgrimage. It is just a question of extension of a few kilometres.

I want to mention one thing. A train originates from the Guwahati junction at a right time. Guwahati is the only junction
where all the trains start. The trains start at a right time but there is a delay of seven to eight hours while it arrives at the
destination. One hon. Member was saying that in Japan if the train is one minute late, the Government is held responsible.
They have to give explanation. But who is responsible for this delay of eight to ten hours? Who will give the explanation?
These are the points. It is about the long distance trains. It takes two to three days to reach the destination. If there is a



delay of eight to ten hours, what will be the condition of the passengers?
16.04 hrs (Dr. Girija Vlyas in the Chair)

The North-Eastern region has sensitive States. The General Manager should be a sensitive person. One hon. Member was
saying that he had written hundreds of letters but he did not get any response. The same is the condition with us. We get a
very little response from the General Manager who is posted there.

Another thing is that the coaches in the trains coming from North Eastern region are in a dilapidated condition. I was
informed by some people of the Railway Department that these coaches are sent to the trains running in North Eastern
region. If it is so, it is very unfortunate.

We have been praying for electrification of the line repeatedly. I have been praying to the Government for
electrification in my speech on the Railway Budget for the last four years. However, electrification of Assam trains has not
even been started. The other point is that this is a broad gauge line. Towards the northern parts of Assam, we have one
hon. Minister from Arunachal Pradesh here, it connects with the Arunachal Pradesh. In that area there is only one line and
that is also of metre gauge. During the season of floods, trains cannot be operated there. So, the hon. Minister should think
about it in a positive way, in a scientific way and ensure that the trains run smoothly. The broad gauge line should be
completed within a fixed time frame. Otherwise it will not be completed.

The project of a bridge over Brahmaputra, that is the Bogibeel bridge, was an ambitious project started during the
time of Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee. It has not yet been completed. The work is also substandard. Madam, in many parts of
the country, trains are run on concessional rates, for example to and from to Delhi and other important cities. We want that
one Garib Rath from Guwahati to Kolkata and Guwahati to Delhi should be started. If the hon. Minister introduces it, it will
be very helpful for the people because most of the people travel from Guwahati to Kolkata and Guwahati to Delhi and to the
other places. This is very important. I think the hon. Minister will take care of it.

Guwahati has become a very congested city. Land available there is very small and limited because on one side of the city
is river Brahmaputra and on the other side are mountains. If possible, the hon. Minister may think of providing metro rail
connectivity between Guwahati city and the suburban areas. This is also very important.

Madam, I want to mention again something regarding the northern part of Assam. Rail connectivity in the Districts of
Darrang, Sonitpur, Dhemaiji, and Lakhimpur which connect with Arunachal Pradesh, is almost zero. No new trains have
been sanctioned by the hon. Minister to connect those Districts. It is very unfortunate because most of the people want to
travel by train because it is cheaper. Due to the high price of diesel, it has become very difficult for the poor people to
travel by bus. They have got no other means to travel except trains. If all the Districts are connected by train, it will be very
helpful for the people of Assam.

There is only a metre gauge train as I have mentioned just now. If you travel by train to these areas, you will feel that you
are in the first century or second century of the civilisation. It is like that, Madam. It is very unfortunate. Moreover, there
are nearly fifty lakh unemployed youths in the entire Northeastern region.

Madam, through you I want to draw the attention of the hon. Railway Minister to what I have to say. If he is not interested
in listening to us, why should we speak at all? If he is not interested in listening to any of our requests, to any of our
speeches ...(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): Madam Chairman, each and every word of what the hon.
Member is saying is being recorded. Sometimes what happens is that some Members even from opposition side come up
and ask me for something and I have to respond to that. It is quite possible that it could be you. I have not said earlier that
Members have been trying to do that. Three Members from your side have come up to me, gave me papers and wanted to
talk to me. Since every word of what you are saying is being recorded, wherever it is necessary I will respond to it. So,
please do not make an issue out of it.

MADAM CHAIRMAN : Everybody was listening. Please conclude now.

SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY : I am referring here to the point that there are 50 lakhs of unemployed youths in the
North-Eastern region.

MADAM CHAIRMAN : Please wind up.



SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY : I am concluding. They have got no other means and they ask for employment in the
Railways. But you will be surprised to know that hardly 5-10 per cent get jobs in the Railways. During the time of Kumari
Mamata Banerjee, she declared in the Parliament that 50 per cent of jobs will be given to the people of the North-Eastern
region, whenever there will be some vacancies. But nothing happened thereafter. The vacancies in the North-Eastern
region are being filled up by the people of the other States. This is very unfortunate and I am very sorry. I am, of course,
sorry, Mr. Minister, I was very much perturbed by this situation. They apply for jobs in the Railways; they appeared in the

interview also, but they never get the jobs; all are talented people — some people passed M.A., and some are degree
holders. But they took very sub-standard people — I can prove it also.

So, through you Madam, I would request the hon. Railway Minister that he should take care of the North-Eastern region.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.
SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVARTY : I am just concluding.

This region is surrounded by various foreign countries. So, if the hon. Railway Minister takes care of the North-Eastern
region, the people of North-Eastern region can survive; otherwise not. It is in your hands.
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*SHRI HARIBHAU JAWALE (RAVER): I want to express my sincere emotions on Rail Budget presented on 26/02/2013
by Hon. Minister Shri, Pawan Kumar Bansalji.

Firstly, I oppose increase and imposing of different types of surcharges levied by back door on Railway Customers. Increase
in cancellation charges of tickets is improper because there not, occupancy of seat happens in cancellation of ticket. In this
budget Hon. Rail Minister doesn't give anything to railway consumers, he has only made provisions to collect money from
all the railway consumers. The passenger fare is the main income-generating source of the Railway. Likewise goods
transport earning is better source of income to railway. In past there is always growth in goods transport earning and
increase in fare of goods also increased in budget as well as occasionally round a year.

Railway's routine operating systems, punctuanlity, stations management, cleanliness in running trains and maintenance of
the other infrastructure facilities with the developmental and progressive work in Railway will not be done due to restriction
imposed on the income itself. Financial provision to sanctioned works is not sufficient to complete that work. Even tender
process too can't done by some insufficient financial provision of some works. In Railway Budget, the Government have not
proposed any concrete proposals for the up-gradation of the farmers by providing them proper facilities for transporation of
their agricultural produce. For smooth transport of horticulture produce there is not any relief and service stated in budget.
On the contrary, there is increase in fare of horticulture train. There are no proper loading and unloading bay, improper and
small goods sheds without maintenance and lacking for the minimal facilities like lighting, drinking water for
loaders/coolies, no proper approach road for goods sheds, improver covered sheds for the material in goods sheds. There
was a train from Dadar station to travel Bhusaval, Itarsi, Bhopal at 11.45 pm daily basis Train No. 11057/11058, but Central
Railway Authority had changed the departure station of this train from Dadar to Lokmanaya Tilak Terminus. All the Public
Representatives, VIP's, Businessman's travel by this train. Everyone can easily catch this train from Dadar station and
timing also was very gracious to complete the journey of Mumbai within a day. There is heavy demand from all Public
Representatives and Businessmen to start new train from Dadar to Bhopal on same time i.e. 11.45 pm every day.
Considering the demand, we hope it will completed by Hon. Railway Minsiter.

The facility for reservation before 120 days should be restricted to some proportions. Partly quota for reservations should
be made available before seven days and the rest before two days for tatkal to accommodate all types of passengers, as
every passenger cannot plan their journey before the four months in advance.

I put forward my demands and request to envisage the matter. The following are some important issues to be taken care
off in due course of time and I am sure Hon. Minsiter Pawan Kumar Bansal will certainly help to resolve these issues.

1. Introduction of Train between Dadar and Bhopal on same time of Train No. 11057/58 i.e. 11.45 pm from Dadar
everyday.

2. 50% relief in fare of Horticulture train to all farmers.
3. Establishment of Horticulture Coach and Rail Neer manufacturing plant at Bhusaval.

4. There is huge demand of LTT-Haridwar Train. Currently train no. 11071/72 travel twice in week, this Pilgramage
joiner train must be run on daily basis at earliest.



5. Shegaon and Pandharpur are holy pilgrimage in Maharashta state. There is demand to start passenger train between
Shegaon and Pandharpur.

6. Please provide one Rajdhani Express to cover these stations which may either be terminated at Pune, Shirdi, Nanded
or at Mumbai to cover Nasik City (the fourth very important and industrially developed Metro in Maharashtra State).

7. Commercial and Operational halt must be provided to newly announced of train between Mumbai-H. Nizamuddin.
8. Construction of goods shed sanctioned at Bodwad (BDWD) Railway station.

9. Train No. 17639/40 Akola-Kacheguda must be enhanced up to Bhusaval Railway station as this train halts at Akola
for 11 hours.

10.There is huge demand of train between Bhusaval and Mumbai. Train No. 12101/12102 Rajyarani Express must be
extended up to Bhusaval Railway Station.

11.Full Financial Grant must be provided to Central Railway for compelte work of Foot Over Bridge at Bhusaval Station.
12.Stoppage to Train No. 12135/36 Nagpur-Pune Express must be provided at Nandura Railway Station.

13.Stoppage to Train No. 12859/60 Gitanjali Express be provided at Malkapur station.

14.Stoppage to Train No. 12149/50 Patna-Pune Express must be provided at Raver Railway station.,

15.Stoppage of Train No. 11071/72 Kamayani Express must continue at Raver Station on permanent basis for both Up
and Down side.

16.The 50% concessional fare awarded for Senior Citizen women for travelling in all classes of Railway may further be
enhanced to every lady irrespective of age.

17.To provide New Jan-Sadharan starting from Bhusawal during daytime (starting at about 8.00 AM) for travelling of
ladies alone to Mumbai with children, the long standing demands of the civilians of Jalgaon District. This is very long
lasting demand of passengers.

18.To provide the facilities of toilets on the platforms where it is still pending. And increase the number of toilets on the
stations where it is already provided with keeping close control over cleanliness.

19.Computerized Reservation window at Savda Railway Station of Bhusaval Division.

20.To provide the sufficient Booking Window for the current as well as Reservation Counters specially considering the
peak season time or the peak time of the trains.

21.Station and Display Board should be such placed to easily visible and readable, as the trains halt for any station is
very short. Sufficient lighting may be provided for clear visibility at night.

22.As the passenger traffic is increasing day by day, it is necessary to provide more coaches for every running train.
Hence I request the Minister to please increase the rack length of all trains as it has already operated for some
trains.

23.As there are only two general coaches for all the Express and Mail trains and train halt on many of the stations is for
very short time passengers find very difficult to board the train. Because of this passengers hurriedly board in the
sleeper class coaches and being penalized by the checking squade. Hence I request to issue sleeper class tickets
without reservations for current booking for all the mail/express trains.

24.1 request Hon. Minister to please introduce one new Jan Sadharan Express stopping at a small station like Pachora
and Nandura from Bhusawal to Pune to cater better and cheap journey for students. Or at least extend the Pune
passenger terminating at Manmad to Bhusawal.

25.As 12719/12720 Hyderabad-Ajmer Express is passing on loop line from Bhusawal and not hatling commercially at
Busawal should be made available for passengers travelling from Bhusawal and near by vicinity to Ajmer.

26.1 request Hon. Minister that there is lot of Railway's own land available at Busawal DRM to establish the
manufacturing unit of Cold storage Wagon Built up Factory at Bhusawal. This will facilitate the better, safest and
fastest railway transportation of largest agricultural produce in this area such as Banana at Raver-Jalgaon and



grapes at close vicinity of Nasik.

27.To provide the Air Conditioned Cargo station at Savda and Raver (the largest growers and suppliers of Banana in
Jalgaon District of Maharashtra state in the country) for faster transportation of highly perishable and the cheapest
fruit, Banana.

28.To consider the Helper-Vendor working for railway's canteen having experienced of 22-25 years and serving the
passengers since long for Railway service regular recruitment under Group IV Category.

29.Extend the Route of Trains 12509/12510 Panchavati Express and 12117/12118 Manmad Ltt Express upto Bhusaval
Station.

30.Free Pass for rail journey must be provided to Florence Nightangle award holder.

3. srfdoc AR 9MT (WIoliet): e6AIG NIRRT ABIGR, 3TUG! S dictol P fore e f&am,

Fsa1, 3 301 golc B dIG DIdol G Wl Alelofl=r ¥cT Al Sfit A Brctr; Fot Soldl DBIeT B3 I, IoIdb ABT U2 I S, Iold f&ct 3 56 Ja, &2
TR GA-Ugg IRt 3ifp uIfeRIkic 3o1cb U 35 2l &) 3oldb el 3 v arsd eft fop I SwIeT 3 Senct vadis @ sifeciss ©%, SAIGT A SRGT
AiAcl & fRIe T8 of PO B A I8 Ul DI al Al fuer o1y V2 ol S, ... (Raaerer)

oft errer gRIrs (F1Rvn): 31 153 i} ot @ ws 3B 37
3. srfdee AR o[l & 3 w1cl St I a1 B2 @M §) MU 1w @16 3 dicien,

3@ sicf} Sft I eroerare Sa1 g b 391 ¥eT goic I 3oalol sl B dgd Pe = 8 32 Aret usel, Aol 1980-81 3 garol aier b oft fob afRmm &
3iG2 ¥c1d o bac3t wol, ag ot ad 2013 3 s T 3311 3l 3R ol el i bacdt frefl; F sl s} Sft o asfee 3 wovrae Sar
) 31T Be10l Ureftud-matrel b forg o6t off, ciftpal BIS ara oidl, Aofiua & e Brefl) ArcIeii Ix=pid} Sft of asi SPE siiw2 6 3l A6 BacH
copl, B Ud dgd a9l aiid 33 3 2 off ARIGT 1 Dt 3 6 &I & fé1u, Isa & fotu Ao 23N Sren it Bret Sy, cifdpor ABKT 28l # At
St 3 GIArRT BN b Aleflua 3 Sl IeT BIa act copll, a6 BIfdel aRlw 3, difdbel $Ah! v BRier Afsie, dfts 3e1 wra bacd! aga ast
HIACI 8, Dollel IR UIefiud 3 sol il s ol T 2l eff fob Doetret 3l ureliue I el Dl baest el sAD! b Bl¥Her Alste A2 AASKT
8Ic] 31 colol bl DUl D2, 3 ATelofl el Si DI SA A Tged YDA ST DI

Alololle #id]} Sil, oteretel diticet IIStol DI Sil §6 &, AFRIE &, IoID! U SAGT DIS olal AHSI ADAL 8| oI Jcf] 3MIE, UK 31Y, PB of AHARA
P ATl DI DI Bt, B ol o1dl| 3pft DS Aol A of Jarn b Geclt B FuR St SRR @I disT 46 @l 3, ToRilaR i Sl ¢
& oaft 3, a1 I Bl =AW ASH A BN, 3A bél bl quig A et 3 It a6 7 3, $A w2 3 M B2 FAA &I, ureiiua oft vorzftsne i suer 3
qa&i A el ©f dere 3 Scft Biert Gecht s &) 33t Fid Sft 3 yrefon 2 6 oo sufdwi sl aens sy, sufeel 3 St PRI <t e smuor
Joll B1eT fob ToRfl3IR 3 Pscil-ARR-UcIdd TaAYA 315 Jol 8l 3| PR 3ol Saciudic AR A DI Golde G AT Usel cId2 3 aldl, dl
3IST 8 @8l 8ld| 31 GwarRd 3 fob Sl Psell-ArolRR-ucTacl BaAYA 8Isd ol 28l 3, $AA cIoIdl g3l c1d DIS 1301 3e1d b dolle, BRI 53
AR DT AATEIG 3l, IAD! 3T Al FCGA A SIS, Al 95 B! dId Bioft dloll AGIeRI - GAUIC BifoRT], 6ol Sacudic BiforR<] iR Jod
fIreT3 33 U PIEI B3| 34 SXI3! b 3M6l drel RT3 Bloll At 3, cIfchol PR elIST AT Usel sii2 DI, Al I el dId ot

UoRAI3R & T2 3 Daoll AIEoN b Ureilua-9Rs el cirsel bl #iel D% AR 33t 3| s ot 32 el dI6 B bac frett 8 &2 = d I8 aa
3011 281 § b urefiu-313c @l et ciisol A S, wiifcs 33 scnd A sRGR 9ga draie 3 et Sird 3) 3ol 2010-2011 & et soic 3 et #d oft
ol 531D Ad bl divurr i efty 3 crolr arsdr g b A BT DI 8l gl & $AfeTT Al it B 331 a1 forerivr ot b divvn wIoft arfae eff) = gt
3ol 3 fop 3T id} Sft 3ol STard 31 SIADT DIS of DIS2 IRAT SIx2 [&Zarosy,

Peret A Dollel arll BiIe ot #f Ad Dol bt divun g3 off; 9IRIG $ADI Ad 8l SR 3, AN Al oldl, cifdpol IeT el Sl 31uol Srarg 3 gATos!
5 o= 331 3) 3Ric v BRI &1, 3 Sat Sfdh ot aga «<t #ist 3 sz 100-150 s1iq 331 oK 3| As T YI6ll eIl 3 3R YRIei! eI 8 b 3ric
@l 8ft IeT cIrsar 3 SST oI, A1g ABIGT-fiG A = alret I 8ff Sits ADd &) AT 3Ric oI 8t 512 earoT 3 3

BRI & cllsll DI, JRID2 UIeHUA-DIoIIe & clloll Dl d5d SAGT MU IFHlG 3 b 3T et icft Tof & Al FART ARG DI JFATEGT 9T
3olhl 3Flc U= 3mu X2 #ff 32 8 3li2 31l oft IAT A FAR SAID DI 3R RAGT &Alol RAD DA DY, WAl 731 3745 3

fOser et 3T Jict Sft of g i eft f5 1,25,000 oiiepfyen e 3 ¢t smosht 331 AR & 3T doie 3 oft It St of =18 s wEt 8 I Streron asAr
g oo & ofiootear dapcifr & 2 o1$ siicpfva Ga1) 3 fopit Irser @ ol o1l cloll drael, R31b G I MU Soll ATEAT &) SIU Sl JASAAR
Afora @3, Fifs ©3 a= Y dlar & b fopeft ez 9 Afdar a1 it 8 3 siferpaR oifopfea adl act st 8| st wisn & w6 Scecy ordt
Brer & safete smu ok U1 Reed Jorre o6 af¥mmun 3 sasfl, doma 3 sdoit s Isar 82 I ol f¥disiol 81 SesT Al 3IesT 3891,



3ITuot FATSTT IR Tolol bt arT Bat 3| $AT DoIet 3R Ufiud Dt FAfSer IC9M6T FoIRN SR &, cifdpor I guia: diser Icorel oIdl dof ure 3| dfser
3¢ 9lol doitol i Sl BRAfRICTST MU Yarss 3 8, Jotdl A A GA Al Jfdee &, Sl sl do o1&l fBreft &) sy s34 AD D2AC 32 3ol SAfeDIRI
P! off D& [P q ISRI 9l AFuD B2 A 8 3R F I APl § b Pl A Afenw asi o1l Predl &) et aid Sit of 3iiz #ff Fifser FeoRT Fotror bt
ayur b1 3, 33 oft 512 2ol aAIf3y;

B3 ARl ol AT T A Bt 3 b B $ fepit vap Iorel Uz el WSt 3adt ) 3y $Ah Blordiel BT o5 Sl Sot it 3orer U2 1o IwRT A
st 25l 8, 33 3P A A Sl DI DI PR 8l ADdI 3, Al oI Slloll AL AL ABI TSI B fAelet 91 81 ) asi bl v s1¢t 2t atier 3 fo6
TEl U2 3Ma3id M 3SR ToIRN ST IcId Dl cTofldrel ¢let of 3P foru I fopen o 3z dar e b Ml e o1dl 3| PR a6 oldl dol
ADAT Al &1 3SR ToIRT S1E, 3 Terdl 63 TRIsST-BbeT As U2 Fsl Bret gt 3 7 dior-ar Aret 3 3y AlsT Bl IoT Wl | dler-ar adiol
uscl Aot freft &) oy Sie Stard & dl A8 a1 # suefl anfae siiz Sics A Sieg 3ol edofidet ¢lar dal ASTb2 A DIH DI ¥ DAV Al ST BT
gl

#idl Sft, uscrarer Jofter PR UL e A Podl oIsdar &l 2 3R IRICRI TR W siics dAsd, Ricar Ase Al *R &) 30l ot 3 fb ad
2020 3 3iierfducs 3 poddl B w62 B2 = Tes U &S UraRpel il 3, 31U HATTetRI Yerel aidt b SR 3, Fict wid Sft oft st I8 8 3o1p
I3 3 Pordt & Ael DI WRWpAR A8 Pocil B bl Raetrst Jerd 3 & 3iie ¥erd B YA A 8l d 316l sl 8, AfeTe Poddt & el DI arel 3]
S8}

312 Sl ol b BI-BIC IS 3, PIAM-9IAISS], BHIY PoIIc] B fore Faut ordrect 3, dSele-digl BaRIyR, Sifh 3Muol dSiee A Terars off den
531 W12 31 DIBT cller MU f3ret sft & 3iiz smuor soIRT ot fpen en 5 3 Aol -dig TaRIYRT & IS & &2 3 A¥don, s 8ff IS fEeraror Bt
PUI D3| PICIPI-IAISGE, Fqui-9IdIsc] ueilud & fe1e &, spAR-9rdrss! & a2 4 #ff smuol Ml f&ars 8 fob 531 #ff 31el DI AsAD A ureilud
qrell IR S[BIGI-S$IARIVIL ¢ol 3MUol eIl I, clfcpol 3ADI FCAel SRV U2 oidl 8 3131 yrefoll & b IADI I¢9I61 SRV U2 8ft ot Dbl PpIfdrer
Pl Sle| AFBICRAL IeTd ICIGl DI DS IARIE §, A &l ol D IAUSI bl AR & a8 feram i Ul frsrar oy @RisT e Il b,
oftelst, dRrast &t oft Aer=me 8, Aftpor SMUP 36! A ;A SARD A TSI o9l 3| Fechi-deior s, ecit-sprRR arser, Secft Swaadt erser
fectt 3 Baaract o Sisdt 3| a6 St 3o 2 508 AlST D B HU I IHID2 3ol AMIY| el DY A agd 3Fals 3 den Riar sft Foror 31 dta
3 oY 2 3 3uctt Aol et cIeIE Sof AT IeorGll W2 bl off g B Bl ordl 2@t 91, Ve B frart &) ocht A ddes, ot A
StFd, fSeett 3 SRR, Sol Slell Sl R 9 38 3D A U dHisd S ol P DIfIer B3, PRI i A6 34 [ S Alelofl udel s1et
Sit e dicft gold 3R & Ad A $A selieh I ol & sl 81 orfl| 31 gt 3eaflc 3 1 31U SA Sl DI YIA-YIA €RAle1 33N 3MUDI dged Iell A
8 3l st 3aaflc & rer a1 Bi¥vn & cllol U DI YT disel R12ed MU GIRI doll B3II SAoll dlad 8| ¥c1d & 14 3 15 eira wetetrsst & cifdpol
Sl et ¥ dif¥ued 8 gal 316l Ao SRPelli¥ed e &l Jfdwn ot 3| dal vaRi?, A3 srEeilRed &l Jfden or&l & sz a8l vaterss Dl Sl
3¢ W2 A 33T DAL USA 3| I3 M3 fAerdt 3 15 531 Jer=n bt ot MU Siect A Sied ATenel ol bt DIl Do Hlelaiiel FHefl Sft v Bler
A et 31 3ol HforRR iRt oI o1, A6 goic A Hdfid odl 3, ¥e1d bl ARV G ATel Dl JRAT 3| AloToiRI ARIG! P fo1e 3 DS v
DA AT Toll & ORI 3MUB! &1 Ao of P2 32 AeT A SB2 3ol AT AT 31 el B URI U T3t 3l FOREI MU URI sAR! a1 ugare; ¥
Rreca & ciftbol yaird o1&l 8, ST SADI UAl 3 31U B¢ JAcfl Sl DI SACT ool & PRRI a8 DM 3rcal a6 A 3l 3R ARL ISl R PRI Ras2
3u J8ft Al bl &RAlel 33 AP

*SHRI KABINDRA PURKAYASTHA (SILCHAR): The Railway Budget presented on the 26 March, 2013 by the
honourable Railway Minister is neither inspiring nor satisfactory. It is rather partisan because the budget has given thrust
on the development of a particular area.

As regards safety of the passengers Hon'ble Minister has said that they would strive to build in a higher level of contingency
margin in future planning. Now, the question is of negligence on the part of the Ministry for not taking appropriate
measures. The murder of Pritom Bhattacharjee while travelling to Delhi from Guwahati by train in Bihar is a glaring
example. This incident created an agitated atmosphere almost throughout the country but without any effect. This proves
the helplessness of the Railway Department.

As regards, fare hike, the Hon'ble Minister has said that there will be no hike in passenger fare. But the Minister hiked
charges in several items which will be burden on passengers and people. Already the trains fare was increased.

Knowing fully well that the North East is the most backward particularly in respect of communications the Hon'ble Railway
Minister did not do justice to the region. The Hon'ble Minister could do more to spread network of Railways in this most
undeveloped part of the country.

Through some on-going projects have been mentioned, the most important project of Gauge conversion of Lumding-Silchar
which was declared as National Project in 2004 did not get such importance in the speech of the Hon'ble Minister. Simply
mentioning the name of the project is not enough. There should have been mentioned the target date of completion, other
difficulties relating to the projects and whether there is any constraint of fund etc.



I want to know about the fate of the National Projects. It is a fact that National Projects are so declared when it becomes
very important and benefits are gained. A good number of projects have been declared as National Projects in North East
but we find no difference between National and a general project when it comes to smooth implementation of these
projects.

I would like to mention here regarding one very important project that was declared as National Project by the Hon'ble
Prime Minister which is the Lumding-Silchar Gauge conversion project. I take the name Lumding to Silchar as this line
connects not only the South Assam but also the adjoining states of Manipur, Tripura and Mizoram. The foundation stone of
this project was laid in 1997 by the then Prime Minister and was due to be completed by 2007, but till date as per the
version of the respective authorities a huge work remains to be done. Each time, a new dateline is given for last 4 to 5
years, but no positive action is seen on the ground. During my tenure as MP this time, I have met all the Railway Ministers,
Chairman of the Railways Board, concerned officials several times. All of them had assured me that the said project would
be commissioned by January, 2014, but the ground reality does not match with their assurances.

It is said that there are hurdles in completing the project. What are the hurdles? If a project like this can be completed in
the high terrain of Kashmir then why not in our area. Are the Transport lobby interested in delaying the project for their
own business interest? Is there lack of coordination, between the Centre and the Government of Assam? If we can closely
observe the state of affairs, it clearly shows that there is a lack of coordination between the two Governments being run by
the same political entity. My question is when a project is declared as National Project, is it not the responsibility of the
Centre to overcome obstacles, if any so that a National Project is completed in due time?

I passionately want this project to be completed within December, 2013 as declared by the Hon'ble Minister and concerned
officials engaged with the project.

As regards naming of Silchar Railway Station as Bhasha Shahid Station no steps have been taken. Demand of the whole
Barak Valley people to name the Silchar Railway Station in memory of Eleven Martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the sake
of Bengali language should be implemented at the earliest. If stations in other states can be named in the name of great
persons why not this be done? So I demand that this should be fulfilled immediately.

Lastly, I want to mention the plight of the Railway Passengers of the Southern Assam, Tripura, Manikpur and Mizoram.
Firstly, century old meter gauge line of Barak-Valley is in bad shape causing safety threat.

Secondly, lacking of proper facilities in Railway Stations. Though it was declared that Silchar Railway Station would be
converted as a model station, but nothing has been gone yet.

Thirdly, the most important matter of security of the passengers. There is no proper network of Railway Police Force
and as a result very often dacoity and harassing of passengers are happening. Particularly, the trains running at night have
become risky. The Railways should take steps particularly for this region.

Fourthly, the timings of the trains should be adjusted looking to the advantage and safety of the passengers. This is not
being done and for this trains and passengers both are suffering.

SHRI NARAHARI MAHATO (PURULIA): Madam, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to participate in the discussion
on the Railway Budget, 2013-14.

Madam, many hon. Members have so far participated in the Discussion on the Railway Budget for the year 2013-14. 1
am thankful to you and grateful to you that you have given me a chance to take part in this Discussion.

Madam, this year's Railway Budget has put tremendous burden on the people who are traveling in trains as well as the
common people. The interest of the common people has been ignored in this Budget. The Railway Budget has made no
serious effort to overcome the financial crisis which is affecting the Indian Railways. This Railway Budget is an anti-people
Budget. This has brought out some very anti-democratic policies within. The Government has reserved 30 per cent seats



for Tatkal Quota. It is a jugglery of the Budget presented by this Government..

I belong to a backward Parliamentary Constituency, Purulia, in West Bengal adjacent to Jharkhand. When hon. Shri Nitish
Kumar was the Railway Minister, when hon. Shri Lalu ji was the Railway Minister, the survey of the railway line from

Jharagram to Adra via Bandowan covering the naxal-hit areas, Maoist areas and hilly areas including the Jangal Mahal area
has been done and the survey has proved to be a viable one. But till today, after 12 to 13 years, this survey has not been
put into force. It has not come up in the Budget. In my Parliamentary Constituency, in my district, there are more than
seven blocks where more than 15-20 lakh people are residing. After 66 years of Independence, they do not hear the whistle
of a train. This is the beauty of our Independence! I repeat that they do not hear the whistle of a train. There is no railway
line in five or six blocks in my district including the Jangal Mahal area which are affected by naxal activities. The people of
my district hoped that in the Railway Budget, some projects would be implemented but there is none.

Madam, the hon. Minister of State for the Railways, Shri Adhir Chowdhury wrote a letter to the Members of Parliament of
West Bengal saying that if there is any work to be done relating to railway improvement, then, they should write to the
Department. Being a Member of Parliament, I put-forth some demands in writing to him. But I have seen that no demand
has been included in the Budget. Only a double-line survey from Purulia to Kotshila has been ordered in the Budget. It is
said that it would be surveyed. From Purulia to Ranchi, it is just a distance of 122 kms. Already, 88 kms. of the railway line
has been made into double-line more than 20 years ago. Only a distance of 34 kms. has not been done. This belongs to the
South-Eastern Railway in the Adra Railway Division. Again and again, many demonstrations took place. I again and again
appealed to the Railway Minister. It just remains a survey and it is not found in the Budget. My humble submission to the
hon. Railway Minister is that it should be done very soon. If this line is made into a double-line, then, Ranchi, Bokaro,
Durgapur and Tata City would be connected to Purulia. It would also be viable. The people will benefit very much.

There is a Railway Hospital in my constituency in the Adra Railway Division. It is a very old Railway Division right from the
British period. The Gangmen, the keymen, the clerical employees, etc., who are admitted in the Railway Hospital, do not
get adequate treatment facilities in the Hospital. They are referred to the South-Eastern Railway General Hospital at
Garden Reach, Kolkata.

I would humbly request the hon. Railway Minister to look into the condition of the railway hospital over there and improve
the infrastructure of the hospital immediately.

There is an urgent need for construction of an overbridge at Adra Railway Station because more than 4,000 students cross
the railway line there from 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. and from 4.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. daily to go to their school and return to
their home. This is very essential as it would benefit the school students.

My constituency is very backward. So, I would request the hon. Railway Minister to introduce a Super Fast Train from
Purulia to Howrah via Asansol. Then, Bhubaneswar Rajdhani Express and Ranchi Rajdhani Express pass through Bokaro
Jalda and Muri. I would request the Railway Minister to either allow a stoppage at Jalda in West Bengal or in Muri in
Jharkhad.

Then, the halt station of Purulia should be allowed and another halt station at Sidhi-Jamra should be allowed.

Madam, I would urge upon the Government to fill up all the vacancies in the Railways, including clearing of all the backlog
vacancies reserved for the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes so that this will benefit the
poor people belonging to the weaker sections of the society.

*SHRI PRASANTA KUMAR MAJUMDAR (BALURGHAT): Respected Chairperson Madam, I have been hearing the Railway
budget speeches for the last 4 years. People of this country are also aware of the budgetary provisions which have been
vividly published in the newspapers and media. The unique thing about the budget is that the names of the projects which
are announced in the first year are never found in the subsequent years. Each year, the allocations for various projects get
slashed. Thus every time, new projects are announced and next time they are shelved. In my constituency, people were
very excited about a particular factory project that was to take shape. There was much expectation among them. But this
year, that project has not been mentioned anywhere, nor any funds have been earmarked for it. Do you know what the
people think about us? They ask us that why do we say things that are not true? Why can't we speak the truth. We are



people's representatives. How can we break our promises? Factories, industries, dubling of rail lines —all these are
announced and then forgotten. If promises cannot be fulfilled them how can people have faith in the Members of
Parliament? They criticize us so badly whenever we face them. So I request the Hon. Minister to kindly be truthful to our
constituents and only announce projects which can be realized. Do not spread confusion or give hopes to the people
unnecessarily. This does not help anyone. Please don't promise what is not possible.

Now, let me talk about my constituency. Sealdah-Gaur express halts at Malda for 15 hours together. It reaches at 6 am and
starts again at 9 pm, at night to return to Sealdah. If this train can be extended upto Balurghat, just 100 km away then it
can be beneficial to many commuters and the railways can earn revenue as well, as rail line is already there. My district has
been covered by the rail network only recently after a long struggle of the people of the area. There are 2 district
headquarters viz North Dinajpur and South Dinajpur. Hon. Minister Deepa Dasmunshi hails from that region. Rail service in
that place is next to nil. There is only one train which connects Balurghat headquarters with Kolkata, that too starts at 5 O'
clock in the morning and people from the rural areas are unable to catch that train. In the evening, there is one link train
which goes upto Gaur. Most passengers miss it. I, therefore, request either to extend it upto Balurghat or introduce a new
train. You have introduced so many new trains in other places and I am not opposing that. It's good that train services are
improving everywhere. New Jalpaiguri — Kolkata Express has been proposed. Why can't you have a new train for Balurghat?
There are numerous trains which run between Jalpaiguri and Kolkata already. So why can't you do something for people of
my constituency? There are extensive rural areas in our country. You should try to improve rail connectivity in these areas
for the benefit of lakhs of passengers who travel from one place to another. Kindly shift your focus to the villages and
backward regions instead of concentrating only on the metropolitan areas. Why only Duronto or Rajdhani trains are given
priority? Why can't you connect the subdivisions or districts with better rail network? That means you lack vision. You don't
have any idea about the increasing population and their rising needs. Only announce those projects which can be actually
completed within a stipulated time. Don't promise everything under the sun.

We have been able to include the Eklakhi — Balurghat subline in the Norhtern Frontier Railways after a long — drawn
struggle. But the stations are in extremely poor conditions. There are no waiting rooms, no facilities. Platforms are not
cemented and not of adequate heights. Thus it becomes very difficult for women and children to board the trains. Number
of trains is also very less. There are many such villages which are devoid of any rail connectivity or passenger amenities.
The Ministry must focus on those areas. I request Hon. Minister to go and visit the 2 districts of North Bengal — North and
South Dinajpur. You will come to know what the ground reality is. You will know how ill-developed the railway
infrastructure in that place is. The area is entirely a bordering area and the issue of security is also involved here. So kindly
go and see for yourself the pathetic condition of the region and prepare your budget accordingly. If you are aware of the
reality, you will be able to chalk out better plans. It is true that West Bengal has been deprived this time on all counts. No
doubt, less promises have been made to Bengal and we do not have high hopes from this budget. I believe that a rail
budget should be a balanced budget and all states of the country should be catered to. Passenger fares, freight charges
have increased, price of diesel has gone through the roof and this budget is directionless, vision less, focus less. In other
parts of the world, the railways are progressing at a fast pace but in India it is lagging behind. The Ministers should visit all
the areas to get a hang of things. Only then we can have a developed rail network and serve our people in a better manner.

With these few words I thank you for allowing me to participate in this discussion and conclude my speech.
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SHRI JOSE K. MANI (KOTTAYAM): Sir, many of my colleagues have commented about the Railway Budget on a national
perspective. But I would like to confine to some of the issues pertaining to my State, Kerala and in particular my
constituency.

We all know that the Railway Ministry is going through a huge cash crunch problem but when we make a comparative
analysis, the share, my State, Kerala has got is only a meagre share, that is, in terms of new projects, with regard to fund
allocation for the on-going projects and with regard to new trains. In the previous Budget, a lot of projects were announced
for the State of Kerala but till now the major projects have not been commissioned or have not started at all. Our humble
request is that for the on-going projects or for the announced projects, sufficient fund should be provided to kick-start the
projects.

Sir, in our State, the most important ongoing project is the doubling of railway lines, mainly the Central Travancore from
Ernakulam to Kayamkulam via Kottayam and Alleppey railway lines. Once this project is completed, then only new trains
can be started and trains can run promptly. But, the allocated fund is very nominal.

For example, for Mulanthuruthy to Kayamkulam via Kottayam project — which is the major portion, where Kottayam railway
station is situated, that is, the stretch between Kuruppanthara and Chingavanam — only five crore rupees have been
allotted, whereas for land acquisition alone, it requires about hundred crore of rupees. The acquisition process has yet to
be started. The total project will cost about more than Rs.200 crore. In a meagre amount of five crore of rupees, nothing
can be done. So, my request is that sufficient fund should be provided for doubling work and it should be given the top
priority.

My second point is that in the previous Railway budgets of 2011-12 and 2012-13, a Coaching terminal was announced at
Kottayam and Nemom. But, no mention of it has been made in this Budget and there has been made no provision for it. I
request the hon. Railway Minister to provide sufficient fund for the Coaching terminal project. I find that the railway
authorities are going on a slow pace with regard to the survey and other process of the coaching terminal.

Sir, enthused by the announcement of coaching terminal at Kottayam by the Railway Department, the Kerala Government
has come with a huge project of mobility hub. It is an integration of rail transport, road transport and water transport. It is
a rare project and, maybe, you will not find it anywhere in the country. But, we find all three transport systems altogether
at one place in the municipality, very near to the Kottayam Railway Station. But, in order to have the optimum use of the
mobility hub, we need a halting station along with the coaching terminal. The hon. Chief Minister of Kerala has written a
letter to the hon. Railway Minister personally to have a halting station along with the coaching terminal. It will not require a
significant fund to be allotted for this. Only a nominal amount will do this. This will reduce the congestion at Kottayam
Railway Station considerably. The long distance and the short distance trains can terminate their journey at the halting
station in the mobility hub.

Another point that I would like to raise is this. In the last Railway Budgets of 2011-12 and 2012-13, seven most important
railway stations were declared as 'Adarsh stations' in my constituency. But, at none of the stations upgradation work has
been started. It is a pity. All the stations are very, very important stations. You know that Kerala is an extended city. It is

not a rural area. Hundreds and thousands of commuters go through these railway stations. So, my request is that sufficient



fund should be provided to start the upgradation work at the earliest.

Another suggestion, which I would like to bring to the notice of this august House, is this. There are a lot of trains,
especially the passenger trains, which kept idle at the terminating point before the return journey. For example, a
passenger train starts from Kollam to Kottayam. It terminates at Kottayam. It reaches there in the morning at 10.30 and it
remains idle for seven hours for its return journey, which is at 5.30 pm to Kollam back again. But, this train, numbering
56394, can be extended to Ernakulam. It will benefit hundreds and thousands of passengers and the running time from
Kottayam to Ernakulam is only one and a half hour. So, I request the hon. Minister to extend the Kollam-Kottayam
Passenger train up to Ernakulam.

I would like to mention one more point. In the previous budget, a provision to start PRS has been given to all the Members
of Parliament, which they can have anywhere in their constituency as per their option. Along with that, there was a
mention by the previous hon. Railway Minster that we can have a tie up with the Post Office to start a PRS. With this
recommendation, we had given our request to the Railway authorities to start the PRS facility along with the Post Office at
Koothattukulam and Pisavam in my constituency. But the Railway authorities have given a reply that they will finish at the
national level all the PRS which have been declared in the Budget. My point is that that the Postal Department is ready to
do the work provided a consent letter and software support is given by the Railways. My request to the Railway Minister is
that there is a huge rush in the main railway stations like Kottayam, Ernakulam and other places. Suppose we are able to
start a PRS with the tie up of Postal Department, definitely rush in the main railway stations will be reduced, it will
smoothen the functioning of the railways and will benefit thousands of commuters also. Please take it up with the Railway
authorities to hasten the PRS work with the Postal Department.

I conclude mainly with a few points; sufficient funds should be provided for the doubling work, extension of the passenger
train and also the PRS proposal I have put forward. I hope the demand raised by me will be heard by the Railway Minster
and a favourable reply will be given soon.
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*SHRI M.K. RAGHAVAN (KOZHIKODE): I congratulate the Hon'ble Railway Minister in presenting a People Oriented
Railway Budget and there has been no increase in the fare structure which is a commendable approach. Not only that,
Hon'ble Minister has been given more emphasis to infrastructural development also.

As all of us agree, Railway is the life line of the nation and we Members of Parliament have numerous demands on
new lines and trains. I appreciate the Hon'ble Railway Minister has tried to balance the demand and the resources
availability in this budget.

I think still there are some shortcomings which can be addressed amicably to the satisfaction of the demands made.
Primary among them is the safety of the passengers which is still a distant dream. Similarly, the elimination of the level
crossings which account for majority of rail accidents is essential.

In the present dispensation, Kerala is the worst hit state in development of Railways. The Kerala state can survive
only if the state has an independent Zone. The State Govt. as well as Members of Parliament cutting across party lines,
have been demanding for this for several years now. So I request Hon'ble Minister to take immediate steps for independent
zone for the development of Railway in Kerala and should be constituted a Committee, under the Chairmanship of the Chief



Minister, Kerala, to oversee the progress of work in Kerala.

One of the classic examples, for sidelining of rail traffic in Kerala, is the non availability of sufficient coaches. The
entire fleet of coaches, requiring maintenance for Periodic Overhauling (POH) is done in Tamil Nadu. POH facility is
available only at Chennai and the bogies sent from Kerala are not returned after repairs. It is very very unfortunate, so I
would like to request Hon'ble Minister that POH facility should be established in Kerala, along with the suggested Zonal
headquarters.

I represent Kozhikode in this august house. Kozhikode Railway Station recently celebrated its 125t year of
operation, and the top officials of the Railway including the Railway Minister and the MOS graced the occasion. This
indicates the presence of railways in Kozhikode, dates back to over a century.

Kozhikode is an important centre, in the northern part of Kerala, popularly known as the Malabar Region. But despite
these factors, it is under developed. The doubling of the Shornur-Mangalore section is still uncompleted. The electrification
is a distant dream. Due to these two factors the region is deprived of additional trains. Apart from that, what about the
status of coach factory and wagon factory?

Similarly, the doubling and electrification of the Konkan Railway will alone help the Malabar region with better rail
connectivity which will then have an easy direct link to other parts of the country. However, again my humble submission
for the immediate attention to the following at Kozhikode:-

My request is that Pit Line should be set up at Kozhikode. This alone will help to bring in more trains
originating/terminating from Kozhikode. Sufficient land is available at West Hill. I have been taking up this subject for
sometime now.

Extension of Calicut-Shornur Train to Guruvayyur. _The proposed Calicut-Shornur passenger train should be extended
to Guruvayur the temple town which will help a large humber people from the region to reach the Guruvayur temple
directly.

Extension of T No.16517 Yashwantpur-Kannur to Kozhikode. This train was originally running on Yahwantpur-Kannur
section. In the last Railway Budget it was bifurcated and only 6 coaches are reaching Kannur, the rest diverted to Karwar.
This has affected the Malabar Region. Therefore, this train should be made a full fledged train and commence from
Kozhikode instead of Kannur which will help the entire Malabar region especially keeping in view the ban on night travel on
NH 212 between Kozhikode and Bangalore on a Court direction.

The present tri-weekly Rajdhani Express train service between Trivandrum and Hazzart Nizamudin has to made a
daily service.

Demu Service to start from Kozhikode Mangalore daily.

In the current railway budget seven railway station in India were awarded Executive lounge as a passenger amenity.
Kozhikode railway station is frequented by more than fifty thousand passengers a day. The city is treated as the capital of
North Kerala where more than one crore people live. Considering all these, Kozhikode railway station was enlisted for the
conversion to world class in 2009-10. However no concrete measures have been taken in this direction. Ample and idle
space is available in Kozhikode Railway station. Hence, I would like to request to incorporate Kozhikode Railway station
one among the stations enlisted for introducing Executive Lounge.

While I support the Railway Budget, I also take this opportunity to request the Hon'ble Minister to kindly consider
these aspects and include them as part of the current Railway Budget in reply speech.
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*SHRI M. KRISHNASSWAMY (ARANI): I support the Railway Budget. I thank the Minister for Introducing 10 new
trains for Tamil Nadu. Previous Railway Minister, Ms. Mamata Banerjee, announced second coach factory in Chennai. But it
has not been mentioned in the Budget. It is a welcome move the Railway Minister has chosen to set up coach factory in
Kolar in Palakkad. I demand the budget announcement for second coach factory in Tamil Nadu be implemented without
further delay. If the availability of land for the coach factory is a problem the second coach factory can be set up at Golden
Rock Trichy where there is infrastructure.

The Villupuram-Dindigul doubling project must be speeded up and implemented early.

At about eight years ago Tindivanum to Nagari new line project was announced. Total cost of the project is about
Rs.600 crores but for eight years railways has spent only 129 A crores. The project needs more than 400 crores for
completion. But Govt. has sanctioned only 60 crores this year. I demand the Ministry should sanction 200 crores for this
project during current year in view of the inordinate delay in the implementation of the project.

The same is the case with Tindivanum to Tiruvannamalai new line project. The total cost is about 230 crores. During
last eight years hardly 40 crores have been spent. Rs.170 croes is needed for completion of the project. The Govt. has
sanctioned only 20 crores this year. I demand 100 crores be released during current year.

The bridge across Palar river should be implemented without further delay since there is no problem of land
acquisition. Work on bridge over Cheyyar river should also be taken up on priority basis. Our Govt. could insist the State
Govt. to acquire the required land for the project as early as possible. Then only the dream of the public at large in that
area may be fulfilled early.

*SHRIMATI POONAM VELJIBHAI JAT (KACHCHH): The Rail Budget of 2013 had many expectations by the Rail users
all over India but I am sorry to say that the expectation of the common man of India has not been met by the Rail Budget.
The Rail Budget has only been one sided towards the States of North whereas it should have covered every State of India
in a uniform manner and moreover States like progressive Gujarat have not been given proper importance in every manner.
I belong to Kutch District of Gujarat. It is the biggest district of India and a big salt producing district. So, I would request
the Railways to give them salt racks on time. I am sad to say that two trains which were declared in the last year's Rail
Budget have still not started. So, I would request the Rail Minister to atleast start trains announced in the last Budget to
start them before the new Budget is announced. The trains which have not been started are one full AC train from Bhuj to
Bandra (Mumbai) and another train from Bhuj to Shalimar (West Bengal) via Madhya Pradesh. So, the people's
expectations should be met by starting this train as soon as possible. I have also asked a train for Punjab from last two
Budgets but still it has not been fulfilled. So, I would request the Rail Minister to divert some train from Ahmedabad to
Punjab from Bhuj so that the people of Punjab staying in Kutch get a chance of direct travel. I know Railways have a big
task of keeping everybody happy but it is the only means for the poor to travel at a lower fare than any other transport of
public. So, I would request not to increase fare in any manner direct or indirect way.



*SHRI R. DHRUVANARAYANA (CHAMRAJANAGAR): I thank Hon'ble Union Railway Minister Shri Pawan Kumar
Bansal ji for his forward looking, people-friendly budget. This is one such budget in a recent decade. He has done an
admirable balancing act to meet the demands of improving services and controlling expenditures. As we all aware of recent
studies that Indian Railways was in great need of forward-looking, reformist leadership to meet and achieve both long and
short term goals and to provide the better and safe services for commuters and valuable customers and become financially
self sustainable, I believe Bansalji has successfully filled the most aspired leadership for Indian Railways.

I would like to mention few key reformist actions of his, which will help Indian Railways and people of this country.

O Rail Tariff Authority — He has taken bold step to setup the tariff authority which help boosting financial health of
railways.

0O Safety and security — He is deep concerned about the safety and security of commuters and goods, hence assured
for corporate safety plans for zero accident situations and also agreed to consider the recommendations of Dr. Anil
Kakodkar and Shri Sam Pitroda Committee for railway modernization and for improving the safety.

O Stringent plan of action to reduce the level crossing accidents in 12t Five Year Plan and implementation of
indigenously developed sophisticated technology to reduce/avoid the accidents.

O Providing free Wi-Fi facility on several trains is going to be a landmark programme in the history of Indian railways
and it will cater the requirements of our youth and valued customers.

0O Next generation ticketing system will significantly help the urban middle class, it shall able to support 7,200 tickets
per minute against 2,000 tickets per minute today.

0 Green Initiatives — setting up of 75 MW capacity windmill plants and energizing/lighting 1,000 manned level
crossings and 200 remote stations with complete solar energy. 2,500 coaches equipped with bio toilets.

Also, I would like to thank him on behalf of my parliamentary constituency people for resumption of work on new line
project of Bangalore — Chamarajanagar (Sathyamangla). It is long standing demand of my people for a new railway line,
which will become a new life line of rural people of my constituency. This new line will help different sections of society like
students, textile and garment employees, daily wage labourers, farmers, tourists and for people to visit renowned religious
places of all religion. There are hundreds of students, women and patients who visit Bangalore for better education,
coaching facilities and health facility from my constituency will get benefitted from this new rail line. Also farmers, rural and
tribal self-employed people can access state agriculture university easily to get better knowledge on crops and agriculture
product marketing.

Hence, I kindly request Hon'ble Minister on behalf of my people to provide more adequate funds to build this new rail
line at the earliest possible and to make stringent time plan to complete the project. Karnataka state government has
agreed to provide free land and 50% financial assistance for this project.

I am sure that this new rail line is going to be one of economically feasible rail line in Karnataka for railways. It is not
only life line for rural people but it will be a new life line for Hindu pilgrims of entire south India, since it connects many
Hindu holy places/ shrines of south Karnataka.

New train between Chamarajnagar and Bangalore via Mysore till the time new rail line come into functional.
Chamarajanagar district is one of the backward districts in the state of Karnataka and majority of students depend on
Bangalore or Mysore for their higher education and new train will cater their utmost requirement.

I request for extension 06228/07301 Shimoga (Talguppa) to Mysore and 17301/17302 Hubli to Mysore trains up to
Chamarajanagar. The extension of these trains is long standing demand of people of my constituency. It also helps the
railways to reduce the overcrowding at Mysore city junction. The main beneficiaries of extension of these trains will be
farmers; it will facilitate them for marketing of their agriculture and horticulture products like cotton, areca nut, coconut,
sun flower and red chili, banana, onion and other agri-products.
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*SHRI ANTO ANTONY (PATHANAMATHITTA): I am very happy to support the Railway Budget 2013-14 in this august
House. First of all, I congratulate the Government in its achievements in augmenting the safety measures of railways. Train
accidents had been one of the major problems across the country. During 2003-04, the number of major train accidents per
million train kilometer was 0.41. However, we could successfully reduce the figure to 0.17. It is to be noted that the target
for the 2012-13 was 0.17 and we could go beyond the target beyond the stipulated time. It is the result of commitment of
the Government to implement the recommendations of Dr. Anil Kakodkar Committee on safety. Therefore, I take this
opportunity to congratulate the Government in augmenting the safety components of railway.

However, we have to go a long way in achieving our great mission of *zero accident'. It can be achieved through
eliminating unmanned level crosses in the country. There are 31846 level crosses in the country out of which 13,530 are
unmanned. The Government should expedite the process in eliminating unmanned level crosses. I take this opportunity to
congratulate the Government in its initiatives to strengthen the security of women passengers. Railways have already
created four companies of women Railway Protection Force personnel, and moving to set up more companies of women
RPF personnel. This is very important in a time as people are very much concerned about the safety of women.

I invite your kind attention to the brutal murder of an innocent girl in a Kerala-bound train in February 2011. The
incident occurred due to the insufficient security mechanism in the ladies coach of the Ernakulam — Shornur Passenger
Train. As a result anti-social elements could fearlessly roam in the compartments including ladies coaches, and
molestation, robbery etc. became frequent incidents in many of the trains and people especially ladies were afraid to travel
in train. Augmenting the safety measures will be helpful in dispelling the fear of passengers.

I take this opportunity to request the Government to kindly comply with the requirements of Kerala in terms of the
development of railway networks. We got only two weekly express trains, despite the number of inter-state passengers are
fast increasing in the State. The meager allocation of Rs.216.83 is not sufficient to meet the requirements such as new
railway lines, doubling and electrification. What the State urgently requires are enhancement of line capacity and terminal
capacity. The State has oversaturated lines. Without line and terminal capacity, Railways cannot introduce new trains to
Kerala. People have been waiting long for Sabari Rail Line. If it is completed, the new line would be a great relief to four
crores of devotees who pay pilgrimage every year to the Shrine of Sabarimala. Extension of Sabari Rail to
Thiruvanathapuram via Punalur. In the same manner, Angamali — Kaladi line has also been the dream of Keralites for a
long time.

On this occasion, I gratefully remember the extension of Guwahati — Ernakulam Express (12507/12508) to
Thiruvananthapuram and Kochuveli — Chandigarh Express (12217/12218) from once in a week to twice. The extension of
these two express trains will be helpful to Keralites. At the same time, I request the Government to kindly consider the
plight of Keralites living in Chhattisgarh. Due to lack of direct trains, they have to travel by connecting trains up and down
Kerala. Extension of Bilaspur-Ernakulam Express (22815/22816) from Ambikapur to Thiruvananthapuram via Tiruvalla



would be a great relief not only to Keralites but also thousands of South Indians who travel in this route.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Thokchom Meinya, you may please start now.
...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record now.
(Interruptions) 4€; *

oft ¥dlog pHR UIvSA : st T P A 73Ut AT AAH DI G|

DR. THOKCHOM MEINYA (INNER MANIPUR): Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I rise to participate in the General Discussion on the Railway Budget 2013-14. I would like to place on record, my heartiest
congratulations to the Railway Minister for this balanced Budget.

Coming to the main discussion, I would like to very respectfully say that the Railway Budget is inclusive both in content and
in quality. In order to improve the overall quality of passenger services, the Railway Minister has started detailing the
dilemmas and the concerns that the Railways are facing today.

The Railway Minister has called for a perceptible improvement on safety and security aspects, passenger amenities,
cleanliness, quality of railway catering, rail tourism and punctuality. We should note that the Railway Minister is fully
committed to bring about the much desired change in the railway amenities.

I shall come directly to region-specific details. The Railway Minister has set the right tone, when he speaks of projects of
national importance and he said:

"Security of the nation is paramount and our brave soldiers make immense sacrifices to safeguard our
frontiers. Providing need-based rail connectivity to border areas is upper-most on Railway's agenda."

Sir, the national project of Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla and other projects of strategic importance have been taken up on



priority. The North-East region, to which I belong, is very sensitive. The projects in these regions are in progress, for
providing connectivity to State capitals of the entire North-Eastern States.

18.00 hrs

For the first time, the State of Arunachal Pradesh has been brought into the rail network and Harmuti-Naharlagun line will
be commissioned this year. We are very grateful to the hon. Minister for this.

It is also informed that works on the new railway project to connect my State of Manipur are in full swing. The Ministry is
also fast tracking the gauge conversion works on Silcher-Lumding and Rangia-Murkongselek. We are very-very happy.

I come from the State of Manipur. Manipur, as you know, along with other Northeastern States, including Jammu and
Kashmir, is categorised as Special Category States. Manipur is one such State where no train has ever run. There are still
some elders in my State who have never seen a train, forget about travelling in it.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, it is already 6.00 o' clock and I still have more than 30 speakers to take part in this
discussion. If the House agrees, we may extend the time of the House till 8.00 p.m.

...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing is going on record.
(Interruptions) €} *

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. I have extended the time of the House till 8.00 p.m. If need be, we may sit up to 12.00. I
may also request the hon. Members to be very brief and do not take more than four to five minutes so that more Members
can take part in this discussion.

Dr. Meinya, I will give you only two more minutes.
...(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions) €} *

DR. THOKCHOM MEINYA : Sir, in 2004, the UPA Chairperson, under the leadership of the hon. Prime Minister, sanctioned a
national railway project for my State. Dr. Manmohan Singh laid the foundation stone of this Railway project in 2004. It was
targeted to be completed by 2010 but was extended to 2012, again to 2014 and now it has been extended to 2016. We are
not very fortunate. I would request the Railway Minister to see that the time is not extended further.

The reason for this delay as well as for the delay in the work of other gauge conversion is attributed to the adverse law and
order situation of the State. For this, I would urge the Union Government, particularly the Ministry of Home Affairs to look
into the provision of having a dedicated security service for all the projects that were sanctioned for the Northeastern
regions where difficulty prevails.

I would very respectfully request the Union Government to look into this aspect also. The looks of the people of
Northeastern region are very different. We are more akin to those in the East, Far-east and South-East Asia and are
allegedly having some genuine difficulties to be identified along with our brethren in the mainland India. This being the
actual position, the initiatives of the hon. Railway Minister are in the right direction, towards achieving inclusive growth as
has been desired in this great country.

18.04 hrs (Shri Inder Singh Namdhari in the Chair)

It is encouraging to note that in order to contribute to the national skill development programme, the Union
Government, the Railway Minister in particular has started to impart skills to the youth in railway related trades in 25
locations across the country including Agartala, Dimapur, Imphal and lumdingh from the Northeast. We are very proud of it.
I whole-heartedly support the Railway Budget, 2013-14.
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*SHRI K. SUGUMAR (POLLACHTI): The hike in supplementary and freight charges would cause an increase in prices of
essential commodities and fuel inflation. The Railway Budget places an even greater burden on the already overburdened
common people through an indirect passenger fare increase by way of levy of higher fees and an increase in freight tariff
which will cause an increase in prices of essential commodities. The increase in freight charges at this time will fuel
inflation as it will increase the cost of commodities, especially essential, and important raw materials like foodgrains,
cement, coal, iron ore. This would further increase pressure on state electricity utilities which are already suffering. There
had been an indirect increase in passenger fares by hiking a number of supplementary charges. The budget was uninspiring
and lacked any long-term perspective with regard to infrastructure development. There are no concrete measures or
significant increases in investment, which were the need of the hour to enhance economic growth, have been proposed. An
increasing portion of the costs traditionally met by the Centre and the Railway Ministry were sought to be pushed on to
state governments such as project costs on new lines and passenger safety amenities like foot over bridges which was



totally unacceptable to any state.
The Railway Budget has only paid lip service to the common people while placing untold burdens on them.

While the budget gave a great disappointment for the entire State of Tamil Nadu, the disappointment to the people
of my constituency was even quite higher as many of their long pending demands have not found a place in the budget such
as: the broad gauge conversion work at Pollachi to Pothanur, Pollachi to Palani and Pollachi to Palakkad is going at snail's
speed for want of fund. The people have been demanding for its quick completion. I have raised this issue many a times in
this august House. Therefore, I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to allocate more funds for these conversion works, so that
the same can be completed without any much delay.

I had made a request earlier for creation of halt station at Achipatty which is located at the centre of Pollachi town.
The present Pollachi railway station is at a corner of this town and because of this the people are finding it difficult to make
use of rail journey. If the proposed halt station is made at Achipatti, it will be more convenient for the people of my
constituency.

Similarly, there have been demands for creating stations at Thamaraikulam, Kovilpalayam, Chettypalayam falling in
between Pollachi and Pothanur and at Thippampatty, Pulankinar all falling in between Pollachi and Udumalpet. The people
have been demanding for the stations at the above places for a quite some time. I have also raised this issue earlier in the
House. However, I found nothing in the budget. Therefore, I urge upon the hon'ble Minister to look into this.

As I mentioned earlier, the construction of a rail over bridge at Vadugapalayam located in between Pollachi and Pothanpur
is must keeping in view of the increasing vehicular movement at the place and because of frequent accidents occurring at
the above place. Therefore, I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to kindly consider this request. When we talk of about railway
budget it goes without saying that people demand for new trains.

There is a demand for direct train between Pollachi-Chennai-Pollachi on a daily basis. They have also been
demanding trains between Pollachi and Coimbatore and Pollachi to Palani considering the commercial as well as religious
aspects. Therefore, I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to look into this.
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*SHRI BIBHU PRASAD TARAI (JAGATSINGHPURY): I would like to mention here that the Budget allocation in respect
of QOdisha is grossly insufficient to meet the cost of various ongoing projects in the State. The Railway Zone coming across
Odisha is considered as a profit generating Zone and Odisha has been contributing around Rs.14,000 crores revenue per
annum to the Railways. Keeping in view development as well as completion of these projects, the State of Odisha
demanded Rs.3050 crore and in response a meagre Rs.869 crore was allocated. Odisha which is ranked much below the
national average in the Railway Map of India, has once again been discriminated upon and neglected in the allocation of
funds in the present Railway Budget in spite of the East Coast Railways and portion of South Eastern Railways passing
through state of Odisha are major revenue earners for the Indian Railways. The State of Odisha had demanded for
introduction of 31 new trains whereas only one has been sanctioned to the State. Against the demand for extension of 17
trains, only 3 trains have been taken into consideration. Through, Odisha is considered as one of the most preferred
destinations for investment, especially in the metal, mining and power sections, the Minister of Railways has overlooked
the state, which is clearly reflected in this unbalanced Budget which has categorically ignored to cater the need of regional
requirement and prospective Railway expanding Zone.

I also like to draw the attention of Hon'ble Minister towards the problems being faced by the rail commuters to
Paradip Port and other industrial set-ups as in Paradip. Paradip, one of the major seaports of India, is situated in my
Parliamentary Constituency, Jagatsinghpur, Odisha. Since its inception in 1962, the adjacent area of Paradip Port has grown
as a business and industrial hub in eastern coast of India. Besides being a major port, Paradip due to its geographical
location, has become an attractive site for investment with already established Paradip Phosphates Limited, IFFCO,
terminals of IOCL, BPCL and HPCL, Cargil Edible Oil Plant, Carbon company etc. The construction works of Oil Refinery
project and Essar Steel Plant project with an amount of Rs.30000 crore and more than Rs.15000 crore respectively are also
going on, where 25 thousand workers are working. Several upcoming projects like thermal power plants and petrochemical
complex, etc. have also been proposed to be established in future. Because of its exposure to national and international
investment, a massive influx of skilled as well as unskilled migrant workers has taken place in recent times. Most of the
workers, due to lack of accommodation facility in Paradip, prefer to commute from far off places like Cuttack,
Bhubaneshwar, Jajpur etc. by train keeping in view their easy accessibility to their respective industrial set ups. As Paradip
has been connected with Cuttack and Bhubaneswar through railway line and most of the people commute by train, the
frequency of train services is not adequate to address the problems of workers working in various industrial establishments
of Paradip. Hence, I request the Hon'ble Minister to take steps to run more number of passenger trains having AC coaches
starting from Cuttack and Bhubaneswar to Paradip in order to facilitate the railway commuters to reach their working place.

The AC coaches which have been taken away from the Inter-City Express running between Bhubaneswar and Paradip
may be reinstated. A new train may be introduced between Paradip of Odisha and Howrah of West Bengal since number of
people from West Bengal are working in industrial set-ups in Paradip as well as Paradip Port and vice versa.

I request Hon'ble Railway Minister to consider linking Paradip with Konark by rail route since both the places are
equally important on account of tourism potential of the State. Paradip attracts thousands of tourists due to its status of
major seaport and various industrial set-ups and Konark for the famous Sun Temple.

It may further be mentioned that the reservation counters at Nimapara and Astaranga of Puri district, Kujang and
Biridi of Jagatsinghpur district should be provided for rural rail commuters of Jagatsinghpur Parliamentary Constituency in
Odisha. Though the approval for setting up of the reservation counter at Kujang in Jagatsinghpur district was sanctioned,
no initiation in this regard has been taken yet. So, I request to expedite setting up of reservation counter at Kujang.

I would like to draw the attention of Minister of Railway to the foundation stone for laying of 82 kms rail line between
Haridaspur and Paradip in Odisha which had been inaugurated in 1999 and it was promised to be completed in 2004 by the
then Minister of Railways. The Minister of Railways in 1999 had estimated the tune of Rs.594 crore for expenditure and
1780 acres of land was also proposed to be acquired for the said project. However, after elapse of almost thirteen years,
no initiation has been taken by respective Ministers in this regard. Hence, I request Shri Bansal Ji, Hon'ble Minister of
Railways to consider for laying of the said line keeping in view importance of Paradip Port as a major port as well as various



industrial set-ups therein.

The Minister of Railways is also requested to initiate for development of infrastructural amenities at Puri, Paradip, Titlagarh,
Rayagarh, Korapur, Kessinga, Chattrapur, Balugaon, Jaleswar, Balangir Stations,etc. in Odisha. The Ministry is also
requested to further increase the computerized network for reservation at various stations in Odisha and expedite their
completion.

I would request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to kindly increase the funds substantially from the present allocation in
the Railway Budget 2013-14 for introduction of new projects and completion of ongoing projects of Railways in the State of
Odisha which could culminate economic growth and prosperity of the State.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri S.K. Bwiswmuthiary. I would request you to help the Chair. I am giving you only four minutes' time.

SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY (KOKRAJHAR): Sir, let me be given enough time to speak out on the
demands of the people of Bodoland.

scvfter Jramufer Sft, smuel St ad 2013-14 et soic W dictol @1 Al R 3, $Ad fore F 3MuDT MR *P DT §) A RBogdmer &
PIprEIR A 3w g Kokrajhar is the headquarters of the Bodoland Territorial Areas Districts which is a scheduled tribal area
which was created in 2003 under the provision of the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India. It is located in the
western most point of Assam which is adjacent to West Bengal.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : This long list shows that your area is very rich in railways.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: You can hand it over to the hon. Minister.

SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY : Then I have to speak about something more.

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is acute shortage of time.

SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY : Sir, I have to speak about some more important issues .

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please come to the last point.



SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY : Sir, I have a long list of demands and these demands are very much long
pending. But no demand of mine has yet been taken care of by the Government of India. Immediate creation of road over
bridges at the following places is very much necessary: such as Srirampur, Bosaigaon Huta€; .

MR. CHAIRMAN : Bwismuthiary Ji, you hand over the list to the hon. Minister and it will be as good as laying on the Table of the
House.

SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY : The hon. Minister is not available at the moment. 3idi Sft wai 37 ...(=merar)
Fc Sft ot 3,

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister of Railways is coming. The hon. Minister of State is here.

SHRI SANSUMA KHUNGGUR BWISWMUTHIARY : All right, Sir. cifépet suf¥ae 3 smuch sif¥e 33t feredt 8 o5 so1 atisii @ g1 fopen s

*MANICKA TAGORE (VIRUDHUNAGAR): At the outset, please allow me to offer my sincere compliments to the Hon.
Minister of Railways for the excellent manner in which he presented the Railway Budget 2013-14 in t his august House.
Indeed it was mesmerizing to hear him quote the inspirational words of Christine Weatherly, which acted as an apt simile
of the organization, supported by determination, commitment and dedication to duty demonstrated by each member of the
14 lakh strong Rail Parivar.

It is quite significant that he had taken into consideration the overwhelming demands for new projects, new trains, and
varied suggestions for improving the services, reflecting aspirations of the people of India. He had wighed all the pros and
cons with utmost care so as to make the Indian Raiwlays remain financially sustainable so that resources generated can be
ploughed back for efficient upkeep, operation and maintenance of the system itself for the benefit of the rail users. Major
segments of its business, freight as well as passenger need, therefore, to be based on sound economic principles and
provide value for money to all customers.

May I also emphasise, on behalf of my Hon. Colleagues of this prestigious House, he has also considered the concerns
expressed in various forums which are related to introduction of new trains, increasing the frequency of trains, safety and
security of passengers, improvement of overall efficiency and passenger amenities, upgradation and modernization of many
railway stations, etc, and has tried his best to satisfy a majority of such important demands. I am sure, he deserves a full
round applause for this extraordinary feat.

Not only that he has given due consideration for passenger amenities and their comforts, he has also given due attention to
details towards the freight movement across the country through the railways. He has, with diligent care, formulated the

Fuel Adjustment Component (FAC) linked revision for freight tariff to be implemented from 15t April 2013.

May I now specifically point out the important highlights of the Rail Budget 2013-14, as presented by our Hon. Minister of
Railways:-

(i) Under the able and motivated guidance of our party President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi Ji, and with the Hon. Railway
Minister at the steering the Indian Railways has entered the one billion tone 'Select Club' joining Chinese, Russian
and US Railways, besides joining the 'Select Club' running freight trains of more than 10000 tonne load;

(ii) Implementation of 'Fuel Adjustment Component' concept linking tariffs with movement of fuel prices;

(iii) Target of Rs.1000 crore each fixed for Rail Land Development Authority and IR Station Development Corporation
to be raised through Public Private Participation (PPP) in 2013-14;

(iv) More environment friendly and eco-friendly 'green’ initiatives such as setting up of Railway Energy Management
Company (REMC) to harness the potential of solar and wind energy, setting up of 75 MW capacity windmill plants
and energizing 1,000 level crossings across the country with solar power, deployment of new generation energy
efficient electric locomotives and EMUs and more usage of agro-based and recycled paper and ban use of plastic in
catering services.

(v) Many passenger amenities have been carefully considered such as On-Board Housekeeping Scheme and Clean
Train Stations to more stations and trains, Unreserved Ticketing System (UTS), Automatic Ticket Vending Machines
(ATVMs), Coin-operated Ticket Vending Machines (CO-TVMs) and scheme of Jan-Sadharan Ticket Booking Sevaks
(JTBSs), setting up of six more Rail Neer bottling plants at Vijayawada, Nagpur, Lalitpur, Bilaspur, Jaipur and



Ahmedabad, pilot project on select trains to facilitate passengers to contact on-board staff through SMS/phone
call/e-mail for coach cleanliness and real time feedback, provision of announcement facility and electronic display
boards in trains, providing free Wi-FI facilities on several trains, upgrading another 60 stations as Adarsh Stations in
addition to 980 already selected, are a few mention from a large list.

(vi) As regards train services and the Metropolitan Projects and Suburban Services, commendable 67 new Express
trains are to be introduced, 26 new passenger services, 8 DEMU services and 5 MEMU services are to be introduced,
run of 57 trains are to be extended, and frequency of 24 trains are to be increased. Besides these, introduction of
first AC EMU rake on Mumbai suburban network, introduction of 72 additional services in Mumbai and 18 in Kolkata,
increase in the rake length from 9 cars to 12 cars for 80 services in Kolkata and 30 services in Chennai.

(vii)Complementary card passes to recipients of Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna & Dhyan Chand Awards to be valid for
travel by 15t Class/2"d AC, complimentary card passes to Olympic Medalisits and Dronacharya Awardees for travel in
Rajdhani/Shatabadi Trains, travel by Duronto Trains permitted on all card passes issued to sportspersons having

facility of travel by Rajdhani/Shatabadi Trains, facility of complimentary card passes valid in 15t class/2nd AC
extended to parents of posthumous unmarried awardees of Mahavir Chakra, Vir Chakra, Kirti Chakra, Shaurya Chakra,
President's Police Medal for Gallantry awardees to be granted one complimentary pass every year for travel along
with one companion in 2"d AC in Rajdhani/Shatabadi Trains, and passes for freedom fighters to be renewed once in
three years.

As regards the tariff proposal, I wish to honestly congratulate the Hon. Railway Minister for having thoughtfully
considered inter alia setting up of Railway Tariff Regulatory Authority, Fuel Adjustment Component (FAC) linked revision for

freight tariff to be implemented from 15t April, 2013, marginal increase in the supplementary charges for super-fast trains,
reservation fee, clerkage charge, cancellation charge and tatkal charge, and abolishment of the enhanced reservation fee.

On behalf of the people of Tamil Nadu in general, and the people of Virdhunagar District, the Constituency which I
represent in this august House, I specially offer my sincere thanks for having sanctioned 14 new trains services for the
state, double-lining works, and electrification projects for the state.

And finally, before I conclude, I wish to make the following important demands of the people of my constituency,
which were inadvertenely left out in this Rail Budget:

(i) Introduction of a few more trains — particularly in the Coimbatore-Rameswaram and Coimbatore-Sengottai
sectors, extension of the trains Pallavan Express upto Sengottai, extension of the recently announced Chennai-
Karaikudi Express upto Sengottai;

(ii) Stoppage of important trains at Thirumangalam/ Thirupparankundram Stations and enhancement of passenger
amenities at these two stations;

(iii)Provision of more number of Advance Reservation Offices in the southern districts of Tamil Nadu.

With the blessings of our respected party President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi Ji, and the continued support from our Hon.
Prime Minister, I am sure, the Hon. Railway Minister will give these pressing demands the highest consideration so as to
sanction them at the earliest.
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*SHRI NITYANANDA PRADHAN (ASKA): I come from Odisha which is long neglected by different Government at the
Centre and more so, when it comes to the question of Railways, one great man, late Shri Biju Patnaik told in the Assembly,
when I was an MLA, that the Britishers had laid the railway line only to connect Howrah and Chennai because that was the
Capital of Britishers. Had there been any other route or the Rail line could have been laid on the Sea, then the Britishers
would not have laid present Rail Line during their regime.

This also holds good even now when in spite of several demands, both by ruling and opposition parties, no Railway
Line was laid in Odisha, whatever little progress that has been made is also not getting funds much less the new lines.

There are many examples to show that even now 9 to 10 districts of Odisha are deprived of getting the facilities of
Railways. Though, those districts are situated in very remote areas and dominated by SC/ST people, the claim of UPA
Government that they are working for 'Aam Aadmi' is completely false. During the last Railway Minister's Budget (Km.
Mamata Banerjee), she announced some lines for the backward and SC/ST dominated districts of Odisha but unfortunately,
they have been kept in cold storage by the present Minster.



The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Odisha and Speaker of Odisha Assembly, alongwith all party MLAs, met the Railway
Minister and raised their demand. In spite of that, there is no allotment.

So, I demand that the line from Berhampur to Phulbani and line from Gopalpur to Raipur should be given top priority.

That apart, the Railway Stations should be improved and drinking water and light facility should be provided.
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DR. P. VENUGOPAL (TIRUVALLUR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, on behalf of AIADMK Party, I rise to participate in the discussion on
the Railway Budget for the year 2013-14. My Leader, hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,
Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma expressed her views on this Railway Budget, and I quote.

"The Railway Budget presented in the Parliament is uninspiring, and totally lacks any long term perspective
with regard to infrastructure development in the country. The Railway Budget places an even greater burden
on the already overburdened common people through an indirect passenger fare, increase by way of levy of
higher fees, and an increase in the freight tariff, which will cost an increase in prices of essential
commodities."

Sir, in this Railway Budget, there are no concrete measures, nor significant increase in investment, which are the need of
the hour to enhance economic growth, which are being proposed.

So far no high speed freight corridor has been proposed in the peninsular India, including Tamil Nadu, which is a
crying need of the region. The increase in freight charges, at this time, will fuel inflation as it will increase the cost of
commodities, especially, essential commaodities and important raw materials like food grains, cement, coal, iron ore, etc.

MR. CHAIRMMAN: Dr. P. Venugopal, please listen to my request because the time is short, you just come to your
concerning Constituency matters.

DR. P. VENUGOPAL: Chairman, Sir, no additional services have been announced in the Chennai Suburban system. The very
few new railway lines and services announced for Tamil Nadu, are really schemes demanded many years ago, based on the
repeated requests from the State Governments.

Sir, my first demand is for a new night time express train from Chennai Egmore-Karur and Chennai Central-Karur on daily
basis. My second point is that the total estimate for the ongoing doubling projects in between Villupuram and Dindigul is
Rs. 1,280 crore. But earlier only Rs. 210 crore has been allotted and now only Rs. 70 crore is allotted for this project. If the
allotment is going on, on this basis, it will take, at least, 20 years to complete this project. I request the hon. Minister to
increase the allocation for the doubling project and to complete this as early as possible.

Third point is that the new survey ordered for the formation of new railway line in between Thanjavur and Pudukottai
in the previous Budget. But till now no action is taken in this regard. Fourth point is that since Perambur Railway Station is
the hub for the North and Western sector, all the long route trains are stopped at Perambur and the platforms are not



sufficient for the passengers. Therefore, I request the hon. Railway Minister to allocate funds to upgrade the Perambur
Railway Station to cater the needs of passengers.

Another point is this. The Tirusulam Railway Station at Chennai is just opposite to the Chennai Meenambakkam
International Airport. Those who are coming from Southern parts of Tamil Nadu to catch the flights to different parts of our
country, have to get down at Tambaram to reach the Airport, for which they have to travel more than 10 kilometers to
reach the Airport. Now, they are demanding for the stoppage of all express trains, from Southern parts of Tamil Nadu, at
Tirusulam Railway Station in order to reach to the Chennai Airport. I, on behalf of the people of Tamil Nadu, request the
hon. Minister of Railways to order for the stoppage of all Express trains at Tirusulam Railway Station. An assurance have
already been given by the then Railway Minister. The Members of Parliament from Tamil Nadu have already represented
this matter to the Railway Minister.

Lastly, Sir, the people of Tiruvallur — Tiruvallur is the District Headquarters — is requesting for stoppage of all Express
trains at Tiruvallur Railway Station to facilitate public, employees of multi-national companies and Government
establishments. I request you to kindly go through the facts and order for the stoppage of all express trains at Tiruvallur
Railway Station.

This Railway Budget continues the trend of step-motherly treatment habitually meted out to Tamil Nadu and is a major
disappointment.

With this I conclude.
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*BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB(CUTTACK): The Railway Budget for 2013-14 presented in this House does not offer a single
innovative idea to take the country's transportation on a modern course. Even though freight rates have been raised
marginally by around five percent and the basic fares left untouched, the passengers would indeed pay more for their
tickets. This has been done by way of marginal increase in supplementary charge for superfast trains, reservation fee, clerk
age, cancellation and Tatkal charges. For the first time, freight rates have been linked to fuel adjustment component and it
has been mentioned that freight rates can be revised twice a year. This is about to set off inflationary trend. If one reviews
the financial performance of our Railways one becomes aware that targest on atlest three key fronts that bring revenue to
the Railway corpus are revised downwards during the year; one is freight loading target from 1025 million tone to 1007
million tone, freight earning target from Rs.89,339 crore to Rs.85976 crore which is a reduction of Rs.3383 crore and
revenue from passengers fare at Rs.32,500 crore which is a reduction of Rs.3573 crore from the budgetary estimate. These
are despite the fare hike effected in January, 2013 and about 20 per cent freight hike in March 2012. The increase in freight
rates is beginning to take a negative impact on revenues, but the Railways remains blind to it.



The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) has reported of gross underutilization of Rail Safety Fund (RSF) meant
for upgrading level crossings and construction of roads, over bridges and roads under bridges. The CAG has categorically
mentioned that huge surrender of funds, thus, indicated low priority being accorded to safety works. We are all aware that
level crossings at rail road intersection present a significant risk of accidents, 992 lives were lost in level crossing accidents
during the period from 2006-07 to 2010-11. There were 33957 level crossings out of which 16463 were unmanned. CAG has
commented saying that not only Railways made less budgetary allotment from the funds available with RSF; but also
surrendered a major part of it that was allotted in the budget. Under utilization of funds of RSF is there since its inception
in April, 2002. Therefore, there is a need to have level crossings which has high road-rail traffic and some which has
Rajdhani routes.

When Rail Safety Fund is being financed through receipts of Central Road Fund collected from levy of cess of Rs.1 per liter
on diesel and petrol then why are the Railways not spending that money?

When we talk of safety, one is reminded that suggestions from half a dozen commissions set up by the Railways are
gathering dust. Six panels in the last 15 years have been formed to try and improve the railways with abysmal accident
record. But some of them are yet to even submit reports, like the Justice Sagir Ahmend Commission which was set up in
2001 and report is still pending.

But safety is not a casualty of just commissions and panels. Approximately 13000 km. of tracks and signals at 2359 railway
stations were identified in 2009 as being 'over-age'. In 2009-10, Commissioner of Railway safety (CRS) inquired into 23
accidents and did not find one Class-I or Class-2 officer guilty of a safety breach. In fact, since 1947, not a single Class I or
Class 2 officer has been booked for a safety breach. The only occasion that Safety Committee recommendations have been
sought to be fully implemented were the suggestions made by the Justice HR Khanna Committee.

Often is it is being said that anti-collision device will minimize accidents on tracks. But recently a Parliamentary Committee
report of Transport, Tourism and Culture has said that such device introduced in select rail routes on trial basis, could not
be extended to other routes due to deficiencies noticed during the trial period. If this is so, then how long do we have to
wait for an accident proof track?

I am sorry to mention here that Railways have neither developed any standards and benchmarks for various cleaninless
activities nor a cohesive action plan detailing milestones and the roadmaps for achieving them. At the Zonal level, the
norms were either totally absent or not comprehensive enough, rendering the cleanliness efforts ineffective. Multiple
departments are involved in cleanliness activities leading to lack of coordination among them and rendering the cleanliness
efforts ineffective. As such, accountability did not go with responsibility. Does Railways have any mechanism to assess or
control the level of expenditure on maintenance of cleanliness in stations and in trains.? Does Railways has a policy on
waste management? Inadequate provisions of water supply washable aprons, drains and sewage system and ineffective
utilization of machines are major handicap-as in providing a clean and hygienic environment in the railway premises.

Passengers amenities such as toilet and urinals, drinking water, seating arrangement and waiting halls are not
commensurate with the quantum of passengers using them and are poorly maintained. In Delhi Metro, though travels are
short lengths, buts its stations are spotlessly clean, not one, but everyone pass every day. This demonstrate that stations
can be kept clean if someone wants them to be. To argue, almost accusingly that the sheer numbers of passengers must
be taken into account is to be foolish in the extreme. One can look at the Chinese railway stations and the way they are
kept and the way Chinese trains are on the whole punctual. It all depends on the mental capacities.

I would like to mention here that a number of proposals that were read out in this House as part of the Railway Budget
were actually appropriate from earliest speeches by other Ministers who had held the same brief in the past. In fact, even
some of the language put forward in the Minister's speech, announcing an internet facility, timing extension for ticket
seekers, a mobile phone booking facility, SMS alerts, were the exact clauses that had been read out by Shri Lalu Prasad and
Ms. Mamata Banerjee earlier. Didi had announced in 2009 that rail wagon factory would be established near Berhampur of
Odisha. That has again been announced this year. Why should Railway Ministers have for years taken old promises and
pawned them off as novel ideas, only to forget about them when it actually comes to deliver.

I was very happy to hear the minister announcing that a new wagon maintenance workshop will be established in
Kalahandi district of Odisha along with a wagon making factory to be established in Ganjam distrct of Odisha. The wagon
factory proposal was announced in 2009 by Kumari Mamata Banjeree and in subsequent years by Shri Dinesh Trivedi in
2011 and by Mukul Roy in 2012. Odisha State Government has already identified the land at Sithalapalli of Ganjan district to
be handed over to the Railways. But no progress has been made yet. Only pronouncements are being made. While
establishing wagon factory and wagon maintenance workshop in Odisha is good news, both politically and economically, as
such factories generate direct and indirect jobs and help improve the social and economic landscape of the area, it would



be interesting to focus on two of the many factories that were announced in the UPA-I regime; primarily because their
journey holds significant lessons. These are the electronic locomotive factory in Madepura and a diesel locomotive factory
in Marhowra, both in Bihar. These factories were announced in Railways Budget by then Railway Minister with an
estimated capital investment of about Rs.3500 crores. Already more than six years have passed and as things stand today;,
there is no clarity on whether these projects will be awarded this year. Is it true that the project has become too
contentious making it difficult to take a decision? Is it true that some of contentious issues that need to be resolved relate
to the financial pay-out maintenance period? The experience of these two factories make it important for the Railway to
first firm up the basics of how the Government want to go about setting factories before making announcements. Only the
Rae Bareli coach factory project has started production as it is a Railways wholly-owned production unit. Having said, there
are many factories in Railway Minister's list-which are a new forged wheel factory in Rae Bareli in Greenfield Mainline
Electrical Multiple Units (MEMU) manufacturing unit in Sonepat, Midlife Rehabilitation (MLR) workshops in Khrnod, a
workshop for repair and rehabilitation of motorized bogies at Missod (MP) and a modern signaling equipment facility at
Chandigarh. It remains to be seen as and when the wagon making factory in Ganjam and wagon maintenance workshop in
Kalahandi proposals go, because the Ganjam wagon factory proposal is a Joint Venture/PPP mode. So, also the Kalahandi
project.

It is seen that the trains namely Visakhapatnam-Digha-Vizakhapatnam Express, Puri-Digha-Puri Express (22877/22878)
and another Puri-Digha-Puri Express (22889/22890) are showing very low occupancy in both directions. Why don not you
cancel these trains? If you do so, then allow new trains to run in other popular destinations with the same rakes. For
instance, there is a necessity to have a train up on priority basis. There is also a need to have frequent train services to
Mumbai and Bangalore from Bhubaneswar.

I would draw the attention of the Minister towards non-generation of tickers to East-Coast Railway Stations in trains
originating ex-GHY and DBRT i.e Guwahati and Dibrugarh and going towards Sarth by train No. 12516 (Guwahati-
Thiruvanathanpuram) 12514 (GHY-SC), 12510 (GHGY- SBC), 12508(GHY-ERS), 15630 (GHY-MS), 15906 (DBRT-CAPE),
15902 (DBRT-YPR), 15930(DBRT-MS) Express train to/from stations over East Coast Railway where stoppages are given
at Bhadrak, Jaipur-Keonjhar Road, Cuttack, Bhubneswar, Kurdha, Berhampur. Passengers travelling by these trains detrain
the above mentioned stations over East Coast Railways and have to take their tickets upto Vijaywada even though they are
travelling short of Vijaywada which is incurring a huge loss to the passengers. I would urge upon the Railway Minister to
examine the matter and resolve the issue by giving adequate quota and withdraw distance restriction and create remote
location that is necessary to these stations by the aforesaid trains.

I would also like to draw the attention of the Minister regarding the doubling of Barang-Cuttack rail line which has taken
years for completion. I had earlier drawn the attention of the Minister regarding having another pillar on the second line
bridge over Baranga-nalla so that the road connection HH-5 with the State Highway can pass under it without constructing
a separate road under bridge. RVNL is doing the work. I fail to understand why it is not being done? For the interest of
Railways and the public at large, this is necessary.

Lastly, I would draw the attention of the Rail Minister regarding accidents that are taking place in the elephant corridor in
Odisha. Elephants move in herds and specific corridors have been identified where the movements of elephants are marked
on the railway tracks. There are specific instructions for the Raiwlays that the speed of train would be minimal while
passing that area. Despite these instructions, recently Coromondol Express mauled more than 7 Elephants between
Balugaon-Khallikote Road station which created uproar in the state. The Forest Department of Odisha alleged that though
they had appraised the Railway authorities about the possible movement of herds of elephant in that area, adequate
precautionary measures were not taken, whereby these casualties happened. It is clear case of human error on the part of
the Railways. I would urge upon the Minister to look into this important aspect.
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SHRIMATI PRIYA DUTT (MUMBAI NORTH-CENTRAL): Thank you Mr. Chairman Sir, for giving me this opportunity to speak
on the General Discussion on the Railway Budget.

At the outset, I would like to congratulate the hon. Railway Minister, Bansalji, who has recently taken over the
charge. Under the circumstances, he has given a very balanced Rail Budget; and I want to congratulate him for that. I hope
and I am confident that under the leader of Bansalji, the Railways will enter into a new era of development.

Sir, since I represent the people of Mumbai, I want to begin by associating myself with what my colleague, Sanjay
Nirupamiji earlier spoke because we share the same problems in the constituency. But beyond that, I would like to start my
submission by highlighting the problems faced by the Mumbaikars. We all constantly use the phrase that 'the Railways is



the lifeline of the Mumbaikars.' Of the total railway commuters in the country, almost 50 per cent, that is, 60 lakh
commuters, use suburban railway services in Mumbai. It is due to its extensive reach, obviously.

The Mumbai suburban railways suffers from severe overcrowdings. Over 4,500 passengers are packed into 9-car rake
during the peak hours as against the normal carrying capacity of 1,700 passengers only. Now, this has resulted in
overcrowding; and it is one of the biggest causes of accidents. It has resulted in what is known as the Super-Dense Crush
Load of 14 to 16 standing passengers per square metre of floor space.

Now, obviously, this results in deaths of many commuters. Some passengers fall off the overcrowding carriages. This is one
reason. When we talk about trying to have doors in the railways, I do not think that would work because this is the only
way of commuting for the people of Mumbai. They hang out from the doors, somehow travel on the roof. People even fall
off into the tracks while getting into the compartments. This is a very big issue, which needs to be addressed.

I also want to say that the hon. Railway Minister has taken into consideration all these factors; and it is the first time
where a Minister has actually looked into the basic amenities, facilities and safety of the passengers.

The second issue is about the passenger amenities. During the peak hours, in most of the suburban railway stations, there
is a stampede like situation because most of the foot-over-bridges are so narrow and the crowds are so tremendous that
people mostly cross the tracks to reach to the other side and thus again causing deaths amongst the commuters.

There basic facilities and amenities need to be improved in the stations. The number one being toilets for women and I say
this over and over again whenever a Railway Budget is presented that there should be clean toilets and clean drinking
water for women, who have become one of the largest commuters now, many travelling to work and back or travelling to
college and back. So, this becomes a very important thing. There is an urgent need to upgrade passenger facilities,
particularly in the suburban stations. I know the Railways have taken up a few projects in Mumbai to revamp railway
stations. But what happens once the station is revamped? Nothing has been done about the approach to the station. So, to
develop the area, developing in and around the station is very important and if a PPP model also can be used for that
purpose, that would be very welcome.

Elderly citizens are facing huge problem in alighting the trains or catching the trains in the suburban routes. There is no
place. There is pushing. Therefore, a separate compartment for the senior citizens, I think, is very, very important. In
regard to provisions for escalators and ramps, which the hon. Minister has taken care of, what has already been done is a
big relief for women, for senior citizens and the disabled, which will help them tremendously.

There are hardly any amenities in smaller stations. So, I request the hon. Minister through you to look into these issues,
especially of foot-over-bridges. Another very important issue is about the slums on railway property and this has been
taken up with the Ministry as well as with the Prime Minister for rehabilitation of slums on Central Government lands. This
includes the Railways. I would request the Railway Minister to please take cognizance of this because we do not even get
NOC from the Railways to provide them basic amenities like water, toilets and drainage. You call them illegal encroachers
but they are Indian citizens first and I think it is the right for every citizen to have the basic amenities to be given to them.
Therefore, I request the hon. Minister to ensure that NOCs to provide them with these amenities are given on an
immediate basis. We also need a comprehensive policy on this.

Another issue is the women's safety. That is the most important issue and I had put this forward to the Ministry as well.
When you speak to a woman and you ask her, what is the most vulnerable time of the day you feel unsafe, she says when I
am coming back from work. When I come back in the evening or in the night from work in a train, I feel most vulnerable. I
spoke to many young girls and they say we only put on our walkman and we walk with our heads down because there are
eve teasers standing there; there are criminal kind of people standing there but we have nobody to go to. We do not feel a
sense of security. The hon. Minister has said that he is going to recruit more women in the Railway Police and we welcome
that. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : No interruption, please.

SHRIMATI PRIYA DUTT : We require more. We require these women, especially in the ladies compartments when women
travel alone at night. So, I request the Railway Minister to please take note of this.



*DR. PRASANNA KUMAR PATASANI (BHUBANESWARY): I am delighted to participate in the current Railway Budget.
To the utter surprise not a single money is allocated to new railway line in my state. I have been demanding to start work
for the Bhubaneswar railway station to convert it as international platform. Presently, there is no accommodation in the
railway platform to manage more trains. Hon'ble Minister is requested to pay special attention for expansion for railway
platforms to accommodate more trains. I have been demanding since 15 years on the floor of this august house regarding
Kurda-Bolangir railway line. The only railway line of the country is connected to East Odisha to West Odisha which is very
much viable for the economical growth and commercial prosperity. This is the only railway line which is linking through the
downtrodden areas like KBK, the most backward districts of the state. Moreover this is the only railway line which is going
through the downtrodden, adivasi, scheduled tribe and scheduled caste and girijan areas. So this railway line is quite viable.
Whatever the money that is allotted by the central government is not adequate to complete the same. It may take 100
years for completion. And this year this railway line is debarred of getting its right to serve this humanity is in stake. In the
official meeting organized at Kurda, the railway officials boldly declared the passenger train would be running from Kurda
junction to Bolgarh Begunia. Nothing is happened and I don't understand. The people are dying every year in accident under
the old over overbridge constructed since British time and the wall of the same is collapsed. The local people have died
under the Sitaram Chhak of Jatani. The people have started agitating. The railway authorities also committed to do the
needful immediately. I am extremely happy and congratulate the railway minister that the overbridge work of Bhubaneswar
has already started and according to my request the overbridge work of Balugan to Banpur work has already started. I
request the Minister for immediate completion of Balugan Banpur overbirdge and at the same time, the overbridges of
Bhubaneswar. I have been requesting to convert the only railway school of Jatani as a college for the study of the railway
employees children for higher studies. Also, I have been demanding to start the construction of one railway hospital on the
East Coast Zone and other necessaries like building and official quarters and other amenities should be provided to the
railway employees.

In the last railway budget my demand was to start the metro work to avoid the traffic congestion and presently the
people are suffering hours traffic congestion. According to population of Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Kurda Jatani it is feasible to
start the metro work. The survey work is not yet started in spite of repeated requests of mine.

If this metro line would be connected from Cuttack to Bhubaneswar, from Bhubaneswar to Kurda via Jatani towards
Lord Jagannath Puri and Konark, as there is greatest world heritage is located within 60 kms of radius which are Lingaraj,
Bhubaneswar, Lord Jagannath of Puri, and Konark, this metro line will fetch good revenues to promote the tourism.

In the coming 15t there will be Noba Kalevar celebration of Lord Jagannath. People may be congregating from
worldwide. Before that, double line from Kurda to Puri should be completed.

I don't understand this state government is repeatedly requesting to the Central Government and in the railway
sector Orissa is highly neglected. Odisha is also giving to central government about 8,000 crores revenues per year from
the railway sector. Whereas we are only getting 600-700 crores per year allocation of grants from Central Govt. Hon'ble
Minister should pay immediate attention to high allocation to do the needful without ignoring our state.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Saidul Haque Ji, if you promise me to speak only for 2-3 minutes, I permit you.
1
SK. SAIDUL HAQUE (BARDHMAN-DURGAPUR): I will speak for three minutes. Please allow me to speak from here.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, you are allowed.



SK. SAIDUL HAQUE: First of all, I would like to tell the hon. Railway Minister that hike in railway fares should not have been
done before this Session and whatever hike has been done should be re-considered. All the safety and category posts
should be filled up, including manning all the unmanned level crossings.

Safety and security of passengers should be given priority. All the projects that have been announced for West
Bengal should be implemented. The MoS has talked about publishing a White Paper for the last year performance. That
should be done.

19.00 hrs

I would like to bring some concrete proposals in respect of railway projects in my constituency. These are — gauge
conversion of Burdwan-Katwa line from Balgona to Katwa; stoppage of Rajdhani Express at Burdwan; one halt station at
Kondaipur in between Paraj and Mankar; one direct train from Durgapur to Howrah; one direct train from Bankura to
Howrah via Rainagar Masagram; increase of frequency of local train between Burdwan and Asansol; stoppage of Howrah-
Ranchi Shatabdi Express and Howrah New Jalpaiguri Shatabdi Express at Burdwan; stoppage of Jodhpur Express, Himgiri
Express and Lal Quila Express at Durgapur; and stoppage of Agnibina and Mayurakshi Express at Mankar.

Besides this, these facilities should be provided. Toilet facility in long running EMU coaches like Purulia Local and Purulia-
Burdwan; Railway Over Bridge at Talit Point on Burdwan-Guskhara road, Railway Over Bridge at Panagarh on Panagarh
Silampur road and Railway Over Bridge at Mankar on Bubud Bologna road; installation of escalator on west side flyover at
Durgapur station in Eastern Railway; opening of one more ticket counter at Mankar Station in Asansol division; twenty four
hour service in enquiry counter in all stations; and filling up the gap between train and platform between Burdwan and
Asansol, which was done for running double decker, and which is causing accident.

19.01 hrs (Dr. M. Thambidurai /in the Chair)

At last, I would request for speedy implementation of broad gauge project from Silchar and Lumding via Badarpur and
between Agartala and Lumding via Badarpur; time-bound completion of Chatna Mukutmanipur Railway Project in West
Bengal; and doubling of Burnpur to Asansol single line in West Bengal.

These are all my submissions.

2

3f. oo 361 (IBRRRT): Asufer T8I, 7 SMUD Yfer IR Yabe Dl § b el S sAscayul dsic P AT W 31Ul F3I dlcTol DI R
YgIol fdpan| el soic <l g3l walell & e 913 3 Psoll drgel:

'g50 9l12 Foridd &, usel I et w1,

St i A v BeaRI-u- o forepet)’

e gSic B ALt el 8, clbll bl ast 39S off oo v @I v #ic} 17 Arel & a1 uselt aIR 3T Sole Uer o2 8T 8, cifdbol Gaiol DI fAwRT A5
g 1o 31 SoIc 9 PRI a6 A ReR 6t 3Ush 3, ;A W el ud aepiail of Brbt awdier 3 o6t Sictel @1 aE fpen, cifdpel & v ard i sl
3IUPT &RII6] 3[IPte DIl gl fob a1 3 fiell sacauut <ol fSeett sl &, Istamit vaaga sz ydl a1 o sism2 Mol A8t Soll @I
G824 3loloc [ABR ¥eglel @2 G 3, PrRRY sRidi, Afdemall vd gy nfeRll ol fecll ugdel 3 Dbl sRYfAeIsll DI APl DIl Usdl 3, Db
PDISOIISl DI A6l Dol US Wl 3| DA A D [ADATIIET vayA vd SR 3 @l ofS [Geedl, Yrell el srerar soRa forsielol Tl dd

Tetlol I Pul, 3 argen b et Aff D2

3/ & Mt s1uel 81 WRRRI Bt 3R 3 §, i fIBR B MBI et 3 A IR-aR fordca & w16 #ft 12423 vd 12424 o1 oara apft ao
PRRRI Dol P1 o191 o1df 2 URI 3 $AD SICTAI G 3(6= AN Sits! snfSui off IRRRI o1df Favedt 3 3z urler Jar oft Iars Fu A o1&l aeredt
2| 33 396l W SI3al tiew #ff ordl 3, qRilfds, 331 3ol @l auf A Ib UIse Tolld I & R 3

BA6IY2 A Wlofl IeTd elrsol I Ad DRI 9¥ Dol DI 3MUcl dINUI I &, $AD o1 F JMMUD! Hoddls Gl &) &AelYR iR Wloll B dia g1 wiem
el &, S1eYRI e arar sRBRIam, Sit $aer & w16 Gl alfdfc el 8 3iiz wiae o uslt fdsR, Siel alftpulc SREbIRIG o &, SAD! Fe1d Ad
31 onfdret fopem SIRY,



3 ABIGA DI A6l 3MPEC DIl ARG [ WRRRI RBIel P 1631, Aciloll vd IEHSAT KBIel & 3ielye, sdell senfes & & e cRal-#lor
81,6913, oI ul¥drctol Yol: 9% febll SIRY| a6 Ui ol 33 EAoIY2 A AR APISAT-T611-Ucoll TRl SI el 9l Ui Jol Ucoll A AU iRl
SIRY

HAIGRI, ISR I A TST ¢ AS 9158 Wioil &, BrIb urt smett 2200 vws sweiler arctt ush ) e swiler T3is w2 wor-orzae X 281
8| W&l U2 bId, $olol, IR foratur erarel s I ST Adbdl 8| dcdlcitor 3T il off forar fefddt of fiel et =16l Uz v At dickst
lcTol o1 3PaRTel &= el 3IefE 31T fp 331 Airel wictst @I Hictol &t Fdipfer yarer Bt SR sRlsfl ITorer &1 3roal MRl 16 3 ... (Idersel)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please wind up.
DR. MONAZIR HASSAN: I will just conclude. This is a matter of my constituency.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Everybody is having his or her constituency matter, it is not just you. Please conclude because there at 15
hon. Members who are yet to speak.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Rajaram Pal may now speak. His speech will not be recorded. You continue.

(Interruptions) 3€; *
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Now, you have to conclude your speech.
...(Interruptions)
SHRI NIKHIL KUMAR CHOUDHARY : Sir, I am concluding.
Aucft APR e st wn 12521, 12522 St @dloft 3 swifepetar aw st 3, dorreft warrgar swst 12553, 12554, ... (iaeror)
MR. CHAIRMAN: You are going on reading like reading from a Railway time-table.

...(Interruptions)
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MR. CHAIRMAN: What you have said is enough. Give the list to the Minister, and he will take care of it.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am saying this because many hon. Members are waiting to speak.

a€! (Interruptions)
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MR. CHAIRMAN: You have already taken five minutes. I cannot allow you like this.
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have already taken five minutes instead of three minutes allowed.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI NIKHIL KUMAR CHOUDHARY : Okay, Sir.
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*SHRI J.M. AAROON RASHID (THENI) : Hon'ble Chairman Sir. Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on Railway
Budget 2013-14. I support the Budget. Hon'ble Railway Minister Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal has appointed 8 battalions of
women police for the safety of women passengers. First of all I wish to congratulate him for this announcement.

Particularly in Tamil Nadu, the broad gauge conversion between Bodinayakkanur and Madurai comes in my
constituency. It has been kept pending for more than three years. Before this, meter-gauge route was operational and it
was also stopped. People are much affected for the past three years without any train service in this route. If a person
wants to travel from Bodi to Madurai, what is the bus fare? You may be aware of this. People can transport goods from
Bodi to Madurai and from Madurai they can take them to any part of the world, if there is rail connectivity between Bodi and
Madurai. Earlier they have transported spices, cardamom, lavang, tea, coffee, agricultural products and other products to
other places. Annually this was done to the tune of 25 lakh tonnes. Now Bodi-Madurai broad-gauge conversion has become
a dream. Leaders cutting across party lines have met Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, UPA Chairperson Annai Sonia
Gandhi and Railway Minister Shri Pawan Kumar Basal and urged them that since 25 lakh tonnes of products are being
transported from Bodi to different places every year, this Bodi-Madurai broad-gauge conversion should be implemented
soon for the benefit of the people of this area. These products are being exported to several countries. It is a commercial
hub which can generate huge income to railways. Hon'ble Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh has announced an e-auction
centre for cardamom in Bodi. Sir, I urge you that the rail route is so important.

Hon'ble Railway Minister has assured the implementation of this rail route in the next Budget. It is a matter of worry
because he is not announcing this year. The work relating to broad-gauge conversion between Bodi and Madurai should be



completed on war footing.

The trains that leave from Madurai do not stop at Cholavanthan Railway station. Vaigai Express, Pandian Express
and Guruvayur Express do not have stoppage at Cholavanthan Railway station. Many trains pass through this route. Sir, I
request that at least these three trains namely, Vaigai Express, Pandian Express and Guruvayur Express should have a
stoppage in Cholavanthan Railway station. I had given a request to the Hon'ble Minister in this regard. He assured me to do
the needful but nothing has come out of this Budget. Above all these, during 2008 when Shri Lalu Prasad Yadav was the
Railway Minister, I met him personally and requested him for a rail route between Bodi and Koodalur. A survey was done
for implementation of a broad gauge rail route from Bodi to Koodalur via Dindigul, Vathalagundu, Theni, Kambam,
Chinnamanur and Uthamapalayam. Shri Lalu Prasad had assured that the rail project will be implemented soon. But it is
also kept pending. At least one or two persons die in more than a dozen accidents which happen on this route. This is not
only for the welfare of the people of my constituency but for the welfare this nation as a whole. Lakhs of devotees of Lord
Ayyappa have to use this route. If this rail route is implemented it will be welcomed by the people. Why is it kept pending?
I don't know sir. Thousands of people gathered in protest against the non-implementation of this project. They have
condemned the Railway Ministry for not paying attention to the demand of the people. I also took part in that discussion
and placed the demand before the Hon'ble Minister for Railways. I assured them that I will be able to persuade the Railway
Minister for implementation of this project. I do not know why is it still kept pending?

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please ask what you want? Put your demand.

SHRI J.M. AAROON RASHID : Sir, I urge the Hon'ble Minister for speedy implementation of all the pending railway projects
in my constituency. Vaigai Express, Pandian Express and Guruvayur Express trains should have stoppage at Cholavanthan
Railway station for the welfare of the people of this area. As a Member of Parliament, I express my demands for the
welfare of the people. We are not able to meet the people.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Correct, correct.

SHRI ]J.M. AAROON RASHID : For the sake of Lord Ayyappa's devotees, the rail route up to Koodalur should be
implemented and a new rail route should be started via Periyakulam.

I urge the Hon'ble Railway Minister to announce for speedy implementation of these projects.
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*SHRI RAMEN DEKA (MANGALDOI): The Railway budget presented by Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal Hon. Railway
Minister for 2013-14 is neither in pace nor passengers friendly.

This is a status quo budget keeping in mind 2014 General election. The successive Government Railway budgets of U.PA.
I& U.PA. II hold the steps to revitalizes the sick Indian railway due to inner conflicts amongst partners of the Government.
The reason to connect by rail Chandigarh, Raibareli and Amethi is known to everybody.

I am from Assam. The State of Assam stands in North East of our country. The geo-political situation is very complicated
with international borders. Railway is the only mode to connect not only people of Assam but from Northeast to the rest of
the country. If we compare the cover of railway network during British era, then there is not much progress as on today in
percent wise.

New lines, gauge conversion and completion of National projects are need of the hour. Time and again, I rose the issue of
connecting Darrang district by rail in the august house. After trifurcation of Darrang district three decades ago left the
Darrang district without rail connectivity.

In view of this I earnestly request Hon. Railway Minister specially Hon. Minister of State who is from my neighbouring state
will heed the demand of people of Darrang District. I do hope a new railway project will be granted in this current year to
connect Darrang. I already mentioned that we are in a backward bottle necked state. But, I find Railway Ministry is not
taking this matter seriously.

The inordinate delay of the trains is regular feature. The conditions of the coaches plying to Assam are dilapidated. This
shows that Assam is dumping ground of dilapidated coaches. The correction in this matter is urgent so that passengers feel
that Indian railway is doing the job which they should have done earlier.

I demand Garib raths from Guwahati to Chennai and Delhi. Further, I demand a train from Guwahati to Mumbai via Nagpur.

The frequency of intercity trains running in Assam should be increased. I demand to complete all declared railway project
including Rangiya Murkongselek, Bogibeel project, Lumding to Badarpur in a specific time. Further, I demand to start
immediately the construction of double track from New Bongaigaon to Kamaykhya via Rangiya as proposed in this budget
2013-14. The people of Assam expect action not lip service in this regard.

0

SHRI PRABODH PANDA (MIDNAPORE): Mr. Chairman, I will be brief. But even then, I seek your indulgence so that I make
my submission. I am not raising any specific demand here related to my constituency, as we have enough scope to put all
these demands before the GM, before the DRM, before the Railway Board and even the Minister.

I do not endorse the Budget proposal as it is. I am mostly disappointed with this. It is needless to say about the hike of the
railway fares and freights. It will over burden people. It will add to more inflation. We should be very much concerned about
the health of the Indian Railways.

Many hon. Members including Shri Sanjay Nirupam and others from the Treasury Benches mentioned that it was after 17
years that a Congress man took over the Railway Ministry. It appears as if the new Ministry has been formed recently and
they took over the charge. What have we seen in the last four years of the UPA Government? In the UPA-I Government, it
was told that the Railway has made some glorious achievements. It was told that it was economically sound. It was said
that the Indian Railway system was the first railway network in the world. What happened in the last four years? Hon.
Banerjee took over as the fifth Minister of the UPA-II Government. We have never seen that during the last four years, five
Ministers took over the charge. This is a mockery. What has happened with the Railway Ministry? Every Minister used to
make drastic remarks as to his predecessor. This was happening in the Railway Ministry. What did happen in the case of
the first Minister? She told that they were coming to bring out the White Paper on the tenure of Shri Lalu Prasad ji, she
proposed some vision for the railways. What kind of vision were they? Without allocating resources, she had announced
many schemes. We know what happened to those schemes. Foundation stones for many projects had been laid during her
period. That was like the 'stone age' of the Railway Ministry.

What happened next? Then came their second Minister. What did he say? Whatever may be the vision, the Railways has
been put in ICU. Then came the third Minister and he was a non-performer. Now the fifth Minister Bansalji has come. This
is how the Railway Ministry is functioning. We should think over it very deeply. An in-depth discussion is required.

Generally, the Members put forward their demands related to their Constituencies. But what about the health of the



Railways itself? Indian Railways are the largest public service sector of our country. We are proud of the network of Indian
Railways. But what is the state of health of the Railways? And who is responsible for that? I am not blaming any Minister,
but I am blaming the UPA Government itself for the irresponsible functioning. It has to answer for this performance or non-
performance over the last few years.

Members of the Trinamool Congress have said many things. Saugata Roy said many things. He read out the names of
many projects. Projects had been announced without any budgetary allocation. Projects had been announced without even
mentioning where the money would come from. What happened? This is the fate of the Railways.

Laluji has mentioned about the Rakesh Mohan Committee report. Many Members have mentioned two other reports
— Anil Kakodkar report and Sam Pitroda report. My submission is that any discussion on Railways should take place based
on three reports, not only about the projects but about the health of the Railway Ministry itself. This is very important. I
think the House will think over it and the Minister will think over it. Sir, your recommendation is very much needed in this
regard.

In Railways, about 140 homoeopathy doctors are practising in various dispensaries. Their services have not been
regularised. They have been serving in those dispensaries and performing their duties for more than 40 to 50 years. Most of
them are on the verge of retirement. I think the Railway Minister should think over it and ensure that they get retirement
benefits and other benefits.

As regards the contractual workers, there are a lot of them working for Railways under contractors. They are the
main force behind maintaining the railway lines. Their hardships should be addressed properly.

We are talking about the safety and security of the Railways. I found it amazing that Railway safety is being looked
after by the civil aviation people and this has been going on for decades. I think all this should be considered and the
Government must think over it and revisit this matter.

With these words, I oppose this Railway Budget.

1

SHRIMATI BOTCHA JHANSI LAKSHMI (VIZIANAGARAM): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I wholeheartedly support the Railway Budget
2013. I want to congratulate the hon. Union Minister of Railways, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal, along with the Ministers of
State Reddyji and Adhirji. It is a unique Budget; it is very balanced; and covered all sectors across the country.

Indian Railways are one of the most important lifelines of our country. It is an important vehicle for the poor and the
downtrodden. There is no denying the fact that our railway network is one of the largest in the universe.

Kindly allow me to raise some of the very important issues connected with my Parliamentary Constituency
Vizianagaram in Andhra Pradesh. Our district has a population of 25 lakhs. It is unique in itself. Vizianagaram is considered
as one of the most backward districts of Andhra Pradesh. Vizianagaram Railway Station connects three States — Odisha,
Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh; hence, it is called Tri-State Junction. We need more facilities for this Railway Station.

This district is a fast-developing industrial hub where freight demand is growing exponentially. Agro-products are growing
fast; jute industry and mining industries are also there. RINL Steel factory is just 40 kms. away from Vizianagaram
Junction. All these aspects give room for huge employment potential. Let me stress here that there is already a railway
land, which is lying idle and there are chances of encroachment. So, considering these factors, I would request the hon.
Minister to take immediate efforts to set up a separate Railway siding with integrated cold storage facilities. As there is
sufficient land available, steps may be taken by the Railway Ministry to set up a coach or wagon or locomotive factory in
Vizianagaram district, and also explore the possibilities of developing freight transport facilities under PPP at Vizianagaram
under RLDA with a view to not only increase revenue returns for Railways, but also to provide more public amenities for the
railway passengers using this hugely crowded route.

Sanction has already been given for conversion of Vizianagaram Junction as Aadarsh Station. Multi-functional complex is
also to be set up. By adding that, it should be converted into a Junction of international standards by providing adequate
funds during this year's Budget itself and expedite the work for the benefit of rail-users of Vizianagaram district.

I may mention here that Chipurapalli station is one of the important stations which connects major socially-backward
areas. Hence, it would be proper and prudent to declare this station as Aadarsh station in this year's Budget.

Vizianagaram is also considered as Andhra Pradesh's prime commercial centre in the North Coastal area. Hence, I would



request the hon. Minister to introduce a Jan Shatabdi or Shatabdi Express in the name of Great Poet and Social Reformer,

Rakesh Nath, on the occasion of 150t" Birth Anniversary of Sri Gurajada Apparao Garu. In-between Vizianagaram and
Vijayawada, one Inter-city Shatabdi Express may be introduced.

Garib Rath Express which is running at present between Visakhapatnam and Secunderabad may kindly be extended up to
Vizianagaram for the benefit of rail passengers as there is no train which originates from Vizianagaram to Hyderabad or
from Hyderabad to this important north coastal commercial centre of Andhra Pradesh. Kindly accept this request.

A new DMU between Vizianagaram and Rayagada may be sanctioned for the benefit of passengers of my Parliamentary
constituency. Many of the workers are going between Vizianagaram and Rayagada. So, I request that one DMU may be
sanctioned in this Budget.

In 2009, one new line was announced between Vizianagaram and Palasa Road, viz. Rajam; survey is already completed;
the State Government is ready to come forward to give necessary funds to set up a new line in this route. Please accept
this request and allocate necessary funds for this purpose.

There is an urgent need for a stoppage of some trains; I have submitted the proposals and laid on the Table. There is a
need to reopen railway stations at Bondapalli, Maradamo, Vizianagaram and Nelimarla.

There is an urgent need for construction of RoB at Manapuram which connects National Highway No. 43, which has been
converted as NH-25. Immediate intervention of the hon. Minister is required here. The State Government of Andhra Pradesh
is ready to extend all possible help for this important RoB at Manapuram.

There is an urgent and immediate need for issue of railway accreditation passes to block and district level for people in the
print and electronic media. I hope that the hon. Minister would agree with this genuine request for the media people for
doing their duty in a better fashion.

A Railway Hospital is located at Visakhapatnam. There is a long-pending request for a railway hospital at Vizianagaram,
which would help huge population living in and around Vizianagaram district. Hence, I would like to highlight that abundant
land is available for setting up of a railway hospital at Vizianagaram.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude. That is the problem. When I am giving you a chance, you have to limit it. I know about
your anxiousness and your interest to represent your constituency. But there is a time limit; many Members are here to
speak.

SHRIMATI BOTCHA JHANSI LAKSHMI : Thank you, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The dinner has been arranged for hon. Members of Parliament in Room No.73 at 8.00 p.m.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Please wind up. You have taken seven minutes. What do you want further?
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) 3€; *

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, it is 8 o'clock. I want to take the sense of the House. As we have decided, we have to take up 'Zero
Hour' but at the same time, the discussion also has to be concluded by 8 o'clock. What are the Members feeling about this?

...(Interruptions)
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: We may take up 'Zero Hour".

...(Interruptions)
oft sieaotrer urv3e (3Kidt): 3 Sfidt sifae form S ... (=Kaeor)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please take your seat. Now, if Members are ready to cooperate with the Chair, we may extend the time of
the discussion by another half-an-hour. By doing this, I can accommodate about six Members. Please try to cooperate with
the Chair and be brief by concluding in two to three minutes. Kindly mention only specific points. Only then, I can conclude
the discussion and after 8.30 p.m., we will take up 'Zero Hour'". Is it alright?

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Bhakta Charan Das may speak. Nothing will go on record.

(Interruptions) 4€;*
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SHRI MAHENDRA KUMAR ROY (JALPAIGURI): Sir, this Railway Budget has failed to do justice to West Bengal, particularly,

North Bengal. The Railway Minister announced two to three railway projects for West Bengal but they are not at all helpful
to the people of North Bengal. As I am representing Jalpaiguri District of North Bengal, I have some humble submissions of
some legitimate demand for the development of entire North Bengal as well as Divisional Headquarters of Jalpaiguri by
train services.

I have been demanding for the following agendas with Ministry of Railways since long time but all in vain. No positive steps
have been taken by the Ministry of Railways.

My first demand is to start Darjeeling Mail from Haldibari to Sealdah. My second demand is that the connecting coach of
Darjeeling Mail is to connect only with Darjeeling Mail. My third demand is to start Padatik Express up from Haldibari
instead of New Jalpaiguri. This will enable the populace of Haldibari and its surrounding as well as Jalpaiguri as Divisional
Headquarters to get a direct train facility for Kolkata at night. My fourth demand is to introduce the daily train services of
Haldibari-Kolkata Super Fast Express in place of Tri-Weekly and to end the train in Sealdah Station instead of Kolkata

Station. My fifth demand is that we require stoppage of Uttar Banga Express at Jalpaiguri Road Station and also the other
long-route trains passing through Jalpaiguri Road Station. My sixth demand requires stoppage of Uttar Banga Express at
Maynaguri Road Station. My seventh demand is to construct a double line from NJP to Kamakhyaguri. My eighth demand is
to provide stoppage of Kanchan Kanya Express at Banarhat and Nagrakata Station. And my Ninth demand is to provide
stoppage of Super Intercity at Nagrakata Station.

With this I conclude.
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SHRI CHARLES DIAS (NOMINATED): Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to speak during the Railway Budget.
The hon. Railway Minister has presented a balanced Railway Budget for the year 2013-14. While he has proposed many
projects, new railway lines, gauge conversions and proposals to increase facilities and passenger amenities, he has taken
care of finding sources for these projects.



The proposal of elimination of 10,797 level crossings during the 12t Plan, introduction of Train Protection Warning System,
the indigenously developed Train Collision Avoidance System, induction of Self-Propelled Accident Relief Trains, crash-
worthy LHB coaches, etc., shows the trend for modernisation of our Railways.

The move to strengthen the RPF and the proposal for 10 per cent of vacancies reserved for women shows the
concern of Railways for the security of passengers especially of women. Providing of WI-FI facility, introduction of
Anubhuthi coaches for Shatabdi and Rajadhani trains, introduction of 179 escalators and 400 lifts at major stations, is a
welcome move.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Charles Dias, just a minute.

Now, it is 8.30 p.m. We are extending the time of the House for completing this discussion and also 'Zero Hour'. I
hope the hon. Members agree with the Chair.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The time of the House is extended by another half-an-hour.
Shri Charles Dias, please continue your speech.

SHRI CHARLES DIAS : The introduction of e-ticketing and the proposed increase in the speed of ticketing from 2,000 to
7,200 tickets per minute will save much time and it will be a blessing to the passengers.

The proposal for improvement of catering in trains also provide increase and the proposed Monitoring Cell will facilitate
redressal of complaints.

The proposal to improve Rail Tourism, the move for setting up of Executive Lounges at major stations and launching of
multi-model travel package, etc. are the welcome moves.

The introduction of Azadi Express will definitely give our people, especially the youth to know more about the freedom
movement and to revive memories of our national leaders of yester years.

The proposal of setting up of 75 MW windmill plants and energizing 1,000 level crossings with solar power are the moves to
promote renewable energy.

The necessity to fill up 1,52,000 vacancies is looked into and the move to fill up 47,000 vacancies earmarked for the weaker
sections and the physically challenged is a move to be appreciated.

Sir, I am compelled to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister about the inadequate allotment to Kerala, the southern most
State of our country. Kerala depends for its supplies mainly on trains, and rail expansion to this State was neglected for the
past several years.

The major railway stations — Trivandrum, Ernakulam and Calicut — are yet to be improved. The Alleppey Coach Factory has
to be set up.

A separate Railway Zone for development of railway in Kerala is a vital necessity. I would request the hon. Railway Minister
for these things.

With these words, I support this Railway Budget for 2012-13.
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SHRI K. BAPIRAJU (NARSAPURAM): Mr. Chairman, Sir, with your kind permission, I would like to mention a few words
before this august House.

I am really proud of our hon. Railway Minister, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal and his colleagues, Shri K.J.S.P. Reddy and Shri
Adhir Chowdhury for bringing this good Railway Budget before us. They have done a lot of homework. No doubt, these
three Ministers are new to their portfolios but they have done their best. We can realize how much exercise they have
done. They did call several Members of Parliament personally; they did call some institutions and got their suggestions. In a
most democratic way, they have brought this Rail Budget before this august House.

Personally, we may have a little deficiency here and there; and we may ask for our demands to be fulfilled. All the demands
are not fulfilled always; and naturally so, differences would be there.

Sir, one hon. Member from West Bengal was mentioning that there are proposals without allocations; there are sanctions
without allocations. I do not know how far that is true. But in my case, the proposal was there; the sanction was there; the
tenders were called for; and the things were initiated. I am really grateful to this Ministry. I did mention on an earlier
occasion also in this august House that I am ever grateful to this Ministry on behalf the people of my State. I want to
repeat it that I am really grateful to this Ministry because the people of my constituency have really been benefited a lot. In
general, Railways is the only Ministry, which communicates with the entire nation.

Almost two crore passengers travel every day. What better services can be given than this? So, I really appreciate this hard
work being done by the Ministry of Railways. We, in the Standing Committee of Railways, used to recommend many
proposals. We always stressed the need that Government should give more budgetary allocations to the Railways. The
people there in the Railways are quite capable. Technically also, they are very sound and hardworking. But sufficient money
is required to be given to them.

I want to thank the Ministry of Railways for giving us a train Lokmanya Tilak in the last Budget. They did mention the
Lokmanya Tilak; they did mention Nagarsol train. Both the trains were inaugurated. They are fully packed trains. They are
running two days a week. Though I asked that these trains may be run daily, yet I expected that they would be considered
three days or four days a week. But I am very happy that they did consider it for seven days a week. I am ever grateful to
them for doing so.

Then, there is an AC train exclusively from Kakinada to Hyderabad and Secundrabad, which is also 100 per cent occupied. I
would request the hon. Minister that before the end of the year, in the next Budget — not immediately, I am not selfish
about it, I am quite practical in life -- this train may be made to run on daily basis.

Sir, there is one scheme, which we started of Rs. 1000 crore work, which is already implemented. Under this new concept,
50 per cent contribution would be from the State Government; and the other 50 per cent contribution would be from the
Central Government, that is, the Ministry of Railways. This concept was started through Mr. Muniappa. It is my duty to
mention it here that it was the initiative of the Karnataka Government. They made it happen. Then, we also got inspired by
it and we mentioned it to the then Chief Minister of our State, Shri Rajasekhara Reddy, Shri Rosaiahaji and the present
Chief Minister also. We have given the Budget also.

In this regard, I would request through this House, that every State should come forward with some kind of contribution
from their side; and then they should ask the Ministry of Railways to do certain things for them. Simply asking does not give
you any responsibility. It does not cost anything. But we should impress upon every State about the need of the day for



transportation.

One hon. Member was just mentioning an hour back that there are so many accidents happening on the roadsides. Those
accidents can be avoided only by increasingly using the railways services.

Mr. Chairman, you so kind. I am really grateful to you. Before you press the bell, I would honour you and conclude my
speech.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, the discussion on the Railway Budget is over, now. The Railway Minister will reply to the
debate tomorrow.
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*SHRI MADHUGOUD YASKHI (NIZAMABAD): First of all, I take this opportunity to congratulate our experienced
colleague and accomplished advocate, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal, Hon. Minister of Railways, on preparing a meticulous,
reformist and balanced rail budget for the year 2013-14.

The budget not only conveys his understanding and appreciation of the fact that Railway is inextricably linked with India's
growth but also the importance of Railways' need to be financially sustained, especially in the current economic
environment and higher fuel costs.

I especially commend his focus on lowering the operating ratio of the railways and to increase the ability to generate a
surplus for capital investments such as laying new lines, deploying more coaches, etc.

The railways surplus is expected to be around Rs.13,000 crore and the operating ratio is expected to decrease to 87.8%.

This is one step forward towards the Ministry's long term target of 74% operating ratio by the end of the 12t" Five Year
Plan.

I also appreciate the fact that even with no passenger fare hikes, gross traffic receipts are expected to increase by 14%
over 2012-13. I also compliment the minister for his announcements in areas of infrastructure development, capacity and
services expansion and operational safety of the railways.

As the Hon. Minister has rightly quoted Kautilya 'all undertakings depend upon finance" and hence foremost attention shall
be paid to the treasure. Therefore, in the current recessionary economic environment with the projected GDP growth of
less than 6% the railways cannot solely depend upon budgetary support from the Government to look after over fourteen
lakh employees or the Hundreds of millions of annual passengers or the modernization of railways, new lines and other
expansion projects.

Therefore, I take this opportunity to suggest that the railways may explore newer and alternative avenues of earnings and
profitability. We may also see how the developed countries operate and finance their railways operations, by way of
offering value added services at not only the trains, but also by commercially exploiting the railway stations and other
railways assets.

We have witnessed a major paradigm shift in terms of passenger comfort and value added services at our major airports in
recent years. Similarly, a major shift has come in the quality of roadways through the introduction of toll roads and PPP
projects. Still further, commendable developments have taken place in sub-urban transportation, through Metro projects,
and other infrastructure and development programmes

I believe that a similar shift can be, and must be, brought about at our railways stations, especially considering the
quantum of railways passengers in the country. The rising income levels in the country would ensure that such value added
initiatives receive good consumer response and add to the profitability of railways.

I suggest introduction of commercial facilities, such as convenient shopping areas, dining and restaurants or even
lodging, through state-owned or PPP models, at various important railways junctions across the country, as appropriate.
This would not only improve earnings, but also provide convenience, comfort and well-being to the passengers on long
distance trips.

Take for instance, the Pennysylvania Station, the major intercity train station and a major commuter rail hub in New York
City, United Status, which serves 3,00,000 passengers a day, and the busiest passenger transportation facility in the United



States and by far the busiest train station in North America. The simple train station was remodeled in the 1960's to create
the Pennysylvania Plaza, which includes Offices, Entertainment, Commercial, Indoor Stadium, and Hotel complexes
alongwith the underground Pennsylvania Train station.

Railways has stations at some of the most sought-after and prime locations across India, for instance, the New Delhi
Railway Station in New Delhi or the Secunderabad Railway Station and Nampally Railway Station in the twin cities of
Hyderabad and Secunderabad, and railway stations in all state capitals and major towns of the country. I believe that by
shifting our focus from pure railway services to more comprehensive and more value added services, we can turnaround the
finances of our railways.

I also urge the Hon. Minister to encourage brainstorming of idea through the Zonal Railway Users Consultative Committee
(ZRUCC) and National Railway Users Consultative Committee (NRUCC).

I have been a member of the NRUCC, and I regret to state that not a single meeting of the committee took place for about
2 years. Similarly, only one meeting of ZRUCC has taken place in the last 3 years.

It is only under the aegis of our beloved leader Shrimati Sonia Gandhiji and her vision to provide growth and opportunity to
the Aam Aadmi of this country that we have won the mandate of our citizens.

Another aspect I wish to highlight today is the lack of basic amenities, comfort and quality of our railway's general
compartments, our Aam Aadmi's only travel option. In our country's extreme weather conditions, be it the sweltering heat
of the summer or the biting cold of the winter, we leave the country's Aam Aadmi to fend for himself in non-air-conditioned
compartment.

I submit that all train unreserved compartments should have the air-conditioning and all basic amenities required for a
comfortable journey. Amenities like air-conditioning were a luxury may be two decades ago, but certainly times have
changed- even mobile phones were considered a luxury two decades ago, but today such services for the basic amentieis.
Railways is the only travel option of the Aam Aadmi of this country. Even our Jawans who defend our borders have to travel
in unreserved compartments without any basic amenities.

Even Airlines have seating categories, but no differentian is made when it comes to the basic amenities such as lavatories
or air-conditioning or food services on airlines. Furthermore, when can provide completely air-conditioned Metro services,
which are the same as railway services, why cannot we provide these basic services on our trains?

It seems that the mantra at railways seems to have been "Keep fares low and don'provide any services". I believe that
with our rapid economic growth and increase in the earnings and living standards, the people are willing to pay a little
extra, provided they receive the quality services in return. I urge the Hon. Minister to also scrutinize that the revenue
received from passengers is utilized effectively and efficiently. There is a need to plug the pilferage within the system and
make railways employees accountable and punish those who misappropriate railways funds and indulge in corruption. I
request the Hon. Minister to take the necessary steps in this regard.

In the coalition era of politics, for over two decades the railways ministry was headed by coalition partners, be it the NDA
government or the UPA government, the rail ministry became a mode of development for the home states of the respective
Railways Ministers. No attempt was eve made by a Railways minister to focus on development from a National point of
view and emphasis was always placed on their specific home states.

As our ring leader Shri Rahul Gandhiji has said time and again, Congress has the DNA of India. Congress is the only party
which thinks ofinclusive development and we are committed to the nation's development and not just particular regions or
states.

After a gap of 15 years, the Railways Ministry is being headed by a Congress party leader. I am glad the Hon. Minister

presented a budget for the whole nation and laying the foundation for 215t century Railways which is financially sustainable.
I urge upon the Hon. Minister to provide for more services and development, keeping in mind always the Aam Aadmi and
fulfill the vision of our beloved leader, Shrimati Sonia Gandhiji.

May I also thank the Hon. Minister for introducing 11 new trains and 5 new lines, 4 doubling lines, and other projects in
Andhra Pradesh.

The Telengana region of Andhra Pradesh, inspite of having a separate railways corporation under the Nizams Raiwlays, has
not seen any significant development of railways networks. Over a period of past 50 years, the interests of the Telangana
people and region have been neglected and for these reasons the people are demanding a separate state of Telangana. For
example, a new line was started in 1992-93 under the Prime Minsiter Shri PV. Narsimha Rao from Peddeapally-Nizamabad



via Jagtial. However, in the last two decades, the said line has only been completed till Mortad. I am thankful to the
minister for giving priority and including the said line in the list of projects to be completed in the 2012-13 year. Once this
line is completed, it will have an alternative route from Secunderabad to Delhi and would be a boon to the backward
districts of Nizamabad, Karimnagar, Adilabad, and other backward districts of Telangana region. There are thousands of
workers from my constituency who are employed in Mumbai and the Gulf Countries. They have been demanding a direct
train from Nizamabad to Mumbai.

I am really grateful to the Hon. Minister for introducing the new train, Nizamabad Lok Manya Tilak Express train and the
Kakinada Mumbai via Nizamabad train.

I also thank the Hon. Minister for introducing the new train, Vizac-Gandhidham in Kutch, Gujarat, where thousands of
Telugu people are working in the backward region of Kutch and have been requesting a direct train from Andhra Pradesh for
many years.

I further request the Hon. Minister to kindly introduce a new daily train from Nizamabad to Ajmer, since Nizamabad,
Karmibad, Adilabad areas have nearly 20% minority population and thousands of pilgrims visit Ajmer Sharif every year.

I once again congratulate Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal, Hon. Minister of Railways on preparing a meticulous, reformist and
balanced rail budget keeping the whole nation in mind.

I hope such initiative for regional development will continue to be taken by the ministry in the future as well.
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MR. CHAIRMAN :Now, the House will take up Zero Hour.



